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The Coeay ™ "o Soience

"The outstanding characteristices of our tils, Lhen, 18 confusion and contradic-
tlon in our thirvking and methods of approach to husan affeirs, In outr f&latinng
with physical werld, we have developed and emploved & unified iwihod whish has
been conspilcucusly successful in reaching demonstrably valid concludions.We have
falled signally to develop a similarly unified method of abtack. upon soeial pro-
blems. A% a result, we find ourselves in the midst of strange 4hd shattering
frustrations. . & .
WShall we or shall we mt assume that we cdan Fformulate laws of human behavioer
_which are comparable to the laws of gravity, thermodynamics, and bacteriology?
- These latter laws do nobt of themselves create engineering wondeys < cure dis-
ease, Hevertheless they constitute krnowledge of a kind which is indispensable...
"There appears, then, to be no reason why *the wethods of science cannot solve
social problems, WNeither should we expsct more from Soeial then physical
sclence, Ks Science, BOTH PHYSICAL AND SOCIAL SCIZNORS HATE 4 COMON- FUNCTICN,
NRMELY, b0 answer sclentlfic questions.These answers will always be of an inper-
sonel, conditional typestIL - the temperaturefalls to umcm\m +Her wates mmm@u
will freems." "If a certsain type of tax is adopted, then certdIn types of indrs—
brial activity Will decrease,™ leither of these stafomernts carriss any impiica-
ticns &g +o whether or how the lnowledge should be used, Far from being a weak-
ness, this characteristic of scientific knowledee is its greatest strength. The
wants of man will change with changing conditions through the ages. The value of
sclantific knowledge lies procisely in this inmperscnal, teutral, general wvalidity
Tor whatever purposes wan dosives to use 1t,Y

MCan Sclence Save UstW, by George L. Lundberg-Longrams, Ureen & Do.) 18 recw
comended by the Armerican Institute for Bconomic Ressarch, and Dr. Lundbérg, hime
self teaches at the Institube, (From a faculty letter by Robb. Clancy)
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