o social nature of ground-rent and
w5805 Fraser Highway, the injustice of taxation.

R.R. 3, Aldergrove, B.C. ADVOCATING: the complets
abolition of taxation. The public
collection of the freely offered

SUBSCRIPTION | and automatically adequate
L] mumw ANNUM : ; ground-dues.
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A MESSAGH OF HOPE

For generations, would-be reformers have assumed that the
gsocial ills which beset us are due to defects in human character.
Greed, pride, avarice, have been blamed for the phenomenon of
devastating wars, of incordinate wealth alongside brutalising
poverty. Consequently many well-meaning people have spent a great
deal of time attempting to lead others into the path of virtue., IL
only we were all unselfish, all kind, a&ll honcurable, what s happy
world it would hLel

Unfortunately the task of the moral reformmer 1s a never
—~ending one. As fast as converts are made, more sinners are born,

The day when 21l are coaverted to altruism and kinduness will never
come, and s0, if we believe that soclal ills originate in defects

of character (of other people, naturally) we cen never expect to
see a just soclety. Therve is nothing left but bleak despair.

Those who have studied economics as a sclence are optimistic.
They realise that just as we do not need to convert all construction
workers to a high state of morallity before we can have good
buildings, so we do not have to make all people moral before we
can have good social conditions. Building workers know the laws
governing actions dand reactions between stresses and materials.
They proceed in such a way that the natural laws of mechanics, of
chemistry, etc., will bring about the desired result. Morality has
nothing to do with building construction or any other productive
rrocess upon which our safety and convenience depend.

When we reallse that our social 1ife is not governed by
morality, but by natural law. we shall stop wasting our time
trying to reform the character of others. We shall get down te the
business of studving the natural laws which govern soclety. We shall
not make ourselves and others unhappy by laying the blame for social
evils on our neighbours' characters. By eliminating emotion from
the problem, we shall make fast progress. Let's have good social
conditions with men as they are, ,

TAXATION IS EXTORTION,IT PUTS THE GOVERNMENT IN THE SAME

CATEGORY AS THE MATTA,

6805






LOCATL TAXES, VANCQOUVE: SURITE

While the control and influence taxpayers may have on
Personal Mﬁooem Taxes and Sales Taxes, are very minute indeed,

on the HoomH level &gHmc%mHm smqm 1% in their power to control
voth the amount and the w@ﬁvw% 0f the assessments, This is
because most of the loecal revenue is derived from "wveal property"
in the form of taxes Hmdwma on mmmmmmm@ land and HE@Ho4mEm5&
n<mwsmm.

These mmcmmmgmsrm are very important Wmomﬁam wﬁm% are the
key to eguitable &gxmwvoﬁw and proper realistic assessments should
thus be mﬁmswmﬁu It is in the matter of assessment that the
general wmﬁwm%mw has the greatest influencs because it is in his
power Lo check the yearly assessments and to appeal not only his
own but also those of other properties which Em%_dm_§605mH%
asgessed, A recent appeal of a neighbourhcod group succeeded in
obteining an upward revisiocn of a goodly tract of under~developed,
under—assessed land of high value br drawing attention to its
anomalous position in reliatlen o nelghbtouring sseessments.

An importent aspect Le the welative assessmont between
properties. The exact auwount is less important, though it must.
be pointed out that good assessments should be ag elose to the real
market values as possibie, otherwise, they may give a wrong idea
of values and distoxt ox hide important faoba,

| Vancouver City secems to be one of {the best assessed
municipalities in North America, while the suburbg, especially
Surrey seem Lo be badly ascsssed.

While Vancouver City, West Vancouver. and wswwmw% use logic
in dssesgsing to 100% of market value for haxes for General
Purposes, they are bound by en unlogilcal and fact-distorting rule
imposed by the provincial goverument, to asgess to 50% of market
value for school taxes.

A1l the other muniecipaliities on the Iower Mainlend use the same
idiotie rule, which means that the taxpsyer has to multiply the
assessed value by two to determine what She sssessor thirks his
property is worth on the market., It must be stressed that
agsessments to one half of market value have no effect on the taxes
due provided that the assessments are relatively correct. But it
is exactly here thet ftaxpayers become confused because of the
under-valuagtions so that they don't detect grossly misassessged
properties.

Bven though 1t is regularly stated that it ie the property
~owners who carry the tax burden, this isn't true,.All tensnts
through their rents are paying the taxes on the buildings. As for
the taxes on the land values, the incidence i1s somewhat different.
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