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Politicians ‘Know Thyself i

¢

i By Frederic Bastint

;
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Indira Congress Congregation recently heid
st Defhi has again hegun thinking of perpe-
tuating ifs authoritarian rule over the country
ky declaring a state of Emergency in the coun-
trv and depriving the people of their eivil rights
and freedoms. The partv hag cbvicusly failed
£y give a good and efficient Government toihe
pecple as promised during the 0
tions. The vegional problems as in North-East-
ern region and in Kaghmir have so far defied
any solution, thus

o1
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a

vise o state of
almost anarchy and disorder in fhose states.
Covarmunal  flare-ups  particularly in Unilie

provinees, the home state of the Prime-Minisi

riving
\“31 N 1““1‘.‘!

ergelf, sre ommiousity freouent despite  Uhe
Central and State Covernment’s dubious ab

Comn

ternpts to piesse and hnmour Muslim Et S
nalism by giving recogmition in Urdu as the

official medium in & mental Cffices 'aw‘

. denied o

{ : ,,ﬁmunshf over the  iast thirty
dependence in view of the Parild

which the Muglims had sought just i5 1§

Cis, £ ‘:iu.,rs i

theiv political lingnistic and enletural inter-
ects. The pariitioning of India does not sesm

safisfied these separvationist  avpetites
of the Muslims who °1‘e 56l teft behind in
india that iz Bhacat, but on the other hfmd
it hag wheited them fsjil the more once argi
proving that unprineipled corapromizes arvived

Lo have

&

fitician ow Thyself’

a1 out of needs of nower-pelitics make confu-
sion worse confounded. If the viclent agitations
In Northi-Bastern vegions fend to  encourage
regional and racial secescionism the demands
i Indian Muslims for administiative sutong-
my of ‘the Aligarh LTn%zremié;}J and linguiztic
in covrse of thue, lead to the

al Yy x granted
region where
entrated. These
expressed open-
1ng of public opinion in the
after the asrson, Yoot and

STV

22 Eii/f?}.
to them in eeriain tracis

in
the Muslim population iz cong
fesrs and misgivings have been
v by certain sectio
United  Provinces

w3

bloodshed  that  occcurred  simulfaneously o
certain ftowns and  loealities  where  Mushim

population was concenirated. It is therefore a
pity that the Governwent for petiy political
ralng, should go out of ils way o encourags
n}mmtmal sepervatist tendencies which were in

ence in India before partilion and w g
uit;ma?ely resulied in the vi szection of the

country, Candhiji snd Rojendraprasad and a
hogt of natlonalist leaders have been  proved

right in hoiding thai cartition would not solve
the comrmunal problemn bl only ageravate it

In the absence of divect evidencs to suoport
any participation of RES or any political party
i these comymunal victs, it will be anly fair to
seevibe o suodern spate of communal rints 4o
the tendency of the »rezent Government o

f044



demands of coni-

THE DETERIGRATING ECONOMY

people are in no way
present Government. The

Eeonumically, the
EBetter off under the
farmers of the rural areas, long suffering guist-
ty in thelr poverly and destifuticn are becom-
ing restive and desperate and are rising in
vevolt against the Government. The revolt of
the rural population in the agricultural sector
which began in Maharsehtra is rapidly spread-
ing to other states like Gujrath, Karnatak and
Madhya Pradesh. The Maharashira Govern-
ment has quickly vielded to the formers in cer-
tain of their demands but the farmers are still
carrying ¢n their agitetion.

It is remarkable that this revelt is led not
hy party Politicians bt independent
of farmers. The oppesition polifical parties have

heen dlmost ignored by these farmers. The
Governmeni's contention that these spanta-

neous agitations are also instigated by osuli-
ciang cannot carry conviction tc any one. On
the industirial front, the situation is no bet-
ter. The city of Bombay, once humming with
vigorous industrial activity, isa scenmce of
hundreds of Industrizl units being closed dowi
due to lapour strikes and at times to the vio-
lence perpetrated by labour on  the iife of
Managing Staff of industrial eoncerns.  Heve
slso politieal opportunism of the ruling party
comes in the way of maintaining law and order.
Labour laws disqualifving a labour Union from
functioning and also penalising the Manage-
rent for unfair practices are not at all enfore-
ed, but adhoc solutions are attempted by the
Government in respect of pavment of Bonus,
penalisation of workmen for the dereliction of
their duties which in the end, oniy lay down
bad precedents for future oceasions. In this
eontext it snav be pointed cut thai the index
toures for cost of living prepared by the Go-
vernment are expected by the workers fo show
from month to month a risipg  trend i the
cost of living. If by chance the index goes down
o hue and ery is raised by the Isbour umions
which perhaps wish that even these [igures
should be manipulated in  favour of workers,
whatever micht be their effect on the prefi-
tability of the concern or factory where they
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leaders

work, If the Government should pamper fo
such impossible  demands of workers in tiese
days of political opportunism one could

imagine how indusiries could thrive and pros-
per under such cireummnsiances,

The Consumers ave in g worse light today
than they were before the present Government
eame to power. During the previous regime,
was no searcity of wheat and other neces-
saries of li'e which were freely available in an
open and free market With all the controls
row introduced, the poor secticn: have nos
been bnefitted. The situations in  procuricng
sssential  comimodiiies i worsening,  with
the price-hike and their scarcity. The Indira
Congress (Gathering at Delhi has called upon
tts party cadres to give full publicity to what
fhe Yovernment has achieved on the economic
front. One wonders, if there is no achievement
to the credit of the Government. Wasal couid
the party workers do except to make the op-
nosition nolitical parties .. the target of thelr
altack for the miserable failure of the Govern-
ment to bring out any tangible good to the
people in controlling the rise in prices, increas-
ing production and ensuring a fair distribution
of it among the consumers.

there

GUNS FOR BREAD

Having failed o ensure national infegra-
tiom among the different communities and
iegions in the country and to enforce Disci-
piine, Law and Order on the Industrial front
< as to increase production and ensure its
equitable distribution among the consumers,
the Government has hit upon the device of us-
ing its mititary and police force to put down
spontanecus peaceful vevolis of the people
against :f. This sheer nonperformance of the
Government is sought to be bypassed hy din-
ning into the ears of the people the probahle
danger facing the country from invasion by
China and Pakistan and the need of the coun-
try to equin itself with guns and war ammuni-
tions at thiz erucial hour rather than tread and

butter.

The wiole trend of the steps Government
and the party in power are taking to exmain
away the ronperformance of he Government
in governiny the country seems fo be create a



political climate favourable for the deciaraézbzz
of Emergency in the country and muzzle
and suppress the expression of dlqcvni‘,ex and
dissatisfaction of the pecple against Govern-
-mental, incmnpebence The authoritarian

Ior blead That Ind%ra Congress. and, Indlra
- Government are moving in. this dlre;tlen is evi-

re-
-gimes always. point to guns when, people ask

he}_cowztry and brought the wholie
nto disrepuie. Some of those eriminais
v:}ms were siinded by the police are said to be
in clcse contact with politicians who take
1_1 lp 13:1 C&”)EU?‘HXO‘ p“ilma DJ)bhu Mrs,

.denced by the exhortation on the part of Con- §n

QIBSS . {3 *eaders g,t theﬁr recent meet; g at
ment. to declare Fmergefnc 7o

Delhi. to the. Gov

_if need be, even.at the cegt sof d,,mccratlc free-
~Gom, on.the pl:ea that. there. is, daﬁgel tG the I

. safety and securlty to Indla fr(}m wxi: m and
without. . :

| A_I;T’H{émmﬁibﬂl CONSTITUTION-MAKING

It mak"’_ one gad to noi;e +§lat the Pmmo
ster had erown. up ‘i’ the traditions
of democ -atic. freedom under her illustrious
Father Jawaharlal WNehru, ‘should EAZOUrag:
such authorifarian trends among her
party memoe

cency, if they were not sure of ‘her taeit or
_ cpen ;suppoxt. The

in futun, Durmg fhe electlons she bromised
sh., would. nmfer

her electoral

a tlght corner m..fac

tind hergelt

cracy is not suited to India and  are

ment, Hmited Deraocracy or full’ ledged

.. aictatorship o be in posed in an ascending- .

_____order of ‘“entrahcsa*mn of power in the hands
- party eligue as in dietafiors

. ,countrzes qnmahst and otherwzse The mnr of

the pmblem lies in crisis of chatacter among.,
“spend . .

most of their time in fﬂlmg their’ pocket: and ..

pohtlczans It is the T‘Ollthla.nS ‘who

those of thelr relations. This corrumtmd soyeads
among the OffIC:lalS ‘and thmw amonﬂ‘
trial magnates Sugar-barons and’” ‘Smugslers,

Tt has been reported that some leading poHii- N

- eiang gre connected: with the police in Bihar
who blinded some  prisoners. an act whicih has

i:c _Ieam _fmrn

owmn
Who would never summon up -
the courage ‘to suggest a declaratmn of emer- =

democratic - world.. launded
her. annoucement of holdmg General elections ]
in 1977 and expﬁced her. to uphold freedom T

*hxnk Qf‘ emergep oy

whe
t‘ai o

- difficult problems she and her colleagues ap- |
pear to be obsessed with the 1dea th.,t dame-g
' tavmc- i 8
with the idea of Presidential system of Gavern- s

indus-, {1 .

iz;’r' ey
leaders tcrimveféhgate inte:the guestion akout

“The' timé" has' ' theréfore ‘come

political” leaders are - Tespousibie
kdown of law sitd order > and erc-

_sion of moral valties in pubtie-life. Our ordi-
pery laws sre more ‘than enough : to put:dawn
corruption and crime provided the Gevernment

and the officials et ‘the tone by Shemsolves

._bemg above such unconscmnab practices. &
WBS, Mahal'na ‘Gandhi who'said that Endia has

;é'west tWo vn'ute's Pubhc Sa¥i-

C(mtci o1
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 JUNE 1948 found paris in twrmoil as
reviolutionary mobs marched through the
streets chanting an ominous. “We won't ‘be

cent away! ...” The French National Assem-

bly had just abolished the National Worksheps .

__the socialistie. plan: to “guarantee work for
every citizen. The workshops. had -proven . o
pe-a social, political. and: economic failure —
just -one-of Mmany idealistic _schcm_es’_'advocatm_
ed by socialist:. demagogues. NOW,  armed
- mnembers. of the disbanded.. National Work-
shops were - building barricades and preparing
to fight for their lost “rights.” .. . A

- e’ June. Revolution of 1 vas thwa
“ed, but'a year-later. France , still. faced’ the
tnreat of socislism. The ‘National Assembly
eehoed with impassioned

speeches  for the
~ salvation of the French people. One of the
“Deputies to the Assembly whe - eonsistently
and, intelligently opposed  the
of “ithe social] theoreticians Was fes
tiat—a modest. quiet-spoken Frenchman who
was courageous in his defence of individual

Teavivg thequiet life
man: for the feverish. life of .3 legislator, Bas-
tiat took with him an indomitable belief that
individuals would work !
pether for the benefit ‘of all so long as govern-
ment intervention did not’ destory-free choice
and voluniarv: exchange.s SWith great clarity
of thoueht he-defined the rtightful purpose
of government authority (the law):

“What. then. is law? It
organigation of the individual right fo 1awiul
defense. )

“upgoh of us has d matural- right—from
ciod—to defénd his person. his liberty. and
his property.
guiremenis of life; and the - presepvaiion of
any one of ther is-completely dependent upon
the rreservation of the other “fwo. - For what
are. our feruities bub the extension of our -
dividnalitv? And what is '
tension of our faculties?

i INDIAN LIBERTARTAN -

tantly. Thus the. it ol
right—its reason for existing, its ‘lawfulness—

WRS thWart» :

demagoguery .
4% Frederic Bas- .

lectively that does not
son ag an individnal. i then the use of force

of @ country gentle-

“harmoniously to-.

_by msurpation.”

1t is the collective

. insight into human nature.

These are the:three basic re-

properiy but an ex-

“If every petsbn' nas the ‘right' to defend

"__even by force—his person; his liverty, al ol

nis properiy, then it tollows that a‘group of
men have the right ‘to organize and’ support.
5 common force to protect ‘these rights con-
the principle ~of * collective

is 'based on individual ‘right.” “And - the" com-
mon force that protects this"collective right
cannot logically have any other ‘purpose OF
any other mission than that for which it acts
as 2 substitute. . Thus, since an individual,
cannot lawfully use force against the person,
liberty, or property of another individual, then

‘the common force—for the same reason—can-

not lawfully be used fo destory the ‘person,

iherty, or property of induvi als Or groups.”

Bastiat continually emphé'éi_zed “the proper

_relationship between, individuals ~rights and
goverpment authority: L

“Individuals’ cannot possess any ‘right col-
pre-exist’ in ‘every per-

by an “individual is justified ~only ‘in seli-
defense, the fact that’ ';_"goi*éﬁifneﬁf “action is
always based on the use of force should lead

‘us to conclude that the proper functions of

government are necessarily limited to the pre-
servation of order, security, and justice.  All
actions of government beyond  this fimit “are

Gq:verﬁhi_éﬁt | ﬂsﬁr’ﬁ:ﬁﬁbf_i

- Basiat comprehended ‘why governments
were allowed to usurp their powers. He was
well-read in politics, history, philosophy, and
religion—subjects  which gave him’ profound

Human nature
was the. root of government_usurpation. He
saw how individuals have a tendency to re-
ject personal . ;‘espozlsi_bi_l_ity_ and to look else-
where for the necessities of Hie:

«pian recoils from efforty: from suffering.
Vet, he is condemned by -neture to thesuffer-
ing of privation if he does make the effort o



wans: g enjov
Iabor of athevs: o srrenge il so that
affort, and ithe satisfaction do not fai
ezch in &0 nature proporiion, but
some woulc pear gll the effort while all
satisfaciion would go to ofhers. .

5 Peera
alway

LiEata)ed
that

the

As pasilal coutinnes, be speaks to current
attitudes in Americs :

“Today, as in the past, nearly everyone
would like to profit by the labor of others. 3
ong dares admit such a feeling: he even h

it from himself. So what does he do?

lmagines an intermediary; he appeals to The
State, and every clags in ils twrn comes and
says o il “You whe can do g0 mstma‘ﬂg and
h‘..--est!v. take frovn the poblic and will

W T

partake of the proceeds”

In other words: “The state is the great
fletitions entity by which evervone seeks io
hive at the expense of everyone eise.”

When individuals refuse toaccept account-
ability and responsibility for their own wsl
fare, they allow the State (the government) to

0 3t the real purpose of the law:

“Under the prelense of  organization,
regulation, protection, or encouragement, ihe
law takes property from one person and gives
it to anoihier: the iaw wm.\) the weaith of all
aricd gives i Tew—y ar farmers, msng-
facturers, shipowners. artists, or comedians.
Under these circumstances, the cer ainly every
class will aspire to grasp the law and Tagie ‘1"iiv

50,7
Human Nafuve

Whiie we sufier the conseguences of gov-
erinment regulations  snd imterference in our

daily lives. Bastict would ask as again fo grasp
the reality of humsan nature:

“Thug do all of us, by various claims and
under one pretext or another, appeals to The
DT aim dissatislied with {he ratio between
my dzbor and my pleasures. o ordey €0 e

P Or perbaps
ttal, which you

restrain inv competitc
l{fn{} me some interest-fie

will have Laken from e Voowners?  Or
bring ap W)y children at the taxpavers’ ex-
pense? Or grant me s subsidy? Or zssine me
a pension Whtﬁi I yeach my fiflies year? By
ihis means I shall aehieve my <ozl with an

easy conscienice, for the law will have acted
for me. Thus I shall have all the advantages
of plunder, without the risk or the digracel”

“AH of ns are petitioning The Stute in this
manner, yeb it has been proven that The State
has no means of granting privileges te some
without adding to the labor of others.”

The process of “plunder” by the State ig
easily seen in Lunent events, Bastial ssks
us 2 guesilen and provides us with a clear,

precize answer ;

Lo e
aw Lake

“Bat how is thiz legal plunder
identified? Quite simply, See if the
from: some persons what belongs io them, and
gives it to other persons to whom it does not
bolong.  See if the law benefits one citizen at
another by doing what the
citizen himself cannot do without committing
& erime.”

the expense of

are advised that “legal plunder
infirnife number {}i
have an indinite numbey

gt tarifis, protection, bem—:w
encouragements,  progressive
taxation, public schools guaranteed jobs, gua-
ranteed profits, minimurn  wages, & right to
veliet, o right to the tools of labor, {ree crediy,
i1, Al these p’_{’" ;
i of

And, we
can ke comrniiied in oan

This we

ang for

S'E.}.h;’;idifis \

oy
:uru P 1

t ? elr Y
sociatism

-with
constituie

While Bastisl was a Depuily in the Natio-
nal Assembiv, he spoke forcefully apainst socia-
lism snd communism. Weakened by fuberenice.
zis. he haet to use his pen rather than his voics
to carry on the fight for freedom. Using styie

that was divect, vivid, and entertaining, he ad-
voeated sound monetary policies, imited GOTE -

Corher. 1480



ment, a balanced budge
and free. trade.

Throtighout his” comprehiensive  writings,
he retdrned to the them of Jaw and liverly. “1%
'15 pob true,” he said, “that thﬂ iuf}cm{m af lfw\:
& to rﬂgu?ate our ccnac' i i
Wﬂls our @ducatmn our
our trade; our talents, or ua.%_s' pleg
function of law is to pm’sec’s the frep exe«r_
of these rlgnts and to prevent any per sOm froms
;nterfermg with the free ‘“Xf’l{il"\i‘ of i:]’*c:,e qame
rlwhts by any OLhEF pe:rscm

fﬂd}.ﬂﬁuai Lhmce

As to ihe matier of individual tiberty, Bas
tiat believed ‘ahar, mdw@uals had bath the
ability and respommzil ty ts plan mezr own
lives' as they best saw fit m‘fhau* Wowm—
men@: mterfﬂ‘ence “He- helieved individuals were
‘z}_d mdsmews and act-

mg upan ‘rhose
e tmomy and co

V1dLB.I d:ome the free maxkeb wm‘ﬁsma‘ md%
ment, and t}*e “’au"bﬁ mterer 567 shopld be well
reaewed S

the vmwpomt E)f the consmmer.: % - =ecaﬁgmici
phenomens, whether their effects be good o
had, must ke judged by the advaniages: amﬁ g~
advaniages they hbring to- ORI SIHTTETS T :

Rastiat elways had individuals (
mers) in ming when he wrote aboul m
pshcy, ‘panking, transporiation,
imports, profits) 19‘30@"' i
ne amjmachpa thme matters, he uph
vidual fiberty and opﬂovea ainreRsive goverz»
ment Thterference. “Above wH_‘ he L,ME qmga
truth bafore him - S o

WA E, ”.’:;

by s
anl

: “In t‘le ecorg nic '«tpﬂew an act, 2 habif on
ingtitution & ‘iaw mm wes not cnly one eifect,
Y g meres Of & | Phe fivet alone i Ynme-

£ ﬂ%{faﬂ"‘{mﬂ with ils canse.
it is seen Th? other ﬂ”’{{ﬂ f.?wif:i:, u-m.y sub-
seque > forfonats

“There
economist and a goad one: __‘_

THE INDIAN LIBERTARIAN S RN

s hirnsetd 18 offpet: ithe good
wumrmwa bd’-stes into a::ceunt bg’ah he! effect
fhat can bee seen and those eifects +that anast
pe forpseel:.: : S

“Yet this dltfelence is. tzemgndous for. it
aimmt happens ma: Whpn the li’“iﬂEC‘ate con
sequence i3, favourabie :Lhat later cc}n equ 10es
are disastrous, and, vie J"hcﬂ e if. mﬂs'“
that the bad ecenomm purmes a small pre-
sent good ihat will be_ followed Wiy A great =vil
to come, while the good econozm«"f :DHESDES . 8
great good to come, at the risk of a small pre-

$ir*

%‘51'11.- evie.

“Bastiat’s’ insight’ into wha‘f iz ’s'a Cand
not seery contracts’ sharply with- ek m"‘ the
ut@dgy nf;muemus Wrﬁmg on econo‘mxcs oi h&
day. He’ had the 'abﬁh‘?y o predent’ serigus
eshnomiie principles in a ‘way that qu easzlm
read and understood by © the averags’ ‘cifizen
Althcugh he posdessed a Keen indsiisct vand
cense of concentration, he” “expressed’ Himself
in simple, frank language. Often, he combin-
et his vworeus k}glc W‘ﬂl bumor baf,ue H’GhV
and wit, 7 )

Although he was an opt fimistic 'd@frsndér ot
tiberty, he was fully sware of -where higpative
France. was heatimfrwjust as.he  Imew whera
any, natlem was headed when pehtlclans were
allowed to create & centralized.. aib %“‘R’EI"f‘J"
govemme*at to achieve social szachves, Wit
nessing --the pelitical . demagoguery.

the
National Assembly, he.was. prowmed t@ wrﬁfe

© «This must Be saidl There gre’ iroo ‘many
‘oreat’ meén in the woridm—Jeszsia orgary
zers. do-gnodefs lcadew of the "Q?O tathers
of nations, and so on, and soon ‘“F‘ec Thatv
persons place ‘themselves‘above Yrenk And: tHey
make a carver ‘of organizing it, patrenizing i,
and ruling it.”

Fdeplorical Warfare

Toéaft we have the same breeﬁ of legisiators
and | dersu_mdnnéuaiq whe ‘gare the caug? of
the B')lm?a% struggle that comfronts &l fﬂ'eﬂ
people.  Bastiat foctises dur attention upon i
ideaiogical wariare meo us m D?‘” W;ﬁ“‘“
in nm*meet"' ; 2




“Actuaily, whaul is the  ‘poliifeal  strus
that we witness? s The inglivciive stvpe
of all people toward Uherty., And w#

hear

mqe- very name makes the
Lrishakes the world? Is'it not
Hibertieseliberty of eonsck

this Iiber’sy,
heat fastdr a2
fhe union of aﬂ.

ende, . of  edoeadion; . of -

the press;, of fravel {_}f - -ae.-;-
of trade? In ..short ekl Sl
the freedom: of -every--:.:piersan."w meakedull v

of: his facwities,; so leng as he does not harm
other persons. while . doing so¥ Iz not Hberty
the destruciion of all despstism—daclnding;
of course, iegal-despotism? Finally, is not bt
erty the restricting of the law only fo its
raticnal sphere of organizing. the. sight: of ihe
mndividual to lawful seif-defence:
wgustzce‘«" ’

*ﬁvw we are exy—w encing th
law-—-law which is’ :supp.gwd o @emﬂ i
dual freedom, not destroy it Covernment.—
the law-—bhas assumed -an ilusionary omnipo-

indivi-

tenece, omnipresence, and  omnisviencs s o
socio-economic matiers
“How 7’ asks Bactlat “dzd poht;mav}q EYETY

weird mea thai the law
produce what 1’5 daes not
centain—the Wealfh ccience. and.re o that;
in a'poszhve SENs ,'confsutuue v}m,speu : :.Is
it due. to the mﬂuezﬂca of our modern writws
011 pubhc aifalrs‘P : ,

“Present-day- WYItG’TSWMESpﬁCiuIIV thnse of
the socialist ‘school: of theught—hase thelr
various theories fpon one ‘commen hypotho-
sisy They divide manking into “two naris
People ‘in general—with bh@ "Y(‘”@tl(} ef the
writer  himself—from the first groap: We
writer, all alome, forms the second ang Tost
important sﬁgup Surehr this is the welrdest
and most conceifed notmﬁ tFaT ﬂm? nnht*‘eﬁ %
human brain!

come to echeve tms
could he made to

writers on public afiairs
paople have within

“Inn fact, these
begin by «uppi}smg that
themsolvec; ng means of dmeemnﬁmt no mott-
vatlan__to action.  'The writers  assume thm.
pecnle” ave inert matter, nassive particles.
mamfmiew% atoms, at best a kind of fegetation
mdlf*’crem tq its own maﬂner of existence

=3

o gmenmm o an
more or ?ie 5 SyT sty

~=1v“ memer *mt one ,ef cthe
gover) aifairs, .he_:;ﬁa.t 3 . ot 1o
that ho hiinsﬁh under the, title .of organizer,
discoverer, Ieglslat{)}c- Ef_ﬂ“ - founder—is th;s_:-_wiﬂ

and hand, this univer
creative, power, whose
mold . thest :spaﬁ:e‘re

'mo mndssion 1% s‘fa
. Imater zalq—wpczsxms_

Q-\,'

—info = society.” .-

.E_b"—*- "Law Perver%eé _
motivation and
who corrupt the

Bashas undrrqtof}d the
mentahty of social arcmtec

Aiipough be did nob gusstion ibr good
mtentmns heia bv,f L IOANLY ;8&8}?}.33:’ he
s:tre,zsed what happem fo individuals when

33

“It SUK)SultUEeS the will of the legisiator
for their owr Wﬂ‘is “the ihitigfive of the legis
Iator for theirown initigtives Wh?ﬁ this

appens “the peopie ”’10 longer” neeld’ {6 dise cusa,
to compare, to plan” ‘shead, the Taw does 2l
this for them Intedigence hecomes 2 nselagy
prop “for the’ “people; they cease’ ‘to be men:
they Tose their nersonah»v thsw nber y, their
Dmnertv” R

Human deg-mdati@n and mi 'e‘"y- will be
uz"agzc besu}t Jwhen QEE£"¢‘QD€A.1"E'Q§.. ‘gare-
takers of society begm to regulate... ingpeck: .
ax. . . coerce. . . bridie. . econtrol. . .oreanise

“The -claim “of -these orgamzers ‘of ‘huma-
nity,” ‘said’ Bastiat, “raise “another gusstion’
which T have often asked thein and Wh;r.ch
so far as 1 know, they have never answered I
the natural tendenczes of mankmd ‘are 'so bad
that it is not ‘safe ' to permit p?oPie to be free,
how'is* it that the téndencies of tHese organi-
zefs are aiways ‘good? Do not the lestrls!a,tors
and their appointed agents alse belong to the
human race? Or do thev belleve that they
themselves are made of a finer clay than the
rest of mankind?”

. We should be asking these same questions
{;f onr OWn p011t1c1a.ns government - officials,

Conid. on Fage 8
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Contd. {rom page 3

fation and drill. We may add, our leade:s
have also to hearn from the West Public Mora-
lity during election times, as also when tney
are in power. Any minister or official must be
cuite his post as in the West, if there be ihe
slightest ground for pelieving that he is “or-
rupt or his public beh=viour dces nol conform
0 the accepted normms. Then only the police,
the smugglers the blackmarketers will take a
fright of the Government heing stern in deai-
ing with them. Even inregard to rape ~f women
't must be said that this crime is the result of
cur having the least regard for the person of
a Women. Many instances of publie officers
misbehaving with ladv employess sevving wn-
der them have been reported in the press. Rape
is only an extreme form of this' general ‘dis-
respect shown to women ‘even among higher
eircles in the society and Government

As onte thoughtful pﬁlitical. leader opserv-
ed, that all the problems, potitical regional,
communal snd economic problems could . be
soived within the framework  of- Democratic.
freedom, provided we overcome the crises of
national character and purify. public life of its
dross in the form of bribery and coryoption

snd indiscipline. The eriminals and anti-social
e‘ements are having now a heady, because
their sérvices are requestioned “by politicians
to quickly enrich ana maintain themselves m_
pohtlcalmover

The Bibar criminals, violent. agitatorg -and
ommunal fanaties could be easily brought to
baok, if the politicians refused £0 have any thing.
to do with them. So instead of blaming cp
position, lei the ruling party know itself and
reform itsalf. Then it will find that it is no
Eunger nezessary to think in terms of emergen-
¢y to solve the toughest probiems thaf face
the country. S

Contd. from page 7

members of the media, and edueators—who-
ever wouid use government to further thielr
particular beliefs for organizing our health.
cdueation, and daily welfare. To the extent

THE INDIAN LIBERTARIAN &

"'UV "IIHIEU.L; L-U uﬂe(.b
the deteriorations of

{ Ci U.
our lives,
freedom.

UpoH
we will see

“Away, then,” gayvs Bastial. “wilth quacks
and organizers! Away their rings
hooks, and pincers! Away with thedr artificiaI

[ E"L»: R ) .ﬂ'r‘:‘ .

systermn!  Away with the whims of * goserh-
mental administrators, their sccialized: yro-

jects, their centralization their tariffs; their
government schools | their state religions, their
free credit, their bank monopoles: their Tegu-
lations, their restrictions, their egualizstish
by taxation, and their pious moralization!™

A Continuving Problem

Bastiat’s exhortation comes at a time
when freedom is on the defense. Government
continues to expand and beeome mere ap-
pressive.  Legisiative and Administrative com-
missions, boards, cormmittees.  departments,
and agencies- abuse their power—drawing us
inrther into socialism. : o

In 1848, Bastiat had no. 1*111310115 aboat
the socialistic road France was taking. Al
though many of the pchtlclana [} his day
hmest’y denied they were socialists, ihel- be-
liefs and actions were, nevertheless, under-
mining freednm Ideclogzcal 'zmd “political
labels, aside, many of our cwn pubhc officials
and “opinion  molders” are working against
ireedom, not realizing that their actions are
basically sccialistic. We need $o stand firm
for freedom as Bastiat did—exposing socia-
lism and making certain  thai our individuat
lives are guided by personal responsibility,
aceontability, volumtary cooperation and. indi-
vidual initiative. |

Ag we accept the responsibilities of free-
dom, we can share Bastiat’s hope. for the pre-
sent and future:

“And now that the legislators and do-
goonders have 30 futilely inflicted o many
systems upon society, may they fma:lly end
where they should have begun: Lay they re-
ject all systems, and try liberty, for Hberty s
an acknowledgment of faith in God and Hixs
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