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Progress?i - 15 46% seres in subdivisions - 16,846 lote - Bny County in Califoroiz would be
provud to make this statement, bt let's ook z litile deeper into the siealion. A recenl land use
swvey revealed that only 10 027 of these lols kave 2 houwse sn them. This leaves s whopping
§9 9% vacant asd wndeveloped and these subdivisions age varied in age fom 2 yesss to 10 years
pid. Wearly all lots have besy sold, “SMALL DOWN' 4 LITTLE PER MONTH 10 peobls in
ihe Mfemspaiémﬂ areas of Califerois. Hawall, Hong Keng, Pirillipines, Chicage and other places
iy we{i £y oo Fy‘ﬁd iera {mm;&y Thaze EQ“LJ are scatlsred over Eiiﬁ {g;séﬁr Hiz.{i 0 oup Coully
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school bus was ohserved mmu% GiEiE dui;i nowe to a subdivision home 9 miles frim ’ﬁ_E!U‘é}»E
Another 330 60000 bus was seen baulieg 7 children 10 2 sobdivision home 5 miles from school.
The schosls incidentally are cily schoals and there are very few homes bhetwean the subdivision
and school The cost Lo counly goveramen! hes aol bees caloelsted bad the wiles of toads need
m&paaﬁug impgrovemenis need Lo be maiolzined, plannilg iaff incressed as well 48 recorders,
sorg, tay colleciors, bealth depaimenis and sther departiments bave fo be enlarged lo serve
these areas.
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required now in our valley subdivisions along
with  high standard roads. bai. the moupiain
needs the sewer wqu!xemon badly and

is not vet n ":dmu“\ [ rent stream

Puihiimﬂ A poliey of 7 need  in an area shoald
be exercised to keep population concentraied
in arcas already emf[}‘-ring county services Lo iis
peaple  and to cut out the “furban sprawl”
concepl.
MAINTENANCE DISTRICTS

The use of muintenan districts to maintain
roads, water snd sewer svatem
of the investors must bsrf cantinued o pi'(_s?é-*{i';
the  tolal property lax paver, The Hoard of
Bupervisers have askead the wlaiure to make
a change in the streets and Hig code o
special districis 1o
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fuinre  building in these vacant subdivisions.

VACANT LOTS UNDERASSESSED

It &= the opimion of this writer that the
assessments on these lots are weefully low.
Constdered market value is ofien 25% of the
purchase pri : ] ilation of “cash
value™" \l)'i(f‘pl. lhpw\: lots sell like hoy cakes
and those very sales should he the indication of
values. There is ne legitimaie evouse for the
assessor 1o have any discretinon of, “a lutle
less™.  Whatever assessment is losi in thie
arca, other local sources must make up the
ditference. cavsing an additional burden on the

3

already over-burdened property tax payer, the
homeowner, farmer and businessman.

PROGRESS WILL COME

The fuivre of Madera Cousty must be
tected feom thess praciices, When A1
From sweithin. f.et

progress  come, b will come
the self-serving, gei-rich-guick artist  reap
their huarvs
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To be or not o he.. .. 1087 assessment. ...
that iz still the big quesiion in Sacramento

Comty. It will be decided by the Supreme Conmt
when it sits in Los Asgeles Juae § o 8

. Irene Hickman, Sacvamenio county asses-
sor, caught the attention of the Siate of Calif
ornia several monihs ago when she insisied she
would carry out her campaign promises 1o assess
all land in Sacramento County ab 100% of muket
valne, as provided for in Article X1, See. 13,
of the Constitulion.

Hecently, a law was passed, ABBD, which
grovided thal assessmenis te sguslized hetween
23 and 25 per ceni dwing the nexi five yvears,
bringing zll assessmenis to Z5% at the end of (he
nexi five yvenprs, This, sald Dy, Hickman's sppen-
ents, is the law, and she mesi fellow it. She
coniends, on the other hasd, ithat ihe law is
that it

unconstitational, ia goes  against the
specific wording of the Constifution, “All pro-
perty sublect o faxation shall be assessed for
taxalion at iis full cash value ™’

Hey apponents concede this s what the words
say all right, but thar den’t whai ?]’if’} mean.
:E"‘!'? '_Eilfl{.:f.‘%('i.}i’ﬁ‘ ll"!t"‘li’ E.h’}iﬂE‘ 11!3(1 Lav P!'E"mi‘!il }Fl‘.i‘
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her by

Board of Supervisors, Elk Grove tlnilied Scheol

COLYIng
againsi the Uouniy of Sacramento. the
Digirier, Ban Juan Unified School Dismeivt and Los
Hins College District, The

in their

groups were joined

f.?E I“%ei cramentao,

endeavors by the
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The Camt’s Friend is argoing that neither the

authors nev ihe votors  tended any change in
assessment procedures  when the Riley-Stewart
plé!ﬂ, t.hﬂ" fl}!] '\.'i}l”éf assessment pl‘!’)\-i:‘iii}!%. WAk
voted on, back in 1933,

They =aid fismly. Tt seems highly uniikely
thut such a change would have been atizmpted

t oand discusaio

withoni

in the State

clearly outlining arguments, pro

At the same lime, logal papsis
carried  stories
and con, concerming the bill In the San Francisce
it

Examiner of June 9, 19737
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When you are elecied fowr times (o the of
fice of Mayor you musi bave some preity good
ideas about runming a city. JAMES CLARK-
SON, now on his fowth term as Maver of Soulh-
field, Michigan, says he likes their city charier
which prevents the Mayvor asd City Council fram
warking foo closely, "'l preventis coliusion,”
he says. Hather than blame the charter for o
alowing him io refosm bad zssessment poli-
oies, CAARKSOMN has rushed in whese angels
feared to trsad.

The first thing Clarkson did was demand a
compleie re-assessment of the city by an out-
side apwraisal fvm. Thes be announcsd that
all propeity would be aszsessed szt the same
ratie to market value, no more of the high
assessmenis o homeowners and businesamen
and fow assessmenis on srime vacani land.
Soon, Southfield led eight other subwhbs of
Delroil in savings on city, cownfy and schoal
taxes of homeowners aod businesswmen. The
#7 million picked op from idle valoabie lapg
gave ofher properly owners some tay rvelief.
VEgual assessmenis more conectly distribuies

10

assessment refor:

1ayor re-electe

d

By Michele Homilion Greenhill

the properly fax, zad does mof overburden the
homeowner,”” said Clarkson.

“There is very little valuable land in South-
field which iz not put fo produaciive use, we
kave no room o oul cily for vacani of poorly
used land. Unlike the decavisg hearis of most
citiss where their Main Sireets have turmed
inte slum buildings, ane level parking lois and
old frame houses.

“Every cify must continne o be modern
ang not be afraid of innovations) coniinned
Clarksen, “‘citiss should pot place a greater
emphasis on vesisd iplerests than on the
health and growith of the «ity.”’

CLARKSON was soon labeled ‘ouispoken
and controvessial’ by those cpposing his re-
fory policies., His main argusment has been
fhat as long as valaabie siies sre nob paying
their falr share of the faxes, they will aot be
developed, H prime locations sit vacahi,
they play havoo with good planning asd the
city will not develop properdy,” 'Clarkson said.

CLARKSON APPOINTE TEDL GWARTNEY
ASSESSOR of SOUTHFIELD

Ted Gwariney, former Heal Property Ap-
praiser for the County of Sacramento, was ap-



enis In Ssora

poinied Assessor fop the City of Boathiisld by
Mayor Clarkson, with approval of the Ciy
Couneil.

Gwartney received his Bachelor of Selence
degree al San Dego State Collsge and his cer
tificate ip Real Estate at the University of
California 4t Los Angeles.

Gwartney has been on the staff of Bacra-
meato Coonty's v, Iress Hickman, {(100percent
asseasor) and agrees completely with her stand
to assess aceoding to the law, Prior o golng
g Sncraments, he was an appraiser for a Los
Lngeles Savings and Loaw fiom. The 26 year
old  assessor will be the yoeungesi in the

G OCLARKSON . recently re-elected 1o his fourih term as Mavor of
will wisit Oadid

Ly

pria the week of Jupe 26 far

can Franciscn, San Biego and

wation, but has picked up much of the fire from
his most recent boss, D, Hickmas,  He in-
tends to coplinpe fhe policies of ihe Mayor
and the reqeiremenis of the law to assess all
praperty for its highest and best vae,

While in Los Angeles, Gwaringy was on the
speakers burestof STATEWIDE HOMEOWNERS
ARROUCIATION. Owariney and Clarkson will
make 2 fine team. We ooly wish that Oakland,
{05 Angeles, Bap Frapcises and San Blego
had swch teams. ‘Phey wmighi revitalize thelr
iheir Dowsiown properties A la Seuthiield, in-
stead of A iz Pedeyal Ushan Benowal

End
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Beddeh s of the inion thar alifornia
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EGYPT wiLl BE THE GREATEST AMONG NATIONS.

MY GOVERNMENT PROGRAM WIiLL PROVIDE
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Jabin Magy, president of Sisfewids Home-
owners Asseciation fold the Bel Chamber of
Gemmerce Wow Galifernia can became a very
afyractive state for indusiry.

ke eriticized sur tay structurs which penal-
izes business and indusiry, *'We must have 2

fax structure that will compete with other siates
for industry taxwiss,

Hagy pointed to the fact that Bell was sur-
reunded by ofher cities, so the snly way fo
boost the ecsnomy is from within., "'Vacant
1ot en veur Main Streefs enly hinder progress,
and vitality,” He said. VWhat goeod is 2 Park-
way down the middle of Atiantic Elivd. I you
have Junk yards, vacsat lets that ave naot for
sale, and decrepii oid howses ¥hat are not for
safe, facing #,7 he addsd.

He said Federal Urkan Benewal is net the
answer o ridding cities of slums. He said the
answer is in our free enverprize sysvem, ''But
we de ot afleow the system to work. Free en-
terprize can ORIy work fhrough the profit mo-
tive, and our fax structure harnesses the pro-
fit motive backwards. The profitable thing 1o
do with an eld houss, or & vacani le¥ sn Af-
fantic Bivd, is sit on i fill veu doubls or {rip-
Ie vewr imvestmeni. In the meantime, the ten-

Sk v oal the Bell

Tuncheon, from lefi, Korin Goddard, Pauf

grber of Commerce

Leavel], realtor, Dr. Ray Molinary, FPresi-

¢ of the Chamber, Jobn Nagy and Hulk
Farrow, Chamber manager,
munity be damped. Federal Urban Renewal has
no? splved the housing problems in big eifies,
war will i ever solve jt, ' he added.
He told them thai the only wav ¥o get vid
of siums is fo take the prefit out of slums,

Magy told the Chamber miembers thai the
hest way 1o ¢id sur cities of slums and vacant
ghoice lots, as well as create 2 gosd busimess
chimate, is fo colieet all focal preperty taes
fram land vatues snly. A& valuabie fot would
pay high taxes, a cheap fot would pay low tax-
es. Mowmeowners would pay less iaves thas
they do now, se weuld husinesswen and farm-
ers, Ooly slums and vacant lefs would pay
more, he toid fhem.
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send a speaker to Del Norte Couniy for owr mass
membership meeting? Also, please let us know

what the cost would he.
Thank vou for all
Art Greenwood, President
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you r
your lecal
newspaper

Your local newspaper is @ wide-range
newspapar with many features. lis
emphasis is on Iocal news. 1t alse
reports the major sational and inter-
national news.

THE MDRITOR COMPLEMENTS YOUR
10CAL PAPER

We spesialize in analyzing and jnter
preling the important naticnal and
iternaiional news, Dur intention is
to bring the news ints sharper fosus.
The Monitor has & worldwide staff of
correspondeats — same of tham rank
among the world's finest. And the
Monitoi's incisive, provocative edi-
torials arz foliowed just as closaiy
by ihe men on Capitol Hitt as they
are by the ntelligent, conceried
adult on Main Street.

WHY YU SHOULD TRY THE MOWITOR
fou probably know the Monttor's pro-
fessional repuiation as one of the
worid's finest newspapers. Try the
Monilor; see how it will take you
above the average newspaper reader.
Just fill pui the coupon below,

The Christian Stience Moniler

One Norway Street

Boston, Massachusetis, U.SA 07115
Pleaze sizrt my Monitor subseription for
the period checked Deiow. | sigloss
& (LS fund sy

{7 LYERR §24 (3 & morths $12
[} 3 months &6
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WHY SHOULD YOU BE PENALIZED
FOR IMPROVING YOUR PROPERTY?

Statewide Homeowners
Association works for:

Equilization of the

Property Tax

Fair Assessments

HOMEOWNERS

Lawer Taxes For

ASSOCIATION

Businessmen

AND HELP Elimination of the

Personod Property Tax

REDUCE TAXES Tax Relief for Aged

Hameowners

YES, L. WE . .. Wanl to join Statewide HOMEOWNERS Association
and Work Together for Jobs, Prosperity, Lower Tazes ond Fair Assessmienis

MAME
ADBDRESS.

HS 20ME

Mail 1o MembBership witice, Homeowners 53 Eighth Avenue, San Diego, Calid $210)
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