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At the March m%dw mee ﬁwsm of our basic economics study group, one
of the members, Moses mowoww described an extensive tour of the U.S.3.3
that he and his wife recently made, the object being to visit a last

surviving relative near Rostov on Don, and to see what Heaven, from a
sociallst viewpoint ies like. , _

Although Moses was born in Canads, his mother, of Russian origin
had spoken to him in his childhcod about the "old country" and relatives
remaining there. She hal also taught Moses the native tongue which he
speaks fluently. iherefore, the Popoffs' visit was not like the usual
one of the Westerner taking a guided tour with an interpreter. Russlans
were questioned in thelr own tongue, and when an individual could be
caught alore, an interssting iwo-way exchange developed. When two or
more lnhabitents wesie encountered, only non-committal answers were
given, each person fearing to be repozted to the party bosses for
saying thirngs he ought not Yo say,

For a long time, Moses was surprised that all and agﬁﬁﬁw addressed
him as "Your honour" (in Russian) dut finelly an individual told him
that the newspapers stated that only the rvich capitalists of America
could mwwowm to travel abrozd, the working people suffer from the direst
@ode&%q Consequently, it was clear that Moses must be one of the
capltalis® class nnd must be sddressed as "Your honour®. ;

T4 geemad Thst American tourdists are received in Rusgia in order
to acquire dolliars, At one poin® the Popoffs wished ‘to make a short
journey to a coliective farm by tzain, but the Intourist official
insisted that if they went 1t would have to be by taxi at a cost of
$150, This counsel, of course, was rejected. Hotels demanded payment
for more days than the tourists stayed. The hotel meals were expensive
snd an hour's wait for service was common.

The owawﬁmﬁ% person has a very low standard of living, One family
<Hmpdmgw considereed it a privilege to Bhare a log cabin with two other

amilies. The floor was beaten earth, the furniture wes of the crudést,
and the house lacked evenh the anenity of water., This, people had to-
carry from a communal faucet in the street, .

Armements factories are working continuously, and at social
mm¢5mwwsmmw.&Wme_Mm a Emﬁw@w absence of %ossm men, Girls dance together
and link arms together on &Sm streets wmmmﬁmm the %osbm men gre all
away on Epuwdmaw mmuquom.

Officialdom” Hm uSmw as can be m%wmo&m:¢ Everyone with some small
authority wields it with a heavy hand, and if some American tourist

onld have the effrontery to gquestion the officiel's word, threats
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Taxes imposed on land and improvements have risen From sround
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An increase of 80%. FElghty percent.

Agsessments on which those faxes are calculated ~re, Tor

Buildings im 1960 $1300 00C 000, incrsaging ho

1969 #1600 000 000, -

An increase of ¥4 % Twenty Four percend

Tand in 1950 $ 500 000 000, ilncreasing +to
1969 $1 200000 000
Av. increase of 1%5 % One hundred thirty-six percent,
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