4.
EQUAL HUMAN RIGHTS  "The Land Question, viewed biologically, -
revesls wide horizons and opens doors all
ready half-ajar. Placed on the bosis of equal human rights it is
nobly destructive, for it spells death fo wrongs now hurling
civilisation to its ruin. Were free and equal use of matural
cpporbunities accepbed as a fundamental law - Just as most of us
accepk, in theory, the Golden Rule - there would be no more terri.
tory-grabbing wars. Racial confliets, now looming up so threath-
eningly, would die of themselwes. Free exchange, so essential ko
internntional prosperity,would follow aubamatically, and with it we
would shake off those monstrous burenucracies now crushing us, We
should be plagued neither with the multi-milliomaire, whose evil
fortune is founded on Monopoly, nor with that degenersey-breeding
army of paupers whom Monopoly, first rendering them helpless,
drags down to pauperism.”  (Wm. €. Owen)
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TWO XTNDS OF TAYATION The present evil and injurious method of
rolising public revenue is dessribed by
the author of "Progress & Poverty" thus: '

"If we impose a tox upon buildings, the users of buildings
mugt finally pay it, for the ersction of bulldirgs will cease until
building rents become high enocugh to pay the regular profit and the
tox besides. If we Impose a dax upon murufactures or imported
goods, the manufacturer or importer wiil charge it in & highey
price to the jobber, the jobber to the retailer, and the retai..r
to the consumer. Now the consumer, on whom the tax thus ultimately
f21ls, muskt not only pey the smount of the tax, buk also a
profit o this amount o everyvone who has thus adwnced it - for
profit on the sapital he hrg adwaneed in paying texes is se meh
required by each dealer as profit on the capital he hos adwonced
in paying for goods.” .

' The alternative system advocabted by Herry Ceorge (Land Valooe
Taxntbion; is briefly shbated ag follows:

"The way taxes roise prices is by inereasing the cost of pro-
duction and checking supply. But land is not & thing of humn
production, and taxes upon rert {land-rent) cammot check suppiy.
Therefore, though a2 tax on rent compels the landowners to pay more,
it gives them no power to obtain more for the use of their land,
as it in no way tends to reduce the supply of land. On the con-
trary, by compelling those who hold larnd on speculation to sell or
let for what they can get, o tax on lapd-wnlues tends to incrense
the competition between owners and thus to reduce the price of
Tand ® : : :
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For One Shilling you can have the "Porcupine” for onc year, post-
free. Also explanatory literature supplied without charge. ¢

OMNE SHELING a year, Post free, frem
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2, Wensley Drive,
Hngel Grove, Stoskport.

(WITH SOME TELLING POINTS)
Ho. 229 July and Augusk, 1951.

PLANNED DISEASE At the recent Congress of the Roynl Sanitary

Institute, Professor T. H. Davey asked whether
medical mensures which incrense population should always be
ndopted. He went on to say that one purpose of disease was its
aebicn in helping to stabilise o population and to Limit it to
the size which the mabural resources of he counbry wers able o
support. Suppression of tribal warfare, he said, roesulbed in
incrensed density of population, and disense becams of major
importance as o stabilising factor.

Ilenored focts

When lenrned men ignore facte they are sometimes driven %o

{0 % dinvent theories o explain phenomena which appear to be ctherwise
inexplicable. Among the fuocts ignored by those who atiribube

unempl oyment and povety to over~population is the obvious one
that the wast hobural rescurces of the world heve never vet been
fully ubilised. Ewen in our own 1ittle !overcrowded! island
there is an area of land twice the sige of Demmnrk which is under—
developed or completely uncultivted, Sir R. 6. Stapleton, a
vell-known agriculburalist, gave the salient facks in 1941 ns
follows: "In England ond Welcs there are no less than 9,147,000
acres of ensily-ploughable poor permarent grass-iand ... As

well as this area, 4,000,000 acres call For drastic improvement

- - Gnd .nmoan aren classed as rough grazings ot least 2,000,000
Beres are capible of far-reaching improvement." Such facts -
15,000,000 acres ot home nob properly farmed or not formed at all
while a British Govertments spends £25,000,000 in & win effoart
to grow pea~nuts in Africn - recall the words of &n &ncicnt wrie
ter: "The eyes of the fool are in the ends of the earth.”

The Desipn & the Designer '

~ The iden of ¥iere Boing a purpose behind disense: thal ib is
degigned to control mants profligate fecundity, is peibvher new
nor brue, Strnngely_ enough it is sccepted by people who profess.
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to believe in & Orestor whe loved humnity so dearly that he spom-
ficed his som for their redempbion. The Rev. ¥. K. Malthus, fal
example, published in 1796 "An essay on the primip}e of popula--
“fien® in which he argucd thot population pabturally tends bo increase
fogber than subsistence, and that this tendency is only held in
check by plague, disense and fomine. As this theory sooms to ex-
“1nin end juskify poverty, it is nob surprising thot it rece j-f}
gereral sccepbance from the privileged clesses, and that 1*%;_;3).11
influerces thought, even of those who have not heard of Malithus. ]
sgh thai false prophet was answered in 1879 by Hemry George in his
ns book "Progroos & Poverty,” in which the autlar says of ¥he
- i Bhecowy: YT6 fuonished o philosophy by which Dives os he
fenstn cno shub oub the image of Lagarus who foinbs with hunger at
nis coor; by which wealth nay complacently bubton-up its pocket
when poverty asks en sims, and the rich Christian bend on Sundavs

d pew to implore the good gifts of the All-
1i ~spomsibility for the sgualid
¥ honoagoare sy
But Henry Jeorge Gid mors Than demolish folge doshrine: he
pointed the way to the matural solubion of the problem which =d
svled econamishs and tortured humsnity throughout the cenmturies.
Te -howed that instead of poverty being ceussd by Nature's
wippardliness, it wos the inevitable result of Bature's gifts
{ihe iand or nobural rescurces) being withheld from humanidy By
the prevailing ouston of treabing land os private propoeii . “_T‘h‘e' °
remedy he proposed is known in practical politics s Loxnd ‘u‘a;ue.s
Toaontion. Ixn George's own words it is described thus: e chjid
simply teke for the commmity whot belongs to the comw:;ity,_'ﬁzhe
wine that attaches to land by the growth of the commmity; leave
sacredly to She individual 21l that belomgs to the ind i'x;'icaimig
and treé.tiﬂg nece ssary monopolies as funetions oif Lhe St:z-;e_, '
Zholish 21l restrictions and proqhivitions save those required for
public health, safety, morels and convenience.” N
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THE POWFR OF TRUTH  When Henry George mad finished writing "Pro-
' : ' gress & Poverty" he wrote "7he trubth that I
heve tried to moke clear will mot find easy acceptamce. If thab
could be, it would have been sccepbed long ago ... Bu-t;.ﬁ: v_nll
find friends - those who will toil for i%, suffer for it, if need
be, die for it. This is the power of truth. Will it at ength
prevail? TUltimntely, yes. Bub in ouwr ~own bimes, or in Gimes of
which any memory of us remains, who shall syt o
"Progress & Poverty'! hos been translated inbo many languages
and more then three million copies have been sold. It can be
obtained from the "Porcupine’ office, 4/-, post-free.
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~HIGHTS & PRIVILEGES  The Soviet Govermment recently suggested to

the United Nobions Huwmn Rightbs Comission

~Ahet the following should be added +to the proposed inbermatiomsl

covenants The right to work, to leisure, %o equwl poy for men arnd
women, and the right o strike. '

For mony years economishis, politicians and churchmen have

“sought for an ascepbable formile of human rights. Their foilu

hog not been due to lock of will bub of uwnderstanding - they hove
confused rights with privileges. ALl human rights are equal; priv-
sleges are conferred by logal laws or onetioned by custom and are
umedual. Until this bruth is rocognised, repented enguiries and
stotements will achiewe nothing of wmlue. .
The firsc ond most fundamental right is the right ®o 1ife, end.
as 1ife is impossible without food and obher neseluaries, and as
a1l such Things are produced by labour oub of Jand, the right to
1i%e e lude the right to use land - to liwe on it ond mroduce
nidl things pecessary for health and comort. Becmuse this
fundamerbel right is withheld and overlodied, claoims are made for
privileges suweh os the right to work, privilepges which seem to he
netegonry only becouse the first huwen right ie withheld., It is
aeomed that some men naturally possess the power and right to give

cemployment, and that obher men are naburally entitled to demand
ompioymert. Bub such o situsbion only shows thet the nebural order
"~ 25 been wiclated. Nabure ig impartinl; she recognises no differ-

aces of rank, colour or merit, and gives her rewards withoub dis-
tinetiom o saints and sinmers who Fulfil her requirements. She
provides storehouse and workshop in the land - matural resources -
ond only by The epplication of labowr %6 land econ food, homes and
other good things be produced. It ig becouse lond is treated as
the private property of a privileged closs, “hat work is sometimes
gcorce and wiges are low. This arcient and ¢ mmtinuous wrong - the
Land Menopoly - is the root ctause of a1l the ecopomic i1ls of mod-
ern society. '

Other Rights

The right to strike réquires inberpretatien: To refuse Fo
WOrk':a.s 2 natural and equal yight, bub to prevent cbhers from work-
ing iz & vioclotion of equal rights.  There are elso obher mabural
rights implied im the right to 1ife, such as the right to own the
rrodueys of one's own industry or skill - property rights.  And
another is the right of free men 4o dispose of sueh property by

al $ : e . -
Bale, gifh, or exehange, without interference - free trode. When

ﬂ}e people. = or & sufficient mmber of them - under stand their
rights ‘Xﬁd C%illm them throuph the ballet box, the long nighbmre
of economic injustice and the sin and suffering that result from

At Will end in a glad néw dany.




