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An Appreciation of
HENRY GEORGE
by |
JOHN DEWEY

The following Essay by the most famous of
living American educators and philosophers,
appears as an Introduction to “Significont
Paragraphs from Hewnry George’s Progress and
Poverty,” compiled by Prof. Harry Gunnison
Brown of the University of Missouri, and pub-
lished by the Robert Schalkenbach Foundation.

. It was a happy thought of Professor
Brown to select and arrange passages
from Henry George’s immortal work that
give the gist of his contributien to politi-
cal economy and social -philesophy, while
the pages which follow show that the
task has been executed with a skill equal
to the idea. The fact that Henry George
. has an ardent group of disciples who have
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AN AppreciaTION oF HENRY GEORGE

a practical program for reform of taxa-
tion has tended to obscure from the rec-
ognition of students of social theory that
his is one of the great names among the
world’s social philosophers. It would re-
quire less than the fingers of the two
hands to enumerate those who from Plato
down rank with him. Were he a native
of some European country, it is safe to
assert that he would long ago have taken
the place upon the roll of the world’s
thinkers which belongs to him, irrespec-
tive, moreover, of adherence to his prac-
tical plan. But for some reason we
Armericans are slow to perceive and cele-
brate intellectual claims in comparison
with the merits of inventors, political
leaders and great industrialists. In the
case of the author of “Progress and
Poverty” the failure has doubtless been
accentuated in academic circles by the
fact that Henry George thought, wrote,
ad worked outside of them. And in the
world at large, in spite of the fact that
no works on political economy have had
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AN APPRECIATION oF HENRY GEORGE

the circulation and reading obtained by
his writings, discussion of the practical
merits of his plan of reform of taxation
has actually tended to blur his outstand-
ing position as a thinker. This has been
the case because the enormous inertia of
social habit and the force of tremendous
vested interests have depreciated his in-
tellectual ‘claims in order to strengthen
opposition to his practical measures.

T do not say these things in order to

‘vaunt his place as a thinker in contrast

with the merits of his proposals for a
change in methods of distributing the bur-
dens of taxation. To my mind the two

things go together. Iis clear intellectual

insight into social conditions, his passion-

“ate feeling for the remediable ills from

which humanity suffers, find their logical
conclusion in his plan for liberating labor
and capital from the shackles which now
bind them. But I am especially concerned
in connection with TProfessor Brown’s
clear and well-ordered summary, to point
out the claims which his social theory has
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AN APPRECIATION OF Henry (GEORGE

upon the attention of students. No man,
no graduate of a higher educational in-
stitution, has a right to regard himself as
an educated man in social thought unless
he has some first-hand acquaintance with
the theoretical contribution of this great
American thinker.

" This is not the time and place, nor is
there need, to dwell upon the nature of

this contribution. Henry George is'as ~

clear as he is eloquent. Dut 1 cannot
refrain from pointing out one feature of
his thought which is too often ignored :—
his emphasis upon ideal factors of life,
upon what are sometimes called the im-
ponderables. Tt is a poor version of his
ideas which insists only upon the material
effect of increase of population in produe-
ing the material or monetary increnient
in the value of land. One has only to
read the third section of these extracts to
note that Henry George puts evenl greater
stress upon the fact that community life
increases land value because it opens “a
wider, fuller, and more varied life,” so
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AN APPRECIATION OF Henry GEORGE

that the desire to share in the higher
values which the community brings with
it is a decisive factor in raising the rental
value of land. And it is because the pres-
ent system not only depresses the mate-
rial status of the mass of the population,
but especially because it renders one-sided
and inequitable the people’s share in these
higher values that we find in “Progress
and Poverty” the analysis of the scientist
combined with the sympathics and aspira-
tions of a great lover of mankind. There
have been economists of great repute who
in their pretension to be scientific have
ignored the most significant clements n
human nature. There have been others
who were emotionally stirred by social
ills and who proposed glowing gchemes of
betterment, but who passed lightly over
facts. Itis the thorough fusion of insight
into actual facts and forces, with recog-
nition of their bearing upon what makes
human life worth living, that constitutes
Henry George one of the world’s great
social philosophers.

October, 1927.

Joun DEWEY
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What Others Have Said

All the country needs is a new and sincere
thought in politics, coherently, distinctly, and
boldly uttered by men who are sure of their
ground. The power of men like Henry George
seems to me to mean that.

‘Wooprow WILSON

The Single Tax will wait, 1 fancy, for.years,
since it is so fundamental, and mankind never
attacks fundamental problems until it has ex-
hausted all the superficial ones.

Braxp WHITLOCK

I find it very difficult to disagree with the
principle of Henry George.
Louis D. BRANDEIS

1 am inclined to believe that no writer of
our timmes has had a more profound influence
upon the thinking of the world, 1 have read
“Progress and Poverty” several times and have
always felt that for beauty of style, elevation
of spirit, and . weight of argument, it is one
of the great books written in my lifetime.

Newron D. Bagee

People do not argue with the teaching of
George; they simply do not know it. And it
is jmpossible to do otherwise with his teaching,
for he who becomes acquainted with i cannot

but agree. ‘
Leo Torsroy

[61

Feonomics has never been a dull subject to
me. It is a science that affects every human
being, yes every living creature It is because
Henry George steeped  this subject in .the
splendor of his soul that we hear in his words
an irresistible call for justice to all men.

HrreN KELLER

Henry George was one of the great re-
formers of the world. His conscience Wwas
active, his sympathjes broad, his purpose in-
domitable, his conrage unfailing, his devotion
to principle absolute. These qualities, though
rare, are not exceptional, but with these were
united the passion of a great idea, the percep-
tion of a primal truth wnrecognized, and the
genius of language to move mankind,

Weiran Liovp Gareison: 2p

Henry George was a master of Engtish; one
of the greatest that ever used a pet. . . . He

was one of the real prophets of the world;

one of the seers of the world. . . . His was a
wonderful mind; he saw a guestion from every
side; his philesophy appealed to every schaol
. ... Henry George wrote a profound book,
the first ook on political econcmy that people
may read; the first and perhaps the last that
was readable to plain ordinary men.

CLARENCE DJARROW

My ambition is fo repay nmy debt to Henty
George by coming over some day (to America)
and trying to do for your young men what
Henry George did nearly a quarter century
ago for me.

Grorce BERNARD SHAW
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We may be confident that the life of this
brave son of a free and generous nation will
be chronicled in its annals ir letters of gold.
Nay, beyond the limits of his native land his
name will be known and respected as ome of
the hosts of God's servants, who desire to
glorify Him in the eyes of men by establishing
among them a reign of happiness, of justice,
and of universal peace.

Rapst GusTtay GoTTHREIL -

Farewell, Henry George! Great, honest pure
heart and brain, farewell! Two hundred years
from now it will be known that an election
was held only because you were one of the
candidates, and now that you are gone, people
will come to know that you are one of the few
men of the age whose names are to survive.

WiiLian J. Gayror

Henry George is greater than ever. Little
. by little, the world is feeling the influence of
his noble thinking and appreciating the un-
selfishness of his aim. Iis great work has been
translated into every language and has pro-
foundly modified legislation in the last thirty
years.
PourTNEY BIGELOW
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BOOXS BY HENRY GEORGE

Obtainable from

Robert Schalkenbach Foundation
11 Park Place, New York
Pogtpaid

Progress and Poverty - 50ih Anniversary
Ydition, new plates, 19303571 pages.$L00

Proctection or Free Trade—Best texthook
on the tariff ever written. 332 pages.

Apcial Problems-—1930 reprint.  Articles on
over-production, machine age, farm prob-
icin, ete. 288 pages $1.00

Land Ousstion, Etc, Containg besides this
title, “Property in Land” and (eorge's
famous letter to Pope Leo, “Conditon of
Labor”. 1930 reorint $1.60

Life of Henry George by H. George, Jr.
Anthentic, fascinating story of the lfe of
a great man by his son. 1 volume. 1930
reprint—611 PAEES e srmerreenn O

Significant Paragraphs from Progress and
Poverty by Henry George—Compiled by
Prof. H, (3. Brown with Introduction by
IOHN DEWEY., A good textbook.

M pages . 50

{All Books Clothbound}




