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Why do men competa for jobs when jobs should compete for men? What do we do wrong?
Why the unreasoning fear of lack cf jobs for all willing and able to work? To got

mation, 818 0live St., St. Louis 1, Missouri; or telsphone GA 1-5630

L]
Key Question
To The Editor:

Few gquestion thebt jobs for all
willlng and able to work i8 & key
guestion., DMore and better jobs
whers nren can work and give an
honest day’s contribution to the
common production of the coun-
try can mean the solutlon, cer-
tainly a mitigation, of many so-
clalewand political-~problems,

Bome may, on impulse, congid-
ey it slily that a vital question iz
thiss Where do Jobs zome from?
When so many seem to bellavs
they come from Washington, D.
C., or that Capltal gives jobs, thé
question may not seem so odd.
But a few concepls are import-
ant, Jobs begin in the wants of
mean, basically for food, ciothing
and sheiter — then for other
things, slthough some peo-
ple get too many “other things”
ahead of those of first lmport-
anee, Man hungers, needs cloth-
ing and shelfer and exeris hue
man effort to satisty these needs.
HEven when we form government
o do certaln things for ud, it is
man thal employs  goverament
personnetl from the President on
down; it is people that gives
these jobz, The hard fact ig we
hire each other; we work for
spei other, we, the psople, ars
woth employers and smployees.

Another hard ocommon Bensg
facts must be considered, One,
human  wants, gquantity, guality
and variety of products and ser-
vices considered, are without lim-
it. Thiz means, thai, unlesg—
and its a hig *‘unless”-todpy-wrs
do things which prevent peopls
from working at jobs to satisfy
thely own wants and needs, thers
is & potentisl of more jobs than
men to £ill them: at all times.
This is the natural fact—net a
man-made opallon, And another
hard common sense fact presses
on us, Unemployment has never
resulted from & leck of wantz of
peaple nor becauss of & lack of
land space on which to work and
land from which, or on which, we
pan extract, ralse or rear the ma-
ferial or matter essential o the
production of products and servi-
ces, the latter getiing more and
more important in our sconomy.
But the existence of land space
and natural resources s one
thing, and having access to them
is quite gnother. It iz & sed-sack
fact that few pesople, sven those
whe have had benefit of highesr

gducation, ssern sven slighily a-
ware of thiz problem; for this
problem iz hidden by bullding.—
aven If many are slumimy Lypes—
and what we see going on bn the
land, Millons of sites and areas
of lang sre held oul of use, or put
to poor use (sluras and tha like!
hocause thers s lacking an in-
gantive to use the land, or a push
of some sort whith says to pese
ple who hold land and will net
{or cannot) put it to uss, “Look,
use it and use it wsll, or get out
of the way.” “Dog in the man-
gor® land holders harmg-they do
not getve——manking or God,  And
thig iz done by a tax eirusture
tortured snd twisted oy those
who make-—~pardon, who get —
monsy merely by possession of
title to land; they need not spin
or toll, One block of land ln 8t.
Louly will produce for 99 years
$238,000 & year for merely step-
ping salde and sllowing the use
of this land by investors willing
to put up the building: they pay
thig rent and they pay whatever
taxes are levied on the land, too.
And land these tifle holders need
not add one stifch of o sewing
machine to make c¢lothes, but
they have the finesl; they need
net add ote grain of wheat, one
pound of meat, one bolt on an
aubomobile, yet they can draw
forth- all sueh things from the
cotmor  stock made by others,
for genarations of time, But
many belleve the damage they do
in prevention of production and
in pdding tax-costs to productions
of the people by this scheme is
vaptiy morve . jn dollors and cenis
than what they fake out of pro-
duction 23 RENT-of-land; and
this {& true,

There are complaints about une
employment: about diserimina~
tion which does exist and whicn
is being corrected far too slowly.
But there sre few If sny com-
plaints about searcs jobs, both
for common and, in some areas,
skilled labor which i3 due to our
failure as cilizens - even where
ail have the powsr of voting—due
o socislly bad economle policy.
The economists seemingly do not
know thig or they aveld the ques-
tion, Men of all groups are
forced to compebe for scarce jobs
which should be plentifni; they
sre compeiled ln the name of
justice to demand faly eniploy-
ment practices hui seemingly not
to eomplaln aboul  unjust  job
kiling evonomic practices of the

8T, LOLIS ARGUS, FRI, JUNE 21, 1863

“aitizens ae& & whole who permit
this gituation. The demand is
that jobe be taken from some to
glve in otherd, az things are now,
snd we know had thare besn
more justice im  our ecenomlc
mannery there would be a differ-
ant gharing of unemployment as
wall a3 jobs, But here the polnt
in why not have many mors jobs
emerging from the wanis of the
people %o that jobs compele for
men and men 4o 1ot have {0 0o
pete for obs, certalnly as serious-
Iy, o mepn do not heve to restrict
jobs to m select few, for their
own  economic protecilon, they
gay, to they do now.

True, modern technigues, de-
mand more educated workers,
Thers {8 & gap between demand
of men with certaln skills and
men who can provide these skills;
but, properly handled, therae could
be many more jobs at goed wa-
o8 unskilled people could do and
do well,

Tae Rkey to the solution iz to
ravérse the way our tax sgystem
takes money Ire people, People
get money g2 wages, Interest and
RENT-of-land; most of them get
it a8 wages. By use of the sales
gad, use exolses, baxes on Iim-
provements and personal proper-
ty, income tawes and the hike—
non-land-value taies-the hulk of
the burder of government sup-
port has been shiffed to those
whe live primarily from wages
and interest to heneflt title holg-
erg of land, gs such, ‘This must
ke reversed if we are fo lave
more johs for both sllled and un-
skilled and for all members of
the “Hitmed bouguel” & peéople
God has said shall own and in-
herit the esrth. We mnust =mes
how foolish it is to use improve-
ments and improving proprity as
8 bagis of taxation; ws must ses
how foolish it is to tax-whip peo-
ple for taking care of themsalves:
we must see how foollsh it is to
reduce taxes on property value in
land, the great bulk of which is
not held by property owners,
home owners or gmall farm own-
ers, who lve by use of capital
and thelyr swork. .

“Where there is no vigien, thes
people perish” says the Bible;
and, how true thls is! Here iz
{he real key to the unemploymeant
problem; more ohs to sharve, no
sharing less and less jobs

Noal Ir. Alper, Direstor,
Henry George School,
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