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Duncan Defends Legislature at

Taxsaver App@aran@%

Spesking before a select audience of
Portland taxpavers, April 10, Robert
Duncan, speaker of the Oregon House of
Representatives, called for hetter under-
standing of the problems of the legisls-
ture.

At a meeting of the Portland Tax-
savers, inc. at Kellogg school, Repre-
sentative Duncan  said, “Waste and
economy and efficiency in government
mean different things to different peo-
ple. We must remember that the demo-
cratic precess ls somelimes capable of
producing uwndemseratic resuifa,

“We cannof guaraniee in any human
system but only {ry fo sef up a goal. We
must remember that tax coliectors are a
part of the human frailties.

“Don't get the idea that ali of your
tax deliar is wasteful, ¥ is not. There
are sorne things that must be faced. Have
you ever gone {0 the Ilome of the Blind?"”
asked the Medford Democrat in a guiet
sincere voice at one peint. “Have vou
ever seen the Home for the Deaf op
Fairview? Thig is an important part of
the way we have had fo spend your tax
dollar”

Several times during the §fifiyfive
mipute  informal  discussion, Duncan
broke the sericusness of the matter with
an Infectiows grin. it seems odd” he
said in homor, “Dut nevertheless frue
that the only good tax is the tax someone
else pays.”

“And,” the father of six children
langhed, “if you paid members of the
legislature more rooney, you'd gel belier
people. Not guvs like me”

At the beginning of the Southeast
Taxsaver Chapler meeling, Duncan ap-
peared fired and oceasionally rubbed his
ayes. As he progressed, however, he
warmed 1o his subject in a clepr coneise
tone of veiee, “T am not agsinst economy
and efficiency in government,” he said
i answer to a guestien from the fleor,

“Bul we must not ecast doubis agalnst
our entire sysiem. I is 2 very human
demoeratic zvstem,”

Buasiness f%’@ag&z;in@
Predicts Tax Boost

The Matier’s Business, a Chamber of
Commerce of the United Staies publics-
tion, predicted that state and local fax
hills will climb sharply during the nexi
vear. The magazine, which iz available
by subscription only, told iis subseribers
that the rise was duoe to demand for in-
creased state and local services,

“Property taxn” say the editors, “ig
the workhorse and the biggest revenue
producer., Some tax auviborities feel it
still has untapped capacily, particularly
where rates are under two per cent of
market value” The magazine also nofed
ithat inereases will be fortheeming in
general sales {axes in {he 35 states that
use them. Income taxes are also sched-
uled to rise in 32 and some states will
turn to this source of revenue.

“Spending,” the editors maintain, “is
rising even faster. Tofal outlay may
reach $51 billien this year—3$75 billion
by 1970 and will be coversd by states
own revenues, borrowing and federal
grants.”

“To gef a perspective on econcmmic im-
portance of state and loeal governments,”
says Mation's Business, “consider their
role as employers, Together they employ
more than § million fullfime ¢ivilian
workers, That's one of every 12 workers
in the nation and gives them a work
foree almost one third as large as the
total in all manufscturing”

Education and highwavs secount for
half of the fotal direet expenditure by
stafe and loval governments said the
magarine,

92695

Tax Cut Gloomy in 1961-
Possible in 1962

Ty meet added Feders! expendifures,
the White House znd Congress are en-
guged in looking at various methods by
which these costs are to be met. The
outlopk: higher taxes for veu and vour
family, But in spite of President Ken-
redy’s {ax proposals, B will be Congress
who decides the issue.

There iz evidence that businessmesn

will be given some fax relief in order
to turn the economy upward. This is fo
provide an inceniive such ag special tax
credit for “exira” or “added” outlavs on
plant and eguipment, Stockholders, how-
ever, will be called upon {0 make up for
some of the logt revenue. The odds ave
in favor of Congress repesling the 4 per
cent tax credit allowed on  divideng
income.

Social  Seewrity  withholdings, i is
nearly assured, will ge up to $150 in
January, 1962, a six dollar raise. Employ-
ers will be reguired {o match the in-
crease for each one of their workers.

There 15 another increase in the works.
Mr. Kepnedy wanis more money o pay
for a program of medical care for the
aged. Key members of Congress say that
ihis will be in 1862, if not 1961, Increases
already  written into Social  Security
aws: about 34875 in tow vears for
gach worker,

Taxpsyers in different situations will
#iso have (o face new ifaxes. Although
the gasoline tax is certain to remain at
4 cents o galion, there will be levigs
upon other aspeets of {ransportation to
finance Mr. Eennedy's highway program.
You will pay more for tires and inper
tubes as taxes vpon these articles are
siated o be marked up. Owners and
operators of heavy trucks will pay in
creased taxes on diesel fuel and on
opsration of the itrucks,

There iz a possibiiily that Congress
will not go slong with all of Mr. XKen
nedy’s plans, M has some theories of §ts

ontinued on page €, Col 3
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Douglas  Dillon, Seeretary  of  the
Treasury in the new Administration,
recommended, a8 Undersecrefary  of
State af fhe inter-Ameriean economic
conference in Bogota, Columbia, last
$all, 2 tax by Lalin Amevican countries
on the vast unused private land holdings,
which would encotrage the owners to
make productive use of the land or sell
it to the staie so that it eould be resold
gn reasonable ferms fo landiess famiiies.

And from the Jamuary issue of the

Henry George News comes word, con- .

tributed by Professor Mason Gaffaey of
the Univorsity of Missouri, that Walter
Heller, Chairman of Presideni Kennedy’'s
Council of Economic Advisers, is “very
sympathetic to land value taxation and
very knowledgesable.,” Prof. Heller wrote
a paper on “The ilse of Agricultural
Taxation for ¥ncentive Purposes.”

Stiil another Presidential appointee
cited by Prof. Gaffney is Rex Whitton,
Federal Highway Administraior. Mr.
Whifton, as Chief FEngineer of the
Missouri State Highway Office, spoke
last spring to a group in Columbia, Mo.,
and mentioned, among other things, the
desirability of collecting inerements {o
land values to help finance highways,
but hesitated to mention this method
hecause he thought it was his own “pet
idea,”

From the Analyst, 8. ., Cal., Feb, 15961

JFK Tax Aide
{deas Meets
Congressional Fire

On March 22 and 23, Stanley 5. Surrey,
Assistant Seeretary of the Tressury on
tax policies, sppeared befove the Senate
Finance Commitiee. He was questioned
on a pumber of proposed tax changes he
had written about in the past

More closely scrutinized ihan others,
were these five:

1.2 To tax, as income, the rentsl value
of owner-occupied houses.

2. To Tax Bocial Security benefits a=
income,

3. To tax a person’s capital gains at
the time of hiz death, Present law ve-
guires that capital gaing in an estate be
passed on e heirs completely free of
income fax.

4. Te¢ fax inferest on life insurance
policies.

3. To tax the inferest on State and
mumicipal bonds, giving the States and
eitios subsidies to make up for any loss
the change would produce for ihem.
Al the time, the Senators” manners indi

unpopular  with  the velers, of which

Congress iz well swars,

However there is one methed by
which these changes can be writien into
law without too mueh Congressional
oppasition and voter defiance. That is to
inciude these measures within the same
kit which would zali for & general tax
decrease. By focusing pubiicity upon the
tax reduction, voters would overissk the

other changes. Then, within a short per-

ind of time, the reduction weuld be re-

Cpealed and these measures would be

allowed to stand.

WANTED - Tax Ineguities

We like £0 point out what we think
iz 5 sevious defeet in owr tax laws. To
illustrate, we mention the case of a
home owner in Portland whose nhame
and address we have on file. In
1957/58 he was taxed on his home
$3137. The following veuar the lay was
$155, and in 1959/80 it was $234, o
an increase of about T0% within 2
VEars,

The increase occurred withowi any
basis in improvements, additions or
other alierations on his home or in
any way connecied with his site.
Clearly, such a highhanded and in-
considerate procedure can raise econ-
amic havoe with any unsuspecting
home owner, especially if he has io
live on a marginal income.

When be complained about the T0%
Jjump o bis taxes he was judiciously
advised to betier keep still or a new
assessment might find that his taxes
were o be raised still more.

What we apparently need Is s B%
Hmitation provision for individual
properiy taxes, provided theve is no
cause for tax increases due {o changes
in the aporaisal siaius such az -
provemnents, alteratioms, additions,
etie., or when the home is sold.

We would like fo besr from our
readors who had dinilar exporieonces
{axwise 2% the case cited. Nameag will
be kept confidential.

Dogetor: “If § find an operation neces-
sary, do you have the money (o pay fovr

piven

Patient: “If ¥ don’t have the money
would vou find the operation necesaary?”

it's tough being an American business-
man. Bvery time he comes up with
gomething new, the Russisns invent it a
week later, and the Japanese make it
cheaper.

Tax Group
To Incorporate

Corporation papers were filed in Salern
last month by a new groun inderested in
taxalion and related matters, It is 1o be
calied the Tri-Couniy Tax Research, Inc

According to Wm. Brosy, executive
seeretary and treasurer for the organiza
tion, two projecis are alveady under
study. Glven priority is 2 refersndum
petition requiring §0% participation of
voiers for the passage of all fax levies
and bond measures.

Brosy slso iold the Digest thai fhe
group is on record opposing the inten-
iion of the city couneil fo charge admis
sion fo public swimming pools. “Such a
miove would be contrary fo the larger
drive o offer sports and recreational
faciiities for our children,” he said,
“Buch facilifies are needed to help com-
bat juvenile delinguency.”

Key officers in the new organization
are Charles Gilbert, president; Frank
Whitaker, vice-president and Willian
Brosy, executive secretary. An eleven
man beard of directors is also slated.

An olddimer i3 3 person who can
remember when 2 job was the first thing
you went steady with,

& modern man is one who drives a
mortgaged cay over a bond-financed high-
way on eredif-card gas.

When a wife buys things on eredit she
is displaving confidence in her hushand,

Fhe Taxpayers Digest is an independ-
ent, bi-nonthly, pon-pariizsan publication
serving the inferests of the general fax-
nayer, It specizlizes in news on taxstion
and advocates sensible tax reform: tax
exempiion for homes used as homesteads
by the owners whose yearly income i
less than $2000—and the placement of
taxes wheve they will hurt the ecopomy
the least and from where they cannot be
shiffed.

Subscription rate is 5100 per vear for
six issues. Commercial and political ads
are solicited at 32,50 per columu inch.

The Taxpavers Digest actively sup-
poris groups inferested in problems of
taxation and iax savings, and provides s
means by which such organizations may
reach the general public, Readers are in-
vited {0 send their opinions to the Editor,
The Taxpayers Uigest, PO, Box 2506,
Portiand 3, Oregon, but we assume no
responsibility for views expressed by in-
dividual contribulors.

Yditorial staff: Hsrvey Aleson, pub-
lsher; M. James Motzling, editor; Erick
%, Mansch, business manager; masthead
design by William M. Swin, iHustrator,
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The Timber Tax:

ONE GIANT STEP

Guyr nations! policy on natural malerial resourzes must oo
tain safegusrds and 2% the ssme $ime he falr to those whoss
tivelihood is dependent vpon them,

Erick 5., Hansch

In seeking o formulate a new consistent and effective poliey
on natural resources it would seem necessary to this writer
that the following points should serve as guides:

{1} An unequivocal snd determined declaraiion fhai abl
patural material resouyess of this nation belong to all
itz ¢itizens alike.

{2} Private enterprise should be the logical agent for the
development of such rescurees under conditions which a
national resources pelicy should stipulate.

{3 Exploitation of natural material resources should be
consisient with the bhest practices of conservation snd
rehabilitation.

Point (3) hardly needs any further slaboration. H iz g self.
avident axiom voiced By many, vetl never fully implemented by
national policy makers.

The realization of this point will be incidental to the condi-
tions under which private enterprise should be allowed to
develop and exploit our resources, as discussed under Point
{2, as follows:

This writer emphatically takes the position that only private
enterprise can develop and exploil naturs! resources effec-
tively if cerfain safeguards for their preservation, comserva-
tion, and rehabilitation can be established and enforced by ocur
national policy makers,

As one of such safeguards this writer considers the proper
sliocation of the resources throuvgh the pricing sysiem of a
free markel mechanism,

Another one should be the fair aliocation to those who have
" made their lvelihood snd economic activity dependent on
.these. resources.. The. relevant measure-should -seek simulfan-

epusly to avold the speculative advance of resources costs,

since such speenlative advance must be considered as a main
reason for stagnation in the industry depending onm the
resouree affected.

Asg examples I cite first of all gur land problem, A statement
by the U. 8. Department of Agriculture released in May 1959
and published on the editorial page of the Oregonian of May
22 of the same year is here guoted:

“Population is increasing, but farm land is Bmited., Thas,

the prospeet of 3 growing population is believed {o assure

& slow but steady increase in the price of land.”

What has here been said about agriewitural land can with
even greater foree be applied fo urban sites. House & Home,
leading magazine in the home building indusirv in ifs Auvgust
1960 issue makes the sirongest possible cae regarding the ex-
orbitant sife values as a cause for severe lags in the housing
industry. It can be guoied:

“Soaring prices of land is a main reason why the housing
indusiry lags, workers in that and related indusiries iose their
jobs, and economic recessions come repestediy.”

To go on from land and urban sites to our timber resources,

Gur state, perhaps more than many others, is largely depend.
eant upon ifs natural rescurces. ¥ affects our faxes, the uneme
ployment and the ability to purchase. ONE GIANT STEP was
imitially 2 brief prepared by Mr. Honsch snd submiited fo
Senator Mavrine Meuberger for consideration In the reformuls-
tion of & new nations! polioy on natural material rescources, ¥
is presenfed here for the bhenefit of ocur resders, many of
whom have sxpressed interest snd concern zhout the federsi
gnd state policy governing our stele’s resources,

which cecupy such a prominent role in the economy of our
State of Oregon: the situation here iz reflected, though some
what one-sidedly, by a statement aliributed fo Mr. Wm. Hagen-
stein, Buxecutive Viee-President of the Industrial Foresicy
Assoeiation, who said, as guoied by Gerry Pratt in the Ore-
genian of December 3, 1860, that the Government {imber prie
ing policy has caused the lumber indusiyy io be priced out of
the market.

Thiz statement seems plausible encagh en iis surface, Con-
siderable ilmber resourees are held by the Federal Government
and auctioned off as the demand situstion may make it appear
desirable, The Indusivial Forestry Association seems to take
the position that the Government is trving o get too much out
of itz timber holdings fo the defriment of the lumber industry.

This writer suggests, however, that the picture, on 2 eursory
ingpection of the published timber auction sales data, presents
itself rather somewhat as foltows:

Basing itz estimates on recent previously realized stump-
age prices, the Government will set its valuation, and ss long
as business condilions appear brisk and favorable to suetion
bidders, large and small, they will drive prices up, ofien con-
siderably beyond Government appraisals, in the hope of being
able to recover the higher prices in a sellers’ market.

Thiz process finally brings prices te a point where the
market will not absorh them as readily any Jonger, and the
first signs of a slump appear in the indusiry.

Specifically, the housing industry is meost vulnerable becanse
of the simuitansous speculative advanee of land prices and

siumpage prices. The cost of land has been estimated by

housing experis as being now 16% {0 18% of the total cost of a
home, while ten years ago the land cost was 10% o 129,

Large timber operators with privately owned timber re-
sources can offen adjust themselves io changing price situa-
tions because the cost of their resources will generally be
lower gince they were acquired at a favorable turn of the
market. This leaves the small operators without privately
ewned resources high and dry, and small sawmills are forced
to shut down.

These remarks about land and timber resources costs can be
extended to other fields such as iron ore, oil, ete.

With a constantly increasing population and a eontinuously
avgmeniing per capita consumption of most everyihing, the
demand pressure on owr limited resources (. e. Mmited by
naiure), rises, whick means, according i the law of supply
and demand, that prices for them mwst inerease, especially
sinee the eost of the other two factors of production, interest
and wages, bave institutional safeguards preteciing them from
short-run numerical decline.

With these steady increases in the cost of iron and sieel, oid,
etc., the market in these areas again will experience the ab-
sorption Hmit, and the indusiry affected wili lag, Such erises
are, as has well been noted, cumuiative. Not always clearly
ohserved have heen the reasons,

It is therefore suggested herewith {hat a step be faken which
wiil ai onee help to allooate sur rescurces properly according
to sound economic principles; will prevent the specuiaiive
advanice of resource ¢osts and thes aveld the perigdically
recurrting recessions and depressions with thelr concomitant
misery and widespread unemployment; will fuliy acknowledge
and implement the principle that all natural materisl resources
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Howould {urther
faxation in rhythm with the businsss cyel
which feature was recommended by Prof, Walter W, Heller of
the University of Minnesoia in his paper on revizgion sub-
mifted o {he Hoose Ways and Means Comunifisze in Washing-
ton D. C. This reconwnmendation takes on added significance

automatically provide a sliding seale of
nation,

2an of ”‘ﬂ i*{s*ﬂ“ri of
re step thal is herewith g}mp%ur is to collect me renfal
v&iuc of land and of all its paturel materis] resoureess, in Heu
of {many) taxes as Government revenue, and leave improve-
ments largely uniaved.

Since a fuli discussion of the proposed siep would be fay
beyond the scope of this brief, reference is made to the rele-
vant sources. Byl this writer feels ceriain that the people to
whom he addresses himself mainly, will be familiar with the
ceonomie prinviples invelved, and that he needs only fo men-
tion ther (o bring them back fo our national consciousness.

WHY IS TAXATION?

The power fo fax is the power fo desirey

W. R. B. Willeox

By, Wiilcox first wrote his book in 1932 and later revised .
He called i Taxation Turmoil, but ¥ couid heve been written
vesterday. Uur resders will find thad Mr, Wilicox had a ksen
insight in matters perfaining %o faxes and sly ribbing humer.
Edited by Mr. Hansch whe has fong been an admirer of
W, R, B, Wilicox, the Taxpayers Digest presenfs omne of the
ehapiers. LQther chaplers heve been selected becauss of their
inferast and will be prinfed from fime fo time a5 space and

cost permit.

The now familiar income tax wag slid inio the fax system on
the “gbility-fo-pay” theory. As wag to be expested, greater and
greater ability fo pay bas been discoversd among smaller and
smaller incomes ever since, amd the end is not vel, Perhaps
oune of the cleverest fax inventions by which people have been
fleaced is the gasoline faw. I is so plausible, The people who
use the roads should pay for them; even though the roads
which thelr tax woney bullds increase the rent they must pay
for locations served by these roads. What could be more fairt

The argument thai the fax yield shounld be devoied (o the
special service of those who pay the fax was eompeiling and
has won hearty approval. Sueh hearty approval that both sisle
and federal governmenis have thought it safe to gel money by
that device. But the recepiion with which proposais to devete
gasoline tzx moneys to “any old” governimeni need are being
greeted, should suggest to tax officials, iegislators and certain
gitizens, that it is =iill too soon io expect people who were won
by that argument to forget it

Let these officials and eitizens be palient vel awhile. They
have evidence enough that the citizen generaily forgets how
he has been imposed upon, and has become reconciled io pay-
ing more and still more taxes, For the present, the allocation
of tax moneys for special purposes zesms o have won the
people of 2 numher of staies to the general sales tax ’F‘hgﬂ—’
agree to such faxes as the gasoline {ax for road-building, and
the general sales iax for teachers salaries (which latter a
supposedly necessttous “sconomy” has curtaiied) and are mis-
led by the idea of “fairness” invelved In faxing ihe purchaser
of any cornmodity merely for the privilege of buying it The
“fairness” of the general sales lay is emphasized in some siales
by enacting as little as a {ifth of 3 cent on purchases; purchases
s insignificant that none conveniently could vield iess. This,
ineidentaily, certainly should make all of the people aware of
their shligations fo the government.

@i may seem ridiculous, even presumpluous,
venture the observation that scarcely s whit! o
ing stmosphere of edifying thought has peneirated the ;L,i::asi,
of faxation within reeent decades, Also that ne progrsss
toward the solution of preblems in texaiion bas heen made
within that period of time; unless revolving round and round

for a lavman to

Hdited by Erick S, Hanseh

wi-t:f in certain narrow, wellnigrt universally respecied limits
m, cailed progress. Even this progress, as might be ex-
ted, seoms 1o have been marked by a continnous and uften
{dmgracei.uﬁ turmoil over who shouid be made the “goat” i
ine public’s revenue-raising drama. The general turpnoil 1=~
aplicated, also, by incidental scraps over who should be
inveigled or brow-besten into shouldering the big end of the
constantly increasing “tax foad”. However, this layman fakes
the risk, since he has nol much longer to hope for an opper-
tunily to do 84, or to {estify to his helief in the preity complete
incomprehension of the hocus-pocus of taxation by the public
at large.

Taxalitn gets on people’s nerves, To quiet which they resort
i3 sedatives such as tax comimissions, fax leagues, tax inquiries,
paid secrefaries, endiess and fuiile “research”, volumineus
reports, What waste of time and money! They guarrel about it
in the streets, in city eouneils, staie legislatures, the Congress
and the courts. Sometimes they stage a real fight over it, like
that of the Boston Tea Party and its aftermath. Sometimes, 1o
escape some specially grievous taxation, ihe people mmc,'
destroving crops, felling fruit irees, razing habiiable buildings.
Or they refuse, or are unable, {0 pay the taxes, thereby depriv-
ing the government of its life-blood, In such predicaments, the
condition reguires thai transfusions be obtained from’ private
souress 10 Keep the weakened cresfure slve, unill the peaple
kecome convineed of the error of their ways.

¥ would be appalling o them could men know of the mta{
resulling destruciion of life and property. If these be the hitier
fruits of taxalion, by what magic do men think te gather from
it the sweel fruits of harmonious human relationships? 1t must
have been a long uninterrupted series of evils growing out of
an equally long upinterrupied sevies of tax impositions which
gave birth le the portentous saying ihat, “ihe power to tay is
the power to destroy™; aand the we,mng inevitability of taxa-
ticn to the bitter jest aboui death and taxes peing the only
sure things in this werid—sinee the condition is world-wide. It
ig a gurious elrewmstance that se crode and wasteful (and
afty) an expedient for liguidating public indebtedness could
ﬁave continued into a perigd in which seience has givex{ [61]
rankind the telepbone, the radio, the automobile and -the-
mrmam. The further mechanical experts delve into the mys
tevies of these devices, the simpler, the more comprehensible,:
and ihe more practical they bacanm~ Bui the more time public
sfficials and so-called ceonomic experis devole o the study of
problems in governmenial Em ce, the more comptox, the less
ecomprenensible, and the less practies]l do the policies for
which they arve responsible appear {o be.
T I Ris veuth thiz layman felt that widesorend comprehension
should follow the published findings of what, he copfidently
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businessmen. Bul s0 ias: 2s big meﬁpeﬂ "‘K}B{,EVBM&HB have dzs-
closed to him, these findings appear fo have produced only s
denser incomprehension on the part of the people. They seem
simply fo have sdded to 2 alvesdy vast accumulation of facls

econcerning the curreni state of varlous taxes, and to have

elaborated upon schemes for changing rates, forms, amounts
and incidences of taxation. As fov the significance of all this,
the poople appear {0 be in a dull daze.

Menticn of a pariicular tax, or of faves as the som of the
unrighteous imposifions under which the people stagger, is
ofien fruizful of exiended and sometimes of heated argument.
On the conirary, the question of the efficacy of taxstion as a
method of raigsing public revenue, seems never io seize the
attention of the farge nmumber of persons who appear to take a
lively inierest in public affairs, Ap innoceni inguiry or remark
in relation o it is likeiy to be greeled with lifted evebrows—
“Dor’t you know thal people do not talk about thal!”—or the
polite smile of boredom at feeble humor, ¥Yet no more sericus
questions confront the nation and the world than these: WHY
IS TAXATION? When is it to be taken apart and {o be shown

up for what i n to be allowsd to break
the bac P"a‘a%u of ‘“u“&:ﬁ*ﬂ‘ m‘éé‘zsz‘;t the semblance of

made {0 an *‘J e it by men to whom the popu-
inee look i or gu!dfmw in such matfers?

Drue to g stolid sense of ity inherent iniguily, people genersi
Iy harbor a deep-seated pessimism with respect to taxes, They
ave wearied of sight and sound of the word; of the pain they
are more or less conscious of suffering on account of taxes; of
the political ehicanery which they cynically suspect . is per-
petrated in their name; and of the impossibility of knowing
who will be benefited and who will be burt by their imposifion.
People are wearied of the fact that taxes never grow less,
despite the promises of political candidates fo whalever pariy,
and of the fear which experience of thelr nncertainties en-
gender. Upon everybody’s lips, fliling column’s in the news
papers, taxes conslituie one branch of the publie’s business
which evidenily no one can fully understand nor intelligently
explain, Every one would admit thal taxes forever are in a
mess, vet no one in authority ever is heard o suggest a way {©
extricate the people from il All that ever is suggested 8 to
sfir the brew or i change the mix.

JJ

Withholdings and
Exemptions

Beginning with this issue, the Diges?
will eontain a column for news and other
information whieh is not leng enough
for a siraight story. Moere often than not,
it will be a tidbit column, where editor
and reader can meet an commen ground,
Sueh a column will not (and should not)
always be about taxes, Sometimes it may
center around a partieular function of
government;
politics now and then. Who knows?

Reader participation is needed. A post
card is sufficient. If vou have a gripe or
a ¢hip on vour shouider, drop us a line
and tell us about it. (Longer lefters will
be placed in Oui of the Mallbag section.)

Friendskip is blossoming between
Portland’s Mayor Terry Shrunk and Jos
Dobbins, president of Porfland Texsav-
ers, ine. Joe received a post card from
the other honorabie gentloman while said
gentleman was in Hawail. Things are
looking up; perhaps we can blame i on
the weather—or daylight savipng fime,

Speaking of daylight saving thme, can
anyvone i=ll us how the chickens and the
cows fell the difference? But then, there
aren’t many of those creatures in Port-
land, are thers? More two fegged polits
cians, T wager.

Max Mariin, secretary of Upited Busi-
ness Associztes, Inc,, fells us that ke and
his group are busy preparing reports to
iheir members, An unglamorous job, he
says, and noth sensational. The ITBA,
i you recatl, is an organization dedicated
to fighting for compelitive power rates
i homes and small businesses, We had
lunch with AMax poi {oo long sgo, and
believe me, ihey do know what they're

we might even dabble in

taiking aboul. Dell Buckman is president,

sive fohn b‘irch@rs are in troukbie. First
ine press, now the ceniral commitiees of
bu!,ﬁ portical p@rues in Muoltnomai
vounly have lagen excepiion, It was &
vivse race, pul we bejeve the Hepuion-
cans won by a forinigh!. Demoerase ar
Gecanie A sifle warm in the aiscussion
or condemmng the Sociely’s methoas
gl 1S members). OUne thought being
Nted 1N MAusnal press media 13 thai te
soeiely  may become 3 third poutica:
party.

Alr became warm in offices of the
L¥igesy ine ocher day. ‘I'be discussion—we
nught as weil cali it an argument, al-
LacUERD we mdnt draw swords or boxlng
groves-——cenlered  areound  Jdisarmanent,
Your editor maintains ihal disarmeainent
may be rapigly becoming an 1HuSIen
whiie Harvey fikeson ook violeni cxcen-
L, NGE vicienl, pernaps, but al teasi
racner 1oudly prociaimed Lhis was not so,
Erick HMansch prevenied the match from
becorming over-heated, What do you
readers say? How about #7 We counid
start someihing here. A nen-violeni fire
mayhe.

Talked with Mrs. Ethe! Gould the other
day. She’s president of the Southeast
Chapier of the Taxsavers, and says that
nothing very concretely has been planned
for pext month. By the way, I might add,
thig good lady could wse s Dittle help.
The dinoer last monih was excellant.
Wiat more could you expect for a buck?

A memo to Jee: cul your speeches
down to size. On the level, don’t vou
think you ialk too long abouil the same
thing? Count {o ten befores you answer,
HBemember none i zbove coriticism.
Sometimes it helps push ag up there,
though,

Coming in the Bigest . . . an ariicie
aboutl exporting snd Imporiing by Erick

Hansch who's deing the research now.

Larry Gould advised thiz, agz well as
others, We like to hear your reaction,
Larry, when vou read i . . . Some read-

ers think the Digest coniains too much
about the east . | . exactly which East is
ot known, sastPortland or easiern
United States. The only answer oae can
give iz that easterners, whether they be
in New York or FPark Rose are more
prolific,. Wesierners seem fo like to keep
their mouths shut and peng in the desk.
Jim Schopee is working on an article for
the Digest about the taxes in Washington

State .. . watch for this . . . it oughter be
good,
¥our edifers are thinking aboul a

super-duper anniversary issue . . . if
costs can be met. ¥ 0 does come about,
the issue will contain an analysis of Land
Fagation by Maervey & Erich, First draft
is completed . . . alse io be included, an
ariiele pertaining to organization respon-
sibility by vour editor. Alse we are
endeavoring to pick up some big names,
Siate-wise and Localwise, to write an
article or twe. Portland won't be neg-
fzcted . . . the Memorial Colisewmm will
be reviewed as well as plans for 8 Sports
Arena-—Jin Hotaling.

Borse Files Tax Repealer

Sen. Wavne Morse, D-Ore., has intro-
duesd a bill in the Senaie fo repesl the
10 per cent excise faxes on passenger
travel and leeal telephone service,

Morse said the tages, which were
mmposed o help vay for World War 11,
were unfair o those whe had io pay
them and a bheavy burden on the indus
iries they affect,

Even when opporiunity knocks a2 man
=il must get up off his seat (o open
the door,
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