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Tar Comsirree on Land Utilization in
Rural Areps (Chairman, YLord Justice
Scott) has now rweported to the Minister
of Works and Planning. s terms of
reference were : “ To consider the con-
ditions which should govern building and
other constructional development in coun-
try areas consistently with the malitenance
of agtictlture, and in particular  the
factors affecting the location of industiy,
having regard to economic operation,
parl-tiime and seasonal employment, the
well-being of rural communities and the
preservation of rural amenitics.”

It is difficudt to say in a few words
what is  the principle underlyving the
numerous detailed recommendations, but
it appears to be that fndustry should as
far as possible be prevented from locating
iteglf in the country, while at the same
time the couniry should be provided with
urban amenities such as electricity, gas,
piped water supply, sewerage and other
things upon the same terms as these are
available to urban dwsellers, At the same
time agriculture is to be * maintained
in such a state of prosperity as will prevent
the drift to the towns and enable the
agricultural labourer to pay an economic
rent for improved housing accommodation,

i

The Cost and Whe is to Pay?

It is an ambitious programme, but the
Coramittee do not give any indication
of what it is likely to.cost or who is
to pay for it.  They show little appreciation
of the economic factors involved, and
appear to be obsessed with the Idea that
the most important thing is to prevent
builders from acquiring agricultural land,
although the largest estimate of the
amount of land which might be required
for housing is that it is less than one per
cent of the area now devoted to agriculture,
The Committee say : * Sites for develop-
ment have been chosen from the point
of view of the usual factors affecting
location, for instance accessibility of road
and rail transport, availability of public
utility services and suitability of land for
building purposes, and since ihe develop-
ment valie of a site far exceeds its value
as agricultural land—even where it is
of the highest agricultural quality—there
has been nothing to hinder the developer
from taking his choice.” On the other
hand it ought to be borne in mind that
if access to means of transport and public
utility services is not regarded the occupier
of the houses will be deprived of important
elements of comfort or will have to pay
an unnecessarily high price for them.

How Development is Siopped

The Conunities refer to farming in the
neighbowhood of urban centres being
poor beeause agriculture was regarded

SHOULD BE DONE FOR THE COUNTRYSIDE

as an interim use pending sale for develop-
ment,  ““In other cases the land was not
farmed at all; the speculative buyers
allowing i to lie idle until the market
was considered suitable for sale. This is
why so miuch derelict land was to be found
on the borders of built-up areas. The
ihreat of the builder over-shadowad and
sterilised it It does not occur fo the
Committee that the reason why this land
remazined unused was because it was
exempt from rates and taxes so long as
that state of affairs continued, and thag
if it had been rated and taxed at its market
value, the price would not have risen so
high, the discrepancy betwsen agricuitural
and building value would have been less
marked, and in fact the market value
would have sunk to the agricultural levet
at a moderate distance from the centre
of the town., Ose of the main reasons
why siraggling urban development has
extended so far from the towns is just
because our system of local and national
taxation has fostered speculative values.

Taxation and Death Dutics

The Committee rvefer to taxation at
two points, They say that ** rising taxation
and the incidence of death duties seriously
reduced the ability of many landowners
to make necessary inprovements or {o
maintain their farms in good tenantable
condition.” It is to be remembered
that agricoltural landlords are not the
only people who pay taxation, and,
although there is an element of truth
in this oft-repeated statement, it has
usually made a peg upon which {0 hang
an  argument ia favour of exempting
landlords from taxation Instead of for
readjusting taxation so that it will be
economically beneficial.

At another point the Committee say :
“ There is evidence that in some cases
private owaers have been deterred from
carrying out improvements or restoring
rural houses through fear of increases in
assessment without the possibility of an
equivalent increase in rental.””  They do
not draw the obvious inference that the
rates should be based on the value of
the land disregarding the value of buildings
and other improvemerts.

Proposals for Valuation

A& series of recommendations with
regard to valuation and rating are, how-
ever, made in an addendura to the report
signed by a section of the Committes,
viz, the Chairman, the Viee-Chairman
{Dr L. Dudley Stamg), Mr H. 5. Cooper,
F.CA, Mr A, B, Monks, L.P., and Mr
Philip Robinson.  They point out that
the varied proposals in connection with
national planning all involve valuation
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of fand and other property and that there
should be *a standard valuation which
can be used for a variety of purposes.”
They propose that all owners of land
should be reguired o make a declaration
under oath of the value of each parcel
of land which is held under a sgparate
tithe or Is separately assessed.  This
valuation should be as at 3ist March, 1939,

In the case of ** non-agricultural holdings
the declared value of the whole must be
divided by the declarer into (o} site value ;
(&) the property thereon.” In the case
of agricultural hwoldings * the declared
valus of the whole farm or unit shouid,
If possible, be divided by the declarer
at the time of declaration into {@ value
of the dwelling with or without curtilage ;
(hy value of farm and other buildings ;
{¢) value of the land cousidered as agri-
cultural land ; () value of development
rights, if any, which might be subtracted
from the total when bases of taxation and
rating are being considered.”

1t is proposed that the * declared values
should be * open to inspection and so
known just as rateable values are known
to enqguirers such as prospective pur-
chasers,”

54

Compensation and “ Befterment ™

The idea underiying this proposal is
that the deciared wvalues should be unsed
hoth  for purposes of taxation (after
approval by the Valouation Department
of the Tnland Revenue) and {or purposes
of compensation.  Where the taxation
was on the annual value, as for example
Scheduie A of the Income Tux and local
rates, the government would fx the rate
of interest to be used in computing the
annual value from the capital value.

“ Where substantial changes in value
have been occasioned since 3lst March,
1939, by Government works, e.g., drainage,
road-making, replanning, the * betterment
would be the property of the State and
conversely owners of property decreased.
in value would be entitled to compensation;
where the changes have been occasioned
by private eaterprise there should be s

v 4n

right to revaluation.’

Moethod of Valuation

Chis is an intergsting series of
tions, and ilmportant in so 0
show the need of a national
which discloses the site value
The method proposed is, however, defec-
tive. [t is mot frue that owners of land
generally have the competence and Know-
ledge necessary to make a valuation of
their land aad still less to say what is
the site value inn all cases. This is implicitly
recognized in the proviso that the declared
valdes shali only become a basis of taxation
after they have been approved (and no
doubt revised where necessary} by the
Valuation Department of the Indand
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THE LIVELY LAND MARKET

Tue price of land in Northern lreland
has soared to a record of £130 an acre.
Auctioneers find no difficulty in disposing
of a IG-ncres farm with a comfortable
dwelling-honse for £6,000, Before the
war £2,500 was seldom bid for the same
property. Many [arms are changing
hands, and they are invariably sold at
a profit, especially those within 30 miles
of Belfast.—Sunday Dispaich, 16th August,

The prices which farm land 18 now
fetching are illustrated by the sales reported
in the fsfe of Ely Adveriiser, 12th Auvgust,
Approximately 174 acres of land on the
Needham Bank road, originally forming
part of a farm property were sold for
£2,200, which is at the rate of £124 an
acre, Approsimately 93 acrss, which
had been let at £16 175, 64, a year, were
sold for £900, equivalent to £96 per acre.
The price of 3} acres on the main road
from Tilney 8t Lawrence to Magdalen
was £340, equivalent to £97 per acre,
And at Walsoken approximately 6 acres
(with a row of plum frees and a packing
shed) were sold for £870, eguivalent to
£143 per acre less the value per acre of
the plum tress and the packing shed.
The previous owner of the land on the
Needham Bank road had paid £2,400 for
it twelve months ago, but when land
speculation takes place, it often happens
that bayvers and sellers overreach them-
selves and when prices are rising they
do so in waves like the advancing tide.

All these propertics are described as
agricultural  land. As such they are
entirely exempt from local rating,  But
the value of the land is proved in the
market and proved also most abundantly
is the case for the Taxation of Land
Values,

The Times in its advertisements and its
estate column discloses much information
about the distribution of land and the
immense holdings which are possessed by
individuals, They show also the extent
of the land speculation that is taking
place.  But why the vendors are selling
and how it is that purchasers have so
much money freely to spend are guestions
we leave the economists fo answer. 1t
seems that war taxation and subscriptions
to war loans have by no means exhausted
the resources of some people.  One party
may be gambling against the other on
future events—ithe possibility of free trade
after the war and the stoppage of doles
and subsidics, by which the present high
price of agricultural land will be punctured;
countered by the possibility that the
protection and spoon-teeding of agri-
culture will be continued or even increased,
and the fear of monetary inflation which
wonld make the buving of land immediately
the *‘ best investment of all” These
thoughts are like stakes on the roulette
table,

1,563 Acres in Glamorgan, The Cottrell
estate of 1,563 acres has been sold for
£63,323  including £4,723 for growing
timber. It is on the Swansea main road,
six miles from Cardiff.

1,672 Acres in the Chilterns. The
Brightwell cstate, advertised for sale. It
includes ** beautiful building sites™; a
Georgian residence in grounds of 40
acres ;. another residence ; a public house,

& farms and 24 cottages.  All the property
of one private estate.

1,665 Acres in Sussex., The Coghurst
gstates between the Downs and the sea,
Here also * beautiful building sites.” and
this private property includes a mansion
in grounds of 39 acres; some hoplands
(their wvalue raised by the hop quota);
several houses | nine dairying and mixed
farms 3 five coftages; market parden
land, etec.

1,900 Acres in  Aberdeenshire, The
Tiflvfour estate in the Vale of Alford.

Advertised to  lreeders, farmers and
“investors.” This includes the well-
kngwin Tillvfour stud farm; also five
smaller farms and several crofts and
housss ** the whole in a ring fence.”
484 Acres in Rutland, The “Top

Farmi™ at Thistleton. 1t is “egually
suitable for occupation or investment ™
and “a valnable and extensive bed of
ironstone is  believed to underlic the
major portion of the property.,” It was
sokd for £9,500,

1,300 Acres in Yorkshive. An important
portion of the Hazlewood estate © flanking
the Great MNorth Road and the main
Leeds-York Road” There are 370
acres of woodland and over 800 acres of
farmland, comprising seven medium-sized
farms, The sale is by direction of the
executors of the late €. F. Ryder,

42500 Acres in Dnverness-sitire.  This
forthcoming sale was mentioned and com-
mented upon in our ¢olumns last month,
The estate was formerly part of the
Seafield estates of the Dowager Lady
Seafield.

2,562 Acres near Galashiels and Hawick,
It includes “ frontage to a tributary of
the Tweed” and “adjoins a country
town.” There are three mixed farms and
houses and cottages, nearly a mile of
river fishing, low ground shooting and g
further feature 18 ““a valuable area of
fecing and building fand.”

11,300 Acres on Buiolk-Cambridge
Borders. The Great Thurlow estate
distant four miles from Faverhill, 10 from
Mewmarkes, 135 from Bury St Edmunds
and 20 from Cambridge. Within it are
“some of the best coverts in the West
Suffolk hunt,” 70 farms and smali-holdings,
260 cottages, 1,000 acres of woodlands
and the * greater part of the villages of
Gt Thurlow, Little Thurlow, Great Wratting
and Withresfield”" A feudal England in
the twentieth century, of which it may
be said “ never was so much rent paid
by so many o so few.)” This sale i3
also by direction of the execuiors of the
late C. F, Ryder,

2,192 Acres in  Lincolnshire. This
comprises three farms and “uoearly ali
the parish of Stainton-le-Vale.”

Rising Prices,
the best fatting fields in Rommney Marsh,”
the firm of Burrows, Clements and Winch
have sold 109 acres for £4,300, this is
equivalent to £42 per acre. In 1948
{when another war had boosted land
prices) Mr Burrows sold Romney Marsh
grazings up to £121 ver acre.  In 1933,
the sale of 35 acres there feiched L750.
“ Fast Anglian auctions,” said The Times,
show a high percentage of successiul
results and for the most part rising
prices. ., . The buyer of 60 acres at

At Snave, “one of

Fitior End, near Wisbhech, for £6,500,
acquired arable at Leverington at £135
per acee.”  Another record is the more
than £200 an acre paid for some of the
land sold at Spalding.

And there’s a war on, And every.
body is being hard pressed to find the
cost of it,

The Times, 8th Augusi, reports the
prominence given by the whole German
press to Hitler's own decree ' restricting
the sale of agricultural land during the
war ¥ and forbidding all changes m the
ownership of landed property, unless
absolutely necessary for economic reasons,
Commenting on the decree the German
newspapers explain that its purpose is to
prevent thoss who fear currency deprecia-
tion from buying land to safeguard their
fortunes. The unewspapers state that
recently there has been a great increase
int the number of sucl deals,

£ # S

Presiding at a luncheon given by his
committes on 27th Jaly Mr Claud Deanis,
chairman of the Improvements and Town
Planaing Committes of the City of Londoen
Corporation, said that the plan for the
rebuilding of the city was being held
back pending the introduction of safe-
guarding legislation. ** We do not want
a black market in land” Why the
Covernment could not fix basic values
for land {as In 1939 for war damage)
was bevond his comprehension,

Can we hope that the City will join
with the larger authority, the London
County Council, in pressing for the
rating of site values and a valuation of
ali land ?

K 1
RATING AND TAXATION
IN THE
~ HOUSING SCE
By F. C. R. Doaglas, MALLOC AP,

One of the ™ Design for
series  of  pamphlets  pubtished
the Co-operative Permanent B

1.id. and edited by Dy Bdwin C. Fair-
child,  An cwstanding contribution to -
the series enabling the housing reformer
to see the important bearing of (he
land and taxation systemy upon his
problems as well as on all that rolates
to town plasning and post-war con-
struction. Tha editor says: My
Douglas has shown that the rise and
fall of land aes affects the jocation
of industry and housing and that, as a
principal element of the social problem,
the price of land cannot be separated
from the distribution of Lome owner-
ship.”

A special supply of this instructive
and  well-timed  stuterment has  been
secured by the {nited Committee for
the Taxation of Land Values. so as
to assist in giving it wide publicity.

Price 64, By Post 7d.

Special offer.  To our readers who
can help in circulating this pamphlst
copies are available at the rate of 4s.64.
per doz, post free, from ' — :

Land & Liberty,
4 Cireat Smith Street, London, 5.%W. L
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circumstances so require,  The establish-
ment of security of teaure will go some
way at least towards securing that the
capital equipment which the land requires
is provided. A tenant who is Hable to
be turned oul at any time is naturally
disinclined to spend money upon improve-
ments which will not vield a guick return,

it is not ¢lenr what Sir Daglel means
by ¥ the collateral gains which come with
increased production.” 1f this is intended
to refer to increase in the land value or
economic rent, then there is & very simple
means of securing that the gain accrues
tc the State znd that s the taxation of

Innd  values,
It should be evident that if the Swse
surchased all the land it would in the

ast majority of cases leave the present
oocupler 1o possession as fenant of the
State.  The State in ali those cases would
not take possession of the land, but would
merely receive the vent, 1If there was a

dispule a8 to whether the rent was equit-
able or mnot, there would have to be
machinery for settling the question in

an impartial fashion. 1If, therefore, that
machinery were sct up cmi.ﬁqwf alt the
practical advantages of security of tenure
could be obiained without the fnancial
disadvaniages of State purchase. Purchase
at the present time is an especially danger-
nus proposal in view of the increase in
tland wvalues which has taken place in
recent times and which Sir Daniel hirseif
points out,

It is suggested that the basis of purchase
should be some number of vears’ purchase
of the annual valoe as fixed for Schedule
A of the income tax. It is exiremely
doubtful whether this is either an accurate
or a aniform valuation, Recent legislation
which has enabled the [nland Revenue
to substitute the actual rent paid for the
value established al the periodical re-
agsessment has probably mﬁadmma the
anomalies.  But whether the preposed
basis of purchase Is fair or not, the trans-
action is unnecessary for achieving the
purpose in view,

Thequestion remains, i agricaltureinthis
countty is 1ot to be subsidized, how is it to
be saved 7 The answer perhaps Emw be
found in following the example of Denmark,
Holland and Belgium in none of which
have agricultipal protection or subsidy
played any great part.  Their agricultural
economy has been built ap upon a frank
recognition that they must adapt them-
selves to the conditions of the present
day. They have accepted imports of
cereals Drom the Western Hemisphere at
low prices and have used these as the
basis of an infepsive animal husbandrey
together with the growing of perishable
Eo%_ﬂm such as vegetables and fruit,
There is sull a large moﬁn:i demand
for these thin The urban population
will in time lesrn that canned and pre-
served foods are no substitute for fresh
food.

At the same time our system of land
fenitre and faxation must be revised so
a5 to secure ;:r the value of land goes
to the state, that he who improves land
is not taxed upon the value of his improve-
ment, and that the occupier has security
of tenure at a fair rent which will encourage
him to make the most of So land.

4d. M?E E»wxf MEQE_ oF  SURPLUS
i AND LAMD RENT. w/. F. C. R. Douglas.

COMPLACENCY ON THE TA

A pEADING article entitled ™ Mo Death
Duties,” in the Manchester CGuardion of
17th July, has in it a number of refiections
which are worthy of conmument. Here is
the article :

The Isle of Man has refreshing qualitios
quite gpart from its sea breezes, There
more than anywhere else in the British
Isles (perhaps even in the British Comimon-
wesitl) the spirit of the Victorian age lives
on.  Where else could we find 4 Legistatue
solemmnly  refusing evenn to inguire into

death dutiss?  Where else could we find
a  sturdy  elected  representative o the
people laving it down that ** the foundation
of justice was that thore was ope law for
everyone, rich and poor, Al graduated
taxes like thizs outraged this principle.”

We should have to go back to Hansard
of 1894 to find a worthy companion for
the honourable member. But in one
respect the lsle of Man s unigue.  Hs
House of lords (the Legislative Council)
i5 in favour of an iaquiry inte death duties ;
the Commons (the House of Fevs) is
against it by thirteen voies to five, 1t is
an odd business.  The explanation probably
Hes in the words of Mr Samusl Norris,
one of the most respected of the Tsie of
Man's few Progressives : “In all the
story of the Tvnwaid Court {t had been
constituted  very largely of peopic who
were owners of land and property and came
to their seats on that bas

Thus it is possible for this delightful
shand to put aside such dangerous things
a5 upemployment insurance (which might
affect wages), death duties (which would
reduce unearned waalth), and an cxeess
profits tax (which would curl war gains),
to kesp income tax low even in the war,
and to raise the bulk of Government
revenne from indirect taxes. There is no
nonsense about * the century of the common
man ' there,

To depiore the maldistribution of wealth
has become among publicists
formality. By now if must have lost the
{orce of novelty among a public accustomed
by the same authorities to consider a
government much more as & universal
provider than as a safeguard of liberty.
Mevertheless, among the people the sense
of injustice stili sroulders, ready, according
to the turn of events and to the quality
of public discussion, o help the reformer
to strengthen soglety or the demagogue
to destroy it.  Hazy af:r;t i?: m_,_w;
lishedd in newspapers is mﬁ? of greater
consequenge to the average man w,: he
ofien realizes.

False arguments for & good cause open
the way for good arguments against it.
if ﬁ_:o:ma sofutions for our {roubics are
the only solutions the masses are permitted
to hear, intellectual integrity itself reduces
the best citizens to thai state of doubt
mma hesitation which forms a nuclens for

wathy  and  cynicism. mxwgm_mm of
anBoﬁ,mrEm which at the last, supreme
moment have failed to find a :wm@?,w of
enthusiasm are too close to cnable us to
be indifferent to this consideration.

Consider how this Manchester Guardian
arijcle treats the argument that justice
is founded on there being one law for
gveryone, vich and poor and that graduated
iaxes ES death duties outrage this principle.

HATION FRONT

In a tone of derision-cum~mote-in-sorrow-
than-in-anger the writer condemns the
argument as * Victorian ™ and  witlout
the slightest attempt to examine the
principle involved. And he continues
with some observations on taxation from
which we can only assume that he con-
siders the modern trends approasch mers
fection although one remark, suggesting
that death duties are levied only on
unearned  wealth, might sta s0me
readers. A newspaper suspected of Fres
Trade leanings would of course be hyper-
gemsitive on the subject of Victorianism |
but is it not becoming slightly &E._Sm
to assume that every social arrsngemen
of an age which knew not the £a5 MASK
was the work of knaves, focls or hypoorites?
Could some conteraporary of Macaulay
revisit the earth he would indesd be
impressed T,_ the progress which bas been
n.:im. in machines 1o ead death and
propaganda. But the technical aud
scientific progress he w.._a.x.w
individual intelligencs and research,
ing on knowlsdge acg
tions
social arrangements—for .,; & he E:uwﬂ
indeed wender i we had m ciithusiasm
ourselves, The ?baca; Q modern
goveramenis to iske from the rich (and
not 50 rvich) just because they have it and
to 9&:9_6 wict %m Qs:mm:w: of social

-

WOk~
ed by pasi genera-
rathor than to the excellence of our

and  vig m:_uwm&am &f OE,..
powerfuj interssts which infinence
machines, might appear to him &
a genuine cure for economic disparity
than the medern form of those methods
oy ,}Bx sorme Roman dictators buitressed
their power while seeking popularity with
the mob. Moreover, i this ghost from
the nast could insinuate his shadowy
form into some privafe confesrences of
accountants, lawvers and estate managers
it might strike him that 2 contiscatory
tax, however crude in principle might
be so complicated and  cxpensive |
practice as fo IMROse
maintenance of a vas
producers and in the end
on cunning,

To this ignorant Victorian oot
:.mmaﬁ of taxsilon might appear a
discouragement to  those qualities
efliciency, self-reliance and public wm, it

which he had seen develon in his own time
upnder a different in legislation
and which had been sgcompan iexl by a

ier
of 1 m:em.w wealth,
and confidence. He might even
suspect that o disappolnt En achieve-
pients n production and Inventivensss
for war might be tracesble not only to
the previous engouragement i, the mono-
poly so faial to efficiency also 1o o4
systerm of ﬁiﬁwom which  increagingly
levied heavy fnes upon succsssfol enisi-
prise.

Few of us lo-day .n;.: mrﬁ. L0 dsse8s
Victorian Enplund entirely at & Macaulay
valuation, but the appai m:r rosults of
complacency in  kindred spheres  must
surely warn us against the dangers of
complaceiicy towards any soolal guestion,
The Manchesier Guardien Jm; other media
of progressive thought might serve their
readers much better U< Eroﬁhm appareatly
reactionary arguments on the grounds cm

power

=y
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DENMARK

Mews nene the less gratifving because
it is dated nearly a year ago reaches us
relating to Danish colleagues and friends
it the Study Circle, the journal of the
* Ecotechnical School.”  The first number
was published in November, 1941, It
has come to us all the way from America,
thanks to Mrs Anna George de Mille,
In June, 1941, the School held its Summer
Conference at the Houseman’s High
Schoaol in Odense.  The Journal devotes
16 pages to the sessions that were held
and reports the work of the numerous
classes (hat were being conducted and
were being planned for the winter. The
middle pages make a large advertisement,
with ¢uts, of the text books—Progress
and  Poverty, Protection or Free Trade
and Lange’s Social FEeonomy, with the
Handbook for Teachers and the Lesson
Sheets for students. The journal is
Hlustrated with many photographs where
we rccognize {(as for example sitting in
assembly in one of the lecture rooms)
J. L. Bjorner and Mrs Sigae Bjdener,
Bue Bjorner and Mrs Caroline Bjorner,
Jakob E. Lange (whose death in December,
1941, we lately reported) Bent Sondergaard
of Esbierg, Chr. Norlev, Mrs Uffe Grosen,

Vigge Starcke and others.  There is a
report of an article by F. Folke in the
Roskilde Times in October, 1941. The
outdcor pictures give glimpses of the
(dense School buildings and their grounds,
lightened by beautiful sunghine. We
could wish for more space to do justice
to this manifestly successful Conference
and the indomitable spirit of our Danish
friersds who are 50 ably carrying on their
educational work., One dotable feature
of the Conference, which gets high praise,
was the lantern lecture by Chr. Novlev
on the subject ©* Why does Poverty accoms
pany Progress? ™ which it is hoped to
repeat in many parts of the country.
Caroline Bjorner, the organizer of all
this wonderful work, and her co-workers
—ithey are building better than they
perhaps kKnow. :

“TLV.”

A correspondent now with the forces
writes © “ Iid you know that the Army
are continually but unknowingly doing
some propaganda for us?  Every new
recruit, when tavght to do an about-turn,
is toid that his feet must successively
form the letters * 7. L. V.—rather good,
1 think, since we want an aboui-turn on the
existing system of obtaining revenue.”

ESSAY COMPETITION
fand and s Rent in Relation to
Emplovinent, Trade, Industry and
Puoblic Revesues,

. Prizes Offered

Oune £20 @ Two £15 ; Five £10
Competitors have a wide choice of
subjects and may send in one or
more essays. Latest date of entry
is 31st March, 1543,

Books recommended for study are !
Progress and Poverty (1s, 6d)
Social  Problems {ls. 6d): The

Condition of Labour (13} Protec-
tian or Free Trade (abridged 1s)
By Heary George.

The Competition 15 free and open
to all residents in Great Britain and
Ireland. ,

For full particalars obtain the Essay
Prospecius post free from '
. THE

HENRY GEQOHRGE FOUNDATION
4 Greal Smith Siveet, London, 8.W.1

WELSH LEAGUE FOR THE TAXATION
OF  LAND WVALUES: Eustace A.
Davies, Hon Secretary, 27 Park Place,
Cardilf {Telephone 1563). Conference
Secratary, 1. T. Rees, 2 Southey Streef,
Cardiff,

FORTHCOMING CONFERENCE IN
CARDIFF
invitations to a large address list are being
issued to a Regional Conference and Social

Gathering which will be held in the Reception

Room of the Park Hotel, Cardiff, on Saturday,

19th September, beginning at 3 p.m. Afters

noon tea will be served in the Whitehall

Room of the hotel at 5 p.m., the company

being the guests of the League. By this

anpouncemen!, invitation is alse given o

the reader 1o come, It Is however particularly

requested {in view of catering arratgements)
that notice of intention to be present be
received by Mr 1. T, Rees, 2 Southey Street,

Cardiff, not later than by the fizst post 17th

September,
The president of the League, Dy D, G,
Tavlor, wa.,, Dsc, will preside.  The

opening speakers wi be Mr F, C. R, Douglas,
M.A, L.CC, ME, and Mr A, W, Madsen,
B¢,  Resolution will be moved in the same
terms a8 the resolutions adopted by the
London and Birmingham Conference.

The programme has been planned so that
most of the time available may be devoted
e guestions and discussion, i which it is
hoped many members of the Conference will
teke part.

Conference members will receive the memo-
randum on “Town Plasning and Land
Values,” submitted to the Uthwatt Commiitee
by the Land Values Group in Parliament
andg the Leaflet ** Rate Land Values ™ published
by the United Committee, A large assortment
of books and pamphlets will be on sale atf
the literature table.

The Executive of the League met on 28th
August Lo confirm the arrangements as above.
They were particularly gratitied that Mr
Rees, who is himsell a member of the Executive
and is ex-Secretary of the National Union
of Distributive and Allied Workers, has
been able to act as Conference Secretary,
giving the Executive the advantage of his
wide experience in organizational work.

Mr E, Verley Merchant had an article in
the Western Mail, 1st August, criticizing and

rejecting  proposals for the nationalization
of the fand. Mr C. A, Gardner followed
with a letter pointing out that for many
people it i3 not the ownership of land that
15 objectionable bt (as the Malvern report
puts it) the power to collect economic reat,
to evict; and to forbid the use of natural
resources. Mr Merchant was invited to
deal with those proposals—that is to say
with the Taxation of Land Values as the
remedy. :

MIDLAND LEAGUE @ John Bush, President;
C. C. Coleman, Conference Secretary, 20
Cannon Sireet, Birmingham, 2.

BIRMINGHAM CONFERENCE

A successtul conference and social gathering,
undey the auspices of this League was held
at the Chamber of Commerce, New Sireet,
on Saturday, 22nd August.  Mr John Bush
presided and the chief speakers were Mr
. . R. Douglas, m»., and Mr Ydear
Butler, m.B.E., secretary of the Midiand
Liberal Federation. Although not all came
who had intimated their infention of being
preseat, 1t was the best attended meeting
we have held in this district for a number
of years. Among those who wrote sending
pood wishes were the Lord Mayor of Birming-
ham, Councillor Norman Tiptaft, who in his
letter wrote ; "I hope vour discussions will
be profitable and vour conference successful,
Certainly, something has needed doing for a
long time to see to it that increased site values
due to the activities of the community go
to that community and not to any private
vested Interest,”

Rev Leyton Richards and Mr C. E. Clarke
of Bewdley among others wrote regretting their
inability to be present, After the opening
speeches there was an iaterval for tea, and
discussion began after the Chairman had
moved a resolution in the following terms,
which was carried unanimously :

“’Fhat post-war reconstruction necessitates
a greater production and fairer distribution
of weatth ; that the monopoly of land
which obstructs production and the tariffs
and other restrictions which  obstruct
exchange must be abolished ; that an
essential means of securing this is to do
away with the taxes which fall upon com-
modities and labour, and to take for public

revenue the land value which is created by
the presence and activities of the whole”
communily, thereby throwing open to
labour the illimitabie field of emplovment
which the earth offers to man.”

The Birmingham Gazette well ag the
Post and the Mail gave useful reports and we
quote [rom them. My Douglas sald that the
pre-war cost of widening London's streets,
in order to make them better conform {o the
requirements of modern traffic was £2,060,000
per mile—an extortionate cost largely due to
compensating the owners for land made
miore valuable by the enterprise of the com-
munity. Everything we wanted 1o do depended
in the e, he said, on the utilization of land,
and if people were to be happily and profitably
employed, it was essential they should have
access to the land and its natural resources
on just and eguitable terms.  The policy
of the League would throw open to labour
and capital land necessary for production,
and provide valuable opportunities for employ-
mient and greafer production of wealth,

Mr Edgar Butler pointed ouf that post
war reconstruction could not possibly have
a fair start vnless the rating system wasg
revolutionized, and land values were taxed,
The system advocated had already been
successfully tried in several Dominions.

The reselution was supported by Councillor
George Sawyer, ex-M.P, In the subsequent

speaking, Mr W. E. Fox {(London), Mr
George Musson (Derbyshire), hir A, W,
Madsen {London) and a number from

Birmingham took part, including Mrs H.
Spencer, Mr Jenkinson and Mr Hall besides
athers who did not give their names, one of
then: a young man from New Zealand who
made a particularly interesting contribution.
Points and questions raised in the discussion
were answered by Mr Douglas.  In his opening
remarks the Chairman paid tribute to the
memory of Chapman Wright, whom they had
lost last March and who had so well and
50 long served the League in the Midlands
as its secretary. At the conclusion a warm
vote of thanks was conveyed to those respon-
sible for organizing the Conference. Besides
Birmingham and the places already named
the following towns were represented © Broms-
grove, Codnor, Littleover, Malvern, New-
castle (Staffs), Oldbury, Smethwick and West
Bromwich.  After the Conference s number
of the members adjourned to the Queen’s
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