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THE SCHOOL OF LIVING
EXPLORING THE CONCEPT OF NORMAL LIVING
by Ralph Borsodi [1887-19771

The effort to establish ea}g}!e on homesteads will prove
d;sappomtmg unless it is recognized that it represents
first of all a problem in adult re-education. [In the
Depression] the problem which faced the nation was
not economic, but educational; what was thought to be
a social problem was in reality an ideologicai problem.

As a result, a few friends whom | enlisted joined with
me in establisking a research and experimental socio-

“logical laboratory which we call the School of Living.

Among those who helped me most in the beginning
were Dr. Harold Rugg of Celumbia University; Dr.
Warren Wilson of the Town and Country Department of
the Preshyterian Church; others who served on the
original board were Clarence E. Pickett of the American
Friends Service Committee, and Msgr. Luigi Liggutti of
the Mational Catholic Rural Life Conference.

The Schoot of Living really originated in my home. It
grew out of experiments in living in. which my whole
family participated; iis launching as a separate
institution was only made possible because of the help
which they gave to what must often have seemed to
them a mental aberration of an otherwise sane and con-
servative professional man.

At the School of Living, a wide variety of experiments
and researches were coriducted by a staff of as many as
forty persons. Nearly $300,000 was spent under my
direction before the outbreak of World War H in 1939
made it necessary to end experiments and inquiries.

What, now, was the central idea which emerged from
the Schoo! s activities? It was not, as so many people
think, instruction in country living and in folk arts and
handicrafts. Nor was it the development of a better

- method of dealing with unemployment, nor the soiution

of the housing problem. !t was the scientific validity of
decentralization — of the truth of the conviction slowly
burned into my consciousness after the Borsodi family
moved to the country, that the progress and centraliza-
tion for which modern industrial man had been taught
he should live, was based upon a tragic error. A whole
new program of education has to be developed which
would substitute for the prevailing mistaken objective
ini living, an end or aim which was right, proper, and
normal.

The School of Living’s experiments and researches
were really explorations of the concept "Mormal Living ./

i appeal not only to educators, but to everybedy inter-
ested in the crisis which our civilization faces, for con-
sideration of the [School of Living] educational

{continued on inside back cover}




needs which human beings found
impossible to satisfy in small rural
communities. To satisfy needs
which are still essential if modern
beings are to live normaily, seme
population centers larger than the
normal rural township center are
undoubtedly necessary.

£ ® % k%

Citadel — In the ancient world, the
city was first and foremost a
citadel. The city was the place of
refuge inte which the people of a
whole country moved when
attacked bv invaders,

Temple — The fact that humans
probably gathered in congregations
first for defense against the forces
of nature and for the propitiation of
the spirits which controiled the
elements was not forgotten when
tbey began to build cities. In
countiess instances, the temple
remained the heart of the city. Holy
cities like Benpares, jerusalem,
Mecca and Rome are simply more
famous temples than the rest. in
England, the term city was for
centuries reserved for cathedral
towns.

Marketplace — With the decline of
religion, the city was less a temple
and more a permanent, as con-
trasted to a periodic, marketplace.

University — Cities became uni-
versities and scientific and intelléc-
tual centers for whole regions. The
country may still be the incubator of
creative genius, but the city has
become the place to which talented
inividuals resort to complete their
educatiocns and to master their
professions.

Capitol — The decline of Feudalism
and the rise of Nationalism enabled
at least one city in every nation and
one in every state to fulfill a new
function — that of capitol or seat of
government .

Terminal — Even before the
coming of the railroad, when ship-
ping was still the most important
means of transportation, rivers and
harbors made some cities terminalis
above all else, ’

Warchouse — As terminal, how-
ever, the city became not only a
center for passenger travel, but
also for the storage of goods. |t

,,,,,,,,,,, in which
wholesalers stored merchandise.

hecame a warehouse

Factory — Then with the coming of
the Industrial Revolution, the city
became, in addition, a factory —
the place where all sorts of goods
which may or may not have jusiified
factory and mass-production, were

manufactured.

Bank — With the shift “from
independent Capitdlistic organiza-
tion of enterprise to Big Business
and Finance Capitalism, the city
has become as much a financia! as
an indusirial, commercial, and
transpertation center.

Headquarters — The city is not
only a seat for the governments of
states and nations — it is a
headquarters, the seat from which
all sorts of enterprises and all sorts
of associations and movements are
directed.

Spectacle — Finally, the city has
become a spectacle. 1t provides
monumental and magnificent
architecture (Public buildings, ter-
minals, office buildings, cathed-
rals, hotels, stores, museums and
Jibraries), avenues and boulevards,
botanical and zoological gardens,
planetariums, concert halls, sport
arenas, and similar spectacular
institutions which cease to be
spectacular unless large enough to
be impressive.

oWk R R

‘There is not the
slightest excuse
for metropolis. ’

What, then, are the rea! needs
which cities alone can fulfillz
Chbviously, the city is no longer

needed to provide protection. The
city today is utterly unsuitable as
armory and munitions warehouse;
it cannot furnish the open space
needed for the training and en-
campment of armies.

MNor is it anv fonger needed as a
temple. Only a few historic cities,
like Rome, sacred to specific de-
nominations, are stili places of
pilgrimage for the devout.

For most of the things which people
buy at retail, large cities are not
needed. Only a few very unusual
classes of merchandise, like scien-
tific instruments, which only a few
consumers ever buy, cannot be
profitably carried in stock in the
stores which every normal com-
munity can support.

Mor are monstrousiy big cities like
New York and London needed to
fulfifl needs which are genuine
requirements of civilized living.
A relatively smail city like ancient
Athens satisfied human hunger for
magnificence much better than a
metropolis like Chicage. Univer-
sities in relatively small cities iike
medieval Oxford produced minds
and personalities just as subtle and
cultured as does modern London.
The evidence is that regional
centers - pormal cities — are
needed. ft does not indicate that
there is the slightest excuse for
metropolis and megalopolis.

Mor finally is the city necessarily
the best place for the location of
factories. In spite of the fact that
most modern cities are manufac-
turing centers, the weight of the
evidence indicates that as iocations
for factories, cities have become
less efficient and profitable than
small towns. While 1| have dis-
cussed this question elsewhere, itis
50 important in conpection with the

Green Revolution 5



Education and Living:
The Nature of the Human Community

by Ralph Borseodi

[from “"Education and Living”’, published in 1948 by
the School of Living, Continved from the fast issue of

Green Revolution. ]

The City

Cities can and do render services
which small towns, no matter how
perfect, cannot render. The most
ohvious difference between city and
town is a difference of size — the
town is & small center, the city a
farge one. But there is not only a
difference of degree — there is also
a difference in nature. The normal
community is a uhbity; center and
outlying regions are not separated.
The township’s political, economic,
social and cultural activities and
institutions do not distinguish be-
tween those who live in the center
and those who dwell outside. On
the other hand, a city is 2 commun-
ity which has been separated from
the region upon which it is depend-
ent for its sustenance.

‘A city is an entity
which has the same
relation fo the normal
social organism that
cancers have to the
normal human body.’

The moment a village separates
itself from the township of which it
is really a part, we are confronted
not merely with an incorporated
village — we are confronted with
the city-in-embryo. Out of such
incorporated villages, all our cities
have developed. If they do not grow
inte  cities, the hopes of the
4 {reen Revolution

business and political leaders of the
movement for their incorporation
are not realized.

Incorporation, however, does not
stop with mere dismemberment of
the township as a whele and normal
community; it 15 the first step too
often in a cancerous growth which
begins by absorbing the rest of the
township, and then begins to
absorb as many adjoining towns as
nossible. This cancerous process
ceases o be ‘incorporation of the
city” and becomes '‘incorporation
in the city’”.

in practice, the granting of charters
of incorporation to villages and
cities is the granting of a species of
license for the development of a
parasitic prosperity at the expense
of the communities or regions frem
which they have been separated.
The city is the parasite; the country
uvpen which it depends for its
prosperity, the host. One of the
privileges conferred by incorpora-
tion is exemption from township
taxation; the city not only ceases to
contribute to the support of the
township, but the larger its area,
the less taxable area is lefi 1o the
township from which to draw
revenue. As cities grow larger, the
privileges conferred upon them are
increased.

The net result of this is the creation
in every city, small and large, of
vested interests in the exploitation
of the population sutside the city.
Cities and city people become
dependent upon the siream of
profits which retail stores, whole-

sale markets, terminals, theatres,
hotels, banks, and other simjlar
institutions extract from outsiders.

The taxes coliected directly from
these businesses and indirectly
through the rise in land values for
which they are responsible, makes
possible the support of a growing
variety of municipal services and a
growing army of municipal
functionaries and job-holders.
What is more, these privileges, by
creating an artificial prosperity in
the city, and an artificial depression
in the rural areas outside of them,
tend to draw more and more of the
rural population into the city. The
cities grow and flourish; the rural
regions wither from depopulation.

The city, then, is not merely a large
town. The moment it is thus

‘The granting of
charters to villages is |
license for
development of
parasitic prosperity.’

 separated from the whole region of

which it is really an organ, it
becomes an entity which has the
same relationship to the normal
social organism that cancers have
to the normal human body.

However, the history of cities
makes if ciear that however ab-
normal may be their tendency to
undimited growth, they did come
into existence to serve real needs —



in hundreds and perhaps thousands
of wheat-ralsing communities.

The advantage, again in terms of
efficiency, of shifting the factory
from the city to the small commun-
ity would be that costs of living for
the workers would be lower; land
values and therefore rents would be
lower than in congésted cities;
seasonal work in factories would be
fitted into seasonal work on the
land; producers of raw materials
would not be burdened with the
_costs of long hauls, taxes would be
lower, and taxation for social
security would be rendered practi-
cally superflucus because the fami-
ty.and the homestead would again
protect the individual when un-
employed and in sickness and old
age; the workers would have a
natural alternative to full depen-
dence upon wages and jobs; and all
these advaniages would more than
offset the single valid advantage of
locating the factory in congested
metropolitan regions which can
absorb a large part of each factory’s

‘Every need of high
culture could be
provided without any
cities over 100,000.’

centralization vs. decentralization
were taught, and decentralization
permitted to take its naturai course
instead of being artificially imped-
ed by the vested interests which
profit from centralization, there
would be no such congested metro-
politan regions, so that the last
advantage of centralizing industry
woisid tend to disappear. The. facts
of the matter are that it is a species
of soclal crime to locate factories in
cities when they might better be
located in small communities in
what are now almest exclusively

Size

However, the evidence indicates
that even if ail the superfluous
activities of cities were eliminated,
there would still remain services
necessary and desirable which only
cities can fulfill. The question is,
how large would cities have o he in
order to be abie to fuifill them?
Study of cities in terms of functions
.which small communities cannot
fulfill seems to establish the valid-
ity of cities of twe kinds and
perhaps two different sizes: 1)
provincial, intra-nationaj, or
regional cities and centers — cities
which can fulfiil the needs of
regions larger than most of our
counties but smaller than most of
our states, and 2} international or
world cities and centers — cities
not larger or more densely popu-
lated than regional cities, but
organized to fulfill the need for
free-ports and for international and
inter-continental traffic and rela-
tionships of all kinds. A{f the
functions which small communities

production. And if the truth about rural regions.

cannot provide and for which these

COMMUNITIES’ by Rick Margolis

our communal houses to create new communal
economic and political institutions in our neighbor-
hoods. This is the essential element of survival and
‘development, for a community which dees not grow out
into the life of the neighberhood will, within a year or
two, grow in upon itself and die.

A unified group of people who can work smoothly to-
gether because they have grown to trust one another
can be a great constructive force in a neighborhood.
The key to this organizing effort is an attitude essen-
tiaily humble and downright neighborly, for we must be
sensitive to our own arrogance and self-righteousness.

Social organizing must be close encugh to the real local
needs of a neighborhood not to be considered weird,
offensive, or outlandish. Child care centers, neighbor-
hood radio stations, film theaters, community centers,
coffeehouses, bookstores are examples of social pro-
jects that would help introduce a community of radicals,
up to that peint isolated in the incest of their houses and
Eheié meetings, to the everyday life of their neighbor-
ood.

Our struggle must be based on this process of
community building. We must aveid the false
glorification of struggle which comes from the
frustration of seeing no results of resistance and
mobiization politics.

Discipling is a problem in the movement because most
of us have personaily rebelled against the perversity of

authoritarian families and schools. Now that self-
discipline is required to free us further from this
societal guagmire, we flounder. But the fact is that in
the years ahead, we must study and work harder than
we have to this point, for ours is a long march, not an
acid trip, through the institutions and through the

‘creation of new institutions.

Several of the American communities had a complete
open-door policy about new members. In each case, it
was a principal cause for their demise. For such com-
munity experiments often attract free-loaders, cranks,
and crashers of all kinds, who have little interest in the
people of the community, or commitment to the
socio-political task they are about. If the community
feels dedicated to the therapeutic task of rejuvenating
people to full active communitarians, all weli and good
— but the history of such situations has been that it
reduires so much time and effort that it exasperates and
destroys the comrmunity’s mission. In reality, such new
members change the personality of the community
more than the community does them.

Some of the so-called “"hip’’ communes evidence an
emasculating form of community. Much time is spent
just being together, iistening fo music, rapping
endiessly, or sitting around. The ultimate rule of such a
community is being gentle with each other, touching
each other and generally not viclating where another
person is at’’. It is a regression toward the womb.
Creen Revabstion 7



two kinds of cities are needed can,
however, be provided by cities
much smaller than those of which.
we are so proud today. No metrop-
oiis with 2 population in the
miltions is needed to provide them,
it is very probable that every need
of a -high culture with a high
standard of living could be provided
with cities of around 25,000 popu-
lation and without any cities of over
100,000.

it shouid be remembered that if
industry and agriculture, and own-
ership, control, education, and
government were decentralized,
the need for centralized activities
and institutions would be so greatly
reduced — and se¢ many of our
existing centralized enterprises en-
tirely eliminated - that the popu-

lation need no longer be central- -

ized. We would still need wholesale
markets: we would still need trans-
portation and financial centers, and
centers for government, higher
education, headquarters and spec-
tacles, but they would not have to
be so large and they would not
reguire such an array of workers to
man them, nor an army of un-
necessary workers to wait on the
necessary workers in them -

The airm of those concerned with
the design of cities ought not to be
the discovery of how large — and
inhuman — cities might be made,
but how small and human. If that

aim were pursued by city planners, .

and the truth about normal living
taught by our teachers, city centers
might become little different from
small towns in terms of density of
population, and the bulk of those
who worked in them live on rurban
homesteads  distinguishable from
the farmsteads farther out anly by
their smaller acreages, instead of in
the towering housing developments
of Manhattan.

‘The country can
survive without the
city; the city cannot

without the country.’

There is, unfortunately, no recog-
nition among  professional  kity
planners of the importance of de-
termining the optimum size for
cities. What is just as unfortunate,

sronomists, sociologists, and polit-

ical sclentisis  also ignore the
guestion, In all their approaches to
the problems of urban civilization,
the norm they take for granted is
limitless growth. That real sstate
people, mortgage bankers, con-
tractors and builders, local politi-
cians, big storekeepers, hotel men,
saioon keepers, brothel keepers
and gamblers should encourage the
fimitless growth of cities is some-
thing to be expected; but that
teachers and ieaders of the people
should accept this as normal is
typical of the mis-education of
modern man.

1 have said this modern city is
cancerous. | think the analogy is an
aimost perfect one. A cancer is a
growth developing in an otherwise
normal organ or tissue. iis principal
characteristic is its tendency toward
Sirmitless growth, It keeps on grow-
ing, following some degenerate
principle peculiar to itself, without
regard to the health of its host, and
unless checked, eventually destroys
not only its host but itself. The
principal characteristic of the mod-
ern city is limitless growth. Sheer
increase in popuiation and of area is
considered healthy by not only the

‘WE DIDN‘T APPRECIATE OUR OWN NEEDS FOR SEPARATENESS
— WE ATTEMPTED TO LIVE TO© CLOSELY’ by Pat Richardson

{In 1970, Patsy Richardson wrote this essay for The
Modern Utopian, publisked by Afternatives, PODrawer
A, San Francisco, California 94131, and reprinted in
Sources: An Anthology of Contemporary Materials
Useful for Preserving Personal Sanity While Braving
The Creat Technological Wildernass, Harper & Row,
1972. We are grateful to them all, and hope in the
meantime, Patsy Richardson has found a new and
better Freefolk.}

Freefolk Community is abandoned except for the birds
and the rabbits. Mavhe the deer have come back, now
that the people are gone. We left over a year ago;
gradually, the others did too.

Freefolk was a small, rural, anarchistic-type commune.
It flowered briefly for a vear and a half, then died out
the way a lot of communes do that you hear about and
then after a while don’t hear about anymore. | like to
think of our attempt there as part of a larger
experiment. Somehow, what we discovered may help
others who want to learn and live tfogether in
community.

& Green Revolution

There were times at Freefolk when love bicomed, when
we sang together, worked together as sisters and
brothers, felt in us the power of our mother earth.
There were also times when we didn’t speak to each
other, or care epough to reach ocut when someone
clearly needed us. Because we lived a life peeled down
to the good necessities, because we lived without the
shelter of all those institutions that protect and separate
people from each other, the high times were really
high, and the bad times pretty ugly — eyes stopped
meeting, hands stopped reaching, and we became
strangers living in the same house.

A ot of people think communities flop because of
economic hassles or pressure from outside. We haven’t
found that to be true. We ate well and kept reasonably
warm (though, sometimes interpersonal frictions kept
us from getting things done as well as we could have).
wWith a minimum of effort, we were able to maintain
open and {riendly relationships with neighbors. | guess
| can’t say why communities flop, but | have some ideas
about why Freefolk isn’t there anymore,



ordinary residents of cities, but
unfortunately by social scientists
who ought (o know better. All the
functions the modern city fulfifls
are subsidiary to-the ideal of sheer
growth.

There is only one right way to deal
with this ‘cancer — that is to
transform the tumerous growth into
a useful organism. The modern city
must be reduced in size until it
draws no more wealth, and no more
population, from the region it
serves, than is necessary to fulfill
the functions which alone justify its
existence. Its normalization and
humanization requires. decentrali-
zation. And the first step in the
realization of this revolution in cur
concept of city design and city
planning — of city composition —
is the development of a leadership
which sees the city not in terms of
the city as the unit of design, but of
city and region — of the whele
entity for which the city itself ought
tc be a convenient central service
station and nothing more,

City and Country

{ have said that the city is
dependent upon the countrv. Per-
hiaps it would be more correct to say

‘City people cannot
iv live merely by
exchanging the
pressing of their

pants for the washing

FE LA R REPRERR. 3

that if cur cities were normalized —
if metropolis and megalopolis were
decentralized — the interdepen-
dence-of city and country would be
recognized. Relatively, of course, it
is still the rural and not the urban
population which is most indepen-
dent. The country can  survive
without the city; the city cannot

without the country. it is easy to

establish the fact that the centers
we call towns and cities are
dependent economically for exist-
ence upon the country.

From the country must come daily
the food they consume. In very few
cities is there more than a few days

~supply of food; if foed did not come

in continuously, the people of the
city would quickly find themselves
reduced to starvation.

The city is even more deperndent
upon the country for water than for
food. Mew York, for instance, goes
two hundred miles for one source
alone of the water it must have.

Usually too it is dependent upow the
countey for its fuel and for the raw
materials it uses in its factories;
very few cities are actually built
over mines, and none can grow
wool and cotton and other agricul-
tural crops which their mills and
factories convert into finished

goods. |

The bigger the city, the larger the
region upon which it becomes
dependent for its exisience — for
people to consume its products, to
patronize its enterprises, and to {ax
{directly and indirecily) to support
its political machinery. Taking the
city as a whele, it cannct be
sustained by its own population.
Unless the territory tributary to if
supports it, it wouid soon cease {o
be a city. City people cannot wholly
live merely by exchanging the
pressing of their pants for the
washing of their clothes.

Finally, the city is dependent upon :
the country round about it for its
very population. The most obvious

Partly from necessity, partly hecause we didn't
appreciate our own needs for separateness, we
attempted to live toc closely.

Idealists that we are, with a;strong vision of how men
ought o live together, it was really difficult for us to
admit that we were uptight, needed more room, more
time for ourselves or really didn't care that much for
each other sometimes. Each of us had a vision, really
amazingly similar, about the way we wanted to live. But
because we weren’t there vet, it was the small things
that caused trouble. We all wanted fo live a simple
primitive existence. We all were content to iive without
rudes, electricity, power tools, or running water; in fact,
we felt strongly it was a necessity for our emetional,
spiritual, economic of political survival., What hung us
up was whether we should eat ail our honey in the fall
or ration it through the winter; whether we should tie
the cow or let her move around in the barn; whether we
should fence the garden around front or back; whether
we should restrain the kids or let them clobber each
other. And it wasn’t the fence or the honey that really
mattered. it was partly the fact that we had no other

personal creative challenges to divert our energies and
partly the fact that we started at the pinnacie of a vision
where people shared and cared for one another
intensely, but that was just not where we were at
personally. The mountain crumpled; tension rose; we
grew away from each other.

Maybe things didn’t have to go that way. There were a
lot of strongly individual types at Freefolik — meaning,
| guess people who liked having their own way, people
who had an urge to see the world move when they
pushed it. That's the kind of people that seem attracted
to community, people who find meaning in struggle.

Mavbe we could have made it together, adapted to , -

meet our various separate and collective needs, if we
could have tuned into what was happening soonar. We
were blinded by dreams, | think.

Saddest of all, we were unable in a vear and a half to
telt each other straight what it was we felt or thought, to
be open about cur needs and our hurts. Bitterness
grew, and silence grew, until it filled up the clearing
and now we're all gone except for the birds and the
rabbits.

Creen Revolution ¢



fact in the history of cities is that
city people sooner or later become

fe 3 prpnokant
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infertile; unless there
stream of young immigrants from
the fertile country into the city, ail
our modern cities would in a few
generations become MNecropolis —

the City of ‘the Dead.
Membership

From many standpoints, but par-
ticularly from the standpoint of the
community’s management, the
population of communities may be
said to be composed of two kinds of
people — of natives, citizens, or
members; and of sojourning aliens
or non-members.

Mative and stranger, citizen and
alien, member or non-member, are
not merely descriptive terms des-
cribing status — they are really
designations of individuals with,
and those without, responsibility
and power in the communities in
which they find themselves, Bui
while often used interchangeably
and synonymously, there are dis-
tinct states to which these terms are

applicable. Native and stranger are
terms which may be used with
regard to either a status created by
birth or by length of residence.
Mere nativity, however, cannot be
equated with responsibility. Chiid-
ren, criminals, and the insane may
all be natives, but that does not
make them responsible members of
the community. Citizen and alien,
on the other hand, are terms which
are properly applicable only to the
legal or political status of individ-
uals.

But membership and non-
membership, as | use the terms,
are applicable to & status which is
neither one of birth, nor length of
residence, nor arbitrary legal form-
ulation. To assume, as we do, that
membership in a local town, city, or
state is an automatic prerogative of

citizenship in the nation is non-'

sense. It violates the norm of local
autoromy. Membership in a com-
munity has its roots in something
inherent in and necessary to the
existence of normal communities.

No community can

afford to leave
composition of
membership

Membership is a term properly
applicable to, and a status properly
conferable only on, those individ-
vals in a community who have
accepted responsibility for all the
commenity’s vital activities.

Membership in the community,
however, is not, as we modern
victims of an’ over-atomistic ideo-
logy think, composed of individy-~
als_ It is cormposed of families. The
reaily responsibie unit, the exist-
ence of which we must recognize in
the organization of our coimmuni-
ties, must be the family; it cannot
be the fractional being we call an
individual.

. RESREEE
[The following essay is excerpted from Manas, an
exceptiopal journal of ideas and thoughts published at
POBox 32112, E! Sereno Station, Los Angeles,
California 90032.)

‘The resettling of America:

It is the formation

of the habit of responsibility
that will count,

related to the dignity of man.

[For what has] happened to the United States during
the Twentieth Century, some people deplore moral
decay and point to the erosions of war. Others speak ot
the decline of religion. Technology is given a large
- share of blame. A strong case can be made for the idea
“that most of our troubles are traceable to loss of
community.

Called for, Wendell Berry might say, is 2 deliberate
movement to resettle America in the light of what we
are able to find out about ourselves and the world. We
need to become individuals who value community and
its health-giving qualities, and we need communities
determined to regain both the moral and the practical
authority that, in time, will reduce the power and
political importance of states. There is now a great deal
of longing in the country for a basic change of this sort,
but longing leads to frustration when no avenues open

Manas Magazine up.

Where does one begin? In the way we go at things, we
have used up the country. There is no longer encugh

an essay from
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Bt the membership of the com-
munity is not compesed of all the
families which reside in it, nor even
of those born there, nor those who
have resided there long encugh to
cease being sojourners. It js com-
posed only of those families which
both live there and have a perman-
ent stzke in the community’s
commonwealth — which have not

confy made their homes in the
community, but also own a home-
stead in it.

The evidence that communities
which disregard this fact in their

arganization are abnormal is over-

whelming. Communities composed
mainly of what ! call non-members
are not merely abnormal — they
are subnormal. All" the evidence
indicates that in the composition of
communities, the norm of member-
ship must be observed; the deter-
mining majority of th@ papuiat%an

but which in fact establish their
competence and right to participa-
tion in the community’s manage-
ment.

The mere statement of these facts
makes it plain that no community
can afford to leave the matter of its
composition and membership un-
planned, to mere chance. The
prevailing assumption that com-
munities are helpless in  this
matter, and that they should leave
everybody free to buy into that
community, is mistaken. Zoning is
evidence of the fact that much can
be done to control the use of the
community’s land. The present
method of conferring membership
arbitrarily and irrationally upon any
individual who can afford to buy
land or who resides in the com-
munity thirty days or even six
months is destructive and not
promotive of wholesome commun-

ty, their customs,

Homegeneity vs. Heterogenafty

The people of a community may be
s0 jike one another in their heredi-
their conven-
tions, their vaiues, as to make it
notable for the amity of its atme-
sphere — for the sodality, har-
moeny, and sympathy and mutual

must consist of families which live
tn the community, which own land
ire i, and which earn their Jivings in
it. The population must consist
mainly of families formally admit-
ted or accepted inte membership by
the community as a corporate entity
— by a process akin to that of
naturalization — on the basis of
qualifications which not only seem-
ingly establish their responsibility,

ity life.

‘Membership in
communities is

not composed of
individuals — itis
Ol.ﬁ. f

composed of families.

friendliness of the individuals of
which it is composed. Or these
essentials of humane life mav be
absent because its population cor-
sists of too many. irreconcilables —
of so many different kinds of
individuals and groups as to make
misunderstanding, dislike, and
discord almaost certain, and to make
the community notable for the
mutual hostility. and antagonism of
the people of which it is composed.

" raw material for that kind of life.

Our economists think in terms of the weed-like growth
of the “"boom’’ cycle (made possible by four centuries
of the peeples of Europe acquiring ‘frontier’ land) with
all its excifement and immeasurable waste, and add,

also, the sudden availability of cheap fossnl fuel, just
when the frontier was closing, and vou get a sense of
why there is so much confusion and pain in the present.

Then you go on from there, recognizing what cheap fuel
did to agriculture, how it made insanely over-sized
cities possible, while giving to the military the means of
conquering or intimidating the world. At the same
time, as a2 natural part of wbanization, the market
econcmy came not merely to dominate but zhsorb
modern life.

Yet change is absolutely necessary. We have reached a
point where biased economic analysis can no longer
hide the ruthless impact of the market psychology on
aur lives. It comes over you when yeu want to buy a
home, but can’t afford it. it comes over you while
driving home from work on a congested freeway where
cars move — when they move — af ten miles an hour,
And when so much money is needed for rent and food
that buying dothes for the children is a serious

problem. In a society ruled by the market psychology,
you can’t economize except inv very small ways, In a
market society, everythmg costs monsy, and the prices
keep going up.

in an article for Rain for last December, Tom Bender
makes the case for changing to self-reliant economics:
““Decrease in size, regaining local control, or internal-
izing the spiit between producer and consumer are the
inherent structural changes that eliminate or aveid the
problems, rather than trying o mitigate their effects.
As the real costs of centralized exchange economiss are
becoming clearer, we are disdovering the historicaily
better fit of decem. alized, locally-controiled economies.

- in none of these cases does self-reliance at any
particular level mean slamming the door and cuiting off
fromthe rest of the world. What it does mean is shifting
the percentages of whai we take responsibility for
ourselves at each level vs. what we leave to ‘someone
else’.””

it is this formation of the habit of responsibility that will
count, in the long run. There is a contagion in the
acceptance of responsibility, related to what we spesk
of as the dignity of man.

This seems about what is meant by resettiing America.

Creen Revolution 11



There have been experiments, most

IR M
of them Uhhﬁﬁg‘y’ “ﬂzﬁu:"es i WNICH

idealists  deiiberately establ:shed
communities composed of peopie
conspicuously different from one
another in the belief that hetero-
geneity could be disregarded be-
cause irreconcilability was not in
reality a faci.
L S )

Most of the communities in 2 nafion
like Denmark are homogeneous, In
most of them, the whole population
is Danish both genealogically and
by language and culture. Fven in
those cities in which considerable
numbers of foreigners are found,
the percentage is not large enough
to affect the essential homogeneity
of the community. But in the United
States, most of our communities are
heterogenecus — their populations
include large numbers of peopie so
different in race, nationality, reli-
gion and political and social belisfs
as to make the similarities between
them {such as the ability to speak
some sort of English) relatively
unémportant. There are, however,

notable exceptions which deserve
study. There are, for instance, a
sufficient number of towns in the
New England states, in the Penn-
sylvania Dutch region, among the
Hopi and Mavajo, to make it
possible to determine whether ho-
mogeneity or heterogeneity is the
norm.

New Glarus, Wisconsin, is com-
posed almost exclusively of de-
scendants of emigrants from the
Canton of Glarus, Switzerland. The
population is composed of individ-
uals of the same race (in this case,
white): of the same national an-

cestrv (in this instance Swiss); of
the same religion {in this instance
Protestant); of the same or similar
political faith (Republican or Dem-
ocrat); of the same socio-economic
status (farmers, craftsmen, store-
keepers, and professional men
serving one another, with no indi-
vidual and no distinct group very
much richer than the remainder
and all equally free to take part in
the social life of the community}.

MNew Glarus is therefore a homo-

geneous community,

The population of a heterogenecus
community, on the other hand, is
composed of individuals who are
different as to race, national an-
cestry, religion, fundamental polit-
ical faiths and socio-economic stat-
us. There is overwhelming evi-
dence that social tensions between
mdwaduals and groups, social
problems and frustration and un-
happiness is greater in heterogene-
ous than in homogeneous commun-
ities {in spite of the existence of
greater opportunities of all kinds).

in old homogeneous commumtles

’?HE MGDERN CGMMUNALEST MOVEMEN'{ IS A DERECT

ATTACK ON HUMAN ALIENATION’

[Kenneth Rexroth’s. book, Communalism: From its
Origins To The Twentieth Century, published by
Seabury Press, N.Y., 1974, is an excellent history of
community, from which these thoughts are excerpted,
and for which we are grateful

There were in the Nineteenth Century, and still are
today, communal religious cults, most bizarre in their
docirines, and despotically ruled by a leader who is the
keeper of special revelations. it is a mistake to classify
these as communes. They are actually rackets,
large-scale collective confidence games. operated at
immense profit to their leaders. -

Many of these people seern to have realized that the
imore outrageous their gospel, the more dupes they
would attract. The will to believe things because they
are impossible is a widespread failing of the human
race.

With few exceptions, communalistic colonies were
ravivals of the neolithic village with more or less
modern technology. This is still true today. Communal-
ism has been haunted by a gospel of “‘back to the land””
and in 50 many instances the colonies failed because
the members insisted upon basing their economy
exclusively on agriculture, even though the colonists
kriew nothing about farming, least of all what hard work
it was.
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by Kenneth Rexroth

Secular comimunes have almosi always fatied in very
short aorder. A simple belief that all men should live
together as brothers is not sufficiently well-defined to
inspire a strong commitment. And where the commun-
ity is open to anyone who wishes to come and enroll
himself as a mermnber, disaster is certain. Commitment
is weak at best, but such colonies attract the redundant
individuals cast off by the dominant society — idlers;
cranks, and those who cannot get along with anybody at
home or on the job, and who therefore think themselves
qualified to get along with the delicately balanced
extended family of a commune.

Almost every commune has iried fo be self-sustaining
and to achieve both communism of consumption and
production. Only the Hutterites have managed to be
financially successful agriculturalists, and in their
earlier days, they too were primarily craftsmen . ldeally,
a community should have sufficient land to feed itself |

and in addition have some specialized manufacture

which can compete in the marketplace because of its
high quality.
Mot only have the longest lived colonies owed their
cohesion and commitment to supernatural sanctions,
but they have been governed by individuals of powerful
charisma. . .

Just as today in many hippie communes, the only work




nothing seems o happen; in heter-
ogeneous cormmunities, everything
and anything.

in particular respects, therefore,
heterogeneous communities may
provide advantages which are de-
nied to the individual or the group
in homogeneous communities — it
is easier to establish new indus-

trine  fannd new movements o
[ries, ounc new movemems, Oof

ganize new institutions in them;

brotherhood of man, rational
human beings should nevertheless
accept it, and in considering the
specifically membership in it, take
inte account what is good for the
community now and not in some
idyllic future when all people,
without regard to race or creed, are
brothers and sisters. Homogeneity
makes cooperation and association
upon 2 human and humane level

solidarity, Implementing this calls
for at least two organized commun-
ity movements and activities: 1}
selection and elimination and 7}
educaiion and evangelization.

‘The problem of
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communities is

and they furnish greater opportun-
ities for individuals to become
wealthy, to enter upon new occupa-
tions, to change their political or
religious faiths, to alter their
standard of living, and to develop
capacities and talents (not always
desirable), which otherwise might
jie dormant. But in spite of this, the

much easier.

evidence indicates that life in
homogeneous communities is more
pleasant and furnishes greater
satisfactions to normal  human

beings.

Facts, of course, are siubborn
things. Deplore this fact as much as
we may from the standpoint of the

done seems to be done by women, so in the history of
many of the secular communes of the 19th Century.
Women rebelled because all the work was shifted to
them, while the men sat around, drank whiskey,
chewed tobacce, and discussed communism, the
equality of the sexes and the freedom of women.

Communism as such Joes not seem to have been a
factor in the failure of most colonies. Many, perhaps
most that fail, do so for economic reasons.

Wherever there existed powerful forces for commit- |

ment and cohesion, a carefully-screened membership,
and intelligent leaders with wide practical experience,
communism proved to be, economically, extremely
successful. The model in this regard is the Hutterite
colony.

It is difficult to relate the thousands of groups that call
themselves communes that have sprung up all over the
world since the Second World War. Manhy are not
comimines at all, but cooperative boarding houses of
the sort that have always existed. Just because their
members smoke marijuana and sleep with each other
indiseriminately does not make them fundamentally
different from  the GCreek-letter fraternities. Some
open-gate rural communes are in fact outdoor
crashpads. Three hundred adolescent hitchhikers
bivouacking on three hundred acres which the
permanent members do not bother to farm does not
constitute a commune. Here again, sensationalist
journalism has had z field day. A large number have
managed to organize themselves, however, as genuine

The problem of humanizing many
of our communities is the problem
of homogenizing, or in the truest
sense of the word, unifying them -
of imbuing them with fraternity and

unifying them.’

1. By selection, | mean, on the one
hand, organized attraction of desir-
able immigrants (from other, per-
haps oversized, communities), and
on the other, organized encourage-
ment — by creating a proper
climate of public opinion — of the
bearing of full complemenis of
children by the desirable families of
the community. By elimination, |
mean, on the one hand, organized
help in encouraging the emigration

communes of consumption, and a few of production.

There is a certain unreality, moreover, about an old
mansion or a twelve-room Riverside Drive apartment
cccupied by lawyers, professors, and social warkers
who share expenses, play musical beds, and call
themselves a commune. The nearer a commune cormes
to being potentially completely self-sustaining, the
nearer it approaches its ideal of a saving remnant, the
nucleus of a society which will survive when the
dominant society perishes. Of course, in the
apocalypse, the urban communes will perish aleng with
the cities.

A complete 'Do as thou wilt shall be the whole of the
law’’ total individual anarchism simpiy does not work.
A good many contemporary communes operate on this
basis, but they seem to have an average 100% turnover
every year. The commune persists, essentially, as just
an address.

Selectivity is the first law of communalism. The
communes that are most successful today either do not
allow visitors at all, or do not aliow them to stay more
than overnight, and prospective members are subjected
to a searching novitiate.

Madern warfare has produced an immense number of
totally-alienated people. It is this pervasive and
absolute alienation that takes the place of religion or
ideclogy amongst contemporary communards; and the
modern communalist movement is a direct attack on
human alienation as such, discarding the roundabout

maneuvers of socialistn and communism.
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of. desirable but locally incompati-
ble mndividuals and families from
the community to communities in
which they would actually be
happier, and on the other, gradual
elimination of the hopelessly unfit
by’ discouraging their rearing of
progeny. '

2. By education and evangelization,
i mean the inculcation of a common
teleclogical ideology — a common

the basis for welding the member-
ship of 2 heterogeneous community
together. A common religion (as
the case of Mormonism) is such a
welder of diverse peoples. Marx-
jsm, in Russia, proves that an
economic idea is also such s welder.
Unfortunately, goals which are
abnormal and inhuman — the goal
of Fascism and Mational Socialism,
for instance — can also be used for
this purpnse.

Both these methods of community
homogenization are hard upon in-
dividuals who differ  from  the
etermining majority of the mem-
bers of a community — the first
because it requires people ¢ tear
up their roofs and establish them-
selves in a new community, arid the

.................

abandon iife-long habits of belief
and behavior and to acquire new

body of ideas about the ultimate
purpese to which life should be
gevoted. Acceptance of a common
faith, of common values, of com-
mon goals, makes possible ‘the
welding together of the peaple of a
community even when there are
great original differences in the
individuals of which it is compesed.
Any idea which the determining
majority agree upon may be made

ideas and habits.

Classes and Occupations

If a comwmunity is fo justify its
existence, merit the love and
devotion of its members, and make
themn chieerfully willing to sacrifice
time and money for its suppert and
development, it needs the leader-
ship of a genuine elite, composed of
individuals who are quality-

‘SINCE CULTURE IS PROCEEDING IN THE WRONG DIRECTION,

{

[Rethink: A Paraprimitive Solution by Gordon Rattray
Taylor, published by E.P. Dutton & Co., N. Y., 1973, is
the source of this essay; we are grateful to Gordon
Taylor for these excerpted thoughts.]

Social Suicide: The Erosion of Community

Why is community vanishing in the modern world?
First let us consider what are the factors which favour
the development and maintenance of COMmMmUAity.
Basically, it is the existence of things held in common
by members of the community: common interests,
institutions, rituals, values, skills. Buf at the basis of
community lies territory, for if people do not meet
reguiarly, then the integration which is the special
feature of community cannot occur.

What then is responsible for the erosion of comrmunity?
The most distinctive force at work, 1 suggest, is
mobility — both change of abode and daily movement
to and from a fixed abode. It is cbvious that the
emotional investments which | have described, both
those involving people and place, cannot develop far
where individuals or families move in and out of the
group every few vears. To say that low residential
mohility is a requirement does not mean, of course, that
individuals should not be free to move about, within
reason, on a short-term basis.

The mobility conferred by the car does make it possible,
however, for a person who nominally lives in a
community to place all his interests outside it
Obviously, if a large number of members behave in this
way, the community disintegrates.

Ancther serious aspect of day-to-day mobility is the

way in which it enables large numbers of strangers to
14 Green Revelution

flood into a community for 3 short period.

Modern communications also undermine community by
focusing attention on national and on world affairs,
rather than on local issues, and by conveving
information about other patterns of behaviotr, other
nenefits. Obviously, some interest in world affairs is
desirable, but the balance has swung too far.

The third force ernding community is the generalization
of culture — coca-colonization as it is often called in
recognition of the American influence on other
cultures. But it is not just a question of goods, or even
tashions, Technology tself tends te destroy local
variation. Today, we have a generalized culture. Sorme
think it is a good thing, and it obviously has some
advantages. But they come at a high price.

Finally, community is eroded by “immigration” -
meaning the eniry of a considerabie number of new
members with different values, conventions, and
interests; in contrast, the occasional entrant fries to
become assimilated, and if he does not, it is no great
matter,

Mass Society

‘Mass Society” is the term coined to indicate a society in
which community is weak or absent. In mass society,
most of the people we meet in the courseof 2 day are
strangers about whom we know nothing. And there are
too many of them. If we hear that a2 member of our
community has suffered a misfortune, we offer to help,
But we cannot help all the people in a great city who
need help, or even find them. So the .spontanecus
impulse dries up, and at best, we support some
charitable undertaking.



minded, eminent for the superiority
of their minds and characters, who
are of commanding moral worth
and excellence, in contradistinction
to an aristocracy, plutocracy, or
bureaucracy composed of individ-
uals whe are quantity-minded, of a
class which rules and exercises
power in the community not be-
cause it is composed of the best

trades and professions.

% & B R R

Though the subject of the various
classes which are needed to norm-
alize a community needs much
more consideration than it is given
by the leaders and teachers of

modern humans, obsessed as they
re by the shibbo-

aly
unfuﬁuual_cxy arF SN0

leths of democracy and equality, |

approach to the subiect here,
calling attention to the fact that no
community can be normal, none
can be as desirable a place in which
to live as it might and should be,
unless it contains a class of individ-
uals notable for their vision and
aspirations, and a class tough-
minded encugh to realize drsams
and to make actualities out of their
own and the community’s ambi-

individuals in the community, but
because it is composed of those whe
are strongest, most ruthless, or
most cunning and politic; it needs,
in the literal meaning of the term,
as Ralph Waldo Emerson used the
word, a nobility. 1t must have, if it
is to supply the goods, the services,
and the educations which people
need to enable them to live like
normal human beings, its due share
of representatives of the various

can only very briefly outline an

tions. These are characteristics
found not in common but in un-
common individuals. If the masses
of men and women were properly
led and taught, they would nat envy
the superiority of any individual or
class, but recognize what their
presence contributes to the life and
improvement of the community as a
whole. And if the members of the
elite were in their turn properly

IT MUST ABANDON TS PRESENT COURSE.’

The cost of this depersonalization is high. Transactions
lose their social content, and become purely economic,
and so tougher.

The mass scciety undermines the psyche of its
members in other ways. ‘In cities, a2 man gains his
freedom, but loses his sense of direction,’ as the
sociologist R.E. Park once aptly put it.

In the mass society, status ceases to be functional, and
a phony status system is substituted.

insecurity becomes marked, since one can rely on no
one for help. So serious is this factor that the state is
obliged to siep in and provide aid for those in trouble —
not only incomes for the unemployed, but food for the
elderly, supervision of child upbringing, aid for victims
of flood, and much else.

Indeed, and the poini is often overlooked, the state only
came into being as a result of the decay of community.
To ask for the restoration of community is to ask for the
withering away of the state.

in mass society, a person forms economic links with one
group of people, social links with another, political links
with another. He gets his medical care from vet another
people, his education from yet others, and 50 on. in this
life, he has transactions with tens of thousands of
pecple, many of them unknown te him. It is complexity
and specialization which gives rise to anonymity and
impersonality in the modern society. And it is this
which causes the lack of involvement, the absence of
commitment, which is so noticeable teday.

What then, could we do if we seriously wished to
restore a sense of cormmunity in our society? We should

by Gordon Rattray Taylor

have to persuade people to settle in one place. We
would have to create a dlimate of osinion in which
people would seek to keep a proportion of their
activities in their local community. In the fong run, the
answer must depend on reducing population densities.

Finally, we should have to resist the ruthless
appropriation of cultural items from other groups,
whenever those items are a source of pride to them.

What | wish to establish is that small, stable groups
such as must men lived in until a century or so ago,
offer psychologicali and social rewards which are
steadily becoming rarer. The setting-up of communes is
thus a spontaneous attempt to restore the organic
quality of society. Can it be restored for the entire
population of a country, or can it only be achieved by
minorities who opt cut from the normal pattern of
society?

To sum up, to restore community and cure anomia, we
should have to reduce the rate of social and
technological change, reduce the mobility of the
individual and perhaps even discourage comsnunica-
tions; we should have to limit the inflow of new
members to commiunities, and we should have to
preserve the ‘unigues’ in each cultural tnit, accepting
cultural diversity rather than Standardlzatlcm and a
common culture as a2 social aim.

These are aims which go against the whole trend of our
times, and to many, will seem retrogressive. But since .
my case is that our culture is proceeding in the wrong
direction, it follows inevitably that it must zhandon its
present course,
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educated, they would discover that
theve is greater satisfaction to he
to serve than to exploit. The norm
for class Composition s net uni-
formity, but diversity.

TR OR R E

That the community needs repre-
sentatives of all the important

vocations is so obvious as to make

unnecessary. Without shops and
stores of all kinds, it forces people
either to go without or to spend
their money in other communities.
b builds up and enriches the city
near to it at the same time that it
impoverishes itself.

It must not be forgotien that people
have artistic and spiritual as well as
material needs, and that the occu-
pations needed to make normal

community call for 2 guota of
teachers, poets, musicians,
dancers, dramatists, painters,
sculptors, architects. If these ocou-
pations were represented by those
who were, so to speak, part-time
workers at their professions, in-
stead of men and women trving to
make their livings whoily out of
earning money. out of them, as they

are taught to do today, and who

_make themselves financially inde-

detailed discussion of this norm

Two Voices from India:
Gandhi and Tagore
on Community

[Candhi’s vision for India saw the need for the
redevelopment of community values. This discussion of
Candhian values is adapted from Community Service
Mewsletter, November, 7950.}

Garidhi outiines a system which he called ‘‘Basic
Education’”’. It may be described as the art of
performing ail the functions necessary to human life
with the whole mind and soul, and thus give to the
common daily tasks significance, meaning, and
spiritual value. It was a system of education which from
infancy trains human beings to live humanly as
members of smali, vital communities, and through
personal and cooperative action to satisfy their common
needs, to organize their own economic life and on its
foundation build a beautiful and vital spiritual life. In
such communities, every person may, and to some
extent will, become an architect of life, and thus will
live vitally, enthusiastically, and satisfyingly. There is
no limit to the spiritual possibilities of living on this
plane, while communities trained in its ways would
possess an inward strength which weuld make them
invulnierable to attacks of any kind. Their strength
would be manifest in ali their works, and a nation made
up of such communities would be equaily invulnerable.

The community must be of limited size such that every
personn within it can embrace it in his mind and
imagination ands feel 2 communal relationship with all
its members. These smal! communities would achieve
degrees of self-sufficiency.

How can these new communities be established?
Obviously, they can be built only by those who have the
vision of them. For 2 long time to come, therefore, the
extension of small communities living on the lines of
Basic Education must proceed independently of
government, on voluntary lines, and prevail by reason
of the abundant life which they bring within reach of
ali.
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living possible for the members of a

pendent on homesteads,

every

{This essay is by Rabindran_ath Tagore from his work,
City and Village. Tagore is a noted indian educator and
philosopher,]

A relationship of mutual benefit between the city and
the village can remain strong only so long as the spirit
of cooperation and self-sacrifice is a living ideal in
society. When some universal temptation overcomes
this ideal, then a gulf is formed and goes on widening
between them. Then the mutual relationship of city and
village becomes that of exploiter and victim. This is a
form of perversity whereby the body politic becomes its
own enemy, and whose termination is death.

We have started in India our work of village
reconstruction, the mission of which is to retard this
process of race suicide. According to us, the poverty
probiem is not the most important — the problem ot
unhappiness is the great problem. Weaith, which is the
synonym for the production and collection of things,
men can make use of ruthlessly. They can crush life cut
of the earth and flourish. But happiness, which may not
compete with wealth, is final, it is creative; therefore, it

_has its sources of riches within itself.

Our object is to try to flood the choked bet of village life
with the stream of happiness. Forthis, the scholars, the
poets, the artists have to collaborate, to offer their
contributions. Otherwise, they must live like parasites,
sucking life from people and giving nothing back to

them.

Cities there must be in man’s civilization, just as in
higher organisms there must be organized centers of
lite, such as the stomach or heart. These never
overwhelm the tiving wholeness of the body — or the
contrary, by a perfect federation of their functions, they
maintain its richness. But a tumor round which the
blood is congested is the enemy of the whole body upon
which it feeds as it swells. Our modern ities in the
same way feed upon the social organism that runs
through the villages; they continually drain away the
life stuff of the community, and slough off a huge
amount of dead matter, while assuming a lurid
counterfeit of prosperity,

When a very large body of men come together for the
sake of some material purpose, then it is as a
congestion, and not a congregation. When men are
close together and yet develop no intimate bond of
human relationship, there ensues moral putrefaction. [



community could support s share
of them, and talented individuals
raised by the communify would not
be driven out of it by the barren-
ness of its artistic and social life,
and by the fact that only big cities
furnish them any opporfunity to
reatize their aspirations.

Recrusting the Community

In the composition of communities,
we may, sub-humanly, leave the
matter of recruiting and maintain-
ing the population to mere chance
— 0 what is in effect. natural
selection — or we may, like human
beings, turn to planned selection.
Planning does not, of course, imply
any abolition of what is natural; it is
just that failure of human beings io
use their knowledge and capacity

for forethought to plan what they do
as individuals and in groups is

simply for them to behave like

animals rather than like normal

hurman beings.

Almost without exception, all the
tribes and nations of mankind have
“exercised some sort of control in
this matier. To this day, local com-
munities and neighborhoods in the
United States, even though they
have virtually no legal powers of
exclusion, do in many instances
exercise a series of planned selec-
tion even though it is offen merely
expressive of their prejudices.
There is overwhelming evidence
that planless composition results in
‘disintegration. The facts point to a
norm long recognized in parlia-
mentary law, every community
miust be the judge of the qualifica-
tiohs of its own members, within
the framework, of course, of those
universal laws which no community
or nation has any right to violate.

* £ K * K

There are at least five distinct
methods which deserve considera-
tion in the impiemeniation of this
norim, in the substitution of
homogenization and harmonization
for our present method of leaving
the recruiting and maintenance of
our communities to landlords, tand
speculators, real estate sub-
dividiers, and to boosters organized
in chambers of commerce. These
five methods are 1) generation by
eugenic breeding, 2} necrosis by
contraception, sterilization, and

euthanasia, 3} immigration by wovi-
tation, 4} emigration and explusion,
and 5) harmonization through re-
education. All five of these methods
are to. some extent, ahlmost un-
consciously, used, but ail of them
can be much more effectively used
deliberately to conirol the composi-
tion to normalize the population of
communities.

1. Ceneration -- it calls for
teaching desirable men and women
that the greatest satisfaction in life
for them lies in the normal com-
pletion of their lives with father-
hood and motherhood.

2. Voluntarvy contraception and
sterilization — can be taught.

3 dmmigration — As it is today,
immigration and emigration is a
matter of not much more than
individual caprice little influenced
by “consideration of community
well-being. A community, if it is to

survive as a desirable place in

which to live, takes the initiative in
either persuading those in the
desired occupations o becorme
members of the community by
deing whatever may be necessary
to make the community attraciive to
theen; or it must persuade some of
those already in the community 1o
prepare themselves for such ocou-
pations, perhaps by subsidizing the
education of its own members.

4. Emigration and Fxpulsion — As
it is today, those who leave their
home cormmunities, particularly the
smaller ones, are often those who
would make the most desirable
members of them - the maost

armbitious and best-educated young
men and women they have raisad,
In 2 normal commurity, the exact
opposite sheuld take place. Every
effort should obviously be made to
make the community and its future
so attractive as to holds these
desirable members. On the other
hand, there must be an equally
weli-organized effort t¢ persuade
undesirabie members to migrate.
Undesirabie, as | am here using the
term, refers not only to those who
are socially and morally un-
desirable, but alss to otherwise
perfectly desirabie individuals and
fammilies with characteristics, how-
ever, which make them discordant
and incongruous. Persuasion may
involve nothing more than making
them realize that they would be
happier in a community of people
more like themselves, but it should
include organized provisions for
Ibuying . their propertyl or  for
helping them to move and estabilish
themselves equally well elsewhere.
Expulsion, in contrast, should be
the last resort in dezling with this
problem. :

5. Harmornization - Finally, there
is selection through what | think of
as  harmonizingf the discordant
through re-education. Unless a
family or individual carnot be re-
educated at ali, the method of
solving the problem which should
be tried first is that of conversion —
of transformation inteliectually,
socially, morally. The discordant
may be re-educated; they may be
persuaded to accept the mores and
practice the folkways of the com-
mimnity, and so cease being hetero-
geneous elements in the popula-
tion. |t calls not for behavior which
provokes resentrnent, but for twe
quite different things: 1} recogni-
tion by idealists of the fact that the
work of re-educating a community
requires not hostility and contempt
on the part of the “‘teacher” but
competence in a difficudt task, and
2} recognition by the community
itself of the need for constant
re-evaluation and re-education. 1t
calls, in other words, for a Schol of
Living in the community, and for
idealists who are rot only pos-
sessed by new ideas but who have
equipped themselves for teaching
and leadership,
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Mo matter how much
families in such a community may
try to fill the void creaied by the
absence, let us say, of a School of
Living, not even the richest and
most highly-cultivated families can
render life in it entirely normal for
themsealves. In such a community,
these are the families which ought
to take the initiative and furnish the

individuai

‘No community can

be normal unless it
contains individuals
noted for their vision
and individuals
tough-minded enough
to realize dreams.’

them as one of the many instity-
tions with which eVery wmmunity
must be equipped by the communi-
ty fself if the communities in which
we live are ever to be normalized
and humanized.

This study of community has nec-

QQCRH!\( been an anr'nmn!ete discuys-

sion of an enormously important
subject. But if it persuades a saving

leadership in establishing such a
School. -

The families of no community can
afford to abdicate responsibility for
the organization and operation of
its schools. Centralization results in
the substitution of official propa-
ganda for what should be individu-
ally felt; in the organization of
schools niot in accordance with local
and regional traditions and topo-
graphic and climactic conditions,
tut in accordance with national and
even cosmapelitan concepts of cub
ture. It leads everywhere to the
acceptance of a single, reotiess

culture in contrast with the creation
of a multiplicity and diversity of
indigenous cultures. The time has
come te cease thinking of schools as
institutions which the state and the
nation should control. The time has
come to lead people to think of

e s e

‘Maybe each giant
region of the earth
needs one giant city
- one giant cesspool
to attract ﬂ":@ phosphorescently — o attract the
decadents and
annihilate them.’

‘Every community
must be the judge of
gualifications of its
own members.’

......

remnant of the teachers and leaders
of modern. man to sericusly concern
themselves with something other
than city life, it has not been
written in vain.

Maybe each great region of the
earth needs one giant city — one
giant cesspool which glitters
x5z

decadents of the region and then, in
a few generations, annihilate them.
Maybe the city is needed t¢ make
evolution work. But if this is so,
then Normal Living is impossible,
for these great boils upon the body
politic — these centers of corrup-
tion and decay — are certain,
unless history lies, to ultimately
infect the whole population and, by
giving, it a false ideal to which
aspire, make it despise the ideal of
living in normal communities like
normaE human beings. i

‘OURFAULTUES iNFAiLiNG TO DEAL WITH THE - oooreosgeee
PRACTICALITIES OF TRANSFORMING SOCIETY Nicholas Hlldyard

[This editorial is excerpted from one written by
Nicholas Hildyard, editor of New Ecologist, a journal
published by Ecosysferns, Ltd., 73 Molesworth St.,
Wadebridge, Cornwall PL27 7DS, United Kingdom.
We are grateful for the thoughtful chaﬂenge to ‘human
ecologists” he poses here. ]

Under The Cuillotine

There is an apocryphal story about a famous Victorian
writer of penny-dreadfuls that iilustrates the Establish-
ment’s attitude to ecological action. Leaving his hero
tied at the rack in a convent, with a guillotine only
inches away from his neck, the author departed from
his office and got blind drunk in a local gin palace.
Come the copy-date for the following week’s install-
ment, he had not returned to write the seguel. In vain,
his colleagues racked their brains for a way in which the
hero might escape from almost certain death, but none
of them could find a solution. Finally the writer
reappeared, swept away the hacks around him, and
wrote, "With one leap, Oswald was free!”’

However acute the problems that face us, and however
much we know that they threaten the very survival of
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the planet, we cling faithfully to the belief that some
miracle leap will bring us to safety: whether we wait
upen a technological Messiah, or rely upen the wonders
of a free-market economy, we believe in a deus ex
machina who will come to save us. There has been
much debate, even much agreement, over the coming
crisis, but the practical measures that have to be taken
to halt the slide to disaster can. be counted en one hand.
The hour-glass is rapidly running out, and as the sands
sift away, the greatest crisis we face is our own mertsa

debate what action we should take.

[Cur] fault lies in having faifed to deai with the
practicalities of transforming society. Many agree with
the analysis of what has gone wrong. Some people in
positions of power agree in whole or in part with
ecological policies of decentralisation, re-establishrnent
of the extended family, and a labour-intensive
economy. But when it comes to the practical details, the
means of decentralisation, of decreasing consumption
or achieving self-sufficiency, there is a chorus of
dissension, and often ideas are not aired for fear that
they will weaken the movemeni.

Now the time has come to seek practical solutions.



“Family’’ and “‘community’’

cease to be real entities to people

who trace all values back to ‘the
individual. For them, family and
community are merely the environ-
meitt and field of activity needed to
help  the individual realize his
happiness and fuifiliment. This
individualistic view of life came to
characterize many civilizations of
the past. At such times, the cement
of family and group lovalty dis-
appeared and disintegration began
to set in.

This view has come to be so

dominant that we can scarcely
conceive of other ways of life. Yet
most of mankind has lived on a very
different basis. Family and com-
munity have penerally been recog-
nized as real and significant. Con-
trary to what we might expect with
our present extreme individualism,
this more secial attitude did not
involve loss of individual freedom
or of individuality. Freedom and
individuality depend upon cofnmit-
ment to commupity values and are
limited by lack of variety.

Qur civilization, and all of its
institutions, has set its heart
against and has fought the primit-.
ive concept of the community as
being itself a fundamental and real
entity of life. In dealing with the
Americanr Indians, the policy of
aiming at the destruction of the
ancient community spirit has been
all but universal, In Europe, except
in Switzerland, the community
‘previously was emasculated be-
cause it was an obstacle to concen-
trated feudal power. More recently,
the French Revolution, in its effort
to eliminate all opposition, impdsed
similar bureaucratic centralism on
society. Any centralization of power
iries to destroy whatever chal-

an essay from

THE IRONY OF INDIVIDUALISM
— [T IS BEST ACHIEVED IN
COMMUNITY

Community Service News

lenges its complete supremacy -
and the community challenges that
because it reserves some elements
of self-determination.

Men cannot escape community
— they are community, as well as
individuality. They are either rich
or poor in community, and carry
that wealth or poverty with them
wherever they go. One’s weaith in
capacity for community values can-
not be achieved by seeking only
self-realization, but only by seeking
also community realization. Unless
the community is realized about us,
it is not realized in us.,

it is not possible to have a
healthy love for the comamunity
solely in terms of what it will do for
oneself. The parents who love the
child onily for their own self-
fulfiliment are known for their
selfishness.

Neither can we love the com-
munity as if it were itself an object
of value, if in our hearts we believe
it is not. Certainly a community
cannot be deeply valued by people
who have no identification with it.

Community experience tends to

lead to identification and love for
commenity. '

The extreme emphasis on indi-
viduaiisrn has been intimately as-
soctated with 'totalitarianism. In
order to wield its fotalitarian power,
the Roman Empire dissolved or
disapproved of all bonds of loyalty,
social control, and value except the
individual, the family, and organi-
zations subservient t the state.
wWhen the Christian Church came
under the sway of that tradition, it
reinterpreted the individual’s sal-
vation as being in the church
largely irrespective of community
association. This philosophy, de-

veloped by such leading theologi-
ans as Augustine, adopted the
Roman Empire’s totalitarian dis-
trust of the primary groups — the
autonomous groups of friends and
the stable community - substitut-
ing for them the central authority of
the church dealing with the solitary
individual.

There is no such thing as
individual salvation. Life must be-
gin with self-mastery, but it can
only grow in compact, in associa-
tion, in affiliation, essential forms
of which are the universal family
and small community. The great
religions have universally pro-
claimed the necessity for self
abnegation, not for the contra-
dictory purpose of self-glorification,
but because it is the necessary
condition for growing with one
another into a higher order of life
and meaning.

Religion needs to be pari of the
community, because religion is the
discipline that gives the community
its being. Religion makes the
community work as a unit in
harmony, love, and right action.

It must not be said that we are
faced with the dilemmma of moral
man and immoral society. That
view is one of the outgrowths of the
individualist philosophy. A moral
society can be achieved, not in the
abstract, but out of moral individu-
als and families organically asso-
ciated in mora! communities, them-
selves associated in a moral world
order.

[This essay is excerpted from
Community Service News, May,
1951, published by Community
Service, Inc., Yellow Springs,
Ohio. |
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The Uban A

/o Kaswan, 164 West 19th Ave..

Membership

For a variety of reasons, we have
done little to promote national mem-
bership during the past year. One
reason was the transition period at
Green Revolution. We didn’t want to
press for renewsals or new member-
ships until we could recommend the
magazine. Since Rarihokwats has
assumed the editorship, we feel that
Green Revolution will soon resume
being the veice for those dedicated to
social and ecological change, We
therefore are again happy fo have
Green Reveolution as the vehicle for
our newsletier and to recommend the
magazine to our friends.

Other reasons for low activity on
memberships were local. We needed

some time to reorganize after the

demise of doing it!, o see how
members responds to the member-
ship arrangement, and to further
evoke UrbAlt programs. Also, the
Kaswan family’s move to San Fran-
cisco this coming July has made us
delay intensive promotion until the
West Coast branch is established,

Locally, there has been some
membership activity. We have added
two group affillates; we have assisted
other organizations; we have contin-
ved to work with our sharing net.
work, and we have been a resource t6
a number of individual members. We
have continued (o publsh our news-
fetter in Greem Revolation, and
occasionally members have asked for
information, resources or contacts..

We need member input to decide
what, if any, function membership
can serve. There is no sense in
having a membership organization
unless it can be useful for achieving
worthwhile goals. Below are some of
26 Green Revolution
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the functions which we think a
national UrbAlt membership organi-
zation can and ought to serve. Let us
know what you think, and send us
your suggestions. And if you den’t
have a Membership Bulletin, ask,
and yeu shall receive.

Ercourage the development of
local chapters/networks: UrbAlt can
serve as an umbrella in bringing
together people with similar interests
to develop projects, help one another,
and have some impact on the
community. UrbAlt can provide
guidance in organizing and group
process skills. Personal access to
UrbAlt staff will be facilitated now
that they will be both in the Midwest
and on the West Coast.

UrbAlt can also be an nmbrella and
resource for existing groups with
different programs, bui consistent
aims, as noted in the Membership
Bulletin,

Information Exchange: The Mews-
letter published in Green Revoluiion
can continue to serve as a way of
publicizing all kinds of information of
likely nterest to members, including
their activities, UrbAlt programs,
and notes on people’s needs and
resources. Where speed is an issue,
brbAlt staff can provide the needed
service directly.

UrbAlt Learning Programs: As
noted clsewhere in this report,
UrbAlt has continued in s evolution
as a lecarning resource, offering
workshops and organizing a nomber
of conferences. -Especially as such
offerings are now becoming available
in different parts of the country, by
“poing on the road” and by estab-
lishing the West Coast branch,
members have s much wider oppor-
tunity to help organize and attend

ernatives Group

{614) B85-8964, 885-4858

these programs at considerable

.savings {from their cost to the

general public. Alse, with the launch-
ing of the New Age University {(see
below), members will be part of an
exciting and unique learning re-
source,

Financial support for UrbAll: 5o
far, most of the programs have been
financed out of our pockets, although
educational activities have generally
broken even. But in order ic have a
comtinuing staff to provide services to
members, and help us become more
effeciive, we need to provide them
with at least enough money to
subsist. A large national membership
could insure such continuity, and
since we are a tax-exempt non-profit
corporation, we believe that member-
ship fees are tax-deductibie.

What else should be done to mal_t:é
membership functionally important?

Is there sufficient reason to main-
tain a national UrbAlt membership?

L

New Age University

The main purpose of this project is
to develop a learning network which
conscionsly and systematically com-
bines a2l ihe clements that need to
enter into building life i ihe New
Age, while at the same time, provid-
g opportunities for people to con-
centraie on their individual areas of
interest. Subject matter will include
alternative {echnologies, alternative
education, cooperatives, neighbor-
hood support groups, democratic
business management, wholistic
health, land trusts, local self-.
refance, and other undertakings of
this kind. The point is to place
tndividual efforts in 2 wider coherent
secial and economic context. A high



level of skill apd knowledge is
required for these various enter-
prises, but at this time learning
opportunities are few and scattered,
and traditional schools are of limited
use. Alternative leamning programs
like the University Without Walls and

&mpﬂs Free Fni!pcp focus on edi-
cational methods rather than on
curriculum and have limited rele-

i vance to alternative enterprises.

" The basic framework for NAU is to
coordinate a national network of
cooperating Learning Centers, each
comtaining individuais who are highly
sophisticated in one or more areas of
alternative work. NAU will help
learners plan programs in comjunc-
tion with one or more Centers
designed to give the learner the best
training in his particufar field of
interest. Three major programs are
anticipated within NAU: Organiza-
tional Development, Soft Technolo-
gy, Economics and Ecology; and
Group Process and Personal Well
Being. Organizational Development
will focus on consumér cooperatives,
housing cooperatives and land trusts,
democratic business organization,
community organization and decen-
tralist planning, democratic school-
ing and consumer and environmental
protectlon Soft Technology, Econ-
omics and BEeology will include solar
heating, phetovoltaics, wind energy,
small ‘scale business and coitage
industries, humane economics and
arban food production. Group Pro-
cess and Personal Well Being will
focus on creating and maintaining
support networks, democratic group
leadership, facilitating personal
growth and problem solving, wholis-
tic health care and research. Al-
though it will probably be possible to
make arrangement for coliege cred-
its, we do not, at this time, plan to
ask for academic accreditation.

At this point we are still in the
exploratory stage. Jaques Kaswan
developed the jdea in 1978 and
prepared an initial Prospectus with
Jubal, the president of the School of
Living, and with the editorial assis-
tance of Ruth Kaswan, Grant Hilliker
and Adele Chafetz. The Prospectus
was sent to about twenty-five people
prominent in various areas of the
alternatives movement and the re-
sponse was sufficiently positive to
encourage us o prepare a more

detailed prospectus, outlining pro-
gram areas and methods of opera-
tion. Copies of this prospectus are
being more widely distributed.,

Our next step is to ask eight or nine
13 -
people to serve on an Advisory

‘Board. We will then proceed to

identify qualified Learning Centers in
each program area. and we will also
try to get the reaction of potential
learners. If reactions coniinue to be

supportive, NAU could becowme oper-
ational late in 1979

Please note: We are not happy with
the name “New Age University”’
Suggestions for another name will be
most welcome,

For your copy of the NAU prospec-
tus, send a stamped (28 cents) self.
addressed envelope to- NMAU:

Kaswan, 164 West 1%%h Awvenus,
Columbus, Ohio 43210,
o oA R

Traveling Workshops

Bepginning last year, the UrbARk
Staff made a series of probes,
including some searching of our own
souls, into the possibilities of taking
workshops “‘on the road”. Friends in
distant places encouraged the idea
and we saw it as a way of keeping in
touch and meeting others.

We wrote to several places in the
Midwest, and visited some there and
irr New England and Ontario during
1978. Bui the main attention went o
California and the Southwest. With
introductions 1o several Cal Stafe
campuses, Adele Chafetz and Grant
Hilliker arranged three sets of work-
shops in February 1979, This first
vear was disappointing but contacts
made in person at other places

promise a bigger California program

for Winter 1980.

En route there and back, other
schools were visited and engage-
menis are being discussed in 5t
Louis, Colotado, Mew Mexico and
Avizona. Laier newsletters will carry
specific daies and places of work.
shops scheduled. We would like your
suggestions for wavs of geiiing
together during our travels. What

about exploratory sessions in some.

places on organizing networks? Let
us know by writing Adele or Grant at
the Urban Alternatives Group, 5268
Rush Avenve, Columbus, OChic
43214,

Publications

We have several new books in the
works, one of which is The Penny-
Pinching Gourmet. Being typeset as
this is being written, the book shows
that the high cost of food need not
seriously hdmper those whose tastes
runr to sophisticated Europezn
cuisine. There are three kevs to
keeping costs Jow. One is food
selection and preparation. Know your
cow and your pig and you can work
wonders with cheap cuts and a sharp
knife. For ingtance, did you know you
could get a filet-mignon out of a
chuck roast? And then there are
countless tricks for marinafing and
other things you can do that make all
the difference between humdrum
focd and delectable meals, at iittle
cost in money and not much in time.
Ruth loves to cook, and though 1
{(Jagues) may be biased, I think she
has few peers. In this book, she
shares her thirty-year experience in
preparing food, from purchase
through cooking, including over a
hundred recipes, most of which are
anigue.

The details are in The Penny-
Pinching Gourmet, avzilable in late
in June, 1979, for $2.25 postpaid
(106% discount te UrbAlt members).
If displeased, return” within fwo
weeks and your money will be
cheerfully refunded. Fo keep the
price low, we are publishing it
curselves and only about 400 copies
of the first printing wiil be available
for sale. Mail your order (with
payment) to Kaswan/ Utban Alterna-
tives, 164 West 19th Av., Columbus,
Ohio 43210,

Establishing A West Ceast Branch

kn July of this year, the Kaswans
will be moving to the San Francisco
area. Jaques is leaving academia,
and we will spend a large portion of
our energies on UrbAlt affairs. This
will- include the development of an
active focal network on the West
Coast, and helping to develop the
other national programs described in
this report. We will, in effect, have
two UrbAlt centers,

[The conclusion of UrbAl s year-end
report will appear in rhe pext issue.|
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Pa.

5620 Morton Qr” Phiia .,
' 19144

Dear friends,

Last monthsaw the largest rally ever for safe power
in the Delaware Valley with over 5,000 people at the
site of the the Limerick Nuclear Power Plant. This Sun-
day, ir is sxpected that tens of thowsands will appear in
Washingron, D.C, to amplify ouwr demand for an end to
nuclear power and weapons of death, And yer, a heavy
question remains: are we doing enough,. soon enough, to
turn around 2 navionand a world facing impending catr~
asoophe 7

The following review of a careful mathematical study
of the rise and fall of civilizations of the past gives us
great cause for concern and shows us the wgency of ag~
tion at this titne,

TRAMSFORMATION OR CATASTROPHE
by Dorothy Gilliam Baker, Phd.
{ Re_viewad by Judy Rosenblum )

This large 24 page booklet { available from UNitemre,
P.O. box 159, MNew YOE]{ Civy, N.Y. 10023 for $ 3.00
incl, postage pubiu 19783, is the result of decadesof
scholarly research.  In it, the awthor analyzes the rise
and fall of sight major czwlizatzons showing a similar
pattern in each case., The author uses a theory of history
derived from the principles of ancient Greek drama
based on cosmic concepis of many Greek philosophers.

Dividing a skewed curve into 18 time units, she pin-
points the five basic stages of a civilization on the curve
= 1y the generative period, - 2) the first major event of
challenge and respomse { stimulus ) - 3) the middle or
growth period, - 4) the highpoint event ~ zenith, apo~
gee, of climmax ~ and 5) the final period of breakdown
and disintegradon to conclusion, alse called, "decline
and fali%.

Comparing the history of the Unijted States with that
of other civilizations, she finds that the climax of our
civilization was reached in 1945, with the bombing of
Hiroshima . At that poinr the "hubris® { Greek word for
arrogance, overreaching, excess ) of power was demon-
sirated to the world: a2 Yhubris” similar te the climax of
previous major cultwes { Egyptian, Roman, Greek,med-
ieval Ewropesan, etc.) Baker finds a breakdown beginning
in 1861 with the start of the Vietnam combat, the Bayof
Pigs invasion, esc. Disintegration began, sheclaims, in
1973, with the resicnation of vice-president Agnew. The
conpciwsion dae for 11,8, civilization is given as the year
2114.

In another graph, showing the ers of atomic diplom-
acy, she begins the curve with Hiroshima, and shows the
menith in 1970, with the expansion of anti-ballistie mis~
sites { ABM )y , U.5. enmy into Cambodia, 4 wars in pro-
grass {world-wide ), ete, Through intricate calculations,
hased on histories ofpast civilizations, Dr. Baker decides
that the conclusion of the era of atomic diplomacy will
occur in 1982 with a2 muclear or related catastrophe, re-
sulting fromn the very narure of waditons and habir of
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anti-nuclear demonsarion at Limerick, P2. near us §
4/22/79. Crowd esitimated at five 1o ten thowand,

counflict of aggressive nations. However, she says, "By
a decisive aci of collective will, the citizens of the

{ presently 3 most powerful nation in the world (17.5.)...
have the . opportunity to provide the inspivation and lead-
ership necessary o terminate the tragic hubris - nemesis
process?, thus regenerating the United States.

Dr. Dorothy Giltiam Baker's booklet is prefaced by
Robert Muller, 2 U.N. deputy who was "entlwaliled” by
her study . .

If we accept this theory, we bave a mers three years
in which to change the magic ceurse of history . Whether
or not Dr. Baker is corvect in her mathematical calcuia-
tions, her ¢laim that the 1.5, has overreached it power
is quite accepizble to many.

It is to be noted i her stody that other civilizations
tend toward dictatomship in their final days. At this time,
there have been several dtteinps io Tevamp our entire
criminal code ¢ on the federal level j in such a way 4s to
nullify the bill of rights, The Senate Bili, $-1 was de-
feated, but that did not stop s pmpﬁnents from inwoduc- .
ing another similat w it . See WIN Magazine of 4/3/79
for details. WIN, 503 Atlantic Ave., Brooklyn, N.Y.,
11237, Tel.: (212 ) 624-8337. ( $15/yr., 40¢/issue.)

As a peace acrivist, Dr. Baker urges a recognition of
the limits of the world's resowrces, respect and care for
the environmen:, an end 1o racisin, poverty and ex~
ploitation, and a thoroush conversion of the economy



from military to life-oriented goals, She says, "Peace,
love, and the mean ( balance ) of harmony; the new
form; lies within owr grasp®, The sentments are fam-
iliar, but the author's precise comparison of civiliza~
tions give much food for thought. - Judy Rosenblum.

THE MEXT FEW YEARS

Whether or not De. Baker is correct in hercalcula-
tions, there is considerable evidence that the next few
vears will be crucial for America and the world. To
come through these vmes withour & major cawastrophe
may require ¢s to make some considerable sacrifices of
time and effors, but a grudging sacrifice will net help.
We need to work together with loveand enthusiasm with
a vision of 4 whole newage; a wansformation in think-
ing which must come about so that love will become a
raal and visible force throughout the world.

Helen Caldicott, M.D. is one of the people who
sees this need most clearly and has recenily wrinen a
fine book on the nuclear issue which is here reviewed

by Judy.

NUCLEAR MADNESS: What You Can Do !}

by Helen Caldicott, M.D., Agtumn Press, 1978
£ 120 pages, $3.95)

In her slim, easy to read, but powerful book, Dr.
Caldicott eneavors to jolt people gur of their complae-
ency about the dangers of nuclear power and nuclear
weapons. Published just 2 short while before the Thiee.
Mile Island breakdown, Nuclear Madness gives detailed
information on radiation, the nuclear fuel cycle, ihe
many mishaps at reactors ( finally coming to light in
the press §, the reladionship of nuclear power to atorric
weapons, and the role of public opposition 1o both of
these dangers.

Dr. Caldicoit is a pediawician and a mother of three,
who was effective in stimulating the Auswalian public
to protest and eventually stop French aonospheric testing
in the South Pacific. She also educated labor unions in
Australia about the hazards of mining and selling urani-
um on the internarional markei. She now works st Chil~
dren's Hospital in Boston, and has a heavy lacrure
schedule throughout the U.S.

SMOKE DETECTORS ARE RADIOACTIVE

Ornie jmportant poing Dr. Caldicott brings ‘our on the
deadly element, plutoniuvm which has a haif-life of
24,000 vears, is that one of iis lethal by-products is
americium which is contained in 20,000,000 ionization
type smoke detectors already in wse. If damaged (by
fire, eic.}, they can release the americium into the
air in powdered form, to be inhaled by unsuspecting
people who may then contract cancer. Before reading

the book, we had pwrchased an ionizing smoke detector,

the insttuction booklet for which contained no mention
of any radicaciive substance, So let the buver beware !

Juclear M you still wonder
what you can do abour nuciear perils, you can begin by
locating a branch of Mobilization fos: Survival in vour
area, or wiite to their national office at: 3601 Locust
Walk, Philadelphia, Pa. 19104, The Mobilizarion has
sponsored the anti nuciear d@mmistration i Washingion,

if, after reading Nuclear Madness ,

can ajso be ordered from them by mail. Add 50¢ psige.

Vintage biplane tows banner saving, "NO NUKESY over
company s publicity building. TV man watches.

LOW CO5T POWER FROM THE WIND‘

Last night, I went o N.Y.C. with an engineer-who
works on the design of space ships in order to meet with
Alvin Marks who has developed a remarkable method of
producing elecirical energy directly from the wind with-
ont any moving pars except for dny water droplats,

At present, his work iz still in the Iabofatory stages,
but the Iesearch looks promising and is financedby the
Department of Energy of the U.S.governement. Marks
was open with us regarding the merthod of operation and
sofne other problems and invited us to come to his lab
in Long Island, We have alreadvat hand all the rechnical
information on how his process works and it produces el~
ecicity in the same way that a thundersiorm does by
charging tiny dvoplets ‘of water and leiting the wind blow
them away. Thisproduces 2 high direct cwrrent voltage.

Mr. Marks indicated thavin a 25 m.p.h. wind a anit
of this type covering oue square vard in area could pro-
duce almest half a2 horsepower of eleciricity which is far
inore efficient than present windgenerators. Of course,
much larger anits could be built to produce millions of
watts. Very small quantities of water are required,

WHAT'S HOLDING UP CHEAP WIND POWER 7

Though Alvii Marks' ideas scem sound enough and a
ot of nroney has gone ints them for soine years, there
seem tobe litle chancs of great success , or low ¢t
wind power from this method in the near futwre, Reasons
we Seise are spiritval and political,

Alvin Marks is a businessman of the old school who
believes that nothing can be done by virtue of enthusi-
asm { such as the Wright brothess had ), but sees money,
and low of ir, as the foremost requirement, He is not
willing to taése the Izap of producing a pziot wind gen-~
erator on this principle in the trust that i improvements
can come afterwards, but wants o do all the careful and
expensive research ro have everything just as perfect as
possible before letring the public see the results . Most of
his funds go into high salaried professionals doing labora-
tory research at a slow pace, and Mr. Marks, himself,
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sz;am;ig & 1ot of time raising the money 1o do this, He e
leves that industry should be willing o finance the work

when governmient financing fails. So far, no luck, Why?

POWER MUST BE EXPENSIVE !

After my meeting with Alvin
el g further tall with

rriv Fw
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friend, I
began to realize why power compan-
ies want power to be expensive and
why they therefore favor nuclear.

"Public' utilities are private
 monopolies whose rates are con-
trolled by a "Public Utility Commis -
sion". With the help of powerful

- lobbies, the power companies have
been guaranteed a "fair" return on
their investments which takes the
form of a percentage of the invest-
ment. The more they invest, the
more they are entitled to charge the
public. Therefore, they have no in-
terest in producing power for legs !
Nuclear power represents a huge in-
vestment and therefore huge return.

Anyone wishing 1o obtain more information about the
work of Alvin Marks can contact Marks Polarized Cor-
boration in Cuesens, N.Y., Tel. # {212} 767-3600.

BETTER HEALTH THROUGH HAIR AMNALYSIS
' by Rosemary Rehm

How can you leamn anything significant about a pet-
sonts stave of healrth by analyvzing asmall hair sample ?
According to Dr. Lloyd Horton, a chiropracter friom
Phoenix, Arizona, the medical world is slowly discover
ing that much can be deduced abour the level of nutri-
eni reserves stored in the body through the process of
"race mineral analysis® (TMA), or more cammﬂnly;
Phair analysis®,

Dr. Horion, apeakmg at the Fordham Page Clinic in
Radnoy, Pa. last mopth, o an audience of dentist and
others interested in holistic healing, explained the crit
ical influence of body trace mineral levels on homeo-
stasis { body chemistry balance ).

WHAT I8 BAIR AMALYSIS 7
Hair zoalysis 5 a test of miperal combosition in the
hair done by an atomic absorpiion specwophotometer, .
. To assure that the rest resuls reflect your present phys-
iological siate, 2 tablespoon of hair is cut close 1o the
scalp at the nape of the neck. Used in conjunction with
other clinical rests, hair analyvsis provides 3 more ac-
curate picture of 2 person’s health stas. While blood
taests re -f“&z ﬁhﬂ'i@qt ;ﬁvﬁls uhsfzde I‘i@ cells au.u waste
matrerials w be discarded, s hair saraple represents the
processes coourring within the body cells, wWhile blood
test resulis are sasily influenced by emotional upsets,
previous food intake, etc., hair analysis results are nov
affecred by those factors,
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WHAT CAN THMA REVEAL ¥

Horton stated that hair anaiysis can be 4 valnable
dizgnostic and prognostic { predictive } tool, revealing
hair content of such necessary minerals as calcium,
magnesium and iron. Test results may often reveal en-
dencies which are predictive of degenerative processas
before symptomns appear of become nieasurable through
standard blood and urine rests. Jeffrey Bland, Phd.
pointed to the discovery that patients diagnosed as hypo
or hyperglyeemic froin glucose tolerance testing were
foungd to have characteristic trace mineral patterns ., He
wrote, "This means that hair TMA is reflective of the to~
tal numitional and physiclogical environmens that pa~
tiens are in, ¥

Hair analvsis may also reveal levels of accumulated
toxic or "heavy metals¥ of which there are no desirable
amomis normally found in the buman body. Heavy met-
als {lead, mercwy, cadmium, aluminum, eic.) may
just depress the body’s assimnilation of iron or lead o
very serious health problems including aneimsia, mental
filness, and brain damage. They are found in such ConE
monly avallable items as deoderants, L.U.D.'s, alumi-
mn gooking utensils, water; paims, ci.gazettess vapor-
ized amalgums {tomh fillings ), and caffeinated bever-
agessy but their main sources are found in indusorial pol-
luton. { MNote: a dovamount of lesd may be normal.}

WHY ABE TRACE MINERAIL LEVELS IMPORTANT 7
Henry Schroeder, M.D., of Dartmomh College Medi-

cal Schoel has said, "Observations to date have lead to
the growing conviction that trace metals will prove to be
far more important factors in human nuirition than vita~
mins. The body can mannfaciture many vitamins, bur it
cannoi produce necessary wace minetals, or get rid of
mairy possibly toxic excesses.™

Trace minerals affect body chemiswy by influencing
the function of the endocrine system, and as integral
componenis of many enzymes, they act to facilitate or
inhibit many physiological processes in the body. They
are esgential for enzymatic reactions in metabolism in
prder for the body to assimilate nuirients from foods.

For instance, a zinc deficiency may indicate weak
adrenal glands, mendencies toward low bloed sugar or dia
betes, and de(:reased ability 10 cope with siress. Calcium
and phosphorus imbalances, copper ionization problems,
and toxic mercury levels have all been closely linked
with arthritis,

in a complex physiological analysis, Horwn showsd
how the body's biochemical, endocrine, enzyme, and
ceniral nervous systems work together in a healthy person
to produce homeostasis { a balance ) of body chemistry.
A personi in homeostasis feels a combination of enthusi~
asm and serenity . Departure from homeostasis leads
stress and Pun-health® ., Physiclogical imbalance maybe
overlocked, however if the patient feels well has no
symptoms. The problern is a subclinical one and there~
fore not measwrabls by waditional medical tesging.

Hair analysis, Horton said, is "the porial of entry in-
to the subelinical world of human physiology™.

Horton classified peopie with body chemisay imbal-
ances into three groupings : "low oxidizers™ { slow met*
abolizers 3 , “fast oxidizers and mixed oxidizers *, A
person's tendency can be deduced by careful interpretat
rion of hair analvsis resuls.
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For exaimple, a "fast oxidizer®, suffering from zinc,
sodivm and magnesium deficiences shows adrenal insu~
ficiences, has dificulty handling fas and protiens and in
o consume an excess of artificial sumulans such ag
cafficnated drinks. He/she tends 1o be competidve, am
bitious, and a person who more easiily shows hostility
and overtly aggressive behaviour. Physically, such peo-
Ple are prone to hyperthyroidismn, high blood pressurs,
kidney disease, ulcers, diabetes, heart atracks, stokes,
and aliergies.

TREATMENT FOR IMBALAMCES

When hair analysis reveals a homeostatic imbalancs,
reatiperit consisy mainly of nuiritional counseling and
dietary supplements " Chelarors™ may be taken to re-
move heavy metal toxicity. These are agents that bind
to specific metdls, rendering them harmless and ax~
cretable. For iswnce, apple pectin may be taken 1o
remove such oxing as lead or mercury . *Chelated min-
erals? are given to treat other mineral imbalances.
These are specifically formulared minersls which are
assimilated by the body more rapidly and efficiemily
than are other forms of the mineral. For instance, in
the case of a chromivm deficiency, an amino acid che-
lated chromiwm tablet may be recommended on a daily
basis, Unplike drug therapy, these weamment methods
use supplements that are compatable to the body and do
not cause side effects of any kind,

~ In an insighiful ralk about waditional! health care,
Horten pointed out that American healih care is acwally
Bdisease care®. Most people do oot become aware of
physiological imbalances until they result in signs and
sympioms that cause discomfort and are clinically mea-
surable . He suggested that, due fo the poor numitional,
and even toxic, gualities of many foeds consumed, we
are a nation suffering from gradual onser of “subnumi~
tional iawrogenia® { iatrogenia means caused by the at-
titude or action of 2 docror ), which gets weaied by the
waditional medical system, onlty to resultin a "drug-in-
duced iztrogenia®. We must not pat all the blame on
waditional medicine, Horton emphasized, since the pro-
duet that the health care system offers reflecis the de-
mands of the consumer,je. that with the increasingly
fast-paced life-style in modern society, many people
have not wauted to put energy into caring for their bod-
ies in a preventive wav but have preferred 1o get quick
relief from wncomforable syimptoms by using pills, in-
jections, etc. .

PSYCHOSOMATIC FACTORS

Horron also suggested that an uaderlying psychosomat .

i¢ factor is involved in every physical illness, A "life
equation® is chosen early inchildhood reflecting a per-
son’s cutlook on life. This mav disrupt the bodyts hom=
eostasis and cause a self-reinforcing cvele. He inter~
preted Ypain® as exemplifving an onderlying "nowilling-
ness® or, having things one way and wanting them an-
other way. It is imporiant then, that the padent bacome
more responsible for getdng rid of s own siclness, e,
that the healer is not fully responsible when the patent
chooses 10 hold on 1o sickness.

S

Grandfather helds radiation detecior at Limriek dero,

THE HEALER'S ROLE

Dy . Horton confidently disimissed the ides thar it is
nacessary for a holistic healer to keep a low profile or 1o
prove oneself to wadidonal medical professionals, Rath~
er he felt that by being "prudent™ in one's work, one
could produce resulis that were self-evident. Dr. Horton
is presently publishing his own book on TMA which will
be available scon. Other good sources of information are:
Trace Elements in Human Notridon { W.H.O. Publica~
tion center, 49 Sheridan Ave., Albany, N.Y. 12218,
$4.25 ), The First Human Hair Symposium ; A.Brown,
£d., Medcom Press, 1975., Your Body is Your Best Doc-
tor by Page & Abrams, $1.25 at some health food storess
Degeneration-Regeneration ¢ 5 jand Body Chemisiry by
Melvin Page, D.D.5. The Page bobks can be orderad
from Nuiridonal Development, 5235 Gulf Bled,, St
Peterspurg, Fla. 33706, Add 50¢ postage each volume.
Another book is Death of Cancer by Harold W, Manner,
Phd., of Lovolz Univerity.

If you would like to get your hair analyzed or 1o lsam
the location of a2 more copvenient practitioner, contact
the Fordham-Page Clinic, P.O. Box 78, Radnor, Pa.,
19087, or call them at ( 215 ) 688-8515 or 8516, Their
#Mineralysis" clinic will accept samples from other med-
ical faciliies and practitioners. The clinic holds monthly
orientation sessions for those interested in the program, A”
second haif analysis is usually done (o assess Lnprove-

meni: in body chemistry .
HEW PROIECTS AT A.R.F.

STAR-MATCH is the name we've chosen for g e~
search project in Astrology . We want to see if people
who are matched up by variows astrological aspects are
more cotmpatable than those matched by other methods,
We plan to start advertising the service in Village Voice
( NYC ) and then in some Phila. arsa papers.

RIRTH CONTREOL BY HYPNOSIS iz now being worked
on., Recent scientific research in Italy has now been re”
eeived and is being mamslated. Wetll lot you know as
soon ag it is ready, Thav's all for now : R
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Love & Peace, ,..



The Fourth Annual Cenference on
Utepian Studies will be held in
Denver, Colorado, October 11-14.
Contact: Michael S. Cummings,
Dept. of Political Science, Univer-
sity of Colorado, 1100 14th St
Denver, Colorado 80202.

Greeting Cards from Appalachian
Weoemen, Inc., are available —
beautiful 5% x3% handmade mono-
Ctype cards. at 24 (boxed with
envelopes) for $4 postpaid. Con-
tact: Appalachian Women, Rt 1,
Box 75, Ashton, West Virginia
25503,

North American Students of Coop-
eration will hold the third annual
Cooperative Education and Train-
ing Institute in Ann Arbor, Michi-
gan, the weekend of Gctober 19-21.
Contact: Debra Dunn, MNASCO,
POBox 7293, Ann Arbor, Michigan
48107 .

Future Survey, a monthly news-
letter describing new books, ar-
ticles and reports dealing with the
future, containing about 1%¢c ab-
stracts each issue, grouped by
categories, and edited by Michael
Marien, is being published by the
World Future Society. Contact:
WF5, 4916 5t. Elmo Ave., (Bethes-
da), Washington, D.C. 20014.

“Learn To Build Your Own House’’

is the theme of a series of
three-week workshops being held
June through September. Contact:
Heartwood Owner-Builder Schos!,
Johnson Road, Washington, Mass-
aéhusetts 01235, phone (413)
£23-6677.

For an alfernate source of informa-
fion, new perspectives on national
affairs, you might check out In
These Times, a nationa independ-

ent socialist newsweekly. Contact:

in These Times, 1509 M. Milwaukee
Ave., Chicago, Hlibois 60622; (312)
4804844,

26 Green Revoiution

M TTTIYTT Y Y Y YN

Four Workers for Bangladesh, in-
cluding appropriate technology
specialist with skills; a woman to
work with women in agriculture,
weaving; community organizing,
communications specialist able to
do and teach photography, print-
ing, etc., wanted by a private, non-
profit, independent organization
providing technical assistance
mainly in rural development in de-
veloping countries. Contact: Inter-
national Veoiuntary Services, Inc.,
1717 Massachusetts  Ave., NW
#605, Washington, D.C. 20036,

“The State of jefierson’ is a
mini-computer program designed
to facilitate trading among friends
and neighbors with special versions
for cooperatives, workers’ collect-
ives, labor exchanges, recycling,
reseurce inventory, heip hotlines,
comrmmunity gardens, etc. For infor-
mation, contact: Shari Seth/Soza,
POBox 81, Yreka, Jefferson (Ca.)
G697 .

35th Pennsylvania State Natural
Living Convention will be held july
28 at Susquehanna University,
Selinsgrove, Pa., featuring A.P.
Thomson of CGolden Acres and
Saesed Kahn from Hunza as speak-
ers. Contact: Convention, Route 2,
Box 161A, Middiebury, Pa. 17842,

Campaigr 1980, a proposal  to
encourage members of community-
based and citizen organizations and
individual activists to seek elecied
office during the 1980 electoral
campaigns in order to influence
future policy and to force candi-
daies to take stands on important
issues, is described in a packet of
info. Contact: Citizens” Energy
Project, 1413 K 5t., NW, Washing-
ton, D.C, 20005.

The Vermont Institute of Commun-
ity involvement has a very together
summer program on the theme of
“Visions of Wholeness”’, for col-
iege credits in such courses as
“Rural Skills”", ‘‘Biodynamic Gar-
dening”’ . Contact: VICL, 90 Main
5t., Burlington, Vermont 05401;
(802) 862-9%716.

Workshops on the National Con-
sumer Cooperative Bank are being
held for cooperatives and other
groups so that small and low-
income coops can take full advant-
age of the bank’s capital and
programs, Contact: National Con-
ference on Alternative State and
Local Policies, attn: Michael Freed-
berg, 1901  5t. NW, Washington,
D.C. 20009,

The Black Hills: An Uncertain
Future is the title of a just-released
movie dealing with treaty rights,
energy developments, land use.
Contact: Cottonwood Productions,
POBox 476, Wakonda, Souih
Dakota 57073.

A Travelling Folk School which has
introduced 2,000 Danish youths to
international travel as a high school
fornia, with a tour of Asian nations
as its program. Contact: Susie
Hickman/Torben Zepperson, Fine-
gold Ranch, POBox 28, Star Route,
Friant, California 93626.



FHE CENTENNIAL OF
‘PROGRESS AND POVERTY’

Crusaders for justice and liberty are celebrating in 1979 the hundredth
anniversary of the publication of Progress and Poverty by a renowned
Americar: economist-philosopher, Henry Ceorge. As a vouth in
Philadelphia, Henry George noted the squalor of poor people within
blocks of beautiful mansions and costly skyscrapers. As a cabin boy on |
a steamer, he traveled the globe and found similar conditions
everywhere. He set himse!f to discover and eliminate the causes.

His lifetime of observation, study, and effort produced Progress and
Poverty in 1872, an unimatched analysis, philosophy, and remedy for
involuntary unemployment.

In 1979, persons inspired by and working for Ceorge’s solutions to
social evils are gathering August 20,25 in San Francisee (Jack Tar
Hotel) to honor Henry Ceorge and plan to implement more effectively
his teachings. The meeting combines that 58th annual Henry George
Conference and the 14th Conference of the international Union for
Land-Value Taxation. Urgent issues with speakers and discussants
from many parts of the world include: Land Use, Stewardship and
Ownership; Tax Reform; Human Rights; Free Enterprise vs.
Socialism; Banking and Monetaw Reforms; Mature of Economic
Privilege; Population Myths; New Direction for Foreign Policy;
Proposition 13 — What's Right and What's Wrong?

Action for GREEN REVOGEUTION Re&ders

1. Treat yourself to reading Henry George — any of his many books.
Progress and Poverty is now available in a condensed paperback
edition — $3.50 from School of Living. Devotees won't need urging to
re-read this masterpiece. i has been on many literary and classic
booklists.

2. Familiarize yourself with, and werk for, Community Land Trusts,
resulting from Ralph Borsodi’s life-long effort to initiate group-
holding of land. Get Community Land Trust ($3.50) from the School of
Living. In 19490, Borsodi irtroduced a book, Where To, America? with
these words: ‘Henry George showed us why land speculation is the
worst of alf special privileges to plague our nation, embitter relations
between capital and labor, and rok the public of millions in land rents
and profits which go to a non-working minority. . . millions of
Americans need to study and implement George’s work.”

3. See that.your public library adds a new copy of
Progress and Poverty to its shelves. A beautiful new

centennial edition is available free to ali libraries which 8~ SCHOOL OFL!\/!GMEETING DRSS
request it from Schalkenbach Feundation, 50 E. 69th IN SAN ERANCISCO

St., New York City. Aggust 22, 1-5 p.m., fack Tar Hofel

4. See that some group, library, or leader in the Third | Suggested Program

World countries knows about Progress and Poverty. If

yoit don’t have an address, write Education Committee, What Is The School of Living? A discussion.

School of Living, POBox 3233, York, Pa. 17402 > Questions and Answers: Mildred Loomis

) Y Goals and Actions for a Possible School of
5. Attend, or see that someone from your community Eiving /West
attends, the San Francisco Centennial Progress and is A California School of Living Community A
Poverty Celebration, August 20;25. Contact: Henry Possibility? Don Newey and others.
George School, 833 Market St San  Frandisco, How Do We Grow? A Session in Group Process with
California 94103. Clear pMarks

Suggestions and Future Activity
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essay, “The ?ha!leng@ for Dec 5
Finding Alternatives for the Posi- Ermustr ial
World"" is a great article — a great article!

You have asked for comment and dialogue i
suggest you reprint it as a separate hooklet,
making it as atiractive to read as possible !t
shold be disiribuied widely. To achieve
maximum distribution, it should be given
away.

Then | would like to see it used as the basis
of a seminar — several days discussing it
arid the great ideas it contains. Get Michael
Marien to be the chief attraction. Give it a
lot of publicity Record Marien’s remarks at
the seminar on {ape. Then put on similar
seminars at various places throughout the
country, using the tape. Plan the seminar so
there is lots of discussion and feedback and
exceflent leadership. Publish its proceed-
ings in Green Revolution.

forgan Harris
3959 Shedd Terrace
Cuiver City, California 90230

Green Revolution People: Within  our
scholars there is a great interest in your
writings and research. We hope that aur
ties in the futire will strengthen.

Dr. Avraham Yassour
University of Hai{a
Haifa 3199, Israel

Green Revolution Readers: 1'm locked up in
the Northern Nevada Correctional Center.
Correspondence with one of vour readers
will greatly enhance my chances for survival
in the outside world. The letters will help rid
me of the loneliness of prisen life. | have no
family or friends who care.

Michael Miller
POBox 607 NNCC
Carson City, Nevada BY701

Green Revolution People: | am sending vou
the names of a few people whom | f{eel
should be receiving Green Revolution,
especially vour March issue (vol 36, na. 2).

i am also enclosing a check for $10 for more
copies of your back issue. P taking them

ta Mother’s Natural Foods in Whitefish and

hope the articles and information will spark
interest and new subscribers.

UAgriculiure
is excellent and very

The article by Ralph Borsodi,

" In Modern Society®’
easy for me to relate to, having witnessed
such specialized farming here in Montana in
the prairie country where wheat farming is
quite prevalent. Maost farmers ['ve spoken
te are onot happy with  industrialized
farming, but can see no light. Hopefuily
Green Revslution can help them. Continue
veur pood work.

' kary Lerum
1711 4th Ave. West §#6
Columbia Falls, Montana 59912

—
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Green Revolution Readers: Because of our
emphasis on using a non-sexist language,
we were very aware of the use of the generic
‘masculine in the Earth People Prociamation
(vol. 3%, no. B It was a really beautiful
piece of writing and 1 would have put it on
ey wall if it were not for the use of the
generic rrascubine. More peutral words
such as bumans or people are suggested for
future writings.
Richard Grabam
|')and<’[:on Commuriity Co-op, Inc.
RRE 1
Enterprise, Ontaric KOK 140

Green Revolution Readers: A man {aced
5400 worth of dental services which he
would have difficulty paying for. So he
arranged a swap — he did $400 worth of
painting on  the dentist’s house. The
Internal Revenie Service declared that each
would have to pay a tax on $400 income.

If this ruling is applied all the way down, 2
housewife group each of whom spands one
night a week taking care of all their children
would have to pay the equivalent of a baby
sitier’s fee fax,

Milton Wend
Spencertown, New York 127165

Green Revolution Peepler Your “‘Simple

Living issue {vol. 36 no. 1) is right down our
alley!

Yoyce Hardin

New West Trails

Tucson, Arizona

Creen Revolution welcomes letters
from readers, addressed to other
readers or to those who put out the
magazine. We will extract from
your letter for reasons of space-
available and pungency, unless
instructed differently, although
that could mean the letter not being
published at all. Letters should be
signed, although names can be
withheld upen request. All corres-
pondence with Gresn Revolution is
considered open and publishable
unless imstructions are given to the
contrary. Generally, editorial com-
ment on letters will be reserved,
with the  expectation that other
readers will themselves offer com-
mentary and reply where needed.
We encourage readers to use these
pages for dialogue so that under-
standing and strength and common
purpose will come to be. Our
concept of journalism is that read-
ers have an obligation to participate
in the quality of the material they
read, and these letters pages are
one way in which this can be
accomplished.

‘Great article.’
‘Locked ap.’

‘Generic masculinesﬁ

‘Rem@ve my namee

Green Revolution People: Please remove
my name from your mailing list. | am a
Libertarian {non-poiitical) and so am not in
complete agreement with your ideas.

R. Lichter
Los Angeles, California

Green Revelution Readers: | think the
magazine should be renamed “'The Peace-
ful Green Revolution — Back to the Soil and
Greenery’”. (See front cover for a trial run.
Ed.)

i had the pleasure of knowing Ralph Borsodi
personatly and living with him under the
same roof for 2 month. 1 feel that there were
several gaps in his thinking and writing.
The first of these congeined the physical
nature of man, Bersodi would not go alang
with pure vegetarianism, but thought that
man is an omivorous animal_ This is true if
you observe the daily eating habits of man
in our society. But according to nature’s
plans, mar is a frugivore, basically a fruit
eater like his biclogical relatives, the apes
and chimpanzees. (Please refer to Man's
Place In Mature by Thomas Henry Huxley).

Another gap in Borsodi’s teaching is that
while he advocated homesteading and
self-sifficiency, he failed to take inta
account the fact that man is a tropical
animal and belongs in warm climates, not in
the cofd.

The littie booklet “"Pro-Human (Decentral-
wst) Manifesto’” is great, but it has- a name
that ordinary people may not understand.
Borsedi is a master at using high-falluting
words. 1t should have been called ““What
Are The Real Human Righis With Which
We Are Born'

Borsodi also separated the human animai
from the rest of the animal. In my studied
opinion, ail life is one, except in different
forms. Animals have rights jusi as we do,
including the right to live their lives as they
see fit, untaged, untied, and unexploited.
And yet Borsadi recommended  animal
hesbandry.

{ would Iike for other readers to cormment on
this letter

David Stry
Apartado 1228
Cuernavaca, Mexico




Green Revolution Readers: The decentrai-

ist movement must become a process of
sacialization as an evolutionary process of
the mind, the promation or maximization of
friendly, tooperative, reciprocal relation-
ships and two-way communication net-
waorks.

Let’s not get bogged down with infermation
overload and competition o get heard.
Clamoring to get heard calks for cerntraliza-
tion on a national scale — decentralization
means more listening and more socializa-
tion in small groups which enjoy consulting
instead of competing for majority decisions
based on mindless numbers.

The corporate hoax is that the individual is

the Corporation, the Church, or the Govern-

_Tent, and ts synenymous with his collectiv-
ity.

Ben luebke

2924 Wadsworth Ave.

Oriardo, Florida 37806

Green Revolution People: | thought the
Community fssue (April, 1979) was well put
together and that you should be told so.

Fwonder if you are paying enough ditention
to the “hippie’” community formation in the
United States. This seems to me fo be the
only significant, new community formation
since the suburban strip communities being
created everywhere are stmply an extension
of city culture. The spiritual cement of the
hippie communities is a borrowed mish-
mash of oriental religious thinking and
practices; it is not fikely to be binding for
more than a generation or two. Neverihe-
less, the hippie communities represent a
back-to-the-tand movement which opposes
technology {although Hving off the leavings
of technology).

Ralph W, (8iil) Borsodi.
Route 4, Box 238
Creencastle, Pennsylvanta 17225

Green Revolution Readers: ! propose that
the Congress of the United States enact
legislation that would permit a property
owner to distif non-potable alcohpl from
any materials available to him. Further, that
any property pwner be given tax incentives
to build methane gas gerierators on their
land.

Both of these fuelpraducing methods
should only use materfals unfit for both
human and animal consumption. The
residue should be returned to the soil as
fertilizer. Since all material is produced or
bought locally and labor is local, any
financial benefits will remain in that area.
By their own labor, persons could heat their
tomes and fuel their wvehicles. State
land-grant colieges could help in providing

‘the techrmclogy for these alterpative fueél

methods. Any surplus fuels could be
exchanged for goods or services, but never
to: be sold for money. Keep Big Brother
ands his bureaucrats out of it

john T. Bulger
763 Meeker Ave.
Brocklyn, M.Y . 11222

Creen Revolution People: | was disappeint-
ad - even perplexed and arigry — that the
issue oh comrhunity (vel. 36 no 3} did not
look at the Saciety of Brothers (Bruderhof).
Certainly it is the most viable  and
successful intentional community in this
country (60 yaars old) and is one of the most
stable in the world. Yet it is continually
omitted in serious discussions ahout com-
munities. {ts O-college educational frame-
work is far superior to that of the kibbutz or
The Farm. Why is it so often omitten?
Because of its religious basis?

fFrancis Wardle
3507 Jefferson St
Kansas City, Missourt 64171

Volunteers of Green Revelufion, Friends,
Brothers and Sisters: What a relief to see
vol. 36, no. 2, for March, 19793, so nicely
raade up and dressed-up, as i s well
deserves. I'm broke, but PNl send you
money to help toward publication costs.
Creat things ahead for all of us.

Rusel jagues
POBox 76
French Guich, California 96033

Green  Hevelution Readers: After many
kinds of iifestyles — country, city, govern-
ment work i Washington, D¢ — ['ve
lived in Spencertown, N.Y , for two years
and I'm completely involved in ~"community
life’". Our immediate village has only about
256 people, but the post office serves abeut
560,

Visitors are attracted to our town — the
beauty of the village with its iBih and 19th
Century homes and public buildings. There
is only ‘one commercial building — the
country store with its one gas  pump.
Spencertown has been welil-known from the
1890s through the 1930s for homemade ice
cream.

We have three “‘caommunity’’ centers: the
Spencertown Academy, a really sophisticat-
ed aris center; the Fire Company, and the
church. They are all strongly participated in
by people in the village — really fascinating
people. Some are Z200-year-cld families
whose children are in the ninth generation
in Spencertowrn., Some came to farm 100
years ago; young people (craftsmen of all
sarts amang them) are part of the move-
mient away from the cities in the past few
YEArs.

in the middle of May, we are having a
celebration and 1 with some helpers have
undertaken to review our history il a
turn-of -the-century  musicale, which  will
have at least six performances. We're
immersed in it — gathering costumes,
props, and rehearsing. It's spensored by an
America The Beautiful' Fun {of the Spencer-
town Academy Society).

I've borrowed hetrloom photographs from
the old families, had them copied; borrowed
afl their old clippings, ledgers, family
journals, letters, and have dohe research in
the surrcunding records’ offices and histor-
ical libraries, in order to make a slide-and-
sound show about Spencertown which we
call Folksiory. We'll have an exhibit of
about 200 prints of old photographs,
tin-types, glass-plate photos fremy the 19th
Century of our buildings, the village and the
people. it's really a mini-museum  of
interesting things from people’s attics.

i enjoy life here, and feel that living in a
small village is really a fine thing. We have
no anonyimity, but we have privacy. Our
homes are cur own, bui the life sutside our
homes is very rich and community-ariented.
One is involved only if he volunteers.

Milton (Weﬁd) corinues his crafts projects;
counsels at the Academy, and his beok on
Country Living will be published this yvear.
Greetings to our School of Living friends.

~- Lorna Moore
Spenceriown, N Y.

Green Revolution People: Please send me
50 copies of the ‘‘Agriculture In Modern
Society’” issue ol 36 no. 21 1 go to farm
auctions, and will contact people and
introduce them fo Green Revolution.

Charies Daunis

Route 1, Box 73
Edinburg, Virginia 22824
Creen Revolution 29




SCHOOL OF LIVING SEMINAR SCHEDULE 1979

june 22-24 — Homesteading. (Site Sonnewald

Homestead, Spring Grove, Pennsylvania.)

june 3C-july 1 — Children’s Country Living. (Site:
Heathcote Center, Freeland, Maryland )

july 13, M4, 15 — Massage, Reflexology and Posture.
Massage with Martin Tilton; Reflexclogy with Grace
Klingler; Alexander Technique and Yoga with Mildred

Loomis. (Site: Deep Run Farm, York, Pa.)

August 10, Ti, 12 — Emotienaf Matering. The
Maturing Process and Mastery of Emotional Balance,
with Dr. David Williams, psychologist at Cornell
University. (Site: Deep Ran Farm, Yerk, Pa.)

August 11-17 — Shelter Conference. (Site: Heathcote
Center, Freeland, Maryland.)

September 14, 15, 16 — Decentralist Reunion.
Combined conference of decentralist groups: Health,
Community, Libertarians, Georgists, Rural Life, Work-
er’s Management, New Education, etc. (Site: Deep Run
Farm, York, Pa.)

October 12, 13, 14 — Mew Schools for Children and
Adults. Childrens” Home Schools, with parents who are
doing it; Free Universities and Schools of Living. (Site:
Deep Run Farm, York, Pa.) '

October 19-21 — Ethical Land Tenure. “This Land Is
Ours”’ (film); The Community Land Trust, Reports
from Active Land Trust Groups, Legal & Organizational
Problems, with Herb Goldstein, Jubal, and others. 5ite:
Deep Run Farm, York, Pa.}

December 1, 2, 3 - Meaningful Celebrations. Bob
Kochtitsky, of National Alternative Celebrations, on
simplifyihg celebrations arnd diverting energy toward
human needs. (Site: Deep Run Farm, York, Pa.)

(Cost for sach seminar varies, but typically might be
$45 per person, including meals and shelter. Bring
sleeping bags. Costs are negotiable, and bartering is
possible. Telephone (717) 755-1561, or write School of
Living, POBox 3233, York, Pa. 17402 for further
information.
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About Four Arrows:

August, September, and October — Four Arrows
wWorkshops. The Four Arrows group from Guatemala
and Mexico will be in residence at a School of Living
site during these months, demonstrating a life-siyle of
self-sufficient agriculture, weaving and other arts,
music and dance of the Mayan and Nahuat! peoples.
Arrangements can be made by groups for workshops
with Four Arrows, either at the School of Living, or at
the group’s own site. Write for further information,
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Wanna buy a bus?

Four Arrows is selling its GMC 1970 rear-engine
converted scheol bus. Less than 100,000 miles, with
new moter, air compresser, radiator, alternator,
carburetor, oil and water pumps. It did seat 72 children
or 48 adults, but some seats have been removed for
luggage space. Also, luggage compariments have been
built on the roof. Ideal for a camping family, an
erganization, or a community. Built on a high-load
soft-ride bus chassis. Cost $30,000 new and now for
sale for a small fraction of that prive. Contact Four
Arrows, Routé 7, York, Pa., ov phone [717] 785-1561.




movernent because { believe that adult re-education is
the only hope for mankind. Centralization is fastening
itself everywhere like a vise upon modern man, and in
doing so, is dragging down into the gutter the most
precious values in the whale of mankind’s cultural
inheritance. If anything is to be saved out of the
wreckage; if something is to be saved with which to
begin building a better world both for those of us who
may survive and for future generations, it will only be
saved if dedicated educators take the lead in saving it
It will not be saved by the financiers and big-business-
men wha are devoting themselves exclusively to the
expansion of industry, nor by the peliticians and public
officials who believe that the government should
intervene in everything mankind does, least of all by
those who believe the totalitarian state is the answer to
all the problems of humankind and who mistake the
sadistic impulses for genuine public $pirit.

We begin not with juvenile education, but with adult
education. We begin not with the problems of children,
but the problems of parents. it is ridiculous to assume
that just because men and women have become old
enough to support themselves, to marry and perhaps
have children that they are no longer in need of educa-
tion. In organizing education on this fallacious assump-
tion today, we have in effect turned modern humans
over to the tender mercies of advertising men on the
one hand, and political demagogs on the other. In
making no adequate provision for furnishing adults
guidance and leadership. in dealing with the problems
with which they are for the first fime seriously
confronted after they become adult, we virtually render
worthiess whatever we have succeeded in teaching
them as children in school and college. if no provision is
made in every community for the education of adults by
the wisest and most disinterested indjviduale society
produces, the gap in sociakorganization is certain to be
filled by a leadership composed of the most aggressive,
most selfish, and most short-sighted individuals which
society has produced.

The leadership of America today is a living demonstra-
tion of this truth. Wherever we turn, in the centralized
business and the centralized politics of the nation — the
two fields in which the dominant leaders of the nation
expréss themselves ~ it is not the most thoughtful and
most far-sighted individuals which the nation has
produced who furnish people leadership. And when we
turn from the actual leaders to the educated who ought
to be furnishing the people with leadership, we find
them ignering their real function in society in their pre-
occupation with the technical specialization to which
they feel they should devote themselves.

Int dealing with all kinds of problems, medern humans
are subjected, for such leadership as they may receive,
to the special pleading of protagonists of special
interests and of conflicting ideclogies. Te what
institution and to what group in his own community can
he turn for informed, enlightened, and disinterested
leadership in dealing with these problems? The
schools? Our schools, from the nursery to the

university, are primarily concerned with the education
of juveniles; they may contribute to the preparation of
children for adult life, but they do not deal directly with
actual adult problems. The churches? The churches are
primarily concerned with denominational religion. To
the media? They are only business institutions, existing
for the purpose of promoting their own interest; they
further tend to promote the interests of the existing
Industrial Regime of which they are a part,

[The present} aduli education suffers not only from
what must be described as philosophical planiessness
and philosophical superficiality, but above all, from
specialization, segmentation, comparimentalization.

i 1934, the School of Living was organized and opened
under my direction. It was located out in the open
country about five miles from the village of Suffern,
N.Y. The fact that it is located only thirty-five miles
from the metropolis of Mew York — perhaps the most
magnificent product of the madness of industrial
civilization - added to its difficulties. Yet among the
hundreds of men and women who have come to the
School, the astonishing thing is how many have
completely reshaped their pattern of living as a result of
what they have learned at the Scheol.

As it is today, most of the young people of a community
upon graduation from school drift into the chaos of
modern industry. Each cornmunity goes to the trouble
and expense of schooling — and each home makes the
sacrifices needed to prepare — the young for living.
But instead of equipping the next generation for
building upon the foundation which the present
generation has established, each individua! and every
new family is expected to establish itself elsewhere.

Furthermore, there is no organized institution which
relates the rank and file of the people of the community
to the minority who have been priviieged to obtain high
and professional educations. In most communities, the
educated minority joins the business group socially and
economically; it has no relationship to the cormmunity at
large except insofar as it renders professional service at
2 price. This is a condition bad for both the people and
the educated minority. The establishment of Schools of
Living would complete the circuit of systematic educa-
tion from birth to death. Not only the social but also the
cultural life of the community would eventually bhe
transformed by such a reformation. The teadership of
education would challenge the leadership of business
and government. In the community at large, the educa-
ted minority, as teachers, would receive a challenge
worthy of the stewardship entrusted in them.

f education be what | think it is, and its proper
utilization the hope of the world, then we should follow
education as a beacon; we should see to it that all
teachers become worthy of the cause in which they have
enlisted, and win fof the School of Living that central
position in society to which the crisis we face is calling
it. If only we see the possibilities of such a movement,
hope will surely rise in our hearts,
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Ralph Borsodi on The City:
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‘Cities —

these great boils
on the body politic —
ultimately infect

s the whole population.’

‘There is not the

slightest excuse
for metropolis.’

‘The modern city
must be reduced
in size.’

‘City people
sooner or later
become infertile.’

— and more, See the article inside from Borsodi’s
“Education and Living. "
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GREEN REVOLUTION 15 kept alive and streng through

the participation of its readers. Instead paying a fixed

subscription rate, readers have a responsibility simply
to send what they can to pay for cosi of printing and
postage. Please send what you can so that funds will be
available to print cur next tweo issues — ome en
Seli-Sufficiesicy, and the other on Social Change: The
Nuclear Question.

READERS alse send in manuscripts, letters, sugges-
fiens, poefry, artwork, editorials, essays, reviews.
READERS alse encourage libraries and friends to
subscribe and they place the magazine for vesale at’
conferences, fairs, offices, and in bookstores and
co-ops. YOUR ewn participation in making GREEN
REVOLUTION strong is needed ‘— and appreciated.
Thanks for helping.

ks your address label
circled in red?
This will be your
last issue of
Green Revolution!
See page 3 for
instructions o have
your name reinstalied.

Postrmaster: Form 3579
reguested.

Greesn Revolution
P.O. Box 3233
York, PA 17402




