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Gujarat is seething wib furiong discontent of
studenis over the reservation of seéats £6r Scheduled and
some backward caste in medical cotleges The upper
caste a:nci cia55 students feel naturally sore over their
:ntelhgence and hd,ld studies for anmmat:{)ns ﬂomg
1o wasie on dCC{)Uinl of ps:wmmm being p]di,eu cn ihe
ma‘mhty of a.c rlain dass of studints to secure the
_ilccessary mmks 1' _cxalmratwm Some time back a
‘viplent agltatlon was siarted in Bihar also when the
=) Gﬁ' rment anncﬂum,ed over 60 percent reservad
_scats for backwald clas-scs in G(Jvemment posts thus
increasing at one ‘;tr&ke the agomy of middiz (2'1.}‘}‘?
cducated youth who are aheady suffering from acute
uncmploymﬁnt Economic distiess has thus hecame
universal phenemene,n ire India both among the bighest
arid ICWET classes, backward tribes on the one hand
and forward castes on the other. The Brahmin
um:mployed and. the Harijan Bhangi uncmploycd are
the worst suﬂ"erarq in this respect, the former becanse
of his circumstantial and man-made destitution and
the Tattér because of his' hereditury poverly. Tn bet-

ween the two exfremes, in cvery state richt up from
the Chief Minister to the office SEpDy the intermediate
classes and castés are mo'no-pohzmo Al offices, posfs
and pmlhcms high and low and there is a concer'ed
policy of deliberate exclusion of the Brahriin at the
top of caste heirarchy and the Harijang at the lowest
rong  of the Jadder from the list of backward
castes and elasses. Some vears back.

Perpetuation of

swould be the worst sufferers.

in th: Siats of

Backwardness

Kamatak was enacted a law by the Government in-
chuding even - the wealthy landlordly and merchant
castes of Lingayats and Wakkaligas in the list of back-

“ward classes; which was obviously a'gross violation of
“the - principle of all citizens being equal in the eyes of

Faw and therefore enjoying equdl rights to the Pursuit
of avocation religion and happiness. Such ugly ‘deve-

“lopenents - in the  States heave Tully justified what Dr,

Ambedkar; the Life-lomg fighter for the rights and prmm
legeyof fhe uktotichable classes how talled Haﬂ;aus
after the fashion: set ap by G‘randhrp said; “that if Tingiis-
tic states should come into existence, Kasnataka would
bé -dominated by Linpayats and Vakkalzgas Tamiil
Nadu by Chettis’ Andhra by Reddies and Maharash-
tra. by Marathas and that the | Haﬂgans and Brahmms
- Ambedkar Mo
douibt stood for reservation of Sp'ﬁcla] benefits Zor
the scheduled castes and tribes but he was sufficiently
wl’i-ghﬁen\éd to declare that such r’eservhtion's were o

‘be a temporary phase and they would have o be: gbo-

lished in course off tIme

The Dominsnd Castes and Classes
§

The Hindu Society, it must be frankly admitted

is caste — ridden and therefore no cleamut class divi-

sions have appeared in the fabric of the’ Indmn Society
of which Hindus constifute the majority. With the
granting of adult suffrage to the electors, it is no won-
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sence, only o cundidate belon
This leads to the dopnimation of some caste with a
large number of electors, i the' political life 'of that
particular region. Ecconomically in every caste there
are the ¥ich and the poor. Castewise, the Brahmm tra-
ditionally was most educated and yet poor and O"llf
.durmg the British regime he could fmprove his sco-

pomic position . by. serving. wnder the. rulers. in. diffe- .

rent capacities. The intermediary classes like” he
“v’*aiehyas and Khsatrivas were economically better
than Brahmins but did not wield any appreciable in-
“fluence in the ruling circies ‘Becanse “of “their edum-
tional backwardness. But with the passage of

these intermediary classes began engaging zhcmgez’ ves
progressive ideologies such as Comennnism, Socialism

“and Humanism.

in intellectual pursuits and they looked forward to
the time when they would cust ths Brabmins from
their special ficlds of clerkdom, feaching and lesal
professions. They-could not-do it uceesstully duiing
the Bntmh regine Whlch was not mtez ested in any

'md aulhont V.

- Abolishk Al ‘Heservations.

. The present  revolt cof intermediate classgs the
Vaishyas, rich -Agriculivrists-grid Khatri classes mukst
be extended- te-all Teservations of seats - in -amy feld

for amy-. caste or class. Let the. State Governments be-

g with the: reservations made for backward castes so

bz_;;ck“:ard .at all such - as Lingayats. or < Marathas,
Reddies, Chetties. and Nairs -only. After doing.'so
~.the reservations for the depressed classes ‘or Harijans
may be abolished . The State Governments shoudd be-
gin with Aillirig the Government posts. with' best qusli-
fied men -be they Brahmins .or Hardians, soas 4o =%
ploit-the best talent of the ‘country for the parpese. of
.administration, which is being paralysed in every
state by ill-qualified and semi-educated men: belonging
to.intermediary castes and <€lasses which' have been
invested  with - special privileges and prerogatives
against the very spirit of the Constitution. Let these
intermediate vpper castes first show that they sincerely
stand for an eocuvaliatrian Socicty and then only plead
for abolition of reservations for the most-downtroden
casteg of Harijans.

_ The.malaisse that is affecting the administration
of the-couniry g thot of this caste spirit of interme-

ging to some other castz.  na

Gt hesrt and whote' 18

seven ty percent for

f all poli-
3 Jeof Hhig commu-
 casteism of the dominating castes in every
People who have the intercsts of the coumtry
Zarts ave wrenched at the pitiabie
sight of the sngss that has been created in the adminis-

state.

dAration of the coun |tr§,7 sheould nodongedmince mwat-
ters.
‘an outlst for want of any scope i this ceuniry owing
Aar-Castelsm. of..ths - dominant .casies.
were instigated initially against the Brahmins by these

The Brahmin mtellect is going abroad 1o seck
Ihe. Hariians

very intermediary classes and now that thewr aim s

#ulfilled, they are now oGt to crush the Harijans. This

game of the upper classes must be ruthlessly cxposed.
Castz bartiers today ave making. nohsense of alf

it is mot the reséFvations for Harijans

that come in the way of exploiting the talent of the
youth of “the country, -but the - reservations-of ~about
and castes

well to~de classes
£ dn any other ¢ i ;

ol O JL\’C}IJ;)E:JE that P s
bema made zvailable to the cou.mlv

Economic E&ckwarﬂmss the _Crffiéi_en _

| Egahtauar democratic socmty shiould afford eco-

'nom;c aid to the pooter séctions of the society to gt

th mse]ves duiy quahﬁcd for e:mploymeﬂts and jobs

"ana leave the students of such classes to put’ forth
‘requisite efforts to stand the compcutio‘n with other:
called . which are not .economically or: even socially students . :
“on dcscendants wh-o had p-erhaps commlt’ted then.
:{30‘111 s¢ of the last thirty thl © years of mdepandence

T‘he sins of Hlsto_ry cannot be mow. v151teu

hﬂt*re is netther rhyme YOI Teason in a system which
demes amy talemed caste of class any oppurtumty to
show its worth or usefulness, which has no compunc-
fion to put down the most downfrodden classes but

‘which on the other hand, puts only some domin ant

caste or class in the State in a =m0m)'pohstlc position
mn respect of educational facﬂme% job opportunmes
trade and profeaslo.nal ﬂpﬂnmgﬁ and scapeq _

Let Gujarat. Medicos st thernsetves  thicking
whether they should stop at: abolition of admission
facilities reserved for backword classes only or whether
2l kinds of reservations made for so called ‘backward’
classes in-educational institutions Government employ-
ment should go, in the best interests -of the coumnfry
and whether only merit - and. qualification must be
aiven pvricirity in-such matters. The fime has come
for the youth fo consider this guestion of such reser
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Sir
s

on  the

Recently on the 14th of November,
birth day of Nehru, some Cong (I) leaders thought
it fit to exhoit the people to “emulate Nehru” scarcely
reafi;zmg the dangerous implications and overfones
thereof . F{)r, if “one were to literally emlate Nehrv
in his 11f¢:, e sholﬂd foli@“wmg in’ his footsteps, pro-
duce a daughter who is so enamaured of power, ‘thal
she would have no compunctmns against semding all
her pohtlcal opploncms to ]aﬂs and a grand son, Who
woild not care to ,mlsuse ‘the apparatus of the state
to float a largescale industrial concern for the benefil
of himself and his famﬂy and c¢laim that his youth
is his best quahﬁﬁatxon to take ove1 the iaedersbp ot
the country' '

One fédrs that no Indian in his right mind, would
wﬂlmgfy ont to' so exploit ths nation through his mo—
geny, ‘using his “earlier ‘sacrifices for the country,
justlfy it all. The fact ‘is, that mone Nehri's sﬁveml
sacrifices for Ind:la’ Would enfitle his f :mﬂv members
to behave in the high-handedl manner they have been

in dealing with the coumtry, and in using the vadic ;

and other govt media, to inflate their public images,
and thw@ funds of the nation to pmmo‘ie ‘theip pwsonal
ambitions in hfe So, Nehru cannot serve as an: “ideal
for the Indian peopic to’ emulatﬁ after seeing what
all ‘the miembers of his famﬂy had been  doing, to
rf"rpetuate dynastlc rule’ in the country

(}f course, som may argue that it i not Nehra's
fault, and re cannot be blamed for what evils his kith
and. kin perpetrated after his death, when be had 1o
longer amy control over them. But  the fact is, that
if he were a really far-secing leader he should have
anticipated them, and taken precautions to prevent
the same. There is good reason to think that had
Nehiu taken eare during his life time to prepare
younger people outside his own family to fake over
the reigns of govt, instead of keeping them all at a
distance, as he did, and not sown the seeds for Indira’s
emergence as a natiomal leader, by making her con-
gress president when he wag 'ﬂwe the country would
not have been brought to this sad pass, in which we
find people sheepishly locking to the Nehru family, to
produce its Tfutate milers. Tf the encouragement of ser-
vility among the people had not been in Nehru's own
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blood, i some dormant form, would it now take
placé in $uch an ‘Unabashed form, i’ the. da)s Gf ‘filg

proginy?

Furthﬁr Nehru  was re@p@anmbie ‘for fostering
“min st:?ﬂal ostentation” ‘as an 1rrpmachable pheno-
manen in pﬂstﬁndependencc ‘Tridia.  Had ‘he within
h]S llfe time, checked ministers from using * gigantic
rmported {,az‘s palatial bungalows, and ‘entailing ‘uige
CXp‘uﬁdltuTc on their maintenance and travel, it-would
have gone a long way in preventing politicians in- free
¥ndia, from taking to the path of loxury, compla-
cency i redressing public hardships, nepotism and
corruption_ that has become quite common and virtu-
ally uncoantroiable today. :

‘Tt was openly said even when Nehru was alive,
that what was being spemt for his security and mainte
nance ‘per anmimm, wen{ far ‘beyond what -hie could
eamn in his whole hfe time . So, far from Nehru sacri-

ﬁc}ng anything for the country in his later years; the
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This declaration was drafted by Dr. Panl Kurtz and
undorsea by leading humanists from all parts of the
world.—Ed.}

SHCULAR humanism is a vital force in the con-
temporary. world. It is now under unwarranted. and
intemperate attack from various quartess. This decla—
ration - defends only that form of secular bumdmsm
whlch is explicitly committed o d’*mocracy 1t is oppo-
sed 1o all. varieties of belief that stek supﬁrnatura%
sanction for their valpes or espouqe ru]e by dlam for-
ship. #

‘Democratic. secular hitmanism has been: a power-
ful force in world colture. Mg ideals can be naced to
the philosophers, scientists, and pocts of classical
Greece and - Rome, to ancient Chingse Confucizn
Society, to the Carvaka movement. of India . anl. 1o
other distineuished intellectual and moral traditions.
Szcularism” and humanism were eclinsed éu' Eﬁr{;g@
during the Dark: Ages when rchigicus . piety eroded
humankind’s conﬁdence in jls own powers to solve
“human problems. They reappeared in force during
_the Renaissance with the teassertion of secular angd
ﬁhﬂma; i lu&s-inﬁ htmatme and .the ‘*ﬂs ag‘nn m
: development of modern scisnce and a naturalistic v ew
‘of the vmiverse, and their influencz can: be found in
- the eighteenth century: in’ the-Age of Reason and the
Enlightenment. - Demoeratic . secular humarism ha?
creatively flowered i modém times with-the grewth
-of freedom and-deémocracy. x

Countless millions of thoughtfal persons have
espoused secular humanist ideals, have lived signi-
Sficant lives, ‘and have conteibuted 1o the building of
‘a more humane and democratic world. The modern
:secular hﬁman-i_sf'buﬂeok has led to the application
of science and technology to the improvement of the
‘homan condition. This has had a positive effect on
reducing poverty, suffering, and disease in waricus paris
.of the world in exfending longevity, on imnroving
‘transportaticn and communication, and in makive the
cgooad life possible for more and more people. Tt has
Jed to the emancipation’ of hundred of millions of
‘people fromy the cxercise of ‘blind faith and fears of
_superstition and has contributed fo their education
and the enrichment of their lives. Secular humanism
has provided an tnnetos o humans o solve their pro-

tury of

Secular Humanist Declaration

blems with intellipence and perseverance, to conguer
geographic and sockal frontiers, and to extend the
range of human exploration and adventure.

Re -ettab;y we, ale Loday faced w]th a var;tety
of anti- s‘hcu}a:met trends ; the reapnpuha,ﬂce of dogma-
tic. amhamt‘_nan religions;. £u1’§damentdlzst Ezte,rahst
and doctrinaire Christianity:. a rapidly growmg and, un
compromising Mceslem clericalism in. the Middle East
and. Asia; the reassertion of orthodax authc}rﬂ by the
Roman Catholic papal hzwarchy, natsonahgtjc _ehgzoaq
Judaisgn; and the reversion fo obscuranhst rf:hgmm
in Asia. New cults of unreason as well as blzarxe para-
normal and occult bmhﬁ‘f% such as behcf in.astrology.
reincarnaiion,  and ihe mwtmmus pOWez' of eJTeged
psychics are growing in many Western societies. These
dzthrbmw developments follow in: the wake of the
dmergence. in the earlier part of the twentieth cen-
intolerant messianic - and totahtananf guasi-
religious . movemeats, . such as fascism and commu-
nispi. These religious actmsts net only arg rE’Spé)n‘;!—
ble for .muchk of the terror and violence in the. world
today but stand in the way of solutmns to- the world"‘

most gerions pmhl»:—t_ms.

Paradoxzcally some of the. critics of seculat
hamansm maintain that it is a dangerous phfiosophy
Some assert that it is moraliy corruptmg” becausz il
is commitied to. 11}&191@!111 ireedom ,others that it
condomes  “injustics” bemase it def.e S democratzc
due process. We who support  democratic  seculat

humanism. deny such charges, which are based upon

mm—underxlandmg and mv;mtcrpretahon and we seek

o outline a set of prmcxples that mo'«*.t of us share.
Secular humamsm is not a doma oF @ ereed. There

are wide differences of ¢pinion among secular homa-
wists on many issues. "\Tcwrthﬂzlﬂs ‘there is a loose
COMSEASHS with respect to soveral Pr opd«:}fmnf; We are
apprehensive that modem cws'hzatlon is threatened by
forces antithe scal to reason, dmmr;&cv and freedom.
Marny ;eizgmuq bg,lmvcr*; will vo do«ubt share with us
a belief in many secular humamst and democratic
values, and we welcome  their 3amﬁw with us m the

Ufe.ne of these ideals.

1. Free Inguiry. The first pnncmle of democra—
tic secular humanism is its commatment to free in-
guiry. We cppoge anv tvrmnny over the mmd of man,

wy efforts by ecclesiastical, political, 1 drofogical. or

February, 1981
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social’ institutions to shackle Tree thought. In

past, sich tyramnies have been divected by chirches and

states attérnping: to enforce the edicts of -peligious bi-
gots. In the long struggle in:the history of ideas esta-
plished institutions, -both: public and private: have
attempted to cemsor inquiry, to impose orthodoxy on
belicfs and values, and to excoramitinicate Herciics and
extirpate unbelievers.: Today; the struggle for friee in-
guiry has assumed new forms.
have become the new theologies that use political par-

ties and governmemq in then‘ ‘mission m cm@h dlel" :

dent omm (51

?rec -imquiry ﬁntalls wcogmt;(m of. cml 11bertleh
as integral to:its pursuit] thatis, a free press; freedom
of " 'comimunication “the right to organize opposition
partics and to joind W)lu;ntarv associations, and freedom
to ‘cultivate and publish the fruits of scientific, pholo-
sophical, -artistic, ‘lterary; smoral and- religious free-
doin. Freg inquiry requires that we tolerate diversity
of opinion and that we respect the right of individuals
ty express ‘their’ beliefs; ‘however unropular they may
‘B, without ‘social or Tegal prohibition or-fear of sanc-
tions "Though we may tolerate contrastive -noints of
view this dogs not mean that they are immune to cri-
fital’ serutiny The euiding premise of those .who be-
lieve in free inquity is that truth is ‘more likely:to be
discovered if the opportunity exists for the free ex-
change of ‘opposing- opinfons; the. process of » inter-
change i frequently as important as/the resull. This
applies not only to science and to evﬁl'yday_hfe, Tt
to p{)h’m's ECOTOMICS, mrnrahty ard fegi-cln.-.--- .

Separatmn nf (}hwch aml* State. BEC‘LJ.ISE) of
-.-iheir corarniiment to. freedom;-secular hum.amst_s be-
litve in the priviciple of: the separation of church: and
state . The lessons. of history are clear: wherever ome
religion or ideology ‘is:established and. given. a. domi-
‘nant position in the state, minarity oppinions are. in
jeepardy. ‘A pluralistie, open demogratic society .al
Tows all: points: of view. to ‘be: heard. Any. effot fo
impose -an exclusive -conception .of, Truth, Piety, Vie-
“tine, or Justice upon: the whole of society. is a violation
of free inguiry . Clerical -anthorities should not be.per-
mitted to Tegislate their own parachial views - whether
moral ~philesophical, political; educatmnal or social
e for the rest of ‘;oclety* :

Nor should tax revenues be exacted fear Ihe bene-
fit “or support of  sectarian’ religious. institutions .. Indi-
viduals ‘and volintary associations should be free to

Ln
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Sectarian ‘ideologies ‘a

“haman - rights)
“fiberty; and the pursuit of: hapmnaess An eur view, a
frée- soclety should also eniconirage Some measiré of

t any belief and to sapport these
c@nwumms with whdte@er regomrees theyi-mayv. have,
without being compefled. by faxation  fo.
to.those religions faithg with: which they do not agree.
Similarly, church properties should share in the burden
of pubhb revenmes and should not-be exempt fom
taxation.  Compulsory -religious -oaths and prayeis-in
public institutiong (political or cdueationaly are alsa
vmidtmm of: the qeparaimn et mc;pja 3

condribaic

Today, Plemhezsuc as weﬂ a8 Ehazstlc P&ligl@ﬂ@
compete for attention.. Regrettably  in . compumnist
conpiries, the power 'of the state 38 _bemg_-ussds to irei~
pose. -an ideological - doctring-on the: society, - without
tolerating the . expression - of * dissenting or : heretical
views. Here we: sée-a modern secular version of tha

“viclation of the separatmn prmupie”

3. Tha:: ideﬂl of Freedi@m Thﬁre are many farms
of totalitarianism in the modern world  secular and
nonsecular — all’ of which we vigorousty -oppose. As
demoeratic- secularists, we consistently defond’the ideal

_of freedom_ not ondy frecdomof conscience -and: be-
Hief frorn those ecclesiastical: political ! and”economic

interests: that seek‘to repress:them butrgenuine: poli-
tical- liberty, demaociatic decision-making based: -upon
majority rude, and respeet forminority rightssand:the

~vole of taw . We stand not:anly for freedomyfromy veli-
‘pioms ‘control but for freedom: ffom jingoistic govern

wiént ‘control-as 'well” We are for the defence of basic
+ includinig “the ~right to protect life,

economic freedom, subject only to such restrictions
as are necessary in the public interest. This means
that individuals and-groups sheuld be-able-to compete

in the ‘marketplace, :organize free tade unions;.and

carry on-fheireccapations amd careers without undue

intérference v centralized. political :control. The right

to; private property is’a. human right. without - which
other rights are nugatory. Where #t- is’ néecessary 10
limit any of these rights in a democracy, the limifa-
tion should be justified in terms of its conseguences
m S’trm'gtheemng the emitire sfructure of }mman nghts

- A&, Eibics Based o Cmtiml Ime?ihgeme- ’I‘he
morak views of secular ‘humanism have beer-subject-

~ed to criticism by religions - fundamentalist - theists.

The secular humamist recognizes the: central role of
morality in fiuman life. Tndeed; ethics. was developed

“as' & branch vf huiman knowledge long before religio-



nists proclaimed their moral systems Based npon
divine authority. The field of éthics hay had-a digkin-
-guished  list of thinkers contributing to its develop-
ment : from Socrates, Democritus, ‘Aristotle; - Epicu-
Tus, and Epictetiss, 1o Spiroza; Brasmus; Hume; Vol
iaire, “Kant. Bewntham; Mill; G.E. Moore;  Bertrand

Russell -Pohn Dewey, and others. There is an influ- -

¢ntial  philosephical iradition that ~maintains that
ethics is an awvienomons field of inguiry, that ethical
judgments can be formulated independently of revealed
veligion, ‘and that human beings can‘ecultivate ‘practi-
cal veason and wisdom and, by its application achieve
lives ‘of wvirtge @nd excellence . Morzover philosophers
havier empliasized the ‘need {6 cultivate an -appreciation
for the: requirgments of social justice: and foran indi-
vidial 5 oblgations and  responsibilities toward others,
Thus secularists deny that morality meeds to-be reduced
from religions belief or that those who do not espouse
‘& veligious doctrie are immeoeral. " -

For -secular- “‘mimanists; ethieal: - condact 43~ ot
-shonld 'he jodged ~by . critical  reasen, -and thedr.-goal
is' to-develop-autonomousiand responsible individuals
“gapable-of making their dwre: cheiess in-life based upen
an understanding of human. behavior. Morality -that
-is-mot-GGod-based need not be antisoclal, subjective - or
-progiscucns, mor need -it lead tothe breakdown  of
moeral standards. -Although -we believe in-tolerating
diverse Jifestyles and’ social-manners;-we. do not-think
they are immune to: criticism’ Nor do we believe that
any opechurch shiould-impose ity views ‘of - meral vir-
‘tue;-and. sin, ; sexual. conduet, marriages divercey hivth
reomtrol; or =-a-bo£ti@n,:-=or legislate them for:the rest of
‘society.. P e e

rANs < secular Humandsts we bélieve i thie -central
“itnportance of the vatue 6f human happiness ‘here arid
‘now., We are opposed to Absolutist-gnorality - et we
maitain that objective standards emerge, -and &thical
“values ‘and prineiples may be-discovered, -in-the course
of ethical “defiberation . wo e

Seenlar Wapanistwethics maivtaing: that it s pessi-
Blé for homan heinis to lead medninghy) and -whole-
some lives for themselves and in service to their fel-
Tow hanfats Beings “without the neel of religions comi-
fandments of “the ‘benefit of clerey. They have been
Ay runtber of distinguished seeulupists -and-humarrists
whic” have  demonstrated -moral printipkes: in their
‘persorral dives and: works: Portagomas;: Lueretivs - Epi-
TS ‘Spinezz “Hume, Thomas Pain:: Diderot: Mark

Twain, George Bliot John-Stuart Mill; Brest Renan;
Charlts Darwin - Thomas Edison, «Clarence Darrow,
Robert Ingersoll, ‘Gilbert Murray -~ Albert Schweitzer;
Al Einstei‘ﬂw,' Max Born; - Margaret: Sanger; and
Beftrand Russell, among others. ; o

5. Meoral Fducaior, We bolicve that moeal
development sheuld be cultivated in childrer: amd young
aduits. - We do net beliove that @y, partieslar seet

can tla'm impertant values ag their exclusive property;

heniee- it is the duty of public education to. deal with
these values. Accordingly, we suppert moyal educa-
tion in the schools that is designed to develop an ap-

-preciation for . moral wvirtues, -intelligence -and the
“puilding of character. - We wish to-encourage wherever

possible the rowth of miral awareness and-the capa-

cityfor free choice and am understanding of the conse-

cuehces thersof | We:do not think-it is-meral ito-bap-
tize infants . to corifirm adelescetits, o to impose o
religious - creed: on youtig -people. before: they ware .able

“toyiconsent - Although childrem-should Jearn. abeut the
‘history: of Teligious moral: practices, theseryoung minds

should net beindectimated in- & -faith- before they ars
matare enough to -evaluate the merits for themselves.

It shomld be noted that secular-hvepanism . is. 1ot sa

miuch a “specific morality -as-it-is..a- method for the
explanation and-discovery of taticnal moral principles.

g Religiens Skepticismy: As-secular “humanists

‘we are ‘gencrally skeptical -about supernatural claims.

We. ieeognize “the ‘importanae of religions: experience:
that experienicé that redirects and.gives, meaning. to
the lives of human beings. We deny, however, thal

“quth experietices have anythingto do with' the ‘super-
“hatufal s W are ‘doubtful of traditional: views of God

and divinity. Symbolic and mythological interpreta-
tions of religion” often serve ds yatioralizations for :a
sophisticated minority ' leaving ‘the: bulk of mankind
1o Aowhder in-theological confusion .~We consider the
universe to be 4 dynamicscene of ‘natural forees - that
ate most effectively understood by selentific iniguiry .
We are alwiys open to”the discoveryof mew: possi
Bilities ‘and phenomeba iny: natare. - However, we find
that fraditional views of the existénce -of-Eod. either
are méaninsless “have mot yet been: demonstrated-to -be
trie, or are tyrannically exploitative: Beealar “hurna-
nists 'may be agnostics, atheists, ratiovalists; or skep-
tics, bui thev find insufficient evidence for the claim
fhiat sorae divies prirpose exists for: the universe. They
vatect the ideathat God has interverned: miracuiously

inhistory or tévealed himself to-a:cHosert few “or that

& : C Pebruary, 1981



e can save or redeem - sinners. They believe that hien
and women i free and ane tesponsible for their own
destinies and - that ‘they cantiot feok foward - some
transcendent- being for-silvation. We reject ‘the divi-
nity of Feses, the divine mission of Moses Mohammed;
and other latter-day prophets and saints of the vari-
dus ‘sects’ and * denorminations. 'We do’ not”aceept as
true” the literal interpictation of the Old'and New
Testaments, the Koran, or other allegedly sacred reli-
“gicus documents, However important they may be s
Titerature: Religioris are pervasive’ sociological pheno-
miena and religions myths have lohg persisted in hu.
man history.” In” spite of the fact that human  beings
have found religions to be uplifting and a source of
solace, we do not find their theological claimi’ts e
true. Religions have made negative as well as posi-
tive contributions toward the development of human
civilization. Although they have helped to build hos-
pitals and schools and  at their best, have encouraged
the spirit of love and charity, many have also caused
human suffering by being intolerant of those who did
niot accept their doemas or creeds. Soms religions
have been fanatical and repressive, narrowing human

‘ticsl, “soeishcand veligious e
‘these claudabledraits from  his political and profis-

=fetishes .

He Had imbibed gil

siOénal Guoru M. Al Finnah ‘who-unfortunately - ended
h1s career as Pakmt'm 'S fc«unde; leader. SR

M‘; Ch;ag}a was a humaumtaréan first and -last.
His -advotacy of a common civib-law for gl Indians
inclding Muslims  was borh of this humanitarian
spirit - which tramscernds -alli-religious dogpras -and
Ttowas therefore i the fitness: of things that
this diberakminded  Muslim  Statesman: should =have
Been entrused with the task of defending India’s stand
on the issue of Kashmir at the Security Couneil during
a crucial debate on this issoz. He carried out his mis-
%10!1# swith: Brifliant $ueceds’ so-as foearn tha approval

:and breomivms from Fawahariad Nehra o

in the early twenties, be was called to the Bar
and was raised to the Bench in early forties. He was
avpointed the Chief Justice of India after the dawn
of India’s freedom. His famous judgement in Mundra
case cost T.7T. Krishnamachari his ministership at
the Cenire though he wag a close friend of Nehru.

hones, Umitine. pspirations .and precipitating religions o oo

wars and violence.
offered comfort to the hereaved and dving be heldine
forth the promise of an immortal Tife_ they have also
waroused morbid fear and dread. We have found no
;.t':onv‘im:cing evidence that there i¢ 4’ separable “soul”
or that it exists before birth or survives death. We
jmust therefore conclude that the ethical Tife can be
Tived without the illusions of immortality or reincar-
mnation. Huaman beings can develop the self-confidence
.fnecessarv to ameltorate the: humasn dition: and

le'ld meaningful  productive ~lives.

(Contd. from page No. 2)

‘vanons in a broad spirit and rid the country of anti-
Aribal upper casteism, anti-Brahminism and dominant
‘caste favouratism. Then ondy they could be said to
have rendered genuine service to the nation and Aot
Otherwise,

Passing Away of A Great Patrioi

M. C. Chagla has fassed away. Literally he will
‘be leaving a big void in the country in the field of

‘unalloyed  pairiotism and genuine natiomakism . By

“his Hiberallity of outllok and breadth of vision, he has
“set an inspiring example of what an Indian
}?gtrx__qt shq;xld_ be and how he hould behave in p@Oh

THE INDIAN LIBERTARIAN F

While religions have no doubt

Musiim

C};ég‘ia.wa.s éalie.d uém td- serve Lhc country as
High Commissioner of India in  England and as
Union Education Minister and be filled these posts wﬁh

_ emment d:qtmctmn

His patrictism and nationalism were tested when
he had to break away from his Jinnah on the issge
of Pakistan. Till the end of his days, he leman.,d
tionakist to his very core. He deprecated special
to appease Muslims as such on the part of

the Government. Above all, he stood unflinchingly by
. the Fundamental Rights of the citizenn declared by
© theComstitution and vehemently opposed authoruauan

trends in Indian politics.

(Contd. from page No. 3)

couniry was sacrificing much of its money and ﬁ:q
men, to humour him. As Nehru the PM himself dld
nothing 40 answer this charge or reverse this trtmd
no wonder the State CMs and other ministers did not
lag behind. Prondly strutting with a rose pinned tﬁ
his coat, he expected the masses to look upon him &s
s deity. No wonder his successors too behave in the
same provocative fashion .

Looking hack, one feels that it is during the first
few decades of free Indla namely in the Nehry era,



that wiztyy undesirable (hings such as those mentioned
above, were allowed to takeiroot .amd Nehro st
blame for it all: Once the :country’s politicians; had
been thus sct on the wrong track of estentation by
Nelwu daring his life time, the trend had been well
established for Todig’s political field o b dominatad
by ‘uniabashed self-seekers: The way that Nehra had

given-the,go-by.to:Gandhism, in-the administration-of
the country, even while paying lipisympathy to'it, is
probably his greatest and most unforgivable crime for,
it:ds responsible for the many evils of today; and the
._alarmmg dorrndall an standards of pubhc morahty

Doub‘tlessh unntlll & now leader merces in. thF
c(}uﬂ;ryy who cap put snd end to the evils.that -Nehruo

aud MNehruism had ghvin birth 40, dn. every sphere- gl

Hdife inthe: coyntry (among which -we can-even.cousn!

teday’s: shy-rocketing - inftation} theredds ‘oo h@i}iﬂ, Al
we would not. and up-in chaes and-pin. :

;.:So’:_wh;; ask people to emulate Nehru at this eri-
tical juncture of our history, even after coming to know
o, what a bitter road he had set India:on, o ifs.very
germinal.state? Had free India.ip: ifs ﬁrsi years. been
inthe hands of a genline. (mndhlam andmot-a_pseudo

Gandian. like Nébry, it would not.baye been fotlering

in fts fourth decade overweighed. by, Lo and. order.pic-

\_blams and that of mﬁamn bluckmarketmg and, cor
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