AHD TAXATION. - "™s it truc thot thore is and onn e
tazation? I 1t de, thon Mature can have nothing
about governmond, and all talk of tho scicnce of goverie
e folly. For gover miptice tazaltion, as +%u1y ~3 tho
tatonce of animated n“turo dmplics fouda P“ aticon ig the indis—
able condition of all government. Taxes are the food apon
. Without taxes it ruast diceser.-How can we loarn
tL, toachings of Hature upon %his subject? How docs Hature tench
us apything? Is it not by the stern prossurc of nccossity, drive
ing us mrd, while overy path, execpt thoe right one, is hedsoed
up vith difficultics and penaltics? Hature tells us nothing, in
plain words, but vhile, on the one hond, she males it impossiblc
for us to 4 stiil, sho walls upy on the other hand, the door
to overy wrong path. It is an ipvisible well, sgainst which wo
N iosh curselves, again and srodin, until at Inst e learn
: our wny o tho cnly open door, Bvon so,
BE W r; ome methol of faxn-—
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A of fazntion thus imddicated ie the
also that Hature hog all slong collectod taxes b -

Whllﬁ we Lave smstod our efforts in double toxntion,
injury of the vhole hman racc.” — Thos., ¢, SARAEMAH.

"Taxation should Lo cthicsl, that is to say,. honest. To be
honget it must be in proportion not to ability to pay, not to the
earnings of the taxpayer, Lut to finnneial bonefits derived by
bim through special privileges protected by the community,

"Now the great specinl privilego, the only one of any finan—
cial imporiance, which individuals derive from the community, is
the privilege of privately possessing natural resources — land.
Other special privileges nny fiourlsh. Upon investigation, how—
ever, thoy will be found te consist either of temporary privileges
like patents on inventionsS.....or of masked privileges like
corporation stocks and bonds which in effect are largely titles to
or nmortgages upon natural resources." — Louis . Post,

TEARN FOR YOURZSELF: THE REASONS FOR LOW WAGES,
HIGE PRICES, CONTROLS AND SHORTAGES.
By attendins FREE CLASSES in
BASTC ECONOMICS.
Apply tos C. S. Lees, Henry Ceorge School of
Soeial Science, 19 Kedleston Averue,Monchester 14.
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ON CHANGING ONE'S JOB  In a case recently roporied in +he rross,
London mogistrate was fold that o

shorthand-typizt carns morc noncy thon o 4u11V"x ticket ccollector

with 32 yoars% exporicncc. The gistrate roetoried:s "I C“ﬁnot

acoekt that as o mitigotion for dishs of

nogh Fe

twwmg
right
night as
t to give up
of finding a
radicelly wrong in o 3
mnere pittance in oxchalgc 0T 5 llfLEl
says 1t is ingwousable for o poorly paid
o fow shillinge but at the some tipe is gilent

by our syston of ﬁrivate Ceeacreship ofF Land tho co by
robbed of hundroeds of millions of pounds anuuclly. Lond, a

natural rosourcc llkh sun ~and ain, %hc "t of the Crontor to one
gnd all without d%stlnction, anl from which all woalsh dorives by
the application of isbowr, hne buon allowod o hecome the private
proporty of the fow. The renainder of ihe conmmunity arc thus
deprived of that inmalienmnble rizht, the right of freedom of access
to land. Given that right, no man - not even a ticket collector
than he could obtain for himself
from the land, and by land is not meant agricuitural land only.

I% is not sufficioently apircciaied by the majority of men
that all wealth production is dopendent upon Yand, Or that the
Iand—=valucs of Britain, which vary between £50 and £3,000,000 per
acre according %o locality, are ereated not by individual effort
but by the presence and activity of the community as a whole, and
shouid rightfully be collected by the public authorities to
defray.public expenscs. This is the policy known as The Taxation
of Land Valucs. : - L '
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Our Altornative 5 P

Many people, uhen they first hear it suggestod that a td

should Le put on lond valucs exelaims "Whot? Another taxl Have
woe not enough toxes already?!

Cortainly, there arc for too mony tozes.  But most of then
arce bad toxes. Men should not be taxed becnusc they snmoke, or
drink becer, or likce ar ocenssionnl seat in the cinerim. Nor should
they be taxed according to the offorts they have put into their
work,. For the waoes a mon %rlnfs hone ot the weekeond orc his
carnings, his share of the alth he has helped to Troduce and
most men feel that their wages should be thoir own sncrod prow
perty. And so it is high time thai wo got rid of these bad
taxes, and in their placc substituted a method of taxation which
can be proved to be just. . - - '

The argunent for land walue taxation rests upon the conton-—
tion thot these valucs arc brought into oxistencc by the community
as A G, and sg rightfully belong e the comrunity, and should
S thorefore be token to defray public oxpomscs.

Hos Benrey oorge Puts Tt.
: T oseeure o all citizens their equal right to the land on
which they ldive, docs not mean, as somo of the 13nor%nt scen {
supposc, that every onc must be given a farm, and city land. borcut
up intc 1ittle picces., It would be “impossible to securc the equel
rights of 2ll in that woyy even if such division werc not in it-
gself impossible. Must we thercfore consent to inequality — must
we therefore comsent that scme shall menopolisze whnt is the common
heritage of all? Not at 2ll, If tvo men find o dionmond, they do
not march to a lapidary ic hnva it eut in two. If three sons in—
herit o ghip, they do not proceed to saw her into three piecess
nor do they agree that if this connot be done equal division is
impossible. And so it is not necessary, in order to secure cqua
rights to 1and to make an cgqual division of land.

AR tha 1t is necessary to do is to colleet the ground-rent
(by which is meant the whole anmual value of the land,spart from
any improvements)for the common bonefite

Nor, %o take rent for the common benefit, is it nccossary
that the State should actually tnkoe possession of tho land and
rent it cut from year 3o year, or from tern to term. It can be
done in o much more simple and casy manncr, by corcentrating tax—
ation upon the valuo of the Iand. A1l-it is nccessary to do is 4o
abolish all other forms of taxation until the weight of taxation
rests upon the value of land irrespective of improvements and
takes rent for the public benoefit. o

«n this simple way, withou® increasing govornrcn

but on the contrary groatly gipplifying it, we 1:
wirtually common proporty. And in doing thie we i
other taxationg and still have a cvb onnd steadily growing common

fund, in the benefit of which 211 might share, and in tho AN G-
ment of which there would Te such o dircet and goncral interost as
to afford the strongest guarantce apninst misappropristion or
waste. : o o
Under this syetenm no one could afford to hold land bhe was not
using, and land not in-usc would be thrown open to thoso who
wighed %o use it;, at once reiicvinpg the labour market and giving
an cnermous stimulusg to production and ino srovement, while land in
usce would be paid For according to its value, 1rresfsctivq of the
improvenents the user mi, make. On these ho would not bo tnxed.

A11 that hig lakour ¢ d adéd o the comnon wonlth, all that
hisg prudence:could enve, would be his oun, inste ofy 0B N,
subjeeting kin to fine, Thus woul:d thoe snered risht of property
be acknovwledged by scouring to cach the roward of his cexocrtion.
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TAXATION "There: is 2 method Ty which you can bnx the.

INBIRECT

“from the mouth,

know that the hard times aro-causcd by taxation."

' JOHN CITIZEN SPEAKS ALS MIND

last rag from the bnck, and the last bite
without causing o murmur againsgt high taxes, and
that is; to tax a great many articles of daily usc and necessity
so indircctly that the people will pay them and not know it.
Their grumbling will then bo of hard times, but thoy will not

(William Pitt)

(Lettor to the Inspector of Taxoes)

Dear Sir, For the following rezsons I am unable o mect your
demand for payment of Income Tex. I have been bombed, blasted,
burnt and sandbagged, wnlked upon, -held vp, flattened out and

- squeesed, by Income Tax, Super Tax, Tobacco Tax, Spirit Tax, Beor

‘Pax, Motor Tax, Entertainment Tax, Purchas

supposed to have a

“talked to, talked about, lied about,

¢ Tax and overy Soc1oty,
Organisation and Club that the inventive mlnd of man can conceive
to extract what I may or may not have for Red Cross, Biack Cross,
Double Cross and every other Cross and Hospital in towm
and country. Thc government kas governed my business until I do
not know who owms it. I am suspected, inspecited, examined, in-
formed, requircd nnd commanded, so that I do not know who I amly
what T am, or why I am herc at all. All I know is that I am

n inexhaustible supply of money for every necd,
we or desire of the human race, and am cursed, boycotted,

held uwp, robbed and well
Yours faithfully, John.

nigh ruined.




