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THREAT OF FAMINE "In press axdl mdio there is an cver—inoressii
tendency to "eonditionm® the minds of the
peopie inbto accepbing shorbages as part of the order of things
that carmnot be altered. Our blood is curdliet at the horrible pic-
ture of a world population growing at the rate of a hungry 20 mil~
lloms every year, although on examination, by the experts® own
figures, this works out at considerably less than one per cont.V
"We are richt specifically told that the nabtural resources of the
earth asre ihsufficient for its popudation . . The general infer-
ence seems o be that amonmg the producers tThemselves thers
sxists some umexplained perversity which refuses to heed the adw-

noniticns of governments or make use of new discoverjes, So we
come back to the old familiar ples that the trouble is due not to
too many bub too few controls.. The ?est ad verbtised oﬁ the ?rgg
posais for more control is that of 8ir Johm Orr for a World Fo
Boerd or Gouncil, in collaboration with o Weorld Bank, administer-
ing World Plans designed to indrease World Food Production, stab-
ilise World Feod Prices . . and maintain a World Food Reserve . .
Such a scheme is very attractiée, its outline appears so neat and
obvicus. If only we could igndre the fact that =11 the opera-
tions of 21l the officials in the world, acting as offjeials, can-
not in themsslves produce o single grain of wheat; that all the
sonbribution they can ever maks to production is the negative
negsisbance of removing any man-mnde obstrustion: and for this &
policemsan, not a plamer, is required , . .7 '
"he scareity, in fact, is in neither the capscity of the
producers nor the resources of Tthe earth; it is in the ability of
the politieinns whom the people choose to frame their laws."
Tt modern experience proves that even under very imperfect
senditions of freedom in exchnnge and the processes of produc-
tiom, absclute shorbages do not reocur; andtﬁaﬁ where nabursl © o=
petition is nllowed to functiom, pot only will producers readily
ndopt every selentific aid which cnn prove an adwvantage . . but
producers are, in faet, obliged to do so.”
Threat of Abundance  "If the ordinary man will carry his mind
back only a few yvenrs . » he will recall a
pariod when his rulers drove him into a panic because of thg
Tayrplus? of good things nll over the world. This, they said,
would ruin him. Fe trembled to think that the wicked foreigner
might dump on him, free, gratis, and for nothing, o flood 0? good
things to eab, wenr or use. He wag maved, so the Conservative-
1im, by the tariff vmbrella, while govern-

Sooinlists agsured
ments burnt wheat, cotton and coffec, and baxpayers generously sub-
cidised producers not Lo produse. And the Soclalisk-Conservatives
sre as Firm as ever in their belief in the bariff umbreils . .0
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LEGALISED FRAUD AND ROBBERY There are ominous signs in this
country and elsswhere of a revival

of the great fraud called "Protection." An example which threatens
our "export drive” comes Trom Australia. In 1948 the Lancashire
rayon cloth semt to Ausbralia was eight times as much as was sent
in 1338, and this seems to have alarmed the four firms engaged in
weaving rayon cloth in that combry. These psople are now press-
ing their Govermmemt for high teriffs against British competition.
If this is successful, it will raise the price of British rayoen
¢loth in Austrelia by about 2/6 a yard.

Who is protected? It is said by Probtectionists thet the pecple

of a country adepting this policy will be pro-
tected from foreign competition and loss of employment. This
theory is propagated by those who enjoy or ssek shelter behind
tariff walls, bub it is obviously false; the willingness of the
public to buy cheap foreign poods is proof that they do not desire
steh protection. Protection does, however, protect imdividuals and

groups in the industries affected, but not from foreign competition -

it protects them from the people im their own country who wish to
buy the cheaper foreign commodities, and it does this by means of
tariffs which make the foreign commodities ng dear or dearer than
those produced in the probected country. The Australian rayon
cloth wesvers have no need to fear their Lancashire competitors:
they are asking to be protected from the Australisn housewives
who buy cheap rayon cloth,.

Exports pay for Imports The imbense post-war drive for expords

should have comvinced even Protectionists
that exports pay for imports - we sell in order to buy. When we
import food our people are emploved in producing mobtor cars and
cther things to pay for it. In effect, therefore, the British
workers engaged in making things to be ezported are "produsing®
the food that is imported, and the tobal of employment is
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unaffscted, . International trade i1s an exchange of goods and
services and is of mubal benefit to buyers and sellersy ib
neither causes nor cures unemployment, which arises where
production begins - the land - not where produce is emchanged.

Summery Protection is dishonest; it robs some people to enrich
others, and it provokes Internationsl ill-will and leads to war
This is not accusing Protectionists of being dishonest; good
people sometimes approve of evil policies because they do not
examine and understand them. DBut né<gne need be in doubt
sbout the moral cheracter and effects of what is called
"Probection.® Henry George's bodt "Protection or Free Tradel
may be obtained from the "Porcupine” office, cloth covers, 2/9-
post-free.
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HUMAY RIGHTS and WRONGS  The Archbishop of Canterbury said
not Long age that Duties musht coms
«fore Rights. That is reversing the notural order and ignor-
ng the most fundamental andprolific cause of social unright.
sousness, Man's duty to his neighbour carmot be perforymed if
his right to 1ife 1s denisd. Both in tims and Importanso,
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rights come before dubies,axrd the most important of these is
the right to 1ife, This is nok merely securiby from physieal

violance, it inecludes opportunity to obbain 21l things ncces-
sary Go maintain 1ife in ressonable comfort. The universal
desire for such security and indépendence roveals an  inherent
tribute of man, bub his persistent fallure Through the ages
achieve 1% would suggest thot the ideal is impossible, were
t not for the fact thobt the msans for his emancipation are
now within his resch, Bub human rights must be understood
befors they con be won. Habural rights nre described in the
famcus American Declaration as the right to life, to liberty,
and to the pursuit of happiness. These rights coannot be con-
forred or anrmlled by goverrments: they are Wabure's endownent
to every child born into the world, and when they are respected
“there is pease and harnory ,while thelr viclation lends to
gtrife and discord. Legal rights are in o different cabogorys
these may be nnd sometimes are combrery to the natural order
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and devoid of moral saretion. What, for example, is called
the right to work or malmtensnce’ is not a natural right of
is o duby,
N
of product-
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fres men, bub a slavish plen for charity. Work
not o right, end maintensnce is the natural fruld
ive toil or service which rightly belongs to the
performs it. The great orime of modere civilisation is ¥
men are prevented from working and thereby robbed of the men

ef 1ife.
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R +bs are ecusl In the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
. adopted by the Assembly of the United Watioms
last December it is recognised bthat there 15 equality in human
rights. In Article 3 is the stabement that "everyone has the
right &o life, liberby, and security of person,” and this right
can only be effective if each one may share, equally with others,
in all the matural opportumibies for satisfying man's maberial
needs which Nature has provided on this planet. When deprived
of the right to use land, men sre not free; Their existence then
depends on the goodwill or comvenience of other men, and if
allowed to work, they receive less than they earn.
Equality through nationalisation FBeonomic freedom for the indiv-
idual can be secured only by
eollective action, and the First task must be the removal of all
legal barriers between the people ard Their use of land. The
worst feature of the presemt land sysbem is the lanmdowners' legal
right to withheldlmd from use. In 2 wellepopulated country land-
withholding reduces the mumber of opportunities for production,
and this injurious practice is encouraged by the exemption of wm-
used land from taxes and rates, while burdensome taxation falls om
those who pub land to good use. A complete ani mraotical remedy is
to be found in the Watiomnlisation of the Rent of Land. This does
w  Povolve the payment of compensatiorn to The landowners, and it -
e, be accomplished by progressive measures of Land Values Toxar
tion.

The value of s11 the land in town and country is due to the
presence and indusbry of populztion. This land-value or econcmic
rert can be haken in rates and bazes, Justly and without undue dis-
turbance, and by this simple measure Naturets free gift to man can
be mede available for all and the foundations of peace and plonty:
well and truly laid. Though changes thereafter might be slow, it
would soon be seen that easy access %o land provided all men with
alternatives which enabled them to choose their jobs, decide
whether to work for sn employer or employ themselves, and to fix
their own "minizmm wage™ by the only Ffair sbtandard - the average
earnings of self-employed men.
Duties performed Men and women in full possession and enjoyment
of their rights will perform their dubties with-
oub exhorbation. WNeglect of duties, which mow provides texts for
sermonis and lectures, is not due to. natural wickedncss, but to the
reackions of people suffering - perhaps unconsciously - from
wrongs. When freedom is esbablished, goodness will flourish.
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"R WHO ORSERVES TEE LAW AND THE PROPRIETIES, and cares for his.
I Iy, yet takes no interest in the general weel, and gives no
.. ught to theose who are trodden under-foot, save now and them
to bestow alms, is not a true Chrisbian. Ner is he a good
citizen.” (Henry George)




