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Readers in and around London and all who can get
to London on the date are cordially invited to the
Henry George Commemoration Dinner being held in
St. Ermin’s Restaurant, Caxton Street, Westminster, on
Tuesday, 17th September, at 7 for 7.30 o’clock. The
Dinner is organized by the International Union for
Land Value Taxation and Free Trade, 94 Petty France,
S.W.1, Mr Charles E. Crompton, Chairman of the
Executive of the Union, presiding. '

A large and representative gathering is anticipated.
The guests of the evening include Mr F. Folke, Presi-
dent of the Danish Henry Gleorge League, Capt A. R.
MacDougal of Blythe, Lauder, Councillor . Kolthek
of Holland, Miss A. Lambrick of Melbourne, and Mr
Alexander Groene of Chicago. The toasts include
“ The Memory of Henry George” and “Our Guests,”
in charge respectively of the Chairman and Mr B. A.
Levinson, B.A. LL.B.

Application for tickets (price 5s. each) should be
made to the International Union to reach the office
not later than Saturday, 14th September.

¥rom the Commemoration and in the name of the
Henry George movement in Great Britain, Denmark
and many parts of the world Mr F. Folke and Mr Madsen
(who are sailing next day) will carry a tribute to the life
and work of Henry George and convey greeting to the
Henry George Congress which meets in New York 26th
to 28th September. In connection with this, a cere-
mony will take place at the graveside at Greenwood
where the remains of Tom L. Johnson also rest.

The Outery Over High Rents

Almost every day we receive cuttings from newspapers
all over the country complaining of high rents. Typical
quotations are : * Rents are so terribly high that people
cannot pay them with any sort of comfort unless they
get o fodgers to help them ” (Jedburgh). ¢ Sometimes
we don’t have enough to eat because of the high rent
{(London).  *“ Old folk are having to pay 6s. to 10s.
a week on rent ” (Preston). “In eity tenements 75
per cent of the relief granted is being paid in rent
(Dublin). * Rents of 8. to 12s. 6d. and upwards are
obtained for two rooms with insufficient accommodation
for the occupants  (Llanelly).

Similar statements could be multiplied indefinitely.
They are usually accompanied by a plea for some form
of administrative action or legislation for the purpose
of restricting rent raising. Only occasionally are the
real factors of scarcity and low wages referred to. Still
more rarely is it pointed out that high Jand values have
anything to do with the height of house rents, or that
houses are made dearer and searcer by the rates imposed

upon them. Yet how can an effective remedy be found
without regard to the real causes of the evil.

This outery from every quarter of the land points to
what is aetually eoncerning the people. There is a
great opporbunity before the political party which is
propared to place before them s simple and consistent
solution of this vital problem:. Tt ought to be a dominant
issue of the next general election.

Land Settlement Held Up

The Commissioners for the Depressed Aveas, Mr Lloyd
George and others have pointed to land settlement as a
means of absorbing some of the unemployed in useful
work. The News Chronicle (21st August) rveports a
discussion at a committee of the Glamorgan County
Couneil at which Councillor Caradoc Jones said the
committee had had considerable difficulty in acquiring
suitable land for small holdings. Landowners in some
cases were asking up to £400 an acre. While the
Ministry were nrging them to do something for the un-
employed, the landowners, it seemed, were determined
to take advantage of the occasion to get rid of
property at a big price just because the ratepayers
would have to pay for it.

Thus we have one more illustration that it is not low
prices of produce but high prices of land that is the
real handicap to agriculture. The attempts of the
Government to raise the prices of farm products are
simply aggravating the evil,

German Lutherans and Social Justice

A sidelight on the conflict between the National
Socialist State in Germany and the Protestant Church
is given in the Manchester Guurdian (16th August),
which reproduces part of a manifesto issued by the
Protestant clergy of Alfona on 11th January, 1933,
before the Nazis had actually attained power. Those
who seek the Church as an ally in the political struggle
or who would make the Church subordinate to a political
power are denounced in strong language.

In addition to rejecting every deification of the
State the manifesto says :—

“We definitely reject the dream of the coming temporal
realm of justice, peace, and goneral well-being in all
its varieties. We see in the ntierances of the different
political parties that this dream has not yet been dreamt
t0 an end. Whether it be a coming temporal realm of
peace and security for all nations, or a classless society
without hunger, tribulation, and suffering, or a future
national state of perfect justico and racial purity—
whoever believes in such dreams thereby demies the limils
Jived by God, falsifies political action, and teaches that
salvation through Christ be but lightly esteemed.

“We believe, teach, and confess that because of our sins
there will never be a State in which work and wages really
correspond, i which there will be wo war of any bind,
and in which justice will be essentiolly just.”

This pessimistic Calvinism almost makes one sym-
pathize with the Nazi dictatorship, and it certainly
indicates a reason why the Nazi movement achieved
power, if it had to face such opponents.
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The sentiments in this manifesto are o cynical denial
of the prayer which is commen to all Christendom :
 (ive us this day onr daily bread. Thy will be done
on earth ag it is in heaven.”

Bitter complaints are made that religion is losing
its hold upon the people, but such doctrines contradict
every aspiration of mankind for {ruth, freedom and
justice. It is said thet Jesus drove the money-changers
out of the temple. What would He do to scme of His
professed followers if He came to earth to-day ¢
The Reclamnation of Lord Nuffield : .

No one has been more to the front in demanding
protective tariffs than Lord Nufield. They were good
for the motor manufacturer, provided the raw material
of his industry could be had tax-free. But protection
is a game where everyone wanks to play beggar my
neighhour until the pocket-picking causes more curses
than the spoils it brings. So Lord Nuffield turns free
trader. He protests against the advantage the steel
producers have taken of the Customs duty to put up
the price of steel. T declare now,” he said, speaking
at @ dinner in London on 16th August, * that it is time
the duty was taken off so that we can reduce the price
of our cars. The present state of affairs is disgraceful.”

It iz a first-class revelation of “ tarifls in the making.”
It is an all-tound experience; what is raw material to
one industry iz the finished azticle of another. Carry
the protection far enough, and the presumed benefit
to any industry is cancelled out. Lord Nuffield wants
to stop that consummation. Let the steel producers
retort that tariffs on motors should also be taken off
and we are in a fair way to reaching common sense and
decency in trading relations within and without, and
with the rest of the world. -

From Rack Rent to Building Bonds

The extent of the building boomnt is shown in the Iatest
Year Book of the Building Societies, the amount
advanced on mortgage in 1934 having been no less than
£124,214.655. The total assets of the Building Societies
are now £555028,811. In the year 1934-35 private
enterprise without any State assistance produced a
total of 286,050 houses. ‘

But there is another side to the picture. A large
portion of the total mortgage sum is the price of the
place on which to build the house, the site value that
has proved a magnificent “rake off ” for the owners
of land previously paying nothing in rates. To escape
high rents the people are moving into these new houses
where the interest and redemption charges on the mort-
gage are just a little bit lessthan therent of the oid house,

1t is a case of “things seen and things unseen.” We
see the houses, but we do not see the debt that hangs
over them or realize that it is land monopoly which has
piled up that figure and keeps it high. 1t is increased
by the rates that fall on the houses. So there i3 no
glamour about it at all. How differeat would be the
eivoumstances if land value taxation had squeczed out
the monopoly price of all that land and houses were
freed from a most unjust imposition. Then we would
see the houses and know that they really belonged fo
the inhabitants. ‘

Trade Follows the Flag

An amusing story on this theme is told in a recent

iwsne of the Manchester Guardion. Patriotic Japanese
were highly incensed to discover ““ Down with Japan ”
inseribed on the bozes of a certain brand of matches.
They were still more annoyed to find that these were of
genuine Japanese manuofacture. The explanation is
that they were intended for consumption in China,
where it was assumed they would be popular. The

Chinese  (lovernment, howevsr, in compliance with
requests of the Japanese Government to restrain snti-
Japanese propaganda, very properly prevented the sale
of these matches. The manufacturers wenbt bankrupt
and their stock was thrown upon the market in Japan
as & job-lot.

Glaszow and the Duke of Moutrose

Some time ago it was announced that Glasgow
Corporation was o purchase 101 acres of land for
housing purposes at Balornock from the Duke of
Montrose for £15,152, or £150 an acre. The price was
in seme quarters regarded ag extremely low, and Mr
evin MacDowall, of the Scottish Nationalist Party,
in which the Duke iz a Jeading spirit, issued an open
letter congratulating him on his splendid public spirit.

More light is thrown on the matter in an article by
Bailie Jean Mann, chairman of the Housing Commitiee,
in an article in Forward (17th August). It appears that
not all the offered land was sultable for building. In
addition to the price of the land there are claims for
probable mineral workings, compensation to tenants
and wnexhausted manures.

In spite of the compliments of his henchman the Duke
gent °“ a letter to the Housing Director repudiating his
former agent, and making further claims for compen-
sation to tenants and for unexhausted manures.” The

Uommitiee suspended negotiations, and after two months

the Duke * came down from his pedestal and intimabed
his willingness to accept the agreed-upon terms.”

An obstacle of ancther ldnd now arese.  The Depart-
ment of Health for Scotland wrote to the Corporation
intimasing that the land was not worth £15,152, hut in
the opinion of the Government valuers only £9,700.

The land is valued for rating at an annual value of
£186, but as it is agricultural land the valuation upon
which rates are actually paid is reduced to £23.

Thus the price asked by the Duke (apart from the

other items of compensation) is 81 years’ purchase of

the full rateable value and 658 years’ purchase of the
value on which rates are paid.

Glasgow has had other experiences of dealing with
the Duke of Montrose, particularly in respect of its
water supply, for the right to obtain which very high
prices were paid for land that had very little value for
any other purpose.

Mr Roosevell’s Unemployment Seheme

The Daily Herald, 17th August, reports : Counting
big trees in the Savoya National Park, California, is the
latest job evolved to absorb some of the army of the
Tnited States unemployed. President Roosevelt (says
the British United Press) has just allotted £2,000 out of
the £800,000,000 work relief fund to pay the men.

Not long ago Mr Hore-Belisha had 10,600 men on the
roads to take a censug of the passing traffic. This was
hailed in some guarters as a helpful unemployment
scheme. Counting trees and counting motor cars.
Let us all count our fingers and get inspectors to check
up on the data. The politiciang would sing with us,
little man yowve had a busy day, and we could
make tea houses of the Labour Exchanges.

Beet Sugar

© When the beet sugar subsidy was introduced in 1925
it was believed that after a period of 10 years the infant
industry would be full grown and able to look after
itself. £50,000,000 in subsidy and rebates of taxation
have been spent for this purpose, but the only result has
been to create a vested interest nourished by taxation.
Despite the devastating criticism of the Greene Com-
mittee, the Government has decided to continue the
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subsidy for an indefinite period. The only consolation
sf the consumer and taxpayer is that the amount of
sugar on which subsidy is to be paid is Hmited to a
maximum of 560,600 tons.

The Government's proposals inehude the amalgamation
of all the beet sugar factories into a single corporation.
A curious festure of the scheme iz that the factories
are to be given production quotas which would enable
them to refine imported sugar, and it is contemplated
that the refiners will buy these quotas from the sugar
beet factories. Thuas by selling their quotas the sugar
beet factories will obtain an indirect subsidy at the
expense of a higher price charged by the refiners to the
consUmMers,

The scheme includes the usual last resort of tha
harassed politician and civil servant. A sugar com.-
mission is o be established {o superviee the working
of the new plan. The Government will, therefore,
retirn a blank negation to future criticism by saying :
this matter i3 in the hands of an impartial and inde.
pendent tribunal ; make your complaints to it. So
responsibility to the public will be avoided and the
inferests of monopolists safeguarded. The. most im-
portant of these monopolists will, of course, be the
owners of land on which sugar beet is grown, but no
one says a word abouf them. The plea is that the subsidy
gives more emiployment, the fact is that it maintains
high rents.

What Landlordism Means

The foreshore at Shanklin, Isle of Wight, is to be put
up for anction on 27th September. In making this
snnouncement the Daily Telegraph (14th Augnust) says :—

* The shore extends for 11 mile. The purchaser will
eventually be able virbually to confrol and manage the
beach, which is the resort of thousands of boliday-
maakers in the season. He will have power to crect and
let bathing huts and bents, to hire out chairs, boats, ete.

“Ab low water pards of the beach are 400 ft. wide,
and it consists almost entirely of firm sand.

“The Sandown and Shanklin Urban Distriet Counsil
now hold practically the whole shore on lease, at a
norinal rent of £2 & year. This lease expires in April,
1938, After that date the purchaser will be able to do
what he wishes with the sands. e may even prevent
poople going on them.”

The vendors have issued a statement that © Owing
0 the death of the previous life-tenant a few years ago,
many claims for death duties have had to be paid, and
now that the lease is drawing to an end a favourable
cpportunity presents itself to put the matter on an
ordinary commercial footing and of reimbursing the
ostate for the heavy payments that have had to be
mads. By outting the property up to auction the
Couneil are not deprived of an opportunity of acquiring
it-?}

No, the Council may acquire it at a price based upon
the rovenne which the highest bidder thinks he can
obtain by charging for permission to enjoy the sand,
the sea and the sanshine. They may buy something
that the vendors never made nor could make, some-
thing that the vendors did not make valuable but which
has been made valnable by the public who would
provide the money to buy it back. :

A Staffordshire Case

Brownhills Urban District Council proposes to carry
out o seweraze scheme for Norton Canes. A suitable
site i3 5 acres belonging to the Conduit Colliery Co.
In a discussion at the Brownhills Chamber of Commerce
{reported in the Lichfisld M ercury, 16th August) it was
stobed that in order to acquire this site the Couneil

would have to ‘buy the whole of a 38} acre farm at a
price of £70 an acre. It was alleged that part of the
ground was suitable for building purposes, but on the
other hand it appears that the ground is open to sub-
sidence owing to the shallow nature of the pits. This
appears to be a case in which the landlord is too polite
0 name an exorbitant price for what the Counecil
really wanted, but would achieve the same result by
asking the Council to purchase land they do not want
at & very high but not so oubrageous fgure.

Quene for Farms
- Under this heading the Star (6th August) says

“The head of a firm of land agents in the South of
England tells me that it is a long time since he had so
many appleants for farms on his books.

“ile now has a waiting list, for there are many
more woald-be farmers than there are farms to accom-
modate them.

“ Good farms are snapped up almost before they come
on the market. Land prices are rising. The valus of
farms with anything like good land has risen by about
15 per cent in the last 18 months.

“ It seems that already the transference of the tax-
payers’ money for agricultural subsidies into the pockets
of landowners and land speculators has begun.”

Collectivism or Free Land
- In an article on a recent visit to Russia (Manchester
Guardian, 25th July) Lord Noel-Buxton writes :—
While industrial development has been made easy
by the possession of unused resources, it is ineredible
that such rapidity would have been achieved without
collectivism. ‘The system is an economic asset. The
endless complications of compensation for Iand and
other property, with the obstruction of persenal
interests which, in other lands, impede progress and
make it expensive, are here short-cireuited. The
handicaps which prevent rationalization in capitalist
countries are absent.

It is evidently not “ collectivism ” which is the secret
of Russia’s progress but the absence of private monopoly
of land, and that is something which can be brought
about by other means than those which were actually
used in Russia. It is interesting in this comnection fo
recall the statement made by Trotsky in his account of
the revolution that it was the decision of the Bolshe-
vists to deal with the land question (not to establish
collectivism) that was the determining factor in giving
them the mastery of the State.

Writing in the Christian Seience Monitor on President
Roosevelt’s new tax proposals Mr Charles G. Baldwin
says: Those who by honest exchange, co-operation
and industry produce wealth, acquire a title thereto
good against the entire world, including sovereignty
itself. For the Government to take even a seintilla o
such wealth is thievery. ‘

The Government ignorantly creates monopoly and
special privileges by statutes such as the tariffi on
imports——patent statutes—licenses to practice law,
medicine, ete., and, worst of all, permits private persons
to collect ground rents created by public improvements
and public services.

These statutes should be repealed and the Govern-
ment should collect sufticient ground rent to defray its
expenses, and desist from all taxes on industry.

FORM OF BEQUEST
I bequeath (free of duty) to the United Committee for
the Tazxation of Land Values, Limited, the sum of
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Mr P. M. Stowart, the Commissioner of the Distressed
Areas, in his recent Report argues for diminishing the
working population so that others will have more
employment. Boys and girls are to be kept longer at
school and anyone who employs them will be punished.
At the other end of life, increased old-age pensions,
forfeited if they do go to work for gain, will induce men
and women after their 65th year to withdraw their
competition for jobs and make way for younger people.
There is not enough work to go round. That is the
implication, with the deduetion that those who make a
Iiving by adding to the store of wealth, far from vendering
o service, are injuring if not ruining their fellows. By
that reasoning, every worker is a parasite and an enemy
of society whether he is under 18 or over 65 or his age
comes in between.

The proposals made for shortening hours of labour
are innocent enough, if perfectly futile. But monstrous
are the ideas governing the proposals which lead Mr
Stewart to advocate emigration as a cuve, when °° trans-
ference to the British Fmpire overseas = can be resumed,
and finally to the creation of military camps and the
recruitment of young men for the Services of the State.
It is an unemployment policy dictated by the theory
of over-population proving again that Malthus still
dominates in the counsels of State.

Alas, it is not an isolated instance; for the Mal-
thusian view, scouting the evidence of the plenty all
might enjoy, scouting the fact that unemployment and the
extremes of poverty and riches are due to an elemental
injustice in society, now rides roughshod over Europe
and the world. 1t is the Ifalian Government’s excuse
for coveting Abyssinia and it inspired the damnable
admission made by the Foreign Secretary, Sir Samuel
Hoare, in the House of Commons, as to the aspirations
of that Government being justified.

The Daily. Telegraph of 13th August, commenting on
a particularly outspoken article by Signor - Gayda,
Mussolini’s firebrand in the press, said that seriously-
minded Ttalians held that disarmament on their East
Africa front would result in a dangerous increase in
unemployment ; it is estimated that 35,000 civilians
are drawing regular pay for their participation in public
works in Eritrea and Italian Somaliland ; these men
mostly from the south are sending home their savings ;
another 200,000 are under arms there; about 190,000
are under arms in Ttaly ; factories are working day and
night to equip these armies and send out materials for
public works ; to bring all these men home without »
victory (military or diplomatic ?) . . . would be, it is
held, a fatal political and economic error with far-
reaching consequences.

It is an easy transition from Mr P. M. Stewart’s
report and recommendations to the practical and fuller

adoption of given policies by the Italian Government,
all in the faith that to make work, promote emigration
and cause money to circulate is the remedy for unem-
ployment. Here we have the military camps on the
grand scale and the determination to win new terri-
tories for scttling the alleged surplus of population.
The governors of the distressed area which is called
Ttaly—and miserable are the conditions of the working
people—are acting brutally and violently ; but who
among their prosecutors will question the assumption
with which they started and the economic motive
that has driven them to such desperate courses ¥
our own country has not gone to war, it has wasted
millions of treasore and incidentally built higher the
walls of privilege in trying to solve the unemployment
problem by just such tactics, trying to make work by
all manner of public expenditure and voting £45,0006,000
for emigration schemes that crashed against the mono-
poly price of land, teaching a lesson seemingly guickly
forgotten as to who really owns the British Empire.
People speaking in the name of New Deals and Five
Year Plans, advocates of public works at the cost of
the taxpayer and for the enrichment of the landowner,
all who ignore or deny the evils of land monopely and
repressive taxation, who arve indifferent about if they
do not approve fiscal or other barriers against inter-
national trade, who leok to foreign investment and the
emigration of working people as solvents of the unem-
ployment problem-—it is not for them to cast stones
at this Abyssinian adventnre regarded solely as an
economic proposition, supposing it did have Haile
Selassie’s full consent and support.

Sir Samuel Hoare said on 11th July, ¥ We have
always understood Ialy’s desive for overseas expansion.
. . . We admit the need for Ifalian expansion.” Well
may it be that Sir Samuel has in mind the growth and
development of the British Dominions and those * wide
open spaces ~ of which our pompous Imperialists speak
when they talk of shipping pecple overscas out of thew
country where they have no foothold. The British
people it is said is fortunate in possessing those wide
open spaces as an outlet and safety valve for its growing
population ; but it bas monopolized more than encugh
of the world o the exclusion of other nations and
cannot without hypocrisy eriticize an Italy or a Japan

-or a Germany for demanding a similar refuge for ibs

surplus inhabitants. Signor Gayda has thus put it
very blantly*: “Is Great Britain, which possesses a
quarter of the globe, disposed to revision and partition
of ber existing Empire ? Are those other great States
ab Gieneva so disposed ¥ It is the eternal problem of
the haves and have nots. If the League were just it
wonld redistribute those Empives.” It is quite remark-
able to notice the sympathetic response in the British
Press to this Italian point of view, not that any part of
the British Empire should be handed over fo italian
ownership but that Italy has a good case before the
League of Nations as the next grabber of fertile territory
with natural resources that are worth while. The only
proviso s that the League, while negotiating this
peaceful penetration and rich spoil for concessionnaires,
shall prevent the robbers and the robbed from going to
war and probably starting » world conflagration. They
must help to preserve collective security. It is the
password of the Leagne.

The admission of Italy’s need for expansiom, a8 it
has been stated and in its context, is the greatest blow
that could be struck at the peace of the world or the
welfare of the Italian people themselves. In the first
place who is to define this alleged need? Or the need of

* Daily Telegraph report, 13th August.
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any country whose statesmen, not daring to grapple
with the domestic causes of industrial distress, are
now encouraged to seek expapsion as the alternative
to comvulsion ! Bhall it in Italy’s case be Mussolini
or the Negus or some appointed arbitrator ¥ Remember
always that it is a guarrel about natural resources which
are to be appropriated for the benefit of one party at
the expense of another. Already in 1908 by Treaty
between HBritain, France and Ttaly, Abyssinia without
consulting its inhabitants was to be zoned off in what
are called spheres of influence, but in reality fields of
exploitation for the profit of favoured groups. Under
the wgis of the League of Nations, represenfatives of
the three countries came together in 1935 to decide
how much bigger the Italian slice might be by way of
bribe to avert a war of conquest. The bribe has been
rejected and the world waits to know what the dread
outcome is to be. ‘ )

{ireat Britain it is said possesses a guarter of the globe
but the British working man, what does he possess ?
Mr P. M. Stewart can speak for the inhabitants of the
distressed  sreas, and over the whole country the
statistics of unemployment and public assistance answer
only too shockingly the suggestion that the existence
of an Empire makes any differsnce to social conditions
in industry. If British possessions occupied a half
ingtead of a guarter of the globe the general level of
wages would not rise by a single penny, since wages
are determined by one thing and one thing only, namely
the price that must be paid for the use of land. In the
last analysis the division of the product is into wages
and rent. High rent means low wages, and the with-
helding of land at an excessive price brings the disaster
of unemployment. Great Britain’s heed like Italy’s
need is great. It is the need of statesmen who will
speak the truth about the causes of poverty, who will
uphold the rights of their peoples against the enemy
within their own gates, who will discard all pretences
that territorial aggrandisement abroad can minimize
or undo the effects of social injustice at home. The
Italian people have been educated into the belief that
over-population is their whip and scourge. Not the
Dictator only is to blame.
this flaming lie, so carefully and successfully cultivated,
in the interest of privilege and monopoly, applauded
by leading lights in the high places around the globe,
that is hounding on the nations to another Armageddon.

AW, M

THE LAND UNION ON THE
CAMPAIGN

The annual report of the Land Union, published in
the Angust-September issue of the Land Unson Journal,
says that the most important event which has taken
place during the year 1934 is the repeal in the Finance
Act of that year of the Land Value Tax introduced
by Lord Snowden when Chancellor of the Exchequer in
the Labour Government. The Land Union takes credit
for the part it played in securing the repeal, but the
report continues -

¥ Although for the moment the danger is past, we
would impress upon property-owners that the agitation
for a tax of this kind continues, and the London County
Council have recently instructed their Finanece Com-
mittes to report on the advisability of imposing a rate
on land values, and several local authorities throughout
the country have passed resolutions advocating methods
of this kind. : :

“ The Couneil of the Land Union are fully aware of
the campaign which is being carried on to reintroduce

It is this false doctrine,

site value taxation, and, provided the continued support
of members of the Land Union is given to them, will
resist any attempt which may be made to give legislative
effect to systems of this kind.”

We need hardly add that this is a challenge which we
are sure that our readers will take up by inereasing
the assistance which they give to * the campaign ™ to
which our opponents pay such a testimony.

HIGHER ASSESSMENTS FOR
RATING

Quinguennial valuations for rating have recently been
made in Londor and other parts of the country. Bitter
complaints have been made in the press by aggrieved
ratepayers who have had their assessments increased,
Tn some cases it is alleged that the increase is so large
that businesses have been closed down.

The blame is laid at the door of the sssessment
authorities, but they are merely carrying out the law,
which says that the assessment must follow the rent.
The real source of the trouble is that rents ave high,
combined with the fact that our present system of
rating imposes the burden upon the use which is made
of. Jand and not on its value. The better used land is
and the more highly improved, the greater will be the
assessment and the burden of rates. Let it remain
idle, however, and nc matter how valuable it is the

" owner need pay nothing,

The periodieal outery against increase of assessments
golves nothing. It is the system that is ab fanlt. Those
who protest most loudly against increased assessments
are often those who oppose most violently any proposal
to alter the system. They. give the impression that
they do not mind how much other people have to pay,
50 long as they escape. Those who are concerned to
improve matters might well ask their local authorities
to follow the example of Cardiff and other municipalities
in pressing upon the Government the need for a thorough-
going reform of the whole system.

At a Ministry of Health inguity into an application
by Fleetwood {Lancs) Council for permission to borrow
£10,000 for the acquisition of land, the town clerk said
that land consisted of 9,320 square yards, and the pur-
chase price was equal to £1 1s. 54d. a square yard.
The plot was valuable, having a frontage to the
promenade, overlooking the sea. The land was freehold
and free from any rent charge, land tax, or tithe rent.
Though so near the railway station, tram and bus
termini, and ferry, it was the only vacant land on the
promenade for a distance of nearly a mile now available
for the building of boarding houses.

“Tn the course of a year or so the land is bound to
increase in value on account of the great popularity
Fleetwood has attained.”—(Manchester Guardian, 6th
July.)
* & *

It would appear that the reason certain Powers are
répudiating and defying the collective system is that
they are failing to get access for their people to the
world’s abundance. The historian of the future may
find that one of the chief causes of the present distress
in the world is the restrictive system acopted by Great
Britain in 1932. That closed the last safety valve and
increased the difficulties of all trading countries. A
return to free imports in a madly Protectionist world
would be most beneficial to this country and to the
world. Economic nationalism was ap overgrown and
flabby giant.—Mr Ramsay Muir at the Liberal Summer
Schogl, Cambridge, 6th August. :
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THE MUNICIPAL CAMPAIGN

Cardiff Coniference to Promote Land Value Rating

Tn terms of the resolution &dop_ted. on.Sth April, 1935,
trhé Town Clerk of Cardifl sent 1nv1tat19ns to a repre-
sentative Municipal Conference the City Council of
Cardiff is bolding on Wednesday, 25th September, to
which all the local rating authorities in Wales and
Monmouthshive have been invited to send represent-
atives. The declaration of the City Council and
the cbjects of the Conference are as stated in the
governing resolution, for which Councillor George
Ferrier and Alderman Sir William R. ‘Williams had bee
responsible -— . 3

“That, o the opinion of this Council, the first
step towards a reform of the system of rating is that
rates should be levied on land on an assessment based
on its full market value irrespective of the use to
which the land is being put and as to whether it is

m use or not, with corresponding reduction of the

rates now levied on houses and other buildings and

improvements ; and that the Town Clerk be in-
structed to enter in communication with county and
municipal authorities throughont Wales and Mon-
mouthshire with a view tc joint action and the.calling
of a Municipal Conference for considering andjor
promoting the necessary amendments to the present
Iaw to enable this resolution to be carried into effect.”

Many local authorities have responded favourably.
As an nstance, here i3 one of the latest press cuttings
received, appearing in the Western Mael of 232 Auguss
Pontardawe rating aunthority, at its meeting on Thurs-
day, decided to support Cardiff City Council with regard
to the assessment of land. Mr J. L. Rees, of Trebanos,
moving that the resclution should be adopted, said it
would mean a fremendous increase in revenue, and 1b
would be on a far more equitable basis. Councillor Tom
Williams, of Clydach, seconded, and it was decided to
send the chairman (Mr Richard Roberts) and the
rating officer (Mr R. 8. Griffiths) to the econference.

Clitheroe Debates Land Values

Under the bold heading ** Henry George Up To Date,”
the Clitheroe Adveriiser of 23rd August devotes four
long columns to the discussion in the Clitheroe Town
Council on a resolution deelaring in favour of the
Rating of Land Values, and instructing the Town Clerk
t0 call a Conference of Local Rating Authorities in
Lancashire for the promotion of this policy. The
motion was in the same terms as that of the Cardiff
Corporation, which we have given above, calling a
Conference of Welsh and Monmounthshire authorities,

Councillor Hallows in his speech moving the reso-
lution, made a comprehensive statement on the prineiple
and policy of Land Value Tazation. Councillor Leith,
in seconding, said he did so as a Liberal. Because the
Liberal Party did not put the system imto operation
they had descended fo the positicn they held to-day.
Councillor French, supporting, urged that the reso-
lution should be carried as a whole.

Councillor Dewhurst pleaded for delay in taking a
vote. e wanbed to give the subject further considera-
tion. Councillor Bentham had doubts about the calling
of a Conference ; it would throw no light task on the
Town Clerk’s department. Alderman Booth took
exception generally to the propesed move. Tt was a
national problem and one for national consideration.

Alderman Seedall said he was one of those who
believed that the Taxation of Land Values would be

the salvation of the country. He referred to the 1931
FPinance Act. One of the first things that the National
Govermment had done, after promising the electors it
would not be partizsan, was to suspend what the Labour
Chancellor of the Fxchequer had done. In 1934 they
had repealed the Act. Iovery member of the Council
knew that they had to pay through the nose for jand
required. Al that Councillor Hallows was asking wasg
that the Council should pass the resolution and get
into touch with other authorities, so that eventually
legisiation could be arranged backed by influential
authorities all over the country.

Coungiilors Parker apd Hargreaves strongly supported
the case for the Rating of Land Values, and while
agreeing that the Couneil should seek the co-operation
af other aunthorities, they approved the plan adopted
in Sheffield, which had first submiited the matter to
the Winance Commitiee for consideration and report.

Councillor Manley opposed the Conference ides on
acconnt of the cost, and agreeing with Councillor
Parker in the matter of committee discussion he sug-
gested that members should be addressed by some
person who was an authority instead of having pamphlets
sent to them.

Councillor Waddington moved an amendment that
the question of calling a Conference be remitted to the
Finance Committee, and this was carried by seven
votes to six.

- Southgate Land Values

In our July issue (p. 95) we reported the carrying of a
resolution at Southgate (Middlesex) Borough Couneil
in favour of the rating of land values. The mover of
the resolution, Councillor Owen Roberts, had an inte::
resting article in the August Wood Green and Southgate

| Citizen giving numerous lustrations of the prices paid

for land in Southgate and of the increase in values in
recent vears. '

Further light on this was afforded by the answers to
questions asked by Councillor A. E. Lauder at the
meeting of Southgate Council on 23rd July. For 121
acres purchased from Hazelwood Park Allotments
Association the Borough Council paid £16,500. This
land was used partly for tennis and partly for allot-
ments and was assessed at an apnual value of £149
and the rates paid were £34. The price paid by the
Association was £5,437. Three acres of frontage land
wasg sold in 1924 for £2,887 and the remainder was sold
to the Council in 1935 for £16,500.

For 8% acres at Tottenhall Ficlds purchased from
Tottenhall Ltd. the Council paid £9,037. The assessed
apmual value wag £122 and the rates paid were £53 4s.
In 1922 Tottenhall Fields were purchased for £4,250,
of which the land recently sold to the Council was
only paxt. :

Tt will be seen that the price paid by the Council for
the land at Hazelwood Park was 110 years’ purchase of
the rateable value and the price of the land at Totten-
hall Fields was 74 years’ purchase of the rateable value.

An interesting correspondence ensued in the local
press. Mr W. K. Spalding tock part in this, and on
2nd August Councllor A. E. Lauder wrote in the
Falmers Green Gazelte —

“ Within the last few years the value of land in the
Borough has increased four-fold.
“'The growth of London, the extension of transport
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facilities and the wise administration of the Borough
Jouncil have all contributed to this astounding result.
The one porson who has done nothing in the matter is
the owner who takes the profit.
“ He can remain passive ab the other end of the earth ;

Le may nevoer even soe his band, but its value will increase

just the same. Little crowds of speculators have made
fortemes out of Southgate by buying one day, selling
the next, and then clearing out of the Borough with
fd.'H.QI’ bank balances.
“ Home of us suggest that the Staie or the Borough
Courneil should have power to annex part of this rake-off
which they have holped to create.
“*Regular Reader’ is aghast at this proposal,
because if and when the lucky speculators invest their
profits they will have to pay income tax on the annual

- proceeds.

It is true that income tax is payable upon
all taxable fncome, whether it is gained by hard work,
speculation in la.nd or even by such an illegal occupation
as gambling.

“ But what on earth has this to do with the claim
of the public to appropriate part or all of the increased
value they have conferred upon the land ?

“In point of fact, until the jandowner collects his
legal swag and invests it, he escapes the tax collector.
The owner of vacant land in Southgate can sit still,
WTbhhold it from use until the commumt,y have made it

‘ripe’ for sale, and watch its value go up annually,
but he will pay no tax on this annual increment and no
rates on the land. His neighbour, who uses his land
for building, and is thus of cerwce to the community,
will pay both taxes and rates.”

CATHOLICS AND THE LAND QUESTION

At the annual conference of the Catholic Social Guild,
held at Oxiord on 3rd to 10th August, a special featiure
wag three addresses by the Rev. Lewis Watt, Professor
of Moral Philosophy at Heythrop College, on * The
Catholic Doctrine of Property in Land, with special
reference to the theories of Henry George

The first lecture was devoted to George’s economic
teaching, but failed to show any appreciation of the
main point of the argument—the effect of material
progress in increasing rent, the speculation in land valus
and the holding of land out of use generated by the

sxpectation of future increases in land value, and

depression of the margin of production and the im-
poverishment of the workers ensuing from this. In
fact the lecturer denied the existenee of monopoly in
land.

The second lecture dealt with George’s teaching on
private property in land. The main point was an
alleged inconsistency between such phrases as “ ws
must therefore substitute for the individual ownership
of land a common ownership ” and the pra.ctlca.i pro-
posal ““ to appropriate rent by taxation.” Any careful
student of Progress and Poverty cannot be left in any
doubt that George’s argument is directed against the
private a.ppropria.tion of economic rent, and that such
phrases as * individual ownership of land ”* or ¢ private
property in land ' refer to this.

The chapter in thch George states his practloal
proposal is entitled “ How equal rights to land may be
asserted and gecured.” The moral basis of his proposal
iz that if men have equal rights to life, then they have
equal rights to the land without which they cannot live,
The point is discussed at greater length in A Perplezed
Philosopher in which he says: ““ The primary esror
of the advocates of land nationalization is in their
confusion of equal rights with joimt rights. . . . In
truth, the right to the use of land is not a joint or
common right, but an equal right ; the joint or common
right is to rent.” )

The second lecture led up to the third, which ssserted
that to take the value of land by taxation of economic
rent would substitute private occupation for private
ownership, and wounld therefore be inconsistent with
Catholic doctrine, which asserted that there was a
natural right to possess both the substance of the land
and its fraits, Tt will be observed that Henry George
did not propose to disturb private possession, or jndeed
property, in land subject 4o the payment of econcmic
rent to the State. It follows, therefore, that in this he
does not contradict any Catholic doctrine. The real
point at issue is whether the taxation of Iand values
conflicts with any Catholic doctrine. In an endeavour
to prove this Father Watt indicated that the doctrine

.are asking nothing unreasonable.”

of natural right to possession of land involved a right
to the private appropriation of rent—an assertion which
we have not before met with on the part of any exponent
of standing. This contention throws some light upon
an endeavour made in the second lecture to prove that
the value of land was not different from the valne of
commodities (and so, presumably, was not an unearned
value). However, in response to questions Father Watt
admitted that there were evils in landlordism and that
the rating of vacant sites was justifiable,

* Reference must also be made to an attempt made
in this lecture to belittle the importance of the MeGlynn
case. On this all that need be said here is that a brief
account of this incident is comtained in the foreword
to the new edition of The Condition of Labour, in which
is reprinted Dr.McGlynn's own statement of his views
on the economics and morals of the land question.
This document, as both MeGlynn and George stated and
any impartial reader can see, contained a clear and
unequivocal statement of the Henry George teaching.
It was examined by a committee of four professors of
the Catholic University of Washington and declared by
them “ to contain nothing contrary to Catholic teach:
ings.” Cardinal Satolli, at whose reguest the examina-
tion was made, thereupon declared Dr McGlynn fres
from all ecclesiastical censures, and stated that *° Dr
McGlynn had presented a brief statement of his opinions
on moral-economic matters, and it was judged not
contrary to the doetrine constantly taught by the
Church and as recently confirmed by the Holy Father
in the Encyelical Rerum Nowvarum.”

. Among those who took part in the discussion were
Messrs George Tulloch and Otte Ommer, of Glasgow,
who, at their own expense, printed and distributed at
the third session a brief reply to Father Watt. Mr
F. C. R. Douglas took part in the discussion on the
second paper.

In his Radical days Mr Lloyd George said (Swansea,
28th May, 1912) : “1 will tell you what is wrong with
this country. There is one limited monarchy here, but
also 10,000 little Tsars. They hold absolute sway.
Who gave it to them? We mean to examine the
conditions. A fight full of hope for the democracy, we
We recall this bold
utterance as we read covering letter to the report
received from our correspondent in Wresham, printed
in another coluonn. He writes: “I purposely omitted
the names of the villages A and B. I am always sure
of my facts when I send in a report, but the facts
gleaned in a village may be traced home to my informant
with nnhappy results to the poor beggar.” The English
countryside is still terrorized by the little Tears.
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AGRICULTURE AND THE LAND QUESTION
Capt A. R. MacDougal at the Liberal Summer School

A vociferous reception was given to Capt z}‘ R.
MacDougal at the conclusion of his address on The
Real Cause of Agricutural Distress’ at the morning
session, 3rd August, of the Liberal SBummer School in
Cambridge. As the Chairman, Mr E. O. Fordham, said,
the applause sounded more like an encore. It was
clear proof that when a rousing call is given to settling
accounts with fundamental wrongs in society the rank
and file of the progreesive forces, whatever be the political
iabel, are only too ready to respond. 7

Capt MacPougal had shown much enterprise in
having his Address prinied beforehand in the form of
a pamphlet whish embraces 32 pages, with a vast
amount of striking instruction and information in it
that could not possibly have been spoken within the
limijts of the time at his disposal on the platform. He

wag able to bring ont the main points that were heard

with so mnch acceptance, and immediately after the
Address more than 100 copies of the pamphlet (at 6d.
each) were sold to those in attendance. A fresh edition
of the pamphlet has since been prepared for general
ciroulation, at the rmore popular price of 2d. each, and
it is one of the piecey of literature that should be in the
possession of every person who would spread the agita-
tion for Land Value Taxation especiaily in its application
to the holding of agricultural land.. R

“In my opinion,” Capt MacDougal said, and he

gpeaks himself as our readers know as a tenant-farmer

of 4,000 acres, ““ the present cry of ‘ Help the Farmer’
is false. The only result of State aid without rent
control and Taxation of Land Values will be to increase
land values and benefit and safeguard the owners of
land and the Mortgage holders. The present policy
has aggravated distress and delayed recovery. :
“* As a man with some feelings of justice and humanity,
and as a Liberal, I recoil from food tazes as immoral and
utterly wrong, and. as a plain business man and farmer
I look upon the whole present policy with dread and
distrust. If it succeeds it will result in a new crop of
forced occupying owners at boom prices, burdened with
mortgages, and the whole body of tenants sitting at
high inflated rents, whilst workers will be in distress.

* When the inevitable crash comes and sanity returns,

these men will be left tied to hopelessly mortgaged farms
and hopeless highly rented farms., They will be ruined,
as ab deflated prices the rents will not cover the mortgage
interest and the tenants will be unable to pay them.

“ We should welcome cheap food and insist on cheap
land. )

“ Land was made for the use of man, and man was
not made for the convenience of the landowner, which
role he has too long played. Doles to agriculture will
merely make us worse. Cive us conditions of tenure
that are fair and no State aid is required.”

Variovs CavsEs

Capt MacDougal started by enumerating the various
causes that have been suggested for agricultural distress,
viz.: 1. Heavy and unfair rates and taxes; 2. Stipends
and Tithes; 3. Inefficiency of farmer; 4. TInefficiency
of Marketing; 5. Lack of capital; 6. Low prices’
7. Under consumption.

The eighth clause, he said, was the land system, in.
chiding rack rent, insecurity of tenure, excessive and
uncoutrolled mortgaging, ete., adding that “this is
never mentioned by the present Government and is
taboo in all polite society, and many farmers who know

it well encugh mostly feel it is not good policy for them
to say s0.” -

He disposed of the first seven alleged canses. As to
No. 1 he pointed out that agricultural land had been
exempted from local taxation under the Derating Act ;
that in the assessment to death duties the ownership
of agricultural land had been peculiarly favoured ; that
as to income fax the tenant-farmer got special bencfits
by being assessed on his rent, which is assumed to be
equal to his income, and if his profits are less than that
he can show his accounts and pay on his actual profits ;
as for the occupying owner, he can set off his loss
ag an ococupier against his assessed income as an owner.
Tinally, in considering this matter of taxation one must
take into account the free gifts received.

These free gifts or “ doles ” to agriculture were com-
puted at £38,000,000 & year, all coming out of the pocket
of the general taxpayer, including “ derating,” wheat,
sugar, milk and heef subsidies, and afforestation grants—
to whick should be added the extra cost to consumers of
import restrictions of all kinds and items like research,
education, small holdings, ete. But putting the dole
or subsidy at £38,000,000 it was equal to 19s. per week
for every agricultural labourer employed. ° The agri-
cultural Jandowner is the lightest taxed and rated and
the heaviest subsidized meimnber of the community.”

As to capital or credit, agriculture is in fact surfeited
with such. This does not mean that too much is being
spent on the land in iruprovements. It means that the
price of land and the rent of land is driven up to un-
profitable heights by the vast amount of capital seeking
imvestment in land or in farming, and to the scarcity
and monopoly of land. The present high prices and
rents show no lack of capital avajlable, but money

-spent merely buying land is not money spent in im-

proviog land. The more spent in rent or price leaves
the less for the real business of farming and developing
iand.

Agriculture may be likened to a rain water barrel
with the bung knocked out. You cannot fill it above
the level of the open bunghole of rent.  You may pour
in spates of subsidies and doles but you will never fll
it until you control the size of the bunghole of rent and
land velues. As an instance of the futility of present
subsidies T have it on good authority, and as quite a
typical case for comparizon, that the tenant of a farm
paying over £1,300 in rent has received this last. year
in wheat and beef subsidies over £800. Surcly we as
taxpayers and consumers are entitfed to demand that
this quite gratuitous and wpnecessary dole-mongering

“should stop and that the farmer should get no subsidies

at all, but should pay £800 less rent.

For the finest, most concise and devastating statement
against agricuftural subsidies 1 refer to the White Paper,
Omd. 2581, issued in 1926 by Mr Baldwin’s Govern-
ment, on Agricultural Policy, vide Paragraph 5. A
brief extract is here given, viz. : “ Any general scheme
of subsidies for agriculture is open to the gravest
objection. They would have to be unlimited in dura-
tion and very large in amount to have any material
effect in increasing the arable area or the number of
workers emploved. . . . Tn view of the extreme varia-
tions all over the country in the quality or productive
capacity of land, it is impossible to devise any scheme
of subsidies which will not result in the payment of a
bonus to farmers whe do not need it and for which no
return will be received by the nation.”
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The proposais now to raise prices will fail for seven |

reasons.  Uriefly -

1. Rising land values will more than absorb
benefits il any.

2. Consumers’ purchaging power being Ilimited,
present action will reduce it. Artificially higher
prices mean lower consumption and more surphus.

3. 1t is impossible to assess the cost of produetion
of agricultural products owing to variation of vields,

4. Similar tariffs on goods will raise costs of agri-
enltural requirements.

5. Testrictions of imports and quotas will subsidize
the foreigner by making us pay him more for less
goods. .

6. Stability of prices: is dependent on political
action, hence there ean be no stability.

7. Certain ruin will fall on tenant farmers who are
compelied to rent or buy land at boom prices, and
further cuts in wages will ensue when the bubble
bursta, '

Tir Trur CavsE—THE Lanp QUESTION

It is well to agk 1 *° Is there a sufficient income from
farming to yield to all parties concerned & reasonable
reburn if fairly divided in proportion to services
rendsred 7’ The answer, based on 35 years’ actual
experience of farming, is VES, and this is proved by
the rents and prices still being offered for farms.

DIvIsioN OF THE SURPLUS

Example is given of a very big farm where the rent
on long lease has remained stationary, showing the
division of the available surplus.

From 1901 to 1913 the total figures for that pericd
were : wages to 17 men £8,385 ; farmer’s profit, salary
and interest, £5,411 ; rent to one man for permission to
use land, £11,700. Of the divisible surplus wages took
33 per cent, farmer’s profit, etc., took 21 per cent and
rent took 46 per cent.

For the post-war period 1913 to 1930 rent took 26
per cont ; for the worst period of the slump, 1931 and
1932, rent took 61} per cent; for the last two years,
1933 and 1934, rent took 50 per cent. In these lasgt
years rates and taxes amounted to only 1 per cent of
gross receipts, while rent represented a return of about
i5 per cent on landlord’s capital outlay over the pre-
ceding 80 years.

Another example is that of a grazing farm, the
division of gross receipts being given in terms of sheep
sold at an average price of 18s. 3d. per sheep. Shep-
herd’s wages were 3s. 7d.; other wages and charges,
hay, dip, rams, drains, ete., 4s. 2d.; rent, 12s. 8d.;
farmer’s loss, 23, 2d.

In the Farm Ecomomist for January, 1933, Professor
Orwin shows that on a group of farms over the period
1921 to 1931 the “ distribution of farm profits ” was:
wages 66 per cent, farmer 2 per cent, rent 32 per cent.

Again, in a survey of “ The Profitableness of Farming
n Scotland, 7 issued by the Scottish Board of Agticulture
it is shown for a group of 130 farms that in 1928-29
for every £100 of production wages took £30, farmer’s
profit took £8 and rent took £13.

Rent is taking too far big a share although the owner
renders least service and often none. It is clear from
these figures that there is ample margin in rent now to
cuable efficient farmers to pay good wages and to have
a reagonable refurn for themselves provided rents are
reduced. Tn brief, the distress is due to a maladjust-
ment or an unfair division of the surplus.

THE SEVERAT. PARTNERS—RAMsAY MacDoNarp’s
“SwzatTEp Lapour”

The respective positions of farm worker, occupying
owner and landowner are discussed. The real cause of
the worker’s distress is excessive rent and lack of power
to get his fair share of the wealth ho helps to ercate.

Here Capt MacDougal deals trenchantly with the
staternent by Mr Ramsay MacDonald in his New Year's
Wireless Address that —

“The towns must no longer live on the sweated
~labour of the tiller of the scil”

~The plain fact is that never at any time has the town
dweller lived on the sweated Iabour of the tiller of the
soll. 'The tillers of the soil have been sweated, but not
for the town consumers. They have been sweated by
rack rent. The towns and free trade have given us the
finest market in the world, but as farmers prosperod
rents and land values increased still faster.

_On the long view, while the present occupying owners
may benefit by State doles, their successors either by
purchase or inheritance will be damaged by the present

-spate of doles. 'Their present troubles are not due

primarily to low prices but to having paid too high a
price for the farm. If the present price-raising succeeds,
2 new crop of occupying owners will be forced into being,
doomed to the same distress as the present ones are
suffering from, when the bubble bursts ence more.

" One of the things chiefly aflecting the landowner’s

position is the power to burden land. The decline of

estates is mostly centred in umeconomic borrowings.
The effect of huge morigages has been to increase the

. effects of land monopoly and to leave landlords quite

unsable to maintain and improve the land they nominally
own and which for some foolish pride they will not sell.

-Land should not be a subject of preferential security
for debt. The owner should require to sell a portion
“of his land if he could not borrow on his own credit like

any other business man or farmer. If such a rule were
established, no one would lend money on land. The
moribund estates that now like corpses poison our
countryside, smothered in bonds raised to pay portions,
dowries, personal debts, death duties, would vanish
and a healthy debt-free ownership would replace these
really harmful estates. '

As to management, while there are many exceptions,
a comparatively small proportion of landlords know
anything about farming or agriculture and many care
less. Management is left in the hands of city lawyers
who know hothing practical but who administer law
instead of common sense, and who perhaps with good
enough intentions, or merely obeying orders, deem it
their duty to refuse to spend a penny and to exact the
last farthing in rent, and when foreed by circumstances
to do improvements, spend the very minimum on a
cheap job which satisfies nobody and proves the most
expensive in the long run.

Wao MARES IMPROVEMENTS ?

. Capt MacDougal answers two pleas often made :
{1) that the rent does not represent any return for the
landitself butis merely about 1 per cent orso on the capital
senk in improvements executed by the landlord and
(2) that the rent or most of it is entirely spent on
maintenance. He quotes from the conditions of let
of one of the biggest arable estates in Scotland and it is
typical of the majority : * The whole house, buildings,
grates in farm house and cottages, water supply, mill
ponds, ditches, drains, roads, bridges and internal
fences shall be maintained and upheld by the tenant
during the lease and shall be left at the termination
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thereof in thorough and complete crder and repair.”
While it is true that the permanent equipment is now
the property of the landlord, it does not follow that he
paid for or executed the improvements. In most cases
the cost has been borne by the tensnt either directly
or in increagsed rent to repay the landlord’s expenditure.
The fact iz that agriculture has been steadily drained
for a century by excessive rents which have been in
too many cases spent outside and squandered.

REMEDIRS

In the first place Capt MacDougal calls for stopping
absolutely the whole policy of State credits, and of
spoon-feeding agriculture with quotas, tarifls, subsidies,
derating, ete., and would anncunce that in no eircum-
stances will any public money be given to the Janded
interests. Secondly he would “ appoint & land court
to adjudicate and enforce econcmic rents.”” Then he
goes on to say that the whole problem should be attacked
from the point of view that plenty is a good thing and
that we wish plenty of food and cheap land, not food
scarcity and dear land . . . “ Qur efforts should aim
at increasing the purchasing power of the people by
transforting as a start the whole of the rates pow levied
on houses on to land or site values by means of a
thorgugh-going scheme of Taxation of Land Values,
both rural and urban.”

As to this programme we query only the place Capt
MacDougal has given to a propesed land court. He
may have in mind the Land Court in Seotland for the

“gmallholders and the statutory small tenants, which

hag in a measure lightened the rent burden of these
landholders ; bub the land court has done and can do
nothing to break up the stranglebold of the land mono-
poly in its withholding of land from use at excessive
rents and prices. It can at best only fix a rent for
land now used, in the circumstances that exist. Its
sssessed. ©* economic rent” can only be an arhitrary
and fictitiows thing. When the land monopoly is broken,
when land is veally open to use to all who can uvse i,
and not 11l then, can any one say what an * economic
rent ” is. Therefore the best and most efficient rent
court iz the steady operation of Land Value Taxation
in impelling and encouraging the best use of land with
all its  extreme variations all over the country in
quality or productive capacity ”-—to quote again the
‘White Paper, Cmd. 2581 issued in 1926 by the then

(lonservative (lovernment. Rent will automatically -

and without any contro! find its natural level. There-
fore let the start be made at once for a thorough-going
scheme of Land Value Taxation, applied te both rural
and wrban land. : .

Councillor 'Wm. Bowey, of Sundeﬂand, of whose

-death in January last we have only just heard, was

a strong supporter of the Taxation and Rating of Land
Values, and one who in a public life of much self-
sacrifice ever fought for the common welfare. The
strenuous opposition he made against the L. & N.E.
Railway Company, when they sought to enclose part
of the Town Moor, the partly successful fight against
exorbitant prices charged for land on the new municipal
housing estate at Ford, and last, and perhaps most
noteworthy, his and Councillor Thurlbeck’s successful
offorts to prevent enclosure, by the landed interests, of
Tunstall Hill, the well known local playground, which
has been open to the people of Sunderland since time
immemorial. This last-named agitation in the spring
of 1929 led to hiin and Thurlbeck appearing in the local
police court, when they came through with flying
colours.

EMPTY LANDS

Significant is the leading article in the Conservative
Glasgow Herald of 13th August, from which we take
the following extracts :—

Ttaly’s ambitions in Abyssinia arise, in part at least,
from the desire of a growing country to find a suitable
annexe for that part of the population which ean no
longer be comfortably housed under the national roof.
The methods by which Ttaly is preparing to solve this
problem do not invalidate the reasonableness of the
case for expansion which Germany also has argued
with some force on her own behalf and may argue cven
mere strongly in the not distant future. . . .

The other side of the problern is the British Empire’s
possession of vast territories so sparsely populated that
the few inhabitants are like caretakers left in charge of
an empty mansion. Australia supports two persons to
the square mile; Canada three. What will be the
future of these Pominions in a world where great
Powers are stretching ous their hands fornewland ? . . .

The Empire’s best and ultimately the only reason for
possessing so many millions of square miles of habitable
land is that they are being put to the most profitable
use. Unless the problem is tackled in sober earnest the
consequences will be extremely serious 10 or at most 20
years hence, by which time it is not unreasonable to
suppose that the claims of growing countries for means
of expansion will have swelled to clamourings. The
problem is one to be considered first by the Dominions.
The land is theirs, but unless they can plan its future
50 that their possession i3 justified by results they must
be prepared at least to listen to the claims of others who
feel they can and should expand. Ultimately the -
problem will become one not for the Dominions nor
even for the Empire as a whole, but for the world, For
every nation may fairly claim to grow. One cannot be
sure that the Dominions have yet understood all the
implications of their ownership, and themost carefulstudy.
of every aspect of the problem cannot be made too scon.

Ready 26th September.

MR FREDERICK VERINDER’'S NEW WORK

“LAND AND FREEDOM”

Fourteen Chapters:  *“The Mother of All
Things ” ; The Value of Land ; Monopolies ;
Landlord and Capitalist ; Taxation; Some
Inadequate Remedies; “ Land Nationaliza-
tion 7 ; Disemployment ; “ Our Heritage the
Slums ™ ; Agricultural Land ; The Burden of
the Rates; Some Objections Considered; A
New Doomsday Book ; Economic Freedom and
Social Justice.

Appendiz (by A. W. Madsen) : Land Value
Taxation in Practice.

Bound in Green Cloth, 208 pages. A mine of
information for the writer, the speaker and the
student.

PRICE 2s. 6d. Net

Published by the Hogarth Press, 52 Tavistock
Square, London, W.C.1. Available at all book-
shops on and after the publishing date. Advance
orders (3d. added for postage) may be sent to the
Henry George Foundation, %4 Petty France,
London, 8.W.1, or to The English League, 7 St.
Martin’s Place, London, W.C.2.
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INTERNATIONAIL NEWS

(£ress Service of the International Union for Land Value Taxation and Froe Trade, 94 Peity France, London, 8.W.1)

UNITED STATES
The Henry George Congress

The Tenth Annual Congress under auspices of the
Henry George Foundation of America will be held
from 26th to 28th September in Hotel New Yorker,
34th Street and 8th Avenue, New York City. Mr
¥dmund P. Donovan will preside. A strong programme
has been arranged and this year one of the main sessions
will be devoted particularly to the International aspects
of the movement. Attending from overseas are Mr F.
Holke, the President of the Danish Henry George League,
and Mr A. 'W. Madsen, the Editor of Land & Liberty.
Members of the Congress will participate in a pilgrimage
to the grave of Henry George and Tom L. Johnson at
the Greenwood Cemetery, where in honour of a great
memory and in behalf of followers the world over fitting
tribute will be paid.

ARGENTINA

The Council of the City of Rosario has increased the
tax on land values from 2 per 1,000 to 5 per 1,000. The
Argentine newspaper Lo Vanguardia (13th June) says :
*“The definite adoption of the tax on land value, apart
Irom improvements, marks the triumph of a fiscal
doctrine which is steadily gaining ground. This conid
not be otherwise, for it has been demonstrated by the
socialists, and especially by Juan B. Justo, that the
tax on the mnimproved value of land is the most just
- from the point of view of equality of burden, the maost
Leneficial in eneouraging production, and the most
scientific since it can be ascertained with accuracy and
is socially advantageous as falling upon a special privi-
lege in the form of the rent of land.”

SPAIN

The following survey of the legislative progress of the
movement for the taxation of land values in Spain is
based upon information supplied by Don Baldomero
Avgente, the president of the Spanish League, and
editor of La Reforma Sccial. It is believed that this
is the most complete and accurate account which has
yet been published in English. '

By a law of 12th June, 1911, municipal corporations
were permitted to abolish the tax on foodstuffs and to
replace it by one or other of certain allernatives in-
cluding a tax of not more than } per cent on the
selling value of vacant land. Madnd, the majority of
the provincial capitals, and various other cities imme-
distely made use of these powers. Where adopted the
tax applied to all land, within the city boundaries,
which had not been built upon. The land was divided
into two clagses, viz., land in the completely urban
zone and land outside that zone. Land in the urban
zone was from the passing of the Act assessed at its
selling vaine. Land outside the wrban zone is assessed
at its selling value (owing to an amending Act of 1924)
provided that value is at least double its value for
agricultural purpeses simply, but otherwise is assessed
as if it were agricultural land of the first quality.

There was also introduced in 1911 a Bill for a national
tax on land values, but the landlords succeeded in so
modifying it that the land would not be valued at more
than the value of agricultural land of the first quality,
and the measure became ineffective.

The municipal tax of 1911 was due to the initiative
of Senor Argente, who was then a Deputy and a
member of the Commission on Taxation.

The Provincial Code of 1923 allowed the Provincial
Councils (i.e., county councils) to duplicate the tax
on vacant lands levied by the municipalities and use
the proceeds for provinciel revenue. Thus where this
power was exercised, in addition to tho } per cent
on vacant land raised for rounicipal purposes, another
3 per cent would be raised for provineial purposes.
Various provinces, including that of Barcelona, have
made use of this power.

A law of 27th August, 1932, empowered municipalitios

- which had approved schemes for the provision of cheap

housos to increase the tax on vacant land from % per
cent up to not more than £ per cent.  The city council
of Madrid has made use of this provision.

- A new municipal code was enacted in 1934. This
re-enacted. the law of 1911, and added an fmportant
new provision, In order that this may be understood
it should be explained that the Spanish Government
levies & real estate tax on the annual value of land and
improvements. The municipalities levied a tax of
20 per cent of the State tax (designated as a surcharge
on the State tax)for their swn revenues. The code of
1934 enabled the municipalities o replace this sur-
charge by a tax on the valne of land apart from improve-
ments, whether built upon or not, such tax not to
exceed I per cent. It was provided, however, that for
a period of five years from the adoption of this tax
the municipalities should not raise more revenue than
they would have obtained from the surcharge. The
incentive to adopt this provision has been correspondingly
weakened. ) .

A Catalan law of 13th April, 1933, applying only to
Barcelona, allowed the council of that city to levy a
tax of not more than } per cent on the value of all
land apart from improvements. This tax was fo be
in addition to the tax on vacant land. 'The city council
iz now levying the tax and obtaining a revenne of some
five million pesetas a year.

Another Catalan law of 19th March, 1934, allowed al!
Calatan munieipalitics of more than 10,000 population
{excluding Barcelona) to impose a tax of not more than
1 per cent on the value of all land apart from improve-
ments. This is by far the most advanced legislation
yet passed in Spain, as the municipalities are not subject
to any restrictive conditions as to the purposes for which
the revenue may be raised. )

Lastly, a law of 1935 permitted the city of Seville to
levy a tax of not more than 2 per cent on the value of
vacant land (such tax to include the J per cent allowed
by the gencral law).

In all cases the rates of faxation mentioned are
maxima, but wherever any of these laws have been
adopted the municipalities have applied the maximum
rate.

In Cataloniaz many important municipalities decided
to apply the law of 1934, but in the recent disturbances
and under the pressure of the landowners the Govern-
ment in some cages suspended the operation of the
resolutions adopted by the municipalifies and in other
cases suspended the municipal councils and entrusted
the local administration to juntas in which landed
proprietors predominated., Even in these munici-
palities, however, the % per cent tax on vacant land is
still being collected in those cases where it bad already
been adopted.

The majority of Spanish towns of importance have
made s valuation of the land apart from buildings and
improvements. For this purpose they are divided into
zonee and the zones sub-divided into polygons. To
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each of the latter a mean value per square metre is
assigned, and in applying this unit value to calcnlate
the value of individual plots additions or S}lbt{actlons
are made according as the individeal situation is more
advé,-ntage()us (e.g., frontage to ttw'f) or more streets) or
less advantageous (e.g., excessive depth) !Jha,n the
average. The wvalue thus as.certa,med prevails I‘Hﬂef?_s
the proprietor appeals, in which case the Va,lu'atlon is
settled by cxperts. The rules for the valuation and

the maintenance of the register were established under

the Act of 1911,

The valuations are made by the municipalities, and
are, generally speaking, well done, although they tend
to be somewhat low. A revaluation takes place every
three years.

La Reforma Social for Angust contains the sad news
of the death on 30th July of Dofia Elena Argente, wife
of the President of the Spanish League. Following
upon the loss of their only daughter a few years ago
this fresh blow will evoke respectful and sincere sym-
pathy for our distinguished colleague.

The Madrid branch of the Republican Union has
formulated a programme which is to be discussed at
the full assembly of this party. The section dealing
with tax reform demands :— .

A re-adjustment of taxation so that it shali bear an
inverse proportion to the social utility of the wealth on
which it is imposed.

A pradual transformation of the present fiscal systen,
on the basis of a gradually increasing absorption by the
State of rents due to the presence and activity of society
and not to labour and capital. -

A gradual change of the present agriculbural tax,
which instead of being based on the product should be
based on the productive capacity of the land, that is
to say its value excluding the value of the improvements.

Imposition of a tax on the value of land, whether
built upon or not, in all municipal areas with a corre-
sponding suppression of all national, provincial or
municipal taxation on buildings and on consumable

goods.
ADOLF DAMASCHKE

We regret to report the death of Dr Adolf Damaschke,
for 37 years the leader of the Union of German Land
Reformers. He was in his seventieth year and, up to
the last, maintained his extraordinary energy in his
chosen field. “ Bodenreform ”* and “ Damaschke
have been synonymous terms in Germany for so long
that the breach will be difficult to make good. By voice
and pen, on the platform, by his intense literary work
in books, pamphlets, newspaper articles, by the weekly
Bodenreform and the remarkable contribution of the
Year Book of Land Reform, now making 30 volumes, he
directed thought to the cause of social ills in a wrong
land system. Noteworthy is the continuance of Boden.
reform appearing (latterly as a fortnightly) right up
to the present date, the new regime not objecting.
Damaschke as a land reformer took up and devoted
himself to many projects, such as land settlement,
the increment tax, small holdings, the removal of feudal
restrictions, howsing schemes and the rest of the **ad
hoc ” policies upon which, alas, in our own country,
reformers have spent so much effort in vain, not getting
to the root of the problem. For Damaschke, land
value taxation was more incidental than fundamental,
although through his agency Progress and Poverty and
others of Henry George’s works have been given wide
publicity. His own introduction to the Glustav Fischer
edition of Progress and Poverty is an eloquent tribute to

the author ; but here Damaschke explains himself and

- his attitude : “ Joseph Fels paid me a visit and offered

me for the German Union of Land Reformers the same
financial support as he was giving in England and
America, if in our journals, Bodemreform and the
Year Book, I would advocate the ‘ pure’ doctrine of
Progress and Poverty, that is of the * Single Tax.” When
T pointed cut that in my own book, Land Reform, and
in my History of Political Ecomomy, and in various
special writings T had always endeavoured to make this
great American master personally and in his basic
ideas known to our people, this did not satisfy. And
the contention was rebutted that we would be acting
precisely in the spirit of Heory George if we determined
the steps to be taken in Germany toward our goal in
the light of the conditions existing in Germany. 'We
parted withou$ coming fo an understanding.” In fact,
Tramaschke was saying that he could not concentrate
upon land value taxation and the remission of faxes
on trade and industry, as if German conditions made
any difference to the law of rent. He dissipated his
energy over many ficlds, but he iz to be remembered
for the gold he did dig up, one piece being his classic
Battles for Land Beform in Greece and Rome, an extract
from which was translated into English and published
by the Joseph Fels Fund of America. To Dr Damaschke’s
relations and o his colleagues and co-workers in the
German Land Reform movement, who have no light
task these days, we offer our sincere condolences.

FRANCE

The latest. quarterly issue (April-June) of Terre et
Liberté has much interesting information, including
an article on “ Georgeism in Holland ”; report of the
Chicago Conference in 1934; translation of an article
by Dr Damaschke on the Land Values Question in
France; a sketch of ‘‘Leon Walras and his Time,”
especially interesting to the economic student; a short
biography of Henry George from the columns of”
L’ Espoir du Monde; a continued series of “ How %o
Fight Poverty with the Truth”; and among the matter
from other countries is a complete translation of Mr
Lester’s article “ Man and the Machine ” taken from
Land & Liberty. Collaborators of the Jowrnal are Smm
Meyer and M. Daudé Bancel, and besides these the
contributions are from V. Precy,  ¥. Bernard, P.
Giannelia, G. H. Bousquet, N. Ivanofl, Miss Brun and E.
Armand. ~ Our readers who * have the French language
should subseribe to this excellens Journal (at 40 francs
yearly) obtainable from 2% Boni. Bourdon, Paris, TV.

M. Bam Meyer, who is a member of the Executive of
our International Union, writes to say with how much
regret, in view of business engagements, he is prevented
from attending the Henry Ceorge Commemoration
Dinner in London on the I7th September, while con.-
veying a greeting to all who will be pregent.

The = Dolmetscher Tnstitute ” of the University of
Heidelberg made application for literature dealing with
the Taxation of Land Values and the Henry George
principle and policy. A large assortment was sent and )
we have acknowledgoent from the Director expressing
sincerest thanks for the material. “ The publications,”
it is said, * will not only prove most useful for our work
but the matter itself is of extreme interest.” Literally
* Dolmetscher ” means “ interpreter 7 and if in Heidel-
berg the Single Tax philosophy in this English setting
is te be interpreted to all who visit the University
speaking or studying English, one knows mot what
reporoussions that may have for the good of Germany
as for the world outside.
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NEWS OF THE MOVEMENT

THE UNITED COMMITTEE FOR TEE TAXATION OF LAND
VALUES, LTD., 94 Petty France, London, S.W.1. A. W.
Madsen, Secretary ; F. €. R. Douglas, Assistant Secretary ;
W. B. Lester and €. E, Crompton, Hon. Treasurers. (Tele-
phone : Whitehall 6008. Telegrams : " Eulav, Sowest,
TLondon.”)

Social Problems by Henry George will be on sale (and adver-
tised by display card) from 15th September at 210 railway
stations in England, Wales and Scotland. This book and others
will be advertised in coming weeks in varicus journals including
the Schoohinaster and the Teacher's World, and it is intended to
combine with the newspaper advertising a postal campaign by
circular, enclosing reprimts of such advertisements, t6 a large
number of selected addresses.

The office has collaborated with Mr John H, Hamilton {member
of the Committee) and the Clitberce Henry George Group in
advancing the demand for Land Value Rating through the local
Town Council. Councillor Hallows raised the question by
moving resolution in Cowncil on the 20th Awugust in the same
terms as the resolution of the Cardiff Corporation. All members
of the Council were supplied with relevant literature—Cities
Held to Ransom, the Report of the Sheffield City Council, the
Memorandum on Methods of Local Taxation, and the leaflet
Who Should Pay—with circular letter urging their support for
the motion. The debate was one of the main events of the week
in the town, the report occupying four columns in the Clitheroe
Advertiser of 23rd August. The moot point, apart from. the
general acceptance of the principle, was whether Clitheroe
should call other local rating anthorities to a conference for
joint action. An amendment that this matter be referred to
the Finance Committee was passed by a majority of one vote.
The next step will be a debate on the report of the Finance
Committee. In another column we give an extract from the
newspaper report of the discussion,

The Committes has republished as a leaflet the article in our
tssue of last month Denbighshive Stums ond the Cause Thercof
by A. Willlams Price. This is for a special distribution in the
Wrexham area. i

In addition to the papers named last month reviews of Mr
Lester’s Poverty and Plenty {many of thém extensive and most

of them helping in the instruction) have appeared in the

Avdvossan Flevald, Barnsley Chrowicle, British Industries, Buxion
Advestiser, Globe {Canada), Huddersfield Examiner, Trvine Times,
Shetland  Times, Southport Guardian, Warrington Examiuer.

The address given by Mr Madsen at the garden fete of the
Chesham Liberal Association om 15th August was reported at
considerable length in the Bucks Advertiser. Mr Madsen
attended the Cambridge Liberal Summer School on 2nd and 3rd
Augast, hearing Capt MacDougal’s address on Agriculture and
iaking part in the discussion on the New Deal proposals as
treated by Professor Mason of Princetown, U.S.A. and Sir Walier
Layton, Mr Douglas attended and spoke at one of the sessions
of the Summer School of the Catholic Social Guild -at Oxford
the following week, where altogether three assaults on the
Henry George doctrine were made by the Rev Lewis Watt. At
Cambridge it was interesting to meet Mr Wilberforce who as
a school-boy had heard Henry George speak at 2 public demon-
stration but did not follow what it was all about. Tater as a

vouth, with a very small wage, he saw a second-hand copy of

FProgress and Poverly marked 2d. in a bookseller’s window box.
He could not spare the 2d. but he wanted to read the book which
fortunately remained unsold for all the time that he went to it
every day at his lunch hour to get through the pages. And so
“ by instalments ”* and without any expense he consumed the
whole. Since then as fortune favoured him, he procured and
read everything that Henry George has written.

Overseas visitors to the office during last month have been
Miss Lucy and Miss Edith Swanton of Washington D.C., Mr
Fiske Warren who, on his way back to the U.S.A. had just
come from San Jordi in Andorra and Mr Alexander Greene of
Chicago back from a visit to Denmark, Norway and Sweden.

A Committes in the Rotary Movement has published a book-
let on Social Credit entitled Can Prosperity Retwin ? Mr C. H,
Batty (who two years ago presented to more than 100 Rotarians
Henry (GGeorge’s Science of Political Economy as a Christmas gift)
sent to each member of that Committee a copy of Mr Eester’s
Poverty in Plenty. He has given us a glimpse of the resulting
correspondence.  All or nearly all of the Committee acknow-
ledged receipt and a few offered criticisms. We cannot con-
fidently affirm that two of the critics have kept rigidly within
the limits imposed by the recognized courtesies of debate, but
we willingly allow for a little of the playful exchange of pleasan-
triss that seems inevitable when men are in dead earnest.

ENGLISH LEAGUE: Froderick Verinder, General Secretary,
7 St. Martin’s Place, Trafalgar Bquare, London, W.{.2.
(Phone: Temple Bar 7830

In the League's monthly Bulletin for September, Mr Andrew

MacLaren gives a fuller account of his receat successiul mestings

in Tyneside and Co. Durham than is possible in the space avail

able here. He is able to give the resnlt of his personal observa-

{ion and inquiries as to the conditions in these distressed areas.

It is hoped that it may ba possible to arrange for another series

of meetings in the North, in response to the very pressing invita-

tions -of local friends and helpers.

A copy of this issue of the Bulleiin will be sent {o any reader
of Land & Liberfy on appiication. Mr Maclaren’s pamphiet
on ““ The Truth about the Bistressed Arcas’™ is still on sale at

| the League Office {3d.; post free 4d.).

At the time of writing, Mr MacLaren is addressing a series
of public meetings in the Burslem division of Stole-upon-Treat.

He will open a new session of Ilconomic Lectures and Discus.
sions in the Lecture Room at the League’s Office on Tuesday,
3rd September.  Admission free. 8 p.m.

Mr A. C. Blackburn addressed open-air meetings at East
Fulham on 29th July and 12th Aungust.

The General Secretary will address a meeting of the Women’'s
Section, St Pancras Labour Party, at Buck Street, Camden
Town, at 3 p.m. on Wednesday, 4th September. Subject:
“ ‘Woman's Interest in the Land Question.”

SCOTTISH LEAGUE : William REeid, Secretary, § Woodside
Urescent, Glasgow, 0.3. (Telephone : Douglas 5599.)

Our members and friends have been busy keeping our question
to the front in one or two organizations during the past month,
Captain A. R. MacDougal was on the programme of the Liberal
Summer School at Cambridge, and there are anxious inquiries
as 10 a report which appeared in the News Chronicle regarding
a private meeting of a Committee of the Scottish Liberal Federa-
tion. It is thought—perhaps wronglv—that the meeting
reported was called for quite different objects than the support
of policy which is being ably led by Captain MacDougal and
James Scott. )

Messrs Otto Ommer and George Tulloch attended a Summer
School of the Catholic Social Guild in Ruskin College, Oxford,
where the doctrines of Henry George were advergely commented
on by one lecturer—Father Watt. Being dissatisfied with the
opportunities for questions and reply a leaflet headed ** The
Single Taxei’s Reply to TFather Watt” was printed and dis-
tributed.

Newspaper correspondents during the past month inchude
the President, Messrs Alex Campbell, A. J. Mace, A. A. M., and
the Secretary. One prominent newspaper failed to publish a
reply to some ordinary Protectionist “ mush® which they
published over a prominent name. Some pecple appear to have
little faith in the things they daily advocate.

Readers of Land & Liberty who are to be in Glasgow on
Friday, 20th September, whether members of the League or
not, are requested to note that date and {o atlend the formal
opening of the mew premises at above address. The hour of
meeting will be 7.30 p.m.

Arrangements have been made to associate the name of Henry
George and all for which he stood with the new rooms.

YORES AND NORTHERN LEAGUE: F. Skirrow, Secrefary,
Tanfield Buildings, 129 Skipton Road, Keighley.

Since our last report we have removed from Compton Build-
ings to the above address. Here we have a much larger room,
which we hope to make good wse of for student classes and
lectures.

During the past month circularized 150 political and social
reform bodies and sent out literature.

On 1st August the Secretary addressed an open-air meeting
in Victoria Sguare, Leeds, and was supported by Wm. Thomscn.

Press correspondence bhas been as follows :—

27th July : W. R. Lester and A. W, Dakers in Keighley News;
3rd August: Wm. Thomson, J. W. Booth, A, W. Dakers,
J. McSweeney, and the Secretary, also in Keighley News ; 10th
August: W. R. Lester in Keighley News ; 17th August: A. W,
Dalkers, J. W. Booth, J. McSweeney and the Secretary; Z24th
August: W. R, Lester and ** ¥Free Lance.”

MANCHESTER LEAGUE: Arthur H. Weller, J.P., Becrefary,
- 69 Piccadilly, Manchester 1. (Phone: Central 5527.)
Four meetings held at Alexandra Park Gate, Manchester,
during the past month were addressed by Messrs E. M. Ginders,
W, Withington, E. F. MacClafferty, G. Wright, and the Secretary.
On Saturday, 10th Awgust, a party of Manchester members
and friends visited their colleagues in Clitherce. The combinsd
party assembled at the beautiful Guest House, Heys Farm,
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fitgr in > ir after
. -as provided. At a gathering in the open air a
giirfgﬁfgt ‘;i:s}z:i?pr d at the absence pf Mri Jfﬁlﬁo Ig?,wor;h
| an afiechonate i se of greeting and good will 1o was
and ot i}lf N Mr Hamilton. Om the proposal of Mr 12, M. Ginders
enti:z:is;, L't-nﬁ iw'-v; g(}o}.‘}te(i asking Mr A W. Madsen on his visit
? r;tbc: gfﬁite% tlah convey the good wishes of the assembled Single
I(}L,l;; tc: the fortheoming Honry George Congress in Nex:v York,
and alsn  another resolution con‘gra_tuizftmg Mrl o C_‘onno;—
Heonessy on his Golden Wedding, _(:lorzoﬂs sveathqr contributed
to the pi s annual reunion, and the visitors retarned
to Manchester greatly encouraged by what they hfzd seen of t}:te
good work bLeing done for the cause of economic fresdom in
this part of Lancashire.

CLITHERCE BEENRY GECRCE GROUP: Mon. Secrstary, John
L. Hamilton, Waverley, Bruvgerley Avenue, Clitheros.

On the [Oth Aupust the Manchester Land Values League
joined the Clitheroe Group in the annual sumrmer visit. This
year the affernoc was spent at the Guest House, West Bradford,
and both in the individual discussions and the joint meeting
which followed fea, 23 in games on the lawn, everyone thoroughly
enjoyed themselves, and the union was voted by all to have
been a great su 5. Councillor A, Hallows brought the matter
of the Rating of Land Valoes before the local Town Council
at its mecting on 20th August, and the matter has been referred
to Committee.

WELSH LEAGUE: Mrs Aunie Fento, Hon. Sscretary, 214

Caerphilly Boad, Birchgrove, Cardifi.

As we have reported to Land & Liberty (amd will no doubt
be noticed ia the columns of the Journal) the representative
Muanicipal Conterence, called by the Cardiff City Council for
the promoetion of Land Value Ratin g, has been fixed for Wednes-
day, the 25th September, at 3 o’clock, in the City Hall,

The follewing reference to this inaportant event appears in
the Welsh edition of the News Chronicle of 26th August :—

A united demand from Wales for a repeal of the present
laws relating to the taxation of land values is to be made to
to the Government shortly.

The recent invitation sent out by Cardiff Corporation to
Welsh local authorities has, T uaderstand, brought numerous
replies expressing willingness to participate in a conference
on the subject with a view to concerted action,

" There is not a single anthority in Wales which is not g
victim of the existing anomalies,” Mr C. A. Gardiner, Vice-
Chairman of the Welsh Teagne for the Taxation of Land
Values, told me to-day,

“In Cardiff itself the position is well known to the public
and it is {rue to say that the ity has lost many opportunities
of establishing new industries not only because of the high
price of land, but because of the conditions which the great
tandowners invariably attach to its transference.”

The Labour administrations in the area are heartily in
favour of some alteration in the present laws because they
have all, in the last fow years, experienced the utmost diffi-
culty in acquiring land for such purposes as road improvements
and land settlements.

. ®

* Ed

The success achieved in so advancing the municipal movement

that the Cardiff Corporation now gives this lead is due primarily
1o the campaign the Welsh League has persistently maintained
and not least to the co-operation it has received from the
¢lectors and candidates at municipal elections as from the
elected representatives in the Council. This work must be
continued with redoubled vigour and funds are argently required
for the purpose. We use this occasion therefore {0 make a
strong appeal o all members of the League whose sabscriptions
are renewable ;
members are besought to give their support by enrolling and
by their help with financial contributions as generously as they
cun. afford. * Subscriptions and donations may be sent to the
Hon. Treasurer, Mr J. T. Jones at the above address.

NORTH WALES

Mr A, Williams Price of Wresham writes -

"I recently tramped around two villages of about equal size
though situated far apart and differing much in history and in
the nature of their industry. Village A still retains some of its
fendai features—ecastle ruins, Norman church, and a clout-sized
fragment of the old village green; the workers are mainly
engaged on the land. Even the villaze cobbler {cobblers are
usually credited with Radical syvimpathies in Wales) ventured
nothing more than a pious wish that good times might return
once more; the legend of ** the good old days™ (prior o the Land
Enclosures) still persists and several lofs of land were indicated,
from which the owner-occapiers bad been evicted when the
nation was engaged in the Napoleonic Wars. Village B is of
the standard fype of barracks provided for citizens about a
century ago : Houses () built with one room, or with two, these

and readers of this Jowrnal whe are not yet |
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have been amended and extended until the ground is crowded
with buildings, thus the ** slam-clearance areas ™ which now bring
distinction fo the hills and dales of Denbighshire. In both
villages the inhabitants made comments and remarks that
reminded me of Lowell's Editor’s Cresd—
“ I do believe in bein’ this
Or thet, as it may happen
One way or t'other handiest is
. To ketch the people nappin’.’
“ T distributed tracts Nos. 102 and 104 : Idle Lands znd Tax
Land Vahes. Aveas A and B were both parts of the lands
granted in 1695 to Bentinck by the Dutchman William 1TL.°*

LIVERPOOL LEAGUE : F. B. Jones, Hon. Secretary, 23 Bock-
lands Avenuye, Behingtom, Cheshire, (Office and Meeting
Roowm ; 21 Harrington Street, North John Street, Liverpool.)

At the Birkenhead Study Circle, held each Thursday evening,
8 p.m, at the rooms of Mr Byrme Hely, Charing Cross, Mr (. B,
Sweeney spoke on st August to a crowded meeting cn “* Pro-
toction or Free Trade,” and Mr L. J. McManus on 8th Avgust
ot " The Social Problem.” These addresses were Interposed in
the series of outline lectures on Political Hconomy given by the
Secretary, illustrated by Post’s charts. This series was com-
pleted on 16th August, and on 29th August a new, more thorough
series was commenced, based on 2 reading through of George’s
Science of Political Economy. Great interest is being shown
and the circle is steadily growing,

At 21 Harmrington Streel, the Liverpool Circle, meeting cach
‘Wednesday evening, is now half-way through George’s Secigl
Problems.  Every reader in our area is urged to come to one or
both of the ahove circles, and to make an effort to interest
others to come,

In the Bivkenhead News the controversy with the chief local
Conservatives on Protection is arousing much attention. Yach
week it ocoupies several full columns, and is printed prominently
with striking headlines. This is quite apart from the ** Economic
Foram ” on another page, which is forcefully condueted each
Saturday by Mr O. B. Sweeney, :

HMIDLARD LEAGUE : Chapman Wright, Hon. Secretary, 20
Cannon Sirset, Birmingham 2,

£200,000 has just been Ppaid (Bérmingham Mail, 23rd Angust)
for the Gilberistone Estate, which is sitnated within the city
about six miles from its centre. Gilbertstone was formerly the
residence of Sir Richard Tangye, but its 300 acres will now be
used for the erection of three thousand houses. The growth
of Birmingham seems to have increased the value of its agricul-
tural land about tenfold during the past generation,

Press correspondence during the month included a letter from
“G.T. P.” in the Birmingham Mail and iwo letters from the
Secretary in the Birmingham Gazette.

A recent visit from Mr A. H. Weller, spending several days in
Birmingham, was much appreciated.

BRISTOL LEAGUE : J. A. Hurley, Hon. Becretary, 14 Qreenls
Road, Knowle, Bristol,

A mecting of metnbers will be held =t 26 Somerset Road,
Knowle, on 17th September to make important fixtures for the
forthcoming season. Meanwhile, members have been invited
to bring friends to their homes on one or two occasions for
lectures on the land question. So far eight members have
responded giving 29 meetings, quite apart from League meetings
and lectures to socleties. Our President, Mr Brierley, who has
been responsible for these plans finds this is the most effective
and far-reaching method he has yet tried and it is bringing in
many Lew members. He has had new supplies of books and
pan:phlets from the United Committee, which like the frequent
Previous parcels, are sold or distributed to good purpose.

Progress (Melbourne) of 1st July reports the death
of Edwin T. Reseigh, and we share sincerely the regret
of such = loss to the Australian Henry George movement,
His visit to England some years ago and the frequent
correspondence he had with British co-workers, made
acquaintance with » man of great mind and of the
noblest spirit. In Progress worthy tribute to his
mermory is paid by public men and many of his immedi-
ate colleagues. He wag g pioneer of the old Vietorian
Farmers’ Union, Vice-president and a former Chief
President (1928 and 1929) of the United Country Party.
He sat on the Committee which recently considered
the Single Tax and was anthor of the report pledging
the party a good way in that direction. We tender
Mrs Reseigh and the family our deep sympathy in
their bereavement.
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NOTES AND NEWS

Whatever the outcome of the present dispute, it
seems likely that there will be in the fufure a greater
development of Abyssinia’s mineral wealth on which
Ttaly has her eyes and which iz believed to be con-
siderasble, although no accurate estimates can be made.

There haz been some commercial development of gold,
platinum, potash and miea resources, but the known
deposits of these, so far, are small and not very important:

Of much more signifieance iz the fact that there may
Lie substantial resources of copyper, tin, oil and coal
which might casily be of considerable economic impor-
tance in the future if and when they are developed.—
Dealy Herald, 28vd Aungust.

* * #

During an arbitration in Manchester on 26th July to
setitle the price to be paid for land to be acquired by
the Corporation in West Gorton under a compulsory
purchase order, Mr J. ¥, Linney, valuer for one of the
owners, valued an area of 700 sguare yards at 25s. a
vard clesr of buildings. Replying to Mr R. H. Adcock,
Deputy Town Clerk, ke admitted that the last com-
parable sale of land in the area was of seven acres at
Gallownys works for £8,000. Mr Adeock suggested
that this worked out at £1,300 per acre, whereas Mr
Linney’s valuation of the 700 square yards worked oub
ab £6,000 per acre.

If the rating of land values had been in operation in
Manchester, the question of the frue valne of this land
oould easily have been sctiled. Under existing con-
ditions the ascertainment of values in cases of this
kind becomes largely a matter of guesswork because
it is based upon isolated facts of the particular ecase
and there is no generally established scale of values to
which 6o refer.

* # *

A TLondon correspondent writes: *° What's wrong
with Tazaiton by Jackson N. Ralston is a very able
work and deserves a wide circulation.”
suitable as a text book for economic classes.
post free from Land & Liberty offices.

* # #*

In the town of White Plains (New York) officials
have discovered one of the oldest documents relating
to the occupation of America by the white man. Tt is
a deed of sale, dated 1682, whereby Stephanus van
Cortlandt ‘bought 30 square miles of land along the
Hudson River a few miles north of where New York
now stands. The signature of Van Cortlandt and the
marks of the seven Indians who sold the land are
appended to the document. To-day the land is worth
77,000,000 dolars (£15,400,000 at par). This iz what
the Indians received for it : *“ Two anchers of rum, five
half fatts of strong beer,” and some wampum, guns,
powder, and a few gaudy clothes and trinkets.—Barnef
- Press, 20th Aungnst,

* * ®

Noble Iords have always had a shrewd eye to the land.
Many of therm would not be noble lords if they and their
forbears had not been something less than noble land-
lords. By various processes—some by present-day
standards of public morality at least dubious—they
have come into possession of great slices of England’s
green and pleasant land. Their traditional function
h&b been to sit tight upon their holdings while, by the
enterprise or pubhe spirit of other men and women
and the normal! growth of population, the preceeds of
new and higher land values have been poured into their

prwa.te pockets. . . .

Price 1s.

Tt is also moss,

This question of land owaership and exploitation
for private gain against public good is going to be one
of the big issues of our time. Britain for the British-—
or Britain for the big landlords ¢ A developing and
prospering Britain yielding its fruits to all, or an im.
poverished Britain, stained with Black Azeas and
slums, depressed farming and mining industries;, in the
interests of bright coronets ¥ That is the question.

As fo the people’s ultimaie answer there can be little
doubt.—Ster (London, 27th July).

# * =

Presiding at the Kettiewell Horticultural Show - on
10th August Mr Cutcliffe Hyne said that watercress grew
wild in the limestone streams of Wharfedsle. ¥n Bradford
rore than 3% tons of watercress were imported from the
South every week, and in the South the tenants had to
pay £300 per acre for their wabercress beds.  Beds could
be had for nothing in Upper Wharfedale, and thus
there cught to be an ample margin of profit.

I anything comes of this suggestion we may safely
predict that wabercress beds will not be obtainable
“for nothing ” in Wharfedale once it is shown that
there is an ample margin of profit.

* E *

“ Henry Georgeite ” has been engaged in a long and
informing controversy in the columns of the Dundee
Courier and Advertiser, and the editor is to be con-
gratulated in providing this “Forum™ with a writer of
sach calibre to guide the discussion. A vote of thanks
also, in which we are sure *“ Henry Georgeite” will join,
is due to the critics of Land Value Taxa.tion and the
**doubting Thomases”” who have kept the ball rolling.

WISE MEN WEAR A
"LITESOME” BELT

A definite advance upon
the old suspensory bandages

Doctors agree that the vital ofga.ns of man need adequate
support and protection from strain as he reaches maturity.
The * Litesome™ Body Belt and Supporter gives thus
protection as no other artide can. It is an escellent
safeguard against rupture and varicocele, and imparts a
new comfort and braced-up fecling.

No Jess than three thousand doctors have testified to the
merits of the * Litesome ™ Belt, which is worn by men
in all parts of the world.

It 1s adjustable and outlasis spx suspensory bandages:
ulike these out—of—date articles, which are quickly
destroyed by washing, it is specially made to be washable
and unshrinkable.

Beautifully made of woven materials of featherwmght
softness and hghtaess.

In 2 sizes: 28 m. to 34 in. waist and 34 in. to
40 in. waist.

Obtainable at all- Boots® Branches, PRI
Taylors Drug Co. Harreds, Timorhy CE
White’s, Gamages, Sporis Outfisters,

Chemists, etc., or, if any difficuliy, bost

free from makers, in plain package. g/ﬁ

Querseas Customers 5[+ bost free.

‘LITESO

BODY BELT & SUPPORTER

FRED HURTLEY, LTD.,
Hosiery Manufacturers, Keighley, Yorks.
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WILLIAM COBBETT

As this year marks the centenary of the death of
William Cobbett the following extracts from his Eurel
Rides will be of interest. The first (written on 24th
December, 1921) shows that cries of * agricultural
distress ° and appeals by farmers to the ° collective
wisdom 7 (Parliament) for tariffis and other assistance
were as rife then as now.

% * *

For, in fact, it is not the former, but the lendlord and
parson, who wants velief from the ™ collective.” 'The
tenant’s remedy is quitting his farm or bringing down
his rent o what he can afford to give, wheat being 3s.
or 43, & bushel. This is his remedy. What can he
want high prices for ¢ They can do Aém no good ; and
this I proved to the farmers last year, The fact is,
thelandlordsand parsons are urging the farmers on to get
something done to give them high rents and-high tithes.

# * kd

We were getting ready to be oif, to cross the country
to Burghclers, which lies under the lofty hills at High-
clere, about 22 miles from this city (Winchester) ; but
hearing the bells of the cathedral, I tcok Richard to
show him that ancient and most magnificant pile, and
partieularly to show him the tomb of that famocus
bishop of Winchester, William of Wykham ; who was
the chancellor and minister of the great and glorious
king, BEdward I11; who sprang from poor parents in
the little village of Wickham, three miles from Botley ;
and who among other great and magnificent deeds,
founded the famous college, or school, of Winchester,
and also one of the colleges of Oxford. I told Richard
about this as we went from the inn down to the cathedral;
and when I showed him the fomb, where the bishop lies
on his back, in his Catholic robes, with his mitre on his
head, his shepherd’s crook by his side, with little
children at his feet, their hands put together in a
praying attitude, he looked with a degree of inguisitive
earnestness that pleased me very much. . . .

After we came out of the cathedral, Richard said,
“ Why, papa, ncbhody can build sach palaces now, can
they 2> * No, my dear,” said I, “ That building was
made when there were no poor wretches in England
called peupers ; when there were no poor rafes ; when
every labouring man was clothed in good woollen cloth ;
and when all had plenty of meat and bread and beer.”

Your support is inwiled for the
“ Loand & Liberty™ Sustentation Fund.

In several parts of Cepitel 1 allude to the fate which
overtook the plebeians of ancient Rome. They were
originally free peasants, each cultivating his own piece
of land on bhis own account. In the course of Roman
history they were expropriated. The same movement
which divoreed them from their means of production
and subsistence involved the formation not only of big
landed property but also of big money capital. And
80 one fine morning there were to be found on the one
hand free men, stripped of everything except their
labour power, and, on the other, in order to exploit
this labour, those who held all the acguired wealth in
possession.  What happened ! The Roman prole-
tarians beeams, not wage labourers, but & mob of do-
nothings more abject than the former “ poor whites ™
in the southern country of the United States, and along-
gide of them there developed a mode of production
which was not capitalist but depended wpon slavery.—
Letter of Karl Marx to the Editer of a Russian journal,

i6 inch 43/-
14 inch 39/-

COMPLETE WITH
MAMSLING SOARD

THE new ACME Meodel 50, built -
of rustprocfed blue enamelled °
steel, is the one wringer for every §
home; it can be rigidly fixed 1o
either tub, table, sink or bath, and
put away on a shelf after use,

And what 2 wonderful wringer it is. Everything from
baby’s bib 1o a blanket comes through the pure rubber
roflers so mmch easier, quicker and dder, and infinitely
cleaner, too, because all the clinging particles of dist
that rinsing cannot dislodge are removed by the sivong,
clastic pressure of the extea thick rollers,

Furthermors, the ACME saves purposcless Iabour. It
prevents splashing znd does not break buttons or
fasteners. Choose an ACME; it carries a ten years frec
replacement guaraniee and will last a lifetime.

FREE CHOICE OF FIXTURES—to fix the
ACME on either tub, table, sink or bath.

Packed with the wringer are the srgredard tub and table clamps
which have mmade the ACME farnous as a portable wringer.

Should these standard clamps be unsuvitable, you have free choice
from agven aiteraative fixtures, apy one of which your Retailer will
supply free of charge in exchange for the unused seandard clamps.

ENTIRELY BRITISH MADE BY

ACME WRINGERS LTD.
DAVID STREET, GLASGOW, S.E.

1877 (The Correspondence of Marz and Engels, p. 354). | g
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