4o
distribube the unjust burden more cvenly crrmobt lessen the 1. is-
tice which affecte all the ratepayers im varying degress. It is _
not enough to gay that the rents of some houses nre too high. What
is regarded as rent is the tobal weekly payment which includes
rent and rates. Pebbty reduwetions for some and heavier paynents for
others will nob improve a situstion which is combinuously worsen-
ing. Only by abolishing the rates onm houses altogether can Justice
be done and setisfaction secured. 11 Sydney, N.8.W., nnd rating
areas elsewhere, houses and shops are rate-free, the loen]l authori-
ties obtain their revenues by levying their locnl baxes (rates) on
the walue of all the lend. A4nd as no land is rate-free, building
and other industries are encouraged, and rents are not inflnted
through shortage of housing sccommodation.

Timid aoprosch

The Wythenshawe tennnts! approval of the rating of uncccupied
properties seems to be a tinmid approsch o 2 better system. There
are two ways of chargine rates on properties, (1) on the use of

1nnd (the present syster), and (2) on the value of innd, disregard-:

ing its use (the Sydney system). To charge rotes on unoccupied
vroperties would conbinue the defect of the present system in which:
buildings ore robed and the charre is incrensed whenever improve-
ments to them are mde It would be better Lo do nothing. .

When a house is in flemes sfforts are made to exbingpuis?  he

firs, not Lo save the upper floor and leave the basement burning.
If the time and energy spont in vainly trying to improve the pres-

ent system were devobed to replacing it by one which sccords with
the highest ethical principles and the necd for effective action,
the first practical step would immedintely be taken ot Westminster
Lowards removing the existing grievances by Rating Lomd Vnalues and
Unrabing Homes and Industry of all kinds.

ok R o % ok &k ok ¥ % :

our suffering and dangor de not come
from Free Industrislism bub from an Indus-
triolism thet is not free hecause it is omclaved by Monopoly and
caught fost in the clubches of thot invasive militnry mchine -
the State. Menopoly is the enemy , the most dangerous enemy the
world has known; snd never wes it so dangerous as now when the
State hog bec ome welli-night omipobent. Monopoly is State-created
and could not exist were it nobt for the organised wiclence with
which everywhere the State supports it. At the behest of Shate-
protected Monopely, the ordinary man can be deprived ot any mo-
ment -of the opportunity of eokning o livelihood and thrown into
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the gutber. A% the State's commend, acting nlways in the interests !

+ 1 T o PR s i FiEf—
of ionopoly, he can be ¢ onverted ok oy moment inbo food For mow

der . Show me, if you con, a byremmy morse terrible then th(‘t'i_ﬁ
(W. C. Owen)

ONE SHILLING a yesr, Post fras, from
The Manchaester Land Values League

9114

The Firs, Wensley Drive,
Hezel Grove, Stockport.
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United Notions World Hea Crzanisation,
nid In Nottinghom that food supplies were not keeping maoe
he growth of population. If incrense of population went on
he present rate, he said, in two hundred yvears there would
barely be sbonding room in the world.
"A MOUNTAIN OF POODY

The following statoemert by H. J. Taylor, ~ ncted imericen
comentator, appeared in a recent issue of o Califorrian Journal:
e hove o stoek pile of wheat 122,000,000 bushels lorper than on
the day of Pearl Harbor: a stock »ile of corn 305 L000 000 busghels
larger. Our own CGovernment's honrd of FPoodstuffs never wos higher
at an sli-time penk - pobntoos, bub . . gverything. This
whole gigantic mounbtoin of food alre vdv has heen mid for by the
taxpoyers. If it were sold, with the new cropz coming on, what
prices of Foods would have to be combrolled? None. What would
hove o be rabioned?  Wothing.”
Not lang
000 ow

b

EANY PROPLE

W~

Dr. Brock Chisholme
i

ok o om

CTons crico
aof fish throsm bocl
cumpensation hns been prid o farmers for not produc
&L_gd remiahs
n Jeveminhs nre not diseouraged when remson snd facts
explede their fanbastic theorics. Tn dave gove by it wes believed
that work wos o mennlty for man's dis oboé}j_m}ico; he was condemmed
to 2arn his brend in the swent of h dows 1t is
the produsts
nnd when hnrsg
ing Nature's ev: :
wiversl stoarvetion do not grestly disturb us. Bub we may he

Pared by the prospect of an over-crowded world , though Doctor

g faes.
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Chigheolme did nobt explain how dhe rapidly increasing populatios
could be fed from a diminishing ares of Food~producing land f
during the later sbages btowards the standing-room 1imit.
Profitable Scarciby :

To the normal man or woman the destruction of food while
millions are hungry is & crime apgainst humenity and oommon-sense.
But it is not nonsensical. Though scorcity is disasbrous £o the
many, it is profitable to the few. Scarcity raises prices, and
that is brd for the masses, but high prices are good for those to
whom they are paid. Easy forbtunes sre made through scarcity, and
therefore scarcity is brought about by those whe have the power
or opportunity te de so when comditions are favourable — some-
times with the assisbonce of goverrments.

Abundance or scarcity of good things such as food and homes
is in relotion to the effestive demand For them, and demond is
mensured by purchasing-power. Prices rise or f211 as demand
increnses or decreases, as for example when the supply of pobatoss
or eggs is wnusuelly large and the demand for them has nobt inerens-
ed proportionntely; prices then are comparatively low. And viee
versgn. In the unsatisfied needs of the poor in every country
there iz nn enormous pobential demnnd for goods and gervices, bub
it is on ineffective demand and has no influsnce on production or
prices. This is the poverty problem which ean only bs solved bv.
remeving its cause - the Land Monopoly ~ and thus fresing the ¢
people for grenter production nnd comsumption. It is because land
con be withheld from use that conditions of roal or artificial
searcily can be created, and the removnl of the legal Trarriers
which prevent idle and i1l-paid men from producing useful things
from unused land would open wnlimited new opnortuniticzs for pro-
duction nnd service, and bring prices to o Just level.

1 Well-being ‘

To bring about conditions of abundnnce and gonernl well-being
the equel rights of 21l men %o share the free bounty of Nature in
mether-earth (land) must be recognised and implemented. As the
surfnce of the earth belongs by mobural right e 211 its human
inhabitants, they, the people, are entitled to demnnd rent from
every individual who holds exclusive possession of o site, whether
it be a ducal park, a small-holding, or a cotbage plot. The col-
lection of this rermt would provide a revenue to maintein the
vublic ssrvices which are now financed out of the looal and .
mational faxes and retes; this would reduce or sbolish the taxes
ond rates which now impede progress and burden the useful members

of socieby. This poliey is knewn as Taxation of Land Values:
%c%ually, it is the public collection of the notion's rent. Iks
Justice is obvious and undeniable, and its benefiicial elfects
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n be seen in the Dominions and Dermark where i1t has been par-

- 211y adopbed. ~-When by means of this fundamental reform, poverty

and the fear of poverty have been banished, a happier generation
mey find entertoinment in discussing the perplexities and scares
of a period whenm men had learned to measure and weigh distans
stars, but were ignaorant of the elementary fact that conditions of
human 1ife on this planet depend, primorily, on the terms of access
to land, land being the workshop provided for man, and the source
of 211 the material things neccssary for human existernce and
hnppiness. '

£ Ok ok K K ok ok ¥ ¥ %k %
"UNEMPLOYMENT ABOLISHED"™ In o message %o a candidate for Par-
T licment in November, Mr. Attlec, Prime
Minister, said "uncmployment has been abolished,” and "the fear
of destitubion banished.” ¥Figures issusd by the Ministry of Labou

Ui f

show that in this period of sc-called "full employment® there
were in this country in October 304,100 registersd persons unem-
ployed. The mumber of unregistered unemployed was nob stnbed.
Perhaps the oxistence of o few hundreds of thousands of paople
denied opportunity to enrn their livelihood is ns unimportant to
a Prims Minisber as smnll change to a miliionnire. To the vie-
tims of social injustice - which is the causs of invelumbery
employment -~ it is o tragic renlity.

Mr. Attlee nnd his party advee~ted the true remedy (Loand
lues Taxation) when they lacked cvwortunity to place it on the
atube Book. Now they have the opnortunity and lack the will.

* k% k ok ok ok ok ok %k F %
PASSING THE BUCK Tenants of the Wythenshawe Housing Estate are
7 nlormed by o suggestlon thot the rents of
Corporntion Houses in Manchester might have to be inecrensed by
4/- to 8/- a week. 4% a represeumbative moebing of the benants
it wns agreed not to resort to a rent strike, and a proposnl that
any deficit in the Housing Deopartment’s necounts should be borne
by the city's ratepayers as o whole wns approved. Among long-
term proposals considered, the mecting favoured the revision of
the De-rating sct of 1929, and the levying of the rates on
unoccupied properties in the city.
Redistributing on Injustice .

] Under pressure of n Ehreatencd increase in their cost of
lﬁvzng, these people are neglecting the policy which would give
them substantial relicf without adding to the burdens of other
ratepayers. The present rating sysbem is unjust; it takes from
?he ratepnyers o growing proportion of their earnings to finance
the public services, while leaving for the private enjoyment of
o-few people the Innd-walues which ore orested by the commmity

ought to be used Ffor the benefit of all. EBfforts to
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