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The creation of a thousand forests is in oneg acorn.”?

Ralph Waldo Emerson

HNo good thing has been or can be en- TAXATION 15 THEFET

Jeved by us without having first cost

lgbor. And iInasmuch as most good What is needed is not "iax refommi
things are produced by labox, it fol- which is a euphemism for "tax him
lows that all such things of right more and me less'; not more taxes on
belong to those whose labor has proe business which is, after all, ultima~
duced them. But it has so  happened tely passed on to the consumer; not
in all ages of the world, that sone more taxes on more things or on Yhad?
have labored, and others have withe things like cigarettes, poor housing,
out labor enjoved a large proportion or luxury cars; not tariffs or save
of the IfLruits. This is wrong and ings or deficit spending or inflation
should not  continue. To securs to or any other gimmick that peliticians
gach laborer the whole product of his pull to hide the magnitude of theft
laboy or as nearly as possible, is a from the wage earner. What is needed

worthy obiect of any good govermment. ! is an end to taxes entirely!™

Abraham Lincoln 1847 David K. Walter, Dizectox
_ _ Society for Individual Liberty

_ HENRY_ GHORGE TODAY?

“With unemployment reachfifig alarming pioportiums -- the value of the dollar
depreciating daily due to the inflationary spiral -~ loge of confidence in
the private sector -- the drastic drop in home building -~ in public service
swelling in numbers and dincomes to astronomical costs -- with clamour for
wage indexation -- tax indexation =-- prices justification. More boards, com-
missions, handouts, special privileges, higher tariffs and import guotas.
Need we add to that dismal list of govermment mismanagement and economic mad-
nesse before we say Y"VES" -- give Gecrge a go.!

PROGRESS - Australia - - OQotober 1975
It seems everything has been tried except a return to compliance with
natural law to permit the economic system to operate However it cannot
fdo 50 unless there is also a change in the land tenure system - until the
annual rental value of land is collected for the support of government and
all Taxes on individuals and production are abolished. IT CAN BE DONEI
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FOR LAMND'SAKE
John T. Tetley

Increase in tawxes can cause pros-
perityl Let's be blunt about it -
let's place a high tax on all land -
and remove all taxes on ilmprovements.
The result should be a drastic drop
in selling price of land. This
should bring land onto the market -
much, Land now held cut of use would
be made available foxr production.

Opportunity will open for employe
ment which should multiply  and in
the natural course of events bring
about increased wages and lower pri-
ces for evervthing. Under such cone
ditions there should be no need for
monetary inflation. It micght be exw
pected that crime would diminish, the
environment improve and life be more
enjovable. What are we waiting for?

Welcome back o FRAGMENIS. Not
sgen for some time along comes a new
issue and by way of explanation "Af-
ter all, what we say is more import-
ant than what the calendar savs.Since
our principles are eternal, our the-
oughts are timeless, and our articles
care designed for posterity,mere dates
are lrrelevant.” Agreed. Nice to
have you back.

Malthus Up To Date: In From the
Bditor - Jan. = Feb. INCENTIVE: TAX~
ATIONY"#1F the whole present popula~
tion  of the worlde--all 3.7 billion
pavple were put ingide U.§. borders,
the resulting density would not be
much greater than that of Bngland to
day.” taken from FORTUNE July 1973
. Does becoming involved in governw

ment imply becoming involved in pol-
itics? :

Wihat is meant by politics?y
itics & dirty word?
ians crooks?

Is pol-
Are all politicw

Does becoming involved in politics
imply becoming involved in party pol-
itics?y

To what extent should citizerns be -«
come involved in -

A =-=POLITICHE
B --Parry Politics
CawPolitical fction
De-Government Activities
I am not even going 1o suggsest any
answers to these guestions, but wvou
might iike to think about them.

Times and conditions change =~
Principles do not change.

Is this the only way it can be done?

Ig this the best way of doing it7?

RAISI¥S BUELIC REVENUE
THE NATORAL WAY

The General Froperty or Heal Hstate
Tax provides the bulk of public revenue
for most communities din  the U. 8,
This is in actuality itwo seperaie taxe
@s. One is a tax on land and the oth-
er a tax on improvements which are
placed on the land. An assessment of
valuation is determined. The amount
desired to cover expenditures which it
is intended-are to be met by this tax
igs  determined. It is then simply a
matter of arithmetic to set the rate
of tax which must be applied.

In most instances there is one rate
applied to both land and improvements.
Theoretically values change constants
ly. FRoughly land wvalues have & tend-
ency to increase. Improvements éven
though kept constantly in good repair
do tend to depreciate.

It is suggested that consideration
be given te the following points:

As land increases in wvalue an ine-
crease in tax rate on the land would’
tend to do twe things; one, decresse
its delling price, and two, discourage
holding land sut of use for spéculae-
tion.

On the other hand a decrease in tax
rate on improvements would tend to

~lower. their ~selling price thus efie -

courage making improvements. This in
turn provides eiployment not oniy for
persons directly engaged inh construce
tion but also to persons inh producing
geods and services.

This is a brief explanation of what
is known as Incentative Tmuation.

Then, as production increases, there
is demand for more land to be brought
into production and thus put on the
tax rolls at higher tax rates and on
the market at lower selling prices.

This is not an arbittary situation,
however, there is a natural market
value for land. This should be the
assessed value - 100% market value.
Land cannot be assessed higher. When
it is assessed at 100% of market value
and the tax rate dis high enough to
take for the community the full asnnual
rental value of the land - +then thexe
probably will be noe need to tax ime
provements at all.

That is the situation of tzus in-
centive taxation - taking 100% of the
hanuwal rental value of land. In other
words, ralsing public revenue the nats
ural way.

To learn all about it -~ enroll for
the basic course in economic princi-
ples offered by the Henry George
Schools in study groups or by cory-
gspondence.,
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