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THE « BEOONOMIST » APPEAL

T Fhe foditer of The Eeonowmsi.

S Fhe projeet for a Buropean Common Market and
associated Froe Trade Zone has already stimulated or sirength-
ened public foterest i the Free Trade question, Al this
tarning point i intecnational affaies iCwowld beoatragedy i,
S Tack of money and after 2 famons lstory of 34 years, The
free Trade Union, o non-patly organisailen, were compelled
e close down o even to carial its activities,  That stark
precdicament will condrant us carly in 1954 auless we succeed
i raising new sources of revenne. O needs are cxtremely
modest, sinee (0 ciiry on, ol o present basis, we neerd an
additionad income of approxonately £ 2500 per oyear {ur
present actividies, propagatidist and educational, include the
aasintenance of a small oftice pursning a large correspondenee at
home and abroad, o voluntary speakers’ pancl available for
public meetings of all kinds, and the bi-monthly ;)ni:fi_i(:nii:.m‘ of
T Free Traper, a highly vespected jouwrnal wah anoio-
fuential cirenlation, whose features are often reproduced at
hosne ad overseas.  We address this appeal to the readers of
The Feonomist {leading spokesman, as 1t has been, over SO
1843 of fiscal liberty and the free economy) in the confident
aspiration that they may he willing to help us.— Yours fadthfully,

A

mreEw MoFapvean
Tenay

Free Trade Upion and Cobden Club,

116 FVictoria Street, London, S.W. 1

GETTING READY FOR SELLING IN THE
FREE TRADE AREA
gy a Frer Traver Speoisn CORRESPONDENT

¢ iz much more going on about the
stern Burope than the newspapers

LIKE CHE cEspre, thor
Ciommon Market for Op : :
have reported, Theve is nothing siister abouat this, Lt s
just that the aflairs of those whe work out the ground plans
for trading activity never do-—or hardly  ever—get 1nto
popular print. . ‘ o
For example, the number of people outside the prolession
who have heard of the tneorporaied Sales Managers’ Asso-
ciation is very small —despite its very considerable Importance
16 the commercial life of the country, So whal was said at
Leeds remains still to be published beyond the trade press.
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When the Leods beandly of
bad aleng My A b fackson, FHENE

fad., whoe U spelled out” ciipbled just what the
j

Tpee Trade Area is somg 1o mean io sales mansgors,

.
vecently e

sowzilis

CWe, in this country,” he said, 2 owill have oowar on
cur hands o war of delivery and dosign, craltsmanstup and
sadesmanship 70 And. he added, the penaliies of losine and
the rewards of winnieg would be greaier than any waor {onhi
by this countey belore.

oRales managers will have o speak three laonguages,
and voicr typists will have 1o work e pounds, marks, francs,
Lire and goeilders. The meirde systewm will be obligatory 7
. .. but he was not n the Teast dismaved by il all, “As o
salesman I am glad rhat 1 was born of this age: glad 10 live

16 see the time when sales management takes the lead 7

Bul not all are caught up in such enthusiasm,

Thas those whe have been sheltered from the activifies
of sales wanagers overseas {(by tariffs, quoias, currency
vigmaroles and all the tedious ramshackle rest of i) and will
now (when the FTA arrives) have to gel out and ring doov
bells for their trade, are far from content. Some are very
worried indeed and they include those decp in the paper
trade (a rade whose activities price-wise have lalely prompiod
demands that the Monopolies Commission take a long look
Ay,

L deed thao weless our participation in the proposed
Free Trade scheme is accompanied by proper saleguards, the
British papor trade may again find tsellin a didficuls position 7,
Such was the cautious note sounded alter Sir Arthur O Resd,
Chairman of Reed and Smivh Led, had recalled how  paper
had heen at 7 vidiculowsly low prices ™ after the 190418
war as a result of the " dumping 7 of foreign paper.

Yet one cannoi help feeling, even as one reads through
the speeches of monopolistic and tanil-loving alarm and
despondency, that there s a widespread majority feeling that,
for better or worse, "'y coming 7.

And the market planners have takon steps accordingly,

At this stage 11 might be worth peinting out—siner these
operations take place away from the beam of publicity—
that market research organisations, {for the most part, supply
information about trading conditions and future prospects
10 advertising agencies. These then use the data to 1mpress
their clients {(manulacturers, supplicrs of a service, ete). It




Fedlonws, srelore, ot Breanse

soevmnusston basis (which : i
the overall size of the campaign they have 10 o
Bigger the market they can play o the Detter they

il 1
That s why, gencrally speaking, sdvertsing agenoes are
operating umits prodisposed 1o tovour Pree Trade policies.
That is why, also, numbers of agencies have seen the green
light «f the Free Trade Arcn winking e the distance and have
concluded  vo-operatbve agrecments with agencies on the
Contiment so that their pooled resources can more effectively
ool io work across the now and freer chessboard of trade.
One of the " pooled ” uniis is PLAN International.

This organisation {originating in Britain) opensd an
office n Pans garly this vear, and has more rec mtla extended
itsel mio B{‘Eomm with the completion of an arrangement

with Publi "n,mluw —ome of Belgium’s leading agencies.

“We are on the eve of @ new era in Europe 7, stated P-5
chief M. van Gehuchten, * in which agency co- i}pi”['é\li{)ll I9%s)
the international level wil plwf an important part 7. He went
on to teli those assembled in Brussels to celebrate the PLAN
tie-up {they incloded, significantly, t,hr British and French
commercial  attachés in Bciglum as well as iop-ranking
representatives of the Belgian Minisiries ni Economic Affairs
and Toreign Trade, along with leading industrialists from
the B(.ii(‘lil?\ countries? of th(‘ great p(}‘a‘i}blilll{’ that will be
opened up w ith the coming of the European Common Market,

The pext move by PLAM will take place when a link
v concluded with one of the tep sx Dutch agencies. The
ageney involved will be Nyvgh and wvan ﬂ;tm{n‘ and, at the
time ol writing, only the Tormalities remain to be carried
through. !n;id{*md]l . PLAN already has an  operating
agreement with the Dowd Agency of New York so that it
ot only spans the Channel but the Atlantic as well. And so
far the network has only just begun to be spun. The mesh
will assuredly get E‘L‘fi}nl@ic For example, 1t is a reasonable
forecast that V\}ihlﬂ fh( next two months Scandinavia will
form a part of

The ;.}if‘luri* in that northern arex of Burope s cloudy
at the moment by virtue of the feeling among some that u
would be hest te form a Scandinavian Free Trade Umon
Grst and later merge it the wider European picture. In
Norway, for example, that feeling is particularly sirong in
the Labour Part ty, and the Mumtcr of CGommerce, Mr. Arne
Skang, has gone on record with the observation that his own

Continned on page
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THORE ARE SO MANY INDIVIOUAL (NTEREsTs in the pilehard
mdustry that the major prebiem of what is best for the country
amd the consumers ts overlooked, For ingtance —the canners.
Naturally they would Hke to sec overy other  fish-canuing
product escluded from sale in this country with the exception
of their own product. They hate the idea of imporied canned
pichards because it lessens, 30 they sav, their own marginal
sales. They also resent the faci thai lm'ijni‘it,’d pichards
arg cheaper than thewr own.  As ever, the somal clement
comes mnto i,

The fshenoen, what do they say? They do not trouble
il South Afvican and Japanese pilchards are imporied so long
as they can go to sea. which, incidentally, is only a dhort
distance from harbour, and l}rim; back loads of pilchards at
35, 6d.* perstone, plusid submidy. They generally have no need
to bother whether or not the pilehards ave sold. But they have
been restricted lately in their catches, which is why now —
mnore than any mhvr tirne-th are shouting loudly and
worrying their M.P.s about 1,

Why have they been vestricied ? There 15 a certain time
of the vear when pl.!(..hd reds become " exhausted 7, which is
known o the trade as “spent 7. They are down in health,
and, patueally, not ag good as Ehm are during other periods
of the vear.  Canners and fish merchants w ho handie them
realize that to put spent fish on the market in unupammn
with nice selected {oreign pilchards s not good for trade,
tor they are not so luscious ner so fleshy, For exarmple, when
aohen g mondiing she 1 onot so good as whero she isoin her
ardimnary staie of heatih, and when she appears on the dinner-
table, s definirely nat so quty. The same applics 6 oa
spent pilchard, Canners, thevefore, in Cornwaldl at any
rate, deaded thus vear W siop vatches lor o fow weeks o dde
over the speat pernnd. This would enable thew o can pilchards
at their bestotly, fleshy and fasty, We have now passed
through the spent stage and the pilchacds are now much
better,  Fishermen dishke w7 closed period 7 hecause they
would have o go in for long-lning, which s harder worek,
although the returns arve good—-even better, generally,

All this is why we have heard so much shouting about
pilehards during the past few weeks. Tt must be stated o
fairness 1o the South Afvican pilchards that they are a very,
very keen competitive line, They are mostly done in ol
selected, and tasty. The English housewife and her family
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oy oare A owork of art. Likewise Oormsh canners

Bke iliom. The
arve ablive 1o this point and wani to put the best product on
the mavket to beat the forsign product il possible.

Then again, the price faclor is very important. s
Cornwall for instance, women ave paid s, 6d. per hour {or
canping.  As against this, the fishermen have been paid
3. 6d.% per stone of Tbs, Men are pad 4s. 6d. per hour
overtime.  Ting are dearer oday than ever before.  So
you sec the first cost is tmportant when the rade is fighung
a product from abroad. The fishermen have done splendidty
in the past. For 100 stone of pilchards they would get
£20 165, 8d., and lor 1,000 stone 208 6s. 8d., or pro rata—
this, mark you, irrespective of quality,

{ do not appreciate the point that foreign pilchards are
“ flooding the marker 7', as some say. The figures given by
the Government show that imports are {ar from *° Hooding ™
the market in this country. Take, {or instance, the recemt
announcement that 30 000 cases of pilchards were tmported.
1 this had been 30,000,000 cases it might be a point to work
on, but a paliry 30,000 is neither here nor there. It is too
small to be competitive. Bul mountaiss are being made oui
of it The 30,000 cases would work out 1o be one small tin
of pitchards for shops o London, Birmingham, Manchesier
and one or two other towns as welll And that s far from
flooding !

There is greal scope for Cornish pilchards.  Even in
Cornish and other West Country towas there are many shops
that do not stock Cornish pilchards, This is due (o no imiensive
distribution, 5o what ?

Finally, the Cormsh piichard is bandled by two trade
seciions—the canners and the curers, Vhe first put them ap
in ting for retail in shops and the others—-the curers - pack
them in easks--561bs, in o cask - for export o Ttaly.

The trade in Italy is very poor at the moment of writing,

and has been so (or weeks,  There are sull couniless casks of

pilchards in store in that country unsold, duc to poor demand,
which i turn aneans that the balian s becoming more
© choosey ™ in what he eats. He is cating more meat and
more of every other kind of food. Consequently the demand
for the pilchard s not what 1t used 10 e, Then, of course,
it leaves the canners with the tot (o hapndle, which s more
than can be dealt with, hence the present position of orying
for more markets, stopping the foreigner and what not,
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GOVERNMENT BULK-BUYING )

By O ConDeEnicus

SrANLEY BaLbwiy onoe reconcilod the ivrecomeilable when ke
said, * The diversity of testimony that we have had m this
debate only emphasises onee more the manyv-sidedness of
truth 77, Hew the Socialists will perfems such a {eat, namely
reconciling iheir support for a Free Trade Area in Burope
with other aspects of their policy, such as the control of the
balance of payments by weans of a 7 planned 7 import
programme invelving quantitative restrictions, licensing and
bulk-buying, remaing (o be scen. When last in oflice, their
policies of minor cxpedients bred major crises, and in view
of their apparent continued support for such policies, ong
suspects that like the Bourbon King Charles X, % they have
learnt nothing and Torgorten nothing

The purpose of this article is briefly to ve-examine the
question of Government bulk-buying theorctically and empiri-
cally. There is nothing original or indeed controversial about
bulk-buving., Private enterprise has long been aware of the
cconomies which may result from bulk-purchase. The point
at dgsue does ot rolate 1o the size ol the purchases, bar (o
the fact that it lavolves the State in the rele of merchant

Praring the war everyibing was subjugated 1o the over-
riding objective of the defear of dhe enemy, Ordinary traders
naturally ost the free pse of transport and foreign exchange,
Demand  was controlled by ithe Governmeni, who were
frequendy  the sole buvers of the products of many firms,
aned price was a sccondary consideration. Bui m poace e,
Granciel consideratons must weigh heavily with o country
whose coonemy, such ax that of the Lk, is badanced oo
a knife-cdge

The arguments advanced by dhe Sovialists s fuvoar of
Government  bulk-purchase are divisible oo iwo classes,
First, there are those derived from Socialist texi-hook theory,
and here the emphasis has shafted with the end of vationang,
and there are the 7 practical 7 considerations.

Socialist Minister of Food, My John Strachey, argued
that bulk-purchase was o cardinal principle of the Government's
food policy. He advanced the following reasons:

1.1 oswould be exceedingly difficull o mantain the
whale rationing system . . . i at one peint in their
procurement {foodstuffs) did not come into Govern-
ment ownership,
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20007 While coriain curronoles are s
c Lot would be almost impossible 1o allow
mz;:w; tation of foodstafls into this countiy to he
carried out m the pre-war way under private trade™,

3.7 It would be particularly difficult to pl.u cur part in
... systems of Iniern rational allocation
17 Towoudd be still more dificalt to maintain the policy

of price stabilisation by which prices of s
foodstufls, at any rate, are brought uuhm the reach
of all the housewives of this country

The Soctalists are particularly dangerous becanse they
have become adept in the art of confusion.  Each of the points
then contained a seeming clement of truth, but, m fact, when
subject to serutiny, they were found io be ;wihmﬁ bt plami bie
{i?b@tmg verbal lmwrd{ main, For example, il the Government
is responsible for maintalning a rationing system, 1 may be
necessary 10 own stocks, bui from this it d]d not follow that
it must be the Government's responsibility to scour the world
markets to purchase these goods.

With the (‘li‘il‘tppi’dhillit’ of ratoning the theorist’s case
in {avour of Government bulk-buving has bu n weakened, but,
currently, new premises are b{m;_; “advanced.  Witness the
Labour Party’s statement on colonial policy; amongst its
main features is the pmpmal o re-introduce long-term butk-
buying. State trading, it is claimed, will guarantee a marked
for 1hc producer, will agsure supplies for the consumer, will
oblain those supplics on at least as favoarable terms as is
possible in a free market, and will keep prices more stable.
Finally, with one eve cocked on the clectors, dark hints are
deopped abouwt the  antisocial machinations of speculators
on the futures * market and those wnutierable middle-men.
This latter point may be answered succinetly with a gquotation

from a speech by Mr. Herhert Mosrison in the House of

(mmmom in u debate on the Liver pool Gotton Market, He

said, ** Speculavon is inevitable and [ am pot making it n
moral crime . . . there musl be speculation and elements of
ancertainty in the matter .. . We are buving ahead and

*chancing our arm

The mere staternent by the Socialisis of such propositions
proves nothing; neither, indeed, can they be filspmwd by the
mere invocation of orthadox economic {him\, It iy necessary
ter examine factual expenence.

What, for instance, are the effects of bulk-purchases on
price? In the immediate post-war years many  long-term
contracts enabled the UKD obtaim food move cheaply,

g
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The Foomemie Suwrvey of Forope o 19 hsted aghit come
modities Bopusicd mio the Uk Aroin Denmark, A
Australin, New Zealand, Ganada and the 305 A0 It shewed
that i the greader pard of its goods purchases trom ihese

SRR

covntries, the UK. had been able 1o hold the post-war price

increases 1o relatively all dimensions compared with the
geperal rise in world prices.”  This has not always been the
case, however, even %’;uugh there was o general scarcity of
foodstufls and raw materials  during these vears and resul tani
rmna{ prices.  In June [, for {‘mmpir* the Crovernment
offered 1o buy surplus ?\Iahaum ruhber ;}mdu(nrm at s, Yl
per b, fucrcased _pm(iuﬂmn resulted i bower prices and ihe
Government was left with a substantial quantity of rubber on
s hands on a {alling marckei. Simdllarly, the Raw Colton
Clommission lost some 40 mitlion in the post-Korean boans.

Considerable bungling has arisen on occasions when the
ventlemen in Whitehall deafled contracts. Tn 1946 o contract
was signed with Covlon whereby the UKL was to purchase
copra for a fve-vear pertod at 74 105, Od.a ton. When world
prices 1(!‘4113“1:1“;\, rose, the Cevlon Government i!l'lpi’)‘%(’d a
50 per cent export tax, di!d this r{‘m;qimd the case even when
workd prices for copra declined, Yet commercial prudence
would nermally have dictated that a clause be placed n the
contract 1o the elfect that the export duty is for the sellers’
and not the buyvers” account,

Government bulk-buving is like a single-whedod bicyele
with but eme point of sepport; if 1 Gails mistakes are magnified
and there 15 a danger of collapse with resultant losses borne
by the taxpaver, or by private industry, or by the housewife.

To be contimurd.

GETTING READY FOR SELLING TN THE FREE TRADE AREA..
Coatinned from poge 4

personal opinion was that a gradual development of a Buropean
{ree market via 2 Scandinavian (ree markel would be advanta-
geous o Norwegtan industry.

All the same, the general opinion in Norway seems to
be that the countsy cannot stay outside any Buropean free
market which includes the United Kingdom. And the pure
essence of that attitude seemed to be present in the speech
made not long ago by Mr. Haakon Christophersen, president
of the Norwegian Chamber of Commerce in London. © This
new Free Trade movement of the twentieth century 7, he
said, “ was a great challenge, and I am sure both countries
will seize the opportanities it will present and that they will
not fail to rise Lo the occasion with vigour and rescurcelulness 7,
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OUR FREE ECONOMY: REALITY OR CLICHE?
v Grenn B Hoover

i adedress o the Bcanis Chide of Oakland, Calijornia, May 6ik,
pipg. by Dio Cdenn B Topees, Professor of Economucs Emeritios
of Milis College, and menber of the Ouabland Cify Conneil.

i avrios of the Ganous chapter on 7 Sogkes o Dreland 7
began iU with this seotence: ™ There are se snakes in freband ™
And there the chapter ended. As o oman of good sense, when
he Td exhoustied bis 1_u]';it'_,_ he stapped. B {ollerwed his
pannple, bowould el yvou thar e o over-taxed,, over-
regulated, over-governed workd there e e Eres coonaes
and o would then st down o our matoal satisfaction, B
aerw hat Biate shivts have gone ot of Tashion, servics club
sucmbers seem 1o thiok it pradent 1o do penance by politely
listening 1o luncheon speakers. And so, to oswre tree coonomy,
whicly, strictly speaking, s as unreal as o uncorn,

Yoo many people stll believe that our cconomme system
was designed by Enghish colonists who setded here 1o enjoy
the freedoms which were dented them in Eawrope. With all
due vespeet for owr Tounding Fathers, that notion is quite
wrong. Most of our present wdeas concerning freedom were
developed on this continent. For instance, the Puritans came
here, as some wit observed, ©* T'o worship God as they pleased
—and make evervhody else do the same™ 1o their theocratic
government, Quakers, ** Papists 7 and other dissenters wore
excluded, or treated as second class citizens. The Puritans
had their considerable virtues, but religious tolerance was not
one of them.

As to econanic freedom vou may recall that in both
Massachusetts and Virginia, the Fathers fivst established a
communistic system., Food was collectively grown and stored
in a conmmon warehouse irom which it was distributed according
to need rather than work performed.  ** From each according
to his ability and {0 cach according to his need 7 s the siogan
which best deseribes o purely communistic system, and it was
such. a svstem that the Founding Fathers introduced here
some two centuries betore Karl Marx was born, They did so
--------- if I may needle my ultra-conservative friends a bit—because
in a normal Tamily group, goods are produced and disiri-
buted in the communistic fashion, and they tried fist to
operate ag one big family. )

Equipped with our hindsight it Is casy 1o see why thew
system failed. But the Fathers, though they made mistakes,
were not stupid, and they soon corrected their errors. They

GUR FREDL BOONOMY i

und that ther sysiem peovided them with o ranon of ooy
a quarier of pound of bread o day per person; the peaple
complamned that they wers (06 weak G tend the crops e (hiey
showld s that althougly they were deeply religions, they had
begun io steal from each other. The Colonists seemed doomed
i CXTC TG,

How the Plymouth setlers abandoned their cormmunistic
system and established wdividoal ivative has been told by
Covernor Bradlord, o language overy American should read.
He vecords that the colomsts " began to think how (hey
might raise as muoch corn ag they could | . that they might
net siill thus langush o nasery.”

And so, in 1623, " after much debate of things 7 iU wasg
decided that " thev should set {plant) corn, every man for
his cwi parteandar, and i that regard Geust o themselves o L
and so assigned 1o every family a parcel of land.”” .0 0 " Thig
had very good success: for it made all hands very industrious.”

AL harvest Gmwe, Cinstead of famine, now God gave
thew plenty o . . and the effect of their partticular (private)
planiing was well seen, for all had, oue way or ancther, pretty
well 1o bring the vear aboul, and some of the abler sort and
more industrious had to spare, so as any general want or
famine hath not been amongst them to this day.”

Ie can hardly Dbe said ol the pious Fathers that they
practised what is now called 7 Godless Communism 7. Bt
they ceriainly practised Communism, nearly perished of it
and learned o lesson whach, apparently, cach generation must
learn for itsell; as we scem incapable of learnming from the
experience of others.

ComprLeTe FrEppoM NEVER ACHIEVED

But f pur Founding Fathers soon rejected communism,
neither they nor their descendantsever achieved complete econ-
ommite freedom, In all the colonies there were hali-free workers
known as ©findentured servants 7T, and untl the war between
the states, most of ocur MNegroes were slaves. Three conturies
prior to the New Deal, there were governmental conirols of
apprentices, prices and wages.  As for sins of omussion, no
government, Colonial, State or Pederal, has ever provided a
reasonably stable monetary unit, without which a free cconomy
suffers from alternate periods of milatten and deflation.

in this % land of the free ', we have never been aliowed
io buy freely 1n forcign markets. AH governments seem to
restrict forcign trade as naturally as a dock takes o water,
There is some quirk in our munds which makes us believe
such restrictions aflect foroign sellers onbv. We forger that
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protective tantis sre designed to cuable our priviteged domestie
producers W exact (om us Righer prices than would otherwise
Le possible, and that they do it only too welll Whatever clse
we may be, we are all consumers, and the freedom o buy
at the lowest possible price 15, perhaps, the most imporiant
of all the econemic freedoms. To win this lreedom we must
recoguise that international irade  as much 1n the public
interest as 15 domestic trade.

In our own couniry, certain cxtrenmsts of  the right
insist that because of the high rates of cur income tax, social
security program, or a few Federal adventures in the building
ol melti-purpose dams, we are crossing the divide between
Freedom and Socialism,  These alarmists, o my wmind, arc
meeting with the public mdiflerence mhu k they deserve. !hv}'
are \lmpl\, giving to the word CSocialism 74 new and
difierent meaning, and this for the purpose of appealing to
cur andi-socialist prejudices which they know are deeply
imerained. Those who insist that we are alveady well on the
way to becoming o secialist commonwealth shonld be sent
Lack to their dictionaries. They e hebiogd on theis home
wirk. '

o our cabiser meods 10 becomes evident that what we

Bave and will conttnge o haove, Bs oomized ooy, T many
of Gur communities we have long kad what ihe Brtish Radicals
contemplucusly called wis ;u'{l willey \'caa'i;_zlés:m.“ We shall
probably have more of 10 The propte of this arca recenth
voded (o create o new government 1o provide Jocal teansport-
ation, and another goverpment say be created o provide rapnd
transit. Not Jong ago the citizens of Gaklond vorted 1o have

their City acquice parking lots (o he opeeated i direet conme

peiition with lots now privately owned. Thig, o pie s o
socialistic votuee, unless words have lost thetr mecaning,
but our business communiy secmed w be for g, and few
citizens were frightencd by w. Why should they be? For
some decades, in this ar s, we have all been duuhuig socinhstic
water, brought 1o us, very efficiendy, by the East Bay Muni-
cipal Utility District. Municipal parking lots are just another
example of the ““down town socialism 7 that our business
leaders demand.

Despite the charge that the Roosevelt-Truman-Eisenbowey
policies of the Federal Government are * socialistic 7, almost
all of our authentic socialism i3 to be found ot the local
government level.  The cconomic policies formulated  in
Washington are much more accurately deseribed by the
French word divigisme, from the French word meaning to

OUR FREE BOONGRY iP5

or osicer. For smm!s e, e owill e

:tl§§

roae an deteriniing

’%‘em mlu ioplave w

crops sl mll bi‘ grown, where they shall be sold an

the price
at which they shall be sold, and this withost owning or

operating o single farme Phe tradiiomal Breedome of our
farmers has succumbed 1o divigisnw, not sociabisny
Poswen v orae Maruer Piacy
Free muarkeis are e core of lree coonomes, and imarkeds
are drec only o ivaders aee forbidden 1o cxercise monapoly
power. The wse of monopoly power by the sellers ob goods
his tong been forbidden by oue States wnd oor Froerad
gosverinent. We frequerddy avguee about the way our anli-
menopoly progran is condueied, but there is geno ral LETCCTeHi
that monnpoly prices for gonds, and move vecontly, seearigies,
are hntolerable and must be prohibited by law.

Do the objections o monopaly prices Tor goads apply
a(['t!'q”\ L6 1M mimix prrces foe the services ol warkers ? O

hix question upmmn is sharpty divided and we are all e m;*ud
o sweep it under the rag, along with the other guestions
that are 5 too hot o bandie.” However, now that several
of cwr lavger wnions have the power 1o shual down entire
indastries i their waee  demands are not met, we ouey hoave
to examine proposals for Hmiling such power,

Thns Tar, much of the wrgument about tradde gmons has
been cloudy or selfsserving, and some of it has been hypo-
critical and intellectually dishonest. For cxample, 1s it logical
for union leaders (o argue 1t s ;mpmx;i}k to Ax @ o up{:l\
price for labor because labor is not a * commodity 77 And
what of our busivess leaders whe profess to i")(“-.h(fvc in
unions 7 bur are enraged whenever they strike, or in oany
other way use the power for which they are organized ? Can
ovr andustrialists believe that #os all right for umions o have
power, provided they seldom or pever use 11?7 How far they
are Trom Lovd Acton, best kuown for his adage: Al power
tends 1o corvupt, and absolute power corrupts absolutely.”
Although he was always o practising Cuatholic, he abhorred
power so much that he would deny i w0 the leaders of bis
church. What he would say about entrusting power (o soing
of our most publicized union leaders must be lelt 0 the
IMAgIRAnon.

Tur Rove or Pressury Groues

Polhivical power may b‘ as great a threat w a free geonomy
as is cconomic power. o 1?!u5t.i&l‘{:y the farmers have litle
cconomic power, because they are too namerous Lo orgainze
effective monopolies and their mterests are often divergemn
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i not condlicung, For example, the cattde and poultey wmen
vant cheap feed for therr hords ang i flocks, and the producers
of such feed want high prices for 6. The so-called ™ Farm
Bloc ™ can never be more than an unstable alliance of smailer
moiopolistic groups. Were 16 not so, the nearly 0%, of our
people who are non-furmers would be victimized even more
thar we are by gar governmend’s agricubural programs.

The farmers of course can, and do, remind us that m
calling in the government (o help them avoid the rigors of a

free market cconomy they are only tollowing the example of

our industiialists, FPhey wsist, quite naturally, ithat bheginning
with the first Congress laws were enacted o protect 7 our
industrialists from their foreign competitors. From that day
to this American consumers have never been permitted 1o
buy freely from loreign supplicrs, and have thus pard higher
prices than they would have paid in the absence of govern-
mental mterference.

The pressure group technigque hasspread vapidly, The pubbe
treasury 1s now fair game for ship builders and shup operators,
air limes, home buvers, pensioners, veterans and that amorphous
but politcally appealing group, the ° lietle bustnessmen ™
Stnte and local governments got into the act by demanding
Federal assisiance in the bullding of local roads, aivpores,
sewage disposal plants, and schools. Recently, the " under
developed 7 countrics have joined the receiving lineg, asking
their " fair share ™ of the inexhaustible sup wply of dollars
which the Washington magicians are 1o conjure up.

Ta ilastrate the profound change that has taken place
in our thinking about the proper role of the Federal Govern-
micent, let me quole President Cleveland’s message o the
Coneress, dated February 16th, 1887 '

1 oreturn without my approval House Bill No, 10260,
entitled “An act 1o enable the Gommissioner of Agriculoure
10 make a special distribution of seeds 1n the dro wiﬁi«lri(‘k“n
counties of Texas, and making ancappropriation o ($10.0083)
therelore.

s vepresended that a long-continued and extensive
drought has exisicd in certaln portions of the State of Texas,
resulting in a failure of crops and consequent disivess and
destitution . . .

“And ver I feel obliged o withold my approval of the
plan, as proposed by the bill, to indulge & benevolent and
charitable sentiment through the appropriation of publbic [unds
tor that purpose.

“F can ind no warrant for such an appropriation
the Constitution, and T do not believe that the power and

FREE BOONOMY %
duty of the General Government ought 10 be extended o the
veliel of ladividual sufforine which is e oo manner properly
velated 1o the public service or benefit,. A prevalent tendeney
1o disrezard the Hmited mission of this power and duty should,
[ think, be sieadfasily resisted. to the end ihat ihe lesson
should be constantly enioreed that though the people support
the Government the Govermmeni should not support the
people
Seme of vou may find President Cleveland’s notions a
bit old-fashioned, but he had a combination of gomption
and courage that is never oo plentiful in political circles. Here
was a Democratic President, standing on principles, refusing
to use tax revenues to buy a few measly seeds for drought
xnicﬁxr n farmers in a Democratic state. That was only seventy
sars ago, a short time in the lite of a nation, but time enough
fur our government's policies to be ‘.ha_n.grd almost bevond
recogiilion.

Ompsracees 10 s Frep Boosomsy

A major explanation of our lailure (0 achieve o com-
pletcly free economy is that too many ol us do not know what
a free cconomy is, nor the steps 1o be taken i we e ever
16 hayve one, For example, our relative prosperity is Loo ofien
cxplained by our 7 anlimited resources 7, cur UAmencoan
Know How 7 or the diigence of our workers.

The notionu that North Americn iy better supplicd wails
satural resoueces per square mife than is Westers Farope s
ane of those persisient myihs which cconomic geographors
fave nol been able o destroy, Bven i North America were
move favored by nuture than the other coniinenis it wodd
be something for which we should Be humbly graaeful vaily
than pretend that it was we who made 1so.

As oo o vonned U Boow Hlow T, the potien that our
production techuigques- are unknown 1o Foropeans s quite
antenable. There 1s no " lron cwrtain 7 which prevents sach
knowledge from Howing feeely acrosy the Addautic,  As or
the diligence of our workers, that may help explain why we
are maore prosperous than some countries, but 1w will not
explain why we are more prosperous than the peoples oH
Northern Furope, the only region with which comparisons
should be made.

The economists whom 1 respect believe that our relative
Prosperity is chicfly due o the fact that our economy operates
witinn the largest free trade area in the world. Goods move
freely from any part of the United States io any other part,
without tariffs, cureency controls or any sort of g(wa‘:x'rlmé::nfzi!
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sierfevence. This enables producnen o be concentraled

where conditions are most tevourable. A dree moarker of

contwental propertions bag brought forth our mass g;:!‘(‘}dii{"lmi‘l
industries in which the division of labor can be carvied favther
than in any other country, and 101 this reason the per capita
pmdml!\,ln of our workers is the rhest in the world,

What cven a Lmited {re ”ham can do for a nation’s
ceomomy has heen clearly demonstrated here and in Canada
forseveral gencrations, and, more recently in Western Germany.
With such examples on boith sides of the Adantde w would
seem that the under-developed and over-secialized countries
could make an casy choice between free coterprise and
collectivisme.  However, the uncommitied pt(:pim will be
confused az long as we am]bmv aur coonomdo achievements
1o our umural resources, our CC know how 7 oor the wnusaal
diligence of eur workers, ingtead of one feee market, lree
enlerprise svstem.

Those who ignore how freedom Bas contriboted o our
prospertty recall the old guip that Columbas, when he sailed
from Spamn, did not knew where he was going: when he got
there he did not know where he was; and when he veturned
did not know where he had been, There were obyvious reasons
for the pnorance of Colombus, bot those who misread our
history im‘ ¢ only themselves 1o blime,

CLONGLUSIONS

1y now accepted  doctrine that the  cold war ™7 s not
1o be the prelude o o hot one, bat s primarily 2 struggle
for men’s minds. In view of the weapons now available 1o
both sides, we st keep the struggle on that tevel i there is
t¢ be much hope ol survival, What are the two ideologies
now competing for world favour? As I osee i, the choice
which humanity 3s making 33 essentially between two economic
systems, one based on zhr freedom of the mdividuai and the
ather based on government ownership and control.

Certain groups, perhaps best vepresented by the Catholic
Church, heliove the strugele 1z essentially o theologcal or
)hll{)wp!m al one, with Chosilanity arrayed agaiost what s
catied  ** Godless Commumsm.”  However, with all duoe
vespect for those whe hold this opinion, 1 believe the putcome
ol the * cold war ™ will be determined chiefly by ihe world’s
opinien of the merits of the twe cconomic systems mvolved.

What we are witnessing may be called a Great Debate

v

of world-wide proportions, and we are more ikely to win ioaf

we stress our economic differences rather than our theological
ones, We are living in o sciendific age, and the Western

R R 0

joby, and woe

Warld abounds w b
have buile interest in religions controversy v,
with the non-Chrisitan millions of Asia and ‘%.iz oa, wil l Terain
mdiflerent 1o a conflict vepresented o them as one between
Christanity and Ratonalism, U0 state the i.xsm‘ o these 1orms
wiight well foredoom our offorts to failure.  H we are 10 convinee
the world that free enterprise & preferable o socialism, we
must first wndersiand these svstems betier than we now do.
Repeating the cliche than the issue s between a slave economy
and a Tree economy i noe encugh. in the Western World,
including our own countey, there is sl so much of government
ownership and control that our talk of freedom bas o hollow
sanid .

From propagandas by word we wnust switch to propaganda
by deed. Por cxample, woe must cut our agriculzure [It*i of
ithe strangling controls which resivict production, deprive our
frmers of foreign miarkets and take Trome us as consumers and
taxpayers some billions of dollins cach vear. We must 2lso
undertake the gradusl climinaiion of all governmental restric-
tons on anternational trade onGlb e oas dree as domestie
mrade. Acts such as these will do more (o convinee others
that we are commited (o u free cconomy than swill ary amount
of costly propaganda,

Finadly, ts achieve o completely Tree cconomy woe muast
eive more thought 1o the essentials uf ii than 15 aow the
fashion. Too many of us assome thai have hished the
v ubout exchi nging © h( hids ;H}té congratulations
with cach uihu tnstead of (,»lm':‘xnw flow far short we are ol
the mark. Voo much of the propaganda for our way of hife
seems desioned For ominds that are seceptive to our 7 singing
commercials 7. To achieve and mainiain freedom, in eeono-
mics or any other fiedd, will require moce intetlectual offor
than we have thus far given it
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EVILS OF PROTECOTION

gy Pave ne Hevesy
A FREE MARKET i3 one in which prices freely compete and the
same commodizies have the same prices, except {or variafions
due 1o guality and to cost of transport. Socialism s adverse
w0 price-competition and favourable to official price-fixing
at levels hwh enough (o eusure a profit even o the high-cost
and the inefficien: {armer, manafacturer, and trader, who,
thus kept in business, render living more expensive than it
need be. This is why, in all conntries behind the fron Curtain,
all prices, which are fixed by authority, are much higher
than those that vesult from price-competition in the free
countrices.

Some peliticians assert that the aboliion of customs
barriers between Great Britaln and Western Europe will
reduce the British worker’s standard of living to that of the
lowest-paid worker on the Continent. They assume that goods
produced by lower-paid workers ust be low in cost and
hence in price. The ervor of this asswmption s exposed
the case of vice, which is produced in Australia, where wages
are the highest, as well as in Japan, Burma, India, Cevlon,
and Indonesia, where wag
producing rice i lower in Australia than in any of these Asiatic
CouniTies.

Since the working of the frecarade svstem is unfamiliar
to many people, i may be usefud o subnit for their benefit
the following example.

Suppose that the world constitutes one single market and
that the cost of producing wheat ranges from five shillings
a bushel in one country up to twenty-hve shillings a bushel
in another. 1f the total needs of the wheat- trporiing couniries
could then he satisfied with wheat grown at, sav, five, six,
and seven shillings a bushed, there would be no opportunity
to export any wheat grown at a cost above seven shillings.
Since cost of production varies wot oply from country 1o
country but alse from faria to farm in the same country,
under the sysiem of free wade some of the high-cost producers
would grow less wheat and some of the low-cost producers
woild grow more, This argument is applicable as much to
indusiry as 10 agriculture,

Today many wheat-inporting couniries are subsidising
their producers to grow more wheat when they could wba}“f
higher-quality wheat (and store i for sec urity purposes) from

ey are the lowest; vet the cost of

"
bt
i

o,
o

HOPROTECGTION B

abhrond more che oo Atthe sae rane, some wheat-expeorting
countrics are subgidizing therr producers 1o grow wheat that
can be exported only at o rwoows loss. Will the long-suffering
eiizen, o his double capacty of laxpayer and consumer, be
disposed 10 go on for ever paying extorlonate taxes and

prices ?

bowould Be a good thing i, by gradual stages, British
agriculiure wu!d be subjecied o the competitive pressure
nf Continenial agriculture, which, in s turn, should be
subjected to that of the British (.-mrmmm\,\@iih. This aimo
could be accomplished 0 the overseas members of the
Commuorwealth could be persuaded to join the customs union
of Great Britain and Western Furope. This pelicy would
initiate the process of elimioating both the high-cost and the
wefhicient prodecer. Some subsidization might be temporarily
matniained.

While this cconomic irend would ensure the material
prosperity of Great Britain u](i the other countries of the
Commonwealth, 10 would also be of substantial benefis o
the United i‘)mu_,. and Russia as well as 0 the other countrics
of BEurope.
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A CUSTOME UMNION AS AN APPROACH TO

FREE THADE
by Lywoon H. jowss
MANY GUSTOMS GNions have been formed, or proposed, by
European Miates, and on occasion, in other paris of the world.
Currently, strong support i again lorthconnng for this idea,
and the question arises as to whal attmde should the Free
Trader adopi.

The Customs Union s @ strange phenomenon 31 attracts
support from both the Protectionist and the Free Trader,
But in view of the faci that the Free Trader and the Protect-
ionist, in their reasoning about international trade, start from
different premises, their sepport {or o customs anion must
arise because they see in it differeni advantages.

A customs union may simply  be trade-diverting, in
which case w Free 'Prader would oppose . Assame, for
example, that there are three cou nirics A, B and €, Country
A purchases a certain type of artcle, X, from country C.
Country A then joins country B in a customs union, and —ii:;mf
have a common external anitf, Country A now huys aricle
X from country B, becanse the price of article X from country
B is now cheaper than the same article purchased trom country
Coplus the duty imposed when it is imported from country .
This shift in the loecas of production, from a low-cost 1o a
higher-cost point, has resulied from a subile protectionis
device whereby a tarifl s reduced but additienal protection
resubis,
I the other hamd, a cusioms wmion may be trade-
creating.  In this case the shifi 1o the locus of produciinn
i a shitt from a high-cost o o lower-cost point. Such a move
should be welcomed by o Pree Trader, even if the adoption

of universal Free Trade would have led o the diversion of

production to sources with still lower costs. There has at
least been @ step in the right direction,

With this analysis o serve as a guide, Free Traders
should ask, ©° What conditions require to be fulblled by the
proposed Gommon Market in Europe for it o receive our
support?

Amongst the favourable points & the proposal for a Free
Trade Arca —the larger the unit, the greater will be the seope
for internal division of labour. Further, the arca mmvoelved
is one i which, in the main, the cconomies are competitve
and not complementary.  The greater the differences in
anit-costs between the same mdusines mn different member-
states of the Common Market, the greater the potential
cconomies 1o be derived from free trade 1o those commodities,

Laptinued on page 37
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BOOR SUPPLEMEBNT 2l
“FREEL TRADER V BOOK BUPPLEMENT
GODEIN, GATTSKELL AND CO-EXISTENCE

A RpEVIEW oy Hooir Fooromrp
The Chatlenge of Co-Existence. By Huph Gaitskell,
Methuen and Co. 75 6.

THESE ARE THE THREE GODRIN LECTUREs delivered by the
Leader of the Oppesition at Harvard University during last
winter. My Ganskell’s publishers would have done well 1o
vemnind his readers of a few facis about Godkin—the great
Irish Radical Free Trader who did more than most men
1o combat the growth of political follv-—a growth with all
the rankness and speed of ragwort-—by which the Americai
mind is perhaps especially afflicted. Codkin died in 1902, and
though the  Nation, which was his paper, was the official
mouthpiece of the Mogwumps, he has been admrabh called
“ ane of the very best antiseptic elements i Awerican public
life . My, Gaitskell's patient andiznee at Harvard might
well be described as waiting 1ov Godkin, But the shade ol
that formidable pairict never emerged.

Although the conirast between Godkin and Mr. Gaitskell
is unfair ~because there has been a geneval decline n the
quality of political thinking over the past 60 vears- LR
inescapable. Our minds have been treacled by the soothing
syrups of Socialism and paternal Toryism. There s in
consequence a noticeable lack of authority in what My
Gaitskell has 1o sav: we all recognise that a party leader,
especially when he is speaking 1oz loreign country, must {o
an extent be muted. My Gaitskell theredore falls back oun
such phrases as " therelzasicong consensus of opinion in Britain
in favour of owr joining the Free Trade Area™ or 1 cannot
emphasise too strongly the painful impression which will be
created in Britain if the United Nations shows weakness 7.
Not unlike Mre, Disraell, the Leader of the Labour Party seems
1o think that a majority is always the best repartee. And
there lies the danger of mass clectioncering in that 1i gives
ihe pofitical leader a feeling thai theve 3s some pecoliar victue

some sustaining strength-—in being on the side ol majority
opinion. In other words, Mr. Gaitskell gives the mmpression
that the greatest weapon for a party leader is to express the
weight of opinion and not 1o form i and guide . We look
in vain throughout those passages for o clear statement of
what the leader himsell {feels or what ks party feels. Perhapy
that point especially strikes the student of political history, but
it is a point which needs 1o be made with emphasis.
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But kaving made that ortticism the voviewer can coriaini
cotminend these lectures as o thoughdud survey of nermationsl
déf_ii:"l.l!_!?eﬁ:&;-----;.m;.z!}‘sv{'f with gam‘w;{aiim} and sincecity, wppro-
priate for intormed opinien both here and i the United
States, :\l! who know and admire the Leader of the Opposition
alwiays enjoy has capacity for stating o problemw with the

studied falrnese of o sund traimed e the long tradition of

English scholurship, He ds exvraordinarily good in depicting

the Howering of the Russian mind under the stimuolus of

education, and w suggesting how the iron hands of despotism
may begin to loosen as thinking about science may leud
Russian citizens to think about politics. He also qi\fés‘ us a
sombre reminder that co-existence——the 1‘{)5;1[31}111—;1&.? botween
the LLS.S.R. and the rest of the world—is nat lltfa‘trssaz“il\-“;'a

new and hopelul portent but s, as Lenin taushi, o phase of

history which is purely tactical and temporary. He is again
absolutely right 1o remind us that the vock agiinst Whi(‘tl’;[h(‘
League of Nativns foundered ——and against which the United
Nations is in danger ol being smaghed—is a beliel that world
governmend exists, when in fact it does not. The svren voices
or soothmg pills lead maokind 1o believe that what they
vaguely hope to be true has been achicved, Mr. Gajiskell
rightly poinis out thai existing relations between different
countries make any advance o the divection of world govern-
ment extremely diflicult. And he is cortainty and refreshingly
i line with the fberal tradition 1o point out the conmexion
petween parllamentary democracy and progressive colonial
politics. An ilhustration of this could be taken from the steuggle
for women’s suffrage, since one of the arguments u:af:dh%x-’
opponents of the vole was that it was inappropriaie to Qﬁi"ﬁ;‘
women the franchisc in a country which had great imperial
responsibilities in the East where the rights of women were
scorned. A people which accepts political equality at home
cannot insist on governing other nations. There, as Mr.
;(I‘IE,L_”:S]{C“ says, lies the palpable contrast with Soviet Russia.
I'ie preseat political statureof nationsin Eastern Burope makes
a depressing contrast with territories, formerly British, in the
ast and in Alrica. The political freedom of these former
colomial 77 nations—mnot their boand with this countrv——iz the
vital point. As Horace Walpole noted two centuries ago
I England is {ree, and America free, though disunited, (i'htz
whole carth will not be in vassalage.” ‘ L

ErS

-3

BOHOE SUPPLEMENT

LORD CHAMCELLOR BROUGHAM
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Lewry Brougham., Frapces Hawen Jonalhan Capee 255

FHE NAME 0F BROUGHAM Hugers vaguely i the public memory
as the champion of Queen Garoline, the desigaer of w sinali
one-horse carriage tamibar in the Londen streets belore the
motor car, and the discoverse of the French Riviern as o
place of residence. But students of nincicenth century England
need to know a great deal move than that about one of the
most brifliant fisures of his time, orator, barpisier, publicist,
historian, law reformer, ploncer of edpeation,  enemy of
stavery and a pillar of the Edinburgh Reviewe. No man of his
age approached him in the variety of his accomplishments
and acuvities or surpassed him in the zeal with which he
strove for the causes be bad ai heart, That he had grave
tailings no less than fine qualities, that he was extremely
difficult t0 work with, that he exasperaied bis Whig colleagues
beyond endurance, should wot prevent us from respeciing a
doughty champion of the common an in the cra of Lord
Fldon when the shock of the French Revolution had filled
timid souls with a pathological dread of change. [Tt is the
supreme merit of this admirable hiography that it docs fuli
justice io the jdeals and the services of this remarkable man.
*He knew a great deal about a great mapy things, he knew
something about alinost everything, and he spoke in practically
every importani debaie for over fifty years. He could do
nothing half-heartedly.  His questing mind and abounding
energy made bim the mosi vivid of companions.”  His bio-
grapher enabies us to visualise © the tall ungainly figure, ugly,
brilliant, unreliable, maddening: 1o some intensely lovable, to
all intenscly interesting. They were awed by his immense
capacily, infuriated by his  meddiesome  energy, deeply
distrastiui of his restiess ambition, They guarrelled with him
and admired him, ridiculed hitn and were charmed by him,
hated him or loved him, but wever could they ignore him.
i1 has been his fate w be judged by his antics rather thun by
his acts. His eccentricities often bordered on imsanity, indeed
there were times when he was hardly accountable for s
actions: but if he never kept a political friend, he never kept
a private enemy., FThe surface of the unquict sea of has person-
ality was broken by squalls so unpredictable and so hierce
that men were alvaid of 10 but underneath these stormy waves
was a deep current of warmih and humaniy, of hatred of
oppression and love of justice.” That is a masterly analysis
of a singularly complicated character on which new light
is thrown by the discovery of Lady Brougham’s journal,




The story of the vour
Parlianment who made his way (o the centre of the stage by
his eloguence, industey and reformung enthusiasm, is told in
a series of chaptors in which the central hgure s so dynamic
that our interest never flags. The most exciting phase of hig
career was his rale as legal adviser 1o Garoline of Bronswick,
the 1mpossible wile of an impossible husband, to whom the
longest chapter s rightly devoted; for o his coguence was duc
the withdrawal of the Bill mroduced in the House o dissolve
her warviage, Heve the anthor’s talent for portraiture finds
full scope, since Claroline wis scarcely Tess o bundle of contra-
dictions than Brough
George THD as Prince of Wales, Prinee Rogent and King 15
Lo pity his wile. To know Cavoline Is p some measure o
svmpathise with her busband whoe on firstsight ol her exclaimed
in horror: © Harris, @ glass of brands. She bad fow Iricnds
and hardly deserved 1o have thewe " Whigs and Tares tried
o use her for polivieal cuds. People took up o cause, ot
boecause they loved Caroline but because ihey hated George.
There was semething aboul her that contaminated everyone
with whom she cume in contact,  She had no digniy, no
veserve, o sense of ftness. She made vulgar jokes. And her
clothes U Yet she had her virtues. Bhe was generous, good-
humounred. not unintelligent and kad plenty of courage.”
1t was difficuls 1o believe thai she had been brought up as «
fady in a palace, not as o shut i a slum.

Whether she and her Dalinn factoium Bergam were
{lovers we cannot be sure, but few observers of their uninhibited
intimacy felt any deubis Meso Hawes thinks 1t probable,
but wisely leaves the dssue as vadecded as the velations of
Mazarin with Anne of Ausiria and of Fersen with Marie
Antoinctic. Her unhappy daughter, Princess Charlotie, who
was m the best position o pronounce judgment, leaves hitde
for the historian 1o add. ~ My mother was bad, but she would
not have become as bad ag she was Wy father had not been
infinitely worse.” Though Brougham did his utmost, * he had
neither aflection nor vespect for her—ndeed 16 would have
been impossible to feel respect for esther of the © Prinndes .
But as her adviser he was prudent and dignibed. He did
his best to save her {vom herselfl She was as ncapable
inspiving real lovalty as she was of fechng 17 Very different
15 the picture of Princess Charlotte, whose recently published
correspondence with her bosom friend Margarer Elphinstone
veveals a spirited, affecionate and jutelligent givl who deserved
i better fate.  Caroline’s attempt to enter Westminster Abbey
at the coronation of her husband is a famibar story, but we
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peed net break our b

soon alter dhis public Esm:m‘mimz was ihe best that «wulai

have happened o herself and for the prestige of the Bonarchy.

From 1820 for the next rwo decades Brougham was 2
national figure of the first rank., MNo one has done so much
for popular education as the man who with Birkbeck founded
the Mechamics Institute, now Birkbeck College, the father of
the Society for the Diffusion of Usetul Kaoowledge, the chiel
architeot of London University, the h;siumi{mmnmmmm] gl
iution at a time when Oxford and Cambridge were sull
Anglican monopolies. No less fruitful was his work for the
abolition of stavery: the hideous slave trade had gone but
slavery remained, He had writien aboat it in his first book,
the bu: treatise on Colonial Policy, and when Wilbertorce was
growing old Brougham and Fowell Buxton inaugurated the
Anti-Slavery Society and never slackened il ersh possessions
were cleansed from the foul siain. A third crusade was for
the reform and humanisation of the law begun by Bentham
and Romillv. His sicady support of {anmﬂ 5 foreign policy
was deeply apprecia ted by the most liberal of the imx tean,
He had litde in common, ideologically and tt‘mp(umwnmlh
with Grey, a timid Conservative at heart. * The Whig party
was the only medium through which Brougham could work,
but he never wholly acc (‘pnd the Whigs anvy more than the
Whigs accepted him.” He was, in spite of his genuine kindness
and riendliness, temperamentally unfitted for eam-work
either as a leader or a colleague.  So Lord Alikorp, an amiable
mediocrity whao detested public lile, became the leader in
the Commons,

Brougham’s finest hour arvived when the Whigs we

called to the helm in 183“, and * 1he most powerful and pnpu!a!‘
man in the country ’ became Lord Chanceitor m the Grey
Ministry which wangurated what we call the Era of Reform.
His first task was 1o sweep the cobwebs from the antiquated
Court of Chancery where Eldon had let things drifte In the
optuion of ihe author his share in pHoting the Reform Bill
through the shoals has been underrated, for he had more
drive than almosi any of his colleagues and resisted thoughts
of compromise with the obstructive Lovds and the sulky
King. * He evidently considered himsell at this time as the
only strong man in the Government,”  His arrogance was
Becoming past bearing,  Several of his friends and colicagues
thought him a litde nmd. and the Times caged w1 bim, Grey
had put up with him, bwt Melbourne, a tolerant and kindly
person, reluciantly declined (o have him in his Minstry oo
ihe mmmd that he was 60 longer quite normal, Mrs. Hawes




of witness 1o hig pﬁl! areed
; woquastly decisive wa . , Was Rl
quite sane.”  Heacolorth he was a ]ml itical _sh macl, as she
calls i, The House of Lords atways blled up 10 !1{* w b,
Bt the prima donna peciod was over. In the words of Melt BOure,
to which the histonan has nothmge o add, © has taloors were
Lo brithant and powerlul to make him content o {bltow,
and he had not judgment and diseretion encugh to enable
ham o lead.” The last thirty vears of his Tife gave him more
leisure to write and his sketches of the statesmen of the
reign of George TTE are almost as indispensable o students
as Johnson's Lives of the Poets. He spent more and wmore time
at lus beloved Canoes, where he died o 1868 10 his ninetieth
year. 1t would be dithicult (o overpratse the Gureess, charity
and sanity of this record of o homan metcor.

TAYLOR OF BATLEY
Tovlor of Batlev. George A, Greenwood.  Max Parvish, 18,
A REVIEW BY Jo GRiMonn, Mo,

THE VERY OLD are not vencrated guite as much in Britain
as m Chinga, but pretty much nevertheless. Mr, Taylor lived
o be 102, But unfortunately he did not lead a life of wild
excitement——or at least he has not left material for a wildly
exating biography. The biographer feels that be must noi
admit this. He impresses on us the perleciion of Mr, Tavlor's
facultics, hix humour, character and ability, He tells us that
he was a symbeol and & symptom.  He specudates on the
tteresting ;;i*uph he might bave met. ™ He was toddling
about his narsery when Charlotte Bronte was visiting her
fricnds only a mile or two frem his home 7. But she did not
call, a voung man he staved oo bouse  party with
Sir ‘v\’ll!mm Harcourt’s son and o woman who probably was

bul may net have been—Lily Langiry, ™" How much more
cooe would fike o koow abouwt what transpired that week-end
tn such a company,” exclaims My, Greenwood., Well, possibly
we would, but we don’t and, alas, specalations about what
Mr. Gladstone would have said to Mre, Tayler had they met
is not the stafl from which biographies ave made.

In spite of Mr. Greenwood’s best efforts the dominant
ipression left by this boeok s that My, Taylor succceded b
living a life of remarkable placidity despite two world wars
and not a few other chaoges. Not fov him uleers and worry.
MNoi for him even any good cracks for posterity. The oldest
Turk in the world aflter taking his first flight in an aeroplane
round about 1930 did make the memorable remarkthathe could
remember nething se exciting since Waterloo, Mr. Tavlor
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Forithied by tath, qamis and the plous veneradion of thew
familics lived 1o covsiderable @f ot Vaviorvian ages. The
hole point about them was that they did pot consider o
gseniial to be witiy or cccentnic. They were nor orginal
thinkers nor acule Crics O reporLers,

M, Crreenwood assures us that he has continually o resist
the temptation from guoting My Taylor’s hrlliant accounts
of Wis travels. Again, be seems o foel that loyalty demands
that he should {‘ii{iew his sul:jm twith g touch of Evelyn Wangh,
But it is 1o Mr. Taylors and o My Gr enwood’ redit
that the subject won't respond. From Givst to last Mr. Taylor
rermains solid, conscientions, God-eaving, strait-laced-—and why
not? 1t is a compliment to the book to say that the very
limitations which deprive it of brilliance or eniertaimment
bring out the demivant characieristics of Mr.o Taylor and
his age.  10is worth while reminding us how ours differs men-
tally as well as inaterially from that of My Tavior,

" But L omust condess 1o disappointment in My, Greenwood's
preatment of T & ] Tayl

lor’s profil-sharing scheme, The
seheme is described i a shorl appendix and of course frequenty
meniioned i the i'}l‘"}fi'}? of the book. But there s iinlr ;n'u_*m]':){
1o assess 1is resnbts, We are old that i all nearly 23,000,000
WS d!inr ated out of profits to the Workers Bémiu Vand,
W oare wold of how greatly he was liked and respected
by !h(‘:as:z: he emploved.  But reany other man ii}u‘i’_lm_!s whao
have not forgone anything like 1lm sum were and are Joved
and respected, Other works have been free from strikes and
(riction.  What did the scheme achicve?  Ihd the workers
appreciaie oY i3d rhey show pecubiar concern fm.‘ the
prosperity of the business? My Tavlor was an incorrigible
lecturer and pamphleteer. very vear he gave an addreess on
ceonomics at the Anvual Meeting, According o 8 Green-
waod the results woere meagre. " People henrd and read bui
stifl they did not act, excepting perhaps in chose few steay
cases which had ao real beaving upon the mduastrial svsrem

I35 a bleak conclysion on sixty or more years of incessant
and generous effort, Were the benefwiaries as unmoved as the
world st large?

e svstent which Mr. Tavier devised i 1892 gove two
classes of bencfit—a dividend in cash or Government securities
or shares and a bonus on wages and salarics sometimes given
in shares or governmend stock.,  The share capital of the
Company wzm divided into “A' shaves held by My, Taviors
farnily and B shares held by Trasices for the worker who
received trust certificates for (helr interest, Pwo points should
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be woted: the SRETER gave B0 VOHDE OF managemsnt
and the cortubcates were not transiorable and coutd
mm be tarned intocash by surrenderio the Trustees—a survend-
er which it was in their absolute discretion 1o accept or refuse.
Lt seemns thevefore that the scheme was not a co-ownership
scheme at all and any conclusions as 1o the value of co-owner-
ship can oaly be drawn from it with great caution, Whal
My, Taylor believed in and pracised was profit-shaving.  His
long enthusiasm for it most have provided an invaluable
pilot-scheme,  In any subsequent edition of this book "\'Eq
Greenwood should npand some of his own and his subject
conclusions on its resulis,

The other great cause of Mr. Tavlor's iife was his war on
opium. Fo his campaign against the scandalous Agreements
forced on them at bavovet-point by which the Chinese were
forced to trade in opium for the benefit of the Indian Revenue
Mr. Taylor's vadiant cflorls were eventually suecessful, Tt is a
story whol Iy to his glory and to the discredit of the Government
who opposed him. s warmng to all who may be swayed by
arguments of compromise, ixpm‘{l(]l( v or sheer conservatism
to oppose what they know to be right.

This book should be read: read in particular as a irvibute
to a Viciorian, as an introduction to the study of industria
methods and profit-sharing, and as the story of a Liberal
manufacturer and back-bencher.  Not too much, however,
should be expected, TFor the general reader it forms a starting
powt rather than a complete study of the development of
industry over the last 70 vears.

“VOICE FROWM THE PAST »
a ruviEw 8y D Jonn Muskay
Voice from the Past. Poll Mall Press. 15, 6d.
THIS FAMPHLET was discovered recently In an old deed-box
at the Launceston Liberal Club,  Amateurs of handwriting
will thank the publishers for the suggestive facsimile of the
author’s hand on the cover. Acute, strict and forceful |
tmagine him to have been, a man of principle, and a fighter,
The atribution of the pamphict 10 Mr, Richard Robbins
need not be disputed. Launceston is unbikely to have counted
among his contemporaries another of his calibre or of
his gifts for politics and controversy. In his long lfe, (rom
1817 to 1910, he saw vast changes in Britain, many of them
the work of the statesmen he revered, above all Cobden,
Bright and Gladstone. He revered rthem as the creative authors
of many changes and as the pace-makers in much else.

N Canses he disa ;)i)l“
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i’ Bl Bobbans has o sharper seose of ansihimg than of
Liberadism it iz of the essennial’ %m yigm of b heross opp ‘
He { sweribes 1 as 50 c-]i"!")x’i'\ so uniors i, 50 blindiy stout-hearted

ves that these qumhns‘s of the RTInYy,
odd as it sounds, may be counted 10 them as a sort of righteous-
ness. An ltakien statcsmao of recent times complained thsg
in his day ltaly lacked an indispensable condition for the
emergence of a sirong progressive party, namely, a sirong
Clonservative party. This requisite the British Liberals of last
century never lacked. B is a tempting question whether the
preseni cclipse of the Liberal party is nor due oa measure
to the absence of a truly Conservative party such as exisied
sixty OF seventy years ago.

"Some Liberals think of the Victorian age as a golden age:
and theve is much in contemporary life to excuse their looking
back longingly towards the past. But thelr nostalgia deceives
them. Laberalism asserted itgell slowly and pamfully. B was
neioat the fme so readily ident able as those whe are wise
long after the cvent are apt to fhink, And not all the evils
of the time were of the kinds that political action could remedy.
Mr. Robbins bears witness, for instance, to the brutality of
games and punishmenis, o the bad water-supply and  the
primitive sanitation, to the delays and hardships of travel umzil
the railways were built, and 10 the pedantic oppression and
msistent privilege of the ' better 7 classes and the sufferings
ol the poOT. The f\'i'ui;i(“ip(ii Act of 1835, he notes, opened the
way to improvements in the tmmediate environment of bie
The Act enabled localities to borrow for such purposes, and
ity effects o the ensuing 122 years are bevond tr{kznnug,

During most of the vaunted Victerian era of Liberadism
Britain was an uncomiortable country for most of its inhabi-
tants, and for some of them an inhospitable and cruel home.
Let us not embark on commiseration, or on apportioning
blame. Comfort had never prevailed an Britaan: amelioration,
such as it was, caine showly and treegularly, Life bad gone on,
nwonctheless, and enough of the population, hardy and courage-
ous in the main, had found it tolerable.  Ha wing known
nothing other than the conditions into which they had been
horn, they expecied little, oo litde from lile. For many of
them, for too mapy lfe was swinmed wp i survival. The
fullaess and the richness of life were out of U]i‘ii rend h. and out
of their thoughi, The tromemorial ages of their past had
toughened the hreed. And many went f)‘x-’i?i‘ﬁ(’?;!ﬁé: 1aking their
life and destiny in theiv hands—with what portentous results
i d.cpcndc:n{rilﬁs, colonies, doounons, trade, wealth and
world-wide influence history is steadily vafolding.
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hieenth comtury, and cspeoslly fram the long sirugets
gt France and MNapolion, AU heme the conntiy \n{?au(!
(roay cthe welter and copdusion of the industrial rovobuiion
and the grogs inodentnd ososchiels which s hasiy onsel
creasioncd, The vavnted Viciornan age was Iittle betior than
a cockpit of mwlidarous discorents and  grievancrs and
quartels and fghts. The rocks of offence vearcd up o every
side-—privilege, favouritsm, repressive artifices E;.m‘ and
custom, vetos and chocks that 1oy the modern age were bui

the inspirations of talse theovies or downright !H“asu'w or

greed.  These ovils spread frustration and rvesentment . here
bx chromic pin-pricks, there by slashing blows, and ih**;! Agan
v numbing pressure. 11 became \!(diili‘ clearer through the
fog of polities how these troubles must be cured, nai nely, by
active enlargemeni of freedom. A pealing voice proclaimed

it with growing confidence and  avthorty, the vere of

Gladstonie, ™" the People’s Wilhaan 70 He  preached and
praciised liberavion, and conjured up a new beliel w i, His
prophetic eve ranged forward far beyvond his own time and
the days of his power. He succeeded where many prophets
have fatledin acceptance in his own country and his own age.

Cur age seems very different superficially {from that of

Gladstone’s pi()n('(“ campaigns. Bul how differest 35 & in
fact 7 Vor what have we exchanged the ph\sn(,l SCVErity th{‘
senseless deprivations, and the p dl;}a!)i« oppressicn ol his e ?
The growth of the population has turned Bruain nto a con-
gested arca. The mereased numbers living at close and ever
closer quarters suffer the agitations of an incessani nervosity,
that deludes soine observers by the unwonted shapes il takes.
The consolations of solitude are ours no longer. Tnstead we
are entangled in groupings that compete and (E‘i%h. and exact
burdensome loyalty and service. We have become too much
members of one another, We are © other-determined 7 at
the expense of ease of mind and even of full mdividaality,
A deep malarse }ms mvaded the body politic, a malaise that
comtrachicts the semblance of prosperity and securiiy which
the Great Machine of the Welfare State sheds on ihe land.
Al goes well, while the Great Machine goes well, but no
longer. H the Machme fails, no man by any private diligence
can hope to avert or care his trouble, but enly by 4 concusrent
cure of all inen’s troubles, which 15 o sharing cut of miseries,
The most alarming sign is that prices rise and the pound
sinks, with all the inc ldtilldl ll}i‘(.‘.hl{f% of luﬂcumm such as
mcessant demands for higher wages. Fhe country’s fortunes

didlugles
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te e headed don
LT slee of manaring the oo
end is not difficeli 10 imagine.

Parliament now rides such o full de of lation that
the old saw iguerastia fepis haud excisnl has beoome evident
inpusiice. Omee passid, %M‘w bresd sub-laws and orders, f‘(;:;'
the admimistration of which hordes of officials are recrinied,
and ave paid, housed and equipped al vasi expense. Ministers
own usurp the functions of the Courts of Law,

of the (.Zf ( _
and discharge them through underhngs, [u%i‘z{'a‘ decs
while arbitvary powers ('xp{mri wider the sancion of faws that
are noi roated i their Droper soyile the COMMON CONSCETICT
of citizens, The individual’s rights are not safe. nor his savis
safe in the decline of the curvency, nor his car mng\ gate {rom
the voracity of tax-gatherers. The life of Britain is 5<.}l.]:l‘.‘d and
vndangvnd by deadly risks through ih{’ mania ol _E}A.ﬁvffag
though the multitude thinks that the Power is exercised,
through the Great Machine, for theiy dstmg goud and sec u;;ix.
There is need {or the Labours of & Hercules m Britain
ioday, to unde the follies of u_,*mmnu to stem the Tuinous
trends, to cul away the incrustations of new prn'ilv ve, wnd 1o
win the people for sober truth. There is need for unsparing
thought and a resounding voice, for a man, for a group that
will serve Britam now as G l’ldsi(mc did in the last cent ury.

us

THE MEANING OF FREEDOM

A REVEEW Y YWILFRED AUTMAN

rre roReH of Western civibisaiion s sn.ti.au;;v'{jﬁ lafmi extinvtion. A szl iihll-(_??-ll &
e it burning, to hand icon sl alight o a @ AT oW arising
- - ile than that of rules, cegudations, s, Dans, fixitics,
fies,

struggles to ke
that knows no
stalusey and } !

That is the thene which runs persstensly hosaghoul o papes contributed

Lv "n‘u Cirahams Hutton, one of six essays under the tile The Meaning of Freedon.
CItoas oA great dql\ ©dde. Hotion stresses. Tt a gveat service Thd A great
usp(nmlniiu which that small minerity in Western Burope is called npon h:
felfil.  Thelr cause—and Liberals themschyes—imay lunémmn}} fail. But it
cemaips the cause of persepal frecdon. de et and  sell-e ssion. of
Gonan progress: of individual values that every man may seise and fix for him-
el Without s reedom . this hanilite, this toleranee. this Tiberal humanitarian-
s, 1 oses o worthwhile nim‘ Before Western Borope. only o backsliding 1o
Dacker and Darker Ages o ]
T those theoretic d.lh Hberaloninded whe are sovialists v practice, M.
Hutton offers a tnely warning on the pavadox of e soctalist paradise. Tt s that
griaier oodon. bistly ceemonne and personal, Is |J!<?i[i]\(t| by a party that claims
o lualc! s higher estiate of uman g onality aoud of W potentialities,
Sl i practice. because that e abandons principle fov expediency.
the citizen must be more controlled, moere ohediont o the State, mare conforiest.

1
in 2 word and oddly

enough, ore {‘31‘\(‘\&”]‘3 1hnl.n {VET h{i(‘!‘ H
& similar theme. embellished with another Gmely exbortation, is advanced
by Lord Reading. Tuvoking Burke's dicia that * the people never give up thei




