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Last year, alter geveral years of inactivity in adult
Bducstlion programs, we reituvned to the fundamenital task of
relaying our message to the adult public. Classes were larger
than ever, dus malinly to the timeliness of our course. Those
comﬁletinv the course repeated these sentinments over and over
again.

The basic course ”Pragrﬁss and Poverty"” will be given again
at the locations noted below. We hope that you will pass the
schedule on to any of your interested friends.

Students having completed “Provress and Poverty” may register
f@f "Protection and Free Trade', anday$ Sept., 11th at 8
0'clock at the Plainview-01ld Bethpage Library {(Staff Room}.

Valley Stream  (Memorisl Jr. High) Sept. 18 Mon, 136

Seaford {(High Schoel) Sept. 26 Tues. 214
Massapegua (Berner H.S.) Sept. 13 Wed. 127
Westbury {High School) Sept. 27 Wed. 138
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PROM OUR EDITORIAL DESK

it seeus appropriate, after an hiatus of several years,
to repeat to our readers our purpose as stated aine years

. ago, in our firsi edition. We intend %o offer critical

gevaluations of exlsting_problemsg- suggesting as we do SO,

posgsible solutions.
: ©w

We do not imply, that we have the cure-all for every -
major dilemma, for no single answer will sufflce, 'in a
world ag complex as ours. No magic wand can be waved, nor-
can we accept the notion that astute pplitical polemicists
can permanently solve the social and economic malfunciions
of our society. We do know, however, that before an intell-
igent solution can be offered to sny problem, its fund«
amental cause nust be explored and understood. '

With this in mind, we add our cmzll volce to . the caco-
phony of journalism. : :
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The Long Island Georgist is published quarterly by the
Lonz Island Extension of the Henry Georgs School.?f

S@cial Scisnce. The School is chartered by the University
af the State of ¥ew York and courses ars iresg, as & public
service. Purtner information regarding the School may be
obtained by writing or phoning to:

6% Cedar Drive
Plainview, New York 11303

516 938-0564

Editorial Staff: Pat Favino
' Stan Rubensieln
Sam Scheck
William: Schlitter
Lisa Selhorn

The;Leng Island Georgist-wélcomes"comments from its readers.

Reassessment - JIts Time Has Come

Reactlions are mixed as early returns trickle in from
those localitlies that have complied with the court mandate
of reassessment of all properties at market value. Because
of gross inequities in our methods of assessing properties,
the courts have done what nelther assessors nor legislators
had the courage to do. I% was no-easy decision, for decades
of inequalities had to be rectified, thus raising taxes
for some and lowering them for others. And what with the
general trend in higher properiy taxes, there is bound to-
be many an anxious moment until that fateful date.

In Nassau County, by 1981, all properties(both land and
buildings) will be reassessed at full market value. This
interim period need not be a period of anxiety and frus-
tration but rather a time of reflection, a chance 1o ex-
plore some of the alternatives at our disposal. Onme such
method is being explored in the State Assesmbly.

Assemblyman Martin Feldman, a Suffelk County leglislator,
requested the Center for Local Tax Research, a private,
non-profit organization, to conduct a study in which land
was. assessed at full market value, leaving improvements at
their present assessment. The study demonsitrated that eight,
out of ten homeowners would benefit, that is, pay less taxes,
if land were assessed at full value. This contrasts with ‘
the town of Islip, recently reassessed at full market value.
on land and building where approximately 50% of the home=

" owners benefited, .

In the Deer Park District (the Huntington Town portion-
0of the Half Hollow Hills School District), seventeen '
hundred parcels were examined, extrapolating the necessary:
data. This district, almost exclusively one family resi- -
dentlal dwellings, centers on Deer Park Road and is bounded
on the south by the townline betiween Huntington and Babylon
and on the north extends about 3000 feet north on the Long
Island Expressway. The area contains about thirteen hundred

parcels, three hundred and twenty six vacant parcels, three
- commereial parcels and nine large parcels not classified
- as vacant, but malnly open space. ~

| (Qon?t on page.im)
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The Biggest Fraud in History

The origins of titles toc land on Long Island are‘most
curious and interesting indeed, especially since they lay
the foundation for all property righis in our society; The
importance of these documents 1is exetnplified in todayis
land suits by various Indian tribes such as the Mashpee
Indians of Massachusetts, the Naragansetts of Rhode Island,
the Devils Lake Sioux of South Dakotajy the Passamaquaddy of
Maine, etc. ‘ - _

In the 10bbj‘df,thelTown Hall of Islip on Main Street,
encased in glass, 1lie several such antique documents, yellow

with age, barely legible. They are the original pllls of sale

of large tracts of land from Indians to whites in Islip.

The earliest is dated June 10, 1701, and reads:"Nopanog
Indian of Soacotak to John Mowbray between Pengtaqgit and
Watchogue Creek for a certain sum of money in wand". The
others are of similar import.

These deeds are obviously of gquestionable legzaliiy, if not
downright ludicrous. This Nopanog Indian Qf Soacotoa,rhad
no deed or bill of sale on his part of present as proof of
ownership. Nor did the Indians of the other deeds. Also,
there were no assessors, assessing offices or departments,
land title andsguarantee companies as yet.

A valid deed, such as a deed to a car, shows the purchase
from the original owner, the maker of the_car._who is the
original owner or maker of the land between Penataquit and
Watchogue Créek sold by a Nopanog Indian ?f Soacoﬁok to
John Mowbray for "a certain sum of money in hand."? If a
deed could be obtained from Him one would have a truly clear
and unassailable title to this land. :

0dd thoughts probe the mind. Did the land belong to the
Indian because he was the first one there? What about the
as-yet generation of children? If the land¢did not belon
to the Indian, to whom did it belong? - _ -

on July 4, 1976, came the famous Declaration of Independence

i : ] f gov-
and the Revolutionary War. In the latter, the Treins o
ernment and tne control of land were Wrested“from England.
In the former was the famous statement that all men are

created equal, that they were endowed by their creator withf:_

certain unalienable Rights, That amoung theSe are Life,

— Lol e 3 L len T mmsuas 14 AP Toininacaell
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The words "among these" imply that there may be other
unalienable rights. One of tuese may well be the egual right
to the land of the United States because without this right
to land one does not have an equal opportunity to pursue the
other unalienable rights. Land 1s the basic necessity of all
production. This right wasrnoi mentioned directly in the
Declaration of Independence but was left indeference to
State®s Rights for the States to administer as their right-
ful sphnere of influence. All the State Constitutions spec-
ifically mention this right. Our own New York State Consti-
tution of 1777, Article 1, Section 10, says: "The peojple
of the State in their right of sovereignty possess the
orlginal and ultimate property in and %o all lands within
the Jurisdiction of the State." :

How would one apply this princiole retroactively to the
sale of land from the Nobanog Indian of Soacotek to John
Mowbray? Presumably, there was a third party involved, and
that was the general public, later to become the peossle of
the State of New York. This third party is the important
one. The people's original and ultimate property in the land
is still recognized by law in the right of "eminent domain®,
which right is exercised by various levels of government in
condemnation proceedings prior io the making of capital
improvements.

This Indian of Soacotok and John Nowbray were buylng and
selling land that did not belong to them. When no one
challenged their right to do so, ipso facto it became

right. Sqhatter's rights are obtained the same way. Even-
tually this process of making into private property what is
basically public property resulted in the disenfranchisement
of the land from the people, so that today most of tihe

land in the United States is owned by a relatively few ;
people while most of the people own little or no land. The
result 1s inequality of opportunity in the use of this unigue
commodity which is so basic and indispensable in the pro-
dpetion of wealth. o

Robbed of his land, it is little wonder that the Indian
could not survive on the same basis as before. Mother earth,
to the Indian, belongs to all, for there was no such concept
as private ownership of land 1n his vocabulary.



_Apropos -

If every man, woman and child in New YSrk paid an equal

amount in state and loecal taxes in fisecal 1975-76, that amount

would have ‘been $1,139 94,

It was $115 ‘higher in the previous year, and was the second
highest per capita tax load in the United States, Alaska
having the dibious honor of being the highest taxed state
in the nation._

After a decade of belng taxed and regulated into oblivion,
capital is virtually on strike in the United States. The
result is a fundamental imbalance between a rising labor

-7 -

"Protectionism" has once again,become an 1mportant issue,
to wit, Newsday's editorial position. ‘

‘Preezing out Japanese television seis, Buropean steel and
Brazilian shoes has strong political appeal now because 1%
looks like the easlest and guickest way to save a few thousand
American jobs. Actually, import restrictions can- only wind up
costing jobs-millions of them. In the long run, sealing off
the American Market by imposing quotas and tariffs would
invite retaliation, dry up intermational trade and inevitably
lead %o a2 world-wide depression of the 1930's type.

AT - gy OEn S aoR T A P T e OXD o i g . o IO N M T W I R et 4 e e

Progress Magazine, an Australian Georglst journal, comes up.
with the latest statistics concerning somé of the effects of
land value taxation. In the metropolitan area of Perth, Hedo

in Australia, 17 localities tax land values only; they exper-
ienced a 34% increase in total number of dwellings during a

five year period. The nine localities taxing both land and f
buildings experienced a slight decrease in the same time period. .

force and the tools needed to employ people productively.,._
Although there are many causes of the reluctance to invest,
the taxation of income from business investments 1is certalinly
among the most important.(First Chicago World rReport) ‘
---.-----‘.—.{.:j-...f;:-ji;,q -------------------------
_ Robert Reno, Newsday Economics Writer, had some inter-
esting and not too complimentary remarks about the state of
economists todday. Some of these thoughts have been echoed .
in these journals in the past. : :

In the country districts of Western Australig, 36 locale-
ities taxed land values only; they experienced a 13% increase
in total dwellings during the above time period. The 69 . .
localities taxing partly land values only and partly land and
buildings together experienced a modest 5% increase. The more

"meonomics is probably the only discipline existing in the %2§grggs taxed and buildings untaxed, the more new consiruction

late 20th Century in which one recognized experit can win the : | ———— e o e s o 5 o e e e
Nobel prize for theories that another Nobel prize winner in
the same field might consider baloney. In a sense, economistis
are still at ‘the state geographers were in 1491 when 1earned
men still debated whether -the world was flat or round. "
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Following are excerpts from NeWSday (Letters to the Editor)
by Dr. 5. Scheck: :

Although farm prices had doubled the previous five years, last
year they almost doubled again~in Just one year, Now we know ’
why food prices are so high, and escalating constantly.

A federal task force on housing costs has concluded that }
gedzral,istate ?nd Local gOVernment regulations are prime An exception to this trend was New Jersey where farm acreage.
actors in escalating housing prices. Patricla Harris, -} fell more thanm 50 per cent. Under its 100 per cent reassessment

Secretary of Housing and Urban Development, said government
regtrictions on land use and construction were primarily
responsible for housing cost increasss._

program land, which had been grossly underassesged, was assessed
equally to other property. Since the tax on vacant land was in-
creased dramatically, the price dropped dramatically, much to
the benefit of young farmers starting in business . Also, gince
more taxes were collected from vacant land, homeowner's taxes
dropped three to five per cent, and commerical and industrial
taxes dropped 20 to 30 per cent. Of course, this sncouraged

"~ ‘business, reduced unemployment, and accounts for New Jersey
being No. 5 (1976 figures) in the United States in per caplta
incomeoscecos _

A rscent study.by the Rutgers Center for Urban Policy
Research sald that governmental delays and regulation add
1 to 2 per cent a month to the price of a new house. The
study sald that local communities are passing on the costs’
of roads, streets and sewer plants to builders and homeowners,
costs which the communities once absorbed.
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How To Make The Property Tax Work

Death and taxes share not only thelir lnevitablility, as the
old saying goes, but the quality of reception they are accorded,
Some taxes, like death, are regarded as more merciful or less
unwelcome than others. The generally accepted standards may
be stated as adeguacy, equlty and economlc consequence.

An sdequate tax is one that raises enough revenue to pro-
vide the service desired. It should not be so small as a
nuisance to pay, collect and administer. Nor should it be so
large as to destroy the very source that must bear it.

As for eguity, the perception of any tax should be that it
is fair elther to those who pay, those who receive 1its beneflts,
or both.

The economic consequence of the tax should, on balance, be
positive;. that is, the levy should encourage sound devel—
opment, production, investment and employment. If it can't do
all that good, it should at least do as little harm as possible.

By all three standards the properiy tax as currently admin-
istered in New York State falls. The $9 billion it raises 1is
higher than any other state by far and the percapita pay-
ment 1s exceeded only by Alaska. There are taxpayers who
find 1t confiscatory and property owners whose abllity to pay
is damaged or even destroyed by the tax itself.

The economic consequence of the property tax on New York
State is possibly the most barmful of all. It discourages
investment, development, improvement, sound growth and vital
communities while it rewards deterioration, abandonment,
sprawl and speculation.

The most insidious form of discrimination is that which
taxes the itwo components of real property differently -
land 1ightly and the improvements heavily..In New York State -
we are supposed to tax both the same. In fact, in most jur-
isdictions larnd is assessed very poorly if at all, and im-
provements, whether they be residential, commerclal or in-
dustrial, are assessed as c¢losely as possible. The result
is that we make it very profitable to keep land from beling
properly improved, at the same time that we discourage new
improvements and even the rehabilitation of older properties,

fDarnnalwmdsnid Farmm MarraAdaossl

uf

figure for¥ all time.
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There are some people who are so fed up with the irrat-

ionality of the property tax that they propose doing away
with it altogether, and raising revenue from another BOoUrce.
the fact is that New York State already taxes income, sales
and other sources more than elsewhere. We have been so pro-
gressive in our taxation that we have progressed just about
every form of income producing activity out of the state and
into our competitive neighbors of Connecticut, New Jersey

or points south and west, where such taxes don t exist or
are now coming into belng, at a much lower level. It seems
hardly likely that the $9 billion raised in New York Siate

by the property tax is going to be replaced be any other form
of taxation. At this juncture in New York State we are faced
with the prospect of a major revision of our propery taX.

The courts will no longer tolerate different kinds of pro-
perty. They will not tolerate different motions of assess-
ment in different jurisdictions. The courts have in effect
mandated that all zssessment reflect 100 per ceni full value.

The way in which we can make the property tax work for .-
us instead of against us is to simply eliminate the biases
to which 1t is now subject. The most fundamental one is the
bias for land. If we could begin the process of assessing
property at 100 per cent with the land, we can at once
achieve a substantial amount of property tax rellef for the
homeowner who bears the greatest burden. Perhaps, most
important, we would be striking the first blow for sound
econgnmic developmentg

We must make it clear ithat assessment is not a fixed

It is an estimation of a value at a
given time, which may and does change, and it must be Kep?l
up-to-date annually. Unless the taxing Jurisdiction is
capable of performing an annual assessment, any outside
reassessment. at any given time is a waste of taxpayer money.

Now we may hear the argument that 100 per cent assesSsment
of land value 1s likely to push development at so rapid a

pace that we®re going to gobble up all of our vacant land

at once. This fear 1is also unfounded. Some land, desirable
for develppment, may become available at less than an -
exorbitant price. Owners may not be able to speculate
foreveer while paying a minimal tax. At the same time, those-
lands which we want to preserve might be a whole lot cheaper
to acquire.

: LCon t on page 11).
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THE TAX TO END ALL TAXES

The April-May 1978 edition of the prestigious American
Heritage Magazine contains a feature article by David Hapgood
entitled "The Tax To End All Taxes™: Where is Henry George
Now That We Need Him"?

Space prevents us from adequately summarizing the fine
article but its tone cdn be gleaned from its conclusion.

"In less strictly economic terms, George's vision of assur~
ing both freedom and fairness in access to natural resources
is particularly appealing today. Any reader of Progress and
Poverty can figure out how George would answer the pressing
questions of our times. Instead of trying to prevent pollution
by regulation, he would tax polluters heavily enough to moti-
vate them to clean up their messes. He would allow private
enterprlse to mine minerals and oil and other fossil fuels,
but he would tax away that part of the profit due to exclu-
sive access to the gifts of mnature.

Doubtless he would apply the same prlnoiple in the developing
debate over the mining the ocean floor, taxing in this case
for the benefit of all humanity - an attractive alternative
to mining for the benefii only of multinational monopolies .
or authoritarian governments or lnoompetent internatlonal
agencies.

Beyond this, George‘s view of the world around us as a trust
t0o be preserved rather than a conquest to be looted is in
harmony with cur growing awareness of the limits of nature.

In this most profound sense - that we are all tenants on this
earth, and owe rent for how we use and misuse it - Henry
George speaks To the present and the future as eloquently as
he did %o the past.™ _

In addition to a concise biography of Henry George, American
Heritage also has included some very interesting photographs
of George and his family. There are alsc several cartoons
1llistrating George and his view.

of exploring contempory issues.
as soon as arrangements have been finalized,
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{Gon‘t from page 3)

By reassessing land at full market valus, over 80% of -
nomeowners would benefit through decreased taxes, while oths
dwelilers will have increased taxes. Generally, those wiih
inprovements assessed high will benefit, while unimprogee
property or those with very low value improvements Willi o
nore tares. HResidence properties which have improvemantis
as a grouy BT taxes. However, other categories ol nro
periy, for szamplie, vacant land will pay more as weli =z
other unaevo&opod classes.

Y e
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Full value assessment on land shifts the tax dburden Irom
hizhly developed intensive uses, such as a private howme on 2
small lot, to those properties that now sajoy major tax
benefits, such as large, mostily open areas.

#ull value assessment om land, besides having significant
bensfits to homeowners, would provide the necegsary ilncen-
tives to develop under-used land in those zreas whars devel-
opmeot is 1es§red The addes advantage of allowing gho“ Ly

for deveioymeﬂt and better maintenance. How maﬂy_moro
would be created, how much more merchandlise would be sold
locally by wexsmpting improvements from any further Iincrease

cand piacing ihe tax more heavily omn land!

(Con't from page 2)
The fact, is that 1004 assessment, pariiculary of land value,
ig eminently feasibls, relatively painless, cerialnly far
more sensgible than oo;*ﬁo somebody inspect every fiziture in
every nevw house and severy fink oho& attic or basement. And
it s rataner quick, and ceritainly accurate, 1f we are able
to wtilize the new technology of the computer and we certalie-
1Yy 8.
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After three successful Alumnil meetings this psst Speriuz,
the Long Island Bxtepsion will contipnue with 1is program
Details will be made avallable




