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FIVE CENTURIES OF PROGRESS |
"Five centuries ago the wealth-producing power of Engle
man for man, was small indeed compared with what it is now.
merely were all the great invembions and discoveries whigh
the introduction ¢f stesm have revolubionised mechanical ing
then undreamsd of, but even agriculture was far ruder and l¢
productive . . Yet patient students of those times . . tell
that the condition of the English labourer was not only rels
but absolubely betbter in those rude times than it is in Engl
to-day after five centuries of advance in the productive ari
They tell us that the working man 4id not work so hard as he
now, and lived better: that he was exempt from the harassing
of being forced by loss of employment to want and beggary, ¢
leaving & family that must apply to charity to aveid starval
Pauvperism as 1t prevails in the rich England of the 19th cex
was in the far pcorer England of the l4th century absolutely
Imcwn. Medicine was empirieal and superstitious, sanitary 1
tions and precauticns were all bub unlkmown. There was freq
plague ard ceccasionally femine, for owing to the difficultic
transocortation, the scarcity of one district could not be re
~ by the plenty of another. But men did no%, as they do now,
“in the midst of abundance; and what 1s perhaps the most sigy
cant faect of all is that not only werse women and children n
worked asg they are to-day, but the eight-hour system . . was
the common system."  (Henry George in "Protection or Free |

GOD AND THE LAND-LORD
"Phe sea is His, and He wade it, and His hands vreparec
dry land.”™ (Psalm XCV)
Work has been begur on the new Sclway colliery. Two sk
are to be sunk to a depth of 1,000 feet in order to win 10 &
~miles of coal from under the sea. A dailly cutput of 2,500 1




is expected, and 1,500 miners will be employed.

The psalmist did not know the modern landlord. The
a part of it) is his though he did not meke it, and the
furnishes his requirements though other hands have preope
The kindly fruits of the earth drawn from soil, mine, of
ccean bed, which minister +to his needs, are produced by
of other faces than his own. The natural or divine ord:
prcuuct to the Progucesr - Ias 06‘611 ib'y_r.mt.,wu uy & B3yS Hem
ised banditry which gives to a few privileged non~produ
right to enjoy harvests which God has sown and other mer
gathered, and to withhold the dlflne bounty'zn Motheri&
that suits their purpose.

Only a return to the natursl order can save humeni’
disaster, and the first step in the proeess is the remom
great barrisr to progress and happiness - IANDLORDISM.
values taxation is the just and practical means to this
JAPANESE SHIRTS

lancashire manufacturers complain that imports of
Japanese shirts cause unemployment in the cotton indust
consumer is, as usuel, left oub of consideration. The
buy thess shirts ars, in most cases, too pcor to buy Br
shirts, and further teriff restrictions would raise sti.
the cost of living of this poorest secbion of the commw
it is argued, though these people would have to pay moer
fewer shirts, wemployed shirt makers would get jobs.

Bastiat onece wrote about "things seen and not seen
‘case for tariffs and duties is made attractive by portr:
some of their effects, The things not seen, or not men
this conbtroversy, are that imports of shiris are paid £
exports of other goods or by services. Excluding Japane
would involve a corresponding reduetion of exports or st
iny incressed employment of British shirt wmakers result!
trade restrietions would - other things being equal - be
by inecreased unemployment in other industries.

Trade prevention

An argument used in the campaign against Japanese !
is that the purchase of such goods assists that country
wicked policy in China. It should be remembered that J:
not sell her produets to Brita¥a: British traders buy 0
ese traders, and they buy cheap shirts because poverty i
country provides & ready market for them,

In spite of the Guvermment's trade-~provention poli
is still freedom in this countyry to buy British and fore
modities. People who wish to give practical expression




condemnation of Japanese aggression ecan do so by refusing e
goods made in that country - they can “"protect” themselves.
are alsoe freo to persuade other peopls to adopt the same ati
But freedom of this kind is what Protection is designed to ¢
igh. Though advocates of the policy declare that it protec
British industry agsinst foreign competition, iIts real purp
and effect is the protection of sertain British manufactures
traders against the British public. Tariffs and similar de
are used to prevent British purchasers from buying what the;
to buy, and to compel them to purchase what the protected pe
wish to sell. The system makes a few people prosperous by ¢
sing the conditions of the meny, and every extension of it ¢
vabes the existing injustice in the distribution of wealth .
to land Monopoly. While this root cause of poverty remains
method of trade regulation can do more than redistribute mi
. But land restoration can be achisved by means of land Value
tion. This policy, combined with Free Trade, would solve o
sconomic problems and remove the barrisrs to trade which ca
international 11l-will and lead to war. ; )
THE GREAT ROBEERY
In a recent edibion of the "Manchester Evening Chronic
the story of the enclosures of the common lands which robbe
_British people of millions of acres and made them wa.ge-slav:
bheir native counbry. At one time three-fifths of the land
- communally owned, but to-day the area of common land is onl
1,500,000 acres. The attack on the people's rights began w
the Statute of Merton in 1235, and the enclosurss were actd
. continwed in the 18th and 19th centuries. Between 1700 and
208 Acts eneclosed 250,000 acres; from 1761 to 18C1 2,000 Ac
enclosed 3,180,000 acres; and between 1802 and 1844 & furth
2,549,000 acres were enclosed by 1883 Acts. In 1866 the Me
itan Ccommons Act prohibited enclosures within the metropeld
area, snd only resistance against further encroachments sav
remaining commons in London and elsewhere for the public.
Commons-preservation not enough
Tn ordsr to make the remaining commons seeure for all -
ths Commons Preservation Society advocates a national surve
the State of all common lands. This is exeellent, but not .
it will only secure what has not been lost. Important as a
commons for recreationsl purposes, it is more important tha
should be availabls for work and homes. The great poverty !
lem in all its phases of unemployment, low wages, malnutrit
bad housing, &o&. is the result of the expropriavtion of the
from the soil. Therefore a policy-is needed which will not




wrevent further encroachments, bubt will alsc restore to
his natural right tc earn and enjoy a good living in the
nis birth. Such a peoliey is foumd in the Taxation of lLa
By this measure the present unjust system can be ended a
iand-lords made to pay rent to the people, to whom the 1
1y belongs. The provision of public revenue from this s
will make the taxation of industry upnecessary and stimu
private and public enterprise.

Past and present wrongs

Evil deeds committed in the past cannot be undone, b
ancient wrongs are reflected in unjust laws which inflic
injury on the present generation. The enclosure of the
is one of these. But justice can be done by amending &
The iniquity of treating the natural resources of the cc
privete property, and the private appropriation of econc
which this involves, can be brought to an end by the met
taxation and reting based on the camunally-created vali
land, and = corresponding wme-taxing of earnings and savi
SHARING TWJUSTICE - - -

Preaching on the occasion of the hundredth amnivers
Manchester®s incorporation, the Bishop of Manchester sal
not at all sure that complaining aboub the rates is not
Christian thing. OF course we are entitled to eriticise
in which our money is spent and apportioned, but as Chri
sitizens we ought to rejoice to bear our share of the o«
burden which does so much to meke the city happy.”

Perhaps the Bishop does not know that local author!
obtain "our money" by an unjust process. We ars entitle
merely to eriticise the system: it is our duby to conder
endeavour to change it. The cost of loeal services wow
o burden if the land-valuss created by the commumity wel
for this purpose. It is only because these land-values
en to the landowners that public authorities find it ne:
to extort money from the ratepayers to finesnce these ses
The preosent evil system is respomnsible for more poverty
happiness then such services cah possibly relieve, and 3
acquainted with the facts can imagine that local goverwm
at present conducted, has, or ever will, "make the city

To a mere layman it weould seem that a Christian ow
rejoice in sharing an unjust burden, but that he ought f
to esgbablish justice in civie govermment, apd rejoice ™
that has been accomplished.
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