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~ Resolution "73:

a little more

Dick Cavett seated Jeffery St. John on his.left and Senator Proxmire on his right-
which made everything politically correct when viewed on the screen. The wﬂ.ogm.ﬁb " of
Vietnam was about {o be gnawed by hawk and dove, by conservative and liberal, and by

right and left - with an assist to the liberal by Cavettin his role of moderator at times .

goaded beyond endurance.

Thus were the late-night millions infused with virtuous warmthas they rejected the
callew show-biz alternative to view relevant discussion of public affairs. But, apart
from the satisfactory glow, ‘what did they get that was missed by the legion who-chose
Carson or the CBS movie? Well, they witnessedauthentic and recognizable controversy
with both sides {but not all sides) democratically represented. The arguments were of
sufficient vehemence to maintain interest and familiar enough not to induce disquiet.
It was, in fact, show-biz wsmw&mmwmmwsm.mm something more than entertainment. If this
format were not the model for controversial discussion it could be lightly dismissed,
but it is the model and exhibits horrendous weakness.

What is Controversy? It is simply something as yet unresolved. It is the descript-
ion of what happens between discovery and solution of a problem, Persistent and cont-
inuing controversy is less evidence of an open-minded society — than of empty-headed
Citizens. The goal of controversy is its own demise as disputes disappear. beneath a
flocd of corniclusions. In the classroom, ‘controversy.is not important except as a wwﬁ#.
to conclusion. Failure to appreciate this leads to unproductive wrangling.

To prevent wrangling, m%.mmmusmﬁn,m.n.ﬁos@m necessary. The adoption of a logical
Procedure is called scientific method and can diminish controversy. Teachers should
examine this intellectual trouble- shooting and ‘ﬁmm_w..wn along to their students, - sothat
time presently wasted discussing Cavett style, ' meaningful, relevant, controversial
matters can be spent on their resolution. Then we may end some problems.

Of course, first, we have to identify one.
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SEASONS GREETING 81 Bt Chamesy

A COMMENT ON CH

RISTMAS CARDS .
Last Christmasetide my sister vismited me and looked over the cards I recelved, -

She ranged them from "best" to Ywbret". The "best! were the original and beautiful
ones, and sc on down the line tmbll one mwm,aoumwmmwmu wsm,wﬂowm&x - a "nothing",

- 1 am sympathetdc toward the wndardog, so I looked at the oubcast, trying to find
gome virtus in it. It was a seb of slmple Christmas balls on a plain red background.
Even with this, I thought, some one had to take the trouble to design those geometrice
shapes and flgure out a color scheme, even if 1t was only white, red and gray. The
card began to look not so bad to me. .

Then I bethought me of all the Christmas cards and all the planning and art work
that go into them. Thers are surely more cards sent at this time than the rest of
the year put togsther. Let us say thst 50 million families (in the U,S. alone) send
out an averags of 50 cards - thatfs 2% billion cardsl And that's nét counting the
greater number sent by businesses, institutions, public officials, ete. Once in a

- while I gst a duplication, but rarely - and so thers must be a million different kinde

of cards (not even counting privately-made greatings like this one),

Thers are endless varietions of Senta Claus and reindeer, nativity scenes and
Hagl Vearing glfts, Christmas tress, wreaths, bells and candles, a ransacking of the .
worid's art treasurss from Nipponese Lo Navaho, birdles and beastles, color photographs,
line drawings, end everything in betwaen. . . ,

This extracrdinary art explosion is taken for granted, Meanwhile, the official
arh world seratchés 1ts empty head for new gimmicls to £111 next seasou’s galleries,
The throw-away fertdlity of Christmaseeard art may some day be counted as of more
interest than the shemanigans of the contemporary ert establishment. ‘

Thers 1s one Mittle quarrel I have with Christmas cards and that is their ob-
segsion wiih snow. A little snow here and there, all right, but this SNOW, SNoW,
fnow everywhers is too much! Seldom does real suow fall on Christmas, and the few
Uimes 1t doss it 18 not so obliging as to spread a crisp white blanket, then stop . see

Then there are the personal messages - the "annual reports™ - which are welcome, -
but sometimes I wish the cast of characters would be more clearly identifled. E.g. -
"It's been such a busy year. Mary Aun (who's that?) visited with the twins (what
twins?) for three weeks, Jack (who?) 1s better after his accldent {what?) and is
back at nls machine (which one?). Mimsy (who?) was sad after Puzzy (a cat? a para-
keet? a sister?) died, but is now conscled with Rum (I'd be too)." Etc.

Minor quibblea. I love 'em WHH.A Itts g mwmmﬁmﬁwmmw:o%&ms the only - way to

keep in touch with all manner of peopls. "We must get together some time" doesn't
always work cut, but Christmas cards are always sent.

i
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how often the family eats out, and whether they are
foolish enough to buy an automobile, ,

Suppose the same $6 billion is raised by property
taxes. Property being assessed [supposedly) at 25% of
trize value, we have thie situation:

345,000 home assessed at $11,250 pays $1,185.

$40,000 home assessed at $10,000 pays $1,000.

$35,000 home assessed at $8,750 pays §875.

%30,000 home assessed at $7,500 pays $750.

Governor Reagan has stated of his bill, “T think it
would be to the great benefit of the people in Californja
and wmammnu\ ﬁcﬁm ... cure the school financing
problem.”

Inasmuch as Insight has seen sales tax increase after
sales tax increase, with each increase being heraided as
fast, fast, relief for our school financing problem, please
excuse our skepticism on this score. And Insight also
wonders whether our teachers will find it easier to teach
children of an incressingly large poverty section, in-
creasingly impoverished by regressive consumer taxes,
even ﬁvocmw the families involved will receive a slight
increase in welfars pavments.

Bribed legislators — as American as
apple pie?

Contributions to political campaign chests by lob-
byists to influence legislation are “an integral part of the
American political system,” according to Cyrus T.
Anderson, Washington lobbyist recently convicted of
paying bribes to former Maryland U.S. Senator Daniel
Brewster. Testifving at the trial Anderson stated: “So
many people ask me for cash. There’s just so much of it
in the political system Senators, Congressien,
candidates for president of the United States.”

Convicted lobbyist Anderson could receive up to 45
years in prison, while co-defendant Brewster, convicted
of accepting a bribe, is subject of up to 8 years in prison.
Brewster was charged with accepting 814,500 from
Anderson as supposed campaign contributions at a time
when Anderson was lebbyist for a large mail order house
interested in low postal rates, and Brewster was a
member of the Senate Post Ofifce and Civil Service
Committee.

Actually, what Brewster received was mere chicken
feed compared to what more careful legislators receive
daily in Washington. Bréwster's only sin was that he did
not keep the money properly segregated!

Ralph Nader’s book on Who Runs Congress? notes the
‘widely known fact that the old crude forms of bribery
have generally been superseded by contributions to
future, or past, campaign funds, Noting that the Federal
Corrupt Practices Act is only honored in the breach,
Nader mentioned that the Justive Department has never
prosecuted a single candidate for breaking its provisions!
Mader also noted that aithough the Sierra Club lost its
tax-free status on the grounds that it was involved in

political action, many large political contributions made
by industry are usually accepted as bona fide campaign
contributions.

But industry should not take the entire blame. Should
we forget the large contributions made by the milk
producers to practically every single presidential can.
didatie before the 1972 primaries to insure high prices for
what every body needs. Nor should we overlock the fact
that a gangster-ridden Los Angeles union local which
makes heavy political contributions to all levels of
government, has never been the subject of criminal
action, despite sworn affidavits of hoodlums admitting
that they were imported by the union president to kill a
rival for office, and tape recordings of orders by that
same unjon president that other “troublemakers” be
“taken care of.” ,

Apparently American runs on payola insofar as
Federal, State and Local government is concerned. And
the main culprit is poor Mr. Average Citizen, whe
doesn’t join any political club, makes no investigation
inte candidates for office, never shows up at “Can-
didates’” Nights’’ and votes for the man with the most

billboards pronouncing his virtues {paid for by lob-

‘byists).

Jess Unruh, former Assembly Speaker, now candidate
for Mayor of Los Angeles, states: “That a good legislator
should be able to eat the Lobbyist’s dinners, drink his
whiskey, sleep with his women, and then vote against
him.” ,

But how many of them can do this?

Current Assembly Speasker Moretti on TV on
November 11, relative to lobbyists: “To have entree to
the legislature they have to help us cut. We can’t pay for
our own campaigns. Lobbyists are where we get most of
our help.”

Just where does the taxpayer go for help?

Farm prices — up or down — or who
is running the agricultural
department?

The Agriculture Department’s attitude towards farm
subsidies reminds us of Stephen Leacock’s famous
knight who rode off bravely in all directions.

Department Secretary Earl Butz is still espousing high
food prices and extensive subsidies. Addressing the
National Grange recently Butz complained that
Congress “doesn’t give a cuss about agriculture,” that
too many city people think “it’s sinful to pay money for
food,” and that the new Congress will be “dominated by
people who essentially believe in a cheap food policy.”

Almost . simultaneously, Assistant Secretary of
Agriculture Carroll Brunthaver told newsmen that the
Administration is “alarmed” at the record $4 billion
pald in farm subsidies this year, and hopes to cut this to
$3 billion in 1972, Brunthaver stated that reductions in

- payments for cotton, wheat and livestock feed grains
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Where now, conservation?

Even more upsetiing to California builders than the
passage of the Coastal Conservation Initiative is the
extraordinary decision of the California Supreme Court
that allowed building permits anywhere in the State o
be withheid where they had an adverse ecological effect.

Many City Councilmen now claim the right to deny
building permits because they dislike the architecture,
the landscaping or the size of the swimming pool. When
politically scceptable g:wmmww are involved the discre-
tion has been exercised more liberally. The Legislature
promises to furnish guidelines, but in the meantime
hysteria reigns throughout the local seats of power, and
local politicos portray themselves as crusading conser-
vationists because they turn down constfuction permits.

The LA, County Planning Commission has refused to
allow the Roman Catholic Archdiocese to build homes on
145 acres it owns in Rowland Heights, claiming that this
would cause loss of open space, and has suggested that
the property be maintained for future cemetery expan-
sion, or possibly for live-stock grazing. We think this
admirable conservation. You could only put about 1,500
live ﬁmovm., ¢ on the 145 acres, but you can put many times
that In persons who oaw require 6 by 3 foot resting
places.

A short ways away, mroﬂmmnmm of hilly acres in La
Habra Heights remain vacant because of a zoning
twoiﬁos that requires ' acrés for each building lot,
leaving 25,000 prospective home buyers ?Em%ﬁm in
their happy apartments E the big city.

l!ll.ﬁﬁie J..l.grawm Bl S

77 A AN

Something Constructive!

From time to time, rveaders of Anelysiz urge upon me the es-
pousal of some program Q;d are pleaged to call “constiuetive”

The veform invarlably sests Hs case on the good will, tntelli-
gence and selfleszness of :Fz. who, invested with the power to
do so, will put the reform into coperation. And the lesson of
history is that power i3 never so used. Never. I am coenvinced,
on the other hand, that all of the evils of which these honest
people complain ran be traced to the misuse of power, and am
therefore inclined to distrust political power of any kind. . ..

s

The only ‘“consiructive” idea. that I can in all cunscience ad-

vanee, then, iz that the individual put his trusi in himself, not
in power; that he seek i better his understunding and lift his

values to a higher and still higher level; that he assume respon-.

aibility for his behavior and not shift his respunsibiiity to
comaittees, srganizations n:E above all, a superperson; r y?:c
Sueh reforms as ars N,ponwmm:, will come ol themsvlves ,.:::_
or if, men act as EF:;;S? and responsible human beings.
There cannoct be & :n.r.:m: society until therd are "pood” mem

FRANK Chobanov, Analpsa, July;, 19

-Ili..n R (L  — .
- TE S s SN S

This is the same type of reasoning which caused the
California Court of Appeal to find that California’s law
giving special tax deductions to private golf courses,
despite their mnotorious racial and rebizious dis-
criminations, did not violate the 14th Amendment. The
Court found that the discriminating golf courses
provided “open space” recreation s&wnw excused any
incidental discrimination,

The L.A.- County Regional Planning Comimission
recently warned that L.A. County may soon have the
largest blight area in the nation, unless steps are taken to
replace or renovate thousands of deteriorating homes.
Commission planners claimed the county has fallen
402,000 units short of providing adeguate housing for low
and moderate income families .

We cannot understand why there should be any
complaint about housing shortages. If the homes were
constructed this would reduce open space and be anti-
conservation. According to prevailing standards the true
herces should be the vacant land speculators whe do not
infect their beloved open spaces with those revoliing
people. . ’ ,

i the first refuge of a scoundrel is in fact patriotism we
wonder whether the second refuge today might not be
conservation. In the past we allowed the “Progress”
fanatics to destroy much of our coast with oil wells,
infest Tahoe with honky-ionks, eross Griffith Park with
freeways, and even threaten Lake Arrowhead with smog
ruination. It could only be expected that, in the true
American style, we should go from one extreme to the
other.

Mustangs and the ploneer spirit?

Our guestioning of misuse of the word “conservation”

doss not mean we necessarily sympathize with the

resclution adopted by the County Commission of Lin-
coln County, Nevada, home of the nation’s 44,000 acre
mustang preservatory. The County Comimissioners
demanded repeal of the Ecgmaos given the mustangs,
claiming that, “The wild horse is not a meUow of the
pioneer spirit of the West.”

The Cominissioner stated: “Pioneer spirit is not
characterized by a spirit of wildness and adventure. The
picneer came west to improve his econcmic status — the
commendable and major ambition of civilized man.’

These equine-hating commissioners seem to us to
themselves symbolize the pioneer spirit of the West. Our
ploneers never hesitated to kill anything that moved,
chop down everything that grew, and to pollule
evervthing that could not be either killed or chopped
down. His “commendable and major ambition” was to
improve his own econocmic status at the expense of
anvone or anvthing standing in his way. Possibly some
day an inspirational statue will be constructed in
Lincoln County, entitled “The Pioneer” showing the
daring County Commissioners shooting down the
worthless mustangs.
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