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DEFENDING SCONOMISTS -« "It is a litvles incongruocus to hear of Walter Heller,
a Minnesotan, lecturing to Californians at San Prancisco about the'appresive

and repressive’

Advisors under
the architects of
did much about oppresive
Baxkley had a point when
cier with a Phi Beta Kappa key on one

othexr'” -~ From the San Diegoe Union - reprinted in HUSAN SVENTS
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in September 1960 & group of college

CUSS

state tax sfrusture here, and
dentials are that he served as chairman of the
Presidents Kennedy and Johnson.
the current inflation.
FTederal taxes,
he philophizaed:

what they could do o help educate the vouth of America

recommending changes. His ore-
tational Council of  Boonomic

Az such, Mr, Heller was ons of

And we can't resall that the counsil

Perhaps former Vice President Alben
"An economist is an unewployed finans
end of his chain and no watch on the
nk4 12-13-69
students met in Sharon, Conn, o dig-
about the ains

of consexvative philosophy and the preservation of Constitutional government,

Cut of this meeting
tive-action youth organization.
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THd CHALLSNGLUG SEVANTIILS

1w 7 O is the Dbeginning of &
new decade of challenge. This is
especially true for Georgists for
the growing problems of the nation,
particularly in the clties, are be-
ginning to turn the attention of
people more and move to what Henxy
George had to offer.

For example, the Wall Sizget Jour-
nal only last month had an excaellent
front page story on him and his
idess. MNewark's chief sconomist re-
cently cams  out with & strong en-
dorsement for a differential tax. He
urged the tax on land be separated
from that on improvements, with the
land tax being increased while the
improvement tax being decrzased.

former Supreme Court Justive CGold-
herg evolved # plan under which own-
ers of one and two family homes
would e velieved of taxes on the
land, while permitting taxes on ib-
provements to remain, wWhile this is
LO0& in error, as it should be just
the reveyse, with improvenenis ubn-
taxed and land values taxed feor the
Full economic rent, nonstheless it
is indicative of the growing realiz-
ation that land and the ilmprovenments
to the land should be  treated ddf-
Farently.

A1l of this represents & challenge
to Georgists., If the seventies 1s
the deécade in which George's ideas
are increasingly recognized as high-

1y relevant particulaxly fto urban
problems then they will be actively
axgued pro and con., The Seorgists

should be well preparsd to meet the
challenge of popularzing his ideas,
But the challengs is not merely to
present his ideas, but in presenting
them, te prevent his philosophy from
degenerating merely into a tax re-
form program for decaying cities.

George was not a tax reformer. For

that matter, neither was he really
an econcmist. He was a philosopher
sttempiing to teach the rudiments

of philosophy which centered around
Freedon, It sometimes appears Lthat
=vaen he did not appreciate the true

gramdeur of the philosophy he was
expounding, But, then, that would
be  hardly surprising as he was

breaking new ground., It is for us,
who come after him, to expand and
determine the full Llaplications of
his vision.

His single~tax was merely an exe
pedient to guarantee to every man
nis  pirthright--sccess to the op-
portunities of the esrth. It was
no panacasn, He once  ssaid  that if

there was any panscesa, it was fres-

dotm, That is what he gave his life
for, It was to establish a ‘truly

free society in which
Sual would haove the

esch andivie
cpportunity of

utilizing his capacities 1o the max-
imum under the mileauw of Lreedom.

S0, in the decade before us, let
us meet the challenge of not only

popularizing his ideas but above all
of enphasizing that his conceptls
constitute a wonderful philosophy~--
the philosoephy of fraeedom.

Qeear B. Johannsen

SE8E & WONSZNSS

Ttis obvicus that many politicoes
melieve that inflatlon will always
e with us for they are beglaning to
talk about instituting rent contiols
te 'protect  tenants from rapacious
landloxds . ”

This despite the fact that New York
City is the glaring example ol what
happens under renit control. It never
gave up the controls aftexr WWIX. The
result  is that <ertain sections of
Big City loock as though they had been
devastated by riots or wars. Houses
are boarded up, stripped,vandalized
and blackened by fize., Hent controls
made it impossible for the owners to
operate them profitably so they sim-
ply walked away from them. Instead
of removing the controls, Hew York
City is extending them into classes
of housing previously left iree,which
neans the decay will simply  accelsrs
Aata,

Ignoring such Ffacts, communities in
New Jersey,Califcrnia, Flerida and
Massachusetts are toying with the
idea of such controls. Though the
politicoes kuow better, to defend
the poor tenant from the landlord is
such sound political wisdom that they
are going ahead anyway. Unless
prices drop, the only thing to  stop
this trend will be fox the people 1o
declare firmly they want no such'pro-
tection’, Unfortunately, the odds do
not  favor such action, for people
never seem fo learn.

Rent controls arve not the only in-
terferences looming on the horizon.
Price and wage controls may be cleosex
than we would care to believe possible.
A mesasure of what would be in stoxe
for us if this happens is what hap-
paped duxing WWIL.

In 1844, the office of Price sAde
ministration had 63,000 people on its
payrell adaministering prices with an-
other 325,000 ssrving as part-tine
policers. This vast bureauvcracy cre-
ated mountains of paper which ruined
vusiness after business., For example
Lt could not determine the wages of
skilled basters. When It finally did
it could not decide what the wages
for armbole stichers would be, and
on and on and on. The result was
that millions of yards of cloth wsre
frozen all over the country while the

people had to do withoul new clothes.
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