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WHY JAPAN THVADES CHIHA

UTt is cammenly supposed that the Japernese Bmpire is in
need of more territory to accommodate 1bs large pepulation =
therefore found it necessary to invade the mainland of Asia
a view to soguiring berribories from China. Excessive populs
is the most feeble of all excuses for war. In the Ffirst pla
China itself has a large population and should therefore be
of the last couwntries fe be invaded on this pretext A pscu
fact revealed by Japanese stabistiocs is that the Japsnsse mi.
gperetbiong on the Asiatic mainland have besn actlve only sin
1931, and since 1931 the birthrate in the Empire has been st
falling. Japan is not cver-populated. . The Japanese Empire |
area of more then 260,000 sguare miles, and the tobtal popula
is some 98 milliicon persons., giving a density of about 370 pe
t¢6 the square mile., Fngland has o density of about 740, whi
Belgium has a density of about 670, and in practically all
countries to-dey there is sctually mipration from the less di
peoplad areas to the cities, and Japansse statistics also re
this peculiarity.

In any falr.zized couniry, density of peopulation never
economic distresss poverty and unemployment are the result, ¢
entirely, of an iniquitous system of land "ownership". In tl
Japanese Empire one-half of the arable lard is “cwmed" by on
per cent of the population. . . In 1868 all the land belong
the Empsror as the head of the matien. . . From 1872 onward
Japanese Government gold ths land of the mation to private ki
owners, and as early as 1874 "Regulations for the relief of
voor” had to be put into effect, while in 1885 emipretion be
and has continued on an ever-increasing scale. . . During th
the national revenue was mainly derived from the land, there
no need for emigration and no desire for war. A steady deer
in the land revenue has developed side by side with s growin




spirit end & continucus falliin the standard of living
working classes. . . Their mabtural rights %o thelir own
been taken Ffrom tnem by the landowners with the conniv
Gevermment, the Japanese pesdants ars now being teld {
Italians ebout Abyssinia) that it is necessary for the
awey the lend ripghts of thé Ghinese peasants.”

' {From an article by H. F. Levett. Figurss and qu
are mainly taken from “The Japan Year Book, 1936, ™ put
the Foreign.ﬁffairs Association, Tokyo.) :

VA 0ES FOR SALE : T

E Wenchester newspaper announces the sale of grou
Stretford amounting to £2,819 per apnum. The securlt!

“about 700 modern propertles énd the sites extend to a
of fifty-nine acres.

This could as ﬁruthfully be described as a sale <
Groumd-rents are land-values and are entirvely due to i
and industry of population. - The people of Stretford «
.year, and therefore earn each year, the rental value ¢
* of Stretford - and the cwners of Stretford take it in

Y yents., This legal right to appropriate other peoplet:
in this part of Stretford isichanging hends, but it wl
to be as immoral and anti-sogial when acguired by the
as when it was in the possession of the vendors.
Sales of wages such as the abore excite no more ¢
did the sele of men before the abolition of slavery.
slevery waes abolished through the awakening of the pul
se¢ience, snd when the iniquity of private property in
" sarnings is recognised,’ thls ‘evil custom also will be

- - o

" THE BCGEY OF "IHTEREST” :
R " In a pamphlet entitled “Interest: the modern mon:
~ fred Welloek, M.P. supports his conbtention that imber
end injurious by extensive quotations from the writin
prophets and others who knew as little about econonic:
" ern politicisns. He says that interest receivers (caj
exact tribute from the labour of cthérss that they ar
determine whether men shall work or be idle; that ind
expand because people are robbed in paying interest, !
 therefore lie unsold in warehcuses and shops. An exer
the Pacts shows these asgertionms to be baseless
Economic ¥acts - g
There are three factors'of nroductlon. land, lab
ital. And the produect (wealth) is divided into three
wapes and interest. Capital is that part of wealth w




in preducing more wealth, such as buildings, machinery, comm
ties in warehouses and shops, and goid and silver coins. Ia
‘not being produced by labour, is not wealth and coumnot thers
bs capital. Interest is a return (or reward) for the use of
ital, and when paid by & borrowsr te a lender of capital it
payment for service rendered and not "tribube exacted from t
labour of others." This can be seen in the case of house pr
=~ ¢ne of the commonest forms cf eapital. A house owner may
interest by living in his own house and thus avoiding the pa
of house rent to someone else. Or he may let his house to a
ant and receive interest in the form of rent. 1In paylng ren
a house a temant pays for a service.as truly as does the man
hires & hall for & concert or engages a Taxi bo carry him ac
town. And the capitalist - owner of house, hall or faxi - r
es in interest payment for a service.

Commodities also are capital, from the moment when the
materials are grown or dug oubt of ths s0il umtil the finlshe
articles reach the consumers. For their services in product
and distribution, and in storing commodities in places where
public can conmveniently ebtain them, the cwners of capital 1
payment in the interest inecluded in the prices paid for then
all these people - manufacturers, traders, shareholders - arx
entitied to such payment, whether called inberest or divider
The helpless masses

Capital dees not limit 1ndus%ry, thouwh it may lnﬁlt it
form. And employers cannot control the amount of employment
determine the rate of wages. - Employment depends upon acces:
land, and employers must pay the market rate of wages which
determined by the economic rent level. In conditions of une
ment due toc land-withhelding, compebition for jobs depresses
wages and keeps them low. The possession of capital does nc
-confer upon its owners any power to expleoit labour, but the

~lessness of the masses divorced from the soil makes thelr ez
- ation possible, Private property in land makes the masses |
--less by depriving them of opportunltles for self-employment.
Exaction of tribute - .
When paid to Tandowners as groundnren%s royaltmes, &,
~-goonomic rent is not a reward for service, but tribute exact
from the labour of others. It is a deduction from the earni
“of the useful members of soeiety, and the loss of purchasing
power resulting from. its payment, and zlsc from the prevent]
employment threugh land-xnthholdlnh, anoounts for GOI“}mDthlE
+lying unseld in-warchouses snd shops.
5 . Mr Wellock has mistalen the Capitalist for the Legd~101
vand-Intsrest for Beonomic Rent But such errors can he avol




by & cargful reading of FROGRESS & POVERTY. In this Lo
Gecrge shows how the land-lord ean be remcved by means
Texation of Land Values and the Untaxing of Industry.

is dome, the whole product of labour will be enjeysd by
whom 1t rightly belongs,

SOME ORJBEOTIONS ANSWERED 19}

va..lu‘s_x\.f N AL Ay B EWLL R WA

A common objection to the Taxation of Land Values
such texes wculd be passed cn by the leand-lords to thel
or purchasers. Thersefores, it is said, the land-~lordts
powsr would not be affected - the public would pay, as

A Tax on land Veluves would be levied on all the la
portion te its selling value (based on rental vaiue ) an
the land weas used or nob., Taxss on commodities make th
but taxes on land-values make land chesper. A tex on t
example, checks the flow of ted intc the market until a
price (sufficient to cover the tax) can be obtained. &
or. land-values forces more land into the market by maki
holding and the misuse of land umprofitable.

The rental value of land is determinsd by the dema
. use in relation te the available supply. This is trus
- these land-values are enjoyed by the Land-lords or shar
them and the community by means of tazation., A& Tax on
does not increase the demand fur the use of land, and &
the value of land (created by demand) is not increased
tax. Its effect is to transfer a part of the land-valu
Land-lords to the Public Authority, and tc the extent ©
done, the Land~lords?! share is'reduced,

To pass cn 2 Tax on Land @alues, Land-lords would
increanse the rent or selling price of land., Bub as the
the markel supply of land to be inereased and sets up ¢
betwesen landowners for tenants, 1t is certain that not
the land-lords pay the tax, buf alse that land will be
through its operaticn. Where land-values are taxed in
Domiviions, merc land has become eveilable at lower pric

THOUGET FCOR 1938
Workers for ecoromic justice should not grow weary
discouraged, even when their efforts seem unavailing.
prepering the growmd for a greet harvest which will be
reeped  through their labours.
"Zrowing this, that never yet Share of truth wes va
In the werldts wide followg
After hends shall sow the seed, After hands from hi
Reap the harvests yellow," {(Whit




