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SEPTEMBER, 1343

LAND AND LIBERTY

WHAT OTHERS ARE SAYING

A orear pean of land speculation is
going on, says The Queen of 28th July,
and there are fears that the municipali-
ties may be hampered by high prices
when  they undertake new  housing

hemes, In Scolland there iz reseni-
amenti at the purchase of large Highland
eglates by unnamed English syndicates.
Referring to all the drastic things the
Government is doing and is able to do
in sewing abreraft lactoriés and so on,
.E paper says that the Government

will surely be able to handle the land
..,.wmﬁz.&im with a similar rod of iron
and prever m thermn from preying on the
cominunity,”

Mr. /..,,.,.u Manning Dacey, Financial
Editor of the Observer, said, 18th July,

that alt present local L:EELS were
having to stand by and walch a con-
tingouy inflation in the price of E:m

which will sooner or later have o be
acguired. This movement is a natural
resalt of the present abundance of
lguid funds, In part, it may be aggra-
ated by misplaced {ears of a mci Wi
inflation ; in part, ¥ may represent an
attemnpt by speculaters fo cash in on
the betlerment expected to acerue rom
post-war rebuilding.

In the previous issae (11th Julyy, Mr.
Dacey said that Ligh prices are never-
Hieiess mz :E _E.i. for any farms offered
. sssion, A lending Grim
X Ma that they are upable

of ,,“E:ﬁ.._hm

to pub on I property.
Decase ay soar to almost any
level if is sold by auction, Belo:

the war, the finest agricaltural land in

good e
3o at the
such land
from £100 Lo as much as £130 an ac
(ovarnment atements have
gested that subslantial subsidi
agricadbure will be granled, U
steps are taken prevent if, the
deney will be for sueh

would commend a price of
To-

most £50 an acre.

ton-
subsidies o be

gradually  swallowed up in  higher
rants, leaving farm atill w
very minimum needed 1o preve

from torning to other oceupalions for a
Hvelthood., Il is obviouy that the ;nm?
tion will need tching i any large
programme ol asgsistance o
is in fact put into sffect.

i

The Lencashire Dally Post of Z3rd

June, o a leading arlicle entitled
Cland Values,” remariked that the
ouniry is now  suflering from the
horl-sightedness  and  siack political
thinking of previous genervations in
regard 1o land  reform, from the
M‘w:m&w.:,m inerements  which acerned

fram improved values created by high-
and ::3 public deve! ctﬁmi
unbridled speculation in land, and
the _xm.ﬁowmaam: spread & the
anl system.

* b

1e we referred o
rowm Astor which had
the Ghserver of 131 and
In the lalier Lord Astor
number of noleworthy state-

from
groand-

*

I oour
articles 9.,,
@Eﬁu ared in
20th June.

made a

the

ments, for the landed interests and the

farmers as well as land reformers o
take 10 heart:—
Remitting death duties and thereby

withholding income from the Treasury
is as much an expenditure of public
WIONeY esing the taxpayers’ money

B

o acquire land and repair buildings.

According to
government’
ing

the theory of * self
underlying the Market-
Acls producers, if given stalu-
power to creale monopolies, wer
xpected to pul the interests of
conswmers ahead of their own. Instead,
the food-producer rings pub up prices
and in some cases raised substantially
the value of their land. Fair competi-
tion and independent management ar
healthier for any industry than trustid-
cation or such * democrafic control.’

© The pressure for continued control
ant regulation of indusfry is not coming

entively from  Whitehail Dt mainly
rom_ ?;.aai: who wish to be
tected against external and int

GOl tilion.”

* Ne public control can deal as elfec-
with :F.::xiixs as  competis
ton, We hiave some of the begt farmers
in the world, but there exists a fallacy
in agrieuliural circles that no farmer s

mzdr

incompetent, and thei the State
prop up fhose with  infervior

T Binee 104 nearly one-quarler of our

short tenanctes on private estafes—had
gither to clear out or purchase the
holdings, thereby sterilising their work-
ing capital.”
The Government's respousibility
gro tirnely action is greater than ever,
but the chance is being missed, and
local autheritics, who want to make m
really good job of using their land -

make  new  and  bet .W‘ towns &1
regions, are held up by the limorous
i in i London. Tt is absurd to talk
iting for the :g:o:mm victory, By
e the land speculators :_ﬁ:x be
nguerors.’”

LAND IN THE MARKET

The Star and the bEE Express of
2ird Julv mention the sale of the feld
ealale of 1200 acres in Sussex, which
sold three times in one doy, It

WaR

the property of the late Sir John
c_,:__z:m It cost £30,000  bhefore
fhie war, Al the auclion it ched
: After the anclion, Messrs,
P, und Cuasing {of Cussins Con-
traciors Lid. of Pulney) who had
heen outhid for the estate, bought ii
within half an hour and then offered
it for sale n 101 lota. A goll course,
farms, honses and cotluges
hands o the deals,

The Liandilo R.D.C wanting to build
pight cottnges (Western Mail, Totl July)
) ite selected al E%:&“F Wis
informed by the district valuer

that he
cotld not proceed further with negotia-
tions n consequence of a letler e had
received from the agent of the Cawdor

estate, stating thai le was not willing
to dispose of a site in that district for
the purposes menbioned. An alternative
site was, however, offered on condition
that two of the cottages were offered in
the first place to tenants of the Cawdor
egiate. Members expressed the opinion
that this was ° going back (o sixteenth
century conditions,” If was decided lo
seels compulsory powers.

The Hornchurch (Essex) Council, as
reported in the Hecorder of Rird July,
was offered o plece of land of 40 sg.yds.
o Station Road, Upminster, for th
wideriing of the road. The lerms wer
£300 as purchase money, the reinstate-
ment of the ground, crection of a dwarf
wall and fencing, and payment of tu

legal and surveyors” fees. Mr. W, H. I,
Webh made a vigorous prolest il
worked out ab £36,000 an acre, and il

was disgr rmﬁm thal a public
should be asked to pay su
: piage of

authority
ch a price fov
ground which had

: fihing to anybody. rs.
E, M. ¥ d ont that the Couneil
were nol going to buy the land . lke
Highways Committee had recommended

xf; no action should be taken,
Bpeculation is rife as 1o

why Lord
(president of

tHie Land Union

Owners’ Protection A g:r_ExS

is so busy buving up farms and farmn
property all over the country, It ks not
clear whether these purchases are on
hLis behall or whether there is some
ring  or corporation  behind  him.—
Forward of 10th  July, guoling The
Week.
¥ ¥ #

In an ipteresiing come tax  case

that has been before the High Courl

(Stratford Erpress, 13t August), with
the executors of the lale W _ ?;&55,
ag o party, it owas disclosed that in 1832

»r. Reynolds  bought the Od-acre
Wangye Farm, Chadwell Heath, for
£19 :: and soon alterwards seld it for

L£40,960 1o Pardall Estules L1 in 1934
Mr., Revnolds bought the 33-acre Hill

farm, Woodford, for £15,73% snd seld
i o Tudor Properties Lid, for . W:,o.g
‘E% nland Revenue contended that the

were in the .m._.h.:._:um of
frade or business for income tax pur-
poses,  Jadgment wag gi
of the Cominissioners, Mr
Macnaghten said that M
was engaged in trade, a8 o buyer and
xiré of mm.;;. *In both the trans-
actions Mr., Reyunolds paid nothing out
of his :onwmw except the deposits on the
purchase price, and wailed lo complel
until he had sold the land @ no develop-
ments were made by him.’

# = *

Stop this Speculation in Lamd! is the
captionn of a derable number of
NS cuflings have received
during the month, . leader-

Reynolds

ettes and speecial g, But too

miany writers stop short of gee Em that
remedy is—Tax Land Valoes

6d. Ligpt om TEE Lanp QumsTioN, A frank

inguiry into the Land Value Policy.
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SEPTEMBER, 1943

LAND AND LIBERTY

&%

WHAT THE SICILIANS WANT

(rom g arficle by J. Hampden
Jackson in the Eastery Dany PriEss,
2otk Jwly, 1943, Beprinted  with

aoknowledgments,)

{r e Allies can give the people of
Sieilly  what they want, the whaole

course of popular revolt in enslaved

Burope may be precipilated.

For opce there is no doubt aboutb
whal the people wanl, The Sicilians
wanl land,  They are not inferested in
political parties or in ideologies, ihey
are  not  concerned  about  Fascist
gnperialism or even  about  Talian

nationalism, They are a peasant peopl
mosk of thein

58 per cent,) illiterate

1918 and wmany of them illiterate to-
day, They want land—the right to

own the little lemon groves and olive
groves and the mountain slopes where
their goais pasture, and the right o
wark as iheir own the vast sirelches
where the great landlords have upder-
faken mo cultivation at all, If the Anglo-
American invaders con give them this,
we ghall be the most successiul in the
wh :r, long list of conquerors who have
faid violent hands on Sicily

sicily has been the most freguently
congquered and the most consistently
ill-governed of all parls of Europe.
The Vandals, the Goths and the Byzao-

Unes, who in twin seized Sicily in the
Dark Ages, left litile bud ruin hehind
them. It took a Northern invader lo
bring law and order to the ravaged
island. The Normans, who conguered

Siclly a generation afler their
of  England, tablished & strong
centralised Government under Roger
Guiscard and his son,  Of all ihe races
who have conguered Sieily, only the
Normang were able to govern it, but
their relgn was brutal and short and
,:‘Ew felt no love behind them. In th
thirteenth century a brillant cosmo-
politan  eiv ilisation was superimposed
on Sieily, which was then the meeting
place of the Christian and Moslem
worlds and of Saracen, @N.mﬁr Lombard
and Norman culture, Bul the Court of
the Emperor Frederick 11, had ne
roots, and the new conquercrs who
e to Sicily—first the Frenchmen of
the [Touse of Anjou, then the Spaniards
of the House of Avagon, then the
Fregehmen of the House of Bourbon—
breught nothing  Iui misery to the
EE:?

The mueh-conguered and ill-governed
Sieiliang developed & pasgsionate love
of independence. Of all European
peoples, only the Bohemians and th
Swi can LD with them in
popul deterniination to live ag an
independent nation in medieval Himnes,

Unlike the Bohemians and the Swis
the Sieiltang never kuew suceess, Their
revolt against the French in 1282, the

conguest

bloody Sicilian  Vespers,” was fol-
:E:ﬁ by a worse fvranny. It was not
until the later fn: toof the 19th century

ri, independence came within their
reach. 5 RGO Garibaldi and  lus
irnmortal @ Ecmﬁz ¢ " landed at Mar-
ala in the west, defeated the Bowrbon
troops at Calatafnd and marched on
to occapy Palermo and Messina, Bul

the siciliang' reveli under Garibaldi
brought  them nothing but a new
tyranny, United Italy was a union of
fandlords and merchants. The Parlia-
menlary regime swas an oligarchy of
property owners. The Sicilinns were
ag lar as ever from having what they
wanted.  They wanted land. Tre 1862
they rose in mewurrection for it and
were defeated, Tn 1919 they rose again
and wers again defeated : over 30 were
killed and 100 wounded in the land riots
during two October weeks, Then came
::,, Fasgclst tyranny and the end of

heir hopes—until to-dav. . . .

A generation or two ago, when the
tyranny of landlords, merchanis and
usurers pressed bardest on them, and
the countryman could get no
from his own rich istand, the United
States  received Sicilians with open
8 M: very similar circumstances
: d Trishmen. Sicilians came to
look _.oémam New York rather than to
Bome for temporal salvation, as Irish-
man came fo look to N York rathe
than to London.

The tnited Nations have a great
fnd of good will o draw on in Sicily,
But the fund will be frozen If we aver
allow ourselves lo forget what the
They wa :ﬁ to own the

Sleiltans want.
land they work, And the same is frue

of ithe vagt majority of Talians of
the mainland from Calabria to the
Romagna,

Italian rale did not bring the Sicilians
the reliel which they had hoped for,
The island was divided up :ﬁ: huge

estates among a few mzmmmi.‘ OWIers,

Liven io-day the systam of latifondi,
by which the peasanis have to work for

these owners who live in luxary in
Rowme, 18 one of the problems of the
Faselst Governmeant,

Sicily i the olden da
the granal of the Mediterranean
tu-day she produces insufficient for her
own needs, partly dne to the large
amount of grain which i3 ased in the
Sm:mgmg? of Pasti, the main susien-

8 was one of

ance, with beans, of the population,
The average meal of a Sicilian labourer
i a roll eul in hall and stufted with
beans, .

In 1687 it was officially stated that
out of a four million population two-

fifths Hved in a zingle room for =
family,  Along the soulh cossi may be

found families living & communily lite
in fhe huge caves ont out of the rock,
herding with fhe mles, asses and
chickens.

3. A, Sinclair Pooley in th
Graphic, 11th July,

When
D very

NELSON'S TSTATE (N SHILY.—
Cabania s captured, as i ma
3 tnichester Guardion, 15th July,
London Correspondent our  froops

advancing thence to the weslt of Etna
,,,f: he on the soil given by the grateful
King of the two Sicilies o Nelson. If
i owned now ?a Leord Bridporf, a
foruer neval oflic who inherited the
estate by way of Qmomﬂm niege,  Until

living

the war two English land

agenls were
inn charge of the ?58..

which includes
and other villages. yit
there had in the past been o
:E best of ferme with their gsuccessive
English landlords, There was o tine,
indeed, when the Bicilian paople staried
a movement to imitate the Mallese and
agk for inclusion in the British Empire,
That was when Ferdinand 11 boms
bawded Palermo and Mesgsing and flung
many  of  the chiel ecifizens  inlo
dungeons,”’ ,

ITALIAN PEASANT SCENE
THE sTORY om Fonlamarg Waters of
Bitlerness 2
lished in 1934 by Mal
Londeon, iz of

Jy by lgnatio Silone, pub-

huen and Co. Lid.,
2 diversion of the
stream which irrigates the peasants’
tage soll, In order to benefit the land
of the local wealthy owner, and of the
coming of the Blackshirls and the futile
resislance of the peasants. We
the following frong the Pre
is dated 1930 ;=

take
which

" The
Lake

daimed by the draining
‘o was wnong the :QF_
) EXT; ri&::: vielded
compensalion for these losses.

H.xm_

district had been reduced praclically
to serfdom. The greal wealth il vielded
vearly did not ,JE,, where b was buf
emigrated to the ! A Hed
Prince Tortonia owned the 8000 acres
of Fucine, together with o vasl expanse

of 8:::4 in the Roman Campagng and
Tuscany.

This prince was the descendant of
a certain DE Eﬁxm named Torlogue,
who came o wa::\ with a French v mv
ment al the beglnning of last centm
First he speculated on the war, then fre
speculated on the peace,  Then he
ceulated in sall. He speculaled on
the war of 1848 aud on the peace {hal
followed it, on the war of 1850 .p.:ﬁ the
peace that followed i1, Le s specul inted oo
the Bourbons he lated on
their downf “Alter 1800 he succesded
in gaining control of 8 Franco-Spanish-

Neapolilan company which had con-
structed the outlet for draining the
lake.  He bought the shares  very
cheaply,  Torlogne, according lo the
privileges granted to the company by

the Xing of Naples, should ha
thea :%: to the produce of the
soil for a period of ninety years.
in retarn for his political ia,to: of the
Pledmontese  dynasty, this  privilege
was extended to eternity and he wuas
granted the title :m duke and later that
of prince.  The Piedmontese
hin somelling  they

Aboul ten thousand poor pet 5;:?

work on the fand. The so-ca
Tortonin 1 his land o
doctors, professors and
..m:.:w farmer the neighbonrhood,
ther sub-let

the aoii
1ls A

or culfiva
. hiring the poor peas
day :_:2:,2? NN

U There  is ;
n the  wretchedness o
and  the 3;:.@%:& wealth
F_ nce Tortenia draws vearly from the
cino. The Fueino yields WE: wnally

J..

siriking
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LAND AND F.mew,..ﬁm.
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clear, olherwige there is no hope of
oblaining ik But our correspondent
goes to the other exlremne in saying
that i s not a matter of frst import
aney into what pockels the value of
fand goes, Swrely il is. The analysis
of wealth production and distribution
hag proved nol only the injugtice but
alse the banefnl soclal effects of the
private appropriation of the rent of land.
We would " lax land values and
correspondingly relleve trade and indus-
try because the rent of land is the pro-

X

mﬁ: of the communily, and because
wealth Lhat 3 produced riczm_ & those

who produce it That is the object [ the
bringing of land info betler use i3 one
of the effects. The iden thal we should
fook Tor the effects anc less keen on
what happens o ibe rent is unlenable.
Rent iz but a of the swmn fotal of
wealth, and like fthe other parts con-
sisly of goods produce alz for example
the coal which 0 prov tde roval-

bies, Or the wheal from 016
*heap 7 of which is the the
landlord gets, We have seen the argi-
ment, within our corresp '8 coti-
fenbon, carried 1o the point of saying
thal the 1 of land * eould be thrown
info the sea,” r: en that by its collec-
tlon the land monopol
Which iz absur ~ The sl does
nob consist ol mon sg into

pockels 7 or banking tions or

sets of fignres. It consi :m 2 goods,

of materialb wealth.—Editor, L. & L.
STATE EXPENDITURE AB A

wiltes: 1
d expand and
riicle on recir-
e :Eoﬁ:ﬁ: E:c tssue of Land
that government pxpendilure
cannol  inore ?a the  sum  lotal of
cinploviment, 1 cannol quite  square
i vith  the  foet wm: b war-time
expendiiure ;Z.Ei__,« absorh the
il of the une x? gxplana-
to he found sion of
apital invesiment sducklon
of war goods af home? Or, i not, what

for the andoubied fact of Tull
@ of wat

H.,:_,mu
o Lalierly)

i

Hie noeds?

V. L L conunatenls
said that the ihesi
expenditure docs nol

wa follows o 11 is
that governiment
increase the soin

I

total of em _M ivruend cannod be squared
with the facl that war-lime expenditure
actually absovrh the bullk of the
This looks :wm arguing

and comnmitling the lallacy

: two ihings happen at the
game time one must be the cause of e
olher.  May not the true couse of the
absence of unemployment at the present
tie be something quite other than the
government’s expendifu I adhere to
the original stalement that governments
do not and cannol creale 252, weplth

or employmwent,  Whalever money or
wealth goes in wages o those working
in goveriunent service wasg produc ;_
by the citizens generally and transferred
o the nt either through taxa-
tion or by purchase of government
bonds, so thal ip measure as the

B

government’s detnand for goods and
services Is Increased that of s con-
stituents declines, Thas The expenditure
by governments cannot affect the total
of employment, All i y 46 s 1o
determine what kind of _cz%_o:boE
there shall be,

This being the case, the question
asked is how we are 1o account for the
faller  war-time  efnployment? In
answer we must turn lo a first prin-
cipfe which, though profound and far-
reaching, s very generally ignoraed.
This principle is that all wealth and all
the effort devoted to ils production
comes from the application of labour
(ungmployment) to natural resources
(land), In any given stale of sociely
the cmount of labour emnployed direclly

or ndirectly o producing  wealth
depends on the extent and guality of the
nataral resources that employed.

sent war conditions
o many people at work, is it not a
that to-day very great areas of all
kinds of land which previously lay idie

\pplying this to pres

or only hall used have now heen
brought inlo intensive use? We have
bui to ihink of the sites formerly upe

peopled now oceapied | irfields and
camps and muniiion Tactovies, the park-

lands appled to many purposes, the
greater  exploitation of farm  lands
forests and mines, the vacant building

sites now used Tor allotments, ete,, to
reatise how great the develo fent hos
been aince 193% and how greal the new
opportunities for ZE;B&:E&

This has been done nol by govern-
ment U expenditure U but by powers
wised taking control of the land
and al the same iime enforcing the

nfial Works Order, under which

people must seb to w c; or give service,

18 true that rooney has wmo: :%.:,:9.*
i the process, rmzmrige_ bav

their renls or prices and the
employees their wages, bat that
i : . It could theorelice
“wilhout anviling like so :::.4..”
ndilt :e As it happens, very rouch
" used cor in debls

gers, which

;c:r

When that time comes
personal debl) will it be
the creditors recelving back their loans,

now spending the funds that have been
res tored  to them, will be able 1o
reate 7 a new and addilional volwme
plovizen ir that were so, we

have  Utopia, and  Utopia
d, every time a debt i con-
d and redeemed.

Another reason for the grealer war-
time emplovment iz that many
men and women have been drafled out
ir ordinary occapations into the
gervices, and their places taken
s who did not work hefore the
which suggests that i only one
leerge enough army one could get
of mmemployment aliogether,  But
at .A.a.r.w.:n g cost!  Millions would b
Y ?E: _:..oz lmm :::m

struction.  Work for all
:. mm 3t the cost of general
mmpoverishment.

All of which leads on to the realisa-
fion that this whole matter should be
dealt with from a dilferent point of

view and deatl wilh on a higher plune,
We have been confusing ends with

means, and the reasen why we have
comie 1o think in terms of employment
mstead of in lerms of wage or reward,
is that we live and work in o socioty
s0 hased that in normal times there
are not enough jobs {employment) 1o
go round ; to U get employient " for
ihe goke of employment is made an

in a society

alm  and ohbject. Bul
differently based, where access o land,
free from ochstruction, was open to ali
on equal terms, productive employ-
iment, each making his own living and
weh adding to the stock of weallh,
would come to all, not as a privilege or
Tavour to be soughi at all cosis but as
casily and ?.,.r:,mzw as the air v
breathe.

Before Jwdging whether
gion of caplitai inve ‘,::E:
anyibing or do anything
a5 1 z:_ Mediungs of r
the facts, Certain
have owned

the © divers
can explain
ot us be clear
_.:5 us 0

il to the Brilish m;é_.m: &5 o
“.\E:a_:, of the British people has given
i bearing Slate bonds  in
;:,:;r. pr JE::E, of equivalent vatue,
i [ for the British pe ﬁ the

Government | sobd the overseas pro-
perky o tmcv e abroad and -
shasing i, have cansed bulk shipinents

of gouods 1o
way of pavine

e oin ihis country by
eut. The arrival © sudden
ny goods on onr shors
muech-needed
» need of our
ms .w.:: z_.

gonds,
produc-
Lhe

&4 /,cm. :3 E,cﬁ
hand, British taxp
HOW. e ac z e

g. ©On rm ot
3 as a body are
E redaen or provide the
nalional debl that has
ta,:, purchasing power
o for the whole period
during ¥ have to meet laxa-
ton for purpose.  Fically, the
pital investment in the shape of the
sold  prope remaing where it was
all its cquipment and con-
tinues to :&S ion just as it used lo do
alth-producing agency. If, then,
extra employment has been given by
the mere change i ownership, who has
got Y7 Bul there I must leave the
matter, having offered my own explana-

ton of the true meaning of amploy-
ment and how, in omy opinion, it can
flourish.]

Twopence Each. LAND VALUATION AND
Lanp Varue Taxation v Denmark. By
K. J. Kristensen, Chief of the Danish Land

Yaluation Department. THE CriME OB
PoverTy, by Henry George : UNEMPLOYMENT
AND THE Lawp, by W. R, Lester, .4,

Mosgs, by Henry mnoﬁm TrE Now Towaﬁ_.r

Qozaﬁ by John B. Sharpe; Also {by

Henry O@o_mnu — moo?pzo AND  SCOTSMEN,

Mmoc SHALT NoT STEaL, and Twy Knobom
OME.,

6d. Lanp Varur TaxaTion m PRACYICE.
Review of what has been done in a number
of countries, By A. W. Madsen, B.sC.
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