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The child prefers g stieck of candy to hisg
penny. The candy-man would rather have
the penny than his candy. Simllarly, Dad
happily gives g1l of hils savings for a
car; while the sutoc salesman isn't happy
until he gets rid of his cars. -After
every exchange between buyer and seller,
both are satisfled that tney recelved
more than they gave. Not so with th
tenant and his landiord.

Ko hatred seems to equal that of the ten-
;ant for his landlord; unless it is that
of the landlord toward his tenant. The
landlord feels he is not getting enough
rent for hls property, and the tenant
ugually believes-he 1z paying too much
for too little. ' .

Why should the exchange of money for
goods result in mutual satlsfaction, and
the exchange of money for shelter breed a
mutual hatred? Is it because money rep-
resenting material goods makes buying a
car -~ or g stick of candy -~ an exchange
of goods for goods; while paying for
shelter is to give material goods and to
recelve nothing material in return? That
difference cannot explain the hatred; be-
cause doctors, lawyers, and actors aren't
hated even though they give nothing ma-
terisl for the money they receive. All
slve services--but the landlord's serv-
ices and those of the others aren't
really alike.

Papa is not compelled to ude the services
of the doctor, lawyer, actor, barber, etey
~ he can choose to uge them or not. But he
. must have a home, month after month; and’
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throughout his life. His only alternative
is to . become a tramp; but making a livinhg

while hopping freight trains is very try-

ing for the tramp encumbered with z wife,

¥iddies, and their assorited pets. 5o paps
is compelled to pay rent.

Other important differences are (1) the
landlord's service doesn't stem from spe-
cial training, talent, or skill; (2) the -
world's supply of talents, gkills, etc.,
1s unlimited in quantity, while land, .
which is the basis of the landlord's serv-
ice ia a fixed quantity. All shelter must
rest upon land! So, 1f all land is owned,
the owners can demand, AND GET, as much
money a8 the homeless tenant has!

It 1s seldom mentioned that almost every
square foot of the earth 1ls owned; and by
fewer than 5% of the earth's population.
That means that 95 out of ewery 100 chilg-
ren born today are doomed to pay monthly
tribute, in advance, as long as they live,
for the privilege of having a dry place to
sleep, a place to ralse a family, a place
0 call home.

It is only human te resent belng compelled
to pay tribute. For tribute is something
‘that is not pald for benefits; but to es-
cape punlshment. Racketeers, tax-collectors,
customs-men, unlon-leaders; conquering
armies are collectors of tribute. So are
landlords. And that might explain why ten-
ants Instinctlvely hate thelr landlords.

But why does the landlord hate his tenant?
The tenant isn't collecting tribute. See
TALES #19. The answer might be there.

k)



The 1ardlord hsteg hig tepant Just as
mach a8 hls tenant hates him. Why this
should be go is difficuld to understand;
egpesially 3inae "no tenants are as bad
a8 no tenantz.® It may be that the landg-
lord's hatred stems from his taking his
title too seriocusly.

Orlginglly, s londlord was a landowner:
and 28 such he was truly lord of the
lend. He was sbsolute master. He could
conmand his tenants t¢ do whatever he
wished. Hs could send them to war, take
what they produced from them, choose the
chureh in which they were to worship, and
permit or forbld marrizges if he choge.
And most agreeable, the landlord was ihe
only member of soclety who didn't have
to do sny work whatever; not sven as a
manager. His tenants belleved 1t wasg
their duty to keep their lord, znd his
heirs, luxuriously cared for. Tenanta
geem to have been nlcer in those days.

But teday, a "lznalord" doessn't ususlly
own any land. That which he calls his
iznd is ususlly merigaged so haavily, the
mortgi;ﬁge holder owns a greater part of

- the "landlord‘s" land then he does.

The "landlord® just pays the taxes.

Yozt often, the "landlord" doessn't even
oun the dwellinge he rents out because
they, toco, are sc heavily mortgasged. Dui

- he nust pey the taxes on the dwellings, .
too. In other words, he's jJust a guy who.
hag acquirsd the meaningless title, "land-
lord® which gives him no suthority, but
does wermit him to pay the taxes on the

-land end property belonglng, for the most
part, toc the mortgage holder.

In reslity, the "lanalord® is a speculator,

a gambler,  who accerding to the records,

" because he reallizen

than he hits a

ra oftan
4 times ne can'i keen

loses his shirt
Jmew-pot.  During
fils apartments fu
rent-Iree conces

rentsd. He wmust glive
in ordar Lo get ten-
anba: he muist redecorsis once a year to
keep them. He must supply hest e ten-
ants who love to kesep thelr windows wide
open in winter, and hot water to tenants
who forget to shut off thelr showers. He
ig hounded for window shadeg, Vensbtlian
blinds, new wall paper, refrigsrgtors, new
stoves, and anvihing elge the tenant may
have seen advertlsed in Houss Besutliful.

When a war comes slong Lo bring “good®

times, and apartments hacome scarce, the
"landlerd® hag & chance to jack up his

rents. Put then the government steps in
and forbids him, the landlordi, to raise
the rents. With Tgood" times, when jobe
are plentiful, he must psy hisg Janitors,

ceglevator operstors, sand handymen higher

pay b0 keep them from leaving him for
better paying war Jjobs. Bulb in good times
or bsd, he ig tsxed znd taxed and taxed.

Any man in such a spot would have to hate
seomesne. He c¢an't hate the tex collectors
it takes a lot of
noney to run the government. He can't.-
hate ths banks after they 8o generously
lend him money, keep his property well
coversed with mortgsses, and thus glve

him hig titls, "landlord.” Because there
i no one elae, he hates his tenants.

He must blame gomecne !
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How about hating the two hilarious

gentlemen in the above cartoony They
seem awfully happy; snd that is a very
sugpicious atiitude these days. Whoe are

they? TALES willl investigate them in
later lasues.
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