{TORONTO DAILY STAR:

Hﬂ

bbbk
T

'ﬂ\.....—d

‘&\.

Sat, Dee 18,

1958

Two ep%omte views on the was “completely sold on sub—

problem of slum preventionisidized housing”

after study.

and clearance clashed lastjing ithe city's experience wuh
night at a meeling of the Al-Regent Park.

umni Group,. School of Eco-|
nomic Science. Cont,
Newman  champloned  the!
Meiro Toronio's policy of su

“Police say thay have lecs
Jealiautte in the area mow,
b -teachers say.the children’ are

sidized housing and Robert Déller and people are moving

Clancy,

_director of social.out 1o bhecome taxpayers,” .

studies at New York's Scheol she said. 3

of Aotial Science, supporied!
the “fand tax only” theory of!
econonist Henry George,

Since city plannem adwsed
T8Ea lrmt lowering zoning stand-
lards, she believed some other;

Mr. Clancy invited Toronto' ;method had to be found to

nil Ment
EE’&S commities to 8

redl 1o sel up a Cltl—‘make low cost housing ate
tudy the! “tractive to builders. She ad-

mechanics of shilting the tax! imitted she wads “intrigued”
Inad from bm'dmga to land! ‘by the land tax idea, but

cas a way of s
. Droblem,
‘land {ax theory, which has!
many advocates uua.v“"uut
the world, proved ;nanhcal.\
in several cities in Australia
and in two in Canada-—New’
‘hresim.nater, B.C. and Re-
]gma Sask.
I INew York, to Mr C]ancy,
presenfed a grim pleture of
slum dwellings operated to
some degree by “slumlerds”
who foud quicx profit in
renting substandard housing
to those whose income was
too low to buy a houss.
With taxes collected on
tand valuds only, it would be,
prefitable for the slumlerds
to improve and expand their;
buildings and pay ne moxe
taxes, he sald.
. Con. Newman stated she

alving the slum’ .couldn't agree it would solve
He cisimed the .Toronto's slum problem.
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" public housing alone,

~ must caegursge ::*'n._
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. Toronto will never get rid of
siums by replacinog thesm with,
Controller;
Newman said last night, !
Speaklng to the alumni ef
the Beheal of Ten : Saienve,
Toreuio, she ¥aid that the eity
t build-
ers 1o partleipais in shum elests
aice,
And 2 US. tax utuanty ot~
linad: to the niceling In the
Central YMCA a method of

. gliminating slwms,

“Toronts ean win ifs. war

. agalnst slum lords,™ said Robert

Clancy, of New Yeork Cily, “'by
taxing thelr land. so highly that
they ave forced to put good

. 'butidmys on it”

Mr, Claney, divector of studies

of the Henry CGeorge School of

Scleuce, which spotializes In

' tavatton apd economic studiss,

sald the policy of taxing land.
Theavily . and exempting build-
ings i being wsed to ellminate
slums in mapy Australian and

- New Zealand cllies.

Mr. Claney sald that land
speculation Is public enemy No.
‘1 in the fight agalnst siums
Exempting puiléings from taxa-
tioh =acourages a pioparly
owner to Improve and maintsin
his property and inereasing land

. . tax greates a second incentive
¢ to make buildings .
. © higher revenus, Me. Clancy said,

vield a

Two Canadian cities, New
Westminster and Regina, ap-
plied the iHeory with good
rasulls, ho sald.
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AM Or Hma’"mﬂ%?

) Aciing Mayor Jean l\*eu;-

. mégn last night took issue

e e s T A

with a New York Lousing
expert's chargs that low-

"tental projects “dq not in-

prove poverty but only dis-
guise it

“I am sold.on the idea of
public housing,” Mrs. New-
man said.

“I cannot agree that de-
velopmenis  like
Park are facades for slum
conditions.”

Mrs, Newman and Robert
Clancy, of the Henry
George School of Social
Science, New' York, were
guest speakers at a meet-
ing of the Toronte School
of Economic Bcience,

T IMPROVEMENTS
“Prujeu dweilings have
shown
mentd both socially and fi-
nancially in the areas con-

:cerned,™ Mrs. Newman said

Caliing for private en-
terprise to zolve housing

Regent -~

immonse improves

problems, Mr, Claney urged
Toronto to adopt the New
York plan of higher land

tax and exemnptica on buiid-

ing.

“By raising land taxes
you remove profit for the
speculator and leave the
way f{ree for building im-
provement,"” Clangy said.

Describing housing  as
“Toronto’s number one
problem,” Mrs. Newman
admitled the nesd for
private bmndmg, to lighlen
the load on public projectss -

" PLANNING VITAL

She called for a con-

Ainued highzoning standard

and constant planning as
“gssential 1o the city.”

“Y believe in rehabilita-
tien of greas raiher thag
deimelition when possible,”
Mrs. Newrnan said.

“Abuve ali I feel the time
Has come for public and
private inferesis lo work
together in the interests of
a better Torents,” she said.




