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be gnatehed out of his hands.

A Matter ﬁ? Prensdence.—We do not wish io say that
he Labour By its resolnfions at iil@f
abandoned dhe ;: Jdiey of o Buadg
t?u l,mz‘%mu i rather that both i}w TAX on

o Yocal 1 ng of mnd nﬂsz{ } :

F.

Lm.d inoa po ghitil;
the Purtax g 3"0@.; {)n& or 01'-}102" mush come frgh-—
sither the Budget tax on land values {with valuation
leading 0 the local vating of land vakues) or the Surfax
on Incomes.  Both cannot ococupy the atiention of
Parlinment af the same time, howover sineerely it may
be stated in the mv;nn;andum and appendix to the
i‘i!dtkp{ml resolotions that © further revenue must be
sought in the reform of the Death a)uh{w and in the
’_’Cuxza,tiu_n. of Tand Values. If 1his be added to the
£85 millious obtained from the Hustax, a total sum of
at least £100 millions would be obtained, without tmpos-
ing any addibional burden on any struggling business,
without injuziousiy  aflecting the aco umuiu‘rmn by
saving, of the additional capl‘ba.l required by the nation’s
industries, and without impinging with regard o any
individual on any socially-desirable standard of Efe”

The Surtax iz proposed as a means of © ?11;{,1’a,img
resonrces for ‘fho abolition of taxes on necessaries, for
the development of the Social Serviced, and for the
redluetion of the Debd” ‘The contention that the Surtax
asgessed on * unearned incomes,”
in the way suggested, and that it
enne ostimabed, is serionsly open to
; - about this
of the L s $hat i seems o
tion {and, in consequence, the rating)
0 tho socond or shird place or ’no the second
o ‘i»_hu.r_i YORY @.:?. office-—if a Labour Government, staldng
it fortunes on its Surtax propos salg, were 10 last so long.
This di‘p;dtmi‘ is certaindy not in kﬁm'a%n" with the
pronounces ment on tand value question appearing
in the well-known Labour Speakers” Handbook and in
the official declarations of the Party up to this date.

#dhe Questions thai must be Answered.”” —Bearing
on fhe issues raised at the Blaskpool Conference a
correspondent who belongs to the Labour Party reminds
us of two resend emphatic declarations by the Rt. Hon.
Avthyr Tienderson, M.I°. The quota,‘hm‘uai % follows:—

Spesch af the Newcastle-on-Tyne Sy- Llﬁr’uon January,
gw}‘) -

With land free and men willing to work, can
agyone seb a limit to the extent of the wealth that
might be enjoyed by all 2 Natuzw is bountiful —nob
0 <,,-mrshywher reservoirs are full with the things
thas satisfy men’s wants. Indoed, it is from the
earth that we get all things, but so long as man is
demisd  acoons To the source from whence Wealth
comes, stervation and umemployment will remain.”
fticr 1o the International Conference on the Taxalion

of Land Values, Ouford, August, 1913 :—

“The Taxation of Land Values with, of course,
the exemption of improvements, docs not receive
my support merely ss a plan for raising additional
revenue, It is dmiunvd to achieve far greater re-
sults. It seeks t0 cpen the way to the natural
sourees from which all wealth springs. The labour
i hepa and with it the will to work, but the land
still Yiey locked in the grin of a tepacious and wnre-
lenting monopoly, while unemployment and poverty
haunt Us witl w terrifving persistence,  Is it io be
wondered thay t.lu“: working classes of this <s:mﬂz‘
shest despaie of pegter é,i‘i"zu*:; ¢ .. . ks labour
siever b0 achieve frop access to mature’s bounteous

could be soparat
that it woudd wo
wonld vield the
mz-{ stion, 1o say §ho least

£

H

i

storehouse ! These are the guestions that
he answered before we can procesd in the
treckion of building up a socdety based upon %51}}~
vorsal hroatherhood, and no answer will satisfy the
raopal o of the people that does not ({Ell'{.}i;.l At

b

s

admiss the vight of a commoity to throw
openr the and and to take for ths commmmity ihe
amvie values erested by the community. With

v thus firmly established upon the basis of
s justioe, he spiribual and intolloctual ideals
- whi a.n a nation vannot live will have greater
sefopment, for © the wisdom of a Evaﬂm ol
mnil 0ol (‘rh by opportunity of leisure,” and 1L bold
that every man bas s rigl t o sufficiont leisure to
enable bim to “seek the things that arc more
sxoeliont.”

In the First Session of Nexi Partiament.—Harl Beau-
chamyp, Chairman of the Land and Nation Lesgue
and President of the Free Trade Union, speaking at a
mass meeting in the Monigomery Hall, Sheffield, on
i3th October, pledged. the Liberal Party in these
words :(—

“ We want things which can be done in the firsé
session of the mext Puarliament. We shall begin by
taxing the site value of land. Consider the dJdiffi-
culties to-day. If ones bnprovemmonts are mads, yvou
make further improvements s6ill more Mdifficult,
because, as you make thera, you mcrease the value
of the land and the more tand cosbs, the ore diffi-
cult it is to use it for further improvements. We
say the values creatod by the publie should go to
the public. The result would be to reduce the price
and sc give moere money to the public authorities
to carry out reforms.”
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i ((;1;{12'“1?3 the official pledees

This is the most notable statement on land
taxation that has been made on behall of the 1ib
Party

A
1
iz

v for scrpe time.
that have been given over and over sgein, and coming
from the Chairman of the Land and Nation Lesgue
it carries not a little indfiuence. We bave no doubi
Tarl Beauchamp has weighed hia words well and means
that so far as Liberals ave concerned it will he their
buginess ¢ deal with land value taxation through
a Budget tax in the first session of Parhiament.
This is the immediate step we hope o see taken by
the wext progressive Government when It assuies
office, whether the electors return the Liberal Party
or the Labour Party with an independent majority
—ar, a8 I8 much more likely, Labour and fhe Liberal
Sarbies have a joint majority over the Conservatives.
i the latter event the two parties opposed to the
Conservatives will be. hound o prees forward with
slation on which there is common agreement, if
v are vobt to cominit suicide and tear down she
whole fabric of Parliamentary institutions. The dead-
lork of 1924 dave not be repeated. This, then, is the
poliey on which the partics can unite—a Budget tax
on land values, the carrving through of a valuation
of the whole country, the local rating of land values
and the repeal of protectionist tariffs and of customs
duties on necessaries of life. Harl Beauchamp in the
one camp and Mr Philip Snowden in the other are
building hetter than they know i theiv present plat-
form activitios in the matter of the finauce of land
reform and free trads iead to this consunumation.

“We have the Works, but not the Work »—In his
speech fo the Cutlers” Company ab hiw‘*wld on 4th
sher, the Master Cutler, By I ; nand

P A ur ::Ai Eaﬁ .i:ur the
wozkh fiw prime nes which
i ..ffmd Wi mzmzm fx!‘ induces
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reflection.  We have the needs to satisfy ; we have the
men, the skill and the naturazl resources, All the
essontials for a flourishing industry are here but still
“the work  is lacking. What has gone wrong ?

We suggest that, in the last analysis it can only be
that wo tolerate the erection of barriers between the
would-he workers and the natural resources from which
all work comes, and that were these barriers removed
the works would hum with work, The new spirit is
all very well, and we hope Mr Lee discerns its coming
aright though we cannot be equally sanguine.  So long
as work is made scarce and men ave in daily fear of
Iosing their jobs the new spirit is hard to cultivate.
The old spirit is the outecomns of unnatural conditions
and will not be banished for good so long as those
conditiohs remain.

The Doctrine of Despair.— Hpeaking at a weeting at

Dunrobin Castle held under the auspices of the Women’s
Unionist Association; the Duke of Sutherland stressed
the need for a watch out agninst the growth of Com-
munism and Bolshevism. At the close of the usual
kind of tirade against the ovil and its works, the Duke
asked : * What is the best barrier we can set up against
Bolshevism in this country ? ” and answered the question
like any earnest student of social unrest in the following
manner :— ,
“ Bolshevism is largely the doctrine of despair.
The watchword of the Unionist Party in the future
must be not retrogression or standing still, but progress
forward to finding a better life, a healthier life, and a
happier life for the very poorest class of people in
this country. Only so shall we eradicate the root of
Bolshevism and Commumnism f{rom our midst. To
-make the many happier, legislation for the millions
must be our watchword.”

1t is well spoken. A hapnier life for the million is the
only safe cure and has become the burning question of
the day. As Ruskin hag told us: If society does not
golve this problem, it will solve society.

The Duke confessed to an uneasy feeling, which he
said had erroneously obtained since the days of Disraeli,
namely, that the Conservative Party represented the
landlord and the rich. This, he said, was a mistaken
idea. We have no desire to argue the case. But if
the Duke’s party represents the disinherited and the
poor, how, for example, does he account for the millions
who voted Liberal and Labour at the 1924 General
Election, or at any previous election ! The facts are
that, with few exceptions, here and there, the landlord
and the rich are ever on the side of the Conservative
vandidate. When the millions come into their own
cur political alignments may change, but not before.

How to keep out Bolshevism.——In a geries of informing
articles on ° Northern Europe After Fifteen Years, the
Spectator deals in ibs isswe of 1st October with Latvia
and Lithuania, from which we guote :—

“'T'he rulers of Latvia have realized that no country
can bé prosperous which doos not possess a population
of contented farmers owning the soil which they
cnltivate, Would Latvia go ‘red’ and follow the
example of Soviet Russia 7 That was the problem
which confronted her rulers-after the war, and they
dealt with the situation in a drastic manner. The
big estates were. taken from the landlords without

© dompensitionrs The land thus acquired was sold to
the hundred thousand peasants on favourable terms,
so that in gixty vewrs” time most of the land will be
peasant-owned. T remarked to a Latvian friend that
b0 an outsider this land poliey secemed very drastic
and | wondered what Trish landlords would have
said if they had had thele property taken and lad

received no smoney in vofurn.  The Latvian landlords
were permitted to rotain forty heetaros (about a
hindeed acres) and any industrial undertaking on
their property which had survived the varions wars
and revolutions. The Conservative Party is siill
agitating for compensaiion for the landlords. but
there seems little Tikelihood of a revision of the terms.
‘You must remember,” a friend said, ‘that the
only way we kept out Bolshevism was by giving bhie
land to the people. Our Husiness men and pro-
fessional men had iosé cverything during the wass,
and it was only fuir that the landlords should Tose
something ton.”

Here is something for the Duke of Sutherland to
consider, and the lusson coming from the Conservative
Spectator should not be denied a hearing at Dunvobin
Castle. If giving the land to the people saved Latvia
from going *“ red,” why not try the experiment here in
Great Britain ¢ Cur business men, professional men
and working men, so named, are crying out in anguish
against the burden of heavy taxation and rising rates
and on such discontent Bolshevism thrives. The laud
value poliey would bring the suffering many instant
relief, the land would be free from the element of
monopoly and *“seeing red ” would be out of fashion.
The policy has besn turned down by the Conservaiive

‘Party, but it persists and hes its place in the municipal

life of the couutry. As the Spectafor’s Latvian friends
remarked : “ It is only fair that the landlords should
lose something too ”; there iy a strong cwrrent of
opinion that they can best lose it through taxation ou
the communal value of the land they hold. To lose it
any other way will be had for them and for the
community at large.

Capitalism or Landlordism ?—The Parent Trust and
Finance Co., Lid., is a concern whose mterests ave
eommonly supposed tolie in its intimate connection
with the Dunlop Tyre Co., in which it holds a largs
block of shares. In the Socialist’s view it is a typical
example of “ Capitalism.” But at a meoting of shere.
holders on 156h July last, Sir Arthur da Cros made the
following statemert : *° Cwing to the failing in of these
old leases (referring to land and buildings owned by the
Company), it is expected that the revenue from the
Foundiing Estate, which was about £44,500 net at ihe
date of purchase, will sutomatically double itself within
the next seven years ot so; and after the year 1449
should rise to £109,0600 per annwm, without taking into '
gocount any revenue from the vacant central site of
nine acres, excluding the squares, ‘which is the most
valuable part- of the property.” And in defiance of
every canon of clear thinking this kind of thing is
loosely denounced as “* Capitalism |

Houses and the “ Adverse Trade Balance.”>—Mr A. M.
Samuel, M.P., Parliamentary Secretary of the Overseas
Trade Department, gives ns a wonderful exemple of -
obscure thinking. Ca 18th Ocfober, when considering
the position of trade i gencral and the balance of trade,
in particular, ho told his hearcrs that we had completed
gince the armistice over one n howses at a cost of
over £600,000,040. Much of t suem had been send
abroad to pay for imporied 5 by the builders
of these houses and other ¥ is for their personal
use, Moreover, the wo 1 the ndustries making
materials for w0 houses were aleo Jargely fed on
imported food aud were buyers of § 1 goodds of other
kinds. So that all the time these millions of Imporis
were being received nothing wiwborer was being ex-
ported in payment because not so much as & single house
hag been or can be exported, Whis, according to Mr
A. M, Bamuel, gocg far to account for the * Adverse
Balanee 7 of trade, though he thinks it will right itself
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a6 the domand for honses becomes satisfed and house
building 18 brought within lmits. We are therefore to
taks 1% §mm this suthority that the foreigmer has been
s0 good for ali these years to suppiv the free-born
Britisher with rillions of poundds worth of food and
other things free pratls and forvolhing, 15 s av ovigingd
thought and & new viributbion %u the st iy s,,:é the

fiscal guestion,

PROTES a {ON mw ING
PROTECT
The Position in Australia
ww Zealander,”
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Ausipalion and N
¥tk Ceiober)

the Comnmonwenlth Tariff
have been cabled

{#From the ° British

Tha

Bosrd,

snbual Feport of
gsome extrocts from which
from Aumstralia during $he last few davs, are in striking
accurd with the view which we have exprossed again
and again in these columng, that the high and increading
profective tariff of ihe Commonweslih iy severaly
}.}'ru perity of the country and iz a
wnace to the fabure, On another page
something of what the Tarifl Board said

in its report, which 18 in effect that E_}Z.’{}ﬁal‘(:frifﬁl h&s
fniled to profe that tmiporie increase velab
9?@{;{ b in sz),iaf* m ;L‘ fz,*sd that unfess some cha :
policy is s : sr lies ahead., Fhe remagk )
thii ng about abion is t}_lat; ;ﬁ; comes, nob from
men who are avowedly and
emd who have };emam* convinoesd
used by the present Austra-
”i"u v Womd nob ,ud_‘nw‘f for & momend that
the wreng )lzf' for F*.az iral Their

will be fou

this de

h;—zﬁ;’; i““ni i
hat hos rals
without of
oxports is ca
the loeal manud
ronds of & guality and price st
ailar goeds from a\b_roaad. “?W‘* combention, on
othier hand, is that many Australisn manufaciorers
ja,s; in sue cossiul competition with manofachurers abroad,
nite of the m:ﬂ but becwma’ of it. The fwo
(»?1{5( s %0 pso{;&mm mf}nufa,ctmmu 8t compehitive
. © A large and Wealthy home mazrket, and cheap
v matarials and marketing and transport. Profection
all yound limits the numbers and b - power of the
p'r-én'wr:y oroducers by raising the ;mf i of all manu-
rticies they have to buy, and the money Wazes
: t0 pay, withoub giving them highe
;(,l what they have to -i“!i. besause they o \p@ t t[w bhlk
of it and must sell as 4 pnfr
rajsed by the Australio

pfa WO an *%w; hows

an ‘5 éLud(‘(l bo i‘w u;"* (}j ii,,ug,
wrds, the excess of

which ovar
E;eca.w_;gz.-: i spito of protection,
: boen unabls to surn oub
emsfuily to smnz}we

5 mehmms are
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o of 208h {etober,
/ H’fmdew gtat
sl :z\,;y'w ng herseif h}" her
ainen costs of production all
1 walue of high money we
¥ production and aueorceus m
dve costs for labour,
sl grievously
ports prefitably
ab world prices 1owhich asdds h{}‘)
to the aost of a 50{“)3 olive, as guoted by the Lendon
Chambor of Comunes swessarily adds to the freights
on grain and butber, fruj oand wool. The exirs pounds
which the farmer and oro hardist wmust epend on p !m;»f}“w
traﬁ'for;\'. }im*w%*&:- s and the rest, ho must get
sharging hi; wes for his produse, and often 1
only prics at would give him a decont Hving is :
which the consumer abroad
H:Ez ndid suzrants, Talsing and
i way i Har ropean Teathets, :
v time by the p}'()du( o of Awersf i ﬁ;mm angd
s is simply lecause of the intolerable Australisn
tarifl, which nenrly breaks the backs of present Aus-
s ma,n iruit growers, and prevents their
Increasing fourfold. E‘s"'_one except a hand!
specialiy 1 avoured manutacturers, suffers from :
ingune policy. T be great bulk of Australmn manufae.
turing industries themselves lose more in their increased
costs of produstion and oomparabive i Impoverish mm!t
of their Australian cusbomers than they gain by their
ability to levy higher prices on the comparatively few

who can pay.. .

The report of the ’Fa it Board published last week,
caicing of digaster a,} al uniess there s a ﬂa.rlﬂ (uamgﬁak
a,nf! t%w z‘;\mv 4;1‘ the | 'in
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The Feongmie Problom in Agriculiure.—A she
freatise (i German) by Dr Robers Serebrenik, publist
hy the Austrian Land Reform League, Vlenna,.
28, Dir Serebrenik shows the solutlon of the prabif o
tiss in land value tazaiion and hJs book iz dedics
to Heinvich Thausing of Vienna “who showed
tl;.s-’ way to Henry Georz ”

The Hew Age.—An Australian Monthly Journal
hlished by A. H. Noar, 205, High Strost, Northeote,
ielbounne, 4d. monthly. in the lssues “from’ April
to December, 1926, the 2 Iong and informing serre.
spondence in which M MNoar and Frnest Bra.bv sbiy
expound the Single Tax prine iple and policy. '

The Reﬁai szam-e of Libsralisin.—
of Labour. A plea for land value taxation and free
trade. By £ whia,n Hansen.  Published (Norwegian)
in Bergen, prive 6d. Malkes special mention of the
Internatio nal Unicn for Land Valuie Taxation and
Frec Tiade and advertises bhe Norwegian fext of the

v wndure o the @eneva  Economic
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v
i
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The Emancipation

wWillin

~Henry  (eorge. -
Life vappeal addressed in partic ;
members of fhe ?wiz stiom Aveny, By Lisutb, J Wille ;
pibiisied (m i ish) by the bor, 120 pages, for
general distribution,

£
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NOTES AND NEWS

g 1z—mﬂ::“1 {onferoneo io Promote the
1l Vaines and Free Trade will be held in
i, in the latter part of July, 1928

e S *

My Arthor H. Weller, Becretary of the Manchester
Yalues Lwague, has beea elected member of the

- Cowneil of B .uvhesﬁe; an g represenbative of the
‘a’!m\, Side Ward. Ife had 015 Votes defeating the
former member, a Coasor 3

Bailie | Sul‘t J.F

The Fourth
Taxadion of Lo
Hdmburgh, Beoti

has §av<* i1 “ted to the £
Thig can hz: aken as a vin !1
has repeatedly taken mn th

fu‘n of tha b sid s‘tami he
tor of land value rating.

Mr Andrew MacLaren, M.P. three years membor of

the Btoke-on-Trent City (‘ouncil, has been returned
mnapposed. In the same <m' Couneﬂlor Austin Brook
hag been re- electvd with 1,143 votes, a m ajovity of 533.
(g;;mcﬂ lor G, ' sewking re-eloction to the
was robumed by 3,874 votes,
iis Unionish opponent.

5 We 40 to ;}?ms _Wo aseait ciher vesalts, weanwhile
offering the vietors panied our heatby congratulations.

* # #

1t ig an elognant mm eai'? m:*;ﬂ‘ o the life-long devotion
i g

orth Kelvix 3 TUW I‘y"'unicipa,l E"}Iection), who
standg in the Labour interest, has this to say in his
Flection Address: I am ':erely opnosed o the
existing s jstem of rat.enﬂj, 1 h is unjus‘t and bears
o to pay. Taxation
o r amme. It would
i{»r Dol ‘E Large ;: soey of
& hoen sold o the Cor USRS

mean chewgm la.n‘
Jand which benr no rates ha
tion recently as fabrlous pric For instancn, the goidea
strip of 9% square yamds st the corner of Ai’fryie Wtreet
and Union Street which hasbeen purchased for£25,000.”
* * ®

The Right Hon. Neville Chamberlain, MP., gpeaking
ab_ a meutmg of the MAW hester a.nd District Joint
Town Planning Advisory Committes on 18th Oi,mba,r
said : *  Everyone whwo has been concerned in the
vwhninistration of a t town knows how, whm you
waah to cat 3 lithle 1o 5ids of one of your busiest
strecty bo give a ittle bit of case to your coungested
tradiie,

is for T every ¥ vand you snateh for the need of the

somunity.”
. *

Colonial combines are'biw*ng foreign sugar at cheap

rates {or eolonial use, and exporting colonial sugar to
Cireat Brifnin hecause of the « ctra, profits gairied by the
preference doty.—Liverpool Weelly Posi, 2415& September.

is the moest amazing trans-
Those who receive the subsidy
; 3 © for nothing and yet maks a
profit.” - W (i?f“f Pt MP., at Cluvdeff, 13th
Ociober.

At the Lab lf.a‘r crenes in Blackpoe] the

s umder digenssion
T5h Weod( tolbom)
& 3 oh on the nter-
{-: werence. which was held  at
.%'Ei:— reagon was that & memorandum
on 7 econoinie e es vapable of afecting ‘L‘hv DS
of the world 7 salunitted at that Conference bx the
British Labour movowoni cond J_;L,ned s} menf ion of the

T
nezii

fxf\nm a lawt

f& i E’“ Ri""’

vou have to puur oub mney by the 'bhﬂumnds '

Do
]
Lo

rating and 1

The motio:
and although
congra.tulam
is a'fine ope ilfi"f fmr
Value Taxation and Froc
Memorandum to all the dely
sented ab the Labour tmém
effective viecve of work b ower b underta
once if the funds were available. We make the pr
in the form of an appeal to svery one of our readers
who can assist the Union to varry dut such a projoct.

# #

Higeing (NI R,

nonsors are to he

oeoasion by the hand.
5 w;u] Union for |

irculate its Ge

,‘uv:n sl branches rep:

14 would be a mmn

- Vica “HS"’
wab terror-
10 (‘hdmmon of freades
s which all men and won
shall be in comfnri; ¢ M{ mﬂ upright, self-gove:
a society at peace w ¢if, and at peace wi
nelghboul‘ﬂ*mt}hu i the way to lberty. That is true
Liberalism.”—Sir Herbert Somusd b Portsmouth, 154
Oclober.

“ Poverty foib
digeage incapasi
izes. To atta,
to build up &

;:H

% # *

‘The Labour {ﬂ“f“rmpowieélt of the Daily zpress, 17th
October, refer $0 mgiroctions given ab 4
Blackpool Conferenco to the leaders of the Party to
draft o short program mediate praction] Teforms
for the next generais ‘ ’L'a ses thatrival progranm =
are already in circuls , that favoured by Mr Ph
Bnowden and those with hi forward fazation
of Land Valaes ns the firat yi

# ® #

Me H. B. Maurer (Brookiyn} writes: “ Mr Le
Waat s the Single Tax ? 15 a fine plece of writing
should be issued in track form. [ gives me pleas
contribute $3 Gtowaeds its repring, or, if that be
feasible; my centribution may bs used as you soe
By the same post a lobher cameo frm:n a gorres ;m
in the North of England ma et
and saying thas the aréicle was ;m;sa amﬁ&ble to hand to
the new racruit.

Oy readers will be
article |

§hat 18 the S
upon, by favour of
pubhshed phortly 1
8-page octavo leatl
price of 58. per 14 post ir(*n, 4{}1(1 we Invi *?e GE-0D
in giving this new Teaflet a wide circulation.

= # ®

“ 1 suproose it is i1 apossibie éver to change from a bad
and unjust sysien 10 a good and just *;yvats"s"a withoub
s0me hareﬁhap B0 sme pes but in the words of Her-
bert Speucar i his Best, o st wie say : ‘In our
tender regard for the vested intorest of bw faw lot u
not forget thab the rights of the many are in abe a,:tea,,
and must remal iz co 50 lonyg as the earth is
allowed to remoa i vte prop ar't} of the privie
leged few. 7 {eorge Fowlds in a lter i g
aurrespondem‘ J i the August fsswe of © The
Libergtor” (New f't <i.i<uld}

#
«mma addressing his tenants
won at Alnwick Castle, (1”
b yedaction in vents in the country
azce by
i) ii;s '%ff:g‘

The Duks of - mn mm?
on hzs estalo o Y
think a groes
necessary, but
ture on “fhe
applied to « farniers
Here we hav v 3ich I
that public capital shouid be ﬂtzE *fe:{é, o en
to pay thelr rents. I am s duke’s pa
have a rude awaikening s %,-h@ neh 4»!(39& Y e
Weekly Post (editorial note), 24tk Seplember.

r%“
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THE MENACE OF PRIVILEGE

But all other monopolies are frivial in. extent as
compared with the monopoly of land.  And the value
of land expressing & monopoly, pure und simple, is in
every respect fitted for taxstion. That i to say,
while the value of a rallroad or telegraph line, the
price of gas or of a putent medicine, may cxpress the
price of moz;o‘;_,m] . 1i also expresses the exertion of
labour and capital ; but the value of lund, or economic
rent, a5 we have seen, s in no part made up from thess
factors, and expresses nothing but the advaniage of
appropriation.  Taxes levied upon the value of land
cannot check production in the slightest degree, until
they exceed rent, or the value of land taken annualiy,
for unlike taxes upon commoditios or exchange, or
capital, or any of the tools or processes of production,
they do not bear upon production. The value of land
doos nob express the reward of production, as does
the value of crops, of cattle, of buiidings, or any of
the things which are styled personal property and
improvements.

Taxes on the value of land not only do not check
productlon as do most other taxes, but they tend to
increage production by destroyin_g spectlative rent.
How speculative rent checks production may be seen

not only in the valuable land withheld from uge, but |

in the paroxysms of industrial depression which,
originating in the speculative advance in land values,
propagate themselves over the whole civilized world,
cverywhere paralyzing industry, and eausing more
waste and probably more sutfering than would a
general war—Progress and Poverty, VIIL, Chap. ITI.
In the current topics of the day the League of
Nations and the high hopes it cuvisaged of Ynter-
national peace and friendshin enjoy a full share of
public discussion. The League was fashioned for
peace and- progless and the idea. firmly held by its
votaries was that the main road to the goal lay
through general disarmament. The age. Iong super-
stition that to keep the peace a nation must be
prepared for war was rudely shaken in 1914, but
ai the Poace at Versailles five years later it revived
again and its trivmph in 1927 ig op(*nly and fear-
fully admitted.

The question of the mechanism of War and the
burden it imposes on industry and commerce is
now referred to the MNationals concerned, which
goes to show that the prime fallacy underlying the
very conception of this new instrument was that it
could possess more wisdom than its component
parts. But what cah any nation hope to see
accomplished in any international discussion, ouf-
side its own conventions ! It is not within the
province or the power of the League of Naticns to
bring order out of chaos, if the nations themsclves
are not first of all prepared for the deliverance,
Ia the official recognition of this truth we can agree
that an important elevation has been reached in
the upward trend of thought on the subject.

in his letter of resignation to tke Prime Minister
Lord Cecil says :—

“ I cannot conceal from myself that on the broad
policy of disarmament the majority of the Cabinet
and I are not really agreed. ‘What of the
future ¢ L look back on the refusal to accept the
Treaty of Mutual Assistance, the unconditional re-
jection of the Protocol, the Ministerial declaration
against compulsory arbitration, the partial failure of
the Preparatory  Commission, and now the break-
down of the Three-Power Conference, An advance
in the direction first of security, then of arbitration,
lastly of disarmament itself has been tried, and in
each case has made little or no progress. In each
case the policy I advocated has been more or less
completely over-ruled.”

This is a. damaging blow at the Locarno spiri,
but it could not be otherwize, for the existing eonsti-
tution of society is rooted In an econa}mic injustice
that overyw here ke»;w men and nations, apar.
It becomes clear that it is no more possible for the
Lwague of MNations to achieve its purpose without
first, bringing down the tariff walls of Europe than
it is for the Government at hcme to solve the
housing problem, without first dealing with land
monopoly and freeing houses from the oppressive
burden of the rates.

In failing to patch uwp a truce with the United
States Naval Experts the British Government hag
come to a standstill on the question and the Foreigri
Secretary, fresh from Geneva, calls upon his country-
men {London, 27th October) “to decide in their
own minds and declare exactly what commitments
they are ready to undertake, what obligations they
are prepared to assume, and what means they
require in order to fulfil them.” It is the voice
of a puzzled if not a bankrupt statesmanship. Well
may Lord Cecil ask : Wkat of the fubure ?

The instruction the public mind requirves is
gsomething that would, iu Cobden’s burning words,
show the people how thev are being bamboozled
and cheated by the existing land system. Iis
unmitigated cruelbty iz the bottom cause of all the

mischief. Society iz groaning under a load of
deht, unemployvment contintes to undermine

character, and in the clash of opiniom if iz not
given to many with the critical and reflective
mind to observe a checiful ouflook. Peace in
industry is eagerly and earnestly sought but its
chief spokesmen, unmindful of the common brother-
hood principle at Geneva, plead for an efficiency
that only means the ousfing of the * foreigner ™
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from the neutral market. 'The foreigner plays the
game game and as he succeeds the Profectionists
prepare for the erection of another tariff wall.
Industrial effictency is no substitute for economic
sbabilify. If that were not so, the engineer, the
inventor and the organizer would long since have
feft the politician with litile or mothing to do,
cxcept perhaps to direct the traffic.

Notwithstanding the struggle to keep industry
on its feet there is evidence everywhere of surplus
wealth and in some quariers this is regarded as
proper spoil for an adequate extension of the social
services. Bubt the more the rich are taxed the
groater becomes the disparity between rich and
poor.  Such taxation is passed on to the consumer
in higher prices and poverty deepens. In this
goneration the imcome tux has risen from 7d. in
the £ to 4s. 6d. in the £ and to 10s. in the £ or more
in the case of super incomes. It is a kind of rake’s
progress in the field of finance. As the money is
appropriated the working classes by the million
have been driven below the subsistence Ievel,
unable to keep a roof above their heads. We are
not contending that the State may not ook for
money where T is o be found ; we are merely
pointing to the fact thav this plan of collecting
public revenue, to be spent again in the hope of
raising the standard of comfort of the man at the
margin, is thoroughly discredited. - As we read
the platform speeches in support of the pursuit
of this will-o’-the-wisp, with the Press comments
on the underlying fallacies of the case, the impression
comes that nothing but a miracle can save the
situation.

And how is the miracle to be worked ? Only
by a recognition of the clementary truth taught
by the masters of Political Eeconomy that taxes
on economic rent do not lessen the production of
wealth and that taxes on manufactures and com-
merce do; and further that speculation in the
natural resources of the earth is the prime cause
of indugtrial and social distress. As Pope Leo XIII
has it in his Encyelical on The Condiion of Labour :
“ Nature owes to man a storehouse for the daily
snpply of his needs and this she has given him in
the inexhaustible resources of the soil.” . This
beneficence holds good to-day as when man first
loarned how to handle the spade and the plough
50 to develop a settled and civilized state.

The question is not how much money a man has,
but how did he come by it? If by honest industry,
e can safely be left with the fruits of his own
exortion, for the more he produces the better it
will be for the community as a whole ; if by mono-
poly, it cannot safely be left in his hands, for the
maove he gets the worse it is for the community.

With all our unparalleled advance why is it
that the mass of mankind cannot be left wnmolested
in the enjoyment of the produce of their labour ?
The answer is that the cavse of their oppression is
the cavse that deprives them of fheir birthright in
the land.  As Rousseau exclaims— The first per-
sonn who enclosed a piece of land and bethought
himself ¢ say “This is mine’ and found pecple
tfoolish enough to believe him, was the real founder

of out socia! system. What crimes, wars, murdess,
what miseries and horrors would have been spared %o
mankind, if soirebody had torn down the staies
or filled up the ditch, and had warned his feHows,
‘ Beware of listening to this 1mpost0r you are lost
if you forget that the produce ig for all, and the
earth for no one 7

The Taxation {}f Land Values will tear down the
stakes ; the taxation of wealth will leave them
standing, ditiches ss well. The Taxation of Land
Values will mot take from the producer, it will
prevent the mnon-producer from levying toll on
industry and enterprise. There is no guarantee given
that it will of itself solve every social problem ;
the claim iz that without this salufary reform
industry must remain in bondage to monopoly.

Unless Parliament works in harmony with natural
law in secial Lfe it can only weaken and ultimatuly
destroy the civilization it seeks to serve. - The
open spaces of Canada for the bhoys and girls that
come daily from our schools in search of a place
t0 earn an honest living, means, if it means any-
thing, that except ab a price the open spaces of
their native land are not for them. They can have
the vote at 21 ; butb for a piece of ground on which
to build a home of their own they must cross the
sea. How long do the politicians who defend
this one-gided arrangement expect it to survive ¢
While it lasts gaunt poverty will have its say-in
the argument and play “its part in the gathering
forces that are notv slowly making for a political
upheaval of one sort or another.

Full political freedom has now been won and
the masgs of people everywhere and in all gircles
are asking, what next ? In the wide and ever
widening field of human desire there are many
things to remedy but the problems of industry,
of work and wages, overshadow all other strivings.
And this is as it raust be, for the intellectual and
the spiritual life of man iz based onm his animal
nature. Food, clothing, and shelter are the primary
necessities of life, and the bigger the struggle for
these  daily needs ” the less mental energy there
is for higher aims.
satisfactions is mot with nature but with the law
and practice that withholds land from use.

The struggle for these material -

The much talked of partnership between capital

and labour, between employer and employed, is, as
things are, a mere platform gesture quite unrelated
to the teaching of political economy. Yet with
land monopoly out of the way there would be
nothing wanting in this geod intention but the
will to peace and progress. Population, industry,
enterprise, public expenditure and good government
can only enhance the value of land and speculation
in this increment is the check to new production.
The Taxation of Land Values will make an end
of it and so open up the road to the solution of

the b1gger problems of our day and generation.
J.P..

The Labour Question. An Abridgment of
“ The Condition of Labour ** by Henry George.
Harry Llewelyn Davies Memorial Edition.

Price 3d. ({ostage 1d.) !
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TO THOSE CONCERNED
May wo romind all enrnest Triends of the jomrnal

that the Sustention Fund is sl open for their

confinued support. It i3 fr%h’ w(mted Land &
Laberty oo t in all our work and that it alone
makss  poss co-overative effort in all other

sation Fund has been of good

few vears and this call i8 to

directions,  The Sus
service these pash
former subsoribers who have not yet contributed in
1997 and to sl othars who desirs to see Lond &
IP.

will msintained.,

Laberty

Atisk nowspanars

:, Charles H.

hhc iy pre-

g ed a Temperance Birice

anend from politics Mr Price has wwed from
ealth and miay not take any risks. As a

wman of the Land Vaives Creup in. the
s‘}i?m;q. hig name will be for ever associated
H i} rodaihis wnd in:.h.%.w:l his ardent
{berty, dnd 1§ ever koon o lespn Of
rens of the eanuse.

5 ¥ Ed

s printad and 1§ circalating
fing of Henry (eorge’s © Piogress
!i ias 1ow in hdnd the publication of
i m»s s;piw redicsd o 32 pages, which we
available at 3d. per copy. He bag also

itted S0.000 co pies of the lectiire
bo pring 160,000 more. It i3 intoresiing
Atkinson bas recently purch ‘w{hd

' .“TI’iBWOhi, whers Mr George
Jfaam’aer and other of his works.

3 # *

ariton. Is the Comniy Treassurer of
Fhe loesd paper had a pice reference
to our okl £ » ovcaston of his eightieth birth-
dav. WiH d (\p(’zmﬁgzg fr Charlton
sty poknow L the courbesy in a half-column etter
i aph to the nrgency of
Hirk *éhe eounbries where ladd

a2
ZHH 3{‘
SEGerh Wil

B James

Houston, Tex

Tie Fuling J. Pikler was in London for 4 few days at
the endd of Ootober as the puest of Mr Louis P. Jacobs
and has had interesting conversations with a number of
friends on questions relating to the land value policy.

% % %

Aceording o 1.h0 Western: Mail, st Septemlaer
“ Ll E"‘mlﬁ, of Sutherland’s edtates emb; wco 1,178,300
acves, of one-sixiesnth of Scotland.”

OBITUARY

n tils death of Jotin Dowsor, which took place at his
home in Eivergool, on 23rd Ocidber, the Henry George
Movementhas logt an abie and highly respected adherent:
He was 81 vearg old; and muiniained hiz interest in the
news provided by Lend & Liderty, all theough a lons
and i.z'vh‘;;_f ilness.  As his daughter writes, the Gauss
life. o John Dowson for many years
i use of the journal, sending several dozen
maonth {0 intimate griemf!_ﬁ and to strapgers
» bl canss his own,
well and

WEGLL

Cnok enly

LAND
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“BACK TC THE
By Louis F.
{From an unpublizi

“ Back to the lind »” msans more than “ back to the
50il,”” more than away from the oities and towns and
back to the farms. ] ;

Y& micht have meant only that $0 Horace Greeley
bad the phrase béen curs'ﬁ'zti' in his tithe ; for fies soil
at the Awerican frofitier was what he alluded to in his
once fandts bub new ob\nl{‘i(; advice to yoling mefn to
“Oo West 1 :

Buch, too, may be its meaning to popular spealwers

and writers and their thoughiloss auditors o Toaders,

But those words have a broader meaning, & meaning
wore u}mg**{=né=n51ve and modern sad bettef stited g
tie fdf'?.; that Lind is the one thing necessary for ail
- plone the primitive in [ wouderafe or 2071
c*niihu bt alse the highly spevialized and organized
i manfacturds and commercs.

Business inen recoghize this comtprehieiisive mearing

“ bk to the land.”” Though they know not the
phrase itself In any other sonde than as an allusion to
a.ﬂlcultum.l fand alons, +hey understand and profis by
what is invelved in its brosder meaning. )

And ail that ordinary busiuess men yaean when thes
search for “ good locations,” all that land speculaiors

mean when they boast of iheir “ confidence 1 thd
growth of localities,)”” all that greal capitalists measi
wh en they scheme wibh governdionis for grants of

“ undeviloped * habiital rasources; is oomprohended
in the phrase; ““back to the land:” This is whab
Henry {loorge micant when i the 80 he republished
the memorable pastoral address by Bishop Nulty of
Meath in whieh the vphiase was wttered firsl.  Thab it
maant this fo the venerable Irish Bishop himself
plain enough from tho fext of hig address

¥ Back to the Iamd 7 omeans what
meant when he wrote Progress and Poverty.  1b means
by the sadl, nob only do nadnrdl resturdes, not
alone from downs and citdes to Taraw, ot By o mioderately
fortunate {ow ; # means, as well, back from the sustom

and monopolizabion, baswx from the grindiag
z;r; au that land monopoly breeds and nuﬁm'ns,
sack from the conseguend efc;;iostatu}n of lahour; bael
:fmm poverty in the mickst of plentv—from : Al 1
“ back o the land 7 in 0% der to open Tair i ()ppoY urn TN
for the full enjoyment by all tle people of &li the
Benefits of advancing indsstial procesdss. Not 3: ek
to the land 7 fof 4 primitive lite for any ; bt forwatd,
through restordtion of the lind, to civilized and eiviliz 1130'
Hves for all, &

In associating this comprehensive meaning of * back
to the land > with Henry eorge, there it no thought
of chaining 50 gzreat a gospel to any wiat’s dltar. No
appeat should be made to him ag 30 ond in dnthority,
o7 as an original Inventor or K!N nverer, or thé founder
of a cult. With {fow ex periences was he himself 6éver
80 fmpaliont as with conwn 5 for his priority bi the
fivveniton or discovery of the substance of the civilizmg
message his ndme is identified with. He never claimed
that message as bis own, and never sgo regarded it.
He had 10 otbet solititude about it than that ih(* people
should see it, undsrstand it. and adopt it as theirs.
Whether this werd With oredit to him or no, was nes
alone hiz least condeshi v it coficerned him not a6 all
The reiationshiy which Henry Gsorge regarded himsot!
ad holding to il msssay o ?mc:lmmn& was siaply

,i--i cnry (eorge

o

ot

L “-ié? b

Hob g soere

e
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mere formt of land tenure ; nor 4 programme of sooial
THeonSEr oG, fﬁi are copsidered a8 methods for
realizing the objoch, but quite anothor thing i3 the
object iuself, V& hat that object i3 may be inferred
from the riddie that Progress and Poverty attributed
to the Sphinx of ifate. I may take this form: “Why
dous puverty persist with progress ?”

‘That is the soonomie probl
the labowr problem, the tusin
problem, the social problem,

Not why poverty peisisghs, be it observed ; bub Why
it perdists with progress.

in other words--and this we all know from obser-
vation or experieuce to be the fact,—Why dobs povarty
persist in the midst of abiundant and constantly in-
creasing Wealth and wealth-producing power ¥

* * ® )

Touls F. Post writes to Eand @& Liberty en bohalf of
himzelf and Mrs (Alice Thatcher) Post: “ 1 have
heard about Mr Hendessy’s trip to your side this
summer, and assurances come of the succest and high
promise of the Henry Gecrge Foundation Convention at
New Tork last month, W{; had a dolighiful brief visit
from our Dazish friends, Mr and Mrs Jakob B. Laxize,
who were in attendancd Bt the Convention.

“ My Basic Faets of Beotiomics is already otit, and on
‘E‘h s shelves of more thah 1,000 public Libraries. By
Ootober it will be in $he hands of 4 thousasid or more
Universities, 1§ hope it will séive a tdefudl purpose.
The Prophe of Sen Franeiseo, my last job, condensed
Ly about 50 per cent, is In the hands Jf a piblsher with
a fair prospect of his putiing it into print and apon the

market, in all this work Afice has boer my indis-
jensable helpmate. The fiest edition of Basic Facts is
nearly exhau&tvd, and we arc expecting to get oub &
second early in the year.  Wom L. Johnsow’s Afy Stor
i Hkely to have a scoond edition (bhe fiedt being exhausted
in the early fnture, of which the serial publication right
as hoon nma‘!rm*d by a Cieveland publishes.” The
bher concluded with a message of warni greeting to
all friends on this side,

A LANDLORD CLAIM

. In ihe i lrh wh of Justics, Cmuncnry Divigion, on
15tk Gcotohe B Justios Tomlm gravised Lord Tecod-
field and Bid desisnt, ¥ Thomas }?f)(ﬂ att injuncticn
against fowr persous 1o restrain them (fhed defenda Jatd
mch of them from trespassing by fishing. in the western
portion of Dérwentwater, frow taking and carrymg away
y {ish reffom, and from mterimﬂmg with or in dny
i hitidering the enjoymient, use, aiid oceupation by
the plamtifis “of their rights of ﬁshmg therein.

Mr Avcher, K., ampeannﬁr for the plaintiffs, said
careful investigations had-becn madeé of the title of
Lord Lecotfield back to the reign of Edward TI. The
strength of the plaintiffs’ case wids that, whether the
fishing was a several fishory or apputtenint to the
land, it belonged 6 Lord Lecoufield; the title to ths
hshmgz and 1o the land having both been vested in the
Pereys, from whom it had passed to the Wyndhams,
and o to Lord Leconfield.

The achool geography books 4ell us that Derwentwater
‘s one of the Lakes of England, and beys and girls are
taade proud of their hmlhmo I'E fieachers were perm]tted
todrop even a Lint about these pr posterons legal claims to
private property in lakes, rivers, lands and other natural
vesources, we should by this time havs pubhe opiniori
deterriinetd to repudi&ts them and aweep them away,

A Fres wa af ”iﬁ%né

665 problém, the political

1id

; Liberly ”' i an
il

InvHation ﬁza bessms 5 Su ‘zéﬁn . Woninly
3d.: by Post 49, per Annuim,. ”

, the m(iuatna,l problem, -

THE LABOUR PARTY'S SURTAX
PROPOSAL

A Criticism and a Letter from

Mr Philip Snowdeén _

In' the [frish Weelly of #th October, the Seottis
Corvespondent, My 3. 1. Derrick, had a conside

crit' sismr of fhe proposal of the .a,buur Party in ley

“urtax T or ’mw{ intomes, the © suet being

astimaied to yield £ ;{}{})f.k?i} a vear in addition to

veisting ineoms ta

“Inder present conditions,”
My Derrick wrobs, semd o Subsistence level and
the real Labour polis to reverse bhat coonomic
tandengy. Instead of slicing lanps off bw ineohes, lei
the Labour expests produce a legislative proposat to
prevent thew: being obiaied, A tax on economic rent
forcing  all valuable natursl vesources indo uwse would
ocengion thousands of new jobs, and the dolving thus of
un(lznploy'nwm winzied 3 prosend tenden
: to fall M mer » poinl. The tuss
ds mesns that the
The yield from
1 in 33248

3

(inn the
ideas)

it was wp to ds. 6l ¢
shape of surbax and » ;pvr' b amd 2 3
do theé first thing that is necessary fo wm-:;é; mzm,mh‘
and that is to force useable | land inte use. Most of
the existing taxes ate ghiftable. The tax thal cannot
be shifted is one on economio rent.” )

Mr Deorrick seut ihe Trish Weslly conbaining shis
article 4o Br Philip Hoewden, M.P., with an sccom-
panying letter
JBir Philip Snowden, writing Trom Bden Lodg
Tithtiry, near Farubam, on i0th Cetobet, roplied :

“1 thank you for your letber and the copy of the
Irish Weekly eontuining yonr comment on fae suriax
proposals.

“T have had nothing to do with pre pa,rmﬂ this schere,
but I take it thab i ismore a :ml wioa than a da tA ;Eed
plz'i,n Wo have the assurance

the Inland Bevenue have estin éd fap Wi
taxation of oo

sonal invomes ab sighty-five milbons, ¥
B0 Ew g Eﬂrc.a,m o,
hio ta

YOu 8

“ T dm quibe wit :
WS DUVer

réih; and the u
with the bapic
port and the open

Tt was noied at hm [RERTE
pr!*sent at the iom of she L
Cénferende (: ml sbobor); when the surbax
proposals were « But that is neither here sor
there, The impo: mat Tiattir is o have one more
emphatic declaration frorm Mr Snowden that hié realizes
the urgerey of land value taxdtion, with which he is in
efitire agrecment.

: 4}; of mumry distiiets.”’

boir Party’s 33]&(.3\1')4501

What is the Smglaa Taz ? By Louis . Pt)«,t
Onie of the series of Outlines of Social
Phale%p‘?x g published by the Vanguard Press,
New York, and writien b‘a‘ request. 123 pages.
Price 2s. 8d.  (Pastage ’fi)

The Story of My Dictaters hin,

]%\Mtps and Tgnatius :

By Lewts H.
The Tazati
With

1ichabls

‘;Ion g af ‘( on ( ;m i

that Mr Snowdeh was nob
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THE TRUTH ABOUT LF’&B(}UR-AND HENRY FORD ON PROSPERITY

THE BATES
By George Horwill, B.Sc.

(From an orlics in the Birmingham © Town Crier,”
) 215t Oclober)

Tt §s very easy to lower the rates if the results of snch

& CONrss  ars
thousands of BOU

lected.  We could save probably
overy year by reducing expendi-

ture on cleansing, drainage, health scrvices, ete. Bub
i# this were done the actual cost to many ratepayers

in dissase and death would be so ger
gitizen would quickly feel the bad effects,

Thorefore the © Keep-down-the-rates ¥ cry would, if
gazried to the absurd length which some vote-catehing
gponkers assume, soon result in an increase of rates in
arvder to remody its bad effects.

The Labour Party advocates neither an absurd
keop-town-the-rates-at-all-costs pelicy, nor a {foolish
raise-the-rates-for-any-secheme policy. lLabour insists
shat il sovial services which improve the health and
efficiency of the citizens—such as housing, health
sarvices, education, etec.—should be financed from the
rates bocause it is sound investment, ultimately being
the most economical form of expenditure, and, in the
long wun, actually saving money for the ratepayers.

The rating system propesed by the Labour Party
would permitratos to belevied on the site value of the land.

An idea of the difference in land values mav be gained
by comparing building land in the suburhs, where good
roads aiready exist, selling for 3s. Gd. to Bs. 6d. per
guare vard, with land within hali » mile from New
Street Station, which is sold from £10 to £20 (or even
higher) per square yard. These fignres do not include
the cost of the buildings on the land ; they refer solely
o tho site.  Surely the City Council is entitled to obtain
pates from these sites as distinet from any rates which
may be levied on the buildings.

us that overy

KEIGHLEY, YORKS
Land Value Rating Resolution

At the meeting of the Keighley Town Council on
27th September, the following resolution moved by
Alderman Dickinson was passed by twelve votesto two :—

“That as the present ineidence of rating presses
hard on the working-class population as well as upon
industrial concerns, and as the value of land rises
with the sutomatic growth of population and is
therefore a communal value which sheuld be available
for public purposes, this Council urges the Govern-
ment to introduce legislation to empower local
authorities to levy local rates on site values instead
of the present inequitable system.”

Bexhill-on-Sea has under consideration the purchase
of the Town’s Pavilion with some adjoining land. Tn
a letter appearing in the local paper, the Bexhill Observer,
Mr H. H. Pain writes :—

« ¥ take the opportunity to snggest that it is high
time that the basis on which that property is assessed
should in equity be revised. At present the gross
estimated value of the Pavilion is £300, and the adjoining
land with beach cabins, tea rooms, ete., is £50, or £350
in all.  On a 3 per cent. basis this has a capital value of
£7,000, but as both vendor and purchaser have agreed
that the property is worth £44,500, why not assess it
a4 that value, and so bring into the municipal treasury
the anmmal sum of £2,250 instead of £350 as before
menbioned--less the ususl reduetion to neb taxation
value ¥ :

In Henry Ford’s latest book, The Great To-day—The
Groater Future, is the following striking passage which
should give people something sericusly to ponder.
He writes -— .

“ Congider o few fundaimental principles . —

“ First, why should we ever have prosperity at all
Prosperity being the casy and wninterrupted supply of
necids,—and the needs of our people being normal and
varied,—and the means to supply these needs being
ample,—with a surplus left over for those afar whose
sources of supply have not been developed, the more
logical question is: .

Why should we ever be without prosperify ?

“ Hven in ‘ hard times’ we have every element of
prosperity, so that the puzzle is that we ever should
have to endure ‘hard times’ except through bad
management of our affairs.

“The economic basis of prosperity is always
present.”’ :

That is well put. On the one hand, we have the
active factor in wealth production, that is, Man with
all his ingenuity, training, and experience, plus the
accumulated knowledge and experience of the past
available to him ; and, on the other hand, the passive
factor, this Planet, the source from which all wealth
in the past has come, and from which all wealth in the
furure will come.

The needs of man in the future can only be supplied,
as they have been in the past, by the active partnership
of these two factors.

Henry George drew a graphic liftle picture of the
position thus :—

. “Itis a well-provisioned ship, this on which we sail
through space. If the bread and beef above decks
seem G0 grow scarce, we but open a hatch and there
is a new supply, of which before we never dreamed.
And very great command over the services of others
comes to those who as the hatches are opened are

R

permitted to say, ‘ This is mine ’.

In “ hard times *’ we have the spectacle of armies of
men memployed, and yet staring them in the face is
the partially-used source from which all the requirements
for the satisfaction of their physical needs may be
obtained ! .

If men are idle i is due primavily to the fact that
land is idle, And why iz land kept idle, or only allowed
to be partially used ¥ Because of bad management of
our naticpal affairs in permitting the private monopoly
of the source of all wealth.

Land Values Taxation is the key which will unleck
the hatches under which are stowed the inexhaustible
riches of the earth, and which the so-called owners are
now able to withhold from their fellows except on their
terms and conditions.—T'he Standord, Sydney, August,
1927. :

By Henry Grorge

Procress anD Povirry: An Inquiry into the Cause of In-
dustrial Depressions and of the Increase of Want with
Increase of Wealth—the Remedy.

Bagot Edition, i0d. post free.

Kegan Paul Edition, paper covers, Zs.

Everyman Fdition, doth, Zs., reinforced cloth, 3s.
Abridged Edition, doth, Zs.

ProtectoN oR FrEE TRapz- An Examination of the Tariff
Question with especial Regard to the Interests of Iabounr.
Paper covers, [s. 6d. Library Edition, 3s.

From our Offices,
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WHAT THE BRITISH LEAGUES ARE DOING

; EHOLISH LEAGUE: Frederick Verinder, General Secretary,

276 and 377, Strand, Londen, W.C.2.
Novemerr MurTINGs

Fri., 4th.—Balham and Tooting Young Labour League :
¥redk, Verinder, * Young Labour and the

Land Question.” ) .

¥Fri., 1ih.-—Ashford (Middlesex) Labour Party : Rb. Hon.

' J. C. Wedgwood, D.5.0.,, M.P.

Distributists’ League, “The Devereux,” off

Essex Street, Strand : W. R. Lester, M.A,,

“ Bingle Tax Principle and Policy.” 8 pan.

Th., 1Tth.—Edgware Liberal Association, Whitchurch

Institute, Whitchurch Lane: -Fredk.
Verinder, * Edgware and its Land Values.”
8.30 p.an,

Hun., 27th.—Neweastle-under-Lyme : Rt. Hon. J.
Wedgwood.

Mr G. A, Goodwin, C.M.G., whose pen is. always busy
in our cause, has issned another of his useful and informing
llustrated folders—on * Blums.” He reproduces, from the
Ordnance Survey Map, a section of the map of Manchester,
showing an area of building land lying vacant in 1926, The
City of Manchester covers 21,680 acres, of which 2,000
acres (9°22 per cent) are unused and free from rates.
Copies may be had from the League Offiee. Tt iz just the
thing to enclose in letters. ,

The President contributed an aviicle on < Land, Taxation
and Co-operation’ to the Septomber issue of the Sheffield
Co-operator (circulation 30,000),

Mr Louis F. Post sends a weleome letter to the General
Secretary, in the course of which ho writes: “Y congratulate
you all on the other side of the deep, dark sea upon the
progress you are evidently making., Remember me cordi-
ally to our mutusal friends with whom you come in contact.”

Mr Stanley Udale, a member of the Executive, is making
an oxtended tour of the Tnited States, during which he is
meeting many American friends of our movement.

Groups of members of the League in more than one
district are getting together with a view to arranging for
the inserfion in loeal newspapers of small advertisements,
at regular intervals, to call attention to the work of the
League. The cost is small, and the example iz worthy of
imitation. The General Secretary will be glad to hear from
members who can help in this effort,

Mr G. Linskill has had useful letters in the Grimsby
Telegraph and the Grimsby News. : .

Information as to the selection of candidates for the
cormning ‘L.C.C. Election will be gratefully received at the
All ecandidates should be promptly ques-
tioned as to their views on the rating of Land Values.

It is hoped to arrange the autumn meeting of the Central
Counecil of the League soon after the re-assembling of
Parliament. o

Camparexy COMMITTEE

The following meetings have been arranged by the
Committee. Readers of Land & Liberty are asked to note
the dates of any meetings in their own locality and to do
all they can to make them a great success.

Nov., 3rd—Hampstead Eabour Party, Subseription
Library : 8ir Edgar Harper, F.8.1., F.8.8.
8 pm,
» 6th.—Apolle Pisture Palace, Merton Road, Wimble-
don (Labour Partv): Rt Hon. J. C. Wedg-
wood, 12.8.0., M.P. 7.30 p.m.
v 6th.—Nuneaton Divisional Labour Party, Picture
Houge, Market Flace: Counecillor Austin
Brook, M.A. (Cautab.), 7.30 pm.
» 11th.—N. E. Bethnal Green Labour Party, 18,
. Vietorias Park Hcuare : Alderman F. C. R.
Douglas, M.A. 8 p.m.
v 18th.—Oxford University Labour Club, Friends’
) Meeting House, 115, High Strest: Ré.
Hon. J. C. Wedgwood, D.S.0., M.P.
8.15 pm. .

Nov. 20th.—8toke-r-Trent  Central
Quern’s Hall, Burslern: Rt. Hon. Wi,
Graham, MA., LL.B., MP.  (Andrew
MacLaven, M.P., in chair.) Community
Singing. 7.30 pao.
vs 20th.—Bow and Bromley Labour Party, Bow Baihs
Hall: Bi. Hon. J. €. Wedgwood, D.5.0.,
M.P, 7.43 pam.

» 20th,—8. . Leeds: Labour Party, Miners® Institute,
York Hosd, Leeds: Ben. Riley, M.P,

. 25th.—Sheerness Trades Couneil and Labour Party,
Wheaisheaf Hall: Rt. Hon. J. ¢ Wedyg-
wood, 13,3.0.,, MP. 7 p.m.

25 25th.—8hrewshury  Labour Party and  Trades
Councit : W, T, Kelly, M.P.

» 28th.—Mile ¥End Labour Party, Labour Hall, 133,
Btepney CGresen:  Alderman F, . R.
Douglas, MA, 8 p.m.

2nd.—Chepstow  Liberal Association :
Raoberison, FR.GLS.

»r 4th—Reading  Trades and  Labour Council,
“ Olympia,” London Street : W. T. Kelly,
M.
" 4dth.—West Teeds Labour Party, Palace Picture
Hall, Armley: Col. J. C. Wedgwocsd.
Orchesira.
. 4th—Heywood and Radeliffe  Labour Party :
I3en. Rilew, MLP.
” 1Tth.—Middlesbiough, Victoria Fall, Finthorpe
Rowt: R, Hon. J. C. Wedgwood,
D.S.0., MP. 8 pm. _
' 18th.—Rochdale Trades and Labour Council: Ri.
1928 Hon. J. €. Wedgwood, D.8.0., M.P.
Jan., Ist—Liverpool, Stadiwn : Ré. Hon. J. C. Wedg-
wood, 13.8,0., M.,
o 8th—Portsmouth : Rt. Hon. C. P, Trevelyan, M.P.
’s 18th.—FLeeds : Ashley Mitchell.
» 25th.—Stoke-on-Trent, King’s Hall:
Philip Snowden, M.P.

Feb. 12th—Burslem, Queen’s Hall: Rt, Hon. J. C.
Wedgwood, D.8.0O., M.P. ~

» 26th.—Edmoenton Town Hall: Rit. Hom. J. (.
Wedgwood, D.S.0., M.P.

Mar, 2nd.—Bediord, Corn Exchange: Rt. Hon. J. C.
‘Wedgwood, D.S.0., M.P.-

. 4th.—Chesterfield : W, Whiteloy, M.P.

» 1lth.—Keighley : Rt. Hon. J. C Wedgwood,
D.5.0., M.P. _

» 18th.—Broxtowe Division of Notts : Rt. Hon. J. C.
Wedgwood, D.8.0., M.P. _

» 25th.—8toke Newington: A. W. Madsen, B.Sc.

Literature on the Taxation and Rating of Land Values
will be on sale at all theso meetings, Other mestings are’
in course of arrangermeont: -

SCOTTISH LEAGUE : Wm. Reid, Seeretary, 67, West
Nile Street, Glasgow, C.1.

Ag these notes aro being written the Municipal Eleetions
are entering on their last phase, and will be decided on
Ist November. Our President, Bailie Peter Burt, is one
of the candidates who is seeking re-election, as is also Mr
Alexander MeGregor, who was responsible for hawving the
last Conference on the Rating of Land Values eallad by the
Glasgow Corporstion on 18th November, 1926, The issues’
are muddled and mixed. Following a propaganda initiated
by the Glasgow Herald for sn economy campaign, over
70 firms have signed an appesl o the electors to voie
“ only for those eandidates conscentionsly pledged against
any inereases in rates.” We hope 1o get an opportunity
later to show some of the signatories how they would
favourably be affected by the vating of land valuos., Mean-
time, there seems little in the Dleetions exveps the clazh
of conflicting inverests. The isme is made owb to be
Bocialism. versus Anti-Jocialism, with cormomon sense lefi
cut in the cold. The Leagus will do 1is best to see that our
question is kept in the daylight, and cur friends supported,
There are two vacancies and three candidates in the North

Labour Party,

Deec., T. Atholl

Rt. Hon.

. Kelvin Ward which Bailie Burt is contesting. We hope
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t+o find him at the top of the poll.

meebings mentioned in Scottish Notes, Oectober
] Liberty, have continued i the Rooms, 67, West
Nile Sireet, Glasgow b Friday evening ab 8 pan.
While sttonsdances have nob Beeh anyihing about which a
epmplaint could bs wmade; ws should b pleased to see
All ars invited, whether members or

&

non-mernbers. L
e spenkers ab the Ledgue meetings have been Mr A. B.

S on. Y Banking,” Mr Alex. Mackendrick on “ The
tienl Feonosny,” Mr Willlam Reid on ¢ Vahiation,”
Wir Wiliiam MeLennan on  Land Values in Theory and

 and Mr A, S Mingie on “ Trads Unions and
Tand Valoes?” ] :

Referring to the offérs made o Branches of the: Masional
o of Railwayinen, an aitenpement has besn made
a thirsyanmube address to Polmadie No. 7 Branch.
a8 MacDonatd was die to speak o “ 1 ight and
Weoty Methods of Taxabion ” §6 the Hillhead Lik ’
20th October, bus was foreed to posipone his address for
th,  Kady in Novetdbetr she Hon. Treasurer 1:3
to speak to the Mradestor, Liberals, and the
w B0 the Catheart b Leagne of Young

iy

Sranch,
During the pash mensh My J. 075, Derrick has
to the 8t Charlos Catholic Young Mens Society.
spapet cotfespofidencs has cordbinued without any
wnont in the sonth just elgsed. A sorrespondence
pon Mr Philip Snowden and Mr J, 071, Derrick was
sod in the Clasgow Hwening Neows and Dty Record.
the lather newspapcr the Scerebary had 5 letter inspired
iy o leadere s Agriouitiral Question. M Alexandér
Carapheli planatory athicle in the Kilmarnock
Standerd, Mr. Alexander Mackendrick opened out once
ase i the Scols Observetr, os Aid Mr A: S Muiisie in the
Geottish Farmer.  Holding their own, or more,, in the
‘ aper ling were Mr John Peter and M A, J. Macs,
yroaey in Bdinburgly; and the Hatter in Dumbartorishire
papors.
yoRKS AYD NORTHERN LEAGUE : ¥: Skirrew; Seere-
fary, Sompion RBuildings; Bow Strest, Keighley.
Meotingd addrérsed. since bur last reporb have Been &8s
follows =— '
i1h Bept.

Thé Secretary addeessed the Liverpool League.
I56h Willipm Tharnsnt, J.0%, Otley wW.C.G.

eith. ., AW, Dakers, Uox Lodge, I
26, A. W. Tiakers, Bronkbura Streeel, Neweastle,
OG- :
A, W. Dakeérs, Walket,

odad Naweastle, W.C.G.

ggth ., A W, Lakers, Whitehsll Hoad, Newcastle,
WO R
ged Oob, A, W. Dakers, Hoaton RBoad, Newcastle,
1h Ashléy Mitehsil Ladizire FTiaH, Grotono Clidb,
: Kaightéy. L .

15th 4  The Secretary, Keighley 13, W Hd. League.
13th A, W, Dakers, Elswick, Moweastle, W.C.G.
20th  ; The Seeretaty, Netherton, W.C.LL

Press Correspondence : 8" had a lotter in Bank
Officer for Octobér. The Séiratary had lobtais in Yorkshare
Pist oo 5ti. 118h and 17th October. o _

Medsrs Adhloy Mitohell azid A, W, Wadseni adilréseed a
“ Tiboral Conferencs ” at Thutlstcne on 1500 Qelobay,

Theie Svere several Pioss veports in local dail; atid
wedkly papsrs of Mr Azhloy Michell’s spesch ab Keighley
oir thu subjedt of © Madéin Feonoemic Droblenis;’ o

q 7 gne of
the best appesring in the :

Keighley News, 15th Ostobeg =
for deals with other niodetn, problems, Me Mitchell
alivig with what his boileved to bo the shly
e tasation of laid walues. Fhe solutidn,
aping us @ the f{ace. Wi

veal solubia
of eur problemnis, He gaul, w :
had te break ihe land monopoly, and that could be dons
' lues. Huge tracts of land were Ang 1dle,
s wersd held ungil their value: foreed
with the

«

ait that onterprise was
s some of th wh glaring

o Llintamania was beoushd wo by cas

of the speakers in the subssquent diseussion., A vote of
thanks wes given the spesker on the motion of Mr John
Areher, seconded by M Wm, Colema
Bradiord and Keighlay Town Counells
the rating of land velues and ihereliy awakene
thought on the question. W mibiers of the League sve
drged to take full advantage of this runicipal achion.
They kbow wheré to obtain the necessary literature on
the question, for friend and foe atike. Lot uws maintam
and exténd neighbourly comversabions on the Urgeney
of raising local revenls froud the cominundl value of the

Iand.

MANCHESTER LEAGUE : Arthur H. Weller, J.P.,
tary, 5, Cross Street, Manchiester. :

As announcéd in the Teamie Notes lash month, the
Socpotary of the Ledgdh 18 4 candidate for clection to
the Moss Sido West Ward, Manchester City Counecil. He
i5 dosoribed s & candidate with = poliey—* The uhrating
of homes anel industry and the rating of land values.”
As the Manchester Bvening News says: ,%0n this subject
he is an expert.”  In bis modesb, clear and uneompromising
acddpess Go the Blectors; our candidate says:— 7

“ g in sometiines said that the advocates of Lol

Valdes Taxation place tos taiich einphasis bn. this policy ;

thab there are other important questions; such a3 hou

and work sod maintetiance for the unemployd: Wl

objectious come fiom peopls who do rot realize the riaturs

of the polivy and its farreaching sffdcts. The Takdbion

of Land Valugs is not a mere fiscal reform; but. a methdd
by wlhich equal rights can be woovred, Trade depression,
unemployment and poverty ars the evil fruits of an
joiguitous land systers, and these evils are aggravatod
by she present method of focal taxation which penaiizes
industry and fewards roonopoly. Pubiic expenditize on
poverty would vapidly fall 3f cur rating system did nob
pemstiza industry. T4 s becaiuse, I am convinced thab
the firsh gtep towaids beltor s . condibions is a just
“eystern of tomatton that T an ing on thig jssue, T
do ot overlook the other ques iops that eomn Dafora
the ( Cowicil ; I only pub frst things first i the
prder bi finportandd; and iry 6 induce gthers t3 4o the
saxTie;"

Seere-

0 g 2 R B Owen is sching as Klection Agent; and every
ounde of strength is heing puh inbo the conbeshi Meetings
ars sddressed by the Candidate and other speakers nightly,
sletion literaturs is in circuldtion; ard the ward s aiive
with #allk on land  monopoly, on wploymen®, housing,
wiges, sbe. The campaigs has its adform farly figed on
the land and the vacand sites ¢ hester have :
it thé aegument. Mz Weller antd
Bb warmly olivéred 1i their progee
gkt by all municipal yefort ]
bottotn dquos 4 vuidicdl alterasioi in otk mothod of
réiEdig locdl rovente. {Hditor ¥ B & L7)
HIDLAND LEAGUE: Chapman Wright, Secretary; 20;

Cannon Sireet, Birmingham.
Couneillor G, . Sawyer, Labour member for the, Puddes-

who would got o th

ton and Nechslls Ward for the pash gix years in the Birrming-
Tam City, Cowneil, is staniling for re-olection this Noverber, »
He i & bower of strengih for the fand values movement
in the Midlands, and his rétum is confidently expected.
s address to the eléctors strongly arged she case for land
value Tating. “ Unemployment,” he says, “in our city
3¢ s5ilt bad and, like the playing field aiid housing problem,
et ba solved &8 lbhg as riel landovwners @re permitted
10 withhold laiid froin good wse, #nid whén someone wants
to build on it chargd an estortionate price for ii; this is why
wo cannct build to let at o rend & working man din afford
o pay- Rate land valuesz, whether ased or not, so that the
landowner will have to pay on hisz grownd rents and idle
land, this will force all land inth the, market &% a more
ressonablo price and enable the Couneil to reduce the rate
bolow 16s, I have tried my Teut from tine $o time to get
the Couneil to apply for Parliznentary power to raise land
i o now because the

sis are Ieends of the

walued

der of the Sparkbroek and
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Hn Has had the
i .Elt’ﬂ !}'i_m?.d@rs-

I\m
. John Faul d,nti
and of Mr Arthar Weller, J.P. (Manchogic r), Who delivered
valuable addresses at ward moeti Mr Houghton trges
the rad f land values as the o Iution: of the 165 in
the pownd ratod on houses and business premises.

O 21st Getober 4 spoecial 1eeting of the Management
Committes wag called, with f» ; to weletme My Paul
and Mr Madsen, and all wers greatly enoour:zged by the
reports of peogress given by the visitors. The Secretary
reported 1Imt the B lating of Land Values was ineluded in
ihe policy of the Imbour canididaties in Birmingham,

Mr J. Bush, one of the Leagus Committes, wag & Liberal
candidate at Smwethwick and mads our reforin the cliief
item in his poliey.

A% a mesting of the Birmingham City Coiineil on 1st
October & report was received from the Rating and Vilua-
tion Committee; making varicus recommendstions. Coun:
aillgr Haseyer sdid he fedred that more rates would have
to come from the working classes; snd ho would like the
Assurance that any revaluation would ot impose dny
additional burden tpon workmen’s dwellings. Xe also
wonbd like o know whether the rating dnd vaiustion
comniities had considercd the question of “tapping the
value going into the pockets of grourid ldndlords ™
Adderman Willlams, replying bo the discussion, said with
regazid to the question of lead valuation raised by Mr
Bawyer that thoe Committee were gofhg ints ihe whiols
matier, and when they had 4dil the information it was
possible to ghtaing they' would bring. 4. report before the
Couneil for their considersbion.

The Seoretary has had froquent Tatters i the B’r,ﬂn,mgham
Gazetée snd the Teown COrier, atid Mr G: G. Houghton has
ondueted 4 prelonged correspondsiee in thie Birmingho
Adail,  Cur members are invited do thaks uvse of svery
dgpportinity 6 join ia the éffeetive Progs propugands thass
can be made throngh & timel atter tb the Bditer.”
doend sale of a centirad Jaold block of wotad almps
i a6 the corner of E«wpl@ Steeat atel Cherry
Street provides further evidence of Birmingham 1;1,11{1 vakie:
The property covers 260 sguare vards; and the pirchase
price was £26,500,  Alowing for $h wer of the budldings;
the land ;zqu&-m:s b Have boen sold as the rdte of aboub
E250, 0080 per dare.

The Powrn ﬂ’ rer, Brmin
telling seticld in i iasue
about Labovs and the
1 1. Wo weloome thi ifesto for its demiand for
Inpd vahio rdling and Bis dxposition of the case, ¢ The
rating system proposed by she Labour Parby world permit
Totes w0 be lovied on the site valuo of sHe Jand.”

WELSH LEAGSUE : Fustace 4. Davies, Hoh. Secretiry,
14, Pambhroke Terraffz, Cardifl,

The conference of South Wales Rading Authozities to
consider the Cardiff City Councii Resolution has riet yob

as Labovr Weeldy, had
{2 (ke Joev*r ol The jru‘nh
n by Me CGeorge

bsen convendcd, but the matter has again been raised at the

Cardiff City Uouneil and the indtructions to the Lord Mayor
to esmvene @ special confervncs have again been issued.
I appears to have beci a misunderstanding on the Lord
Mayor’s part that no aciion, up til! that time had been taken.

We am: informed by Me T. (J MorTis, & prominent Labour
man who is & membsr of cur league, that the Labour
Candidates at the forthcoming Chrdiff Munieipal Election
have decided to vapouse the cause of Land Values Reting
ag part of their programme, We propose issuing questions
as uzsnal to sl the Cardiff Cendidates, and will repord
fally in next month’s Isgue,

Ty Black Joned of Builth Wells has Lindly supplied
us with veprints from the Brecon and Hadnor Fxpa"ass,
giving the repord of his gpeech at the Liheral Burmser
School st Tlendrindod Wells one the 26th July Iast (eopy
herewith). It is a useful leaflet, and we sze sending our
copies to Libernl orgauizers in thiz Area.

Netober an j.w}rmta.nr s tmf» x>f f)m‘«hﬁ

C2%h

{‘a,d(;z 1.
Labor: ur Pa ;m; b= }&;'u § m"' o ki
has replied 3 y
valus ghestion fxml i}
This should s vongithen ef;ur movelnent in fdm
Valley.

A Liberal M

T3

held at 33
Hhel .
ook & gquantivy of our I
for d;s‘i‘m i;'_ut:ioz at the :

sheg on 24
hoimas, Hon, |
homas, Ho

o Hboratl

lonneilior

cintosh,

nily snrollod aro €
vl and T‘ffr i
‘; of the ™N.1.% 0.

gEt
s oof the €
C‘numr\n f)i i}if

& of ‘,héa
: z!'b lef‘tings
- therewith

'l‘d.lﬂ L?;m lw 5,
with Libe
will o arrange d
Thes fo].luwum" meetings have been addeessed -—
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ery of all aspeots of our reform i a most interesting
is of the attitude of the working man towards sccial,
problems and political parties. Mr BeGuinness is soon o
Lo called on again to deaw on his store of knowladge and
proformd judgments for the bhenefit of our members.

On Zred November we shall have the pleasure of hearing
Mr Canning, one of the well-known veterans of the Man-
chestor League, and, on 9th November, Mr Baier, the
pastor of the Positivigt Choarch, who is also one of our
ernhers, 14 is urged upon all inderested in our movemeant
to make efforts io atbend our weeldy moeetings in the White
Café, and to bring friends to be eonvineed and envolled.

Me . B, Hobhouse, adopted as Libersi candidate for
the Wavertree West Ward in the Liverpool Manieipal
eleations, opened his campaign on 27th September. He

ad the rating of site values. This policy, he said
of Fogt, 296h Seplember), would have the advantage
of making unused land pay rates as well as land usefully
erployed, and would encouwrage landlovds not to leep
bouses empty for sale when tenants by the domen wore
dlamooring for them. On the outskirts of the big cities
the landlords would have to declare the value of their land
antd pay rates on that valuation. " If the eify wanted the
land for roads, sechools, housing, or any other purpose, the
land would be acquired at the same valuation. At present
the landiord paid rates on an agricultwal value of, say,
£40 por acre, but would only sell at buikding value, which
might be up to £1,000 per acre. -

My Hobhouse represemted the Wavertree West Ward
in 1823-24, Mo 15 o partner in the Blne Funnel Line, and
Chaicman of #he Liverpool Branch of the Overseas League.

PORTSMOUTH LEAGUE: S, R. Cole, Hon. Secretary,
1656, Franeis Avenue, Southsea,

On 3ed Oubober, st the John Pile Memorial Rooms,
members of the League had their reguiar menthly meeting.
My ¥, Satterthwaite, who presided, introduced a discussion
on the econormic effects of taxing land values,

On fth October Mr J. H. McGuigan sttended the Sunday
Leoture Soclely and tosk the place of the advertised
Iecturer, who was not able to be present. Mr McGuigan
spoke on ** The Distribution of the Produets of Labour,”
and an interesting discussion followed,

~An economie class has been formod in Portsmouth under
the auspices of the Workers’ Educational Assccistion.
Mr MeGuigan has joined i order to get inte touch with
the people interested. The lecturer has already revealed
hig position by erviticiging the Smgle Tax adversely and
favouring land nationalization. Mr MeGuigan had
“gomothing te say 7 on those matters, and means to do
what he can (as a student) in helping to teach this class.

HIGHLAND LEAGUE: L Maekénzie, Hon. Secretary,
The Arcade, Inverness.

Bailie Jas. MacDonald is ratiring in November from the
Inverness Town Council after ten years® faithful service.
He has done good work and was the moeans of getting
naarly the whole of the Council en his side for the new
system of rating, and although the various national Govern-
ments have not yet adopted it, there are sure signs in the
horizon that in the near future it will hecome a burning
question, and then the politicians will come down on the
side of the peopls. When that day comes Bailie MacDonasld
wilt be remeimbered as one of the pioneers of the movement
for land value rating.

The Inverness Courier of the 18th Oetober had an article
on " Burden of Taxation,” m cowrse of which it says:
< There is wealth of evidence that the great industries
which sve snffering serious loss are penalized hy the burdens
of rates and taxes. Taxpayers and ratepayers, however,
have not veb taken action to ensure that there shall be
imoediate and deastic cconomizing.”

© Dastie economising ” may be very good, but there is a
better scherne whereby there could be a more equitable
dissribution of the burden.  When taxpayers and ratepayers
take action they would be well-advised to insist upon, their
CGovernments malking the change i the annual Budget.

¥ Eeonomizt 7 had some letters in the Highland News
explaining how * wages could be raised.”

MNovenaes, 1927

RECENT PRESS CORRESPONDENCE

The newspaper cubtings that come to us by every post
show in a gratifying weay the sustained activities of owr
correspondents on promoting through the Press o wider
knowledge of land value taxation and free frade in all their
bearings. i ’

One of the most diligent workers in this field is Mr Jobn
Caldwell of West Kilbride, whe has a column every week
in the Ardrossan Herold. ¥roquently he has two letters in
one issue of the paper, so that while advancing his case
he can also turn fo reply to this or that opponent or critic
of the policy he advocatns. Mr. Caldwell's articles and
correspondence in the Ardroszan Herald since the beginning
of Angust would, if printed, rnake a bulky and very inform-
ing pamphlet.

A number of cuttings have reached us of the corre-
spondence that has passcd between Mr J. O. Derrick and
Mr Philip Snowden, M.I’., arising out of an article that
appeared in the Irish Weekly of 8th October. Mr Snowden's
declaration that he is in favour of the taxation of economic
rent, and that this policy was never more urgent than now,
is printed in another column. Mr Derrick has been able
to give publicity to Mr Snowden’s statement in Glasgow
and other Scottish newspapers, and it has been widely
noticed in the TPress throughout the country.

In the Yorkshire papers mamny of our correspondonts
have been active. For cxample, Mr J. K. Musgrave, who
had a prolonged econtroversy recently in the Yorkshire
Observer arising outb of the discussion on land value rating
in the Bradiord City Couneil The step taken by the
Shefficld ity Council to inquire into and report upon Iand
value rating has promotsd some good correspondence in
the Sheffield Telegraph, one of the contributors being
Mr William Craven. TIn the Yorkshire Post the Tree
Trade qguestion bas been up for discussion, and Mr Fred
Skirrel has ably sustained the case for real free trade and
the land value taxation in several well-placed letters. The
Keighley News ig seldom without a letter advocating our
policy, and in the issue of 8th October, * Nota Iene ”
explaing how good roads maintain the value of land; and
how, under present conditions, the Jandowners benefit
financially at the cost of the general ratepayer:

In Lanesshire, Mr D, J. J. Owen has been contributing &

a series of articles to the Manchester City News on systematic
methods of valuing land apart from improvements, showing
the use of land value maps and the importance of publicity
in the work. In the Maenchesier Guardion Mr Owen had a
letter on land value taxation as applied to agricuttural land.
In the same paper Mr E. M. Ginders wrote showing how all
reliefs given in the way of reduced rates and taxes on
agricultural Jand have registered themselves in bigher
land wvalues. In the Co-opwative News ° Thorough ”’
points to the absurdity of an atternpt to draw a line between
“urban ” and ““rural” land shat has been made in the
recent programmes of both, Liberal and Labour Parties.

© In the Midlands, Mr G. (. Houghton, Mr. Chapman
‘Wright and others have frequent letters in the Birmingham
daily and weekly papers.

In G.K.s Weekly of 15th October a Scottish correspondent
with the pseudonym, “ Irish-Glaswegian * effectively follows
up Mr Lester’s two recent arficles in the same journal.
“ Land Value Rating’ is the subject of a letter by Mr
T. K. Jeffery in the South Wales News.

Col. Josiah C. Wedgwood, M.P., had a specially con-
tribated article in a recent issue of the Sheffield Co-operator.
We wore glad also to notice letters by Mr H. H. Pain in
the Bexlunll Observer'; by Mr G. Linskill in the Grimsby
Teiegraph and the Grimsby News; by < Fesole” in the
Banrk Officer, and by “ Beonomist ™ in the Highland News.

My Alexander Mackendriek, in a long letter to the Scots

Obsz answers & correspondent, © Christian Soetalist,”
on his nwn ground.

A comprehensive yet concise article by Mr Alexandor
Campbell occupies the whole colunn in the Kilmarnonk
Standard, and i1s devoted to a positive exposition of land
value taxation.

An all too gentle hint in a leading article in the Edinburgh
Huvening News that land value rating should be an issue
in the municipsal elections called for good letters by “ A
Yollower of Henry George,” end by the. Hon. Secretary
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of the Hdinburgh XLeague. The Edinburgh Hvening
Plesputch gives place to a letter from Mr J. O’Derrick,
reporbing the progress and results of land value rating in
Australisn, Africa and other couatries.

As is mentioned in the Scottish League news, letters
have been written also by Mr Wm. Reid in the Daily
Focord, by Mr John Peter in Edinburgh papers, and by
Mr A, J. Mace in the Dumbartonshire Press.

We should be glad to be kept in intimate touch with the
good work our active Press Correspondents are doing.
There are many more that should be mentioned ; but
we can only make a record from the information that
eomes to hand. We again invite readers who are taking

part in this campaign or who notice a useful letter or
article to make sure we receive newspaper cubtings of all:

such matter published.

THE MUNICIPAL CAMPAIGN
STORE-ON-TRENT

A strenuous campaign has been ecarried out in the
Stoke-on-Trent Municipal Elections, where, in No. 1 Ward,
Counciller Andrew MsacLaren, M.P., has been returncd
unopposed.

Councillor Austin Brook, for six years a member of the
Couneil, fought a vigorous campaign in No. 8 Ward.

The Rating of Land Values held a foremost place in the
Election addresses of all the Labour candidates. Effective
work was done in the contest by the distribution frem
house to house of several thousands of the United Com-
niithee’s new leaflet, *“ A Tale of Two Cities,” print of which
sppeared in the August issue of Lond & Liberty.

_ STOCKPORT

Mr Wm. Noble, as retiring Councillor, has contested the
Reddish South Ward in the Labour interest. Inhis Address
to the Electors, Mr Noble claims to have been faithful to his
trust during his term of office, and declares ~—

“T have frequently drawn altention in the Council to
the monstrously exorbitant prices which have had to be
paid by the town for plots of land required for improve-
ments. There is no remedy for this evil under our present
rating system, nor will land for housing be available at an
economic price while we rate houses and allow idle land to
escape rates.

“ All houses and other improvements should be free
from rates. This would immediately reduce the weekly
cost of a home by one-third, About half the ares of
Stockport is held idle under the pretext that it is agri-
cultural land, while great masses of .our people droop in
slums and overcrowded areas. Because this land is not
put o its proper use it escaped with a mere total of £509
for the year 1926-27, while the householders and other
users of land in the borough paid the encrmous sum of
£357,840 in rates.

“ Rate land on its true value and it will be forced into
Wse for the erection of houses and for industry. Over-
crowding and bad trade will disappear. Land must be
forced into use. In Reddish South Werd, if the people
weore spread out there would be only eight to the acre.
Through land monopoly, great stretches of land are idle,
while the people are crowded together im large areas to
over eighty to the acre.”

CAMBRIDGE

Mr A. H. Peake of Cambridge University, who was a
member of the Cambridge Town Council for the Waxd of
Cambridge Without from 1912 to 1922, has stood as inde-
perident candidate for the same Ward in the November
elections. He has made an active campaign for land value
rating, and in his address to the electors he states the case
as follows :—

“ Our rating system is one of the worst methods of
raising revenue known to civilization, On unused land
nothing is paid ; fully-used land is heavily assessed, together
with all the improvements thereon. This is & direct incen-
tive to the withbolding of land from use. It tends to
increase the price of all'land, snd. forms a hindrance to its
us0 for all purposes, whether for allobments, hotiee building,
or business and. industry.

“My experience on the assessment committce and for
four years as an overeor, hus confirmed my convietion
that our rating system directly aggrevates housing and
unemploymsnt problems.

“TIn thig Loy town eouneils h&ve, as ye‘t, no cheice
in the method of raising theiv funds, Many local sathoritios
have, however, petitiv
the rating law, as to pernit the raising of some portion
of their revenue by » tax on land values. This proposed
change in the law Yiaa hind the support of prominent states-
raen of all partios.

“ Abroad, many townsg have adopted this reform, and
wherever this couwrse has been followed, many foriner
opponents of &he scheme have become enthusiastic
adherents. In the Colunies soveral towns raise practically

the whole of their mumicipsl revenue by taxes on the

capital value of land. Thiz system considerably reducos
the rates for the great majority of householders.

“ At the presertt time a nmuber of town couneils have
this question under congideration. T hope the Cambridge
Tovwn Council will suon be one of these. I mtend to continue
to draw attention to the importance of this reform, and I
ask you to join me in the fight for more just rating laws.”

SMETHWICK
Mr John Bush, member of the ISxecutive of the Midland
Land Values League, stood as candidate in the Liberal
interest for the Soho Ward in the Municipal Elsctions.
He put land value rating in the forefront of his programme,
and made a vigorous campaign for that policy. In his
address to the electors, he siates :—

“ To deal effectively with Housing axp UNEMPLOYMENT,

Municipal Couneils should insist on Parliament grarding

power to local authurities to rate land values. At present |

landowners escape their just share of local rates, while
exacting & heavy toll from trade and industry. Land
Values are ereated hy the people, and should be taxed for
the benefit of the people. The removal of the hesvy
burden of our present unjust rating system from houses,
shops; factories and useful industry generally, and the
rabing of community-created land values instead, would
bring land into the market at a fair price for housing saud
development, give an enormous impstus to trade and
create a huge demand for labour in every direction.”
BIRMINGHAM

The contest in the Sparkbrock Ward, where Mr G. G.
Houghton came forward as independent candidate, provided
the opportunity for much effestive propaganda, following
up the eampaign of the Sparkbrook and Balsall Heath
Rating Reform League which has already collected the
signatures of 1,400 residents to a petition in favour of

land value rating. Mr Houghton has taken the lead in this
educational effort, and his election campaign has been

wholly devoted to it through his meetings and the dis-
tribution of informing literature. His election address
waa circulated to all ratepayers in the form of a neatly-
printed 12-page booklet, from which the following passages
are extracts —

“The Land Monopolists of Birmijngham appropriate
from the people an estimated sum of six million pounds
every year, which is continually increasing. This is equal
to about 1Is. 6d. per week from every Birmingham family
of five persons, the payment being made partly in higher
rent-and partly in higher cost of food, clothing, efe., thus
reducing the purchesing power of every household. My
contention is that ithe landowners, who collect such a
large sum, should at lsast be compelled to make a substan-
tial contribution towards the publie =erviees, and thus
reduce the rates charged to the industrial community.

Ovr Roapways

“ Owing fo the rapidly increasing use of motor vehicles
the streets of our eity are fast reachinrg a condition of
intolerable eongestion. Under our present systern the
owners of land needed for widening, ete., will he able o
take advantage of this position by demanding a previcusly
unheard of price from the Corporation~—thus from the
pecple. The Rating of Coramumity-created Land Values
would prevent the appropriating o themselves of a value
that the Landownors heve pinyed no part in producing,
and by relieving production ifrom rates the purchasing

] the (lovernment so to reforin
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We offer onr h&u' by conﬁr&ﬁuhhum to #r John
Brentoall, B.aSe, mo mber of the Manchester Land
/alues Lﬂa.ﬂ‘u ,whowas eleeted Labour Councillor for the
Mandiey Park Ward of Salford ab a by-election on 19th
Getober. He had a majority of 130 in a total poll of 3,440.

B kS b

Vw mn“vﬁ;m i;fs 'E W, Bia,ck Eones JP., ot his

E;,(» 1 ;m’ 908 Wh; hﬁ undler LhP ‘1 (i ing
wl Policy 7 (i5 i an appesl to she LL}L ral
1 as o special article in the Hrecon and
weas of 4th August. This articls has sinee
heen reprinted as a leaflet for general distribution,

® % e :

On Friday, 11th November, at 7.30 p.m., at the
“ Devers off Hasex Street, Strand, London, Mr
W, R. Lestor, MLA., will adrivess the Distributist Leaffue
{the & Az H f/ekg'y organisation) on the Single Tax
Feaders of e d a Liberty are mvited. Cn Friday,
14th" November, at 8 pm., Mr 4. W. Madsen, B.oe.,
b ill h]} ak at the ¥ Ltns v Ligerary and Debating Socieby,
Pavior’s Hall,

Is any Counbry ()wrpopuiated 2
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THE INTERNATIONAL UNION FOR
iﬁND %’&a‘,ﬂ TAXATION AND
FREF TRADE
11, Tothill Street, London, 5.W 1

ARl readers of this journal are reminded that the ne
Ins.erna.ﬁlona,}. Confercnc( i4a w)moue Land Vaiue ignw )

Our mmourz_r‘ement maile .!a.z,:-s%, month has breen 1»’«':1(-.4;131&' .
by many ecrrespondents and alveady we have aswarances
o¢f stiendance from nwnerous eenfres in Creat Dirila:
aad from the United Staten, Norway, Germany, Ausiria,
Belgium asdd France., Maomborship of the Confevence is

_open to all cnrolled mernbers of the International Unicn.

Ve invite the interest snd co-operation of all concerwed
as we prepare for what e anficipate will be the greaiest
world conference of Herky George adherents that has yet
been held.
¥ * ®

The new print, in pavaphlet form, of owr Memorandurm
to the World Ecopomic Coinference in Geneva is now resdy
for cireulition through the good offices of al! mambors il
friends of the Uumn. This yubhcainon in mope handy
forrn has been decided upon in response 0 Inany wrgend
requests. The pamphlet is available st 2d. per covy, or
12s. per 100, post free. o

s ¥

We haye been cr’mi to recoive s numboer of copigs of the
repring of the Giene YV wrandum  pubiished by the
American Fros Tmf Leagup, This notaﬁ)]@ corrrnendation
of the T\;M i was mentioned In our notos of lust
month. I has by rmght- our isssage into circles that wa
could not have hoped othurwise to reach. It has promoted
somn inderesting inguiries ag o Wha aims and objects of the
Union' and  hag ‘brought soveral new reeruits o our
merbershup roil.

* *
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Last year Mr Carl M s published on his own account
a 16-page pamphlet entisted “ The Real Cause of Unem-
vloyment and the Econcinie Urisis,” striking passages from
which we should be tenipied to translate and reproduce
if enly we had the space gzem;a,ble.

The most recent stateruns written by Mr Marfels is an
article, **The Riddle of #ho Modern Sphink,” ‘appesring
in the Jubileo number of the West German Watchmakers! an
Cloldsmaths’ Journal, puhlished in Cologne, 27th October.
An carnest appeal is made to the reader to interest himself
in the Intcrnational Union for Land Value Taxstion and
Fee Trade and to gtudy the works of Henry George.

* * £

W quote o brief extract from the opening paragraphs —
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-
soriously declined and their standard of life has fallen
siderably as ecompared with the pre-war period. Grest
numhers of phe people are living st mere subsistence level.”
L3 B #

“ Bub the most incomprehensilile riddle faces us on this
refloction: Labour s the only producer of food, clothes
and sheltor and of all other wealth. How, then, is it that
throughout the world millions of ‘people willing to work
can find né work, in other words, have no chance of pro-
duting the means of life and other wealth, while at the
same time there iy widespread poverty and misery and
everywhers a de ' ihe ’
the question of paramount fuportancs and the failure to
auswer it will Tead mankind inio a frightful abyss, of the
terrors of which an wpheaval ke the Russian ‘revolution
can give us but the fainfest conception? o

The solution of the riddlé, as it is révesled in Progress
ond Poperty, is set forth with perfect sandovr to the readler.

‘ ® P ¥

ih of the products of labour 7 This is

We are pleased to announee that on invitation member-
ship of Cofnmittee of the Union has baen cordially aceepted
by Mr Ge H. Evans (United States of America), the
Pregident of the Henry George Foundation ; Mr A.
Diandé-Baneel  (Ieanee), the Seeretary of the 1 snch
Ligue pour Ja Réforine Foneidre ;' aud My Ingjald N ss6m
(Norway), the President of the Norwegian Land Valtes
and Free Trade Leagie. o
Bl s . . .

Tn his inspiring address on “The Henry Georgs Move-
forcign Lands,? delivered on the day of his retuin

ment in Forei )
home from Kurepe ab the Henry (George Memorial Congress
on 14th Hoeptember, in New York, our President, Mip
Charles (PConnor Henmessy, spoks of the TPlgasant hours
he and his pasty speat in company with Mr C. Bramsaaes,
ex-Finanes Minister of Denmark, on the {ran journey from
Aarhus to Hawburg,  Mr Bramsnaes, whose interest in
and devotion fo Land Value T sxation and Hree Trade is
knowa to our voadors, was on the way o Parig to sttend
the 24th Congress of the Interparliamentary Union: H»s
had eeceived “our Memorandum to the (Yereva Economic
Uonference and, expressing a high opinion of it, wished
to se it distributed at the Congress in Paris. The necessary
quantities in English, French and German wore despatched,
and we have singe heard from Mr C. L. Tange, the Secre-
tary-General of the Inter parlimmentary Union (5, Place
Claparéde, Geneya) that all the copies were Placed at the
disposal of the members presen’.

* * * .
rony metaber of Cotnmittes,
has contributed & little miasicrpiece to the literatire of
the movement in his pamphlet The Renaissance of Liberal-
ssm—ths  Emoncipation of Labour, now being sold and
distributed by tho Norwegian League. In crisp and terse
paragraphs that hq}d’”‘_ﬁ}nﬁeaciar’s attention ‘throughout
My Hansen deals with the past achievements of Liberal
thought, and shows there can be no faltering in the advanes
ta’ 'is %o ba any revival of real

o veonomiic freedom if th _
Liberalistn now. The argument for Land Value Taxation
and Free Trade is brilliantly stated. Henry Georgo 'ia
named as the gregtest of the liberstors, and in this firihute
to him and his work a fine passage is quoted from the
obituary notice which in 1897 appeared in the distingnished
jourpal Kringsjoa (literally The Reviewer) from the pen of
i3 editor, the eminent writer, Tambs Liyche.
' I

Mr Tavies Gianpelia, member of the Committee of the
Union, attended the Internasional Congress on Hortioulture
in Vienua on 22nd September.  He add d the Congress,
3 sing &3 the reprosentative of $he Greolk Government ab
wational Uonferencs 'In Chpenhagen last year.
wtional Hortlonlbural Bureau had been proposed
snd he suggosted 1 shouid get o assosiation not only
with the International Agrievttoral Institute in Rome but
also wiil the Literasbional Union for Lavd Value Taxation
and Free Trade i London.  Let them net say that Land
Value Taxation snd iFree Tr had nothing to do with
miture. It was of the grestest importance to market
ing that svery suitable pivce of land should be tade
1the best possible tarms. 16 was to the interest
i maviet gardening that every barrier should bo rernoved

He said to the Protectionists @ “* Let us have no protoctive
tariff, because the number of those who think to gob o
for their products with the help of a tariff is very much
less than those who have to pay Tore, not only for the
imported goods, but alse for home prochuchs, she pri {
which is equally raised through the $ariff. The iner
profits expocted by thoss who think they are prot
ig eancelled out by the gor incroass M the 1
averything.”  To Fres Tracde L 7 Do not loodo
a% she tart? barviers ouwr nei eroeh agains

the hurb of our ox o hiow we erect
internal barriers 2 i
tariff walls in the
capital and conswnption.”
request that ihe mraposad
Burean should affiliate
Valao Tasation and ¥

s on Inbour,
e his

We welcoms the Sepdember-October numb:sy
Sguare Deal published jo Toronio and o i
the long exbract printsd from « '
As roporped elsowhere, the (
wod ot the Heney O

v

¥ork, 126h 6 14th Sepiember, T i How
Barker, and Messrs A, W, Rocbuck and Alan C. Chompson.

£ = 3

Our report of the ovents connncted with the Cormmities
mestings " of the Union in Demmark in August emisted
reference to Dy Otio Kamriz's visit o Odense, whers he
made & parbicular study of the typical small holdings
established n the viciuity {at Nisievgasrd) ander
prdv.i_sit}lls of the law of Ootober, 1919, The nflue
Hadical newspaper Fons Venstreblad of 1Bth Aug
piblished in Odense, gave considerable BPAcH o an inber-
viow with Dr Kavute 2ad made it the subject of o leading
arficle. Dr Xarabe explained how mportand B owass to
the Geran small holdings movemont that they shoubl
undexrstand what bad been done in Denmark, with red
to these special small holdiags, the land being held at s
revisable with'every periodic valuation and under 8 svabem
whereby the holder had all she rights of freshold, land value
apart from improvements going to the community.

gl

VawcouveR (Reuter Telegrum).—A man who nany
years ago refused fo ihrow in a set of harness with 5
team of horges for a site in the prosent city of Winnipeg,
which was recenily valued at 20,000,000 dollurs
{£4,000,000), has died here at the age of 90. I W
Mr. James Clandenning, and the site in question was
twenty acres around what ig now the interséction of
Main Street and Portag Avenue,—London Evening
Stardard,” 11tk October. '

‘ # * *

People who bought plofs of land at Hollywood for
£100 some 12 years'ago have found that it has proved o
very profitable speculation. These plots are now worth
£20,000, and many progpective film actors have made
Iarge forturies in this way.—FLondon Fvening Stondard "
11th Qctober, ’ '

_ * # *

The Brishane Doily Meil, 19th May, reports the cags
of a slum property demolished by fire.” The City Comcil
had nofifted, the owner to demolish it forthwith. Ng
action was faken and g parby from the Council’s Healih
Department called along ene day and put a mateh to
the structure. A correspondent writes : This is how
slems are abolished in Australia.

The Annual Report of the New Houth Wales Fres
Trade and Land Values Leagne, 1926-27, submitted fry
My Hule, telly of & strenoous vear’s work., Tast yoar
four wirdless addresses w given on the gaestion and
its relationship to trade progross.  Uther fouy
swere deliverad this vear which will be published
in the Sanderd from time 4o time,
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS

AMERICA
Henry George Memorial Congress

As we go to press we have reccived the September-
October issue of Land and Freedom. 1% is » production
of remarkable excellence, and the «ditor, Mr Joseph
Dena Miller, is to be highly comp]immats:zi. 1t 32 very
interesting pages are almost wholly deveted to an
aceount of the procecdings ab the Henry (zwz ve Memorial
Cungress, hold in New York on 12th, 13th and 14th
Be Imembei at the Hotel Pennsylvania,

We are assured by Land and Ireedem that the Con-
gress will not soon be forgotten by those fortunate
snough to be present. *“ No more successful convention
has been held in this city in many a long vear; it was
a brilliant and representative gathoring “f the faithful
from many States; many of The addresses were of a
hizh order of merit and some were eloguently delivered.”
This opindon of the Congress is confirmed in a number of
lettors we have received fron friends present who wrote
in terms of great enthusiasm. The chief organisers of
the Congress (Mr George K. Evans and Mr Perey R.
Williams, President and Becretary respectively of the
Henry George Foundation) are to be warmly con-
gratulated on the oufstanding success achieved.

The following message, sent by cable from our offices
in Tothill Street, was read by Mr Frod C. Leubuscher and
grected with enthusiastic applause © ° Georgeists of the
British United Comunittee and the International Union
for Land Value Taxation and Free Trade send fraternal
greetings to  Awmertcan brethren and  ask  Senator
Eennessy to tell the inspiring story of world progress.”

The programme shows there were 12 sessions and
gatherings, inchiding formal luncheons, a banquet and
Memorial lt.xumse% at the tomb of Henry George.
1t was in a real sense an International gathering, with
not only the United States, but also Canada, Denmark,
China and Mexico represented.

At the public meeting on the evening of 12th Septem-
hor the Hon. Charles O°Connor Henzwssy, President of
the International Union, attended, having just arrived
home from bhis recent European tour. He delivered
an address on ‘‘ The Henry (eorge Movement in
Horeign Lands,” whkich made a decp impression on hig
audience. At the same session Mr .Jakob E. Lange,
who has been visiting the United States, spoke on
“ Henry George and Denmark ' ; and with him was
Mrs Signe Bjorner of Denmark, who, like Mr Hennessy,
had only just arrived from KHurope. Mrs Bjérner
addressed the Congress on * The Growth of Georgeism
in EBurope.”

Among the many others who took part in this memor-
able Congress we notice Dr W. B, Macklin, Nankin,
China, the translator of Progress and Poveriy into
Chinese ; Joss Miguel Bejarano, Secretary of the Mexi-
an Chamber of Commerce of United States; Hon.
Lawson Purdy and Hamlin Garland, New York ; George
H. Duncan, Member of the New ?[amps}ure House
of Representatives ; Hon. Edward Polak, New York ;
Mrs. Anna George de Mille, New York ; Will AtL_lnson
New York, son-in-law of Henry George; Hon. Georﬂe
L. Record, Jersey City ; Alfred M. (‘ha,ndler Newark
New Jersov; A, W. Roebuck, Alan C. Thompson,
and Mrg. Christine Ross Barker, Toronto, Canada ;
Hon. Namuel Seabury, New York ; Tolton Ha]l
New Youk; Rev. James O, 8. Hundingdon, West
Park, New ¥York; Dr Mark Midliken, Hamilton,
i 7 Bliss Grace Isa.bel Colbron, New (“mz an; R. C.
Mac ‘u;!m Fhiladelphia ; Frank Stephens, De Taware ;
(3. Oloott, Chicago ; Albert E. Schalkenbzwil, Fair-
hf}p@; Benjamin C. Marsh, of the Farmers’ National

Couneil, Washington; Oscar H. Geiger, New York;
Robert D. Towne, Philadeiphia; Hon. Warren Worth
Balley, Johnstown, Pa.; Charles Le Baron Goeller,
Unien, New York ; James F. Morton, Paterson, N.J. ;
Whiddon Crabam and Witliam Tyan, New York.

The sessional Chajrmen and Presidents at the various
functiona were Joseph Dana Mifier, New York; Miss
Charlotte (). Schetber, New York ; Charles H. Tngersoll,
Orange, N.J.; Frederic (& Leubuscher, New ¥York;
Charles R, Tekert, Pistsburgh; HMen. J. C. Lincoln,
(leveland ;. Fred C. Howe; Herman (. Loew, New
York ; and Miss Ami Mali Hicks, New York.

Hvery aspect of the Single Tax principle and policy
was discussed. We notice such iitles as Practical
Progress in Rational Taxation, The Land Question in
Politics, Pittsburgh Graded Tax, Public Ownership in
Onutario, The Teachings of Henry George, The Land
Problem in Agriculture, Tom Johnson and the Cause of
Yiberalism, The Single Tax as a Moral Question, 'The
Appraisal of Urban Land Values under the Single
Tax, ete., ete.

Land and Freedom, promising further reports in ifs
next issue, prints in extenso the text of the addresses of
Rev. W. E, Macklin on “ Bingle Tax Propaganda in
China 7 ; Hon. Charles O’C. Hennessy and Mr Jakob E.
TLange as above menticned ; Mr Oscar H. Geiger on
 Natural Law in the Hoonomic World ” (a remarkably
able and eloguent effort); Mr Bolton Hall on ““ The
Ways of Workerg”; Mr James F. Morton on “The
Single Tax Movement ”’; Mr Jose M. Bejaranc on
“ Mexico and Catch as Can Taxation ”:; and the
addresses of welcome and inauguration by Hon. Edward
Polak and Mr Joseph Dana Miller,

We hope to recur to the Congress next month and
print at least some extracts from these excellent
contributions. ’

NEW ZEALAND

Local Taxation and Land Values

A further viotory for land value taxation for local
purposes is reported by the duckland Province of 5th
September. The new system has been adopled by the
Waipa County. The report states: “ A poll of rate-
payers of the Waipa County was taken on 4th September
1o decide whether the present system of rating on
capital value (of land with improvements) should be
changed to rating on unimproved value (land value
alone). The proposal to make the change was carried
by 866 votes to 600. There is one small return to come,
and a few votes by decla.ratlon to be counted. These:
cannot affect the result.”

Waipa County, in the North Island, covers an area
of 430 square miles, and has a population of 9,809.
The unimproved land value, as ascertained during the
years 1916 -fo 1922, is returned at £3,469,302, being
62 per cent of the total value of land plus improvements
and corregsponding .to £350 per head of the population.
These figures relate only to the county, exclumive of
boroughs and independent town districts. The policy
has been adopted by =g agricultural and a farming
eommunity. The "total 1ste-revenue of the County
amounied in 1933-26 1o £52,463, and the new rafe on
the capiial value of the land alone, apart from improve-
ments, will be approximately 21d. in the pound.

The Liberalor (Aucl;land) devotes its issue of s
August to an informihg review of the progress of land
value taxation for Tosal purposes in New Zealand.
Since the passing of the first emabling Act in 1886, no
fewer than 141 sucecessiul rating polis Hhave been held-—
in 68 Boroughs, 47 Counties, 25 Read and Town
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Districts and ous Drainage District.  In addition, land
x,d[ﬂ{\ lghp s has been adopterd in 27 places (te 1 Boroughs,

¢ &3, cight Road Districts, one County,
r;-wnsiup) ihint have since been merged

51!'

a.hi one M
into Counties or have amalgamated with adjoining

and in some casos are now rated on land
ements in accordance with the sysfem in
ion in the Borough or Uonnty in which they were
imeorporatod.

The poils taken to reverse land value rating where it
hadd heen adopted number 22, and in 17 cases have been
defeated. In five cases the proposal to rescind land
value rading has succeeded, but in two of those cases
{Mataura and Ranjiora Borough) land value rating has
since been adopted again aund remains in operation,
In one of the five * defeats,” the borough concerned is
now part of Dunedin City, which has not yet adopted
Iand value rating, so that the borough would have gone
hack to the old system in any case. Of the “ defeats ”
this leaves only two very small places, Castlepoint and
Otautau Town Distriet, where the total voting for both
places was 81 in favour of the old system and 52 in
favour of land value rating. This is small enough com-
fort to the ° reactionaries " who search the New Zealand
records for signs of popular disapproval of the land value
policy after it has been tried.

The general position as it was on Ist April, 1926, is
revicwed in the official Local Authorities Handbook,
1927, Land valoe rating was in operation in 51 of the
123 Counties ; in 74 of the 119 Boroughs; in 16 of the
39 Independent Town Districts ; and in 16 of the 30
Town Districts. The population residing in Boroughs,
Counbies, sbe., where land value rating is in foree,

Borouglh
_pius L

ntzbsr 736,!}64 the total popilation of the Domlmon

being 1,399,055,

*w}, stematic valuation made periodically over the
whole country is essential $o the smooth working of
land value taxation. In this regard the system in New
Zrealand leaves much to be desired. The valuation is
“out of joint” becanse it iz not revised generally at
stated pericdic intervals. HRevaluation is made from
time to time and from place $o place, much depending
on the needs of the case and even more on the staff at
the disposal of the Valuation Department. The question
was fully discussed in the New Zealand Parliament on
27th July (reported in the Budget of 30th July), and a
goneral demand was made for a rapid revaluation
throughout the couniry and regular revision. The
Minister of Lands, Mr M'Leod, admitted the necessity
and said that valuations should be reviewed every six
OF Seven years,

DENMARK
Danish Smallholders Reaffirm the
Henry George Policy

A brilliantly attended Annual Conference and 25th
Anniversary Celebration of the Associated Danish
Housemen was held in Aarhus on 14th and 15th October,
at the conclusion of which the following Resolution was
mnanimously adopted :—

“ This National Conference, recalling the resolution
adopted at Kige on 2nd November, 1902, and the
sooial-economic programme ' of the Association
adopted in 1923, submits again to the Legislature its
demand for the carrying through of land value
wxation and free trade. This Conference is of the
apinion that economic emancipation for the working
people ean only be attained by the abolition of
nrotectionist tarifs and other customs duties and by
the collection of communiéy-created land values, as
the veople’s common property, by means of land
value a&\liiOIl

The Counference showed a debermined frount against
suggestions that have been put forward by the present
Government for o cervialn readjnstment of the relad:
between local and national taxation, the result of whic
would be a reduction iy the Jocal taxes on veal estate.
It was this policy which after 1902 caused immense
injury to all but the large jandowners, and the gmall.
helders have made wp their minds that such relisf from
taxation benefiting ﬂv large }andowners at the cost of
all others shall not i?l repeated.

Mr Jdens Holdgaard, M. 2., in his speech, which was
loudly applaunded, said that b1 the words “ land wvalue
taxation and frec frade” they put the social amnd
political programme of ths Housemen in a nubshell
Through land value taxation they would abolish
speculation in land. for the land should be not a source

of rent for capitalistic forces but a workshop for all .

the people. At the same time they were against the
placing of any unjiush burdens on them and demanded
that all customs’ duties be progressively and systemati-

':"ca]ly abolished. Both the larger farmers and the workers

had joint interests with the Housemen because it was
alzo their concern that there should be easy and cheap
access to the land of the country and that all tarifis be
swepb away. It was obvious that the Housemen were
advocating a programme for the whole community, and
he hoped their meventent would also in future infinence
developments in she right direction.

Mr Jakob E. Lange and Mr 5. Berthelsen took part in
the discussions at this Conference, as did Mr Niels Kreder-
iksem, M.P., whose cloquent Address at the Grundsvig
Hus will be remembered by all present at the Cupen
hagen Conference inst year. Br Frederiksen spoke in
the same spirit to big fellow Housemen at Aarbus this
vear, saying ! “ The smaller land user can never think of
making fortunes for his children by engaging in land
speculation. He is therefore interested in easy access to
land for all; and it is therefore natural that Henzy

George’s ideas with regard to the appropriation of com- o

munity-created land values very quickly found approval
within the ranks of the Housemen, who lock only for
the right to carry on their occupation under reasonable
conditions and wish to see that the same opportunitics
are available for the coming generation.”

The Henry George Union

The annual meeting and convention of the Danish
Henry George Union was held on 2nd to 4th Septembar
at Odense. Members from all parts of Denmark
agsembled at the Housemen’s High School, where Bir
Jakob E., Lange is the principal, making their honie
there during the convention and taxing the accommo-
dation of the School o its utmost capacity. It was
the occasion for celebrating the 25th anmiversary of
the formation of the Union. Mr Lange, who had only
just returned from his visit to the United Biates,
welcomed all present, and was himself given a hearty
reception on their part.

Addresses on the matters up for discussion were given
by Burgomaster Markus Hansen, Pastor Willesen, M2, |
8. Berthelsen, Jakob E. Lange, Uffe Grosen and
others, Mr Berthelsen spoke on the possibility of an
early adoption of the full taxation of land values, and
Mr Lange gave most interesting impressions of his
visits to Great Britain and America.

Mr Bjorner, who presided at the opening meching
asked his audience to imagine they were making a torr
of the Free Harbour in Copenhagen and gave & hrmorons
description of the slow, involved and costly process of
getting imported goods past the tariff barrier. Ths
levy of the duty made one addition to the price of goods
but the tariff system incrensed prices many times by
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- customs house

of t‘ade %;' hiew muiﬂ
in the country and esta g angd factories
that made naturel provision for the needs of the people,
they would ¢ du'*e prices much below the pregent amouns
of the duty itself. 18 was the $ tariff system as a system
that put the brake on industry and shub down oppor-
tunities for labour.
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the thought that, thanks o the activ
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raluos principle had been morve thoruughiy
up and down the country in the last year than i nu;h 273
all the previous 24 vears taken Wi
hodies and ¢ mupv had 1 i i
PrOPAgAnL
{ecrge '§',hz'zm'1 ?:-o :

i3 ;"m‘u*;ze‘zi R

w sadd that despite many draw-
s {fnc,mzmged with
ity of their ad-
i the land

]]s?d‘.i‘{
ald in :
would %‘)ﬁ

Tinsfoll i
ally {30 1L IOV OIS b
sir journal
m»fh of sha

enmark

ey had nucccmied
PO §=1u,a,r guostion as
visrence lash yes

s Fiug a,_a:.d
from, abroad
5 O fha, accoant

in i
R
Was ov

in fhat me mma,h!v e
at the Liberty Memesi
would never forges that
they had doecided &his y 5
mittee mesting of the Union in (_:o;_muhag(en, where
]s‘f‘!ﬂ’lli"‘ ary arrangements were made for the nexd
Tnternational Confe 10 be held in Edinburgh m
1029, Their American friends bad promised $o do all
they could to make v of Henry '(a(“O S
adherents ths great wmd el in
Denmark they would o to do their best, so
ijh' i;h*‘-* had won woukl be

'rme(i

he.name of the
o and Free
« to the Inter-
iom and Feos Trade,

E the Tarifl
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realizing that the abnormal duties have s1f= pted an
artificial and uneconomic position. . . As Austes-
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]d!"””b’ responsible for bhie excessive cosb of living, also
for she a?an@ritmih' high costs of lecally nhmu?autu;wi
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Gf frade islikely to be affected adversely. That is bosom-
ing a serfous factor in relation to the *!.ina:.m;i.aj stability

Many indugtries ave in
; serious,  The sttuation
calls for the sorious attention of all parti ithout politi-
cal bias: obherwise nothing bub disaster lies ahead.”
TrTaar - F AT R
NEW SOUTH WALES
T . 3, i o .
The Development of %‘l-’@ﬁf*-’
We are indebied $o Alderman J. . Pirth, Sydnoy, for
& column of the Sydney f

of the Commanwaealth,
< and unemployment

W ormeng f:ufr;fff i 4 Senteraber,
from which we quote —

“ Ones doos nob need & e‘kIO"iw!l im
Sydney “}10""%3““ tomnds
The simple analysis of owr })Gg)hi(uwn
“quarber o tary, for example, prosonts 4
r hfe i‘a 1 !ie feats all the* ¢
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