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I THE ROLE OF THE POLITIOAL PARTIES

A BEPORT ON THE FREE TRADE MOVEMEN i
well begin with the commercial pwhiw advoc (md bx it3
mator political parties. o assure the vender that | do not
write a3 a political 'p;-z;‘ti%;m poriid e 1o say that T ohave no
connection with any political party whatever,  Before retiving
from Mills Coliege in 1953, 1 was elected 1 the Oakiand Criy
{lstiﬁmn*il.., A Galiforaia law provides -wisely as | see it—that
Al vovernment oificinls shall be chosen i nore-pariisan
4“@(%*;;11\ and 1 have continued o resp beth the letiey and
the spirit of that Jaw,
Free Trade s no fonger an issue on which our major
i are divided.  Formerly the Democratic Party
oared “iavifh for revenue only 7 while the Republicans
advoented protective taritfs. This was true Ior so !zm r @5 the
strength of the Democeatic Party wa ¥ to the
:,é.fi_"i”"ii"lif'?ui”;"l] %mmh and the 3\(;:%3 firs omcenitated
in the industeinl North, Thelr contflicting views on the ssue
of Free T adﬂ van be casily M_p! ained.  The Southern cotion
wwers could not use the 4 device to mg
their cotton because they had a surpius of cotion that they had

to sell abroad at world prices,  The Northero tncdustrials

£

howeser, could  benefi hy cestricting  the importation of

tndustr "1 products, which, in the absence of a tart® would be
imported from Farope.

In recent decades this situation has changed.  The Souwih
has become increasingly  industrialised, and the Southern
industrialists are as eager fo exclude compeiing industrial
producis—textiles for ex Jrl;;}k as-are ther Northern counter-
parts. Asoan offser 1o this growth of ;}xuiutimi EH) (\pmlms t
the Sonth, those Northern indusirialists who are now on an
CUpOTE sasis (avtomobiles, business machines, farm mple
menis, e, are urging a reduction it cur tanft wall. They
Lnow Lhmr can not sefl more abreoad unless foreigners can sell
mare here, Ehi*fq mav not have become Free Trackers from the

5

most adimirable of motives, hut =il 9t 1w a comdort 1o have

them on our »;M!r,

Although Free Trade is no jonger an issuc that divides the
Morth from the Scuth and formally arrays the rwo party
oreamsations asainst each other, it iy a1 ssue on which the
Viernoorats in the Congress—and President Eisenhower —have
'h{* iwf p:ﬂ l{ AN EY t;;?;( o

s o ok hotter record than hay

g

sngiess.  For insiance, the Reciprocsl Trade Agreerent
Act wonld not have been renewed but for the Democrats.
Fowever, it should be recalled that this law was the bram-
child of the kate Secrerary of State, Covdell Hull, a veteran
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s the price of




snocrint, and the support of this law s al
all who wish to curry the Democratic iabel.
E"?U“u: neardy the Rrp'fiblif.':zm and ih

[

. imzu dhecharations
recent years,  Both parties ;)mf{‘xa o favour
1 nzi! msm isi Thi’ Cst ui mndm ey a1 hmm an{i ‘zbim.sdf“'

[ A R h \QUE{E

% rates of dé,li'y Can i lf-{.wi.“ri‘;iiz(?{i I.’x a simplf m“ih: mati-
cal operation, 1o wit, substracting one nimber from ancther,
Thiy formula by, of course, both ndiculons and impossible
of apphicanon. For example, wheat is grown in the United
States by rens of thousands of =1{’!‘}M‘}']{ji':‘.i]'i fnrmers, many of
whom grow ather orops along with their wheat, and possibly
keep sowme farm asimals as well, When o farmer is growing
'E{ni and three or four other market crops, how can he or
anvbody cle-oxcept by applving  most rbi rjlege—
determine his costs ney bmhzf of wheat? I farmers
cannot compute thar costs ;
information which the formula
it can’t and 11 doesn’t
‘;"‘v'"i}z.@t we f'ié) Jm{m* Es‘ iimi ‘E! costy some Larmers three or

Teque \if’d come !qf with o siz%ii.sm:;tl
; . but who would
t throughout

as

monstrostey known as a 7" natonal ax
determane the " average 7 cost of producing
that  un-American  world  our Iaw  ma ; :
fforaige U7 The same nmpossible E}i”f‘i}iﬁ?ms are presented
by all the major produers which enter nvie snternational wade,
such as lamber, coal. metals, rextiles. maost types of machinery
aned all Garny crops,

Foen if the formula coudd be applicd, the resalts would be
ealamitous.  Goods are dmported ondy when some fnr(—.i
pz*f;)&] ©rE hz"n:c‘* fower costs than some dom
and 1 ooy tand? rates did i fact : 1 ety w
would i ,[ wori hitle but tea, cofifee, a tow minerals and iir)pimi
fruits.  Presurmably we would bmport nothing from Europe
but Scoich whisky and French perfume. And to think that
v nm]oa party grganmisations are agreed on a formula which
wonld dogically lead 1o such absord resules !
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the party © plat-
and even fewsr ever

FEAY OF OUR VOTERS KNOW —07 Care
fprms 7 osay abont mternational trads
Lrien ta the petty partioans, office-holders and office-teekers




who dominate the national and o commutiess of our major

partics.  MNor do the members « ngress payv much heed

tey the tﬁiugl'!\‘?{i]*}‘! of the party ﬁ?;:w label they bear.  They
- e N : P,
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ased dutios on imiports

ancl they
h p:f”('xxtzz'ft
Cparty o

éln.is {?.v%%‘sz}:‘}f‘!f,., includin

’i“hc" most influental advocazes of trade ions
thaose fiv and their JHEE*](V%»‘.‘E" wh
§*;, [Ji{.’%("i fed i some measure from oy g wm}}{‘
mstance, domestic producers ni‘ light-«
ing the fact that nearly #097 of such bicveles m!d ?; o8
were dmported, were recently gramted an imcrease i tariil
rates fromy 7420 to 1149 ad palorem, It would be naive to

i
expect that they will ever renoune i thiy now
‘z‘;if;‘y‘ Free Fraders should face ) domestic producers who

Benelti From restrictions on imporss will abways be on the othey

side of the barricas

The coployees of the protecied wdustvial Drms are i oa
t position from that of their employers. Most of our
cinrers have traditonaily supported the Repubhican
protectiomst docirine, but the unionised industrial
Kim‘i cen commit them, are now in
rather freer—irade was for
ratic policy. l‘%‘ié'}rcf‘;i-’{"tx the
éi??li(}‘!!% the ATF. of L. and
the (L1 have endeovsed thc s\'w;}iiizuas? v of i,hf* Ir;ﬁu.iz:
Agreement Act which has enabled recent Preside to lower
somewhat the high farifl raies fxed by the Smoot-Hawley
Aot of 1930,

The trade umomsts in cur tanifprotected  industries
would find v awlkward ro side with thew protectionizy, Repub-
Lican bosses were 1t not for the fact that our federations of
unions are a3 loosely organised as are our political parves.
Each wnion within the AF. L. or the (LLO. has almost com-
plete avtonomy, and locks aler 1is own interests, ne matter

what the federation Teaders reay say

nan
Barty and §
keys, so far as their le:

the
long - ]
leaders i the two big fo
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BMoreover, most of them :-wmc_:i;.eiéf Free wle with pro-
rs oand other ' egg heads 7, and our craft unions have
recovered fromn the anteniclicctual tendency fosiered
g who federated and dominated them for

—

UFIOGNS 4% at stutionars
of anv sort. They pride themselves on ;
unionism 7 and their chief concers is o get more and more iur
their members, B higher vl rates on apy product will
enable o particular anion i get some of that = more 7t will




pot forgo the higher rate out of defercnce o any ¥ree Trade

“iheories T
'5'}1&. rracde undonist worker and hus
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demands thist ?1%
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4 THE IDEOLOGICAL FRONT

5N THE TDEOLOGGICAL FRONT, where principles rather than
inferests confront cach other, Free Trade is making slow b
steady pro 5. In orecent \,m is leading industrialists such as
Ford {autos) a jf} g{dz;éu!l ( stee hm!" iL;m‘ mach 1o persuade
hui‘ii}](‘}? s woridd make
for greater mmg*ﬁi . E!Eﬁlli“!fl'[ié’f publications, inciuding
Fork Times and the Luce Publicaiions
wrtune), although may not pu dess the
are nevertheless umummilv gaposing protec-

fienns izﬂ!:zm{*

It is, however, in our schools and colleges that progress
is being made, which, sooner or later, th{}uid rarn the wde.
With few exceptions, teachers at all levels who have any
opinions at all on commercial policies, are Free Traders rather
than protectionists.  Some of them mmay bave only a limuied
understanding of the issues involved, bui even those with little
or no fraining in cconomics are aware thai Yree ‘Lrade
endorsed by those whose opimons they respect, and for them
that is ammag_;h.,

it is probable that in Europe, wo, nearly all professors
are Free Traders, but they veach a e B sroaller percentage of
the pwpulmmn than o tm‘ professors on this side of ihe
Attantic.  In 1900 only 4%, of our college-age population was
in college, while now fht" percentage is about 347 and iz sill
sing,  The fantastic increase in college attendance heve
st only in numbers, but ax a percentage of the total popu-
lation -is 2 vevolutionary  development of which  many
Kuropeans are still unaware.  As for s nmpact on the Free
Trade controversy, one can say that it s a rare student who
legves an Amevican eollege without either Jearning for himseil
that Fiee Trade is a desitable goal, or learning that qualified
people think it s, In the lm‘;s: ran higher nh:mlmu mll
bury protectionism—and aty pi.,i.m{*zii party that supporis |
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i, Cakiond 19, {altfornia.
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