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BEVOTED T0O: explaining the
: social nature of ground-rent and
- N the injustice of taxation.
! ADVOCATING: the complete
. E abolition of taxation. The public.
SUBSCRIPTION 8 4 R collection of the ireely offered’
$1 PER ANNUM e and automatically adeguate
. ground-dues.
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We ars publishing extracts from Vancouver City accounts showing
the approximate amount of income derlved from ground-rent. The picture
is fairly clear; assesscments are reasonably accurate and few areas are
exempt., lands of senior government fall into this category for what
is known as "general Purposes", but some of these are not exempd from
school tax assessment, A

The full tax picture includes for general purpeses, taxes on
improvements at 75% of value, land at 100%. The ratio is the same for
school purposes, but there is an additional tax on machinery and
equipment at 75% of value, Income in excess of tax yield includes
Hprofit" on water undertaking, subventions from senior governments
most notably for education and "welfare", also fees, fineg, etc. All
this is treated on a separate sheet attached.

In direct contrast with the Vancouver scene, is the tax picture
in the Praser Valley. Assessments are wildly unrealistic, Where

7 plleged farmers are in power, they grent themselves 21l kinds of

exemptions and asseas anything over five acres at around %% of wvalue,
The mayor «f one municipality has nearly one hundred acres in a growing
ares and intersceted by important routes. He has constantly tried Yo
keep "farm'assessments down, even ‘o spawning the brilliant idea of
valuing according to "fertility" and disregarding community growthe.

At B conservasive estimate the value of the land mentioned is one
quarter of a million dollars. Cu this there are two houses and barns.
His tax bill tc the muniecipality ie $1,002.90, towards which he will
receive a provinecial grant of $170., Tor being a "farmer' he will
receive other exemptiong.

In the couslguous valley city, there is the amazing sight of
greeunouses acrcss the street from the city hall. This area is currently
assessed at §3,800 although a real estate company 1s at present asking
$1% . ° mililon for the site. Needless to say, all this ares shows the
gymptoms of land speculation,- forms in the middle of a city, decreplit
puildings in all stsges of decay, subdivisions of half-~acre lots away
in the bush, houses that were finished to the stage when the tax-load
vecame 100 zreat to bear.

¢.B.C. Nows -~"Israel refuses to withdrawi. Garbagel! Only the
individual cen make a decision., Israel as a geographic area cannot”
think or decide. Israel as a community can't think or decide wither.
Only the individual Israellans can decide and thelr decisions are many.
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EENT COF BARE TAND ADRQUATR FOR SOCLAL NLRDS?

VANCOUVER EXAMCLE

Vancouver ‘c land assessments are reasonably accurate. They reflect perhaps 80%
of the currons walue of land titles. The following figures ere for 1969.

Tetel aosessment, Land for 1969 $1,197,752,015

Gereral purposes mii rate, 15.1

Genaral Purpose revenue from Land. $13.C00,000

Tand assessment for Schoole (ons-half value) $552,820,078

Schools reverue from lands $16,500,000

TOTAL 1969 BEVELUS Frou LAND: $34.500,000 = A

This revenus represents a partial confiscabtion of ground-rent in Vancouver City.

Since around $1,2 Billfons of land velue are etill in the hands of title<holders,
(this is the mesning of ascessed value) we can estimate vhat rental this sum would
bring in by assuming it to be a "capital" sum a® Interest. Supposing the rate of
interess to be ¢, we caleulate:

Eo

TOTAL OF GROUND-RENT REMLINING IN THE HANDS OF TITIE<HCLDERS $72 Millions <~ B

:

- P [
TOTAL OF GRUTED~RENT AVAILABIE ( A plus B) $106,5 Millions

THIS ST 1 TMVEDTATELY AVATLABLA TO THE CITY, BUT TWO-TEIRDS OF THIS NOW GOES
INTO PRIVATE PQCKELS ( SPECULATORS WHO DO NO USEFUL WORK AS WELL AS GOOD

CITTZENS WHO USE THEIR CWN SITES.)

Vancouver's Expenditure for 1969 (pops ¥ Million) $113,928,200

This sum includss many peyments resuitanl upon the soclal evils of taxation of
improvements, taxation of labour, taxation of szles, and upon the social symptome of
erime, drug esddiction, and ignorande. The following payments were subtracted from tha°
above totel being desmod noneessentlaly Churches’ taxes excused, Redevelopment dowmbowr
Redsvelopment #4231, Redevelepment West End Cenirs, Purchase of sites, loss on land
deals, Payment for debl service, Soclal Azsistance, One-half of expenditure on
protection of perzons and property.

TOTAL OF 1969 NON-ESSENTTAL EXPENDITURE: $31,528,965
BSSENTTAL EXPENDITURE s 482,399,235
PRESENT GROUND-RENT $106,500,000
GROUND-RENT SURPLUS TO THE KERDS OF VANCOUVER: $24,,100,765

Note %hat whon the City coilects the full rental value of all the sites, the
price of tho 4 title dilseppcars. Holders must develop sites or relinguish them to
someone whe L& stlo to develop. Urban renewal beccmes costless. The City does not
have to tuy land st a value caused by its active citlzens. Unerployment is no longer
a problem. Twenty thousand Jollare is immedistely cub off the price of a house. The
construction industry gets into gead and sparks proeperity.
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KERP TRYING

Sometimes 1t seems that discussion and letter-writing produce
1ittle result so all-pervading is the propagenda of those who uitter
meaningless words and with them Justily demands for socially harmful
action, — like the B.0C. Tel. who once informed the public that a great
increase in the number of subscoribers meant that telephone mabes had
to increase. Neveritheless, now and then, stccesSs does come,

A lebter to Sun columnist Alan Fotheringham resulted in t
following quotation appearing Feb 12th in a very prominent pos
that paper, : _

he L
ition in

—— Vinston Courenill, in the People's IHights, 1909, "roads sre made,
streets are made, way services are lmproved, electric light turus

3

night into day, eleciric trams glide swiftly to and fro, water is
brought from reservolrs & hundred miles off in the mountaing - and all
the while the landlord site still, Bvery one of of those lmprovements
ig effected b labour and at the cost of the peoples To not cne of
those improvemnets does the land moncpolist as a land monopollst
contribube end, by every one of them the value of his land is sensibly
ennanced. He rendsrs no servies to the communibty, he conlrlbutes
aothing to the general welfare: he contributes nothing even to the
process Trom which his own enrichment is derived,”

A few days later, this gquote was_requoted by Munlcipal Assessor
Jemes: Gardner of Wegt Vancouver when Britlsh Pacifie Properties Ltd,
appealed sgainst assessment of 2,783.2 acres of undeveloped land,

Gordnsy sald, "lhuwrchill's words are just as applicable today in
Britist criies |

tends bake up the pen and call someone's attention

a fce, Look whot others dod - The Feb, 1971 issue of the

tWorthwest Technoeralt verroduces a page of headlines earmed by some

misguided soul who has been writlng letters to the aditor, trying o

persuade people to glve vp their liberty in favour of an existence

planned by these dewi-gods who know no mere about economies than a hog
zbout ege-leyving. Surely if one person can advocate slavery so

i )

antly, some of us can do mors to Tight for freedom,

to socis

%
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Here are some hinto on writing, Chocze an issue thai,to the fore

hoos
and which will not have blowa over 1u a weesk. Take your time if you
are not very experdenced. Flrat kmow the policy end alignment of the
paper. The lelter must aprear to side with this. It 1s better if some
compliment ig pald bto the divection, then they glive themselves a pat

on the back by publisiing your lebter.

The measage to come across must be loud and clear, and a little
snobbrusive repetition improves the chance of success, The tempiation
to be expansive or comprehensive must be residted. One point well made

ig better than a dozen confused ildeas. A 1ittle humour helps, but not
the smart-alec type. The prose should be carefully composed, and after
a preliminary draft has been made it should be put away for 24 hours
and then re-read. It is eurprising how different it seems after a short
period. It is &mOom plan to ask an acquaintance to check it for punch
and literscy. He Tfeels flattered and the message gelts acrgss to at least
one perscn. finally the whole thing is amended ai retyped. Alter
malling, the best thing o do is to foxget it, otherwise theres likely
to be gome disappointment.

If you write to newspapers, you are showing your cocucern with
social topics. So, if you read the letters column you will be getting
the thoughts of concerned individuals, It 1s a good plan to write
pergonally o these contributors discussing their thoughts aud maklng
suggestions for further congideration, Success has been achieved this
way in the past. However select those to whom you write very carefully.
Certain groups are merely repeating catchephrases, and won't ever learn.



