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The power of the cities o solve or even Lo
ameliorate Lheir problems has decreased. The
source of these oppesing pressures--increasing
responsibility, decreasing ability- noi so

much population growth as it is population
shift.

Chicage offers a good illustration of the
distinction. Between 1940 and 1065, the Chi-
cago metropolitan area population increased
about 44 percent, from 1.5 million people to
6.5 million. However, only about 3 percent of
that increase took place within the city limits;
the rest occurred in the suburhs.

CITY PROBELEMS ARE SCHOOE PROBLEMS

N(u'ma”}-’ a major ciby would find Lictle dif-
ficulty in accomodating a 3 percent population
growth. 1U is the nature of that growth which
heightened Chicage’s problems—the problems
of the vity and of its schesls.

The experience of Chicago can he dupli-
cated in greater or less degree in every major
American city. The facts and statistics of ur-
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ban blight, of large racially isclated minorities,

of inadequate services to improve the oppor-
tunities of Americans who have missed the
American dream are all too familiar.

The facts show that better-educated. higher-
income families are leaving the city and being
replaced by white and Negro families--a high
percentage of them immigrants from the rural
South--with peor educations and low incomes. ..
n some cases. with no education or income of
theiv own at all. More importantly they mean
that schools and hospitals, welfare departments
and recreation agencies, job training entep-
prises and emplovment offices must rethink
their purposes and their programs. Since the
basic opportunity for change lies in preventing
the coming generation from being trapped in the
ghetro, the great hope for the future of the Amer
ican city lies in the city’s public schools.

HOWES MOST INFLUENTIAL

It is only in the last few vears we have
come to realize that the home does much more
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edncating, for better or werse, than any num-
ber of teachers can do in six hours a day, five
davs a week.. . with these months out for a vaca-
tion spent in the summer school of the streers.

A psychological o revexls itself in a
nomber of wavs. One is in a high drop-out rate,
stemming in large part from the inability of
many students o see any connection between
their studies

and their lives. The most dra-
matic effect of this psyvehological distance,
however, is the vislensce we have come ta fear
and expect in our cities. Usually it has been
an arrest or shooting thai has triggered days
of rioting or looting, but the apparent cavse is
so trivial in comparisen with the appalling re-
sult--in such places as Watts, Chicago, Atlanta,
Buffalo, Cleveland, Deiroit, Newark and others-—-
that we must seek explanations elsewhere.

Schooling which results in not learning to
read, in net mastering a saleable skill, and n
not learning the habits which will lead to job
snccess is cerkainly one of these causes. |
suspect that much of this vielence really
amounts to a ghetto version of a PTA meeting.
Poorly educaled parents and poorly educated
teen-agers who do not know how to reach a city
hlerarchy separated from them by a host of
cubiural differences seize the m:!} means of
communication readily available to them. Riots
are an expensive way Lo talk, but white people
are finally listening after c‘]e(ados of tgnoring
the q_meler voices from the g,l’ze[tu. Officials
in City Hall and in the Board of FEducaiion
offices are now seeking to respond o needs
which have been pointed out so foreibly thar
they cannot be ignored.  Surely many of them
musi feel ini}dcqua.l‘,e to the task, Just as Fed-
eral officials like myvself do. This fecling of
inadequacy  stems not feom anv intention of

public officials to do as litle as they can get

away with. but from our genuine inability to
understand what has genz o wrong and what is
needed te make things right. Those in govern-
ment dl’i(l Y};{)‘v{’ \‘vhl" e ‘w]lpp{)“-(‘(] 1o bf‘.n(\,!]l.
from government have not understood euch other.

NOT ONLY A SCHOO!. PROBIEM

{iut schaol officials by themselves cannot
alone solve the problem of the city schools,
for this problem is not simply educational in
natwre. It is civie. H we are ever to have fine
city schools drawing their streagth from the
cities themselves. rather than from desperate
experiments financed by foundations and Fed-
eral programs, we musi restore to the cities
the financial and political power to solve the
problemsthrust upon them. And we must restore
the city neighborhood.

CITIES MUST BE REVITALIZED

In part, that means attracting back to the
cities large numbers of the m;ddle -income fami-
lies who have moved to the suburbs in the last
Manv of them, I suspect, would he
They don’t enjoy driving two

decade.
happy to retumn.
howura a (13‘ tes work 11}:{ hack ks ihrw dan’t en‘lﬁ\f
sixugf_,lmg ta find a parking-place and paying a
high price for it when they do. Many of them,
i suspect, don’t enjoy C()ntrihu!ing a [arge por-
tion of their weekend hours io stamping omt
crab grass and replacing the furnace-filter.
And above all, many of them miss the variety
which is pre-eminently the gift of the cities.
Suburbs, after all, draw their major reason for
being from the cily: take awav the city with
its jobs and its attractions and all vou have in

the suburbs is a lot of land that m!ght betrer
be put to farming.

UGLINESS IS PRIESENTLY SUBSIDIZED

The fact is thai the eities have sapped
their own p(}]ilical power by driving away mid-
dle-income families, and eroded their own fin-
ancial power through poor land use, voplanned
development, and subsidized ugliness. The
fact is that & man with two or three children,
an annuak income of $10,000, and a normal de-
sire for decent housing cannot afford te live
anywhere but the suburbs. More and more. the
only people who can afford city living are the
rich, the poor, and the childlass.

In the meantime. our cities blanket some of
the most desirable land in the United States--
land close to the center of the city—-with slom




buildings and tracts reserved for automobiles.
I understand that fally 50 percent of the lLos
Angeles  downtown area is monopolized by
steects and parking lots:in Atlanta, 54 percent,
in Boston, 40 percent, and in Denver, 44 per
cent.

What has this
city schools?

d of l.hiﬂg 1o do with the

First of all, it suggests thai the cities—
especially the older ones, which are prohibited
from further expansion by suburban boundaries--
have in the past wasted the wost valuable
financial resource they have: their land., By
making beiter use of it, they can not only make
the city & more attractive place to live, but can
generate the exira tax revenues needed to pro-
vide first-rate education far all their citizens.
It suggests that they can make of themselves
geninuely integrated societies with a good,
healthy cross-section of economic and social
classes, eachperson choosing the kind of hous-
ing he wants,

CITIES THEMSELVES CAN DO MUCH

It suggests, too, the feasibility of a new
partnership between the cities and private
business. Not even the local, Stafe, and Fed-
eral governments put together can provide the
huge sums needed to renovate all of our cities
and all of city education. But the criies them-
selves could do a major share of the job if they
harnessed the prefit motive io their own doals.

THE SUBSIDIZED SLUMS ARE VERY COSTLY

The city pays in several ways: through
the loss of the tax revenve that good housing
or commercial construction on that site would
bring; threugh the loss of middle-income famil-
tes who mighy both live and work there; and
finaliy. through the excessive jprices cities
must pay for underassessed slum land to con-
vert it to better use. To quete from the report
of a conference of 33 urban experts as pub-
lished in the April 1967 issue of Nation's
Cities, “Nearly a third of all the people of
Manhattan still [ive in railroad flats that were
banned before 1900, and these slums are so

snderassessed and undertaxed that it has cost
an average of $486.000 an acre to buy them up
for demohition!”

CITIES ARE EDUCATORS BUSINESS

Perhaps my remarks amouni to saying that
it's time educators vealize that the cities are
their business, and that we will acver have
first-rate city schoels unless we have lirst-
rate cities.

Fducators must start paving atteniion te
some matters we have neglected in the past:
Lo tax policy, to site selection, to the multiple
use of land and buildiegs. We should. now and
then, forget computer-assisted instruction and
team-teaching and nongraded classes and
dream a little bit, not about what kind of city
school we want, but about what kind of city we
want.  And a scheol, moreover, receiving the
benefits of an enlightened tax palicy--a policy

city land in such a
way that high inceme business properties would
replace low income slums.

wihiech  svanld fan o
WItECh wouia fax cenis

EDUCATORS MUST CONSIDER THE WHOLE
COMMUNTTY

ducators must think about buildings and
transportation  and aic pollution while they
forge new alliances with city planners, archi-
tects, po].iticians and precinct captains, indus-
trialists and chain-siore operators and all
the people who make a city go.  We must, in
brief, form a new integration of specialties.

We have allowed expressways, urban growth,
and suburban sprawl te distribute our lives into
cubicles separated from each other by concrete,
dirty air, diety water, and political boundaries
that encourage apathy. Ouwr schools and offices,
busv while the sun shines, become blacked-out
warchouses when work is over. Qur theaters,
our imposing monuments to culture, don’t come
alive uniil dark. And our downlown areas.
comprising billions of dollars of physical and
spiritual investoent, mitlions of humans work-
ing with an imagination and energy that bave
amazed the world, are ghost towns [rom five at
night ‘1] nine in the morning, and all day Sat-
viday and Sunday. : END




The biggest industry in the United States
is farming and in California it has created
many millionaires and a power complex which
reaches into every levelof government. Eight
counties of Californta (in the San Joaquin
Valley) have a vearly agricultural production
greater than 46 states of the United States.

Farming is so powerful nationally that
the giant American Farm Bureau Federation,
which operates several insurance companies
gasoline filling stations, automobile ace

sory stores and spends millions on lobbying
acltivities, has seven of its members on the
House Agriculture Committee, voting on {arm
bills. Not only do they see nothing wrong in
this conflictof interest, but they fight to keep
the tax free status for the big farming CO-Op.
In the Imperial Valley we have a similar
organization, the Imperial Valley hrigation
District.  This district was organized to
bring water to the ranches and cities. it is
supposed ta be a public agency serving all
citizens equally, but it favors the big ranch-
ers with low rates for water and eleclricity
and charges city dwellers more. This ugem:-y
was continually in the red because it charged
the ranchers such low rates for water and it
tried t'¢?1111.z1k0 up by charging the city dwellers
more. This writer exposed this trick six vears
ago in one of my Newsletters and the agency
was forced to charge the ranchers more. 7
The maw swinate bv the irrigation dis-
trict is to charge the ranchers  one-fourth
the price for water which they should pay.
The ranchers use 99% percent of the water
in the distriet while the towas use the rest.
The towns use 95 percent of the electeicity
sold by the lmperial district and are charged
three times the correct price so the 11D, van
continue Lo sell irvigation water 16 the hig
farms at oee-fourth the correct price, B
Who are these big farmers” Seventy per-
ceat of them live in the city and kave agents

AS and FALLACIES about FARMING

by Dr. Ben Yellen

Councilman, City of Brawley

run their farming operations. One fellow 1

met in Palm Springs went down occasionally
to look at his operations, in his Rells Royee.
Anaother man boasted that he had made $200,000
on onions and never saw an onion. He never
wen! near his ranching operation.  Allthe
“ranchers® are in vielation of the United States
Reclamation Law which limits farmers to 160
acres (320 for man and wife) and they must
be resident owners in order to qualify for irri-
gation water.

You remember reading about the Texas
scandals on cotton allotments and the gov-
ernment  farm agenls who lost their jobs
because of lax treatment of a certain Billie
Sol Estes. These allotments are also a favo-
rite device of California ranchers. One hun-
dred and fifteen ranchers filled out fraudulent
¢laims on heel sugar allotments (the govern-
ment spends about $6 billion yearly on price
supports and allotment money for about 60
different products.) These same farmers also
get colton allotments. When it was leamned
that each of these farmers tried to swindle
the government out af $25,000, there was a
move Lo withhold their cotton allotmenis.
These farmers got Congressman John Tunney
to tell Under-Secretary of Agriculture John
Schnittker that there was a “tight money”
situaiion and the farmers needed the allotment
meney desperately Lo save their farming opera-
tiens.  The Agriculiural Stabilization and
Congervation Committee of Imperial County
was told te make the cotton allotment pav-
ments and to sav nothing further about the
sugar beet fraud. These 115 farmers got
away with $2.8 willion fraud, but in the same
county 5 workers were heavily fined and jail-
ed far a total of §571 wnemployment fraud.
If vou want to gel ahead be a bif.': swindler,
ot a littie one.

There is another type of handout which




is called land diversion. The farmer is paid
for not growing a certain crop on certain land.
He collecis for this and then grows some
other erop om the land and makes money on
that too. I vou will look in the Congression-
al Record 813, and 581416 yvou will see a
list of farm program and subsidy pavinents.
Stated Senator Williams of Delaware, “It is
obvious that the small family-ivpe farmer is
not the beneficiary of our present farm pro-
gram, but rather the Governmeni through these
large pavments is in veality subsidizing an
expansion of the corporate type faming. The
time is long past when these programs should
be curtailed and these pavments restricted to
an amount not to exceed $10,000 for any one
farming operation.”

If you look, in the list of 19066 payments
of $50.000 and over under the various farm
programs vou will find the following:

Elmore Co. $287.026.
Jack Eimore 197,219,
Stephen H. Elmore 126,243

Total §$610,488

This is afather and 2 sons getling a total
of $610,488 for land diverston. The same
family also recetved $250.000 in price sup-
ports. You will notice on this list the Irvine
ranch received §179,737 for not growing cot-
ton and the Kern County Land Company
received $652.052 for various programs in-
cluding land diversion and price supports.
Also on the list, the Griffen company of Fres-
‘no county received $2,397,073. and South
f.ake Farms of Fresno county received
$1,468,696. The Boswell company of Kings
county received §1.014,355.  This explains
why these big ranchers have publicity and
advertising firms grinding out material on the
reasons why small farms are oot practical
and only big farming operations can deliver
produce at low prices. [If you give me two
mitlien dotlars I'll grow onionsvery cheaply
toe. I'll even throw in some cheap sugar and
coftan,

One million of the big farmers receive
80 percent of the $6 billions handed out by
the Federal Government. Money which comes

from vour income tax. and other

leral taxes.
The ather 2.5 willion farmers make do with

20 percent of the support money.

These are

aot farming ocperations, they are millionaire
moochers, high class welfare.

The United States Burecan of Reclamation
has built more dams, more reclamation pro-
jects and put more land into cultivation in the
Southwest than in anv other area. Mosi of
this reclaimed land is immediately put into
cobttan, & pmduci which the ga‘)\fernrnem I
paying farmers to keep 7.000,000 acres out of
production and is paying price supports and
buving surplus to store in warehouses all
sver the countrv., We do not have a cotton
mill in California because taxes are too high
on inventory and equipment. 5o the cotton is
shipped 1o other states or to Japan and we
have 1o huy it back as finished products.

Now the Bureau of Reclamation wants Lo build
more dams and aqueducts on the Colorado
River. This will do nothing but supply more
cheap irrigation water to ranchers.

There is a current project to build an
Atomic Desalinazation Plant inGrange county
at a cost of $444 million. This plant will
sapply a city of 750,000 persens or irrigate
30,000 acres of land. The Irvine Ranch, ad-
jacent to this plant, owns 90,000 acres of
land and is building a eity on part of 1. To
persuade the people to pay for this project
($60 million from the Federal Government,
the rest from local agencies) the agencies
involved have flooded the news media with
the cry of WATER SHORTAGE. THERE IS
NO WATER SHORTAGE IN THE SOUTH-
WEST! New York city uses 1.5 million acre
feet of water annually for 7.5 million people.
Allegedly, Imperial County uses 2.8 million
acre feet of water vearly for 75,000 people.
Actually, about 70 percent of the water is
used for irrigation of 460,000 acres of mostly
absentee owned land. If we charged the ranch-
ers the proper amount for water they would
use fﬂ[' |(THS i]nd Wi "\"()Ul(.l not hil\"l}. a4 waler
shoetage for a hundred years.

The Metropolitan Water District, which
is to share in the Ovange County project, will
sell eleciricity derived from the plant.  Be-
cause this plant will pay no taxes, the AL.W.D.
can s ’]l p(‘!\'\-’l",!' | 23] l‘)ri\"i]ll‘.‘ (:'l..‘n]}li‘]ni!‘.f‘-‘» it (.fh(‘.ll;]"
er rates than they wounld get if they built the
plant themselves.  That puts the MWD, in

(continued on page 21)




by WILBUR E. PERFIR A

A Copley News Service item, published in
the News Advertiser Group on January 22, 1967,
started a whole series of interesting reporis
about the Del Mar Race Track lease situation.

The headline was, “Assemblyman Has
Questions On Turf Deal.” It was filed in
Sacramento, California. ‘

“Assemblyman  Alan G. Pattee, R-Salinas, has asked
Attorney Genersl Thomas €. Lynch to investigate the
action of the 220d District Agricultural Assoeiation in
awarding a lease of the Del Mar race track to the second
bighest bidder. Pattee said he had heen unable to re-
ceive H:-i!iﬁ{ii(?tl}r'y amswers to a2 number of queslions

concerning ithe Tease. The lease must be approved by

the departments of gencral services and agriculture and -

the state horse racing board,

Charles B, Chapel, Asmemblyman, 46ih disivicr, now

decensed, opposed the leass in several articles pub-
lished in December.

*Pattee charged action in considering the lease was
taken at a series of secret meetings of the association
board of direclors, before giving it to Del Mar Associates,
at an estimated loss to the state of 20 million dollars
over a period of years,

“Patiee said he understood & member of the executive

committee of the agricultural s

plovee of the public re

sotiation was an eme

tions depariment of a4 San
Diegoe bank., He said the chairman ol the hoard of the

bank has a daughrer who is vice president, one of the

‘directors, and a shareholder in Del Mar Associates.”

L.A. TIMES EDITORIAL

By March, 1967, more and more informa-
tion began to appear in the press about the
Del Mar situation. The Los Angeles Times
editorialized, on March 6th, 1967:

“(

board members of the 22nd Agriculteral District Assn.

aring  the Track st Dol Mar, A majority of the

IIRRSER




ceem fo have the curiops notion that they--und not the
people of Californiz—own the Del Mar race mack.

“Phe Del Mar track is the propersty of the state of Calife
orniz, and the district apd ifs hesrd sre charged with
operatinig it in the hest interssts of the state,

wf aet week, however, the board defied the Legisiatore,

the Attarnes Gensral and the Stufe Depariments of Agri-
culture and Genesral Dervicoes by again approving the
{ease of the track 1o the second highest bidder.

“ A higher bid was received, bt the hoared said rhat
Dol Mar Associales, a group headed by Jjohn Alessio,
vperater of Caliente race track, was mare experienced
in runming race tracks.

“(Juestiohs were raised as to the propricty of leasing
4 state-swned track te a man who operated a hookmaking
cynression in Mexico, even though such activities are
legal there,

“The immediate concern of the Legislature and state
agencies, however, was the hoard’s arhitrary action of
not leasing the track to the highest bidder. Both the

Genernl Services Department and the Agricunlture Be-

partment disapproved of the board acticn, and the

Assembly and S

= Senate passed resolutions msisting
the award go to the high bidder,

“Fhe district board then permitted Del Mar Associates
to increase its bid, a decision that led io strong criti-
cism by Atty, Gen. Thomas (.. Lynch, and his wilth-
drawal as counsel for the district.

Wihe warping had no seriaus eiter: npon the board. The
next dav the award to el Mar Associates was reaffirmed
by & vate of 6-3, with the twe appointees of Gov. Reagan
joining Robert Curran, the sele dissenter Tast fall.
4fgard members, however, pushed their lyck too far.
“The T,egislature has had a nose thumbed =t it,” declared
nblyman  Jobhn . Ouimby (-Rialte), and his

colicagues thereupon voted unanimously to suspend the
rules so as o give immediate consideration to hills
aimed st curbing or eliminating the digtrict™s powers.

“When racing finally resumes al Del Mar it may well be
pnder  entitely  new management- and  the district’s

hoard will have only itself te blame.™
$15 MILLION GIFT BLOCKED

Herein, it seems, might be found positive
and well-oiled relationships between the keep-
ers of the buttons, and those who were SO
cuccessful in finding ways to get at those
buttons.

McCormick, chairman of the 22nd Agricul-
tural Assn. soid hosrd member Lew Lipton,

an executive of U. 5 HATIONAL BANK in
San Dhego, i5 aware that conflict-of-interest
allegations  have heen made againsi him.
McCormick said the deughter of the bank’s
board chairman “owns & few shares of stock
in Del Mar Assaciates.”

Legislators contended that the state would
receive $15 million more fraom fhe lease if it
were o go to the Sen Diego County Turf Club
rather than Alessio’s group. The lease would
begin in 1970.

Assemblyman Alan  Pattee {1-Salinas)
raised the question of confiici-of-interest in
a letter to the Atfoiney CGeneral: “Is it not &
violation of Section 10940 and 1061 of the Gov-
ernment code for & member of the executive
committee to vote fo award the lease o a
group in which his boss’s daughter is a pro-
minent member?”

Copley News Service filed, in Sacramento,
on June 4, 1967, a story telling that Governor
Reagan approved a Legislative study of Del
Mar track. He signed into faw AB755, by
Assemblyman Leroy ¥. Green, {D-Sacramento}
which requires a delay until December 31 in
the leasing of the Del Mar track.

.

FEDERAL AGENTS MAKE ARRESTS

A Los Angeles Times report filed in San
piego on July 6, 1967, tells about IRS agents’
claims that new arrests have ayirtually wiped
out major San Diego pperations.” Arrests
were a result of a two-year investigation by
the Internal Revenuwe Service of major book-
making operaticns in the city. “The IRS in-
vestigation last month resulted in the arrest
of Russell Alessic, 62, manager of the Cal-
jente race track foreign bookmaking conces-
sion, and two othet men they accused of
working for a bookmzking system they said
Alessio operated in San Diego. ?

This report seems fo have quite a bit of
significance: “Arrests have been made under
federal law requiring = 350 annual tax and a
10% gross revenue tax of all gambling opera-
tions,  State law forbids bookmaking, but
state and local authorities have filed no char-
ges against the suspects.”

Mr. Russell Alessio is Me john Alessio’s
brother.




SUCCESS STORY

It an LA Times articie dated April 20,
Mr. Charles Maher writes: “In the 1920°s, near
the comer of Sth and E in San Liego, & junior
high schogl dropout worked at a2 shoe-ghine
stand. Today, he ;g back on San Diepo’s 54
Avenue hut hardly at the same old stand. §ig
offices are in the 5th Avenue Financial Centre,
He owng the joint.

Maher continues- “But the 12-story Finan.
ctal Cenire is only a piece of 4 multi-milfion
dollar empire. Alessio also is in banking,
insurarzce, real estate, hotels, restaurants,
tuna fish, salad dressing, cat food, taxj Com-
panies, hbus lines and horse and grevhound
racing.

“Alessio’s reaj fove is finance and he
prefers to be known as a banker. He is g
director of three banks in Mexico. He is also
a director and major stockholder of the West-
gate-Califomia Corp. whose board chairman,
C. Amholt Smith, once Was a cusfomer at
John’s shoe-ghine stand.

“The corporation owns the,

Yellow Cah Companies of [gg Angeles, San
Francisco and OCakland, and an airport bus
in Losg Angeles;

The Breast-o “Chicken tuna company;
Carnation ang Rose Bowl figh products;
Girard salad dressing;, Py cat foods:

Los Altos Shopping Center in Long Beach;
Redlands Plaza in Redlands:

14,000 acres in the Szt Joaquin Valley;

The bulk of the properties on which {he 44
Southem California offices of the (. S. NA-
TIONAL BANK are located. .

Will soon begin construction of 4 Zb-story
hotel in downtown San Diego.

“Take away thege holdings,” m;. Maher
continues, “zpq Alessio would be virtually
impoverished-excepf that he is 4lso board

chairman of the Alessio Corp. which Gperatesg
the Southland Insurance Co., Scuthiand Finan-
cial  Corp., Internationg] Leasing Corp.,
Alessig Investment Co., the Financial Centre,
and the Konz Kai Properties on Sap Diego’s
Shelter sland. The Alessio Corp. also has
extensive property holdings in San Diego,
and elsewhere. ”

In connection witha case in Sap Franciscg
it which the district attorney’s office was
involyved, ip 1950, Alessia met Edmund G.
Brown, the thep D. A “He and Alessio be-

- came goad friends, ” py. Maher reports.

“Last year Gov. Brown went to San Diego
for the dedication of Alessio’s Financial
Centre.”

Even then the Del Mar situation wasg
“looming.” Reported in the article: “Things
could he going better for Alessio at yvet anoth-
& track, Del Mar. oy April 7 (1966) Boys,
Inc., a Texas-operated charitable corporation

for more thay $2 million. The: lease rung
through 1949 This disturbed Alessio he.
cause he ig g member of Del Mar Associates,
2 San Diego group that also bid for the lease.
Publicist Bojens said pe) Mar Associates
submitted a bid in cxcess of §2 million, and
did so before Hollywood Park made its offer.
For some reason, Bojens said, Boys, Inc.
didn’t want to deal with Det Mar Associates
and rejected the bid--only to accept the offer
from Hollywood Park

“It seems evident,” Bojens said, *that
somebody ip Boys, Inc. tumed the Del Mar
Associates bid over to Hollywood Park >

“Alessio said bis group is proceeding with
plans to acquire the Del Mar Jease beginning
‘We firmly believe that, as s San
Diego activity, it should be operafed by San
Diegang,’ Alessio said

More than g year ago the stape wag set
for the search, BUTTON, BUTTON--wHo's
GOT THE BUTTON. 1t seems evident, too,

time of our Legislators and the top represen-
tatives of law ap order in our state.
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A propositicn on last Novembers hallot B

was a bill entered in the legislature by Sena-
tor Fred §. Farr of Monterey. This measure
purported to conserve tand and asked that
ascessment practices be so designed as fo
accomplish conservation of open space lands.

LARGE LANDOWNERS BENEFIT

Suppotters of {his bill were mostly large
{andowners who stood to benefit from it, but
these people never asked if the tax structure
would make more land available or allow for
better use of the land, they were only inter-
ested in holding it for later development
while paying low taxes in the interim.

Reading the list of donations to the cam-
paign committee which was listed as Calif-
omians for Open S3Space Conservation and
Recreation at 202 S. Hamilton Drive 1n Bever
ly Hills, {(the office of a public relations firm)
we find the Kemn County 1.and Company listed
for $2500 and the Southern Pacific Railroad
listed for $1500. The Kern County L.and Com-
pany owns 356,000 prime agricultural acres,
and naturally would want to pay less taxes.
Recently, when the Kem County land stock
was bid up to $85. the company bidding it
up stated that the Kern County land was
greatly undervalued on the books and it was
worth much mote than the $58. the stock was
then selling for. Evidently the Southern Paci-
fic Railroad is more interested in land specu-
lation than in the transportation business as
anyone who has ridden trains lately can
testify. They own 201,851 acres of prime
Calif. land. What is surprising is that they
didn’t give more 1o Prop. 3, but we note their
friends, Santa Fe Railroad down for $1000.
Just a token of sympathy.

We also note the Union 0il Company down
for 3500, which is probably because this

Pioposition forgot to include any mention of
mineral rights in this land held for conserva-
tion. So the oil companies and the mining
companies can hold on to valuable tand and
pay little taxes until they are ready to stari
drilting for oil.

TEJON RANCH ~-MERE 285 (00 ACRES

We note the illustrious publishers of the
Los Angeles Times who came out in their
paper with an editorial against Prop. 3, but
their ranch property, Tejon Ranch in Lebec,
4 mere 285,000 acres, donated $1000 to the
campaign 1o COBSEIVE tax dodging. Also in
the paper business, the Crown-Zellerbach
company with hundreds of acres of forest
land, donated $1000 to this campalgn.

A total of $37,686 was accounted for by
just this one campaign office, and there must
have been others thronghout California.
{Campaign management fees were $19,308.25.)

TAX SHELTER KILLS FARMING

What they dida’t tell the people is that
low taxes on land is the primary reason for
land being taken out of farming. 1f land car-
ries a low tax burden, speculators will out-
pid farmers for the tand. It will be much more
profitable for them as a tax shelter than for
farming to a farmer. Instead of green belts
we will have waste belts. Land speculation
is the worst thing that could happen if Calif-
ornia wants to conserve its land, and low
taxes will bring even mof€ speculation than
we already have.

WILLIAMSON ACT

1 farmers are Serjous about wanting to
farm, and want low taxes so they can farm,
we have in California the Williamson Act pass-
ed in 1965 which will charge taxes based on
farm use. But, they must sign a contract for
10 years, to show their good faith in wanting
to farm. It seems that the big boys don’t
like the ‘good faith’ bif, must be that 10 years
conservation 1is conserving too long. They
only want conservation till they are ready to
hatrvest their profits. FND
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ERTY Tax EELIEF FOR THE ELDERLY

by Michelc Hamilton Greenhill
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EXECUTIVE CHAMBERSE

HoNoLuLd

JOHN A BURNS June 18, 1967
aovERmsn

Dear Mrs. Gresnbills

1967, letter to me you related that you
f elderly homecwners oOn fixed incomes
£ the (graded tax) law."

In your May 17,
had heard “the problems ©
was about to cause repeal ©

vour information was incorrect. The Fact is that upon

receipt of documented information from the Department of
paxation that a hen percent Jecrease in the building tax
factor, scheduled by statute to be effective January L. 1467,
would increase the burden of property taxes on owners of older
residential properties, I set the decrease aside as provided
by the law. In doing this I peinted up the need for legislative
review and an amendment to eliminate the adverse and unfair

_ “impact of the graded tax factor law on owners of older homes.
In many instances such owners, usually older persons on

retirement, would have suffered a 3.5 percent increase in
their property taxes, tz and rates wWere

azzsuming that assessmen
constant.

Neither this Administration nor the Legislature took a-




posture i Lnls Situation wnlch coutd pOSSlDiY Paex Miﬁinterpf&t@d
sz callind for repeal of the L&.

The f£ollowing a&diticnal ipformation is furnished youk
concernlng your orhel ﬁquestions and pomment S .

This Aéminiﬁtration has conSidered use of property rax
1igns a8 2 method of gecuring sarure tax payments where the
present financial situatioh of elderly owners—occupants make
it impossible £or them TO keoh current with such raxes. Many¥
prcblems are unresolved in this ared i{pcluding the development
of standards for the unlform rreatment of persend affected

and how the problem of revenue ioss Lo the counties C8° he

oV ercons without increaainq taxes of other property OWREerE .

ks O equalization of property assassments this
Administration instituted such & prograi guring the Fipst yesr
of its girst term: in 1963 The 1964 assessment iporeases of
from 100 o 1200 percent on lLardé landholainqs on Oahu with
urban potential rotalling close €0 20,000 acres, evidenced
+his progralt- 1t has beet continued cach vear throughout the
four ~ount Les of the State without ahatement.

Your information ig also incorrect that

pinsapple Company had aropped 18 plans o uild a nev city
gevelopment on SOmME prins beach frontage on Maul- The are#
you referred to is most probably the Hopolulu sred owned By
the pineappie conpany which has SOmeE excellent reach frontages

inciuding well kKnowo S Elemings Beach.”

n 1966, the State f,and Use Commission rezoned practi—
cally this entire 150 acres jnto urban use for 2 resort
development upon petiticn of the 1 andowners. Residential,
recreational, commercial and resort sreas ore planned for the

acreage. We understand feasibility studies ©O pIOVide for
financing ars anderway -

prior to 1965, most of this are2 WES agricultural zoned
and acsessed as such at 5304 average per acre. Iif 1965,

pased on potential nhighest and best UsSE daterminations the
Maul property a55e880% inereased the total assessment for the
380 acred hrted $594,527- In 1960 and for 1967 . with the 1and use
re-districting £iyrst iminent and, @ year lakter a0 actuslity,
the assessment was upped to 51,041,600 for thoese rwo Years.
This LYpe of assessment policy pased on highest and best use-~
ang faiyr marker value concepts, is carried OB rhroughout the
state under this administrati@n. Equalization ;g a fact in

1+ is the considered opinion of this Administraticn that
competent adminiﬁtration ot our property acsessment laws 18
mach moere important to optaining & trec market in land +har
anythingd else rhat can be done- Substaﬂtial spcreases in
cfferings of fee simple residential jands O oahu in the past
rhree Years is apundant procf of the wisdom of this policy.

whank ¥OUL for your interest in ouT probhems .

Kind regards. May the rlmighty pe with ¥ou and yours
always .

sincerely.

3|



SAN FRANCISCO

In its longfight for assessment referms, SCRAPP, San Francisco Commitiee to Reform Assess-
ments of Privaie Properly, has finally made some progress. The group headed by E. Robert
Scrofani, civic leader and school teacher, has been arguing for tax relief to people who make im-
provements to their homes, as well as tax relief which would make California desirable for industry
io locate here. The committee has been a leading force in the Bay Area behind a shift in the
property tax strncture which would exempt for taxation ali improvement (homes, buildings, fac-
iories, irees, vines, fences, patios, swimming pools etc.) and personal property (inventories,
household furnishings, machinery, cattle, fixtures etc.),

The reasoning behind the proposal is that if local property taxes were based on the value of
the land only, slums and choice vacant lots would pay the same taxes as if they were used to
their highest and best use. Slums are spreading in spite of the billions spent on Federal
Urban Renewal. With the tax on land only, slums would become unprofitable, a complete change
from the highly profitable status they mow hold.

Instead of the Federal Government being the major force behind Urban Renewal, privaie enter-
prize would come in play with the profit motive as the driving force.

Aside from the benefits from wban development, industry -will no longer consider California
a BAD TAX STATE. By the same shift, homeowners would also pay less taxes than they now do.

13, Installation of ratproefing

The San Francisco ASsesor and the Fin- 14. New garage doors, doors widened
ance Committee of the Board of SuperviSG[‘S 15. Exterior and interior painting and patching walls
issned the fﬂllOWiﬂg list of repairs and im- 16. Install picture windows
provements which could be made by San Fran- 17. Extension of garage
cisco househalders without a tax increase. 1. New fire exits
18. New roof

EXTERIOR OF A BUILDING 20. Weatherstripping and weatherproofing

21, Homeowner connection to underground wiring
1. Aluminem siding 29, Outdoor lights

2. Asbustes siding

1. Alumionnm windows INTERIOR OF A BUILDING
4. New stairs and handrail
5

Div rot damase 1. Kitchen modernization

t. Termite damage al New counter tops

T, New concrete patic by New cabinets

f. MNew concrete foundation or retaining walls ¢) New sink

9. Repiscement of rooling d) Mew stove and oven
10. Replacement of fences e) New garbage disposer
1L Replacement of sheds and garsges Y New dishwasher

12, Relsing of foundations gl Nuw flooring




Eiectric kifchen:

Circuits for electric range and/or buibt-in ovens, digh-

washer, disposal snd ventilating hood.

Z. Bathroom medernization

2) New fivtures
B New wall tile
) New flaar tile

3. Rooms

a} Wall paneling

by femadeling of closels or minor huili-lns
) Remedeling of fireplace

d) Repuiring of old plaster walls

o} Placing gypsam wallboard over old walls
f} Removal of interior partitions

zi Lower ceilings

h) Additional plug receptacles in all rooms

4. Basement

1) Remove basement column-install beam

B Replace furnace

¢t Install new furnace and duciwork

d) Repipe old water piping with new copper or galvaniz-
ed water piping

e} Repair or replacement of water lines with coppet
piping

f) Repair or replacement of sail and waste lines

¢) Laundey - circuits fer clothes dryer, washer and blower
furnace

100

h} 100 Ampere No. 2 conducters in 1= conduit with new
circuit breaker punel

i} Replace hot waler heater

OTHER BENEFITS ASKED

SCRAPFP leaders alse asked that Home-
owners be entitled to deduct improvements and
additions from their state and federaltax hills.
Income properiy owners may now iake such a
deduction but house holders are discriminaled
against in this regard.

It was pointed out that increased spend-
ing for maintenance, improvemenis and repairs
means increased jobs, increased puwrchases
of materials and a healthier economy. It is
estimated thai such additions and improve-
ments can match the doliar outiay for new
buildings-giving the construction industry a
boost greaily needed at present.

E. Robert Scrofani,....SCRAPP leader

A O SO,

Tax policy can creale slums and reward
the holders of them with lower tax bills, or it
can penalize the man who builds with higher
tax bills. A creative tax policy for a city
would recognize the economic effects of the
really tax, and that it is really two taxes, the
land tax and the improvements tax. By taxing
improvements cities discourage rebuilding and
encowrage the growih of slums. In San Fran-
ciseo the trend has been the other way, as
evidenced by the Arthur D. Litile Report which
says: “land valuation as a percentage of the
total ad valorem roll has declined from 30 lo
25%.  Thus the borden of taxation 1s lalling
more hoavily on the improvements on the land
than the land itself.

With this trend and the threat of a higher
tox rate, owners will he refuctant Lo improve
their property, least the Increase in laxcs
nullifv the benefits of the improvements...
parficularly Important in conneciion with sub-
standard property. .7 End
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TROUBLE AHEAD for

by JOHN NAGY

Now that the budget for the State has been
finalized, and the sources of revenue estab-
lished, homeowners can “read-em n weep”,
All the bally-hoo about cutting the fat out of
the state budget, reducing state taxes, more
local control, incentives for industry and ‘com-
mon sense’ approach to state government was
nothing more than terms dreamed up by high
priced public relations men.

SLOGANS WILL SOUND LIKE ‘WOLF WOLE?

To & point, people have rallied behind
slogans, in fact most newly elected public
officials win with slogans. And, in the most
pait, the people who voted for the candidate
with the slogan forget what the slogan was or
even who was elected on what slogan.

The present administration will, without
& doubt, be most easily remembered for ‘wolf
wolf screams’. In the first place, there were
good reasons for the cries. The previous ad-
ministration had built up a perpetual motion
empire. Buf, even so, at no time was there a
hint of the need for any budget increase which
even resembled One Billion dollars.

It will be tragic if, like in the fairy tale
with wolf wolf, people began to laugh at slo-
gans.  Some of the people who believed the
slogans used during the last campaign worked
in an election for the first time in their lives
because of the renewed hope generated in the
principles that madethis country great. Theirs
was not the usual campaign organizetion that
was looking for a hand-out from the party
bosses. Theirs was a labor of love, love of

the American Way of life that they wanted to
save. The Public Relations men did their job
well, because it did move the masses of little
people to achieve the primary goal of an elec-
tion campaign, TC WIN!

WHAT HAPPENED AFTER THE ELECTION?

Evidently the PR firm that headed the cam-
paign was replaced by administrative pro-
fessionals who must have flatly told the
administration that you jusi can’t do those
things you said you were going to do, you not
only cannot cut taxes, but, you must increase
taxes like taxes were never increased before.
The administration being a young pup must
have looked up, gulped, and answered, well
at least it gave us a good feeling to talk about
these things during the campaign.

This administration could not be sericus
about cutting the State Budget when s state.
ment from the govemor’s office after passage
of the tax package says in part, “Next vear
we hope to present a tax-reform package that
will allow the state to meet its needs for the
foreseeable future without further tax increa-
ses”.  That statement is a drastic departure
from one of the campaign slogans which re-
sembled “the best kind of taxes are the kind
that hurt, so people will feel it when they are
increased.” Now the Tax-reform planned for
next year is one that will meet the needs
without further increases, a sort of built-in
increase so that budgets can go up without
“hurting”™.  Isn’t that nice? Once the state



begins to collect taxes without them husting,
it, like the federal goverament, will be able
to collect even more revenues for the local
bodies like cities, counties and the school
districts. Then they will be able o increase
their budgets without those NASTY OLD TAX
PROTESTS which make local efficials squirm
in their seats every time the tax rate needs
to be increased even a penny.

TAX REFORM “NEXT YEAR”

Easy Taxes, Bitter Taxes, Hidden Taxes,
Sugar Ceated Taxes, Painless Taxes, Direct
Taxes or Indirect Taxes all take money out
of the private sector of the economy, there
fore does not produce wealth to boost the
economy. There is no resemblence to One
Billion dollars more goingio the state govern-
ment {which the new tax package will provide)
and that same One Billion staying in the var
ioug communities of the state buying One
Rillion doliars worth of homes, or cars, or
suits, or TV sets or any combination of such
items. You just cannot take a Billion dollars
out of the private sector of the economy of a

state without hurting the economy of that

state.
ECONOMY NOT THAT GOOD

The economy of California is not so good
that the administration can pull cut & Billion
more without causing drastic effects.
unemployment percentage 18 already 30% high-
er than the national average. The real estate
and building industry is at a standstill{except
for land investors, and they do not create jobs).
With One Billion more taken out this year, and
no telling how much more the year after, (with
buili-in increases) this is going to be a sick,
sick, sick state by 1970 when it will be time
to hire a2 Public Relations firm again to dream
up some new slogans.

The sad part is that the masses of little
people who had their hopes stirred with talk
about principles of free enterprise and local
control and less spending, will only hear

wolf wolf, and laugh, cry or whatever. As for
getting out to help save the administration
they helped elect, FORGET IT.

END
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Too Much
Money?

As the city grows and becomes layered
over with buresucracy and red tape the role
of the homeowners community organizations
has become more important than ever before.
Some, with large paying memberships and
active and informed leadership, have stopped
trying to get better planning and zoning and
have taken legal sieps to protect their com-
munity from the high-density subdivisions,
the land speculators and the quick buck

operators.
ORGANIZED FOR A PURPOSE

Cne such organization is the Pacifie
Palisades Property Owners Association head-
ed by the extremely able Richard Steyling.
This group has fought the battle of hillside
subdivision with resultant floods and mud.
slides. it has gone the full route with the
city planning department and lobbied against
unreasonable zone changes. Now they have
the battle of the Causway.

The Pacific Palisades overlooks the
beautiful Santa Monica Bay and the open
Pacific, a view they have all paid for in high
land prices and high taxes. There has been
@ move, probably by oil and realty interests,
to build a causeway across the Santa Monica
Bay, znd the development of islands in the
bay to be developed by commercial interests
on a 99-year lease basig

PREVIOUSLY DEFEATED

When this plan was in the legislature
previously, State Controller Alan’ Cranston
estimated the cost of replacing beach prop-
erty at $62 million and the highway at $18
million and successfully urged Govetnor Brown
to veto the project. Now it ig being consid.
ered again ip Assembly Bill 1084, As the
Pacific Palisadesg Property Owners say, an

expense 1o be bome by the taxpayers for the
benefit of private developers. They said the
causeway wouldonly bring red tide, dead fish,
stagnation and stinl tn the area because of
the reduced circulation of the water. Anyone
who remembers the gld Rainbow pier in Long
Beach before it was fijled 1n will agree with
their stand.

WHERE ARE THE CONSERVATIONISTS?

Steyling, in a release to all property own-
ers in the area, asked, “whom is fhe bill
designed to promote?”

“Not the taxpayer, nor the beachgoer, not
the homeowner, not any resident of the area
and it won’t benefit the legislature either,
once the public understands what is really at
stake here,” he said.

We don’t wish to interfere with commer-
cial development and free énterprise, but
when lobbying and pressure secure a mono-
poly for any commercial Interest against the
best interests of the surrounding community,
then we can only wish that more homeowners
organizations were more active to fight again-
st the big multi million dollar give-aways to
the privileged few. Since Federal funds
would be involved, some think those funds
don’t cost us anything, YOU WANNA BET!
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BOOK REVIEW

THE SOUTH AN

D THE SOUTHERNER
by Ralph McGill

Only an (:xperiem:ed reporter could wrack
down the many stories of the South and make
them into one cogent (:Kplanati(m of the region
and only a Southerner born and bred sueh as
Me(3ill could make them acceptablc. As edi-
tor of the Atlanta Constitution Raiph MeGill
has received many awards and national res-
peci through his syndirat{:d column and mag-
azine aricles, including the Pulitzer Prize
in 1958 for Outstarding Fditorial Writing.

Tracking down the early origins of the
four men most responsible for imposing the
double standards of democracy on the South,
MeGill felt that the twig benders were: Thomas
RHod 1802.1846; Benjamip Hyan

lerick Dew, i

Tillman. 1847-1918: James Kimble Vardaman,
1861-1030:  Thomas Edward Watson, 1856-
1029, Ilis stories of these early racists and
their lessor imitators makes one wonder what
might the South have become withou their
harvest of hate and disfranchisement?

MeGill also writes of the better South, of
the reformation which was inevitable, the
victory of Industry over King Cotton and the
agrarian South, the war and how it opened
the minds of Southern servicemen overseas,
The growth of wage and hour laws and the
fair cmployment practices.

The Supreme Court’s school desegregation
ruling, according Lo McGill, was a decision
about children. They were being cheated of
their birthright to an education by the irration-
al, inbred, estranged regionalism of the South.
White schools suffered as much as colored
achools, no other region had so many meaget-
ly prepared teachers. anderpaid, teaching in
inadequalte schools in  barren, unpainted,
bedraggled shacks. The Supreme Court devi-
sion gave the South a God-sent opportumiy
to revise and elevate its long inadequaie
schanl svstem. He points to the politicians
whe have held Seuthern education hack and
notes that Seuthern schools only hpe will
be o return them Lo the educators.

CHINA: THE PEOPLETS MDD KINGDOM

AND THE 115 AL

by John K. Fairbank

Belknap Press of Harvard Universily Press
Communication between peoples of the

world. so esseatial and so difficult, is doubly

difficult  between the LLS.A and  China,
Professor  Fairbank, who established the

fPast Asia Center at Harvard University ex-
plains why, pnliticull_\f, graditionally and be-
cause of the language barrier.

The Chinese language is one of symbols,
interpreling ideas without precision.  Indivi-
dualism, so meaningful vo us, franslates as
“every-man_for—hi_m:‘-:zelE" to the Chinese. 1.ib-
erly, our most hallowed word, means “self-
will™ or “wilfulness” or “license.” To a
p{?np!e s_;Leeped in reverance (o the state, Lo
ancestor and family worship, with the disci-
pline of the commuaist and Confuscian philo-
sophy. this is incomprehensible. ifow then
are we to deal wilh this huge mass of fand
and people? leave them alone, says Profes-
sor Fairhanks. We ave currently the target of
all their propaganda. They cannol give this
up during this moment of history, but tyrants
and ideologies come and go, a time will come
when dialogue can be staried between the
two nations again. In the meaniime we must
change our attitude of isolation and hostilily.
We must not preach war, but one of military
containment until the present fires die down.

When dialogue is possible, we pray that
wise heads such as Professor Fairbanks will
be allowed to carry it on.

McGill notes the failure of the churche
toward Christian actien and of the business-
men and said of the self styled moderate,
“he was the one who stond on the sidelines,
wringing his hands and urging both sides to
be calm.” MeGill was an outspoken man who
took abuse for 30 years from hate groups and
felt he had ample reward when Atlanta at last
moved out of the past and dew&;cgmgmcd gu]f
courses, transporlation, eating places, libra-
ries and best of all, schools. His velce had
ke?pl. the truth and the facts known 10 the pu'{.;~
lic while the others were trying to drown ih%
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Dear Mrs Greenhili,
Pacific Telephone Company recently applied ty the
Calif, Public Htiities o

million in rates, We feel tha el million s a Iob o

S0 0T u raise of EaED!

money., Fhe “ompany claims they mus have this morney
YWOimprove service. We cluim the only serviee they are
giving is to the stockholders, not 10 the customers.

eifity Companies are franchised W service the
people, they hyve 2 monopoly over their districs with
RO coemperition unywherq, The total bil] for Wity ser.
vice in Californig t$ about $10 hillion dollars, abgu
the same as a3 state snd counry taxes. Since utilitjes
are only collectors of taxes which they Bass on to yay,
the CORSUmer, i1 ig voy who are paving their taxes,

By 10853 Pacific wil} mvest ahgut §9g billiow in

olant

4 equipment, according 1o them, As normally

anticipsted, ihap will require about #7] 173 billion in
income, Gver this bwenty vears Joas Angeles will show
2 popuialion incregse of 34 percent 45 against o 900
BETCERL rate increase, San Francisee is predicted 1o
have 4 population decrease of 3 pereent with the game
ibcrease in telephone rares,

Mr. B, . Frey, Company \'i(:e-pré:f:it“}r:n!, said they
had spent abaut 5],200,00(),000 between 1363 and juss
for ghput 560,000 new phones,  Thig Was a rcost nf
$2,000 for each rhone a4 against a 1947 epgt of §250
per phone. Thig increase of 1000 PETeent is not refleps
ed in the rise of labor and Muterigly,

American Telephane and Telegraph owns 9 perrent
of the Pacifie Telephone stock,  They ajaq swn 106
percent of Western Electric, Fram Pacific they receive
£8.41 for every £100 they have invested, The balanee
BUes to surplus,  Frapg Western Electric they make ]
fo 12 percent profir. Federal Ineome taxes are cnlleri.
ed at the SoUrce, so this is ner and it doubles what the
fatepaver has to conlribyte,

Pacific tries 1p tell s thyt we have ane of the
cheapest phone Services ip the mation, that js fur ghe
2 party residentiai service,  They dyn’t mention those
“dad blasted Mmessage units, which triple your bill.

Over the next tWenty years, the price will mMeresse
by 10 times again bur the service will pe even double,
Where is the MOneY going? '

Edward . Blincos
}"r(::‘iir_lvm., Utility Tlserg Laapus

La s An gel B

Dear Ar, Nagy,

I received the organizational packe. Many
many thanks, it in ifs entirety and
find our group Ras many weak spots,
golng quite strong right now, with many of the
dedicated knocking themselves out 1o keep it go,

I'm enclosing some Newspaper cultings thag
we used for our jag meeting. The response was
terrific.  There are certain things explained ip
vour hand books that we lack and are necces-
sary if we are 1g continue Lo suceend.

For this reason I'd like to have more of thege
packeis, so thar P can reach certain ones in oge
Broup with patential Ieadership. I'm enclosing
$1.00 for Postage 1o cover gt Teast 4 of them.

We cannot afford to gee this Eroup weaken,
due to lack of leadership.

We  are plan.ning Lo incorporats unde
itle “Mid-Placer Citizens Town Meeiin
swrely appreciate 4] the advice apnd hel
can give. Hope to sonn affiliate.

Pve rea

We are

-

E‘t'(—!
g” I
I

5 you

Mrs. Waunita Hoff, Pub. Sec.
Mid-Place Citizens Town Meeting
PO, Box 79

Wein‘l&r, Calif. 55735

Dear My, Pereira:

Regardless of anvone’s feelings ahout the
merits of Proposition 3, it was adopted by the
voters last November and IS now part of our
Constitution. Thus, the Legislatgre now has
the authority and the responsibility 1o determine
assessment standards fop agricaltural and open
space landsg,

In order 5o climinate the possibility of spen-
nlators lobbying for preferential legislation, we
have creaied o special S(:naLf}—:"\ssmnh]y Com-
mitlee to tome up with 4 comprehensive program
for implementing the constitutional amendment.
0 share YOur concern abont the possibilities
for private gain which could oeegr if wnwarranted
or hasty legislation were pPassed. T will seren-
ously oppase ALY measure or proposal which |
feel would not be in the best interest of the en-
Lire state,

Jokn T. Kpox
Assemblymay




Dear Mrs. Hazm?iltrm:

| commend you on your tetter of July 1 7th,

which 1 have p[zrsona“}' read. Your comments
are well 1aken. [ feel the same way. and my

actions will be governed ac cordingly.

The information you mention regarding Glen-
of the
“Buy on Prand® from the standpoint of competing
with the Fashion (Center. but i wasn't aware af

dale is a Bt new Lo me. 1 hawve heard

SOV of ¥ e statements 1.'{:\garc1ing not kef’.ping

properiy in appropriate repair.

{ am pleased you find my newsleiters of 10-
terest, and you are correct from the standpeint
that 1 do have quite a bit of authority in decid-
ing some of these matters from the stand point

of being the ranking minority member on the

Rules Committee.

11, Allen Smith

Member of Congress

James Glarkson, Mayor of southfield,
Michigan, visifed California on his way
back from Hawaii and the cenference of
Mayers. (ne of the programs he was en
was UPress Probe'’ at KPFK, the iistener
sponsored radio sfation. The hour 1ong
show,. which will he preadecast Oct. 0 atf
g:p.m. has priliiant dialogie between the
infetrogators and Ciarkson on how to ré-
yitalize a cify. Shown above with Clarksen
are some of the probers, L to R, Dr. MW,
Wadley, Glarkson, Craig Kirkpairick Haity
petlard, the moderatef, James Passow and
gen Sweet, the station manager. S

FAUTS L continued jron page?)

the position of taxing ciiy dwellers twice 10
pay for cheaper water @ nd power for big ranch-
brs.  Los Angeles Lounty gots only 10 per-
cent of the water fram the Moimpniitan Water
Disirict bul pays 30 percent af the taxes.

H vou would ke 1o know more about the
big power avindles, read “(Oyyercharge” by
1.5 Senator Lee VMetealf and Vic Heinemer,
a book which decumenis the 100 millian
dollar excess profits made by investor owne
atilities. U these uiility (:s‘nnpami@.c; which
by Laxes make such profits, imagine what
the M.W.B. can make on tax free power.

The 'i'mpm‘ial frrigation District bas just
built a new electric generating plant.  The
raxes on this, plus the old plant, plus trans-
[ormers, substations, electric lines and other
items should pay abeut $500,000 yearly prop-
erty tax. Hecause they do not pay this the
prf)perty owners of the area have to pay
£300 000 more property taxes. { calt this the
“HIDDEN FLECTRICITY nL.” .

lmperial County has a 13.1 percent unem-
ployment rate. more than 200 percent higher
than the Natiopal Average. i wome of these
SMILLIONAIRE MOOCHERS? didn’t ingist
on starving oul the local workers s0 they
could get Mexican workers, this would 2ol be
crue. The big ranchers have put out brain
washing material about the local worker pot
delivering the work and the Mexican being the
anly one who will do stoop work. RALONEY!
{,ocal workers are aciually starving and will
do anything to get jobs. Rut the big ranchers
get Mexican workers to work for eight hours
and get paid for foar. The Mexican winds up
making about 50 cents per hour and feels he
ig lucky to geb it

1f the United States is going to remain
the land of free enterprise then we must end
these subsidies, monopalies and restraints of

the free market. END

BOOKS

Two “Will” Forms and Lawyers Boak
about Wills .. oo $1.00

NATIONAL, Box 48313-}}, Los Angeles, Calif. 90048
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((:(}mi'iniz(::*j From back poverl
hacked by the Recall Commitiee,
yet announced a candidate.

The only other name officiaily announced as
candidate is Jack Hickman, Dr. Hickman’s hus-
band, whe is not appalled by the “Goodnight
rene” slogan; he’s been saying it for years.

Appeanng at the opening of the Recall Com-
mittee Headguarters, Jack was iold by Wirsing,
“e don’t know who our candidate will be, but
Donald Duck and Mickey Mousse will bhe our can-
didate before you will,? “I've always said this
was a Mickey Mouse operation and now I'm con-
vinced,” Jack countered.

whe have not

Asked what his first move would be, now
that he had announced as a candidate, Jack re-
plied, “1 move the nominafions cease.”

Although the subtlety of the Assessor’s
humor escapes SOme, it’s apparent fo most people
that her intent is not to laugh at her position, Of
make fun of a very serious affair. . .faxes. But
she realizes that the sharpest weapon to use
apainst an attack like this is her sharp wit-..
and it’s been known to draw blood at 300 paces.

As it did this time.

Picking up the spfickey Mouse” sally of the
opposition, Dr. Irene has distributed cards an-
nouncing “Mickey Mouse for Assessor..” and
in smaller letters, sommittee for Mickey Mouse
politics.” A recent tongue in cheek article by
a Sacramento political writer announced that
“Mouse, a popular retired movie star” would not
confirm his intent to run, but wouldn’t deny it ei-
ther.

Underneath the humort is the clear intent of
the Assessor to make people aware of the taxes
they are paying, and why they are paying them,
and for whom. To this end, she sought sanc-
tion of the Supreme Court {0 4SSESS at 100%, as
provided for in the Constitution. To the sur-
prise of almost everyone, the Supreme Court
turned her down flat.

One is accustomed to the statue of Justice
wearing a blindfold, but when she attended the
Supreme Court in Los Angeles in June, she sure-
ly must have stuck her fingers in her ears as
well. What happened to the scale of justice in
the meantime is anyone’s gUess.

(it’s interesiing to note that the constitutien
also provides an ASSessoT who does not assess
at full cash value may be liable for civil or

criminal pra}secu’ii(}ﬁ,)

But 1 digress.

The Supreme Court sought fo prove that be-
cause the Board of Feualization didn’t ahide by
the amendment 10 the Constitution in 1633, when
it was voted upon, that because they have con-
tinued to condone fractionzl assessment, they
have provided the law with a2 language of its
own. 1n other words, the iaw doesn’t mean what
it says any longer, because 0o ane has obeyed
it for such a lang time.

The Supreme Coutl pointed to numerous ex-
amples of continued fractional assessment past
1933, some of the percentage of assessment as
high as 50 percent. They contended that since
the Board of Equalization didn’t try to change
it, the taxpayers were not challenging it, every-
one was happy with fractional assessment. This
argument would seem tolose s0mME of its strength
in view of the fact that when taxpayers did pro-
test, even as far as the Supreme Court, they were
overruled anvway.

Lawyers are famous for use of ambiguous
language when they want to evade a point at
igsue, and these men were no excepilons. On
page 11 of their opiniod, they said, “We find no
fault with the canons of eonstruction invoked by
respondent,” which means what Dr. Hickman con-
tended was true, “hyut they are inapplicable to
the historical facts before us?. . which means,
i0's been done that Way for years and we will
recommend that it centinue to be done so.

Their feelings were summed up, “When for
more than 60 years & statute has been construed
in a consistent manner by the Administrative
Agencies charged with its enforcement, and the
practice has been consistently acguiesed in by
the Legislature and recognized by the couris,
its language comes to the Constitutien clothed
with fhat special meaning. It is too late to re-
turn, as the respondent Urges, to the literal
sense of the words used; to strip them of their
acquired coanotation at this late date would be
arbitrarily te deny the experience of all the
preceding years. ”

The fact that the experience of the preced-
ing years is what has plunged us into this mor-
ass of dishonest assessois, oppeortunistic jand
speculators and financially stripped homeoswners,
has somehow escaped their attention.

23




All oyey the natiog today, CMOons gre tom
and fwigted with the shock of yq riots, hys
Sacramenty iz distinguished in that racial pn.
rest takes g shaky second place turblence
Surrcunding  the real stom Centre.  the Asses.
501 office.

Since the election of Irene Hickman 14
the offica of Assessor lagt June, thare has been
unrest in the Capito} City, most ef it traceable
to land speculators ang sluimlords whg have been
Eetting almogt o free tax ride for vearg and (o
taxpayers who didp’t veb g :
happen; :

The night of July 31 climaxing , most parg.
noid montlh, Somecne cafled the Hickmap home
at 6:30 p gy thﬁ%aiening that @ bomp in the house
would explpde ai 7 p.m.

t didny,

But the Smpty, vicions threat wao indicg.
tive of the emotions that haye TUD I opposition
to the assessor during the past weeksg.

This is not o say she iq legs Popular; onjy
that hey OPpoOnents ape begimling o show thep,.
selveg peblicly, CRETess themselves more yig.
lentiy.

Only fecently 4 BoUp known e the Asses.
50r Recaj] Commitiee Was formed, WIth a pup.
Hety agent, Robert Wirsing aq front may. Al
though members of (he Committee have Maintgin.
ad Stoutly thar there zpe 1o factiong involved
other thyp "‘mrertaxed hameowners 7, names kegy
8Ppesring  in Tonnectinn With the Mmovement
Bames welj known in Sescmmento as Tangd specy.
fatorg, This came a5 1o gregt SUIPrise io anyone
close i the assessor,

Une large furaityre S10re in town yap a ful}
page ad, z:'edve;rférqing & “Goodr{ighf Irene Sufe »
The owner of the store oted in the a4 thet hyg
HEESssment had been faised Inger He didpy

add that he jq a large lang speculator ip Sacra
BEMO. And the ad itself yan one of the figegt
Sxamples of pog; taste this topn has Wilnessed,

So muck gp that ane of py, Hickman’s strong-
est foeg, g reading the add, muftered, “4¢ much
as I op along with pig point of vieyw, § only wigh
that a guy jige this wagpy O my gide ¥

On %e}@vﬁsiafz; You can always ey the
guys.. they alwayy Wear white hats, 1 Sacra-
Hento, they back up the Assesaor The I
specilators  gre SUEY g Spot. they dg every.
thing hut COme riding ingg town on hiacy horseg,
heading for the Rad Bog Satoon.

Farthe fipgy time, feeling the prnch of having
to pay honegt taxes as the homeowm%rs have
been doing an along, they sre Quick fo gite,
shrieks of Cutrgge.  Jio getting rough when they
have ¢ bay their oyn taxes,

One of the first men ¢q annousce he woylg
be o candidate for election if the Recaj] move-
ment succeeds Wes Fveress Uldall, whe Wwas
formeriy eniployed by Haj DilE, one of Sacramen.
to’s foremog: fand Sbeculatorg ang developers,
Invited ¢ APpear g 4 panel discussion with
Dy Hickmag, Uldall firgy accepted with g
Three days Iater he declined, with the explana-
tHon that he felt he coylg Coniribute aothing of
tonsequence uniess or until there wag Certainty
of a recan election, Uldalt ig not, h@waver,

TContinggd an inside o back THver)

Syt
SIILY,

B MCREY wnygg o,




