#nen the price of potatoss fell from §2
a sack to §1, things locked mighty black
to Obke. He couldn't see how he could
posslbly contlmie 40 Llive b his secup-
tomed §200-a-year standard of 1lving when
e could sarn only 150 on his own farg.
Heybe he could zet n iobh momswihers.

Be Inew thet the land of hig naiphbor,
Leke, wes good lapnd. Fith the same ef-
fort and capiiel--farm toois, ste,--hs
Inew he could produce $200 worth of po-
tatons. If he sdded his Laber and Gapit-
&t to Zske's, mod they both worksd Zeke's
nore productive lend, they should be abls
to produce twics zs many potetoss. Than
he and Zeks would sarn 8200 amch.

The next morning Obie pub the preposition
up €0 Zake. Bul Zeks reasoned thet his
own Labor and Sapitel on bis Land would
bring hinm 4200 & yesr without help: and
i be pald $200 to Oble, and thue doubled
bls crop, he would atlll end up with $200.
ba ba saw 1%, there'd be no adventage in
biring belp 17 he couldn't benefit ss
mash as his bhelp did.

Oble could see the lophte behind Zeke's
argument. It wasn't Zeke's Fault Lhat
the price of potaives felil to s woint
whare Oble couldn™t make a Living on his
own land. ATber bargsining for some time
Obis sgreed 1o take a Job for 8165 5 yesr
betause that waz §5 better then ne could
earn on his own land.

Without knowing 1%, Zeke wasn Isarning an
stonomic iaw. He could olesrly see Thab

tsued weskly b

‘Oble's land was poorsst of sil.
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ke guount of Wages and Interest {(the
parts of the Weslih produced bessuse of
the Lubor and Capital used} that he

would bave to pay needn't be nors than
the amount of Wages snd Interest that
could be sarned on the poorsst lasnd in
use:. And s men used poorer and posrer
ignd, Wages and Intersest would go Lower
a0l lower on all land: sven the very hest!

8o Zeke
gave OUbls, and hiz Caplial, =2 job on his
lend. Working togsther, both men pro-
duce $400 worth of potatoes. Oble pate
$155:  five dollars mere than nis Labor
and Caplial would preduce on his own
lend. Zeks gets the balasnos: $245,
which is $45 more than he got befors ne
kired Oblio.

The Communist and the Jecialist would
say Zekes ls & Capitalisi, stesling the
$45 from Obie: even though Obie i earne
Lug wore working for Zeks than he could
sern for himmelf. Actually, Zeks in
cellecting the sdvantages Neture plased
tn "kis® lend. In other words, Zske is
sollacting $4% in sconomlc rent from
Oble’s production. And as wegss and
interest on 211 land are the same ap
they are on the poorest --in this in-
stance $150 -- Zske is slse coliset-
ing §%0 rent on his own produchion.

The Comwnicsts would collect g1l the
rent--in thiz ipstancs £95..pnd leave
both Zeke and Obie with s miniounm wage.
Wouldn®t 1t bs faiver Lo divide the 505
nature contributed betwesn Zeke and Obhie?
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