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THESE 3

THS TO BE SELE HVIDENT:
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THAT all human belngs are born with equal rights to the earth, whic
is the source of thely phyvsic @w needs and the field and cppurtunity
i all their creative enterprises and labors,

THAT the returns to labor in the production of goods and services
arg the property of the producers.

THAT the land, which is not of hupan production but is necessary to

;yw life, can never be man's property. But in order to secure the
cight of the producer to his product, a private and exclusive pos-

4.
orr of land shall be conferved upon individuals, by soclety, on
e :
LEETINE .

society, as a whole, by its presence and activities, glves value
to land in various degrees ascording to where it dis situ @mﬁe This
social value belongs to all, and should be ccllected and dlstributed
annually, in eqgual shares, to the pecple so as to give to each an

egual economic opportunity.

THAT the present pragtice of mwwﬁammm the landlowners, by viriue of
thelyr land-titles, to keen wost of this socialliye-created value,
gives them an unearned income which, when capitalized for sale, be-
comes the gelling price of Land.

THAT this sver-increasing pr cice of land, by %mn@mﬂ ing land monoply
and land speculation, is the origin of great foriunes and the
fundamental cause of unemployment; poveriy; @wwﬂsﬂwﬁWw on: infla

wions business stagnation; depressions: etc. atc.

3}

 AHEREFORE URGE:

1 = The abolition all land-titles. to be replaced by lezashold

2 ~ The creation of a national body slecied and contyolled by

people to administer thelr common hevitage. To collect
distribute the rent of land, annually, in egqual shares to

citigens wwﬁwm@ in the United States.
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Two hundred vears agd many raw@ﬁx
Lok up ax
ices as th
wwwmw mhmcﬁa
individual'is

his own home,
struggle  for
avished cornsrs-one of ouyr

o

tal liberties.

5
o e
S

A
st

e e srﬁwﬁw (o1 F
hecame a
fundamen-

Poday, dn our B oontennial vear, we
are once more Lzonl with a threat o
homes and sl Apd 1t ds our
¥ lacal goverrtout which may bhe en-
dangering our historic rights.

O3

Armed  with pocket ocompulers  and

wiite of assistance-like authority, an
army of assessors has invaded HNassau

County searching not for tes or other

smuggled goods, but  for unvecorded

home lmprovements!

In the next three to four yvears,over

400,000 homeowners may have thelr proe-
perty scrutinized by this band of ine
truders., Legally, owners nesd not

they risk arbitre
Assessors have met

@ﬁwmw entrance, but
ary reassessment.

some  resistance, but they are siilil
commltted to  the wveaniture. No araea,
from bepssment to attic is fres Ifrom
their dnguisitive eves. This practice
is not new; indeed, it has bsen going

on sporadically for generations. RBu
never before have the residents of
MNassan County witnessed resssesdment
on such massave scale.

Just as a  tax, a Tmassacre’ or a
Ytea party" inspired our forefathers
to challenge the abuses of a govern-

2,000 miles away mJ& proclain
smendence,  the policies of the
rad of  Assesscors  may well dgnite
spark for a dislogue on that most
used subjeci-the pProperty tax.

ogressive income tay place
icad on the woor As on
cthy, 4t would ﬁmwwawﬁw% ST
# %quw contradiction of ipne
A similar contradiction mani
iteelf in the administration of
verty tax. While usvally views
larly, this tax actunally iz a
of the fusion {(or confusion?)

H

£

two key factors-land and  improve-
Once Land has been developed

wwmw@ iz a common tendency o consider
iy the increase in wvalue of homes,
rvanlooking any accompanyving increass
in land value.

Improvements represent the product
oi human effort. Carpenters, plumbers

alectricians and builders are all part

of the laboring force emploved to make
thaese improvements. Value thus creat
2d is personal Lt is the result of
personal  effort, paid for by home-
cwners  sedking these services.  And
a5 the wvalue of properity incressses

benefits accrue, not only in terms of

more employment but also in terms of

s enhanced neighborhood.

Q7095

And the response from the assesscrs?
Let's penalize the hoemeowner, local
merchant and factory owner for im-
proving hils prope nw% and  adding to
the store of wealth in the community.
1f thoge foes of capitalism wished
to devise a methoed to destyoy indivie
dual inltiative and the profit
they could not have discoversd a bete
ter device than a tax on ilpprovements.

But this is only halfl the problem and
hal® the tax.

Plots of land come in many  shapes
and sizes. nd each plot has value,
that can HSﬁMmewn The construction
of roads and scheools, the addition of

water and electric power enhance land
value. And value created in land is

guite different from that value creat-
ad by improvements. One ls the result
of community decision-malking and ac—

tion, the QﬁW@H the result of dndivie
dual wwmwm nce and seffort. Rather

than  using xamm improvements as a
base for the collaction of taxes, oOm=-
mon sense dictates that land value be
taxed to its utmost.

the age

But éven a cursory lodk at

sgment roils would reveal what seems
so sconomically elsmental. Histore
fcally, land has been grossliy

underassessed  and, insofar, as  the
property tax, a wvirtual uantouchable,
L.et us render unto Caesar what is his.
Give unto the tax collector what right-

fully belongs to th comrunity=that
value that has been created by the
community. But 1t is morally and
financially unsound to take from the

homeowner what rightfully iz hise=-a
part of the value created by his ef-
foris.

The assessment  of land at market
valug would provide a road-hased
source of revenue for local govern-

o

ments. Hoonomically., it would hav
the effect of inplementing a major
poal of our ecomomls  sysiem, namely
the increase of wealth., Since a
hesvier tax would make 1t unprofitables
to hold land out of use, the o ﬁmmWLas
tion industyryy would Denefit.
course, this action would mwwa wmﬁj
the need for the assessor's Lnvasion.
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The above was written by Stan Rubsene
stein, former Director of the Henrv
George Scheocl, New York ﬁwwwu & High
School Teacher, Director of the Long
Igland BExtensicnh of the N.Y. muw@g;g
it was published in NEWSDAY, a much-
read Long Island Newspaper.

CHANGES

Dy, Herman A. Lazéar has been elected
Frasident of the Henry George School of
N..J.

Oscar B. Jehannsen
Dean of the N.J. school,
of the HGS of New York.

has heen electsd
arnd a Trustee
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