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Taxes and Rehabilitation

With growing speculation that tax zsseszments
eoutribute o property deterioration, or cone
versely, that neglected property offers 2 tax
dodge, a definitive study is needad by the Board
of Aldermen, The Board geeras to be of one

s

mind on the study, judging by its 390 approval
of & resolution offersd by Aldermes Harold L
Elbert and Johs A, Bartorius,

Critics =ay the present system seems 1o
eperate against the property owner, whose as-
sessment i3 raised 83 soon as he makes fme
provements, whether they increase the prop
arty’s real value or mersly contribute 1o neiple
borhood beauntification,

Beal estate and neighborhoad sssoclations,
socdologists and tay authorities, recemtly bave
become insdstent on the mesd foo changes in
gtate and local tax procedures, The vresent tax

¢, Toule Globe-Temoreat

Surprise! Junior

acks

Thiz is almost lke °
news: The Erie (Pa)

furmula s based on the assessed valuation of
propertve-and this includes land plus improves
menis,

Some sdvocates propose silding tex exempe
tong for property improvements, Seme would
penalize land owners for not improving prope
4 specified number of vears, i it
appasved the intent was to unload w8 large-
seale redevelopment or land-use project for an
inflated orofit,

Undoubledly some tax exemption on [mprove-
ments would encourage rehabilitaiion of dete-
riorated property. This would pecessitate &
change In the laws which require s equal tax
on lanel and improvements, To base new valyes
mainly on the worth of added improvements,
geems unjust end ignores the socic- economic
importance of the innd & a seighborhood or
sammunity,
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Single Tex' ldea

‘man bites dog” tvpe of
Junior gmm%m.q of Cor

merce has come out lor the Henry George ides of

the “single ¢
wmwwﬁwﬁmm%%

Charles A. Hall, chairman of 4
ation commities of the Brie

&"—that is, taxing land instead of

e land valus tax.
“Jayeess” and a

former president of the organization, anneunced
the setion. He sald the Frle gronp ls “the Hest Junlor
Coof ©in the U. 5 lo codorse the idea of exempHng
buildings and buprovements from property tanation, and
shifting the tax to land valpes”

He said the loeal T of £ "will ¢

campaign 1o have the

Erte ity council adopt the tax shife”

“Unfaxing buildings,” Hall declaved, “will Just natural-
Iy produce more construction af every kind, This will not
onty put construction psople to worls it will vesult in

88 weli as those engaged §

Jnore work for loggers, miners, truckers, factory workers, T .-
t agricniture”
Tt will be interesting 1o see

if Friz adopts the {dea. The

effect could be & “shot in the arm” for that clity's economy

—=gnd if emulated mwvm%?? vould have mﬁsmmmﬁzwa and

signiffeant resuiis.

LABOR,

BATURDAY, JANUARY ¢, 1963,

0Pficdel Newspaper for 18 Standard
Rallroed Labor Organlzations
THE CITIZENS OME BIG TAX ISSUE, snd most seyious tax B G

M@%

taxr lsopholes, 3& in fack,

lewm, iz not to abolish or reducs the Income Tax, to plug

bazes, as sush, o alls I%

is WHICHE SOURCE of only two veslly basle sourcesm, should

wo ume or use Cirsbt. This issue ﬁ 1 Foros o reweibi ing of

tax-aducation programs in and out of s
itables To got the faste write fovr FRED sovies of:

ﬁmﬁa%ﬂwg Challenged jand

18 ineve
1) Taw

sohonls: it

2) & Tax Image Thot Will sﬁuowwmw

Taxegs Both vital to wwmﬁmg and the axtieCommniet é

Public Revernue Educatimm

Couneil

Room 308708 Clive, £t. Louls 1,00.

TAXES:

Assessors confarence
takes Hrst-ever look
al taxos on land value

The Int] Association of Assossing
representing 3060 US
assessors and app

al convention i

Omwca rs,

exempting by

Plunners of the Monres!
Lighted their new interest ir
i it the lead-off spot f opening
sessiore H. Browson Cowass, of Ottaws, 1o
search divector of the Interpational Rescarch
Commiter on Beal Estate Toxation, supgested
this practuical test of the site-value ta
1 the assessors: “What do the people
shoul 1 where they have adopted i

His answers: 1) % of New ZFe
towns  now use the method and all

cadopled @ by vole of laxpavers, 23 Aus-

tralia’s two largest chies, Svdrey {populalion
2.2 milliony and Melbouroae {16 mullion) use
the method, and 3} Australis “has swung al-
most completely o the site value” since 92%
af the munic cd arca of that continomt
now uses the SYSESI,

These successes have brought the method
wide sitention on this conlinent, he continy
aid it owas  this “oonsidevable  discussion”
which prompied the assessors’ program com-
miltee to fnvite bim to speak. He poinied ot
1wl Pennsylvanda in 1937 lew 47 of s cities
\50? the plan if local oitizens wanted, and
that legisfaters in Califorsia {MNews, r}rv
and Michigan wre studying the iden.

As interest in %3 IrOWS, DEO are going
to ask guestions,” sald Cowan. “And i the
end they ars going o ask vou these guies-
tions: Will this stand up? How will & afect
the amouni of taxes collenled? How will

affect slums? How will it alfect mortgage in-
vearment? Ity important vou be informed.

Whan the 200 del awmmﬁ wers given an opn-
porlunily to question Cowan, ose man called.
“Uiive us your answers (o thoss questions you
just raised. How much do vou collect under
that  system?’ Cowan  explained that  the
amount collected was the same as under pres-
ont Cr systermns, with m::. the rate varying.

%w@ﬁ@w@ mmx ﬁ%&wm@m as
New York slection Issue

Fiesh from hot word batiles over housing in
Manhaitan, Rep Pawl A. Fino, Republican
hopeful for New York Ciiy council president,
lags properly taxes as “the tost imporiant
cause of slum growih.,” Assertas Fino

“The current rez! estate fax schedule has
the effect of making decay and detericration
EmmEEm i that the assessed value of the
building tix question—and thus taxes—will de-
cline while . . . rents remain at previous levels.
The [Mayor] Wagner administration has be-
come the silent pariner of ihe slumiords. Wag-
ner's tax system iuakes it possible for the
stumiords {0 pay lower taxes if they allow fheir
properties lo decay and fall into ruin, Wagn
set-up makes slums more profitabie than legiti-
mate and honest housing,”

Froms House & Home, Americals

Blggest Imdustyy ileathly for

America's Bliggest Industrye
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