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by Michele Greenhill

When you talk io people about the pro-
perty tax in {}rcg(m you have the f(:cling
that you are one of the blind men in the
fable who desecribe an elephant. “*We have
0o assessment problems’™ says a government
official. ““If the assessor hadn’t had a hoart
attack and died there would have been
assessment scandals in Oregon™, savs an
interested citizen.

You look out the window at the KA
decayving downtown slums you see in every
California city while the assessors office is
telling  vou there are no under-assessed
properties in Portiand. The state government
promised property tax relief but in 157 days
of the legislative session none was forth-
coming,

100 PER CENT ASSESSMENT

While the California Supreme Court acted
to outlaw the 100 per cent asscesments the
Oregon  legislature  adopted it withoot
alarms. If you ask anyone there, privase
cttizen or government official if they are
apprehensive about the change in assess-
ment ratio from 25 per cent to 100 per cent,
they look at you as if you were daft in the
kead and say, “What is there in be worried
about?” Fve

that the total tax bill comes out the same, 1o

vone in {Jregon seems to realize

matter how vou slice it
Senate  Bill 9, sponsored by Senator
Newbry, Representative Hart, Senator Boivin

TS

and Hepresentative Hedden, becomes opera-
tive Janvary b, 1968. 1t directs the as-
sessing authorivies of Oregon to assess all
property  at teue cash value and abolishes
ratios.  When Submil.ling the ad valorem
fety ]()\:f,-' Lo laxpavers the taxing emihm*iiy
must indicaie total amount of levy and the
maximum rate pecessary Lo raise such an
amounl, expressed in dollars and cents per
thousand  dollars valuation. It limits taxing
authorities in any year 1o an amount that
can he raised by the maximum rate.

According to a manual used by the Tax
Supervising and Conservation Commission,
True Cash Value of real and personal pro-
perty means market value on the assessment
date. True Cash Value in all cases shall be
determined by methads and procedures in
aceordance with rules and regulations pro-
mufgated by the State Tax Commission.

With eespect to property which has no
immediate market value, its true cash value
shall he the amount of money that wonld
justly compensate the owner for loss of the
property.

Property is valued through the market data
approach.  cost appraisal and income ap-
proach. Market value as a basis for true
cash value shall be taken to mean the amount
of money one can get in a sale for cash.

ASSESSOR NOT CONSIDERED “BAD GUY™

To Homeowners in most states the as-

sessor is the big bad wolf, the bogey man,
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the guy in the hot seal or the scape-gount
for many local taxing bodies,

In (hregon people seem o have a more
rational view of the assessor, boi they are
just as mad about their taxes. Thev cer-
Eain!}‘ are nol clear as Lo the what, where
and why of high taxes. Oregon Law limits
bl!(i]g;f_\ctti increases Lo 6 per cent per vear.
Becanse this gives the governments the
ability  of doubling of the budger every
twelve vears, homeowners feel they have to
do something to stop this. Maybe California
should consider budget increase limitations,
which would limit the spending regardless
of the source of revenne. That would wean
that if the State or Federal governments
would tnerease their support local revenues

musi be reduced and vice versa.

HOMPEORNERS WOULD BENEFTT FROM
STRENGTHENING THE PROPERTY TAX

Clvde V. Brummell, former head of the
Oregon  Homeowners Association. a group
which worked hard 1o get the 100 per cent
assessmenl stated, ““There is a statewide
properiy  tax “‘revolt’” which has resuited in
rejection of schos] tax levy measares resalt-
g in the cortailment of many programs at
a scvore of the srate’s school districts.”

Brummell believes that Oregon needs more
than the W00 per centratic for assessment
reform. He thinks the eresion of the property
tax should be reversed. with property exemp-
tions like timber lands placed back on the
tax rolls. ““Timber is a natural resource,
like. lapd. oil and mineral rights. These
naturazl resources should ‘be taxed for ihe
public. Instead of exempting property. we
should tax 1t all the same. then if the pro-
perty is reallv entitled to some rebate, give
it in cash. so the people will see how wuch
cash money thev are losing through these
p(ﬁi(‘i’{*!—;(”

“As a builder.” savs Brummell. *[ find

Clvde V. Brummell,  former head of Oregon
Homenuners Association. “Too many people in the
political  sector are after the “"federal Fools
Gold. "t This is ow money, the government didn't
memfacture i, bur these public officials who run
after this Federal money for 1 plamed develop-
ments and unneeded projecis act like they are
heres for barrowing owr money back from the Federal
government. 1 the laxes we pay were collected
locally, spent locally and controfled locally, what
a difference there would be in the attitudes of local
;M;\hi-r'rr'mz.s. We wounld gel betler government and
more honest polificians.”’

that an improved lot which used to cost
12,5 per cent of the selling price of a home
has now increased te 20 to 30 per cent.
While building materials have climbed 21
percent, labor 60 per cent, land has climbed
aver 100 per cent, mostly due to specu-
lation.”” ““Homeowners would benefit by the
strengthening of the property tax, if it would
discourage slums and land specalation,”
said Brummell,




OREGON'S STATE TAN COMMISSION

Oregon established the State Tax Com-
mis

gion in 1009 as a property fax admini 8-
fralion agency. In 192¢ two new income tax
lmvr—_w-—persc_ma] and corporation-—were passed
and in 1940 the revenve from income laxes
was such that the state gu\-’m‘nment‘ &:t,wpp(rd
collecting o tax on properiy. Only schools
and local government are still supported by
the property tax, just as is the case i;l
California.

The Oregon Sate Tax Commission now
eollects and distribuies the revenue From
taxes an (‘:igza-\;'et'tesﬂ amusement devices,

forest produocts, elecwic cooperatives,

tank and privaie loss

i':;;?'sp&; ies
than $100.,000 in true cash valoe, and yural
telephone exchanges. The commission
interprets and administers the revenuc laws
of the state and determines the amount of
tax money to be returned under the I.ocal
Government Inventory Tax Relief and under
the Senior Citizens’ Homestead Relief Act.
The State Tax Commission is respnnsib]e
for the equalization of assessments between
countizs  (State Raoard of Fgualization does
this in California) and it appraises anel

assesses  uliliy {public service) proper

and the timber and timberlands, Timber is
(vegon’s largest induestre, 48 per ceni of the
srate's land surface is taken up with timber,
two-thirds of the manufaciuring pzt_\-‘i'i.'}l.] is
concerned  with all phases of the timber
industry. About @ million acres of private
farest land containing more than 530 billion
board feet of timber are the taxing and
appraising rez!—;p(}ns;ibility of the Qregon State
Tay Commission.

Timber lyving east of the Cascade dMoun-
taing is subject to a severance gax cotlected
by the Tax Cammission, land supporting ihe
timber is valved by the counly assessSOrs
in the same manner used in the zlppi‘a]i.‘sz-ll
of other tvpes of tand, West of the Cascade

Kange. the ad valorem property 5ax applies

to both timber and vimberland. bui all of it
s a-ipprui:;ed and taxed by the COmmMiSsIon.

_ ) . :
A 5 per uent severance LAX levied al

ik v
the time of harvesting of timber, plus 5 cents
per 1,000 board feet en all timber harvested
and  an additicnal 2 cents where private
lands are receiving fire prs:_sl.eﬁ'ion fram the
ev. Vhe 2 cents

Otegon State Board of Foresir
is deposited in Forest Emergeney  Cosl

—

Divector of Department of

Herhert A, Perry
Finance, Mallonomah Couniy, Crregan,

Oregon will have d srate-wide 100 per cent
yatio  for the [irst Lioe vnder the Senate Bill 9,
CPhe Teuth fn Taxarion' Rl 1 ihink that once
the public bhecomes dcguatpied 1o 1, the resulis
will be beneficial. U certainfy should elimmate d
lor ef confusion in the public's mind concerning

praperiy values os shown on

the status of their redl

the gssessment did jaxaiion solis in Oregon [intil

er el

recent years, (here wos noloeiney the 2% p

wniformity  in Cregon. That reguirement, @l feast fo
i £ 7

some exient, stabilizes the recards in each of the

counties. This nen il shonld prove guile frerre-

fic? al '’




the Forest

Funds and the 5 Cents supports
Research Laboratory ar Corvallis, Oregon,
#d to the coun-

'!‘}, . ke D H
Phe severance tax is alloes

basia.

ties  on g percentia

I the owner of forest lands wants 1o allow
his land 1o grow he can remove it from the
regular ad valorem tax roll and pay a fee
of 1 cents per acre in Western Oregon and
S cents per acre in Fastern Oregon. Ar the
time of timber harvest he pays a 12% percent
stumpage value to the county in which the

timber land is located

ASSESSOR CHARGES $16 MiJ ) AON
GIVEAWAY

For an opinion of ihis svstem we refer

vou o the commenis sent by Al Brown,
Assessor of Linn Comnty, Oregon. 1o the
State Legislature. Prown states that Wesiern
Oregon s losing $16.000.000 N revense
because of the low stumpage fee.

Oregfm has a great inierest in perpetyat-
ing its “tree farms” which will continue
the main Ovegon industry. timber. To allow
the lumber L‘(_)mpanies 1o hald their ENLTMONS
acreages of trees until the trees are ready
for cutting:, Oregon has passed a bill which
tessens the cost to carry by lessening annual
taxation. They then tried to make up this
foss of revenue by adding a severance Eax.
However, this severance tax was so low that
revenue fafls far short of the revenyes
which the timber lands should pay.

Assessor Brown sent a studv of some
timber lands to the Oregon legislators in
December of 1062 which illustrated this
[aer: )

A Oregon invites new tndustry and then
assesses them to help the ““favored
industry™™ timber. The metallurgical
industey  of Albany pavs  additions)
taxes due to the favaritism of timhber
fands.

B. A homeowner in the arca with property
worth 310,000 (Markey Value) will be

T

ed BYU3.T4 in tax, #1695 of
which wae fu;']'nv-r]}.-' timber fay.

Co A Rl section of
{.fmnn!‘j.u worth  aver

ABEER

paid in both tax and fie COsts over
60 vears only 3 per cent of 110 value
ineia‘l\_-‘,

The Eing County assessor suggests that

©oseverance tax of ar least 95 per cent
should he paid when timber s e ar snld,
as he GaYS, cii}.' property pays taxes thza]

to tis valee in 45 vears. Rural property pays

laxes equal 1o value in 57 vears, but Timber
property  takes 370 vears at the present rate
Lo pay laxes equal 1o i1s valye!

TAX DEFERRAL FOR SENIOR CITTZENS

There s a procedsre  for defereal of
residential  ad valorem taxes for those 65
vears old or older with an income of less
than $2 500 during the preceding vear. How-
ever, this deferral is not very helpfal and i
ot used much because of complications, [t
gramis a 10 per ceny exemplion at 65 to 68
vears of age, 30 per cent to 69 (o T vear
oldsters and 50 per cent to 72 1o 74 and on
up to 100 per cent if vou live to be 80, How-
ever, it does not defer special assessmenls,
sach as sewer, iighi‘ing or i}'r'ignti(}n. it has
to be rencwed cach vear through filing fong
forms with the assessors office and if it ig
not  rencwed, the fatal amount of taxes
becomes dipe.

WHAT THE PEOPLE PHINK

C. A Klink, Chairman Taxation Com-
mittee, Oregon Apt. House Assn.,  said,
“The Oregon Legislature, was unable to
come up with a tax program that would sar
1sfv anyone, their task was to propose either
form of tax on the

a sales tax, or some othe:
ballor which would raise the needed revenue
for the unbalanced budget and give some
properly tax relicf. The voters would then
decide what they wanted.




3RY, the hill requiring properly assess
menft at 100 per cent of true cesh value, is a
desirable move no doubt, but while it may

save money In simplified accouniing pro-

o

cedure

5. It does nof eliminate the 6 per cent
increase allowed sach government agency on
their budget each year.”

# # #

The Oregon Voter, Magazine published
since 1915 by a group of Portland business-

men  and  tay experis, gi&‘es Commenis on
current ph_}l)]cms and tax matters of interest
to Oregon voters. “Fhare were some good

1 i f the

o &
bills puassed by 1
Orvegon  Legislature io give property lax
Vief QTG 100

FEHITE, i cont asgesnmeant ()f

true cash value: S1346 which makes manda-
tory the n'mi]ing of a copy of the tax state-
ment ta the pr{}pm'!}?‘ agwner by‘ the ]en(iing
AgENCY .

¥e feel these measures will go far to-
wards  eliminating  the misunderstanding
which is prevalent throughout the state,
even though thev mav appear unimportant
1o those who count progress in this area onl}’

Chude L Lamb, [ lefe, P whiisher of the Gregon
Vater, and Walrer W B May,
ne published for 3

Editor Fmeritus of

the mapo 3 owears in Lhregan as
an  informative gride fo husinesspen and woters

ahant government and ils problems.

as it mav immediately effect their personal
pockethooks ™

W. l. Thompson, Executive Secretary, Tax Super-

pising dnd Cowservation Commission, Counly of

Mulinomab, Orepon, said, “Neither | wnar anyone
Pue heard of have any apprehension of problems
arising oul of recent legislation lo conver? the ratio
for assessed value from 25% tw 100% Except for a
Jew mstances in which fixed, confinuing millage
rates are authorized, all other levies are 1n ferms
of total dollars awhich, im tum,  are applied to
assessed value (o determine the millage rare for
cuch code area. The few exceptions have for
several yvears, been relafed to the ratio in effect at

the time the fixed millage was voted in by voters. '

Al F. Gildemeister, President of the
Oregon United Taxpavers Association, be-
tieves that Qregon will gain much needed
revenue from the F00 per ceni ratio and a
TRUE CASH VALUE provision. Gildemeister
savs Oregon Is  losing about 4.6 billions
in undervaluations of property now on the
tax rolis. He feels the timber lands, both
government  and privately owned, should be
given fewer tax advaniages.

James Hotaling and Erik Han
lishers of a news sheet on taxes called

H{_’ih. pl]h‘

“Taxpayers Digest’” believe the states must

{continwed on page 17)
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By Councilman Billy G. Mills,
City of Los Angeles

Semething viclent is happening to our
cities; ond this includes our City of the
Angels.  Mayors and Councils and Gover-
nors and Presidents and Congresses and State
Houses are expressing shock, dismay and,
interestingly enough, surprise.at some of the
symptems that are currently being disployed by
communities which have heretofore been re-
ferred to as the "‘pride’ of America. Now that
mast of the urbon centers of our country have
been visifed by the torch and the shell, urbon
plonners, analyzers, investigators and theorists
have quickened their pace: they have begun to

8

Councilman Billy . Mills

move, or Yo give the impression of movement
as they have never done before. Most of their
efforts seem to be directed af one fundamental
quesfion: WHY?

HIGHEST LIVING STANDARDS

At o time when stotistics tell us thaot we
are the most offluent pecple on the face of the
earth; we make more money, we are betfer
educated, we hove the greatest life expectancy
we are the most fechnologically advanced, we
are the undisputed leaders of the free world

efc., etc., etc., then why, on occasions, does

i




our evidence, the very proof of all this, liter-
ally blow up in our hands as we hold it up
proudly for the rest of the world ic see?

it would appear that a more fundamental
question is in order. Why, at this fate time in
the history of New York City, Detroit, Wash-
ington, D. C., and such places where for cen-
turies now vasi living loberatories with all
their expesriments have existed, and even in
the newer centers like Los Angeles and San

Francisco. . . Why are they asking these ques-

tions now? Where in the world have they ali
been? The institutes, the foundations, the
Commissions, the Committees and the Con-
ferences? The truth of the metter would appeor
to be that while we have been burning the
candle on both ends, developing our catalogue
of schievements from the most useful in toilet
articles and cosmetics, the most deadly in
nuclear weapons ond the most progressive in
the lunar sciences, we have been the most
negligent peopte on the face of the earth as
far as our cities are concerned. Indeed, we
have hurned the candle on only one end, and
"we are now holding in ocur hands a cold fragile
shell whose wick is rapidly turning into a
fuse.

WHY CORROSION, DILAPIDATION AND
DETERIORATION?

We have sfupidly behaved foward our cities
like herds of grazing cattle, leaving behind us
as we move from the heart to the peripheral
suburbs the swisted, smelly, and distorted
droppings of yesterday's progress. Qur shiny,

two-toned roadsters, 13 room Virginien man-’

siens and prestigious multi-flat rentel units
have all been abandoned to be cared for only
Ly the ferces of corrosion, dilapidotion and
deterioration. The genius which emerges from
the crowd io sclve other probiems of energy,
space, matter and time, has failed to come
forth, except with reams of figures, mops,
photographs and lately.motion pictures, proving
what any chservant eye will record, recommend-
ing and proposing 1/1000ths what it sheoutd and

eventually achieving, in ferms of solutions,
even less. Presenfed with the faci that the
roof was left uncovered and if rained avernight,
o builder needask why the house was fiooded,
rather he would hasten fo use his skilis and
materials to build before the next cloudburst.

URBAN RENEWAL NOT EFFECTIVE

Such impotent devices as the fraditional
Urban Renewal have been advanced. The in-
adeguacies of this concept can Le readily seen
by examining its application in any major city
where it has been used. 1t is too slow. Cities
would literclly rot away befare the firsi series
of projects could be started. [t moves back-
ward. The home owner is absalutely eliminated
for the benefit of the corporation or combine;
and most significantly, it encouroges biight.
The incentive for property maintenance and
improvement is destroyed. It has produced
violent reactions everywhere and has been
generally repudiated. As o revitalizer of cities
it is probably dying, promising «a legacy of
more yuestions to be answered, and dozens of
barren, sterile wastelands, attached to towns
already  booming with displaced persons.

The same retarded process confinues 1o
search and to seek out ways of preventing
urban sickness. Long ronge programs are
being suggested: The Goals Project; the
Model Cities Projects, are examples of efforts
to overcome the debilities of fraditional Urban
Renewal. The central idea to both is to involve
the local, non-professional planner population,
in the development of ideas about solving
community decay problems. It is essenticl thot
as many people as possible participate inthese
new approaches. ' -

There could conceivably be many worth-

while side effects to a concenfrated program

of efficient community improvement. One
stimulating example is the possible results of
o meaningful approach to solving the problem
of dirty alleys. if an ordinance were engcted
smpowering the Department of Public Works
to treat alleys as side-walks have been treated
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for years, that is by issuing natices fo pro-
perty owners io either clean their alieys or the
City will cleon them and charge the owner—
several things would happen:

(1) most owners would clean their own
alleys;

(2} @ new enterprise, alley cleaning ser-
vice, using some of the unemployed
manpower in the community could be
organized and set to work {0} con-
fracting privately with the property
owner, or (b) confracting with the City
of Los Angeles.

In either instance, we would have clean
atleys— and as an aside we will have found
employment in o field heretofore completely
overlooked!

THE COMMUNITY EFFORT

Some officials in government will attest to
the idea that departments, bureaus and repre-
sentatives are actually stimulated by com-
munity organizotions that demonstrate a sericus
interest and an active involvement in the im-
provement of their neighborhoods. They have
been impressed by the willingness of the
people fo assume assessments for such things
as sireet lights, sidewaiks, alleys, and the
like; the planting of trees, flowers, manicuring
of lawns, the reconditioning of houses and
garages, they have assumed to do without the
involvement of government. Some beljeve that
only through such enthusiastic efforts, from
within the community, can the wave of blight
be deterred.

It is clear that a third dimension is essen-
tial, if the City of Los Angeles, or any city
is to be saved trom the disease of deteriog-

tion: SPEED.

In 1965 o section of Los Angeles was
arbitrarily designated “The Curfew Area’’;
in 1967 it is s#ill so designated. The label hae
been o serious and undeserved handicap.
Only  the "courageous idealist is persuaded
to invest in it. Banks, savings and loan asso.

ciations, insurance companies and businesses
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in general have reacted to the description
with an expedited “‘ns confidence. ™ Yetf, it is
cne of the most vital sections of this medern
city, composed of the lorgest block of single-
family home owners in the state housing the
very profile of the oft referred 1o, Yrax-payer.”’
Scheduled improvements, paid for either through
faxes or assessments should be expedited now,

not in 1968, ‘69, '70 or 71,

Department heads, must justify their sal-
aries by being more creative, by producing
urique but practical answers tc such prablems
as  sfreet sweeping, lot cleaning, refuse re-
moval. . . The problems posed by such sec-
tions as the Curfew must be viewed as challen-
ges, and not simply excuses for increasing
departmental budgefs.

FREE ENTERISE AND THE PROFIT MOTIVE

Finally, new legislation is required. . . But
more than that, complete enforcement of the
ordinances now in existence must be the
proctice. The owner who neglects his property
and permits it to embarrass the conscientious
owner next deor or down the street is as much
a criminaf as the petty thief or the arsonist,
perhaps  worse, ond he must be treated as
such.

instead, he is rewarded with tax relief,
since  our property fax system taxes improve-
ments according to their value. If the value is
maintoined by upkeep, or increased by improve-
ments his taxes are increased. If he allows
deferioration, his taxes are reduced.

“In order to promote incentives to keep-up
and improve the value of property, the tax
structure should be such that the person who
improves his property should pay proportion-
ately less taxes than the person who allows
it to deferiorate. The heaviest tax burden
should be ploced on those who allow the
property io rot.”’

Taxes should be bosed on the value of the
land, without regard o the value of the im-
provement.

END




TOWARD A BETTER UNDERSTANDING
OF URBAM AMERICA

by Themas B, Curtis {Congressman)

The cities of the .S were first built
where the then major sources of industrial
power, waterfalls, were Jocated. Then came
steam power. then coal, and power couid be

transported  to  centralized industrial  areas
and the labor foree followed to be close at
hand and we had the growth of the ceniral

citv. Mavimum utilization of urban land was

essential for industry, so the growth of high
rise became common in the great indusirial
areas. Then came electricity and ihe anio-

mobile and tho factories began to (ieccntmhz?

inmﬁmv no ionger ¥y

of Bpala in

the center of rhe city and lriiicu k)]lo\xe(i in the
trek to the suburbs. Between 1950 and 1960,
eight of the ten largest cilies in the ULS. lost
great numbers of people while their swrround-
mEr arcas continued Lo arow.

?\iany people mvol\:ei in urban pelitics and
city planning have said that the only solution
to problems in the city is to halt this trend,
to keep the white population from moving out
and leaving mainly negros in the core city.
This is contrary to the ideals of the majority
of our eitizens, they wani to live in the sub-
arbs in low-density residential neighbarhoods.
It is my firm belief that instead of bucking
the tide we should go along with it and pro-
vide financial backing for further homeowner-
ship. In my own city of 51 Towis a small
preview of this approach has been made by the
Bicentennial Civie Improvement Association,

private organization concerned with venewal
of the city. Since 1963 this organization has
aided over 10 families to buy homes which
had  previously been rehahilitazed. None of
these families have hecome delinquent on their
mortgages, all are working and there are no
delinquents or droponts among their children,

Sue
also working in Philadelphia and Tndianapolis.
It is my opinion that this would be the best

Hf!li Pfi.\'i'ili‘ <)Hﬁﬂ(?l'5€}!‘ip pf'(!gl'iliﬂ.‘fw‘ are

Thomeas B, Luriis
Congressmdan,

(R) Missourt

vole for the Federal Government to play in
renewal of cities, pi‘c‘}\:iding capttal for privaie
ownership.

Iis my opinion that education equalization
s;hmil.r] be pz-!ss—:ed o that areas of gr{‘.en. pro-
perty wealth should aid in school support
Mo community can supporl sehools with a
property  tax hased heavily on home assess-
ments. A properly coned community will derive
only 30 percent of its revenues from the tax on
homes, the 70 percent coming from the pro-

perfy tax on commerce, industry and utilities,
We musi collect more revenue locally. A
dollar gets severely clipped on the jong jour-
ney from vour :_ﬁtdi(‘. to Washingion and back.
We must all ask, ts this trip necessary ?
The closer the relationship between those who
raise the revenue and those who spend it
imposes  a discipline and beiler understanding

of the cost of speading.

Fietter building codes must he enforced. In
St. Louis the Pu:;l}i)i:;pz-ﬂ(‘ h newspaper reveal-
ed ithat 16 investmeni companies were named
as the most recalcitrant owners of slam pro-
perties. These companies control much of the
sub-standard housing in St Lowis, one com-
pENY  OWRS A% estimated 1500 units. most of
which are in violation of building and housing
codes. These injustices invalidate the bene-
ficial aspects of local tax precedures and

zoning regulations,
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THREE MY THS AND THE PROPERTY TAY

awing v initial shservations on the
‘ b wanld like

direction of the historieal iren
i offer for exploration theee myihs which have

been wdvanced in conpeciion with prevatling
ideas af effective nethads of development of
central - cities. These myvths have generally
been  advocated by those proposing Lo iwen
over o municipalities cither Federal block
gl'&il!'S €15 li‘il'\ﬂl‘{‘. amounis f}l. !'wi’fl(”riil f!]l](]H.

The first myih is that the Feders] fax
system (essentially income taves, porsopal
and corporate), a tax on economic aclivity,
has proven (o be so efficacious that there is o
Cdividend’  whick may be declared. The con-
verse 1s true. The Federal income fax rates, |
would argue, even with the 1964 cuts, are stifl
beyvond the point of diminishing returns and
arc stll causing judgements (o be reached
for tax reascns rather than economic reasons.

In other words, the high rates still impede
the full development of the present Federal
tax basc {economic activity} and also stuni the
growth of the ultimate basc upon which this
base of vconomic activity itself relies; namely,
wealth, The tax iske is, therelore, less than it
wauld be if the rales were lower and applied to
a larger base. We could today embark upon a
H-year program of reducing Federal income
lax rates every 7 vears and continue 1o in-
crease our Federal reve

The second myth is that Federai block
grants provide swift and flexible remedies to
urban problems. The economics of the Federal
block grant is uosound for the same reasons
that the Federal dividend is sntrue and ecs
onomically wasound. On political grounds, 1
consider the block grant undesivable since it
st invariably  involve  Federal control—
Congressional responsibility to the taxpavers
it affects could not allow otherwise. The
political pain of bnposing texes must always
be tisd to the p](.?z.z.f"ur(? o f s}'sz*.miing_f fis oney
if expenditure discipline is 10 be maintained
to insure that programs are carefully designed
and administered.
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The third myth Is that the real estate pro-
perfy tax 18 overburdened. To esiaBlish this
point, of cowrse, | now musi move agamsi
innate prejudice while, in discossing the other
iwo points, I had it going with me. No tax-

er thinks any lax or tax svsiem rs nof an

pés
overburden,  However, the property tax has
corfainly responded in o remarkable fashion
since World War [l in providing the revenucs
for building and maintaining schools, streets,
sewer  hmes. and disposal plants. and so
forth, and rendering expanded services to the
community in pcolicing, Fire prevention, educa-
tion, and so forth. But because it has expanded
greatly and rapidly does not warrant the con-
cluston  per se thal it is overextended. [f
might warrant the opposite conclusion. One
test to reach a proper defermination 1s: Has
the wealth which is ils base expanded more
rapidly than the tax? Have the benefits: cost
ratios, proven fo he economically souwnd? Wea
Ith, particularly related fo these expenditures,
actually has Increased more during this post-
war period than GNP, cconomic activily.
Another lest is found in the fact that the
community bond issues for schools, sewers,
streets, parks, and other commumity facilities
are consistently voted affirmatively in over
70 percent ol the submissions and many of
the 20-odd percent bond issues which are
rejected are then restructured and resubmit-
{ad, af which fime they then receive an affie-
mative vote. The wealth of State and local
government. and of the private sector, that is
the value of the assets minus the cwstanding
de bl has moreased considerably. Putting it
anather way, the ratio of debt to wealth of the
Stafes and local communities has decreased

markedly sinve World War If in a commendable
fashron, albeit debt itself was rising rapidly.
It 1s to he noted that on the contrary the
ratio of Federal deht fo Federal wealih has
had o verv disturbing incline and ioday is o
gfrve ratio and at g very dangerous level
local and State debt in aggregate. not
sed more

ratio,  hecause wealth has  incree

greatly.  have ncreased more rapidlvy since




Werld War H then has Federal debt Nor is It
any consolation that Foderal debt ss & ratio

orivate doebf, ig

of Siate and locsl debt or of

Jess today than if was fa 1946: 1946 4
poorest year (o pick as a bhenchmark. We ars
merely sceing an adjustment back from World
War [l Federal expansion o what is peacetime
and growth normalcy.

(hther statistics alsoe belie the unbearable
“hurden of the preperty tax.” For example,
many  States, mcluding States with populons
metropolitan regions: for  example, Penn-
sylvania. Ohto. \]au'ﬂand, and Texas. are now
paying less in Spate and local taxes as a
percentage of personal income than the nation-
al average for both State and local tax obli-
gation and alse State and Iocal property tax
shligation, in other words, many local govers-
menis  could significz-m!}y increase their pro-
perty lax rates—let alone maintain their pi'ef:e*ul
rates—withont exceeding the national average
for Spate and lacal taxation as a p(}.r(:em;!ge
of personal income.

There iz additional evidence atiesting to
the Uni‘vaiix(‘,d pni,eniiai of the property tax.
A conference on arban tlaxation m(-‘.eti.ng al
Claremont  College in the summer of 1965
estimated that the market value of real pro-
perfy in the United Siates (land and improve-
ments) is approximately $1 willion. As of 1965
this tax base prur..lu('ed taxes of some $17 bitl-
ton or only 1.7 percent of the tax base.

Much potential revepne  goes nnrealized
beciause X assessors assess vacant tand
far below its asking price. Por example. 1dle
land pz‘i::(r(i at §20.000 an acre on Long [sland

is  commonly assessed as low as §500 an

acre. In fact, idle land across the counlry
s ussessed at oa lower percentage. of 1ts
market walue than is developed land. The
1962 Census of Governments showed vacant
lots  assessed an average of 20.5 percent
of ““true value” whereas the figure for non-
farm homes was 30,6 percent.

The Commitiee for Foonomic Development
and the Tax Foundation have taken steps in
the right direction to oncovey the fallacy

which | have just diseussed. For vears | have
heen trying to point out that here is the Cin-
derella of tawes dressed in shabby clothes,
with smuity face, keeping the houschold going
while her much less beautiful and productive
lamor clothes go Lo the ball, If

sisters, In g g
anly we coutd recognize the heauty of Cin-

devella, wash the smut off her face and hands.

and dre hor L modest, bust upmi'e)—da:tt,f_z clothes.
Toward this end, 1t s my hope that this com-
pendinm will help to move the dialog forward.

The property fax noeds more under standing
and cerfainly a lot of updating if we are to
enjoy iis maximum advantages. The property
tax is dependent upon sound and equitable
codes equitably enforced It requires an under-
standing that fdle land in core arcas are the
hasic cause of sprawl, which i turn is the
Basic couse of spiraliing incredases in cos! of
government SErvices.

1 have devaled much time to discossing
urhan decentralization, bt now | must spec-
wlate about the shape and function of the core
reglon of our center city. Jobs dt‘:manﬂing
face-to-face commuaication most nataraily will
tend o locale where there is a dense aggrega-
tion of p{‘.e:'xp]e—cenier citv. This van result in
a growing and thriving business and commer-
pial communiky in the region. The core region
can serve as a center for sports, culture, and
amusemenis.

Fotlowing along in the same vein of thought,
1 ean envision the property tax coordinaled
with »oning as a vital means of city planning.
For example, the central city core region can
be designated for commerce. business. amuse-
ments, :;pc)rt.f:" culture, and ;-1921rtm(‘nl houses
through zoning laws and & high site’’ pro-
periy tax. Tax policy can affect land usage by
assigning high assessments for good Jocations.
Also Lhe site tax—or lapd tax as it is often
called—can be used to deter slum formation
and land .‘_épft(.‘l|[ell.i(‘t[!. Finally, zoning vepgula-
Lions might be used to actually help (wpe‘.ditc.
industry's natural trend 1o decentralize from
the center cify area to p(’;‘iphftraﬁ areas of the
ciky and the surrounding country area. END
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The September issve of California Homeowner printed a list of tax free repairs issued by the San
Francisce assessor for the benefit of homeowners in the Bay city who wished to improve their prop-
sity without a fax penaity.

The Los Angeles Beautiful Commitiee and the Glendole Community Beautification Committee
asked Philip Wotseon, nssessor of Los Angaies Couniy, to issue e similar list for Los Angeles. Here
is the meeting report, with the salient points of his reply:

MEETING REPORT
September 21, 1967

MEETING WITH: Myr. Philip Watson E. Watson, Los Angeles County Assessor
Miss Margaret Coffey, Chief Field Deputy
Mr. Joseph Hughes, Director, Los Angeles Beautiful
Mr. M. J. EHiott, Staff

MEETING HELD: September 18, 1967 in Mr. Watson’s office

SALIENT POINTS:

1. Mr. Watson had not seen the statement of the San Francisco County Tax Assessor
which we presented to him. He thought such a statement would lead to never-
ending misunderstandings and problems. Mr. Watson heard of a similar state-
ment by the city assessor in Richmond, Virginia, and predicted problems, which
did arise. He had also heard a similar statement had heen issued by a former

san Diego County assessor,

2. In explaining how properties become evaluated higher, Mr. Watson indicated it
is usually a result of information that is fed to the office by another agency of
government which keeps track of property sales. When a given area seems to




~1

have had many sales at prices inexcess of what they were previously agssessed,
this area is mapped out by the assessor’s office for a re-study and possible re-

valuation. This goes on constantly.

As a matter of policy, Mr. Watson’s field men would not hurry out to a home
that had been painted, fence repaired, lawn and/or trees put in, etc. However,
in the normal course of assessment proceedings, the assessed value of these
homes might he increased--over the years--simply because the value-sales
ratio so dictates. At the same time, the homeowner should be getiing a higher
price for his property because it does look better. Thus, his higher taxes will
be covered in the higher salesprices herealizes. Also--and this is important--
the assessed value will probably result in a very slight tax increase.

Mr, Watson was informed that the prime and only concern of Los Angeles
Beautiful was in exterior heautification; that Mrs. Knudsen, in making appear-
ances bhefore groups, is frequently confronted with the dilemmma that home im-
orovements will result in higher taxes, and therefore, they hesitate to make the
slightest improvement. My. Watson commented that probably most people
““improve’’ or maintain their property to keep up the value--or increase it--
so that a higher sales pricecan be obtained. Thus, they should expect minimally

higher taxes.

Major improvements will result in higher assessed valuation. Plumbing permits
and permits to bring in 220-volt wiring are ‘‘red flags” which immediately at-
tract the attention of the assessor. These usually denote major improvements,
hence, higher assessed valuation.

Mr. Watson was advised of the HOPE project in Watts where 100 homes are
being painted and planted (one tree and one shrub each). He said these would
probably not be assessed higher but thatas the general area is improved, higher
assessments will probably result. But once again, the sales price of the property
will also increase. Also, the assessor will not send a field man out for personal
inspection of the single home that is beautified. The increased assessment will

only come in the normal procedure of evaluation proceedings.

Even if a neighborhood is improved by the city or county with trees or street
improvements that benefit the community and increase the sales value of the
properties, then taxes would have to be increased proportionately.

In summary, higher assessed value means higher saleg price. Therefore, what
is paid in taxes should be recovered in sales income.




A LROK AT LAND REFORM IN MEXICO

by David Sémmons, Direcior of the Ynstituto
de  Fsiudios lhercamericancs in Saltille,
Coabuila, ¥Mexico.

The fabulous archacelogical ruins of
Mexico bear wimess w the fact that grear
civilizations existed here many centuries be-
fore Columbus discovered America. In view
of its very early achievements, why isn’t
Mexico more advanced wday economicaliy?
Partly, perhaps, because of the social struc-
ture which made possibie the constucrion
of such impressive monuments. It was not
the type of seciety apt w foster individual
inittative, and it lefr irs mark on the char-
acter of the patve peoples. Even more im-
portant was the conquest of Mexico by Spain,
which brought the destrucrion of existing
Indian culwres and resulred in the appropria-
tion of most of the best land by the Spani-
ards.

For centuries after the conquesr the con-
centration of land ownership continued. Even
after Mexico achiceved its independence the
awempis which were made to remedy the sim-
ation were frusirated by selfish interests.
It has been estimared that by 1910 only 2
per cent of the people owned over 70 per
cent of the land. Furthermore, it has been
affirmed by a well known Mexican economist
that 29 people owned 24 per cent of the land
at that time. In the state of Chihuahua just
onne man owned over 23,000 square miles,

It isnot surprising that this led to a
revolution, but the man who came to power
as a resuly, Franciso 1. Madero, was from 2
big landowning family. Although he refused
to do anything abour the land siwaton, the
pressure for reform was oo great to be ig-
nored, and In 1915 a faw was passed nulli-
fving all previous expropriations of lapd

which had originally been the community =

properiy of the indigenous people. However,
very little was accomplished until 1920 when
the Law of “Ejidos’ spelled out just how
this transfer of land was to be made.

The ideal was 1w divide the *Tatifundies’’
into individual plots so thar if possible each
family in the community could own a picee
of land. The main restrictions were that they
could nor mortgage or sell it This law has
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been constandy added ro and revised dur-
ing the past 52 vears. For many yvears after
it was first passed the progress in the re-
distribution of land was very slow, and it
wasa't until 103% char ir was pushed ener-
getically under the regime of pre sident
Lazare Cardenas. By 1940 over 40 per cent
of the crop land of Mexico had beea tans-
terred 1o the people who actually worked it,
and the process has continued ever since,
making it one of rhe most suswined programs
of agrarian reform ever atrempred any where.

Needless tw say there have been num-
crous problems connected with this reform,
and the economic sitwation of the agricult-
ural wortkers has not improved to the exrent
expected. As a result, some people have be-
come disillusioned and are urging a com-
plete re-examination of the program. In many
cases the smalil size of the parcels has made
their exploitation uneconocmical, and wntil
recently the agricultural production of Mexico
has had a hard time keeping up with the
population increase. WNevertheless, imper-
fect as it has been, the land reform mus: be
credited with having produced the relative
stability which has prevailed in Mexico for
many years, and which has made possible
its tremendous industrial and financial prog-
ress. This gives us an idea of whar could be
accomplished under a program which pro-
vided incentives for the cfficient urilization
of all the land.

Although large arcas of land have been
rediswributed under the agrarian reform, the
actual value of the land affected is only a
minuvie part of the toral land value of the
nation. It would be interesting o know what
percentage of the people own whar percent-
age of the land roday, calculated on the
basis of land value rather than arca.

Most economists think of the land prob-
lem in Mexico only in relation to agriculwure,
but this is only one aspect of it. As in most
countries, rthe concenrration of land owne 1~
ship is the basis of the fortunes of many of
the very wealthy, and the underdying cause
of the exploiration of the poorer classes.
Since under Mexican law the vasr “haci-
endas’ of pre-revolutionary davs are ne
longer possible, the wealthy have invested
heavily in land on the oueskirts of growing
cites, and in rental properties, with the




same resulrs as in the Upited Stares. Since
real estate taxes fall almost entirely on
building and improveme nts, fand speculation
1s wid espread, anpd slums are common.

Residentizl building lots in some subdivi-
sions on the outskirts of Mexico Ciry are
selling for as much as $12.000 dollars.
These lots are advertised in full page pews-
paper adveeiisement as magnificent invest-
ments — they “go up in value every minute’’
says one adl Considering that Mexico has one
of the world’s fastest growing pepulations,
this may be so. The long term read of land
values will obviously be up, but temporary
reversals of this wead are also quite possi-
ble. Perhaps it was with chis in mind that
the National Banking Commission receniy
ruled that “Financieras” (1} cammot invest
apy of their funds in real estaie orf in land
subdivision companies, nor make loans 10
companics dedicated o buying and selling
land.

Phe next logical step wonld be 1o make
speculation in land unprofitable by jaxing
land according 1o s value, while untaxing
improvemenis. Fhe central  principle  of
Article 27 of the Consiitution of 1917 s
that the land of Mexico belongs fo lhe people
as @ whole, and thar the naiion has at all
times the right to regalate fhe use of waturdl
resources in the public interest, in arder {0
make @ more equitable disiribulion of ihe
public wealth, Perhaps someday it will be
recogmized that the only practical wdy o
achiove this is by collecting for public use
that valwe which the peaple as a whole bave
credied.

1 . . . .

( )"Fmﬂﬁc;ems” funiction as invesiment banks,
underwriting securities issuves, efc. They issue
bonds, but connet accept demand deposifs.

BOOES

Two “Will” Forms and Lawyers.ﬂook
about Wills R W1 1

HETIONAL, Box 4831313, Los Angeles, Calif. 90048

{coniinued from page?
reform  property pavntion or the Federal
government will step in and de it for them.
They quote Senaior Paul Douglas statement

Y L : T er
Coordination of housing and

.
o tast vedr.
community developments iw  impossible
because of the myriad methods of taxing real
propecty in the srates. They have failed te
make use of the enormous pr‘:!:&"e:miaz.i in the

property  tax for either rencwal of cities or

preveniion of the growth of blight comditions.
Those who permit their property to deterior

dre yo-

ate, reducing arca property values,
warded with lower taxes. thus increasing the
growth of slums. "’

Taxpavers Digest has pmpas&d a 5 per
cent surtax on land wvaloes to support the
cohnols with o E300 excmption for modest
homes on inexpensive lots, thus leaving

wner with a

the low or fixed income homany
very wmali tax. The editors feel there should
he no exempiions allowed 1o commercial

properiies, fraternal or charty o a2l GNS

ar  churches. They feel that taxes should

eventually be lowered on improvements and

that local revenue is best gollen from land.

TRUTH IN TAXING

The best law }‘.a.sf;i:d For tax reliel is
Senale Thi @, the ““Truth i Taxing’ law.
This will abolish the anfair and cwrropt
practices af fractional assessing. which was
(:"nnfusﬁing o the faxpaver and pr‘a*swni&z a pate
which s easily andersrood an hs tax bill.
He may ot know what he is paying for, bust
ar least he will koow what he is paving.

Pt st e g END
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LAND VALUES UPPED BY SPECULATION

When the Los Angeles City Council granted a condi-
tional use permit for the construction of a multi-million
daliar condominium project in fhe San Fernapds Yalley,
it was claimed the value of the 97 acre parce! rezoned
increased by nearly 150 percent. (o an investigation of
this case by the Las Angeles County CGrand Jury and &
trial of the developer i Los Angeles Superior Court
there was no indictment of the developer for fraud. It is
perfectly legal to buy land and get 1t rezoned, especi-

A committee appointed by the Mayor and City
Council of Glendule to Beautify the city has
made @ start with frees on the main street,
(. to r.} Chorles B, Wolton, former choirman of
Glendale Community Beautification Commitice,
Sylvie Ven de Ven, who seld merchants on idec
of trees, Gien Carnwall, heod of Glendale Mer-
chants Association, John B. Watis and Tom E, R.
Densmore both Glendale merchanis whe have
boughf trees.

MNext move of the coemmittes will be a citywide
Beoutification Week,

i8

ally  you have frisnds at City Hail.

Every homeowner near this development protested
s rezoning because they did not want a commercial
project in their midst. What they didn't expect was the
increase in taxes. With the rezonin . the property
values went up, the whole area was reassessed and all
taxes weni up. Nt only do they pay more taxes byt
their schools will be more crowded, sireets overloaded
and new sewers and storm drains will have to be in-
stallad,

Los Angeies has allowed this sort of thing fo hap-
pen so often that the city is now called “97 suburbs in
search of a city.” Developments of little suburhan
shopping centers have heen aided ang encouraged by
city officials. Services to these urban areas have upped
tax rates fo pay for them. Schools have had to be Built
and staffed while downtown schools are {osing students.
Parks are few and far between, the land is too valuabie
to be used for parks,

California should take a lessen from Florida. Find-
ing that land specuiation had driven the price of Florida
land so high the State could not afford to buy any for
recreation, the State Legis!ature is faking actior to pre-
venl the further sale of any tidelands, hays and esty-
aries. These were going fast to developers who were
dredging them out and selling water side fiouses on
them. At a tremendous profit of course. Of Floridas
2,276 miles of tidal coastline there was less than 300

‘nites in public ownership,

It is all right to encelirage private enterprise and
broaden the tax base, as city plaming commissions and
City officials say they are doing, but how abou? future
generations? Where will a child g0 to play on the beach?
How can a city have parks when the fand is too ex-
pensive to huy them? We suggest the city fathers are
selling off our heritage and a fook at the ugly, i}l
planned cities of today gives proof of the bad effects
of these policies.
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“Cities should be beautiful places To live in,"” says Mrs. Valiley Knudsen, head of the Los Angeles Beauti-
ful Commitize. Because she believes in this Yalley Knudsen has donated endless hours for the pest 18 yeors
in persvading businessmen shat “*Becuty Is Good Business' and in giving spesches to civic and befterment
groups througheut Califernic.

For this, and for her efforts to get tox relief for thoss who improve their property, Mrs. Knudsen was pre-
senfed with the Statewide Homeowners Alcade Award by Michele Hamilton Greenhill, Southern Californic
Director. In the Spenish tradivion of California, the Alcade was the lecder, the Tirst citizen of the city, and
Valley Knudsen is cerfainly the First citizen of Los Angeles.
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The above headline in a Los Angeles papes
might lead one fo think that at fast the public
and govemment were aware of land speculation
problems and might do something about them.
But that iz not the case.

Bryan Stevens, z teacher of govemment and
economics at a San Marino high school, kad
teken note of the wvarious groups protesting
taxes and little notice paid by various levels
of government to thege protests. Stevens
kaows that much of the problem of high taxes
for homeowners was caused by land specula-
tion. The govemment having created a vicious
system of taxation which rewards those who
buy wvacant land.

One of the areas for such speculative ac-
tivities has been the Malibu Hills. Some of
those speculating in property in the Malibu
Hills are the American-Hawaiisn Lasnd Invest-
ment Company, the Watt Construction Company,
Home Savings and Loan and Janss Investment
Cormporation and movie actors, prominent among
them are Bob Hope, Marion Brando, Jack
Benny and Lorge Greene, and a former actor
named Ronald Reagan.

In  checking recent sales, Stevens was
alarmed at the low assessments on the val-
uable Malibu land. Stevens feit that protesting
did little good, so he filed suit for an ASSess-
ment review by the Assessment Appeals Board
on the property of Ronald Reagan, Contending
that the property was under-assessed, Stevens
demanded that the sssessments be brought up
to the level of homeowners, saying that proper
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assessments on under
result in a reduction
homecwners.

The Assessment Appeals Board ruled that
Stevens had a case, and set a date for a hear-

ing. Af this Assessor Watson, who had denied
there were any underassessed properties, now

demanded that ALL the property in the area
be examined, more than 100,000 additional
acres for appeais boards to review. Watson
may have been thinking that the guality of
landowners in the area would hold the Appeals
Board back from any real action, or he might
have been thinking that reassessment of
106,000 acres would present such problem
that the Board would give up and let the
whole hot potato alone.

Taxpayers in California should watch this
case and remember, they make up on their tax
bills what underassessed properties  do not
pay. Watson once said that every hameowner
pays %25 more per year in property taxes to
make up for the exempted property, churches,
schools, charitable institutions and veterans
exemptions. Add to that another $25 for the
underassessed idle and underimproved lands
held by speculators and every one of us could
have a good reduction on his tax bil].

Victory has already been achieved even
if Steven does not win his case, since history
has been made by the fact that the equalization
board has agreed to hear the compiaint. No
ather board has ever done so.

assessed land would
in property taxes for

=

End



LETTERS

We in SPUR are very pleased to be recog-
nized by the Sicrewide Homeowners Associa-
tion of California, Inc. We are particularly
pleased becouse frequently neighborhood
projects do not receive much aftention even
though  we believe they are extremely impor-

tant fo the welfare of the community.

Sincerely

Mortimer Fleishhacker, Jr.
President

# # #

Please send me yow magazine at my San
Francisco address insiead of the Siate Capitol.
It’s good reading.

Sydney Kossen
Political Writer

# # #

Weep and you weep along with all the
other taxpayers. Smile and folks think you are
tricky. We pay a tax on the lumber we buy to
build a home and we pay a tax year after year,
when it is put together. Someday, they may
even tax us for hoping our tax woes will be
eased.

Are we represented or are we resented?
If the citizens could voie on various foreign
loans, many of them would be ended. The
taxes, not the citizens! That would help lower
our tazxes. A waste of government money may
be traced to over-buying building material,
office supplies, machinery and all kinds of
war materials. This is due, in part, to young
and inexperienced purchasing agent helpers.
Some of it, no doubt, is the result of, ““You
help me and I will retum the faver.”’ Otherwise,
how come all those generals and admirals are
working for the big aircraft and electronics
firms which supply the Amy. Navy and Air
Force?

My ptoperty in Arizona is surrounded by
beautiful red rock mountains, When [ tried fo
get my taxes lowered a hit, the assessor said,
“But look at the magnificent scenery you
have.”” My answer was, ‘““The Supreme Being
put that there, long hefore you were created,
you, or the govermment had nothing tc do with
it” To date, my taxes have not been lowered.
So, because I happened to buy a little house
amongst some red rocks, my taxes are higher!
Okay assessor, now ['ve seen the view, how
many times do I have to pay for it? '

You and your co-workers are to be congratu-
lated for your untiring efforts to bring such an
important message to the taxpayers of Calif-
omia and the nation. May you coatinue the good
work and we hope our govemment officials will
realize that the people are intelligent and wide
awake and won't hold still for excessive tax-
ation forever.

Herb Coolk, Sedona, Arizona

# # #

We hove just received the September |ssue
of your magazine, which we subscribed to
thinking it was intended to contain intelliigent
articles of some value to homeowners regarding
rec| estate and tax problems, and not a means
for smearing individuals, such as your 3 page
article “'Button, Button™ by Wilbur E. Pereira
regarding some members of the Alessio family.

It is sad the article failed to mention any
of the fine, generous things Mr. John Alessio
has done both sides of the border, also the
huge number of people who receive employment
from these various successful enterprises.

Kindly remove our nome from your mailing
list.

Mr. & Mrs. Elmer Muhl
cc: Mr. John Alessio

# # #

In reply to vour letter of August 21 ad-
dressed to the California Homeowner Magazine,
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and of which vou sent copy to me, 1 was at
a complete loss on the type of article that My,
Rilbur E. Pereira wrote, | can only hope that
some Llime he will have the courtesy to come
to visit me and listen to the other side of the
of the story. | just cannot uadersiand why with
this world so furned around, where so many
good things can he done, they should write
these articles just to be writing something.

At least | can sav 1 have had many impor-
tant articles written on my behalf by large
magazines. Mavbe when he comes to see me I
can ask him if he knew that also. Of course,
ke has his rights to do whatever he wants,
but I always say there are two sides to a story.

Very sincerely vours,

John S. Alessia
Chairman of the Board

cer Michele Hamilton Greenhill, Fditor
California Homeowner Magazine.

# # #

A copy of your article “The Big Water
Giveaway’' has been forwarded to me, and |
would like to comment on those points that
pertain fo the Kern County Land Company.

First of all, the mere fact that you mention
the company prominently in an article entitled,
“The Big Water Giveaway' s grossly mis-
feading and unfair. _

The figure which you quote for our owner-
ship in California of 348,026 acres seems fo
be the same on that George Ballis has been
using for several years and is in error, as are
some of the other figures for the other com.
panies. To set our part of the record straighi,
KCL owns sbout 400,000 acres in Caotifornia,
the bulk of which is waste land or land used
for grazing. 120,000 acres is irrigated, and of
this all but 10,000 acres is leased to some
350 farmers. This land, if divided among the

stockholders, would give ecch shoreowner
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about 6 geres.

You alse allude to lgnd menopely, which |
do not believe exists in California. The iarge
ownerships in Kern County, for example, do
not preclude any interested person from pur-
chasing any emount of land of the highest
quelity in the County. The situation fo me
seems quite different from certain South Amer-
ican  couniries where there are but limited
quantities of high-grade land not freely offered
for sele.

Very truly yours,

Wm. Hont Conrad
Manager-Industry Affairs

Nellie Parr Moskey, who is ane of the few
people to regularly attend meetings of the Board of
Education, discusses ihe reasons why everyone
should pay more aitention 1o these matlers with
Immanuel Day amd John Nagy (right} ai & meering
of the Silveriake Homeoumers Association,

SUMMER SESSIONS IN MEXICO

Intensive courses in Spanish Language and
Literature, Mexican Colture and Laotin American
Civilization for college students and teachers.
Special program exclusively for high school
students.  Write:
Institute de

Aparfade 358,

Estudios lheroamericancs

Saltille, Cech., Mexico




Why

The
Christian
Seience
Monitor
recommends
you read
your i6cil
newspaper

Your local newspaper keeps you in-
formed of what's happening i youv
afea — community events, public
meetings, stories about people in
your vicinity. These you ean't — and
shouldn’'t — do without.

HOW THE MONITOR COMPLEMENTS
YOUR LOCAL PAPER

The Monitor specializes in analyzing
and interpreting national and world
news . . . with exclusive dispatches
from one of the largest news bu-
reaus in the nation’s capifal and
fiam Moniter news experts in 40
gverseas countries and all 50 states.
TRY THE MOKITOR —IT'S & PAPER
THE WHROLE FAMILY WILL ENJOY
The Ehristian Seience Menitor

One Norway Street

Boston, Massachusetts, U.S.A. 02815
Pigase start my Monitor subscription for
the period checked helow. i encloss
$___ _ {u5s. funds).

{1 1YEAR $24¢ [1 6 months $12
i1 3 months 36

Name

Straet

City,

State, 2iP Cade

PE-17

Classified

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMEN

val of bos

cepted subject o appn
ness manager. Hate for single inser-
tion FLO0, ar $1.060 per line, 3 lines
minimum (aboot 20 words),  For 50
lines used in 12 months, 75¢ per Uine.
Special educatinnal rates on rTequest
Full paymeni with order requived if
credit has not heen estsbhlished. We
forward mail teceived in answer io
SSIFIED DEPT,,

California  Hemenwner, 953 Eighth

hox numbers. €1,/

Ave., Hoom 212, Ssn [Hego, Calif.
92101,

PUBLICATIONS

BUSINFSS  DIGEST, iscorperating
Facific Coast Business gnd Shipping
Register. Harian Trott, Puablisher
and Editor. $3.00 per yvear. Monthly.
681 Market, San Francisco. Calif.

DRGANIZATIONS

INCENTIVE TAXATION COMMITTEE
of CALIFORNIA

P.0.Box 2521, San Diego, Calif.82112

An organizaiien for bhusiness and
professional people who want to elim-
inate the buginess inventory tax, and
the tax on machinery and equipment
so  the husiness climate will ime
prove in California,

SAN FRANCISCO COMMITTEE to
REFORM ASSESSMENT of PRIVATE
PROPERTY,(SCHAPP), 501 Duncan
$t,, San Francises, Calif. 94117

GRADED TAX LEAGUE of PENN.
710 Bakewell Bldg., Pittsburgh 19, Pa.

Write fot, ““Pittshurgh’s Pioneering in
Scientifie Taxation.™

PUBLIC  REVENUE  EDUCATION
COUNCIL, 705 Olive, St. Louis, Mo,

Write for Property Tax Information.

BOGKS

TIME TO SPEAK [P, a hook on pub-
lic spesking for women. Published
by Harper Bros.,, New York., Auther,
Yessie Huaver Butler, 660 W. Bonita
| Ave., Claremont, Calil, 21711, Price
at book stores, $3.95 plus tax, autos
graphed eopy from auther, including
postage, $4.25.

INSURANCE

Midland National life
MORTGAGE PROTECTION PLAN
Family Home lLoan Agency

3305 Wilshire Blvd.

fios Angeles, Califl SOGGH

FIRE PREVENTION

FIL.AME PROOFING
FIHE EXTINGUISHERS
OXYVGEN TANKS and MASKS

753 Fourth Ave.. San Diego, Calif.
Phoner 232-0105

CANDY

FUND RAISING
SPECIAL EVENTS
Ask for
SEELEY'S CANDY
at your favorite market

For fund raising in veur club, or or-
ganizetion call or write SEELEY'S.

If you need candy for a SPECEAL
EVENT, call or write SERELEY'S

SERLEY™S CANDY STICK
1060 17th Street

Sap Diegn, Calif. 927101
Phoner 2333397
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MNAME

Stofewide Homeowners

- Associotion works for:

Equilization of the
Froperty Tox

Fair Assessments

tower Taxes For
Homeowners and
Businessmen

Elimination of the
Personal Property Tox
fox Refief for Aged
Homeowrners

YES, ..
ond Work Together for Jobs,

Wani to join Stalewide HOMEOWNERS Associaiion
Frosperity, Lower Toxes and Fakr Assescmenis

ADDRESS

Y
1
\
\\'

[0 B ms later

HMail jo Membership offize, Remeewrers, 953 Eighth Avepue, San Diego, Calif §210% I
R
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