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SIDNEY G. EVANS

Fvans, o bachelor, had resided in San Diego County for 42 years. He had ne surviving relatives
and the Robert Sehalkenbach Foundation of New York will be the main beneficiary of his estate.

SIDNEY G. EVANS, advisor, backer and
long time friend of the Statewide Home-
owners, California Homeowner magazine
and the education for better econocmic sys-
terns which we all believe in, died February
26, just a couple weeks from his 8Blst
birthday.

The August 1965 issue of this magazine
carried the inspiring story of the life of this
man who cared nothing for comforts for
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himself but gave hundreds of thousands of
dollars to foundations which furthered the
cause of economic education. In 1963 he
made a singfe donation of more than a quar-
ter of a million dollars for educational pur-
poses. In 18965 Evans spent $25,000 on
full-page advertiserments in 8 Caklifornia
newspapers to promaote a bili in the Legis-
lature that would have exempted improve-
ments and personal property.
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Eurry Pollard, Moderaior of the Seminar, with
(1. to r.) Ray Bradbury, Robert Tideman and
Dr. Ivene Hickman.

Robert Tideman of Sen Francisco talks to Henry
Cramer und Arch Gerard of San Diege.

Ted Gwartney, Real Property Appraiser
for the County of Sacramento

The
Lonely
Reformers

by Archie V. Gerard

A Seminar held at the Los Angeles Press
Club on Fehruary 4 brought out the Theory
of Reform, the Practice of Reform, and the
Loneliness of the Reformer.

Participating were many of the hard
working people you often see making tax
protests, helping elect candidates and recall-
ing others, protesting zonings before the
planning boards and generally trying fo be
good citizens.

John Nagy, President of Statewide Home-
owners, set the stage by telling of the long
battle against unequal assessments by his or-
ganization. The activities of this group are
a frontal attack on abuses of long standing.
His reform is part of a world-wide principle
of natural law, that is, benefits should be
paid for by those who are the direct recipi-
ents.

Roy Davidson, a San Diego research ex-
pert, told of other reform movements in a
talk on The Theory of Reform. Davidson
made the study of unequal assessments in
California widely published by Statewide

~ Homeowners which showed the State is los-

ing $812 millions because of Assessors fail-
ure to equalize property assessments.

Lee Blinco, Vice President of the United
Organizations of Homeowners and Property
Owners, said anyone with a mimeograph
machine and some volunteers can achieve re-
form — nunless the Establishment has put a
“STOP-LIGHT” on it.

Robert Tideman, columnist, radio com-
mentator, Director of the San Franeisco
Henry George School of Social Science, told
of the natural laws of man and the protee-
tion of privilege. Should it be the duty of
government to “protect” present rights or
privilege or should government eliminate
them by small steps? Shouldn’t we have pro-




tested when the land was given over to
monopolists rather than worry now about
“protecting” property rights?

Floyd Morrow, San Diego City Council-
man, pointed out that Texas in 1929 had set
aside a4 14 Royalty on Mineral rights which
now pays the major part of all Public Edo-
cation in the state. Stating that he had gotten
the City of San Diego to make a detailed

analysis._ of -where -money carde from and

-.Where it went, Morrow said-hehashupesof

equalizing the tax load in his city.

Harold Quigley, leader of the Ethieal Cul-
ture Society of I.os Angeles, cited the need
for DIALOGURE to make sense, one to an-
other. He said the meaning of Ethical was
“the purpose of man.” He said his society
was trying to make “a world of more room
to talk” with students from all over the
world to study citizenship and democracy.

Dr. Irene Hickman cited 17 vears of try-
ing to be a reformer, while few listened.
Finally she said, “God, if you want me to
succeed you better open a few doors.” There
followed a sengational series of successes
climaxed by her election to the office of asses-
sor in Sacramento. Irene also gaid she has
found (1.) The school finance aid system is
beyond comprehension., (2.) Welfare eligi-
bility being based on assessed values ereates
problems in equity. (3.) Veteran exemption
with no benefit until the veteran owns the
property-—along with the fiction of owning
when there is no equity. (4.) Some hope of
reaching areas of decision and making re-
forms under the framework of law,

Ray Bradbury, world famous science-
fiction writer, said, “When people get bored
they become creative.” He cited the marvel-
ous teaching of the Lincoln Dioramas at Dis-
neyland and said we should set up more such
-exhibits g0 that children today can see living
history. He also said we are living in the
Space Age, whether we like it, or recognize
it, and we should let the Space Program
proceed, as a good substitute for war.

(More on reforms and reformers in our next issue.)

One of the parels in action, Floyd Morrow,
Harry Pollard, Lee Blincoe.

Floyd Morrow, Irene FI tekeman, Henry Cramer.

The morning ponel, Paul Marks, Roy Davidson,
Robert Tideman, Harold Qurgley.




TAX-EXEMPT SECURITIES DO NOT BRING
EDUCATION TO THE POOR MAN—
THEY DEPRIVE HiM OF IT
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PAY NO TAXES

... on my income Trom municipal bends. i dowt't even re-

port it on my Federat lax return!

This helps me Live ways: Tax-free interest lets me hank
move income—and keeps me oub of the next higher tax
bracket where further income from taxable sources would

put me.
Simple arithmetic Telly Big that, with ny taxable income -

nary taxable investment !
firat California Company showed me how to do this with
gafe, Feadily maketable investments, Their Bond Depart-
ment created a long-range plan based on my pemonal need
and desires. Now, periodic purchascs of state, county and
government bonds keep my spendable income up and {ax-
able income down.
Good idea for you? Find out. Ask First
California to send you, Tiee, their TAXABLE
FQUIVALENT YIELD CHART. [bmay makeabig
difference in your investment planningl
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Individuals, Institwtions, Banks, Savings And
Loan Associations, Corperatiens, Insurance

930000000000

TAX-EXEMPT SECURITIES
of State and Local Governments

INTEREST PAID On These Securities Totaled
Approximately
4

0000000000

Upon which NO FEDERAL TAXES WERE PAID.

Individnals in the over 10,000 income class
enjoyed the most benefits from Tax Exemp-

tion and Tax Shelter.
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THE LESS you

. PREPAID PMTEREST
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ping center, § : 1 SCLRn.
Scheduled gross §169,000, Tixcel-
lent tax shelier, Negotinte terma.
Priced to sell at $31,29¢,000.

PATMDALIE—365 neres, fiat, sur-
roubds Country Club with i% hole
zolf enurse; mastér-planned, utils
ifes. Very promising future. Bro-

- PREPAID INTEREST

PLUS TAX SHELTER

nierest
years). No more payments for
5 years + $100,000 a year tax
depreciaiion. L.A. area-—pres-
tige property. Income supports
expenses, Move fast—close-ho- -

fore 31st, .. .. I

shureava ifable PleXivle 6 riis,

FITZPATRICK HEALTY CO., INC.

325 5. Barrington, Los Angeles, 40
(213) 4775504

Box 146 ¥, Wall 8t. Journal, L.A
phone (714) 871-4327

This investor put up

$150,000
for the equity.
After O years of operation:
He had claimed:

{a) $239,600 depreciation (exceeding his
equity investment by
$89,600)

(b) $80,928 taxable loss (although he
made a net profit, after interest, of

$151,752

He paid no Federal Income Tax on this
property during the 9 years. Had he em-
ployed straight-line depreciation, he would

have paid
$39,851

in Federal Income taxes.

FURTHERMORE —

This investor had claimed more loss than
needed to escape income taxes on this par-
ticular property.

S0 — he could apply the excess loss to
other income from other sources upon
which he would otherwise have had to pay
an income tax.

AND STILL. FURTHERMORE —-

The investor could utilize the tax-free
cash yield — for other investments ——
spread annually over the 9-year period.

AND STILL FURTHERMORE

The original equity investment has in-
creased in value—(by reason of mortgage
pay-off, economic growth and inflation.)




, WHO BENEFITS FROM THE PRESENT SYSTEM
------- OF L-AND ASSESSMENT-AND-ZONING-PRACTICES?

The large farmers, timberland interests,
big developers, real estate groups and others
who have fought assessment reforms are
continuously receiving favors from local and
state government.

In the following pages we present some
1866 Los Angeles County Grand Jury
Report.

In an invegtigation of a planned residen-

tial development in Chatsworth, the Grand
Jury found that a case which had received
unfavorable recommendations from every
city agency which had considered the case
from its inception was reversed by the City
Council and received a very favorable zoning
permit. WHY?

The Grand Jury said; “We regretfully re-
port that evidenece we heard demonstrated
that influence can and has been in all prob-
ability will be exerted through the medium
of ecampaign contributions, political obliga-
tions and friendships.” :

After making a total of 8 recommenda-
tiong for reforr of the zoning practices of
the ¢ity and county of Los Angeies, the
Grand Jury further added; “It is apparent
that a projected and in-depth study of this
field is not only overdue, but one which
would be invaluable to the interests of THE
TAXPAYERS”

BOOKS

Two “Will” Forms and Lawyers Book

about Wills ...

............................. $1.00

NATIONAL, Box 48313-1), Los Angeles, Calif. 90048




hy the Fuss About Loning?

By The Hon. Marvin Braude
Councilman, City of Los Angeles

Someone may wonder, Why all the fuss
about zoning?

The answer is simple: Certain zone
changes are just like licenses to print money.

And _.fpl“...___i:l_l.i§___xeas_an_.._zonin.g_...p.);.iv.ﬂ.eges i

“8hould not be granted which would result in
private profit at public expense.

Everyone knows of the scandals that have
arisen from tirme to time over fat Federal
contracts or valuable licenses. Zoning ig sug-
ceptible to the same abuses and the necessity
for reform is hardly news to anyore who has
looked objectively at Ios Angeles zoning
Drocedures. But recently a new element has
entered the picture — a fresh awareness hy
the people that the public interest has not
been adequately protected.

Principal credit for this new awareness
belongs to the Los Angeles County Grand
Jury and its recent investigation of Log
Angeles city planning matters.

Zoning has special significance for the
homeowner.,

The family residence usually constitutes
the largest single investment of the average
homeowner, and he depends on zoning and
its proper administration to protect the value
of his investment.

A homeowner does not want so-called
“spot-zoning” to undermine the desirable
qualities of his neighborhood—he does not
want the residential characteristics to be de-
stroyed by the intrusion of commercial land
uses; he does not want his quiet street to be
invaded by the noise and traffic which would
result from high-density residentia] devel-
upment,

The zoning of an area should not be
changed for light or transient reasons, or
for the benefit of private interests.

But, sadly enough, zoning has not pro-
vided the degree of stability which our citi-
zens are entitled to expeci. Because special
interests are forever busy in City Hall, and
existing zoning procedures are too suscepti-
ble to special influence.

The recent Grand Jury investigation of

Marvin Braude

Marvin Broude started his working life
a8 an instructor in economics and politi-
cal seience at his alma mater, the Univer-
sity of Chicago. A background he should
find useful in the City Council, his first pub-
lic office. Another experience all politicians
should have, founding a business and making
it work, was the Capital for Small Business,
Ine., which Broude founded end built up to
a $5,000,000 corporation. Seiting an example
for others to follow, he has divested himself of
all interests which might benefit from his posi-
tion on the City Couneil. :

Zoning practices in the City of Los Angeles
has focused public attention on a matter
which has long ov:zupied my eoncern.




Beginning in September, 1966, I intro-
duced a series of proposals which would go
a long way to remove the suspicion which
now clouds our zoning procedure.

The Grand Jury inquiry raised the possi-
hility of lobbyists exercising improper pres-
gure and of conflict of interest on the part
of elected and appointed officials who deal
with zoning cages.

While the Grand Jury did nst prove any
wrong-doing within the City, I feel that it is

" extremely important that City officials @aetto™

clarify the issue. I believe such clarification
is necessary to assure the pubiic and to pro-
tect the conscientious offieials who daily must
decide difficult zoning matters.

A comprehensive study of City zoning
practices by an outside, blue-ribbon group
has been approved by the City Council, and it
had my wholehearted support. But such a
comp:llrehensive study could take years to
comnlete.

We must not wait until we have the per-
fect plan before taking some cbvious steps.
Rather, we ought to proceed with what we
are confident will help — we must make a
beginning. We must make certain that re-
auests for additional study are not attempts
to delay and divert public atiention.

With this in mind ¥ have introduced two
resolutions (Council Files 132461 and
132683) which could redsonably be acted
upon immediately.

My first preposal would require those
seeking zone changes to report gifts or cam-
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paign contributions in excess of $25.00 to
elected officials. Campaign contributions are
necessary in our political system, but when
they come from those who stand to profit
finaneially from government decisions, the
public hag a right to know.

My second proposal would require all
elected officials and members of the City
Planning Commission and the Board of Zon-
ing Adjustment (BZA) to file a list of their
real estate holdings within the City twice
annually.

The Council has submitied these proposals
to comrmittee for further study.

I have also proposed a Charter amend-
ment which would permit the City Couneil
to enact an ordinance to regulate the activi-
ties of the BZA. As of this writing, the Coun-
cil has not taken final action on this matter.

Another proposal of mine, a Charter
Amendment, has been approved unani-




mously by the City Council and will appear
‘(c)'n the ballot in the April 4 Municipal Elec-
lon.
I am optimistic that persistent public pres-
sure in favor of my conflict-of-interest and

LITToaK

disclosure proposals will persuade the Coun-
cil to adopt them.

I believe it is essentia] that the people of
our City be assured that their elected officials
are aware of the possible conflicts of interest
and are determined to frustrate any possible
attempt to securé private gain from public
business,

My proposed ordinances will not eliminate
wrong-doing — neither they nor any series

- of laws can. guarantee-honesty—- —

But a formal declaration in favor of dis-
closure will be an important first step. It wiil
underscore our concern and give substance
to our good intentions. And it will go a long
way toward dissipating the eloud of suspi-
cion that now overhangs our municipal zon-
ing practices.

M ﬂmmmmm

@ Press in the Jury Box

by Howard Feisher and Michael Rosen MacMillan Company

Almost everyone seems to have a complaint ahout
the press. As editor of a magazine which tries to be
middle-of-the road, we know it is impossible to please
both the far right and far left of the political spec-
trum. Yet, pleasing people politically and pleasing
them generally are two different things. While a
great majority of the press still elings to the Hearst-
ian principles for running a tabloid; controversy,
violence and sex in large doses, the fow papers
worth reading have abandoned those theories.

We find today that Papers which have abandoned
sensationalism, such as the National Observer and
the Christian Science Monitor, are the ones with
the greatest cireulation, Surely a warning to those
of the press who still feel a story is not a story
unless it has controversy, violence, sex, or all three.

The press has in a large part abandoned thejr re-
sponsibility to reform, they take every government
and official handout and automatically print it. While
those who question government or work for reform
find no audience, in fact they are written off ag
“kooks.” We get daily complaints from homeowners
groups who say they cannot get a hearing, either
from the press, or from government officials ., ..
surely the first step towards “big brother” govern-
ment.

In THE PRESS AND THE JURY BOX, aunthors
Felsher and Rosen document the many sensational
cases in which freedom of the press hag led to bias
in the minds of the Jurors, or even a erippling of the
rights to a person for a fair trial. Who would ven-
ture to say, for instance, that Lee Harvey Oswald

wouid have been given a fair trial? Saddest of all,
every murder trial or notorious criminal case is
treated in the same manner, politically ambitious
Prosecutors leak choice morsels to the press so that
by the time the Jury is seated, the atmosphere is
hopelessiy elouded by unfair pre-trial publicity,
England showed concern over this problem even
before the existence of the United States. As early

as 1742 in the ease of Roach vs. Garvin, the Eng.

lish court ruled: “Nothing is more incumbont upon
courts of justice than to preserve tha proceedings
from heing misrepresented; nor is there anything

of more pernicious consequence, than to prejudice-
the minds of the public against persons concerned as’

parties in cases, before the eause is finally heard ...
There is more on Halbury’s Laws of England and

Instances where these laws were violated and the,

bapers were duly fined for their offense.

The end cof the book gives recommendations by

noted Bernard S. Meyer of the New. York State Su- .

Preme Court for ways to eliminate trial by news-
paper. He feels that codes of ethics will not be effee-
tive and maintains that we must have LEGAL
sanctions, he names types of evidence which can be
revealed and what should not be revealed and recom-
mends a statute for enforeing action.

“His proposal would not abridge the freedom of
the press to publish what it wants to publish. It
would not indterfere with the publie’s “right to
know.” It would do nothing more than restrain the
press from printing prejudicial information until
such time as that information could no longer preju-
dice. To reasonable men, that would be justice.”




The Big Water Giveaway

by Marilyn Stout

;; It must be said at the outset that there are two
kinds of anti-monopoly Jand law that govern Cali-
fornia: one is Article XVIL of the California Consti-

tution; the other is the 160-acre water limitation in
Federal Reclamation Law. Both of these laws are
necessary.

: The controversy over the anti-monopoly land law
hids raged more than 50 years through the state and
niitional legislatares and all the courts of the land
cnlminating in Supreme Court decisions. As the con-
troversy begins again the following gquestions are
still at issue:

' 1. The size of land holdings in California
is illegal under the present state consti-
tution. Why remove Article XVII and
make these holdings legal?

9. Increasing concentration of land hold-
ings is an issue in California. The Cali-
fornia Stote Development Plan Pro-
gram published in 1965 by the Depart-
ment of Finance indicates on pages 19
and 20 that of the 99,000 farms in the
Qtate six percent contain 75 percent of
the total 1and in farms. A mere three
percent of farms contained almost two-
thirds of the state’s farmlands.

(P. 6886, Congressional Record, May 1959)
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PREDICTIONS ON WHAT COULD
HAPPEN IN THIS STATE IF
_ ARTICLE XVILIS DELETED
_"AND_THE‘]_S(]_ACRE o e
WATER LIMIT IS
BY-PASSED

Those who are sensitive in fields of economics and
political science should gssess frends and counter
trends to see whick progrums lead to democracy,
greater freedom and progress for the common man
and whick lead away from il

For large ranches in California a social sysiem
with new wrinkles, but some really as old and unde-
sirable as the seri sysiem of the middle ages gnd
land patterns of South America and Asiq today, can
be predicted.

On big ranches such as Irvine, Tejon, Kern County
Land, we could get (1) company-owned towns, (2)
compuny-owned branches of the University of Cali-
fornia which are mere real estale development ad-
juncts rather than real centers of learning and
academic freedom, and (3) company-owhed agricul-
tural business employing Mexican bracero labor af
jower than established minimum wages—the serfs
of our day. Anyone who wanls to read u prediction
should read the Irvine Ranch Siory.

1. The Company owned town.

Tive days after the voters approved the
Feather River Project General Obligation
Bond program which puts water develop-
ment on the backs of small property holders
and benefits great land developers, if they
can egcape acreage limitation laws, on Nov.
13, 1960 appeared the prediction of things
to come — the Irvine Ranch story in the Los
Angeles Times.

9 “Jryine Ranch...a new eity” — still
unnamed — is soon to be born in Orange
County.

3. Experts on the pconomics of water sup-
ply, including irshleifer, De Haven and
Milliman have shown how water costs are
ghifted to other property tax and rate
payers.
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PAYS LESS THAN COST
Irrigation agricultyre fypically pays low prices for water and
uses huge quantities. In Culifornic, 90 percent of dll water is
vsed for irrigation. The Imperial Volley irrigator pays $2 per
acre-foo! for water; the municipal wser in Los Angeles pays
$80 per acre-foot or more. Yel, if 25 percent of Imperial

Yolley irrigators’ water rights were purchased for transfer,
the transferred water would equal fwecthirds..of all waterused

"Tin the South Coastal area of Califernia between Los Angeles

and San Diego. Despite polentiglities for transfers and pricing
improvements, California is counting on costly new imports of
water from the Feather River and ofher projects in the West,

4. Water for ranches the size of Kern
County Land Co. and Irvine is illegal under
Reclamation Law’s 160-acre limit. Some of
the listed ranches would demand more than
1,000 times the water and taxpayer subsidy
allowed for so few people..

The federal government is beginning a
law suif in Imperial County.

5. When the beneficiaries are few in num-
ber and the purpose is not public, the use of
state bonds has been ruled illegal in courts.*

In view of all these issues that should be
cleared up in courts, why bring our Constitu-
tion into conformity with the illegal prac-
tices of a few large land owners? Instead
why don’t the land owners change their
practices to conform to our Constitution?

POLICY ISSUES

6. In Proposition 3 passed last November
voters allow the legislature to grant tax re-
lief for open space. Did voters have the
real facts about land ownership concentra-
tion when they made this decision?

7. On May 15, 1960, the Tollowing story
appeared in the Los Angeles Times: “Two
Million Acres To Be Sold in Riverside
County.” A golden harvest awaits future de.
velopers in Riverside County when two mil-
lion acres of federal land is opened to publie
sale. Two million acres represents 3,125
square miles, which is about 43.56% of the
total land ares of the county. Can anyone call

*Floride Supreme Court Rules an $18.5 Million
Bond Plan Is Invalid. Decision Says Manatee
County’'s Offering io Finance a Port Wasn't for a
Public Purpose.

WALL STREET JOURNAL, Friday, Deec. 16,
1966, p. 14.

anti-monopoly land laws obsolete when acre-
ages like that might be sold?
Conclusions and Developing Consenses
Within The Community

L. Toxes are too high. And we know where
to cut taxes. Stop taxpayer subsidy of pri-
vate real estate development corporations.
Tom Shepard in his newsletter said the
Council had saved $1,500,000 in taxes. By
annexing Porter Ranch, the city couneil -

cost taxpayers more than $29,000,000. .

The Council fails to exercise careful stew-
ardship over the citizen’s tax dollar.,

2. The City of Los Angeles needs o new
charter. Structure of Government should
be simple so that citizens will know how
to make it work.

When government is overly complex, zon-
ing expediters, influence peddiers, the vi-
cuna coats and deep freezes of local gov-
ernment “coordinate” the confusion, got-
ting their operations on the taxpayer’s
biil.

The L.A. City Council concerned itself
with only $4,000,000 of the $29,000,000
tax contributions to Macco Corporation’s
Porter Ranch. They concerned themselves
with operation of the City’s budgetary
departments and excluded the city’s pro-
prietary departments, schools, flood con-
trol and other costs that wound up on the
citizen’s taxbill,

In other words, complicated structure of
government, causes the Couneil to avoid
exercising careful stewardship over the
citizen’s tax dollar . .. even for bargain-
ing purposes. The City should get park
and school lands at cost,

3. Because the citizens of Los Angeles in

common have an aesthetic right that sur-
passes the right of an individual citizen
to make a profit; because the City of Log
Angeles fails to preserve and enhance its
natural beauties ; the City of Los Angeles
needs an artistic master plan that ig an
ordinance.
The City Council should write such an
ordinance and turn it over to the executive
branch for its planners and artists to
carry out. The City Council should watch
ciosely to see how well the executive
branch and professional planners do. The
City Council and the people should watch
the costs.
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Millions of Dollars Lost in Farming Writeoffs!

Department of Agriculture Secretary
Orville L. Freeman writes
“Land Speculation and Tax Subsidy
| eads to More Tax Dodging”

The Congress has given the Department

of Interior a mandate to “encourage, pro-
mote and strengthen’” the family farm in the
United States. Other programs, such as re-
clamation in the West, should have some
limitations, Otherwise, the benefits of devel-
opment wonld accrue to large landowners.
As we see it, the 160-acre limitation i8 used
as a device to restrict the benefits to any one
individual. In our opinion this is a justifiable
limitation.

There has been much talk of the trend to-
ward larger farms and the statement is often
heard that stall farms are not profitable.
Actually, family farms, on the whole, have
proven more efficient than any other type of
farm operation. Neither the great planta-
tions that exist in many countries of the
free world nor the vast state or collective
farms of the communist world have been
able to match the efficiency of the American
family farmer. ]

Other factors, such as Tax writeoffs have
a greater influence on the direction farming
is taking. The wealthy, both individuals and
corporations, seem to find agriculture an at-
tractive industry in which to lose money to
offset profits made in other operations. As an
illustration of how much of this type of
thing goes on, our economigts made some
studies of Internal Revenue Service figures
on the tax returns of “farmers.” They found
that the approximately 10,000 “farm pro-
prietor” returns with adjusted gross in-
comes in excess of $50,000 showed aggregate
losses from farm business that exceeded ag-
gregate profit by more than 2 to 1. For the
188 farm returns with $500,000 or more in
adjusted gross income, farm losses exceeded
net profit by 109 to 1.

Thirty-one percent of the farmland sales
made lost year were to non-farm people.
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There is little doubt that the estabiishing of

monopoly control over any product has the inevitable
result of raising the price of the product. In Cali-
fornia and Florida the orange crop has pretty much
been taken over by one or two marketing combines.
Super-market chains now own large seale farming
operations and have succeeded often in getting
monopolies on labor and shipping to market the
product. As the produet of all types of farms has
to compete on the same market, and when the supply
is greater then the demand, the price is forced down
to the lowest cost of production.

Until food producers, the farmers, receive
full parity for their commodities, they are
subsidizing the consuming public by the
amount their aggregate incomes fall short of
the parity figure. There are those who claim
the chain stroes are making excessive profits,
and that if their profits were reduced to reas-
onable amounts the difference would be suf-
ficient to make up the farmers’ shortage of
parity.

The House Agriculture Committee has
pointed out that the farmer actually received
on the average 12 percent less for his prod-
uects during the last year than he received
during the period 1947-1949. The consumer,
on the other hand, paid 29 percent more.
The farmers’ share of the consumers dollar
slipped from 44 cents in 1953 to 38 cents in
1961.

—Orville L. Freeman

There was an economist who plonned

To teach economics without land

He would have succeeded but found that
he needed,

Food, clothing and somewhere to stand.




TAX SHELTE

Pals ef Governor Reagan

Dr. Franecisco Bravo owns g big ranch in
Imperial County, althcugh he lives and prac-
tices in Los Angeles. It ig déstimated that his
ranch escapes at least $40,000 in taxes per
year through under-assessment of the land.
Dr. Bravo was recently appointed by Gov-

- ernor. Ronald Reagan-to-the-State Board-of—

Agriculture.

Allen Grant of Tulare County receives
similar tax benefits on his large ranch, he
was recently appointed to the Chairman.
ship of the State Agricultural Board.

Members of the Governor’s staff and other
aides recently bought 2,000 acres of Nevada
County land for more than $1 million dol-
lars. The Governor said he saw no conflict of
interest in the purchase of the land by his
-aides even though the land in question
stands to increase in value from State roads,
from the State policies of under-assesging
land, and from the water rights furnished
by the State.

The lobbying organization of the big
farmers for water rights is ecalled THE
IRRIGATION DISTRICTS ASSOCIATION
OF CALFORNIA. It gets the State Legis-
lature to pass laws to continue supplying
water to the big ranches at Jow cost while
the people in the towns pay high district
taxes to subsidize the below cost water.
Counciilman Ernani Bernard; of Los An-
geles, (which ranks &th in agriculture in the
United States) told how the city gets only
10 per cent of the water but pays 30 per
cent of the tazes of the M etropoliton Water
Distriet.

One of the ranchers of Log Angeles County
was Ronald Reagan, who was reported by
columnist Walter Winchell 1o own about $10
million worth of pbroperty. Reagan recently
sold his Malibu ranch to the 20th Century
Fox Film Corporation for $2 miilion. It is
estimated that Reagan escaped at least
$25,000 per year in taxes on this ranch.

Another supporter of Governor Reagan,
the Irvine Ranech Corporation, escapes af
least §9 million yearly in taxes on its Orange
County property, according to the Orange
County assessor, who has been trying to

: by Dr. Ben Velien
raise their land taxes. The property they own
in Imperial County escapes another $150,000
yearly.
The Agricultural Stabilization and Con-
servation Committee, another front for big .

~farming interests, covered up.a $2.8 million

Traud in sugar beet allotments by 115 big
farmers of Imperial County. When it came
time for the cotton allotments to be paid,
Congressman John Tunney persuaded the
agricultural department that these same
farmers who had tried to swindle the govern-
ment out of about $25,000 each in fraudulent
claims for sugar beets were not made to pay
the money back nor was it deducted from
their cotton allotments.

According to Joseph Alsop in a column
titled “The Rich Get Richer,” the 3.5 mil-
lion U. 8. Farmers are sharply divided into
two very different groups. A million of them
are successful farmers, with incomes over
$10,000 per year and capital assets that
probably averages over $100,000 per
farmer,

The other 2.5 million farmers are unsue-
cessful and especially unsucéessful in mooch-
ing most of the price supports, soil conserva-
tion payments and growers allotments. So
who gets what share of the $4 billion we
spend to prop farm prices? The successiul
farmers get $3.2 billion, while the rest of the
“poor” farmers get the other 20 per cent.

The texpayers are now loying out $3,200
per head per annum to insure the neome of
one of the most prosperous, even wealthy,
single groups in the entire . S. population.

The California State budget calls for the
collection of $4.6 billions which the Governor
says is more than the state can expect in
revenue. We can tell him where he can
make up $1.2 billion in revenue, just tax his
supporters for the real value of their land
to support the local school syvstems and the
schools will not have to ask the state for this
amount each year. The Kern County Land
Companv escapes $4 million yearly, apply
that to all local school districts and it would
almost make up the deficit!
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On February 18, 1965 the City of Los
Angeles annexed 3,017 acres of the Porter
Ranch to the City of Los Angeles. On Feb. 19,
- 1965, Mayor Samuel Yorty signed the legis-
lation.

Macco Corporation’s Porter Ranch project
ig like the Feather River Project, the Bunker
Hill Project, the Chavez Ravine Baseball
Park. It is like the proposed Santa Monica
Mountaing Park Plan: Sunset International
Petroleum Corporation announced a holding
there following talk that thig area would be
underwritten financially by a state park bond
issue, and a city investment in scenic roads
and turnouts. It is one more example of real
egtate development in the city, county or
state wherein the general public—property
taxpayers of lower and middle income—
have subsidized a vast real estate develop-
ment for a corporation’s profit.

Is this proper? Ours is a free enterprise
economy ; and a corporation in the real estate
development business ought 1. to have suf-
ficient capital, or 2. to be able to borrow suf-
ficient capital to finance its own operations.

While government subsidy might be
proper in the case of culturally deprived,
handicapped or poverty-stricken people,
there is no justification for subsidizing the
wealthiest corporations with taxpayer’s
funds.

The Los Angeles City Council concerned it-
self with only $4,425,000 of the taxpayer’s
public investment in Macco Corporation’s
Porter Ranch. The Council ignored problems
it created for the School Board, and the De-
partment of Water and Power. However, the
taxpayer will feel increased taxes for new
schools as a result of this annexation; and
higher water and power costs may be attrib-
uted to Porter Ranch.
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A recommendation: when the city councit
is considering any participation with a pri-
vate developer, it should ask who pays and
who gets. The city council should add up all
the public investment in a project like the
Porter Ranch annexation and cause this to
be published in the newspapers for the pur-
pose of 1. eliminating public investment in
private enterprise operations; or 2. for the
purpose of driving a good bargain.

Here follows a brief, partial, incomplete
survey that indicates not a $4,000,000, but a
$29,462,000 investment by taxpayers in
Macco Corporation’s Porter Ranch Project.

PUBILC INVESTMENT IN MACCO'S
PORTER RANCH

1. Limekiln creek debris basin project..$ 690,000

paid by:

L.A. County Flood Control District

Los Angeles City Betterments 35,000
State Division of Highways 3,000

11.S. Soil Conservation Service $ 728,000
State Dept. of Water Resources
2. Capital costs to city which resi-
dents on Porter Ranch will take 34
years to pay back ..o ... 4,425 900%*
Recreation and Parks......$3,350,000
Library Depariments ...... 546,000-
Traffic department ........ 302,000
Fire department .......... 500,000
3. The greatest gift which the city of
Les Angeles bestows when it an-
nexes a large ferritory is schoots.
All the citizens of Los Angeles buy
Porter Ranch schools:

1 senior high ..............$5,000,000
2 junior highs e 6,000,000
9 elementary schools .. 9,000,000

$20,000,000***




4. School prices above do not include

- land. Macco Corporation bought all
its land at $5,000. per acre and
turned around o charge the city
$17,000. an acis for the first parce)
of school ground the § acre Beck.
ford Ave. School ground. {Mr. John
Parker of the Mzcco Corporation
told the City Councii Feb. 18 that
he had not heard of any

$ 208,000%***
$17,000 an acre saie for school

Nor have they charged Macco Corpora-
tion its faiv share of Metropolitan Water
District’s $3 billion dollar obligations which
wind up on our tax bill. If Porter Kanch had
developed under county auspices, under
MWD's rules, » capital cost hook up of
37,000,600 would have been charged. MWD
charged Inglewood §7 164,000 June 8, 1962,

Under Federal Government rules, water
rights and water would be available for only
169 . acres-under- a sin gre ownership: Bt

------- property. On jani: 7, 1965 the option
was signed by the real estate
branch of the 1os Angeles Pubiic
Schools and 1 w. Kiung of Atlantis
Devalopment Company. The Board
of Education approved the eption
January 25, 1965. Mr. tohn Parker's
statement was surprising).

The Los Angeles School Board
will be forced to buy i1 pieces of
land from the Macco Gorporation
“at fair market vaive” because the
city council annexed Parter Ranch.
Of course these lands and schools
will enhance the vaiue of residen.
tial property. Whe could seli a
house if a school were not nearby?

- This next figure is not a school
board estimate but my guess .

5 The Van Nuys News and Valley
Greensheet on January 3, 1965
listed the following investment by
the Department of Water and Power
in the Porter Ranch $ 1,793,000

Sesnon Reservoir o $150,000
Tampa Pumping Station _ 90,0060
Suction discharge line __ 235,000
Susana Trunkiize e 1,318,000
Total

2,288,000

$29,462,000

Mr. Fred Luke of the Department of
Water and Power, 624,0421, extension 3113,
says the Porter Ranch developers will pay
these capital costs. Who really pays should
be the subject of Turther investigation,

While Porter Ranch and Maceo charged
the School Board every cost it could identify,
neither the City Council nor the Department
of Water and Power has charged the Porter
Ranch its share of the first or second Los
Angeles aqueduct at- $30,000,000.

under the angpices of the City of Log Ange-
les, Porter Ranch got water rights for itg
whole 4,000 acres. The Federal Government
estimates increaged land value when water
is added at $1500 per acre. The Federal Gov-
ernment would estimate that the debt ridden
City of Los Angeles had Just given a $6,000,-
000 subsidy.

Maeco Corporation borrowed $20,000,000
from Aetna Life-Coldwell Banker to buy the
4,000 acre Porter Ranch. Tf ic o good guess
that they could not have afforded to develop
the ranch without the iilegal and economic-
ally unjustified subsidy of their operation
without $29,000,000—which will be forcibly
exiracted from the pockets of Los Angeles
Taxpayers 4- debt-free water ?

Water and Power rate payers may want
to investigate the whole Department of
Water and Power to see whether the power
line from the Oregon Border is being paid
out of water and power rates, People in our
neighborhood have $85 water and power bills
for a two month period.

st i

*Limekiln creek figures are not complete. Source: L.A. Caunty
Flood Control Distriet  223-2111

***Source: Mr. Edwin Piper, Chief Administrative Officer,
MA 4-5211. On Nov. 4 City Council voted to receive an an-
nexation fee of $2,000,000+ and send the Bureau of
Right of Way and Land to assess park land costs, Council
voted for, Shepard against. On Feb. 18 when annexation
occurred the survey had noi yet been made. Several Coun-
cilmen were unhappy. Councilmen might have driven a
better bargain if they had realized what candy in the way
of total taxpayer's contributions they could withhold by
delaying annexation.

***Source: Los Angeles Public Schools—Fducational Housing
RI 7-4411.

****Source: Los Angeles Public Schools Real Estate Division,

789-8930.
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JOHN NAGY recently presented a new angle on
tawation to study for the Republican Women's Study
Club of Glendale. (L. to v.) Mrs. Helen Larkin,
president, Mrs. Cloude Slate, vico-president, Nogy
and Mrs. Vernon Beehler, 2nd vice-president.

Projections based on a @ county survey made by the Basic
Economic Education Foundation shows that Los Angeles local gov-
ernments are losing 1% billion dollars in tax base from under-
assessed properties. The City of Los Angeles alone is losing aimost
7 million doliars in revenue. Homeowners in Los Angeles county
pay more than 3 times the proportionate share of taxes as do
owners of vacant land, parking lots and downtown slum properties.
For results of equalization in one city read on.

Mayor James Clarkson of Southfield, Michigan said: “We were
able to recover $25,000 in revenue for the city by a complete re-
appraisal program. This reduced the tax rate for school, county
and drains by 7 per cent and gave every homeowner a reduction on
his tax bill.” If Southfield can do it, why not Los Angeles?

(ED. NOTE: JAMES CLARKSON WILL BE SPEAKING 1N
CALIFORNIA IN JULY ON THIS SUBJECT, AT LOS AN-
GELES TOWN HALL, SAN FRANCISCO AND SACRAMENTO.
IF YOU WOULD LIKE HIM TO SPEAK FOR YOU, NOTIFY
THE STATEWIDE HOMEOWNERS ASSN.)




Devoushire Estates Property Owners Protest $49 Hillion Por Year Giveawa 14

Hon. Members Los Angeles City Council

Ee: Couneil file No. 119666 Sunset Inter-
nutional Petrolewm Development Corpora-
tion

Please vote no on changes in the master

plan-of the-Santa WMondca Mouritsing 58 pro-

posed by Sunset Petroleum International
Development Corporation.

1. We oppose this plan because it is proposed
to move 30 million cubic yards of earth.

2. We voted for the $150,000,000 state beach
and park bond measure and are now irri-
tated that in Council File 119666 Siunset
proposes that this regional park become
“quasi-public” or not publie,

3. We feel that public park land and public
investment in scenic roads and turn-outs
should be moved away from Sunset's de-
velopment to better benefit the general
public.

4. We oppose relocation of public facilities
within Sunget:
an elementary school
2 neighborhood parks
1 district park
plus the regional park.
a fire station and
a helistop, and wonder if we taxpayers
will have to buy this land at fair mar-
ket value.

5. We point out that under Agsembly Bill
1150 signed into law by Governor Brown
July 23, 1965, “the governing body of a
city or county may by ordinance require
the dedication of land, the payment of
fees in leu thereof or a combination of
both for park or recreational burposes as
a condition to the approval of a final sub-
division map.”

Since the eity is working on this proposal,
we feel 1150 should be put into effect
first.

6. We object that Sunset International’s
project will cost the city 49 million dollars
a year, but the “broadened tax base will

only bring 5 million doliars = vear in
taxes,

IT it is an ideal of our free enterprise
economy that individuals should achieve

seif-relisnce and Independence, .3t should o

also be expected that a corporation: Sun-
set International Petroleum Development
listed in Poor's Register of Corporalions,
Directors and Executives and M. oody’s In-
distrial Monual as having a 25 miilion to
30 million dollars annual sales range and
1,860,600 dollars profit in 1965 should not
expect public agsistance.

Please vote no on Sunset’s plan.

“Cozy, yes but the taxes he pays,
are not for the birds”
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Dr. Freme Hickman

Assessor, Sacramento County

it has been said that a stone dropped ina
puddie will cause ripples to spread wide and
far.

Some months ago, a big rock was
droepped in Sacramento-ponid, and it's still
maldng waves.

Briefly sumsmarizing, Dr. rene Hickman,
Sacramento director of Statewide Home-
owners, was elected assessor of Bacra-
mento County in the June 1966 primary
election. Less than three months iater, fol-
lowing the death in office of the incurnbent
assessor, Richard Blechschmidt, Dr. Hick-
man was appoinied to the office for the re-
mainder of the term, and Sacramento has
never locked auite the same since.

Shortly after her appointment, Dr. Hick-
man was being interviewed by a reporter,
and casually mentioned that she would be
assessing all properties at 100 percent, as
provided for by the California Constitution.
The mention was casual, because she had
been saying this repeatediy during her
campaign.

Apparently no one had been listening,
and the reporter picked up the remark, ex-
panded it into a fuli sized article, and it ran
under headlines that touched off violent
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emotions in Sacramento like sparks in dry
grass. )
There was talk of a recall: The then-Gov-
error threatened a special saession of the
legislature. The Board of Equalization
threatened a restraining order. And people
who joked with her about the possibility of
an sssassinetion weren't sure it was all that
funny. ;
The animeosity that blessemed under the
warm rain of irresponsible accusation and
inaccurate contentions was not really a
laughing maitter.
£ great deal of the misunderstanding
came about when elected officials made
statements that this change in assessmerit
wouid boost taxes four times, that it would
cause financiai chaos, that people would
iose their homes, that industry would desert
Sacramento, and those considering moving
here would be frightened away. :
Newspaper stories never seem to get at
the real point of the idea, and she made
most of her converis, initiaily, by rmaking
speeches, whenever and wherever she was
asked. People, to their pleased surprise,
found they were going along with her when
they realized what she had i mind.
Now they have a
chance to really make
their acceptance public.

A decorous gold button emblazenad with
a blue “100", made its appearance in D
Hickman's office, and suddenly, everyong
is wearing them. And like saited peanuts,
it seems, no one can take just che. They
have to have one for the wife, or a friend;
or a group of friends. ’




indicative of the response to the buttons
- . . the first 2,000 she ordered disappeared
like the snows in March, and she ordered
another 10,000, Unlike a fad, which disap-
pears in a short time, these buttons are
still in great demand, many shopkespers
displaying a box of them for their patrons.

Of course, the underlying significance is
that the response is not to the buttons per
se, but to the policy which it represents.

The Board of Supervisors is preparing a
.. suit now, to.be_ heard before the Suprerme
Court, which would prevent Dr. Hickman
from assessing at her announced rate.

“This is the first suit of itg kind,” she said
whimsically. They haven't been faced with
the necessity of preventing an assessor
from trying to carry out the law before.”

The flurry of her announced 100 percent
intentions had not quite died down when a
reporter asked her what she would do if she
were in fact prevented from assessing at
that ratio. “Well,” she said thoughtfully, ©
might assess at 2C percent. .. as | am per-
mitted by ABS8O. It might show people that
by comparison, 100% isn't so bad after
all.”

What would this accomplish?

“For one thing, a greater number of vet-
erans would suddenly be eligible for exem-
tions, which are based not on actuai value
of property owned, but on assessed valy-
ation.

“i would make a greater number of peo-
ple eligible for welfare checks, when the
criteria for eligibility is the assessed value
of the person's home.

“School districts, who like being poor, be-
Ccause that means more money from the
State, would find themselves very poor
indeed.”

The storm broke again.

A bill was introduced into the legistature
which would prevent her from assessing at
20 percent. It was co-authored by Assem-
blyman LLeRoy Greene and Senator Albert
Rodda. Greene was noted just a few vears
ago for his desire to raise revenue in the
state by means of a legal lottery. Rodda is
a teacher of economics at Sacramento
State College.

During a television interview, Dr. Hick-
man admitted, “I am saying these things to
dramatize the ridiculous tax laws we now
have. It is not 1009% assessment which is
wrong. .. it is the related laws which are
based on a fractional assessment system.

“We are forced to pretend that a $20,000

house is worth only $5,000. We are forced
to pretend that when a veteran puts down
$250 closing costs, he really owns a
$20,000 home. Well, he doesn't,

"We should be able to stop pretending
that things are what they are not.

“Let's obey the law, or change the law,
but let's stop winking at the law.”

Making two and three speeches a day,
often, Dr. Hickman is finding that the mare
people understand of what she is doing, the

rmore they declare themselves to-be.with. -

her. She is even finding many invitations
from schools and colleges, with interested
students asking evocative questions.

And when she is featured speaker at a
Eroup, there is geherally a rise in attendance
from 20 to 50 percent.

Governor Ronald Reagan has asked that
10 percerit be lopped off everything this
year, and the State tries to comply, even to
baking a birthday cake for him, with 10
Percent missing.

But there is ne indication from the Hick-
man camp that assessments will drop to
90 percent.

ChHotice

As of this writing, the suit against Dr,
Hickman has still not been filed, leading some
Lo believe their case may not be as slrong as
they believe. It may not be filed at all.

IT'S NEVER TOO LATE
DEPARTMENT

A very comprehensive “Revision of
the California Revenue System to effect
a reduction in Property Taxes and a
limit on Governmental Expenditures”
was introduced to the Legislature by
State Controller Ray L. Riley and Fred
E. Stewart, member of the State Board
of KEqualization and Director of the Tax
Regearch Burean.

The year was 1933 and California was
struggling to recover from the Great Depres-
sion, It was a year of taxpayers’ strikes, enor-
mous tax delinguencies, organized debtors,
marches on: Washington, a time of unrest simi-
lar in many ways to the present.

This proposal would have imposed a limit
on governmental growth to the extent that
no agency, State, distriet or municipal, would
have been allowed more than 5 per cent growth
per year. The State itself would not have been
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allowed more than 5 per cent over a two year
period unless two-thirds of the Legislature
voted in favor thereof.

The Riley-Stewart plan also called for
equalization of the property tax and for all
property to be assessed at FULL CASH
VALUE. It called for consolidation of assess-
ment and collection of taxes by the State
Board of Equalization. It also would have sub-
jected all school costs to budgetary control.

This plan =zlso. would have instituted a
transaction tax similar to the one used in

- Hawail, (Calif; Howisowney, April 1965y, -
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In discussing the need for assessing
at Full Cash Value, the authors of the
plan stated “Nothing would happen by
this change to 100 per cent assessment
for the reason that we are not dealing
in tax rates but in a limitation of ex-
pended tax dollars. That is important

for under the PRESENT SYSTEM,

IT IS ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE TO
SUCCESSFULLY COMPUTE AN
ASSESSMENT MADE BY THE
COUNTY ASSESSOR WHEN HE
HAEITUALLY EMPLOYS A PER-
CENTAGE FACTOR IN PREPAR-
ING HIS ASSESSMENT ROLLS. AS
A RESULT, TREMENDOUS IN-
EQUALITIES OF ASSESSMENT

ARE ALWAYS PREVALENT AND.

ANYTHING LESS THAN AN AS-
SESSMENT BASED UPON FULL
CASH VALUE IS DECEPTIVE AND
NOT CONDUCIVE TO THE DEVEL-
OPMENT OF CONFIDENCE IN
THE PUBLIC OFFICER WHQ IS8
CHARGED WITH THAT DUTY!

“Can’t keep it up much longer, though, Taxes go up EVERY year.”




LETTERS

We in SPUR are ve ry ple

¥

he rocon

o be recog-
nized hy the Statfewide Homeowners Associa-
ticn of California, Inc. We ore particularly
pleased  because Frequently neighborhood
projects do not receive much offention even
though  we believe they are extremely impor-
tant to the welfare of the community.

Sincerely

Martimer Fleishhacker, Jr.
President

# # #

Please send me yow magazine al my San
Francisco address instead of the Staie Capitol.
It’s good reading.

Sydney Kossen
Political Writer

# # #

Weep and you weep along with all the
other taxpayers. Smile and folks think you are
tricky. We pay a tax on the lumber we buy to
build a home and we pay a tax year after year,
when it is put together. Someday, they may
even tax us for hoping our tax woes will be
eased.

Are we represented or are we resented?
if the citizens could vote on varicus foreign
loans, many of them would be ended. The
taxes, not the citizens! That would help lower
our taxes. A waste of government money may
be traced to over-buying building material,
office supplies, machinery and all kinds of
war materials. This is due, in part, to young
and inexperienced purchasing agent helpers.
Some of it, no doubt, is the result of, “You
help me and I will return the favor.’’ Otherwise,
how come all those generals and sdmirals are
working for the big aircraft and electronics
firms which supply the Ammy, Navy and Air
Force?

My property in Anzona is surrounded by
beautiful red rock mountains. When I tried to
gei my taxes lowered 2 bit, the sssessor said,
“Buat look at the magnificent scenery you
have.”” My answer was, ‘“The Supreme Being
put that there, long before you were created;
vou, or the govemment had nothing to do with
it’’ To date, my taxes have not been lowered
S0, because I happened to buy a little house
amongst some red rocks, my taxes are higher!
Okay assessor, now I've seen the view, how
many times deo I have to pay for it?

You and your co-workers are to be congratu-
lated for your untiring efforts to bring such an
important message to the taxpayers of Calif
omia and the nation. May you continue the good
work and we hope our government officials will
realize that the people are intelligent and wide
awake and won’t hold still for excessive tax-
ation forever.

Herb Cook, Sedona, Arizona

# # #

We have just received the September Issuve
of your magazine, which we subscribed to
thinking it was intended to contain intelligent
articles of seme value to homeowners regarding
real estate and fax problems, and not a means
for smearing individuals, such as your 3 page
article ‘“*Button, Button™ by Wilbur E. Pereira
regarding some members of the Alessio family.

It is sad the article failed to mention ony
of the fine, generous things Mr. John Alessio
has done both sides of the border, also the
huge number of people who receive employment
from these various successful enferprises.

Kindly remove our name from your mailing
fist.

Mr. & Mrs. Elmer Muhl .

cc: Mr. John Alessio
# # #

In reply to your letter of August 21 ad-
dressed to the California Homeowner Magazine,
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and of which vou sent a copy o me, | was at
a complete loss on the type of article that Mr.
Rilbur E. Percira wrote. [ can anly hope thai
some time he will have the courtesy to come
to visit me and listen to the other side of the
of the story. T just cannot snderstand why with
this ‘world so turned around, where so many
good things can be done, they should write
these articles just to be writing something.

At least | can sav I have had many impor-
tant arficies written on my behalf hy large
magazines. Maybe when he comes o see me |
can ask him if he knew that also. Of course,
he has his rights to do whatever he wants,
but I always say there are two sides to a story.

Very sincerely yours,

John 5. Alessio
Chairman of the Board

cc: Michele Hamilton Greenhill, Editor
California Homeowner Magazine.

# # #

A copy of your article “The Big Water
Giveaway' has been forwarded to me, and |
would like to comment on ihese points that
pertain to the Kern County Land Company.

First of all, the mere fact that you mention
the company prominently in an article entitied,
“The Big Water Giveaway'' is grossly mis-
leading and unfair.

The figure which you quote for our owner-
ship in California of 348,026 acres seems io
be the same on thet George Ballis hos been
using for several years and is in error, as are
some of the other figures for the other com.
panies. To set cur part of the record straight,
KCL owns about 400,000 acres in California,
the bulk of which is waste land or lond used
for grazing. 120,000 acres is irrigated, ond of
this all but 10,000 acres is leased to some
350 farmers. This land, if divided among the

stockholders, would give sach shareowner
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shout & acres.

You alse allude to land monopely, which |
do not believe exists in Colifornia, The large
ownerships in Kern County, for example, do
not preclude any interesied person from pur-
chasing any omount of lend of the highest
quality in the County. The situation to me
seems quite different from certain South Amer
ican  countries where there are but limited
quonttties of high-grade land not freely offered
for sale.

Very truly vours,

Wm. Hunt Convad
Manager-Industry Affairs

Nellie Parr Moskey, who is one of the few
people 1o regularly attend meetings of the Board of
Fducation, discusses the reasons why everyone
should pay more attention to these matters with
bmmanuel Day and John Nagy (right) at meeting

of the Silverlake Homeowners Association,

SUMMER SESSIONS IN MEXICO

Intensive courses in Spanish Longuage and
Literature, Mexican Culture and Latin American
Civilization for college students and teachers.
Special pregram exclusively for high scheol
students.  Write:
[nstitute  de

Apartado 358,

Estudios Iberoamericanos

Seitille, Coah., Mexico




Why

The
Christian
Science
Monitor
recommends
you read
your local
newspaper

Your local newspaper keeps you in-
fyrmed of what's happening in your
area— community events, public
meetings, sfories abouf people in
your vicinity. These you can't — and
shouldn't — do withount.

HOW THE MONITOR COMPLEMENTS
YOUR LOCAL PAPER

The Monitor specializes in analyzing
and interpreting national and world
news . . . with exciusive dispafches
from one of the largest news bu-
reays in the nation's capital and
from Monitor news experts in 40
sverseas sountries and alf 50 states,
TRY THE MONITOR — IT'S R PAPER
THE WHOLE FAMILY WILL ENJBY
The Christian Science Monitor

One Norway Street

Boston, Massachusetts, U.S.A, 02115
Please start my Moniter subscription for
tite period checked helow. |. enciose
$ (U.5. fends).

{1 i YEAR $24 [1 6 months $12

{1 3 months $6 T

Name

Street,

City

State 7IP Gode
FB-17

Classified

cepted subject Lo appro hugi-
ness manager, Rate for single inser-
tion 3.00. at §1.00 per line, 3 lines
wminimum (abour 20 words).  For 50
lines used in 12 months, 75¢ per line,
Specixl educational rates on reguest.
Full payment with ordet required if
eredit has not been established, We
farward mail received In answer io
box numbers. CLASSIFIRD DEPT.,
Culifornia  Homeowner, 953 KEighth
Ave., Room 212, San IHego, Calif.
92101,

PUBLICATIONS

BUSINESS DG

¥

Pacific Coast Business and Shipping

. incorperating

flegister. Hartan ¥roir, Publisher
and Toditor. £3.00 per vear. Monthly.
681 Market, San Francisco, Calil.

DRGANIZATIONS

INCENTIVE TAXATION COMMITTERE
of CALIFORNLA

P.0O.Box 2521, San Dego, {alif.92112

An organization for business and

professional people who want to elim-
inate the husiness inventory tax, and
the tax on machinery and equipment
so  the husiness climate will im~
prove in California.

SAN FRANCISCO COMMITTEE to
REFORM ASSESSMENT of PRIVATE
PROPERTY (SCRAPP), 501 Duncan
§t., San Francisce, Calif. 94117

GRADED TAX LEAGUE of PENN
710 Bakewell Bldg., Pittsburgh 19, Pa.

Write for, ““Pittshurgh’s Pioneeting in
Scientifie Taxation.”

PUBLIC  HEVENUE EDUCATION
COUNCIL, 705 Olive, 5t. Louis, Mo,

Write for Property Tax Information.

RODKS

TIME TO SPEAK UP, # book on pub-
lic speaking for women. Published
hy Harper Bros,, New York, Author,
Jessie Haver Butler, 660 W. Bonita
Ave., Claremont, Calif. 91711, Price
st book stores, $3.95 plus tax, aule-
graphed copy from author, including
postage, $4.25.

INSURANCE

Midland National life
MOBTGAGE PROTECTION PLAN
Family Home Losn Agency

3305 Wilshire Bled,
Los Angeles, Calif, 90005

FIRE PREVENTION

FLAME PROGFING
FiE EXTINGUESHERS
DXYGEN TANKS and MASKS

753 Fourth Ave,. San Diego, Calil,
Phoner 232-0105

CANDY

FUND RAISING
SPRECIAL EVENTS
Ask for
SEELEY™ CANDY
at vour favorite market

For fund reising in vour club, or or-
ganization call or write SEELEY'S.

if vou need candy for a SPECIAL
EVENT. call or write 5K LEY S

SERELEY™S CANDY STICK
V060 17th Street
Qan DHego, Calif. 92101

Phone: 233-3397
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WHY SHOULD YOU BE PENALIZED
FOR IMPROVING YOUR PROPERTY?

Stafewide Homeowners
Association works for:

| Equilization of the

STATE WIDE
HQ M E QW N E RS Fair Assessmenis

tower Taxes For

ASSOCIATION Horieoweers nd

Businessmen

AND HELP ' Elimination of the

Personal Property Tax

REDUCE TAXES Tax Relief for Aged

Homeowners

R S WE . Want to join Statewide HOMEOWNERS Association
and Work Together for Jobs, Prosperity, Lower Toxes and Fair Assessments

NAME

ADDRESS

cny TEL. ZONE

Mail fo Membership office, Homeownrers, 952 Eighth Avenue, San Diego, Celif. $210)

[ ! enclose $2.00. {71 Bill me Ilafer.




y The
Christian

newspaper

Your iocal newspaper is a wide-range
newspaper with many features. Hs
emphasis is on local news, It also
reports the major national and inter-
national news,

THE MONITOR COMPIEMINTS YOUR
LOGAL PAPER

We speciaiize in anaiyzing and inter-
preting the important national and
international news. Qur intention is
to bring the news into sharper focus.
The Monitor has a world-wide staff of
correspondents — some of them rank
among the werld's finest. And the
Monitor's incisive, provocative edi-
terials are followed just as closely
by the men on Capitol Hill as they
are by the intelligent, concerned
adult on Main Street,

WHY YOU SHOULD TRY THE MONITOR
You probaily know the Monitor's pro-
fessional reputation as one of the
world's finest newspapers. Try the
Monitor; see how it will take you
above the average newspaper reader.
Just fill out the coupon below.

The Christian Science Monitor

One Norway Strest

Boston, Massachusetts, U.S.A. 02115
Please start my Monitor subscription for
the period checked below. | enclose
$ {U.5. funds).

[J 1 YEAR $24 [ 6 months 512
{71 3 menths $6

Name

Street

City

State ZIP Code

PB16A

N T WA KR S SreTy P TN wNIE] KNSR ESEY

Classified

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS accepted
subject {o approval of business manager.
Rate for single insertion $3.00, at $1.00
per line, 3 lines minimum (2bout 20
words). For 50 lines used in 12 months,
75c per line. Special educational rates
orr request. Full payment with order re-
quired if credit has not been established.
We forward mail received in answer to
box numbers. Classified Department, Cali-

* fornia Homeowner, 953 Eighth Ave., San

Diega I, Calif.

BOOKS

Books on many subjects — religion, his-
tory, economics, sociology, politics, trav-
el, psychology, philosephy, the occult, etc.
Telephone 296-1560. Controversial Book-
store, 3627 30th St, San Diego.

Time to Speak Up, a book on public
speaking for women. Published by Harp-
er Bros., New York, Author, lessie Haver
Butler, 1707 Wright St., Pamona, Calif.
$395 plus tax at book stores, auto-
graphed copy from author $4.25 includ-
ing postage.

EDUCATION

Tiny college offers stimulating, student-
centered studies. Blake College, Valle de
Bravo, Mexico,

Green Yalley; a small, tutorial schael in
the progressive tradition. Orange City 10,
Florida,

Midland Mational Life
MORTGAGE PROTECTION
Family Home Loan Agency
3305 Wilshire Blvd.
Los Angeles 5, California

PLAN

FLAME PROOFING
Fire extinguishers and ffame proofing,
732 Fourth Ave., San Diego.

GIFTS

Seeley's Candy, sold at major stores and
markets. Ask for Seeley’s candy products,
or teleshene San Diego 233-3397,

TRAVEL

Windjammer cruise to remote tropical
islands. Adventure bookfet on request.
Capt. Mike Burke, Dept. 15, P.O. Box
1051, Miami Beach 39, Florida.

Continental Trailways, national and in-
ternational routes and tours. Offices in
all major cities. San Diego headguarters,

448-W: -Broadway; telephone 232-0811;- - -

PUBLICATIONS

Fragments, a quarterly. 248-47 Jamaica
Ave,, Bellerose, N.Y. 11426, $2 a year.

American Rationalist, independent free-
thought journal. Free sample copy. Box
1762, St. Louis, Mo, 63199,

A Way Out, bimonthly, $3.50 a vear.
Dedicated to individual liberty and social
decentralization. Published by School of
Living, Lane’s End Homestead, Brooks-
ville, Ohio 45309, -

ORGANIZATIONS

Homemakers
Bricge the Gap Between Home and School
Everywomans Village
Ciasses in Living
5634 Sepulveda Blvd.
Yan Nuys, Calif.  State 0-9077

Incentive Taxation Committee of Cali-
fornia, 1106 First National Bank Bldg.,
San Diego 1, Calif. The organization for
business and professional people who wast
To eliminate the business inventory tax,
machinery and equipment tax, personal
property tax, and who want to imprave
the California property tax structure,

San Francisce Committee to Reform As-
sessment of Private Property (SCRAPP) 26
QO’Farrell St., San Francisco 2.

Graded Tax League of Pannsylvania, 710
Bakewell Bidg., Pittsburgh 19, Pa, Write
for, “‘Pittsburgh’s Pioneering in Scientific
Taxation.”

EXPEDITION

To Remate Tropcol Isktnds

W BAREFOOT VACATIONS' for casual folk

10 DAYS BEORE THE BUAST freme 8175
Adreniure Booklet on Request
Capl MidaBwrke- Repl T5-F € Bur 51 - Mopmi Jescd 30 Yy,

WINDJAMMER CRUISES
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WHY SHOULD YOU BE PENALIZED
FOR IMPROVING YOUR PROPERTY?

 STATE WIDE
HOMEOWNERS

ASSOCIATION

AND HELP
REDUCE TAXES

YES, | ‘Want to join Statewide HOMEOWNERS Association
and Work Together for Jobs, Prosperity, Lower Taxes and Fair Assessmenis

NAME

ADDRESS

CIty

Mail to Membership office, Homeowners, 953 Eighth Avenue, San Diego, Calif. 92101
[1 t enclose $2.00. 1 Bill me loter.




