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L LAND PRICES SKYROCKET
:'AléD' f?iE PEOPLE SUFFER?UY

MOur food comes from land Our fuel comee from land. Every complex
‘ aperation of our modern society is rooted in land....farms,factories,office
bulldings, stores, resorts. That's why there is money in land---BIG money'“

' S0 reads an openlng paragraph in a book1et entitled “21 Ways to Make
Money inm Fiorida Land," published by a promotional organization calling it-
self Prudential Reaearch Corp., Hollywood, Fla. The booklet does a skilled
Job of <appealing to thnse who want to reap unearned profits from others’
nead for land. :

Whatever real estate you buy in Floridsa, the booklet says, "“your godl
is MONEY, and you want land which will GROW it for you. Think of Florida
asg a 1and mint.. Land values have soared, Land ig costly in the midst of a
erowd and 1is goinglﬂgher with the population explosion.”

Among other examples, it cites some land which formerly ’bou}d be had -
for 14 cents'an acre, but now brings $10,000 an acre,"

"You wouldn't mind waiting a bit for something 1like that, " it says,
"and no law says you'll have to wait long. Florida land prices have doubled,.
tripled and.quintupled and then some---within weeks or months"

% % % % ow®

, It doesn t pay. to -take such glittering promises too. seriously Count-
1ess victlms all over the country, particularly older folks seeking retire-
meént homes, have been trimmed by land sharks. However, the statements in
the bookleb spectacularly illustrate a situation which has offen been dis-
cussed in LABCR. : , .
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As the railroad workers' oid

the lzte Congressmar ““}ﬁ it
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v oi Okic ‘used to say, the
3 and &ll oiher natural resour-
€s of a country are God's gifts
to all the people;’ and no ons has
a moral right to make. an unearned
profit out of them. Crosser agreed
with what Henry George, the "Fro-
phet of BSan Francisco," said in
his famous bock ’Pwo«reﬂs and Fo-
verty.'

George's view was that the peo-
ple, whose presence, growing num-
bers and need for land create its
riging value, should get the bene-
fit through hlgher taxes on‘land.
This, George and Crosser maintain-
ed, would discourage speculation
in land and make it cheaper for
those who want to use it for homes
and other productive purposes.

Instead of following that pres-
cription, Florida taxes land val-
uesg lightly and puts the burden on
the common people by one of the
highest state sales taxes in the
country. Other states, in varying
degrees, commit this same kind of
economic and moral error.

Crosser and George, if they
were here today, would say that
this disparity 1is a root cause of
poverty and unemployment in a coun-
try blessed with great gifts of
land and natural resources.

As the booklet . +truly says,
"every complex operation . of our
modern society is rooted in land."

A recent article in Fortune
magazine adds this: "Since wages
and salaries have not kept pace
with land prices, more and more
Anmericans are paying more and more
of their income for the prlvilege
of living on earth.

(This editorial was written by Al— :
vert H. Jenkins, associate editor
of LABOR, who is alsc +the author
of "Man and Mother Earth,'"a speech
delivered at the Dav1es Memorial
Unitarian Church in Washington,D.C.)

READERS DEPARTHNEDNT
Dear Friendsg:

- Toe individuals whose names appear
below are among the great majority
of the citizenry of our State who
feel a great sense of gratitude tow-
ar@ J., Francyl Howard. As you know,
it was the result of ¥r. Howard's ef-
forts that made it possible for us to
express our views upon the recently
enacted and improvident tax statute
which was repudiated in the recent
election.

Mr. Howard, as you know,hss devoi-
ed a great deal of time to this pro-
ject and has incurred considerable ex-
pense. We feel, as we are sure you
do, that he should not be required to
sustain the entire finasncial burden
which this project entailed. TWe also

~think that a personal letter of appre-

ciation to Mr. Howard would be treas-
ured by him during his declining
yearg. If you . are able to make an

_enclosure with such a letter, we are

sure that, too, would be =zppreciated.

This is just a friendly reminder
that -Mr. Howard, 1like ourselves, is
human and deserves recognition . for

what he has accomplished. His address
is 124 Ferry Street, Albanw reson.

Sincerely yours,

Wiley W. Smith

E. C. Malo

L. P. Holloran

A. P. "Jack" Roark
K. €. Tanner

— — - — -

To the Editor:

I should 1like to take issue with
(or .perhaps to see clarified) Prof,
Paul A. Samuelson's statement{article
in November--December, 1963, issue)
that, 1if a 50% tax is’ introduced ap-
plying to 21l land rents, the market
price of land must still be the same
because the introduction of the tax
does not change the supply of and the
demand for land.
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is %cciared.
%hﬁ@m%? of the land
all. the rent *he market

mt 1ﬂng _Irom the stand-

LGOkiﬂt.
supply and demand

point--of physical
{as . though it were & commodity,
which, 'of course, it is not}, a tax
on . Fﬁﬂf Will -t end to incresse thp

ket 3&&_ S0 tend to lower the maWKet
price., ThHis is so becasuse owners of
valuable but idle land will be in-
fluenced to sell --- not having been
holders. for use —--- because they are
not -y - pqsitian or are
to. ofifset the tax- by putting

laﬁé e Uue‘\.t R

A tax on” lané value
is the only tax that can

the

easlly be

avoided by putting land on the mar-’

ket, yet the payment _of which 1is
actually bEﬁef}“ldl to.la- l&ﬁd user,
51nce 1t spares him ‘the- need o make
a Capltal“ 1nVE$tmeﬂt in- land'or to
burden nlmselx ‘with'debt “in order to”
get access t6. larnd., A fax on land
values also makes
duction or elimination
true capital, earned incomes,
coasumptlon._” - C

Rlchard T Hall Boston

‘of taxes on
and

Massw
B r — — — — — — -—

BOOM.

.tion in Florids” was carried on in'ax
manner sgimilar to what appears to-be:
cccurring today with ever higher and
higher ©prices being asked. Then
all blew up . quite ﬁpectacularly-a
relatively short. - time
the great depvesnlon “started in the.

1930" 8. It ray "be’ well to watch the
S"+U.a Dn J.J.J'A.v::cl.l estate m}_)e’iUluulOun
tcday as it may be the harbinger oft -

i

a simllar debaele as 1n Bne 1920 s,

-~
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{We may essume  that .
’ P ime
Li
i

L.would. )
that an effort to change the base of

unwilling. -

or land renf-

possible the re--

PR
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AND BU s T {f?ﬂﬁﬁ
In the 1920's real estate Specula;n:

A8 nderstand

b e f o'r‘ea:

{Rev.. Youh% iS thé”execative dirscior.’
of the Lrie, Pa., Land Tax  Associa- |
tion; rethed Fresbyterian minister:

Th.B.,Princeton Theclogical Semineary)
Religious

Almosi
be

any religicus leader today
inclined to the opinion
real estate tax

the from buildings

cand improvements to land value would

scarcely place. sny compulsicn on him
or ‘his <conscience as g religious
leader. But . in this

For some qfrange Peascn

the poLlcy of taxing land low or not
'a1l. Wnere vpoverty is most in-

tensc,‘lanﬁ is never taxed. Why noi

check it out?. o

Land Ove?lééked as Baéic Factor

Leadership and Tax Policy

it seems"

B

. concludgion he
“would .be @lmo:t unimagine bly wrong, |

to have escapca ceneral ﬁotice that
most. of ,the fierce end desperate
o poverty of the world springe from

" Almost all discussiong pertainlngf“

to the critical issues
omlf an end all refererice
a8 o,

volved¢

Thies is a wickeﬁ dversight.

This lack of. .specific un@erstand-
ing of = the natura of Iand
economy is also at the bottom of the

" poverty and unemployment which .still
citles;;

plagues ‘us a8 a ‘pecple, Our
suffer. frem obsqlescence -and decay:

act, as breedzng grounds for’
crime. ... :

Tn e

S

rhe,ﬂa@fof Rent
Our.pugzlement .

will never "be

why we got into
place, . It is

resolved until ‘we
trouble”
in the first through.
our
of Rent", " which has a peculiar

powerful eflect on;our llves.,

[

Land

It isfhard

to define’ and explain

;asic factor in the probléms 4n-

“ineur -

for most ﬂ@Opln\*oday:;
the Law of"’

of our times =
to landg

over”these 1ssues"

failure: to compreherid - the -PLaw- -



Hent, bDut the Tallure (o understand
it, 2nd control it for the benafit
of the human rscs has producsed mors
poverty, bred more crime, atirred up
more hatred and cau S@d nore wars
than any other xternal factor af-
fecting man's behdv ior

L If there is such a law --- and 1t
can  be proven easily --- and if it

been so effective in bedeviling
cof men, would

to find out

has
the lives .
our duty all
about 1it¥ '
Land ih U.S8.A. Once Plentiful
A person who has never learned
how the law of rent functions 1is in
no, position to appreciate how much
of” an _effect it has on our own econ-

omy. In America, land once was 0
be had in great,‘abundance. Because
it was there, to be had without

price,we have not felt the pressures
of the law of rent so muach as have
other, thickly populated
But now, things are getting mor

critical.] The person who is famlil&”
with' the law .of reat -can sce

sorts of pressure develeping. The

price of land everywhere is too high,

80 that the incentive for improve-
ment on this costly land is sgtifled.
Besides, the tax on the improvements
is & ridiculous penalty on industry,

precisely because .of these conditions.

Sprawling City Developments

This is also the cause of sprav-~
ling city developments. Vacant high-
priced land is Iinterspersed every-
where, making utility services more
costly. Badly Iimproved properties
are left to decay. Downtown areas
are ‘ofter ' virtual ‘slums, and the
perimeter of the downtown sectionsg
are being held out of use by the ex-
pectation of owners to sell at fabu-
lous prices.

Liquor and Land Problems of
Civiligzation
Rpskin once said: "Sooner or la-
ter every civilization comes face. to
face with its quuor probiem and iis
land preblem.” For us, solutions in
botp‘araasfare long overdue. Ag far

~it not be -
we can.

. the
countries.

: vantage in
a1l .

ag land 1s concerned, msny asiute
thinkers nad beepn closing in on the
problem, but it remained for Henry
George, one of the world's most ori-
ginal - thinkers, te clinch the argu-
ment in one of the greanest bOQXq '

ever written:"Progress and Poverty.

Sclution Rejected

Buf his solution proved so0 obnox-
lovs to the power cliques of hHisdays
that all the subtle influences avalli-
able to men of wealth and power were
employed to smother the theory. under
a blanket of silence. And with the
rejection of an economic philosophy
that might have led to real freedom
and individualism, we . were obliged
t¢ repalr the body politic with nos-
trums, that have eroded the- 11bertles
we once enjoyed,

There'have been certain %inds of
civilizatlions thatl never experienced
effectg of the law of rent,

2

There have been many societies whose.:

. members could see no particular ad-

lalqzng 1ﬁd1v1amal owner-
gship of land, .
Landownership Predatory

But where it prevalled it tends
to produce an "aristocracy™, which
gathers its peculliar power by virtue
of its rights of ownership of land,
In such a society the "Law of Rent"
goes to work with a vengeancé.

Such societies invariébljfbecomé“

predatory, and the processes of ‘deca~

dence are contimuous  and persistent
from the beginning. Our civilization
is running true to the usual form.
One thing, and one thing only, can
arrest the process: We will have to
deal 1ntel*igently ‘and under morsal

responsibility with the"Law'of Refit! .

Our Spiritual Ancestors

It is well “to remember ' thaﬁ the
nomads of yesteryeaf  who did not ad~
nere G0 the arzqtocratic wag of
life, were our spxr;tual ‘ancestors,

Justice was a normal and matural re-
and thelr God was a

ality to them,
God of justice. These were the peo-
ple who gave the world a ‘sécial con-
science to begin with.

!



a5, of the world principles of rightecusness and jus-
have the p?@ﬁu*@% of em~ tice in His peonle, They played 1u!
ploying religion as a sancgion for. . as men of Talth.
injustices. Bagl. worshlp .was, @nﬁ o _ o o i
still is, thn worship o of the ‘GWﬁﬁr . lModern Wavs pust Be Different.
The Beal -of a ciby was the pwgﬁr of - “What disturbs us today -is that
the city, snd he was projected as’ religious leaders ‘are still playing
the obiect of worship. When you cqn thig as men of falth: We have no ex-
convince psople thal it is Godle. cuse for trying to rely on moral’
will that Fou should be the owner Gf suzsion alone in our effort to see
eV"fythlpg in %1ght thep brother, jugtice prevsil. One would think the
you "have it. made" This ﬂaq;been law of rent had neversbeen .explained
theApraczlce of_«ﬁrong and willful. or that a scientific. procedure had
men from: time  immemorial. It was: never ;heen worked out. [For ug there.
only . yegterﬂay that we interred the.  is povs excuse. IT we do not  under-
doctrine of . the Divine Right of stand ‘the law of rent and imagine we.
Klﬁgs. o . : can . carpoheld the line. against - selfish--
. _ _ /-t ness by moral suaslon zione; then we.
How Fthiczl Monotheism Arose are ‘in mortal-danger:  -If. we have-
‘The Hebrew peopie were amazingly. been tricked Into believing there 1Is
artlculate in carving. cut a philoso-.  no such law and - that a democratic
phy of Ethical WMonotheisnm wnich ul- government. can play fast and loose
timately won. universal ac clalm and with its taxing authority, arbitrsr-
vhanged the course of h1story. ily taking money hefe snd leaving it
_ there, as if it were 1impossible -~ to
Upon‘ taking up  JAiife in Canaan, findwany set of . principles Tforigul-
thy‘ ‘adopted. the policy of buying,. dance, then we can expect {0 become
and .selling . land-w; This  brought theé: hopelessly entangled 'in our own Web
lew of rent into play, and all soris of sticky mistakes.
of evils began %o plague them, It _ ' |
Cis-our firm. convictilon that the dis- If wé think that welcon dlisregard
cerning Hebrew prophets were jolted the law of rent and that, our chur-
into making these <ohser vations be- chess can turn out  such ‘lmnnnr'::\b'lp
cause of the contrast between the characters “that good:- Chrrstlans
“pefore Canaan" and “after Canaan" everywhere  will dlsregard the -law
experience. and pay high wages “when the going

rate for labor ‘has. Tallen .every-
One can watch the prophets as they where, then we neéd some primer les-

reacted to the injustices and the gons in economics. No businessman,
inequlties which seemed to have Christian or not, can pay twice as
tastened themselves on their way of mach to labor ag his competitors snd
1ife. These modes of behavior were stay in business. The law 1is inexor-
an affront to their spirits. They able. And when the government thinks
cried out bitterly against the lust IT can step in and arbitrarily estab-
for land exemplified in the practice lish a minimum wage in utter disre-
of adding field to field. gard of the laws of rent and wages,
then another crimp has been put into
They saw a strange and terrible the free enterprise system.
change coming over their countrymen
and in an effort to put a stop to Most clergymen who pride them-
the processes which seemed to be selves on their social compassion,

pitting class against class, they have adopted positioms left of cen-
challenc4d théir countrymen to recall ter. We may sympathize with the in-
that their God was a God of Justice tent, which is to relieve want and
(Mishpat) and that He would never - to glve a sense of securlity o ou
tclerate such a violation of the fellowmen in the face of hard reali-



ties of the sconomic Processes,  Put
we must realize how all this ig re-
lated to the g0ciallizing process,

However, one must clearly dis-
8

tingulsh between soclalism as g
stats function of . organizing the
economy, and .sociai institutions

which men mist set up to make their
society an image 0Of the ethical sng
moral values of its members, And it
ig here that we come upon the scien-
vific basis for such socclal institu-
tions,

There are some values
been socially created, and
clally distributed, All we have to
do lis to observe what values natur-
ally attach themselves
then see that thosze values, and only
those values are appropriated by the
state, As things are now, we con-
fuse the entire ‘picture,

Created values for themselves, and
then- 1t  turns upon everyone and
takes away in taxes Dlllions of dol-
lars worth
values,
JOY very specilal privileges and we
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which have .
these. .
should be goclally collected and so-
when incressed

to Tand and

. - -The state
allows landholders to keep socially "

cf'individuailg‘ created -
We allow some precple Lo en- -

wher
nenry Geoerpe School

leave others gn nard  pressed that
they ecannot sven Tlnd 2 vlace o

stand or work.

f#uch has been left unp
explained, Whnat
Rent™?  That must
other time, .If we have made the rea-
der suspect that there is such a law,
that is 21l we can hope for now,

e . T

Notece To Our Readers: The change-
bver from printing to mimeographing
Will assure ‘continued mablication
for an indefinite time. We hope
that our friends wiil pat up with
the new appearance until such tipme
interest andg sunport

from among Oregon Laxpayers will
make a mcre"attractive'.rormat.pos—

sivle.

The opiniong of contributors are not -
necessarily cur own. : RTINS

Subseription: £1.- per year.

The real trouble with most of

those fine new homes ie that they are

located.

of one's
income, ' C

on the outskirts
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