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Jamaica Extends land Valve Tax

Jamaica had operated for many years
with a property tax based on the value
of land plus improvements. But in 1956

general valuation on the unimproved
value of the land alone. In 1959 revised
land values became available and were
used for the land tax in seven parishes
of the eleven, mainly rural arveas. The
other four parishes were the town ones,
atid the valuation of these was sus-
pended, probably because of opposition
from owners of urban properties.

The sequel o this is that the rest of
Jamaica is now being brought under the
land value tax system. For the first time
in history one valuation systern is to ap-
ply for all. It is the Site Value System
with valuation only on the actual land,
not including the value of any improve-
ments. Assessments in the parishes of
Kingston, St. Andreas, St. James and
Hanover will be revised by April of 1874
on the “unimproved value” like the rest
of Jamaica. Henceforth, all land through-
out the entire country will be valued un-
der the Site Value System.

Progress in Montana

At the recent conference in Pittsburgh,
Russel Conklin, former Mayor of Great
Falls, Montana, told of an opportunity
that has just openmed in Montana. This
state has adopted a new constitution that
provides for uniform assessments
throughout the state. It also provides for
local option for land value taxation if
and when the state legislature gives its
sancton, thus offering a unique oppor-
tunity for Georgists. The new provision
in the constitution that permits differen-
tation in tax levies for different kinds of
property (improvements, for example}
has not yet been implemented by the
legislature, and local taxing units have
not yet attempted to apply the new sys-
tem, but some early action is anticipated.

HENRY GEORGE FOUNDATION PLANS TO REVITALIZE
GEORGIST MOVEMENT

Acting in response to the general sentiment so strongly expressed at the Pitts-
burgh Conference at Chatham College in June, the Board of Trustees of the Henry

~George Foundation; at ity annual-business “igeting on S‘eptember' 4; 'ha;s“"unanimously T

resolved to undertake a program of action designed to revitalize the national Georgist
movement, and to immediately seek to enlist the strong financial support that is so
urgently needed for the success of such an armobitious project.

Ever since its origin in 1926, when the first Henry George Congress assembled
at the birthplace of Henry George in Philadelphia, the Foundation has been dedi-
cated to a broad national program embracing all types of activity, both educational
and political. But in more recent vears, with the appearance of other strong national
Georgist agencies devoted exclusively to purely educational work the Henry George
Foundation has concentrated its efforts on the promotion of political action cam-

paigne, giving special attention to the campaign in Pennsylvania where a notable

victory was quickly won by the enactment by the State Legislature in 1951 of the
optional graded tax act.

With the launching in 1969 of Equar RxgeTs as its official organ the Foun-
dation expanded its operations and undertook to encourage and stimulate Georgist
political efforis on a nation-wide scale with the cooperation of activists in a number
of states and local communities, Now the Henry George Foundation offers to serve
as a national clearing house and coordinating center for all Georgist associations
and individuals who may wish to utilize its services, without distinetion as between
those specializing in education or in political activities,

ELECTION OF TRUSTEES AND ADVISORS

At the annual meeting held on September 4, 1974, seven trustees were elected
for the ensuing three-year term. The new frustees chosen were John T. Tideman of
New Jersey, Robert Clancy of New York, and Dr. William J. Filante of California.
Present trustees re-elected were William W. Newcomb of Florida, Mitchell S. Lurio
of Massachusetts, and Dr. Raymond L. Richman and Percy R. Williams of Penn-
sylvania. .

Other trustees now serving unexpired terms are: Dr. Harry Gunnison Brown, Dr.
James L. Busey, Dr. Steven Cord, Rebert J. Guer I, Lancaster M. Greene, Mrs.
Marian S. Hahn, Julian P. Hickok, Howard W. L'Hommedieu, William E. Schoyer
{President), Dr. Paul H. Schweitzer, Carl D. Smith, William E. Walker, John C.
Weaver, and Rev. W. Wylie Young,

To assist in strengthening the national organization, a National Advisory Com-
mission was constituted and the following prominent Georgists have agreed to serve
in this capacity: Perry Prentice, Noah D. Alper, Dr. Robert V. Andelson, Thomas
L. Brazell, Russel Conklin, Gasten Haxo, Fred W. Hecker, Rhoda Hellman, Wilbur
H. Johnson, John M. Kelly, John Lawrence Monroe, Marvin Morris, Floyd L. Mor-
row, Mrs. Mina Olson, Lawrance W. Rathbun, Mrs. Edith Siebenmann, Richard
Stout, George T. Tideman, William B. Truehart, Abe D. Waldauer, Louis 1. Weitz-
man, Woodrow W. Williams, and Robert H. Zwicker.

NATIONAL CONFERENCE PLANNED FOR 1975

Plans are already under way for another national conference under the auspices
of the Henry George Foundation. On the initiative of Jack Tetley, who served so
ably as coordinator and director of the inspiring conference held in Pittsburgh last
June, the situation is being carefully canvassed. The time and place chosen will be
announced at an early date.

In this manner, the Henry George Foundation which was the original sponsor
of the annual national conference idea, and which held many successful conferences

Continued on page 4
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On Putting Seme Movement

into The Movement

.. ..The. last issne .of. EQuaL. RIGHTS..16-. ...
ported the resolution of the Chatham
Consultation of June 15, 1974. The Chat-

ham Resolution, readers will recall
urged the Henry George Foundation to
undertake certain steps designed to in-
ject new vigor and effectiveness into the

movement.

It is gratifying that the Board of
Trustees of the Foundation not only of-
fered its support for this resolution im-
mediately atter its passage, but that on
September 4 it implemented this objec-
tive by passing a resolution of its own,
which specifically promises to accomplish
the purposes of the Chatham Resolution.

As s pointed out in the Trosiees
statement of September 4, and was also
made clear in the Chatham Resclution
itself, solution of the problem of finan-
cial support is crucial to achievement
of the purpeses of the Resolution of
June 15. This is particularly true of the
proposal of the Resolution that the Foun-
dation support a national pressure group
to promote Georgist policies at all poli-
tical levels.

Nevertheless, with help of Georgists,
some steps can be taken at once to put
at least a pari of the Chatham Resolu-
tion into effect. I refer to the very im
portant provision which urged the Hevry
George Foundation of America to “serve
as a clearing house and voluntary coor-
dinating center for dl those Georgist
individuals and associations that can be
induced to utilize its services. . . ”

If some action is to be put into this
“movement,” nothing is more essential
than that there be one dearing-house
and voluntary coordinating center. Very
few Georgists know the names, let alone
the addresses, of more than a handful
of people who think the same way they
do. Very few know about all the organ-
jzations and individual efforts of numer-
ous single taxers all over the country and
world.

Much the same is true of publications.
Each includes single-tax articles and edi-
torials, and offers some news about activ-

ities within its ewn organization — such
as the Henry George schools, the Schalk-
enbach Foundation, the Henry George

Institute, the Henry George Foundation

of America
the International Union for LVT, and so
on.

What is needed is a central office
where Georgists can obtain the names
and addresses of other single taxers, and

T.and Fonalitvy and Freedaorn
Land Bgualivy and ¥reecom,

which will publish news, not just about -

activities in one part of the movement,
but about Georgist events everywhere.

Beginning right now, the Henry
George Foundation is prepared to un-
dertake these clearing-house functions.
The first thing the Foundation needs to
fulfill this task, is for individual Georg-
ists~whohave ot ~already done so to
send their names and addresses te the
Pittshurgh office, so that the present file
can be made more adequate for the fur-
therance of contacts among all Georg-
ists. Secondly, our executive secretary
and able editor of Equar Ricmrs, Mr.
Percy Williams, invites news about
Georgist activities from all organizations,
both here and abroad. Copies of all
Georgist publications should come into
the office of the Foundation, s¢ that news
can be summarized in Eouar Ricars. In-
dividuals should send in news about
events otherwise unknown to the Foun-
dation.

With this sort of help from supporters
of the philosophy of Henry George, it
should be possible to create the kind of
coordination that is achieved by every
other effective group, but that has thus
far escaped the grasp of the Georgist
movement. — James L. Busey

Vacation Enclave Resort
Proposed

While the emphasis in Henry George
circles has in the immediate past been
on education and political action, there
is a small group that believes in the en-
clave or cclony idea. Not afl of these are
100% Single Taxers. A few believe that
the very wealthy in property and income
should pay taxes on these. Those with
more than enough for a comfortable liv-
ing.

%t is suggested that 2 community part-
ly embodying the principle of no taxes
on improvements be established as a va-
cation enclave resort in the heart of the
poorest section of the Appalachian
mountains where land value is lowest. Tt
might include a solar or wind power
plant, a small factory and year-around
greenhouses. A few hundred dollars have
been pledged. Moneys invelved could be
on both a donation and an investment
basis. If you are interested, please com-
muniecate with Equar. RicHTs.

— Gilbert Cope
‘West Chester, Pa, 19380

inflation — Depression —
America Needs Us Now!

The nation’s economy is spinning out
of control today faster than in the great
depression, according to United Steel
Workers President 1. W. Abel, Asked if
the nation is headed toward another de-
pression similar to the 183(0Fs, he re-
sponded that all indications certainly
look that way. He called on government
and business leaders to assume a respon-
sible role in stemming soaring inflation.
The seriousness of the whole economic
situation is now recognized on every
hand as-indicated in the daily and week-
Iy press and the testimony of numerous
economic authorities.

- Durlng 'yearS" .Of. e Conom'ic gTOWt}land .

apparent prosperity, some have ques-
tioned whether there is any real need
for the basic reform that Georgists have
to offer. The average economics student,
immersed in the economic precepts of
Jobn Maynard Keynes, is indifferent to
the straightforward economic principles
Keynesianism  holds
that the free and open market place can-
not regulate the economy; the govern-
ment must conirol it. Now it is clear that
Keynesian economics has failed the test
of time and has resulted in disastrous
inflation that is now inflicting itself
throughout the United States and meost
of the other great industrial nations.

Henry George discovered the true
remedy for social and economic evils,
that it is much greater than a mere fiscal
reform. He proclaimed that “we must
break down all monopolies and destroy
all special privilege.”

QOur editorial policy is dedicated to
“equal rights for all, not special privilege
for some.” Henry George urged that we
should “destroy land monopoly and then
industry must become the cooperation of
equals.” It is the primary duty of Georg-
ists to combat land monopoly and specu-
lation by means of the land value tax.
But we should at the same time exert
every influence we can to curbing other
dangerous monopolies and defending
free enterprise. Land value taxation and
free enterprise are the two means essen-
tial for the attainment of equal rights in
the economy. Let us proclaim our ult-
mate goal: “Land and Liberty.”

— Percy R, WrLLiaMs

of Henrv Qeoroe
O faenr Looroe,

All the country needs is a new and
sincere thought in politics, coherent, dis
tinctly and boldly uttered by men who are
sure of their ground. The power of men
like Henry George seems fo me to Diean
that; and why should not men have -sane
purposes and avail themselves of the thirst
and enthusiasm for better, higher, more
hopeful purposes in politics than either of
the moribund parties can give.

— Woodrow Wilson,
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Property Tax Reform

Henry (Gonrbe wias niot the foimdsyr of
menry -eorge was not the rouncer of

Single Tax Verss

a property tax reform club, nor did he
write any books or make any speeches on
that particular topic. George wrote and
spoke about something he eventually de-
cided to call the Single Tax - the aholi-
tion of all taxes on labor, commerce and
industry, and the public collection of the

full annual rent of Jand by means of a

single tax on land values. (This is not a
tax on land sales.) He also said that nat-
ural monopolies such as railroads and
uitility companies, which- require- speeial
rights-of-way across land, should be
taken over and operated by the public.

George’s objective was to emancipate
labor and establish social justice by im-
plementing the principle of Equal rights
for all and special privileges to none.

The Single Tax is a powerful idea
readily grasped by ordinary people once
they have the opportunity to fully con-
sider it.

There are three major disadvantages
in emphasizing property tax reform. First
is the dapger that Georgist arguments
for reforming the property tax may be
misconsirued by the populace and mis-
represented by the landlords to be argu-
ments for abolishing the property tax. Be
aware that a powerful landed interest is
constantly working to dismantle the
property tax system. It would be the
most tragic of ironies if Georgist eriti-
cism of the property tax were to be used
by those who seek to anmihilate the tax-
ation of land wvalues. Evenl as presently
constituted and administered, the prop-
erty tax embodies a sipnificant compon-
ent part of land value taxation, and is
therefore the best tax we now have.

Secondly, unless the taxes on land are
increased by substantially more than the
reduction of taxes on improvements, it
is likely that land values will increase
and the landlords will be beneficiaries of
the reform,

Thirdly, the obscure and uncompelling
labyrinth of property tax reform will
never revitalize the once-glorious move-
ment founded by Henry Ceorge. The
latent strength of the movement will
manifest itsell again when Georgists pre-
sent the case for the Single Tax in the
fulluess of its beauty and justice.

— Richard Pensack, The Analyst
San Francisce, July, 1974

In his book “Progress and Poverty,”
Henry George gave the world the only
sound and permanent sclution of our econ-
omic problems.

—— Herbert Bigelow, Congressman, 1934,

Cincinnati, QOhio.
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Eeventh Annual Congress
Cincinnatf, Ohio, NMov, 12-14, 1936

The members of the Henry George
Foundation of America wish fo announce
to the public their views on some basic
questions now confronting the whole
world,

1. We believe in democracy, in con-

RIS fascism
and dictatorship under any form of gov-
ernment.

2, We believe in capitalisme under con-
ditions of freedom. We are opposed to all

Fra ot o e .
raaistuncaon w

forms of private monopoly.

3. We believe that unemployment will

‘cease when men have access to land swit-

able for use.

4. We believe that untaxing buildings
and an increased tax on wrban land will
cure the slum evil.

5. We believe in voluntary coopera-
tion by people living under conditions of
individua! freedom.

6. We believe that the sales tax is a
most pernicious form of taxation because

it falls especially on the poor,

7. We believe that business men
should favor the Single Tax because it
would. increase the purchasing power of
their customers; that tenant farmers
should favor it because agricultural land
owners will then not hold more land
than they can use profitably, and thus
tenant farmers will be able to obtain
land at a low price; that all artisans
should favor it because it will make jobs
and increase wages.

8. In general, we believe that the ap-
plication of the Single Tax promotes the
maximum happiness, efficiency and exal-
tation of the individual; and is the only
way by which liberty may be preserved
and by which idleness may be averted.

WHAT CAUSES INFLATION?

Inflation is augmented by many things
such as union demands for higher wages,
increased welfare payments and govern-
ment inefficiencies, which increase the sup-
ply of money without increasing the supply
of goods in the market. The underlying or
primary cause of inflation is the everin-
creasing price of land, increasing the cost
of all industry applied to the land. Land
held out of use denies opportunities for
profitable employment and increases the
cost of welfare.

The remedy is to tax ali land according
to its true value through equitable assess-
ments. All good land would be put to good
use and thus provide ample funds for public
needs, ipeluding schools, police and fire
protection, and reduction of other taxes
whether on buildings, wages or sales.

w Julian P. Hickok.

I regard Henry George as one of the
greatest thinkers and leaders of his day.
— Josephus Daniels,
Member of President Wilson’s Cabinet.

The quality of a civilization depends
not on technelogy but on-the character
of the people; and it is poverty, in the
widest sense, which most deeply affects
the character of the mass of the people.
During the inter-war period the search
for the cause of poverty was neglected.
Beginning gradually but rising in tempo
by the end of World War 11, welfarism
was accepted as the answer.

Welfarism has immense political ad-
vantages. It is the best cover-up for basic
injustices and it has a built<in defense

. against criticlsm. The critic is liable to

be denounced by kindly but thoughtless
people as callous to human suffering.
And in the atmosphere produced by wel-
farism the rulers are enabled to deal
with every difficulty, not by attending to
the cause, but by means of taxes, com-
pulsions and restrictions; by subsidies
and privileges granted to pressure groups
and other sections whose support may be
required. And all this is at the expense
of everybody’s natural right to the value
of what he produces. People no longer
resist compulsion; they sink into willing
servitude of mind and body.

Yet the principle of wellarism is per-
haps the crudest ever applied in modern
times, aithough it is the same as that
used in the days of “bread and circuses.”
In a simple society where it would be
obvious, such a method could be applied
only by naked force,

Nevertheless human nature cannot
with impunity be permanently thwarted.
There is growing evidence of a feeling
that the mere accumulation of material
things does not bring happiness. Perhaps
this might eventually induce people to
investigate social problems by a method
now unorthodox: by the method used in
science, '

This was the method used by Henry
George who foresaw so well that if the
ultimate cause of poverty were not re-
moved, civilization might decay. It is a
relief to turn to George’s clear, direct
and simple expression of a great truth
which could be put into practice without
violence.

— Frank Dupuis, in Lend and Liberty
June, 1973

THE TYRANNY OF UNIONISM

The methods by which a trade umion
can alone act, are necessarily destructive; its
organization is mnecessarily tyrannical. A
strike, which is the only recourse by which
a trade union can enforce its demands, is a
destructive contest. — Henry George

All that is needed to remedy the evils of
our time is to do justice and give freedom.
— Henry George



iand Valve Taxation
As An Inflation Remedy

Land value taxation deals with a very
vital part of our economy —its linkage
with nature. Hencs, its fmpact would be
significantly felt in all parts of the econ-
omy.

1t would have a significant impact, for
example, on inflation:

1. By vivifying the construction indus-
try, which employs so many people, it
would reduce the need to inflate the
economy to avoid unemployment.

2. Sales, excise and property taxes
now figure in the price of products.

-LV.UT; however, would reduce this.com-.

ponent of price, thus combating infla-
Hon.

3. By controlling the price of land,
and eventually reducing it to near zero,
-it would constrain the rate of inflation.

4, When banks loan out money to
businessmen for their capital investment,
this represents an increase in the money
supply and in itsell this is inflationary
But this inflationary effect is offset by the

increased production of the capital in-

vestment. The net inflationary effect is
thus minimal or short-run.

But when banks loan out money to
cover land purchases, then new money
is created but there is no new production
to offset it No new land will be pro-
duced — the supply is fixed.

With an increase in money and no re-
sulting increase in the production of
goods and services, inflation necessarily
follows.

When we consider that U.S. land
values today are $800-100 million, con-
servatively estimated, and that most of
this is mortgaged, we see that a substan-
tial amount of bank deposit money has
been created to cover mortgages on land
with a tremendous inflationary pressure.

The cure? Land value taxation, obvi-
cusly. — Steven Cord

NATICNAL CONFERENCE
FPLANNED
Continued from page 1

over a period of 18 years, will resume
a policy which has proven effective in
promoting active cooperation through
open forum discussion, reports and
exchange of experiences in the various
fields of action.

Meanwhile the Finance Committee
headed by William W. Newcomb, a
newly-elected Vice President of the
Foundation, is earnestly exploring ways
and means of solving the pressing finan-
cial problem resulting from the long
neglect of adequate support for Georgist
political action. Your advice and assist-
ance will be welcomed.

What's Wrong With

The Civil Righis Movement?

The civil rigi“;'ts movement has become
a sanctuary for every kind of civil rights
hustler. It is these hustlers who are pro-
moting the racial polarization that is oc-
curring, and they are doing more harm
than good. The failure of black leaders
to explore the possibilities of Property
Tax Reform as an orderly process of re-
solving the racial issue unemployment,
high or adequate Hving wage must be
publicized.

I am opposed to the “quota system”
because it is a benefit to only a handful

of "péople;” notably  the " mdividua “with™

the biggest mouth. 1 am oppesed to open
occupancy because it enables the indi-
vidual with money to run away from his
less fortunate brother and disengage him
from helping the unfortunate who lacks
money.

I am oppesed to “integration by law”
because 1 am also opposed to “segrega-
tion by law.” I am opposed to “low in-
come or subsidized housing” because it
perpetuates a poverty life-style through
complacency: would not “high income
wages” permnit those, who desived it, to
rent or builld a home of their own
choice?

The “Property Tax Reform”™ will pro-
vide high income wages to enable peo-
ple to get the housing they desire! Prop-
erty Tax Reform will meet the approval
of every race, color, creed or nationality,
if they understand it,

The big question is: Why has the
Black intellectual failed to explore this
possibility? These are the questions I am

- raising,

— Wilbur Johnson
Silver Springs, Maryland

More Subscribers
Needed

We extend a hearty welcome to new
friends who have responded to our appeal
for support, as well as to many former
contributors who have renewed.

But to continue and to expand our
work, we need more subscribers and a
more adequate budget. If you like our
new quarterly, EQUAL RIGHTS, we
urge you to join our Georgist fellowship
so that we may take advantage of in-
creasing interest in our cause. If you have
not yet enrolled, please send your con-
wribution now to Henry George Founda-
tion, 336 Fourth Avenue, Pittsburgh, Pa,
15222,

Eet’s Have Mews of AcHon
In five years since its founding. EquaL
Ricars has published some 75 items
concerning action or significant endorse-
ments for increasing land value taxation
and reducing building penalties — by fed-
eral, state and local government units
and officials, by major commercial and
civic organizations, and by magazines
and newspapers. So far as possible,
someone representing each of these
sources has been placed on our mailing
list and we hope will read this message,
based on the resolution of the Henry

...George Groups. Conference held in Pitts-.....

burgh this summer, proposing fo make
the Henry CGeorge Foundation a clearing
house and coordinating center for posi-
tive action.

Amplified news gathering concerning
such efforts and achievements is the ob-
vipus frst necessity in our movement,
enabling all workers in the field to
know they are not such isclated minori-
ties as they may fear, and to exchange
details about forms of legislation and
strategy.

Have there been further developments
along the lines of your previously re-
ported steps? Have there been sethacks
which it might be well to discuss with
those facing similar obstacles? Write/

The widespread revolt against undis-
criminating “property taxes,” and the
universal bafflement over inflation and
unemployment create rare opportunities
for those of us who see the need to put
all land into well-plammed, competitive
use, without barriers to constructive en-

terprise.
— John C. Weaver

Optional Housing Tax

Exemptions Proposed
David O’Loughlin, Pittsburgh’s IHous-
ing Coordinator, has anpounced the in-
troduction of a bill co-sponsored by five
State Representatives (H.R. 2650)
which would give every county, city,
borough, township or school district in
Penusylvania the option of exempting
all new or improved dwelling units in
“deteriorating areas,” up to any chosen
maximum, and with the choice of three
yoars total exemption on the new con-
structon, or five or ten years gradually
decreasing exemption. Deteriorating ar-

eas would be designated by the local
taxing body after hearings.



