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LOCAL TAX ORGANIZATION

INITIAT

ns EXPANSION PROGRAM

Plang o build the largest single block of taxpayers for polifieal action have been
quietiy starfed by the Portland Taxszavers, Ine, First siages of the expansion program

have been completed with two new vnits

Some changes have been made in the
organization activities, bui a spokesman
for the Taxsavers denied a basie policy
change, “There has been no purge,” he
grinned, then continued in 2 sericus
vein: “Portland faxpavers are becoming
tax copscious again,” he said, “and we
are only endeavoring to meet this awalk-
ening and to provide a method by which
they may be heard.”

Tweo new chapters have been organiz-
ed: the North Portland chapter which
meeis in the Fames John school the thivd
Monday of each meonth, and {he South-
cast chapier which meels the second
Monday of esch month at the Keliogg
sehool. Both units have elected officers
and regular meetings began.

“We find thal meeting in various areas
of the city,” said Mrs. Eihel Gould, new-
I elecied president of the Southeast
chapter, “brings our organization closer
to the people and means larger attend-
ance and greater interest.” In line with
this policy, other chapiers are being
formed and meeting locations sought for
Southwest and Noivtheast units, Bruce
Thierman is chairman of the North Porte

land chapler.

TAXPAYER INFORMATION
FUTURE GOAL

Future projeets call for dinner meet-
ings, noted speskers, and weekly radio
broadeasts, all designed to inforim the
gemeral taxpayer of current tax nows and
activities of the Taxsavers organization.

Beginning April 1, the Taxsavers have
scheduled & monthly meeting and dinner
the first Saturday every monih The
business session iz {o begin al 2 pm.,
while the gocial function is seheduled
to sterd 2t 5:30 pam. ad the Odd Feliows
Hail, 85th and SE. Holgate,

ingtailed,

Planped for April 30 8t 8 pr. i5 &
meeting at the Hellogg Scheol at 63h
and Powell Blvd., with House Speaker
Robert Dumesan as guest speaker. The
public iz eordially invited to all meatings,

AL its Tast meeting March 20, the North
Portland chapter showed 3 18mm sound
movie “Land—and Space to Grow,” the
sub-tiile of which could well ber “How
to reduce {axes.” The chalrman of the
group, Bruce Thierman, announced that
this film is available to other interested
groups free of charge (postage only). For
information contact the Taxpayvers D
gest, P.O. Box 2506, Portland 3, Oregon.
PROPER TAXATION
WILL BEMOVE sLUMS

Before even the last walls of deve-
fiet buildings in the SW Portland
area have been torn down and the
debris carted away, we hear of new
projest: 1o he undertaken by the
Partland Planning Commission. This
tivne it 1z the 5t Johns avea that is
considered for s faee Hfting trear
ment. In a smali sort of way we feel
compassion 108 the St Jobms inhabit-
anis, especially i they sve going to be
handied the way the folk in the andi-
loritim ares were freaied,

There s, of course, this difference
bhetween the twe cases: in the andi
toriwm  area valaable land i in-
volved, Iving as it dues 5o very near
the City Center, while 55 Jobos is an
outlying distrier,

However, the central fact remains
the same: who is ge«%zzlg Tay pay For urp-
han renewal? And how effective s
the whele program and concept of
sham elearance? :

Baohert €. Albrook writes in the
Washington FPost & Times Herald:

59268

Homestead Tax:

Exempiion vs. Deferval

Since World War i, properiy {axes,
prineipaily in the metropelitan centers of
Oregon, have skyrocketed. People Bving
upon small fixed or retirement incomes
have been noticeably hurt. ¥ is their
plighi that precipitated the demand that
“something be dome abouf it.”

Both houses of the Oregon legislature
have bills in the hopper for considers-
tion. The House has twe: HB-1007 and
HB-1118; the Senale, 3B-15 and 5B42.
A} are aimed at relieving the aged of
their tax burden, but their methods are
different, so much so, that the issue may
be killed because of oppesing liberal and
conservaiive interests,

House Bill 107 provides that people
over 65 years of age who have annual in-
comes of less than $4,000 may apply for
and receive deferral of property iaxes
on their homes, These faxes would he
deferred to such time as the homeowner
may deeide, but they must be paid when
the properfy changes ownership. In the
event of death, heirs wounld he reguired
to pay the back taxes before they could
take possession.

The three other bills provide that older
pecple (65 years in HBE-1118 and SB-52,
and 70 years old in SB-15) may apply
for an outright exemption from property
faxes to a piven value. A different figure
is employed in each of the hills.

The question of which method, defer-
ral or exemplion, should be used and
yet not place 2z larger burden upon
younger taxpayers is one which the Jegis-
lature must face directly in this session.

“This program of vrban renewal is
bogging down, and new slums are
growing faster than old ones are re-
moved, The problem, in essence, is
how to convert land from profitahle
exploitation by shion owners to uses
which betier meet eommunity needs,”
(Contipued on page 4, ol B
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The American Taxpay

By James M. Schoppe

#2E

Thomas Paine’s bookiet Commeon
Sence, and hiz bold staiement ihat

“These are the ilmes ibkat fry men's
soule,” the wpstanding and ehesry socia-
billiv of the Boston Tea Party, the shois
fired op the village green, and the host
of evenis which led the American colo-
nies to be freed from British “tyranny”
brought ihe sudden reslization of ihe
Americap Dream. True, the stamp taxes,
the duiies, and other tax policies of His
Majesty's government imposed a burden
whirh fhe f{ledgiing new colonies were
econpmically  unprepored o shoulder
However, it was principally the srrogant
Brifish attitude Loward s colonies which
caused the geparation.

Instead of facing the eolomizsl prob-
iem realistieaily, the Britich government
chosse to hire from powerful king Fred-
erick I of Prussia some 20000 German
mercenaries, the Hessian froops of ithe
Bevoluilonary War, fo banish or suppress
ihe griovances of the American coicnies.
This fanned the flames of disconient and
only Turthered the progress of the
Ameriean colenial revolution. The
tish governmeni had chosen the line of
least resistance.

Today, there is again great temptation
in the Halls of the U8 Congress, io
choose the line of least resistance, with
the faxpavers’ dollars being sent io foz-
eign lands Foreign aid spending be
tween Ociober 18945, o March 19680,comes
to $78 billion, sccording to the Congres
gional RBecerd,

What does this mean? It means that
U.5. produced goods cannetl eompete wiih
foreign goods because of the cost of the
high Federal debt imposed through fax-
e, The Federal debt is an obsziacle to
lahor, to profits, znd to ihe stability of
the geld which backs the US dellar

Mot only is the high tax burden tough
on the US taxpaver, buf the US govera-
ment’s payments for the world’'s troubles

2 tagoed onto the costs of producing
U8 goads.

What's werze, the “hillisns for Iwill”
tossed sbout by the US government have
injected falge eponomic props inte the

et
a3l

qm}nt
fmues havg Lmuﬁl‘t o fur-
enmplications, Many voters have
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ta voie against all taxes. thus often pre-
venting the carrving oul of much needed
prajects, ke doeks, sewers and schools.

What opn the laxpayer do? Just tossing
out the incambent and voting for the

0

comer” with an practical political
and administrative experience iy no solu-
tion.

The US governmenti is geiting to be 50
large and gquasidiciatorial that an
amendment fo the Constifution may be
in ovder calling for a national plebiseite
in tet the volters deside direetlv on gli

foreign  non-military  spending, That
would be & great help for the American
taxpayer.

National Magazine

Twckles Land Problem

In a series of articles, the August
e of House and Hmfrw a Time
Em: publication, carefuily researched
and }MC‘«@HK‘@ findinge of America’s
rapidly srowing land preblewm. House
erd Hom@ is onte of the conservative
Luce nmgdmmM and is geaved for all
clements i the housing industry.
The entire issue 15 devoted i land,

“Land, say homehuilders, is our
most critieal problem. Despiie mil-
Hons of acres of open couniryside in
the United Stai{‘s., inflated land costs
threaten 1o price g zood housing ot of
the market, Sinee 1958, land prices
have soared anywhere from 19095
to 3,760%. Prices hike these,” warnps
the magazine, “are danger w}glmls.
Is this due tou shortage of land? No,
such talk is “nonsense”, the magazine
declaves. “There is pﬁe‘niy of land
ripe for housing,” but it 15 priced he-
vond the reach becanse of “land apei-
whation and land hoarding”

The remedy for skyrocketing land
}.h}”.'l:{f{'ﬁﬁg the writers maintain, les in

saves “adn &y s taves make miisuse of

Lz;m more }.pmhmblﬁ than good ose.
Today’s taxes !mm{ the profit mo-
iive hackward, They give land specu-

by underanation, ﬁ(“&fﬁl&pﬂfiu‘;iw are
penalized by overtaxation. Specu-
lators ave subsidized by public im-
provements for privaie profit. The
only way to prevent larl-price infia-
tion is to tax land more heavily”

Fhat is what is being done in many
sountries throughoul the world, In
varying degrees, they ave pulling
heavier taxes on land te make i
eheaper for people whe want te buy
and use it for productive purposes
instead of specuiation. Tazes are he-
ing removed from houses and other
private Improvements.

A land buost i the 19605 could
bring about ansther panic or depres-
sion i wothing i dome quickly 1o
check the inflation because this Fand
boom iz blowing up to such men-
strous size. “If ihis hubble can be de-
flaied quickly and now,” Howuse and
Home states, “the specunlators will
lowe thelr profite. Bug, H we posipons
the corvection woiil much wore land
fios been sold and covered with build-
mgs morigagad ak pﬂce,@ that cannot
be sustaimed, the credif struecture of
the ceuntry will be deeply involved,
as it was before 1932. No ceonomy
can be sound and stable as lomg as
its biggest assel is careening up and
down on a $500 billion rollier coasi-
er.”

“Ohur tax system—local, state and
national—gives land speenlation so
many special breaks that it has been
by far the ecasiest way to get rich”
That sitoation shoald bs reversed,
House and Home makes very clear.
Taxes shonld take the profits oumt of
fand specnlation, and those whe use
land Tor produetive porposes should
not be penalized by tixes on -
provemenis,

. Note, Although the price of &
full issae of Howse wnd Home cosis
$1.00, the Taxpayers Digest feels that
much can be gained by reading this
magazine apd speeial

offer 1o Hs readers
August istue can be had for 50 ee
% COpPY.
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