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By ROBERT . NELSON, Stalf Corr_espondent of The

"A:dozen top—fevel Chicago,
executlves and a reporter set-
fled back in the warmly conser-
vativé private dining reom of
‘the. Union League Club. Supper

hat been sumptuous, and now
the  after-- meal discussion
pmmlsed to be equaIly satisfy-
m .

And it was.

For more - than 11,5 hours the
businessmen and an able dis-
cussion leader-wa professor of
economics—izlked frankly about
achieving harmonieus labor re-
Jations, how io increase produc-
tivity, reduce cosis, eliminate
bumamsome taxation, cut gov-
ernmental  red tape extend
profitable markets, keep pro-
duction going without periodic
slowdowns and crackups, .and
how 1o achieve an atmosphere
of freedom. with - incentives for
the fullest use of creative face
uliies of all—labor and _man-
agemen’
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How Henry . George would'

have delighted in the evening.
How proud he would have bBeen
of+ the forthright manner in
which thesa businessmen talked
azbout their companies and the
mmportance of broadened under-
standing . of basic economic
pr1nc1ple=s Henry George cer-
tainly would have grinned an-
provingly because his fame as
econormist and  socizl  philos-
opher stemmed from just this
kind if inguiry into. what he
came to eall the law of human
Drogress,

He studaed and wrote about
ecanomic- philosopny throughout
most of the last half of the 19th
century. e examined the eco-
nomic and social problems of in-
dustrial sociely. He
what tihe classical economists
had said. He watched
American economy expand.

He was particularly disturbed
by the trends he perceived lead-
ing the nation toward increas-
ingly centralized conirols and
boundless taxation. And he
worked to develop in his think-
ing a philosophy of freedom
indigenous to America as an
answer to the collectivist
theories of the Old World, )

He saw the necessity of re-
moving restrictive taxation on
production and® allowing the
fullest incentives for use of the
best land sites and natural re-
sources of the nation.

I

Thus it was not surprising
that in 1934, the inspiration of
Henry George's philosophies,
just as moving as they had been
beiore his passing in 1397, led
hiz followers in Chicago to es~
tablish an exiension of a Henry
Creorge School of Sncial Science
which had heen charicred fwo

studied
the

years earlier in New York Ciiy.

In 1935, John Lawrence Mon-
roe, whose father had directed
a Henry George Lecture Assopci-
ation from 1903 to 1829, bekame
director of the Chlcago school.
Having traveled with his father
for these lectures, John Monroe
also was imbued with the im-
portance of understanding eco-
nomic principles as a first step
in solving basic problems of in-
dustry, the mdlwdual and - the
community.-

In his 25 years of service, Mr.
Monroe hds guided more than
17.600 persons in MHenry George
study groups, arranged lectures,
dinners, and conferences—all in
this unique program to focus
thinking about economies.

These works have won for him
noi only the respect of the Chi-
cago business-indusirial-finan-
cizl comminity, but its genuine
affection as well. More than 100
companies have taken part in
study programs. The school—a
not - for - profit operation — is
financed largely by the partici-
pating eoniributions of these
companies plus sustaining con-
fributions from other interested
companies-and foundations,

., There are branches of the

Henry George School in 18
major cities of the United States
and Canada, and overseas ex-
tensions in Enslaild Denmark,
the Union of South Afnca Aus-
tralia, and Jamaica.

In each, the study method is
clear and similar;

1 Respect the integrity of the
individual mind,

i Ask noone to accept a con-
clusion unverified by his own
observatioen and untested by his
own reason,

T Keegy thinking wide open

Christinn Sclence Moniior

where the evidence is slender
and the facts few.

f Utilize ian dthe  realm -of
economic inquiry the same
laboratory means of establishing
principles and arriving at con-
clusions as have opened store~ -
houses. of knowledge in the -
physical sciences and harhessed
for mankind the physical forces.
of nature.
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Recently, John Monroe took a
moment to consider the satis-
factions of work with this Henry
George School activity, One re-.
cent graduating study group, at
an airline headquarters here,
impressed him, he said, because
of the great “muytuval love the
participants showed for each
other and for mankind” despite
the grea{ varisty in their ethnie,
skill, and education backgrounds,

And he algo recalled the study
group of union and management
representaiives — all from a
single company-who had bee
come near-encmies during weeks
of company-union strife.

”Puring thsse first sesstons we
all were wondering just who

~itwould get hurt first,” Mr. Mon-

roe recalls. “But after five sés» -
siéns you couldn’t tell manage-
ment from labor. Each!man had
turned away from personal
grievanees to a common search
for basic.principles.

“It seemed to mz,” says John
Monroe reflectively, “that first
they stopped being afraid of
eacih pther and ihen at the end
of the course they had even
stopped being afraid of the
world, I guess that is my satis-
faction, sseing others grasp the
infinite potential of the individ-
ual and the universe.”
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