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begins where production begins - at the land from which a1l wes™ %
is derived. Because land is treated as private property belong. g4
to a fow privileged persems, production is restricted and ik Seems
that many people are poor because s few people are rich.

The removal of tho barrier of Landlordism would bsnish invel -
umbary poverty and enable all to resch a *hisher level! without
injustice or strife. The destruction of the Land Monopoly must be
the first step towards economic freodom, and the practical peliocy
for its achievement is the Tamation of Land Valuecs.
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"The United States is affiicted wikh a sur-
pPlus of butber, egps and kindred products.
A& mumgry world could do with it, but bad govermment is in the way.
The @overnment buys up the butter, egns, ebe. to kecp up the price
for the producor at the sxpense of the consumer. 0f course there
is a sleeping partnor in the background ~ the rewts of land are
kEept up in the interests of the landovmors. There is talk of i R T
ing away the surplus dairy produce, but who is going to take ik?

STUPIDITY or CUPIDITY

Comntrics in meed of it have their own food systems for vietimising
So the worldfs

consumers. For frec food to come in would never do.
surplus productiom faile to resch the hungry populations in meed of
it. The causes of this deplorsble position are the resbriction
upcn trade and production.” (From "The Standard ™ Sydney, NeS. W, ©
¥ % % E ¥ % bk ¥ & K o %

CHEAY TAND FOR DAIRY-FARMS In . a panphlet published in Melbourne

' appears the following informatioms:
in Queensland, Australia, the price of land is kopt low because the
rating system impose heavy publie csharges aon land veluves. The dif-
ference in land priees in the two States can be expresscd as equiv-
alent to £14 per eow, and the farmer with 48 cows in Vietoris
requires a capital oublay of £670 more than the owmor of a simllar
farm in Queensland. Or the extre cutlay of £870 the Victorian
farmer must pay interest amounting to £30 per annum, and with other
costs his hicher annunl payments are at least £52. In Victoria
the majority of dairy-farms are started on a eredit basisy the.
land is mortgazed, and stock, Implements and machimery are sommonly
purcehased on eredit. The Gueemsland dairy~farmer, starting with
the same amount of capital as +the Victorian, has £223 more in ecash
to work with than his neighbour in Vicktoria. Thus, the lcwer
Price of equivalemt land in Quecnsland, due to the weight of
public charpes on laﬁd-values, enablies the Quecnsisnd dairv-farmer
with the seme capital as the Victorian, 4o save in annual charges
to the exteomt of £97 per amum. Altermatively, it means that cibi-
zens can become producers themselves with considerably less capital
behind them than would be reguired in Vietoria.

ONMNE SHILLING a year, Post free, from
The Manchester Land Values League

The Dingle, Chester Road,
Hazel Grove, nr. Manchester.
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(WITH SOME TELLING POINTS)
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SOMETHING TO EAD The possibility of imcressing the production

of Food in this eountry was considered in a
recent debate in the House of Commons, and proposals were mede for
the development of commems and marginal lands. Ome member gaid
the commoners should be gziven a portion of the common whieh they
could enclose and cultivate. Whatever his motive, this would be
an extemsion of the iniguitous Eneclosure Acts which robbed the
pecple of millions of acres of common lands mn which poar cottag-

ers had kepb a cow or geese and from which they had obtained fuel.

~Mis member's comcorn Por the public welfare was shown, however

o

=¥ his suggestion that thore should be o verge of from 30 &0 40

rds on ecach side of the commons that this land ghould be open
= ¥

to the public who could scatbter waste paper on it, beer bobbles
and empty tins. Anobher spoaker declared that therc were at
least 2,000,000 geres in this country suitable for production,
and people should be omccuraged to invest their money in the land.
In plain English, this means that some people cught to pay other
people for opporkunities 4o preduce food, which opporbunitics
could, mevertheless, continue %0 be held out of use , as now.

In his reply om the debate, the Parliasmentary Secretary o
the Ministry of Agriculturc said it was useless to Balk as though
there wore wast aress which would produce food if the Chanceilor
of the Bxchequer provided enough money. They had first o dis-
cover which land could be made ressonably productive. It is said
that ignorance is bliss, but whether resl or pretended, fgnorance
is also an exeuse for avolding an cbvious duty. Whenewer atten-
tion is drawn to the need for increasing employment in the produc-
ticn of food, sction ig aveided by a eall for an enquiry from an
wmafiicinl agent of the Ministry of Procrastination. Their zenl
for infeo iom s eonsbant and insotiable, and the serviece thus
rendered iz indispensabls o governments whe invert polieies %o
solve soeisl problems vhile they resist every effort to remove

iz undorlyine causcs, :

£
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LOST - or .
What has become of the findings of all the Royal Comnissions,

The Committecs and obther bodies appointed by Parliaments duringe the
last fifty years to discover whether the Iand of Britain is uged as
a Treasure House for the pecople, or s Plessure Ground For the wenl~
thy? Having served their purpose in showing that fsomething is

being done,' these reporbs have been pigeon~-holed, forgobten, lost
or destroyed, and the beneficiaries of social wnrighbeousness have
not beon disturbed. Attacks on ancient wrongs are thus made harme-
less, and occasicnal new enquiries satisfy everybody. '

Ipnored facts

As Tong ago eg the early days of the present century the Duke
Cof dMarlboro - an agricultural expert - said the transference of
bad or indifferent grass land to arable would put millions of acres
%0 the plough and bake back to the counbryside hundreds of thous-
ands of labrurers. He asserbod that £40 worth of food eould be
produced from one acre of fair ground.

A eampnign to improve the productivity of agriculture in West
. Burope has recently becen eondusted, and practienl steps ars sugges-
ted in a report issuel last year by an 0.E.E.C. sub~ecommittec. In
~Ehis appears a statement that in the United Kingdem there are
7,000,000 hectares of neglectod land, the productiviby of which y.*
eould be grontly incressed by improvements well ¥nown to experts.,
But it is not lack of infeormatiom thet delays netion, bub lack of
will to wnderstand the problem and courage to remove the ancient
wrong of landlordism which is respomsible for the negleet or mis-

use of matural resources in town and counbry, causing mwemployment,

seareity of food and homes, and econstant poverty. I
Simple Problem: Simple Remedy ‘

The problem of the use of 1snd necds 1o new enguiry for its
mderstanding - unless it be to hide the truth. Withoubt oxamin-
ing the hisbory and effects of the British land system, it can be
said that the culbivation of land for the produeticn of food de-
perds in the first place om the people who own it. These people,
landowners, possess a legal right to use land productively, tc al-
low others %o pay them rent for permissiom to do so, %o usc the
lamd for sport or to withhold it from use altogether. To bring all
such lands into uses bencficial %o the public, it is only mecessary
~to eonvinee the owners of the desirability of such a change, and
- this ean be done by toxing all the land om the basis of ibts gelling
value, whother used, misused or uwnused. The woimproved walue of
2ll land is due Lo the presence and activities of populations
-and it is therefore just thot these values should be taken by tax-
ation for the benefit of the public. And as no-ome woudd willir'

: 3
¥ ‘& tax on properby which prodused no revenue, owners of umused

- buu eultiveble land would take sbeps immediately which would lead

to an increased demand for labour and grester productiom of zood
thirgs. This policy is the Taxation of Land Values, and its valuc
has beon proved in the countrics where it has been adopted,
Alternative to Freedom

fover~crewiced Burope,?

Sehomes are now being comsidered ko encourage emigration from
but the alleged overerowding is a result of
what is, in effect, a redwetion of the ares of the coumbtry where

lend is withheld from use. Expansion o its natural Bize and use-

.fulness will take place when the Taxation of Land Values is adopbed,

and abundant food will then be awvailable for all the people who
wish to earn a living in the land of their birth. .
2k % % % % ¥ £ % % ¥ %

HUNGER 1K HEAVEN "If we will nob usc the imbelligence with which

we have been pifted £0 adapt social organisation
to matural laws if we allow dogs~in-the-manger o moenopoliss what
Fhey camnot uscy if we allow strength and cunning to rob honest
labour, we must have chronic poverty and all the scedial ills it
inevitably brings. Under such conditions there wrould be poverty
in paradisc.” (Henry Georpe) -
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T CMUCHS In o spcech made some time before the roecent- general
‘eleotion, Mr. E. Shirwell said "Seme people still have

too much.” He proposed ko 'iron-cut! She differences in standards

of 1iving. "Those on the higher level," said Ir. Shinwell, "must

eome down, no matter who they are.? -

TO0 LITTLE! Intbhe opinion of Mr. Herbert Morrison, some people.

' are getting too 1ittle. In a speech lnst year he

deseribed the desirc for something more then a minimom standard of

1ife as a praiseworthy ambition, and said it would be better if the

rewards of industry reflected that principle. '

‘Both of these gentlemen hold Cabinet rank in the same Gpvefh».
ment, bub their specches secem to jusbify the taunt thet there are
as many kinds of Sccialism ag there are Soeialists. . o

Conflicting ideals '

Only igmorance of the mature of wealth, its production and -
distribution, ean account for the desire to abolish poverty by -
taking from the rich to give to the pocr. And such igmoranse is
not confined $o membere of the Labour party. Wealth is not scmew
thing, ereated in the pask and wnfairly divided., It consists, mainly,
of good things sueh as food, elathing and homes, and its production
must be continuovs. If production - inciuding all the services
ii,  lved ~ cemsed for ome monkh, famine and the death of millions
would follow. Imjustice im the possession and enjoyment of weslth




