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lmpérialists .and..Protectionisls

EISEWHERE WE give some exiracts from
the: debate on Empire ané Common-

wealth Unity on a motion by Mr. Shin-.

well, [Barl Winterton and others, T
was & curious corobinstion of forces
and remarkable for the gurrender of
those who profess principles of inter-
pationalism and equalily to the Tory
policy of Imperial prefersnce and pro-
feelioniam,  Mr.
chairman of the Administrative Com-
mittee of the Pariiamentary Labour
Perty, said that he did not believe thal
ihe terme protection, tariff reform and
preference had any meaning in the
middig of the twentieth century—appar-
ently more * Meaningless symbols.”
Mr, Huogh Dalion, President of the
Beard of Trade, said thet the Laboor
Party bad nol taken an unreasonable o
pedantically nniform visw in opposition
1o Imperial preference, Evidently he
also thought that there was mo prin-
ciple involved in this -issue. i
Tory bénches Lisui-Col Elliot talked
ol the undjgnified scramble of free

trade, and Sir Edward Grigg referred -

to the words of the Aflantic Charter
as having no practical effect. Earl
Winterton paid complimenis io Mr.
Shinwell end Mr. Greenwood and said
that there was no difference of opinion
between Tories and Soclalists, * at any
rats, the reasoneble ones.”

Leading -members of ihe Labour

Party evidepfiy clherish the delusion

that by.swimming with the current of
events, more State infervention in
irade, they are paving the way fowards
. tha. form of State infervention’ which
théy favenr, Some dey they may
gwaken to the fact that by not fighting
{hé. Battle of. freedomn now, they will
haye dost snch elements of freedom as
we-gtill possess, and will find that.the
éonntry hos been jpnded over to the.
_ tender mercisg of the monopolists who
have consolidiged their position behind
& barrier of isrifis-quotes, marketing
achemes and similar devices for restriet-
ing markets, ralsing prices, increasing
prefits and_exploiting the bulk of the
population.

-Singular Pledges

‘- The exigencies of war may indeed

}hw.e;made it necessary for -all-parties
‘1o collahorste: in the condnfét-o' affgirs

poiicy: to' gelfigh, sectional 1
! 1t after, or -even
Conservative government
1 seeks. fo: extend the policy of
© protection,:what apgwer can.the Lahour
Party make fo:i4? - Indeed, if-there is a
© Labour government. -what - answer

Arthur Greenwood, -

On the -

-anv other.

the next-general election there

. eould they make to iheir opponents i

they were pressed to pui such a policy
into aperation? ’

The Prime Minisjer explained that .

the qualifving words in the Atlantic
Charter—" with duoe respect fo their
existing obligations "—were inserted at
his instance for'the purpose of refain-
ing for the House of Commons and the
Dominion ‘Parlaments the fullest pos-
sikile righta and liperties over the gues-
ien of Imperial Preference, although Lie

was careful to add that * thers must be’

a whole-hearted endeavour, begun in
good time, to promole the grealest
mterchange of goods end gervices
between the various communities of the
worid.” That is a sentiment with
which we coidd in ne way guarrel, but
the debate did not leave the impression
that the Hoeuse of Comimons as af pre-
geni constituted had apy desire {o-make
that endeavour. . -
Money and Trade

‘Monetary policy was debafed in the
House of Commons on 10Hh May on &
moticn approving as & bagis of further

international discussion the principles .

contained in the Joint Stetement by
Experts (Cmd. 6519). It is not our
intention to enter into the details of the
plan  proposed. Rroadly speaking it
involves the esfablishment of ap Inter-
aational Monetary Fund to Which each
natign parlicipating should: condribuié
a defined quota, parily in its own
money and parily in gold. Bach
cotntry would fix a certein parify
between its own money and goid, thus
affording a standard parity befween
thie money of any couniry and that of

ments, a country could alter.the parity
of its money from iitng to time. Ex-
chenge iransactions would be conducted
through the fund,

What is more imporiani than. the
details of this plan is ihe fenour of the
dehate. Tt ineviiably extended :beyond
international monetary arrangsments
fo international trade. The mover of
the motion {Lieut.-Col. Walter Elliot}
snid: I the promoters of sach a
scheme regarded it as & siep back
towards the 1%th centery, the Gold-
Standard, Freedrads world, I should
not recommend it and the House would
not support it Mr. Shinwell went
even further, He objected to the pro-
posais of the experis because they
involved ihe principle of non-diserimi-
nation, and if that is accepted " i is
going to be exceedingly difficult, when
we come to congider trading and com-
mercial arrangements, to depart from
that principle of non-diserimination.™
He -proceedédl to quote with approval
from: Lieut.sCol, Elliol's speech-in the
Budget debate about the * helier skelter
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mugt preserve at all costs. .

-hag been much in use recently.

. rates.
Subject to certain reguaire-

scramble of Free Trade ™ and the need
for <& gystem of high “organization of
bulk purchases, Irade agreernents.”

Thus Tory and Labour were agresd,
The view-point of the Tory con be
understood, That of ihe Labour man
is more difficult to comprehend, as the
eseenee of socialism is supposed o be
ipter,mtionalism and nen-diserimine-
ion. :

« Expansionist Pelicy ™ R

Two idess underlving the opposition
to fixed exchange rates were ihat this
would cause other countries {0 be more
affected by a depression which hap-
pened in one country, and that i wouid
prevent any country from altering ihe
valae of its currency in order o carry
out certain domestic policies. Mr.
. R, Strauss: {Labour] expressed the
frst of these views, ond praised the
self-contained economy of Russia. Mr,
Boothby {Conservalive) said that “we
. our
right to pursue 6 policy of internal
expansion  designed fo achieve [ull
emplosreent . . . we must refain eon-
trol over; our domestic rate of interest.”

The phrase “ sn expansionist pelicy ™
"Few of
{liose who use it appear fo atfach any
precise significance to it. Mr. Boothby
apparently correlaies monetary expan-
gien (inflation) with expaugion of
employrment. This i3 o thesis whichi

has been popularised by Lord Keynes,

but very few of those whe accepi it ab
second and know what is the ultimate
basis of this theory. It ig that unem-
ployment is caused by too high wage
Because of the strength of
trade union orgspizaiion snd the sup-
port of uneraployment assisiance men
out of work refose employimient ab
lower money wages. K i3, however,
possible o Feduce tlieir resl wages by
means of inflation and higher prices.
And, it is said, if prices are rajsed bat ~
moeney wagea are nof correspondingty
increaséd, employers will employ more
men, " This s an argument which can
be understond, bat it is seldorn pre-
sented in this blupt form. What cannof
be so easily ungderstood is why it should
appeal to members of the Labour Party -
as well as to Torles like Mr. Boothiby.

These New Eponomics

The twentieth century economics,
which are supposed o be so superion
to those of the nineteenth cenfury,
apparently teach the following proposi-
tions : 71} That bilaieval trade is prefer-
able fo multilateral trade. In ofher
words, that the failor must only
pafronise o greengrocer who obtains
hig suits from him, and i the doclor
does not nead a new pair of shoes he
will not attend the shoemaker. (2) That




o working for Jess redl wages.
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itis of nip imperiance to mainiain slable
rates of exchange.
gn English nianulacturer has soid’ &
hele of cloth for ong bundred dollars,
he does not mind -whether he- con
chunge them info 225 op £20 of English
roiiey, althongh the one means & profit
and ihe other a loss. (8} That by pul-
{ing monpey inio circulation, youm. can
Jeepy down the rate of ‘interest. Bui'if
Ly ilie rate of ipterest 15 meant the
ratio. Tietween the net refurn to capital
and the smouni of capital employed.

s will rerain the same, Alfering the

measuring rod does not altér the ratis
fetween two gnantities, {4

for Tess mopey wage, they do not DE‘JBECE
0l

are ffiey 5 fact as unintelligent asz the

people who propound {hese theories?

. By way of relief we may quote Twe

of the sensible observations made in
the debale, both by Mr, Pethick-
Lawrence: “ No banking system ean
cregte: expansion @ the only thing that

-panking systems in the past have some-
{ives. done 1y to check. expamsion.”™

“The main risk of non-co-operation in
Ahiz matier of internationsl trade is
that instepd of -geiting multilateral
trage we magy dgo hatk to bilaters] trade,
and, what really H would bé, Gilateral
barler; and it would be a very serious
thing if we: were forced back into that
position.”™ -

Sun- Yai-Sen’s Policy

“Py. Son Yoi-Sen was especially
infiaenced by Henry George's Progress
gnd Poverly. He never bhetame &
single faxer; but George's lheorieg . . .

" el permenent impresgion on his’

goetnl teachings “—-guoting from ‘the
long article in the May issue of Great
Brilgin and the East on © The Thecries
of Slip, Yai-Sen ™ by Dr, Hu 8hih ‘who,
one of China's greatest Living scholars,
ig. mbw higher adviser to the Execulive
Yyan and was Chinese Ambasasador to
{he inited Slafes from 1938 to 1942
Dr, Hu Shih gives a concisé sommary

- gf Dr. Sun Yai-Sen's econemic pro-

granipe which is {0 be found in hig
*Outiine of National Reconstruction,™

‘glanses [2) and {3 of which are :—

“ 2} Bach hsien Phunty) government,
inenguraling. seli-government, must
first  determine .the valne of: all
privalely-owned land within its juris-
digtion. . The owners shall ihemselves

. report the land value, and the govern-

ment ghdll assess taxes on the basig
of the declared value, All subsequent
rige. in land value due fo polifical

Jimprovement and soeial progress shall

he considered as the public property of

- the people.””

®{3) All " ungarned increment’ of
land value, a0 products of public
domain, all vield from the nataral
Tescurces of the nalion (such as mines,
waier-power and foresis), shal be the
public  properiy of ihe leenl govern-
yents and shell be used for public
enferprises and lor public benefit.,”

Whether it ig true or not that. Dr.
Snn Yet-Ben " never became a single
texer * depends on how this statement

" of poficy is ipterpreted. The lerm

" unearfied increment ™ is
In other words, if . b} !
from buildings and impreverifenfy and

That .
although workmen object {0 working

to Tpean the actial value of land apart

not merely-that part of the'land value
which represenis en increase afier a

given date ; but the Hierel interprete- -

ten is the increased value and nothing
more, Again, in Clausa {2) one notices
the emphasis upon “all subsequedt

‘rigg inland value ™ forcollection’ as -

public property, as I the present

economic rent of land should net e -

so deslined {?), ©n the other hand,
Dr. Sun YabSen proposed that laxes

. were 1o he assessed upon the ascer-

tained land value, bul ¢id that mean
fwhat woukd have made him a * Single
Taxer 'y {axation levied o appropriate

the acinel econemic rept of land in

place of taxes levied on wages, on com-
modities and on indastry and com-
merce? If so there was no need fo
specify  “ subsequent rise “in  land

svalue ' or ™ anearned increment **“for

particolar freatment. since land value
laxation correctly and fully applied
would look affer that; escaping ihe
pitfalls. end fallacious distinetion that

would allow economie rent to be divided’

between Ilsndowners and ihe com-
munity when the whole helongs to the
community. | :

“Polish, Land Relormers

*The Moscow . torrespondent of The
Times, 11fh April, referring to the

Polisk divislon thet has been forrued -

in Russia, makes the interesting note
that - Polifical sducation js described

a8 lending to*lay stress on the eominon

platform between al]l the democralic
dlements, and The Taluwre Polang to
which the ecldiers are tanght to aspire
is ome with » Parlismentiry régime,
ethnographic frontiers, contrel of the
army by Parliament, and & reformed
agrimgtarsl systeny under which, as in
Denmark, private holdings are made to
sguare ~with co-operative purchasing
and marketing."*

Feuter's specigl correspondent, re-
porting in ithe Manchester Guerdion,
16th May, wetched willh Professor
Qgcar Lange, Polish-American y-jsilar
fram Chicage University, a review of
the new and greatly expanded Soviet
created Polish army, Professor Lange
bad concluded a four-day visit te ihe
Western Ukraine and had takked with
mapy groups of men belongmg to. this
substantially peasant army, “'We
want lend to he divided up,'’ they fold

him, “we don't want collective farms

and we don't want &mall shops and
enterpriges interfered with. We want
a deniocraiic Poland, representative of
all sections except the Fascists, We
know we con only liberate our couniry
with the help of the Red Army, but we
dor't expect the Soviet Tnion-to infer-
fere in our iniernal affairsg.™

“Weall may it be that fhese Polish
peasants seek {0 emulate the eyample
of Denmark, if in particular they appre-
ciate those tax principles which lgid

the foundation of Denmark’s agrieul-

tural snceess—ihe principies of the olé
Harikorn tex, which made landholders
confribute accerding to the pofeniial
prodoctivity whether ihey used the
laxd well or ill, and did not tax

improvements ;° ihe [ frinciples’- now
appdied fo such & degree in the widdern
form of loné value taxation it the
Dawigh steallholders, landywners-them-
selvies, only want progress in thai
direction, carried to-fhe full extent.
Thev declared thefl falth in ‘the historic
Kige restlytion of 1903—lgnd - valve

taxation, free trage, nc tax on the ~

work of man's haiids, no State-aids.

Bul how, aad how soon, may they be
calied on to assist with {heir sdvice
iheir opposife nmnbers i Poland who
have such visiens -of & reformed
couniryside? ) 7
4 New Lead from Mr. Fnnabh?
The Panjal Unionist Party, which is
predominantly Moslem but is dependent

on Sikl and Hindu support, represents
the landed interests whose most able

- champion is Sir Chhotu Ram, the Hindg

Revenue Minister. The New Delhi corre-
spondent. of the Manchester Guardian,
9 April, reports ihat Mr., Jinmah,
president of ihe Moslem lLesgue, is

msisting on" the dissolutiop of the -

Unjonist, Alnisiry.. The food crisis in
Bengal and other parts of the. couniry
and the defiance by the Puniab Govern-
ment of the Govermhent of Ingia's
policy of price contrel have thrown infe

- prominence ihe question whether the

Moslem League represents the lapd-
lords or the poorer classes. Mr,
Jinnsh's  uncompromising mood in
reg’a_rd io the break-up of the Unjonigt
Mmjstry suggests the policy of gradu-
ally dropping the leagie’s pro-landlerd
affiliations. “ Such a development,” the
correspendent  writes,
h_qg__nd 1o have repercussions all over
India , . . even i thé Unionis! Minis-

"ty showld survive the presant threat, it

capnet hope to avert a landalide in
tavour of Mr, Jinnah at the next general
election. Hitherto, particularly in view
of Nelwro’s radical decloretions against
the landlords and cutocralic Pringes,
lhese interests had come to regard iha
Moslem League as their protecting
shield oagainst Congress influevices,
Mr, JXanah denied  with emphagis
yesterday in Lahore thai the Moslem
League represenis the landlords, The
?dus'leln League has also been interest-
ing its€lf in the internal affairs of States
like Gwalior, Jaipur and Kaghpir,

“would ke -

Showd these tendencies continve it is

iikely that the vested interests will
withdraw the support they-have sc far
given the leagne.™

Recent difficullies in conneetion with
printing not only cauvsed a very late
appearence of our April issue, buf alse
disabled us from producing a May
issme. We have therefore made the

present issue a double nmber covering |

the months of May and June, whieh is
priced ot 44, msiead of ibe usnal 24,

'ij-npence Each., Laxp VALUATION AND LASD

VALUE TAXATION 1N DENMARE, by K. J.

Hristensen, Chiel of the Danish Land Velva.

Hon Depariment; Tre CRmue oF POVERTY,

by Hepry George: UNEMPLOYMENT AND Thi

Laxp, by W. R, Lesier, ma.

Education for Cifizenship: Prospectus of
the Henry George Bchool of Sonisl
Sclence.  Free study  classes @pnd
correspondence courses, '
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. Ir THERE i3 any meaning in the condict
wpon which we are engaged, it is that

| i is r struggle between twWo: opposing -

and fundamentaliy divergent political

‘philosophies. The one uphoids the right -

af the individaal to bve his life in
- freedom ;. the other the right of the
State fo do as it will and {o dispose of
the individual to serve whafever pur-
poses the State decides. The quesiion
which Professor Hayek poses in ‘his
ihoughi-provoking hook® is whether we
are not in danger of losing our freedom
in spite of winning the war. He points
out that the development of the Nazi

syslern was not due to some inherent -

vice in the German people. but fo the
steady growih of a sysiemi of ideas
which- exalied the power of the State,
and denied the rights of the citizen, He
asks uve [0 recognize lhe exislence in
this couniry of the same tendencies and
“1{o re-examine, and i necessary dis-
cazd beliets which we have-faken over
Irom- the Germans end hy which we
gre st as much delnded ag the
Germans were,”’

The mere statement of such a propogi«.

Lo will come as an unwelcomea shoel
to most people. It iz to be hoped that
they wilk
deterred from reading a masterly
examinatlion of whai is involved in {the
prevailing tzend of thought in economic
guesiions and of the political and social
sonsaquences  of  iranslaling  that
thought inlo econoimic policy.

In a short review it is almost impos-
‘zible to give a0 accurale jpopression of
& book which compresses so pauch. into
80 small a space. The dificaly is
enlhanced by the imprecise .characier

‘of the terms used in political ang

economic discussion, and above all by
the fact thot mosi of those whoe
‘advecate policies calculated to destroy
freedom do so m the onest belief thai
they can theréby eitain more freedon.
Criticisms of the poliey are therefore
migtaken {or gppesiflen io the ideal or

are;interpreted as at®rks upon the per-

sgonal honesly..of ihe individual who.

© holds the beliet whick. s called n ques-
+ tion. That adlitude will no doubt be
adepted towards this book, but it Goes
not digpose of the logie of Professor
Hayel's economic and spcial analysis.
There can be ne doubt thai during
ihe present.century a profound change
of opinion on economic guestions has
been teking place, smd if has reflected
itsell in the economic policy of the
State. In this country our palicy had
beey directed towards removing regiric-
tions upon economic lberty and leaving
people free fo pursue whatever aims
they pleased subject only to a general
framiework of law which shovid apply
to ail equally. During and afier the
firgl world war & change of opinion.
look place. The Siate intervened more
ang ¥nore in economic aifairs. Tariffs
for the profeciion of a few.indusiries
. wetie followed by more géneral tariffs,
‘then by.quotas and merkefing boards

* The Road io Se¥dom. - By. Prolessor
. A. BHeyelk. (George:Toutladge & Stms.
Eidi; 305, RO EE

aob on  that account Dhé -

THE ROAD TO SERFDOM
and nther more direct means of prevent-
ing people {rem enfering certain indus-
iries end creating s monopoly for those’
‘who ‘were gireddy engaged in thein.

" As unemplognent increased, largely
a8 a result of the pursuit of these
policies by . curselves and  oiher
couniries, the dempand for more and

‘more Stale intervention became mten-'~

gified. Qur econoric. troghles, no
matter what their origin, were all to
be eured by planning, that is to say, by
State planning of directior. The search
for the cavses of economic evils was
obandoned. The Mearxian docirine of
the inevitable concentralion -of industry

‘and of the inevitable drift towards

gollectivism became imaplanted in the
minds of men of all parfies. " The
myth is deliberstely cullivated thet we
are emberking on the new course not
out of free-will but because compelilion
ix gpontaneousiy eliminated by techno-
logical changes which we sneither can
reverse nor shouid wish to prevent.™
Onee this idea has become embedded
n men's minds, the progress towards
{otalitarianism can be very rapid, as
Professor Hayek shows was the case
in Germany,

The idea of economic plenping is
seduelive, 'We all know that if we are
to succeed in any activity we muosf plan
what we are going to.do. It seems lo
follow as a malker of course that
economic plarning by ihe Staie ig the
right course to pursue. In whatever
field of action that is properly under-

taken by the State, it musi no doubf -

have.a plan of action. But this does not
angwer the quesiion: what is the
proper field of State action? Those who
adapt a completely coliectivist or tolali-
tarian view consider that the State must
confrol the whole production and distri-
bution of wealth. Indeed, if # comrols
the production of wealth it must auto-
matically control ihe distribufion, be-
cause all wealth produced will be the
property of the State.

Thaoa the Blate will deiermine what
shall be produced gnd what each
individual shall have. That is to say,
that a smeil minority of the people will
decide what the rest of the people shall
do and whai they shall have. The
enforcement of these decisiong must
rest ultimately upoh force; upon .the use
of police power, or else it~ must resi
upon propaganda, wpon the control of
ihe Press, the radio and 41l means of
disseminating opinion in order to meake
ihe pecple Lelieve that what is done is
best for them—in other words, they
must De forged o accept or induced to
nelieve that the plan made for them is
whai they want, } ’

in & free economy ihe matler ig
cniirely different.  What is produced
g defermined by tfe wishes ané desires
of censemers, The producers have 1p
adjust themselves lo this demand. It
may be said thal this imiposes an
economic compulsion. . 8o in &’ broad
sense it does; But ihe maller is entirely
different fram affairs in "B planned
sconomy. There the corbunier cen-no
lenger please Mimeell. If the retion is

four cunces of margaring and two
‘ounces of butler, he bes to take if or
go without, I he endeavonrs 1o adjust
matters with anotlier oifizen ‘who has -
different views of the refative desir-
ability of these’ commodities, then they
are both guilty of the offence of private
irading, - . .
i will be said, however, that the
State will produce just wiat consumniers.
want, No one, - however, has yet
suggested  -any means execept  the
mechanism of a free warket for ascer--
taining and giving. efiect {0 1he wishes
of eoneumers. It is, in fact, admitted
by the advocaies of ecopomic planning
who hgve given any thought fo the
mechapism of planning that the plan
must be'devised by & srall body of so-
called experts, Unless ihat is so the
plan &s a whele capnot be made to
heng- togeflier. Even so, it is diffcult
to meke the various parits of ii con-
sistent with one another. This perhaps
explains why in the Russian plans ihe
Siale never seems to have achieved the -
exact quantity -planried fur, and the per- -
centage of achievement varies from .
commmodity to commodity. The planner
staris by presupposing what quantitieg
of goods the consumers need, and then
adjugls his plan to try ic produce these
queatitics, He may find it impossible
10 produce the guantities at which he ~
aimed, or at least impessible io de so .
without wasting guoentities: of labour
and capital, .
But it will be said, if our unplanned
economy ‘works' with any degree of .
success, & planned economy rmust work
much betfer. This contains a fallacy
which Professor Hayek clearly exposes.
Our  preseni economy ig not an up~
planned one, The planning is done hy-
individuals in a range of aciivity with
which they are familiar and in which
ihey are expert. The plans of ali thése .
individuals are co-ordipated or kepi in
hermony by means of the mechanism
of the market, The consumer .chooses
this or that according o the price asked .
and his-own judgment of what it is
wortli to him. The producer hes to
adjust his activity accordingly. The -
penally is &n economic one. If there
are {00 many grocers, some will have
1o seek other occupation. If there are
too few. people witl he attracied {o that
trade from other occupations. .
C it will be zaid ihaf this is o simpli-
fied and idealised picture, that the
penslty of failure is uvremployment,
starvafion and misery. But these are
not the inevitable resulis of a free
economy ; they are only the resulis in
an gconorny which is imperfecily free,
in which the opportanity 46 fern from
one occupation to-ancther is samehow
lacking or demied, - We are fherefors
driven back to a search for the canses
of monopoly and imperiect cornpetition,
What abeve all ia {0 be remembered
ig ihat every exiension of State plan-
ning prevents individual planning. The
infervention of the State produces sn
arhitrary element in econommic life which
upsets the .plans of the ingividial " 1t
is on-his  account, as Professor Hayek
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s¢ eogenily explains, that.every step in
Slate planning of econommic Hie ieads o
olhier steps. 1f the Siate impeses & 1ax.
on matches, it then has to impose a lax
on peirol Hghters, and if some -olber
subslitute is found wilt have to-extend
.its activities still further, If it fixes tlie
price of some commodity in ordér, as it
ihinks, -lo give the profucers a falrer
return for their labour, if mush.prev_em
cumpetitive supplies fromy being G-
ported and it must prevent new home
producers from entering the trade, and
then for fairness it will have to impose
& guota upen whal eath produces. The
renefit which is conferred upen One
group preduces envy by ofher groups
ang pressure upon the State for the like-
Lenefits. At the same fime the special
ivileges conférred upon some, M-
poverish ali the resi either in higher
prices or lower earmings. Although, and
because, the chain of causge and effect
is o} understood, this produces a fresh
clampour for State intervention, I is

‘gm this acecunt that the drift to tofali- .

‘farianism omee begun” proceeds wilh
ever inereasing speed undil if sweeps all
before it
Bed no such intentions, and proposed
merely to help some influential indus-
irialists or & ralher strong trade wnicd,
finds iteel hefore long called upon to
£2if] & task which it has pot the means
i¢ do and which is inherently impos-
sible. 1 has destroyed the meang of
individual planning, edd its, collectivist
plezining cannot take [ali acéount of the
rieeds of indiviguais because if lacks the
tmechanism of the market anf of privaie
property-the two things ‘which are the
soundations of freedom i economie
uffairs, : R :

ATF fhis argument will be distasteful

- 45 {hose who think of collectivism as a

demoeratic system and as 8. wmeans of
achigving greater . freedom Tor ihe
idividuai, and thess are po doubt the
majority of those who adhere to the
ided. Pub the guestion is:what will
the extension of scomoiiic planping in
tact jead 1o when it embraces the whole
of scopemic life. I we do preserve the
forms of demiogey, can we presarve
s substapce? - Ii iz itnpossible to pub
nefore thevelectorate the deteils of an
economic Dian 1 the complesities of it
sre top greal. Nafther is it-possibie-to
pul Before them the prizeiples on which
such o plam is to be construgled
hecanse there are no principigs which
ere capable of formvation in exact
terms. The idea is supporied by vegue
general aspirations, such as; the famous
phrase: Ifrom each aceording to his
sbitity, 10 eash according fc-his need.
- Such ideas cammot be embodied in &n
Aot of Parliament, There ig 0o means
by which abilibty or need can -be
meagured in the abgence of g market-in
which these things are’ subjected ic
economic valustion as & result of -the
ipteraction. of milllong of. individual
vatugtions:., Thus, in fact, ¥ the.forms
of democracy ave preserved,.all thai.the
cleciors can af- most determine iz who
a'e  ihe ingividoals. . who will be
entrusied with the duly of making and
xecuting the plen. T'{lsy mugt inevit-
ably hand over lo & jew the duty of

* deciding Whist sheltbe produsi endiod

The Staie, which perhaps *

whorn it ghail he preduced. This is the
end of geoncmic freedont,” snd it is
likely to be the end of politieal frée-
dretl, The prize of atiaining office wnder
snch & -systemn is the achievernent of a
power over the lives and forfunes’ of

-othera-such as no-ancient tyrant.ever. .

enjoyed.  Ner is there. the slighiest

_chance that the best will come’tn-the

top. On the countrary; becausé thére
are no gimple sad easily -formulgted
issuss which can be volad upon, thdse
will succeed Who can;most -cennirigly
promize the most incompatible things
1o various groups of electors. It is an
egsy step o the one party state and to
the .digtator,

All-{llis seems at present an impos-

‘sible onteorse 10 us who have-inheriied

the resuite of many. centuries of
struggle fo curb arbifrery power. and
to regulate the affgirs of mwen by an
impartial application of law, Bat did i#

not deem equally impossible-io most of

the . inhabitants of fhe. {otalitarian
countfies forty years ago? - Diff hot
most of them acquiesce in, if- they did
not  actually promote,- the -changes
which lead {o dictatorship-becsnse-they
aecepled an order of idens which lead to
{hat resnlt? . Clo s

AN this is neol to-zay thatswe 1it
the best of all possible-worlds,
there is no field-for Improvement offor
referm, What it does- poind-fozis S6HaT
theroed. of, progress et
the wholeshiig beel faolls
which Das broughtus B0 :
and serfdom-ifito & condition: in’ which

-ihe scope for iniffative has been greakly

wiflened and in which men are {ree to:
pursue their ends with greater freedom
and it which reward is to séme degree
correlated with effort and responsibiity.
But if individuals are no -donger akle to
plen, responsihilily is destroved, - What
is needed is not less fresdom; bul rote;
not the creation of omé. giganiic
monopoly, . -but  the - destructiol  of
menopoly and privilege ~wWherever it
may appear and whetever form it may
take, - PR .-
Rightly understood, this-book is- not
n defence of thipgs as. they sre. Hs
mitheags - is properly for those - who
belong to the © left **.in polities. - Iidnay
ahake many comuonky -held-Beliéls
it deserves to he read by Tthod
simeerely  desire {o .-combat - totali-
tarianisrn in 8l #s manifestations,

“ QUDTE ME RIG
In the Debate of 201k

Chinpehill, interrupting : M
parn whoe had guoted
Churchilliap  statemnent, - sai
might gquote me right anghow
heve looked up ihe records anl
are two authenticated . vergion
Manchester on 13h May, 1804
ment by the bucketfulf. pai
the Iriperial pint ; the dpen.:degr..
public Excliequer ; the open dgor athe
public house.” At Dunde¢.on.the 8th
May,. T908—"Sentiment, by. ihe Duclel-
inl; pairictism.and impérialism by the
‘Tiiperial pint; an.qpen door at the
publi¢ Bxchequer ; anr open -door.at he
public . house.”  Nesither, of  these
speaches is contained in H. W, Mapsing-

| regar

_issne,

ham's collection of Mr. Chwchill's
speeches, Liberalism ond the Social
Problem, pablished in 1809, -
THE MARCH 1939 “ CEILING " .
in ihe House of Commmons on 27Vth
April, Mr. R. B, Stokes asked the Chan-
cellor of ihe Exchegner ™ whether any
data exist wherebhy he con now
ascertain what was the value of land
as. in March, 1989, with or wifhout
its "present improvements, which may
be: the subject-of purchase for public
purposes ; - and whether, if ne soch
data - exist, .ii. i3 proposed, in order fo
establisli-the purchase prices ruling in
1939, to have & valuaetion roade ascer-

- tadning, in-respect of each -piece of

land, what itg.velue was assumed to
have Deenin 19807 :
To  which -8

John  Andersen

.- answered that "he was advised that

suflicient daia existed to enable the
value io be . ascerfained ‘as at -‘March,
1939, of any- land that may be the gub-
ject of purchase for public purpoges.
Naot a” helpful reply. The faet is that
ne general valuation of land as at|
March, 1939, or -at any other date
exigls.  The dale which may be used
for arriving s} & valuation of this or
{hat piece-of land, as i was in March,
1989 (or-any other date), are no different
from-the date thai have always heen
geailable 16 the -valuer of the Intand
Révetine whén his opinion is asked in
faacl iven wake; 'sueh as particulars
ling:“regent- sales orid leases or
recent death dity valuations of lend in
the wiciatly wWhich may- serve for com-
perison: Thege perliculars,. however,
are secret, Weither the purchaser nor
ihe vendor hoa access to them, and in
arbitration cases the local authorify has
not the advanfage of being able to cite
or - depend wpon any evidence which
mity be In e possession of the Inland
Revenue. '

. MIDRLESEX

The debsate on  Coupcilior  John
Brggon’s resolution on, the ‘Ratiag of
Lend Values, reported in our April
had .an  extracrdimerily geod
* prass U in, the Middlesex newspapers.
Thig fine pudlicily is some compengation
for the defeat (hy 54 to 27 of the
motion.. The opposition eould-nat with-
hold- from. the public the uninswerable
srgunients, supportell: 88 they were by.
tefling instances, fhat-Mr. Boggon-and
ather. spealcers provided i justification
ofi- the: policy. Middlesex had- spent
£6,000,000 on the construction of arterial
zj_o_&d_si and inthe resuling -ncreagein
frofiage. values had wnade o gifh -of
£15.000,000 fo landowners who -Dhad
done nothing to bring about these publiz
improvements. Thea- Couneil in the effort
to get @ green girdle arownd Finchley
had had ie pay £10,000 for fwo scres of
land neer &n arterial road whkich pre-
viotsly had commanded only an’agri-
cultural valve. Similer: exarmiples of
sehool and factory. sites were givei.

2s. 63, . PRoGRESs. AND POVERTY.
Inquiry. ipip...the..Gause - -of - InGusiriat
Depressions snd of Jnerease of WaRiwith
Increase of Wealih—ihe .Rerhe
Henry George, Compilefe editfony : Paper
covers, #. 6d.; in speclal binding, 3s. 6d.
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-~ . FOR WHOM THE RAIN FALLS -
“agr:rlﬁtulm Jand works oul at fB‘&Uﬂ

t A Brg has heen presented in Parha-.

meént baged on the White Paper, {md.
5518, " A Natlonal Waler Policy,”

‘Comnions an 3rd " May.”
provides for - the extension of piped
waler suppiies and SEWerage in rursl
areas, and piped supplies for agrical-
* tural laid are io be extended to cover
farmi houses and eotiages, For these
purposes there are to be Exchequer
granty smounting fo £15 millien for
England ‘and Wales and £6,375,000 for
Segtland. The financial eflect of this
very neces:.&ry improvement will cer-
tainly be to raise the vaige of land, and

already in anttmpanon it will influence.

bul the Whita
gilent on that
agpact ‘of ihe matfer, and therefore
mukes no pwwsm]l for dealing with
it. ‘The seheme is comumendéd &8s one

ephanced land pr:ces

of the importasni objectives of the

Report of the Scoit Committee on Land
Utilidation in Rural Areds, mgain with-
out reflection that it was the Jandiord's
estate thé Stott Committsd proposed 1o

improve, disregarding the claim of the

pnhhc ‘to the benefit, of public expendi-
tare, inferentielly leaving the taxzpayer
fo pay for all and offéring temptingly
bigher stakes in the speculaiive jand
garme,

The new Bill is to pr*ovxde that in
rural disfricts the expenses of water
aupply, 8o far as they are nob paid by
comsnmers, and of sewerage wilt be

charged fo the gdeneral rate and thus

spread over the rafepayers of the
distriet ; provision ‘will-also:be made
for contributions: by . conniy. councﬁs o
grant-ajded schemes, which is;fo say
.that ihé county council rates Wil &lso
help to meet the cost. Throw the
expenses on the ratepayers {and the
taxpayers), never mind by whal kind
of texation the burden is io be horne
of wilh what ecomomic effects is the
outlock of this and the other White
Papers on  post-war reeonsiruction
schemes. The costgf the new Educa-
tion Bill will wltimstaly involve an addi-
Ctioh of £40,080,000 & :year o loeal
taxation ; {he proposl National Heaftl:
_ Service names £48,600,060 as the neces-
SAry annual cmltributmn by ra.tepuve?b
besides £48,000,000 from national taza.
tion and £36,000,000 from the .gocial
security fand : which * fund f' when
it is established will be just s¢ much
taxation assembled in the poli. taxes,
the taxes on employment snd * Ex-
chequer contributions ™ to finance the
sngiol security proposals Sir T\xlham
Beveridge has mede.

It is sufficiently alarmmrf ihat Parlia--

meent: shouid contemplate lacing the
présent- rating system uné) ﬂrea,fer
sirain or be moved i acfvr'mate it

intolerable injustice. Every agdition to

the -rates  imposed as they are to-day -
adds to the pepalties agamst the hetter’

uss :of - imnd. -and - correspondingly
. ingreages ‘tlie value of'the privilege and
therefors -the'r r-which by #a
axemption the lend ménopoly exercises.
These methods™ of rying “té- raise
- revenue are & proved cande of honsing

scmcm high vents and fhe culamities
of. unemplmment and herd times ; and

-it iz only by virtue of ever mcreasmg'.
which was debated ir the House® of
The "scheme

subventions from the Treasury that

‘lobal goversuient is saved from going

banluupt .
The unfeirness of ﬂ}e preposals in

this Water Supply Scheme stands ond

quite nakedly. The expenses are 1o be
porne by ihe ratepayersin the counties
and rural districts, that is, by tha

- peoupiers of houses-and other preinises,

whereas tlie benefit will send up the
value of agncuitural lapd—-and agriculs
lural land is itgelf exempi from local
{axation entirely in Englend and Wales,
and is assessed at only one-sighth of
its rental in Scotland, 1% is difficult .to
imagine anvihing more bare-faced in
the war of o Iandlord’s law or which
more clearly reveals the urgency and
the ]ust]ﬁcatmn of the tatmg and ta,xa
tion of land valuea.

in the maiter of ﬂLqulSﬂiOﬂ of wa.ie;
rights the Wliite Paper proposes that
the Minisier should be empowere_ﬁ io
take water comnpuisorily, since ™ it has
long beéen o matter of complamt that
even undertakers aperatmg under §he
Public Health Acts {ang therefore not
requiring specific Parhamen{m"y
approval for new works) may be forced,

“if seeking supphes from a river m'

streaim, to ineer the expense -of an Agt
of Parilgment or to avoid his necesnltv
by plwmg an exorhitant prlce
algo proposad 1o extend io watér under-
takers operating uvrder local Acts the
facilities for- compnlsnry acguisition of
land siready possessed by undertﬂkers
operating under the Public”

But the conﬁerznent of
purchase powers is 1o solution: of . the
maiter. The Arbiter éan do no mora
than arrive &t what he considers 1o be
the market value of the rights or of the
land. in quastion, In eflect he -awards
the price of a monopoly and in the
circumstances as  they exist, which
would be sholly altered it tazation

. were levied on land values: for the

monopoly would be' broken which
causes the very rain from the skies io
Iall wponr the earth as somecne’s
private property.
- The following sre soms inslances
bearing on the waier problem. They
teach their own lessons:— - )
At Ashen in Hssex: The Halstead
Gazstie, 23rd April, 1937, reported that
at the meefing. of the Rural Digirict

 Council the Medical Officer of Health

sald there waz no salisfactory water
supply and during the drought the
shoridge had been B.cute The acguisi-
tion of a site for a borehole was' dis-
cussed, Laler it wes learned that the
Councll had to pay £20 for a piece- of
land 1008t Dby S0, agriculurgd land
entirely exempi from rates, the price
being equitalent to £174 pei ache.

Af Foxearth, in the samhé vicinity and
S0IE Fears earlier fSeptem.hnr 1934,
two borehele sites. ware dequired, and
the pricea were £11 10s, for 36 eq. ft.
and s for § sy ft. The piiee of
E11 102 for the 38 sg. £, of unraied

“-ghire,

T oARway,

e ecre,

An instance from Scotland ia thet of
the Gordon Water- Disfriet in Berwick-
where a  hospital ° extension
necessitated an meressed weder supply..
The information was given by 4 loval
councillor and was pubi:shed in Land
& Liberfy, April, 1937,  There was no
other person” wanting the water ; ihere
was no future likelihood of any one €lsg
wanfing it, rusning to wasté ag it was
and Loﬂimg the owner money o drain
Two springs were &oquired,

. and the cost was for- the Two springs.

. visiting thé tanks, £05:

s

_High Pesk),

tion mnd storage. tanks, £5:

_Dou&,las protesied againat fha

EWS ¢ for land tsken up round them, &
few square vards, £5.; for site'of collgs-
for servi-.
tade, or easement, suypc;sed to represent
dambgé done ]}V oy waler officlals
for surfaes
darmage, £i7 5. for further damogs
and disturbance, £i--lotal,’ £402 1hs,
The land was inferior moorland pasfure |
and £40 would bave hought 100 acres
of it outrighf. The case was decided at
arbitration. So much for cumpulsc‘-n
0

purchigse poers &S a4 means
cheapen either land or water. .
[The HRaral Water Supplies ard

Sewerage Bill had Second Reading on
181k May. In the debale, Mr. F. G, R,
injustics
in its provisions.]”

Under the present system of 3ud-

sidies & farmer who has first-class iand

gets the same ireatment as the farmer

en poor land, On ‘first-class landgd, the
farmer “can  preduce seven fo pine
quarters: of barley pet acre apd geis
about £58, but ihe farmer on poor land
who cen produce “only three or four.
guariers gels £16 to £18.—Sir Mardoch-
Macdonald - (Liberal Nafional—Inver-
neas* House of Cominons, 27th April.

L L] "

I e p‘as\‘. the annual Budget réprs-

sented the degree of ihe economic
activities and responsibilities of the

Government Of the 19th century. That |

was & time when the Stals undertook

‘only. very limited econcrnic activities.

As Legaids forelgn countries is policy
wes " one of Free Trade, and ths
exchanges were controlleg by the Goid
Stangard. In the 20 years between the
twa.wers, ihe whole of that conception
waa mp!.dh» changing. The Slate was
increasing itz activifies, both in pa‘mca-
paling more directly in the economic
life of the country, and influencing i,
in many finencial ways. - It was cosing
fo eiceept responeibility for the' emple}'=
Yaent of ihe people and the prosperiiy -
of iha couniry as a whols Tt used
tariffs, subsidies =and quoias. it
managed the currency for the whole of
the sterling area. In fact, during those
vears we wers moving in the divection.
of a -planned economy. Now I ballave

- we have prelty well arrived there: . . .

—Mr. H. Molion {Conservative—The
House of Commo_ns, «%ﬁi

April, . * «

A ires oopy of Lend & Libe¥iy ie &
invitation 10 beedipe s subscriber.
Monthly 84, By post ¥l vemrly.
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UN IVERSITY LANDOWNERS

ATIENTION RAE heen drawn in these
columns [rom timme to time fo the
proclivity of univ ersities, co!leges and
other edicational institutions for invest-

ment of their resources in purchase of -

land,, Being classed as “eharities such
hodies pay no income tax, and heing
" gorporations which never die they are
not liable i0 death dulies. \{am of
these purchases. have heen of agncul—
torel land, which iz not lable to Jocal
rates, and {he value of which has risen
enormously because of the war and the
high and geaured prices for agricuttursl
produeis. In an arlicle in the Daily
Ezpress (10th May} Mr. Michael Stuart
says ihat " the universities daring four
and a hall years of war have been
grabbing iand with gusto,”™
“Alreadd in 1933 Oxford University
owned 179,000 iax-fred acres in £
counfies, and Cambridge was nol far
hehind with 115,800 acres in 39 counties.
Taxpa}mg tarmers could not easiiy
Bid against them,

¢ Often the colleges would make a
handsome profit by selling their-lapd in
developing areasz, All Souls, Oxford,
for example, claimed £262,000 for 160
acres at Wembley in 1937, They were
awarded £214.000—more than £1 308 an

. acre.

* Consider the wardinie purchases of
. Oxford, largest of university land-

owners, Perusael of the 295-page fores!
of fgares which constitutes s last

-published accounts informs me that the -

Jand mey be bought in fwo ways—by
the university as a wiole, at the behest
of ifie curalors of its cllwt; or by the
colleges, acting independently,

“In 1942, the year to which the lasi
published a{*counis refer, the revenue
frawh from estatss owned by both
golleges and university chest amonnied
tc the Dot inconsiderable sum  of
£470,000, Al Sonls College_ alone diew

- EG8.214 Queen's College drew £45,302,

“ What did they do with this money?
- They bought more land with it. To be
. precise, thev bouals,t £260,000 worth of
“lend, The higgest buver was p\Ia{,c:lcden
College, which mxested in estates. the
som of £101,840. ~This is strange, since
its reveaue [rom estetes amounfed le
fust under £80.000, )

“In other words, Magdalen Collegs
~had such wealth that it was able to
spend £20,000 more in buying land than
its’ annwal revepue from. existing
estates. How?

" Drring the vear il sold £22,452
worth of land.

lege, went back inte land, since the
college could find nc mare charitable
nse to which it might puf s revenne.

YAl SBouls College alsc becams
embarrassed by ifs unwieldy wealth
and haslened 10 transmate it info lamd,
" fis case is even: stranger than that of
Magdalen, for it bought £92,900 worth—
£26,600 more. than the--total of it
estates revenue. But the fellows of Al
Sounis.did not find it mecessary {0 sell
one acré of its great properties to g&
togather this £92.900.

The proceeds of thig
sale, plus the entirs revenue of the cold

* This clearly means ‘that the monay
which these colleges draw from their
land is.considerably greater {hgn the
sum nacessary for their charitable dis-
pensetions. In fact, if Al} Sows owned

“tot one biilnre Vard of Tand outsidgg the

precinets of the college i wo‘uId s%]l{
have had £28.000 to invest.™

Mr, Stuart points  out that these
bodies have other sources of mco
Af Oxfurd for e»:ample ‘the ‘itnivy ity
chest “ chisined in the vear ending 1st
Jaly, 1948, £57,000 for admission fess,
degrae fees, and ail the othér fees the
curators “saw fit to impose: upon the
young and humble ssekers affer know-
ledge, -

“Then ihere are those munificént
gentlemen who down the ages have
endowed the chest with the money to

pay  for libraries, scholarships.
musewms  and prafe=sarsh1ps Tire
revenue from  such frust fonds

amounted in the year we are consider- -

ing to £161,000.

“ The Government as wel! felt com-
pelied fo eomie to the aid of this hamh
impecuniols university, and this fo the
tane of £106,000—a reeur’rent graat.

* Al {old, the chest receited apart
from ifs esistes revénus, n han
£423,107 wherew:!n’ io di

't

own pamculsr fees, gran
spevial funds, add con
the case of HMagdalen: Coﬂege_
instance, these totalled B44; 880 “
We are, of course, in favi oui of adma-
tion, bui the facts statéd do raise dhe
questmn whether the grant of so. mush
public money is needed and wii
ihe benefit of jt is actus=ily Deinp T
on o the studentz. Thav- als
the question whether -in §
endowsd can be expecte
lmpartml view of the s
inquiry-to which point 5 v
tendenm of university~-econc
classify land- as cap;tal
leave the word land aui, of”
ing complately.
Addm Smith, David. Bicards arifi
oflier foanders of the ‘Stjem
certainly be amazed to rédd 4
which ccmpleiei\ ignore

all wealth is produeed fromm.: Jand- snd .

whmh never altude to-ihe if

" gvery 1mprcwement ins cirgurnn-
stances of seciety londs,: eithdr directly
or indirectly, to raise the.rea
fand, to increase the real wealth
landowner, his power nrchasifigthe

labour, or the produce of the) I&bcsu of ’

other paOpie,

“The introduction -0f the! P/A.Y.E.
schem,e has not bheen. without its
humour on the official sida. . One good
story concerns a certain Welsh Tarmer

-whoy -having received -thé -parcel’ of
- literature about the stheme, wrote back

0 the authorifies stating thatst was al
100 comiplicated for him to understand.
Ho.hed accordingly -digrissed Lis enly
laburer and decided {p=do the farm+
work -himself."—Weastern Mail, 28ih
Apriy; 1044, B By

‘river: Thariies ai London Bridge,

.FOR THE LIBERAI ASSEMBLY

The - followirig is the text of the
Resolution which the Liberal Liberty
League submitted for inclusion in the
Agenda of the Annual Liberal
Agsembly, whose meetings have been
postponed fromx -May -tli later in. the
Year. .
3 “ LAND AND LIBERTY ”

“ This Assembly endorses the resolu-
tion .adopted by the London  Libers}
Party on-16th October, 1843, affirming

' s noi in the puplic mterest nor

and mainiginid by the publit ; that the
valug of fhe deveiepment rlghts which
the Uthwatt Com_tmttee propeses shoald
be purchased iz merely a speculative
value due to Land Mopopoly which
should be taxed out of existerce ' ; and
affirming tkhat * $he Taxation and Raﬁng
of gl Land Values, whether urban,
agricaltural or minersl, and the unfax-
ing and unraiing of buildings and other
improvemetits on or in the land, are
the indispensable preTequisites for
reconstruc’hon and development after
the war’

* The Liberal Parly ressseris iis
faifll that the developraent of indmdua1
liberfy is the true way of reising the
standard of the individzal, 1t diselaims
the * economic planning ® of a paternal
ahd coercive Slate. It holds that the
wa Ho lberty is to release the indj-
Jffote  Confrols by privileged
monopaly and officialdom ;s
h Ahe distribution of wealth
assured to “Hiose who produce if, the
Azige’to {otatitarisnism may be &z'reste'i
dhsis of fhe pet}ple giver
idependence, may follow the
arty in establishing & society -

‘confident “in wider liberty.
sociely would he evident o the
world 58 a peace—lovmg gtate without
any mofive for agdression. The Party
{herefpre plediges itself by the policies
it-advocates to Take the rights of {le
individ¥al upder equal oppartunity its
parameunt COTCErs.

The Libergl Liberty League, & Greal
Smnh Sfree.c Lcrmton, S W1

T,l«e"Meiropohtan Wnter Board pay.
e T, and will'go oh paying for
500 yargirom 1581 when a yénileman
got permission to take water from the
He
eetiblished his whee} there 1o {ake fp
ihie Wwater and to distribute it in & very
limiied fashion round about. Because
he obiainzd that power as 4 freeman
of the City of Lendo® the Mefropolitan

Water Bosrd angd the people of London

Nhave been paring since 1581, and will
pay fill 2081, a smm of £3,750 per year
to" the descendamis of that man.- [
believe there iz"sfill & company.. That -
kind of company oughi fo he done
away wilh. 1Ii is disgraceful that the
people of London should have fo pay
iribuie guch as thai. The nation ought
to- take power to destroy that. kivd.of
tHaing. -~Mr V. L. McEntee. (Labourk
Waltharnslow W.), House G

3rd May.: .




MAY & JUNE, 104¢

LAND & LIBERTY

NOTES AND NEWS

 Str Richard  Winfrey; of Castor
Houss, near Patgrbbrough, who "has

died, aged 86, Was for many yeers a.

regular and- generous supporier of
Land & Liberdy “and of ihe Henry
Georpe moverment.

1923, and represented Gainsborough in

the-1923-24 Parliament. He was Parla-

mentary Secrelary to the Board of
Agriculture from 1915 to 1918. His fame
es an agriculturist and jand reformer
well degerved for him the place H. J.
Massingham gave him in his English
Countryman  as ope of ihe ~ Good
Squires * who in their time have done
very much for their fellow men. Sir
Richard was ohe of the first to join the
néw Liberal Liberty League. He was

specially represented af the Inaugural.

" Meeling, and in hig leller, enclosing a
most helpful sabseription, lhe wrote:
** The unwillingness on the part of the
Party ieaders to do anything to revive
Liberaliam s most appalling. . ..
1 ‘agree eniirely with vour circular. [
took the chair for Henry George about
" fifty years ago, and I am more cerfain

than ever ihet his iz the trye gospel

- regarding the iand.™

* * #

© The Essex County Standard, 24h
_ March, reported the mesting of the Col-
chester Co-operafive Political Party
which discusaed regional versus local
government. Councillor L. M. Woranop
.opposed ragionalism, and in reply to the
suggestion that smaller- authorities
- could nol sustain their - finances, he
- slated-that this could be dedlt with by
a change in the raiing syétém. - Now,
cimprovements in  properties led o

increaged assessments whilst neglected *

' properties escaped. This was a tax on
enterprise and foresight. Land valges
should be ihe basiz of lecal rates and
the application of this system wonld
bring in vacant and unused land. The
rates in Colchesler would-be decreaged
by this method, and there would be no
question  of local bodies ldcking
resources. He described regionalism as
a move fowards a soulless buresneracy

and a departure from public control of -

Councils by the Inhebitants of any

locality, - :

L LYW 3

- The Parliarrentary correspondent of

The Times, 16th Mam writes . —

. The Bill relaling to'the redevalopmen?
~of urbar areas which need replanning

ag 8 whole—because of enemy - action
or slum conditions—is now readv and
will be presented to Parliament very
soon by the Minisier of Town and
Country Planning. This measure will
resirict the price of land needed by
local authgrities o & standerd com-
" parable with pre-war values and will
make it possible fo buy more speedily
land required for reconstruction pur-
poses.  The..Government propose io
pass it-into - law thiz session. :

It had :Been proposed that there
should be-publishied: aboul the same
time as the reconstiuction: sreag Bill
the Government’s views and propossls
about ihe wider issues of land: policy

- ment *afier Easter.”

He was Liberal
M.P. for &.W. Norfolk from 1906 fo

raised in the Uthwati repork.. Lord
Woolton promised in March ihat thess

proposais would be presented fo Parlia-

certain that the White Paper on cotn-
pensation and betterment will be issued
at the same fune, as & general back-
ground to the Bili. There are obvious

disadvantages aboul tresting one aspect -

of i{he land problem in iselation from
the rest, and the procedure fo be

..adopted. is. sbifl .héing discussed by

Ministers. Theg proposuis {0 be included
in the White Paper—whenever it is
issned-—will be thrown open 1o Parlis-

‘mentsry and public debate, -and will.

not be made the subject of legislation

UL next Session.

* * L]

The National Union of Distributive
and Allied ~ Workers, holding annuaf
conference in Londonr 3rd to 5th Mays
adopied resolution submitted by the
Preston branch declaring that low

wages and grinding peverty are inevit-

able where there are more men avail

. able than jobs ; thai the remedy is not

{0 be found in the “fnding" or
* making ' of employment by Public
Authorities, byt in frst breaking dowe
the legal barriers which prevent the
people from using the natural oppor-

funies for employment in the agricui~

tural, building aad ruineral lands of the
country, now nnused, and thai the first

-#tep to_this end can be effected most

eagily Dy means of the taxation of
all land, wsed and unused, on iis
unimprovad selling value, - .

= * -

There ig one sort of heresy , . . of -

which botli "the Catholic and the Pro-
testant Churches have always showzn o
quifa peculiar ferror. } is thatiwhiich
consists in taking literaly the very
fraquent allusions in the Soriptires io
the wickedness and consequent Samne-
tipn of the rich gad the blessedness of
the poor. Thiz had been the crime of

the Circumceilians, a militant sect of

the fourtk century whick sprang on the
African  Iatifundiz under rmuch the
same circumstances az fhe Spenish
Anarchists, and it was sleo the erime
of the Waldenses and of the Ana-
baptists, What the authorities could
not forgive in these sects was the
emphasis they laid on the secial teachs
ing nf the Gospels. And it will be
remembered with what almost insane
fury Luther urged fhe degfruction by
fire and sword of those peasanis who
were compromising him by taking his
teaching on Christian freedom in a
literal sense. The reasor: for this
violence is obvious. The Bible, and
especially the New Testament, confaing
enongh dynamite fo blow up all the
existing social systems in Earope, only
Dby force of habit and through the power
of beautiful and rhythmical words we
have ceased fo netice if. An intelligent
Chipaman has been moré obgérvant,
Sun Yat Sen; when he visited Europe,
was amazed that a religicu -which
persistently extolled ihe poor and
threatened ernd condemoed the rick
should be - practised and. maintained
chiefly by the richest, most selfish and
most respeciahle ciagses., The political

But i is net now -~

 eeopomic  importance:

skill and duplicity .required for such &
feat geemed 40 him''fe go far beyohd
snything that simple Orienials conld
run to.—From The Spanish Labyrinth
(Cambridge \University = Press), by
{erald Brenan.
. P * 3 .
There was a special article by Coun-’
cillor W. E. Hopper, * Affer the War
fdeals,” in ihe Armley arnd Wortley
Neaws, 1th April: “To cheapen cosis of -
houses, he wrote,-“and stop- profis.
being taken by private individosls

_whichh nebedy can manufacture, a

system of taxation end rating of lané -
values should be introduced.”  And the
articie, which dsalf extenzively with
the liberal ideals of liberty, concludes
by seying that development of the

individual is our greatest opportunity -

and privilege. for in the expansion of
the human scul we are [orming the
nucleus of the-ideal democracy. ’

& # -

Tha Liverpool Institule of Public
Speaking, non-poiifical, unsectarian, is
warmly commended 0 onsr readers for
the services it can render. Iis objecis
are to promofe improvement of speech,
io stimuiale 8 widsr interest ‘in ihe
English language and [lerature, and to
enfighten and insbruct public epinien
on ieatlers of national, social and
Principal and
chairman of the governing council is
Mr. Walter Ridley ; hon. segretary, Mr,
John, Hermges. Address : Church Hall,
Caledonia Street, Liverpoci, 7:

- > * -

It iz with much sorrow thet we have
{o report the death of Michael Smithson.
which happened suddenly while he was
at home on leave, Our sincere sym-
pathy is with the Deresved faiber
M, Charles H. Smithson and with hiz
daughier. Our sincere sympathy is alsy
tendered t0 Mrs, Edith Edwards and
Mr, and Mrs, Eustace Davies in the
bereavement they have susteined by
the death of Evan -Bdwards, after a
prolonged serious iflness in hospital, by
which also the Welsh Leagne has lost
a mast faithiul member.

* a *

A letter by Herbert T. Owens was
published by the Otftmwa Cilizen in
whick Le takes up the cadgels with
Mayor Stanley Lewis, who had declared
thal no building in any munigipality
should escape taxdtion. - “In groping
for a solution his worship has grasped
the wrong end of -the stick: i he kad
said that mo- building lof should be
eyempt from iaxation he weuld have
beenn on unassaflable ground.” The
lefter explained what cities in other
Domindens, as in New Zealand and the
Transvaal, had done by way of exempi-

-ing buildings and levying the local

faxes.on the value of land whether used
or not,

3, How tge Eveusy PEOPLE Becawe Ladp-
s, And How o Regain the Land,

fd. Lawp Vaire Tamsmow v Pasghow.
Review 0f what has been done in 3 number
of countries. By A. W. Madsen, B.Sc. -

1s. A BiogriPHY oF HuNmry Gposop. By
Professor George R. Geiger,
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THE BUDGET AND WHAT NOT TO TAX.

SeEAKING o the Hudget Proposals in
the House of Commons débate; 26th
A_prﬂ Mr. F. G

Itis a pmpér eb}ect of ﬁscal poiicy

. R. Douglas said -

1hat me rahef which is given 1o the
ermnlier emerpm,efs whicli ate subject to
the Excess Proflts T8% ‘will have "that
effect; because it will give a’ goi

incentive to those whe owhn alid ccmtrol -

them to extend ﬂr-ﬁ io- develop their
ealerprise.

The concession winch has been pro-

mised by lhe Chaneellor in respect of -
depreclanon of piant eguipmeni ‘and

buildings means, in effect, that the
State is going to submdlse to the extent
of 20 per cent. or to the extent of the
difference betwaen 20 per cent. and the
amonnt of alfowance which would bhe
given under the existing syelem. ihe
ihslallation of new plant and machinery.
The iotal smeunt mvolved im_this,
during the first years immediately
succee.dmg the peace or armistice, may
De in total an éhormous figure, Where,
iz the méney {0 come from In order i¢
meet ihis deficiency of revenne? If
ihese concessions Aare made in ihe
depraciation  allowandes;: “and, - conse-
quently, in the amount of taxation
whick' is lsvied upon indugtirial and
productive enferprises of all kinds, it

st inevilabiy follow that the amount .

of ihe reduction of taxation which other
payers of Income Tax will be able fo
expect i correspoidingly diministied.
It mesns that the, ordinary workmen
and salaried employees will have to
conlribiie towards . this §
which is given fo car}
populadion, andg I
Cbmmittea df i

poputation, hut 1t 18 ]
from_ ils very Daturé,
fall with heaviest effect upon 110§
able fo bear it, and every concessio
the nginre whlch the Chancellor indi-
ealed will tend®w returd the reduction
of that taxelich whick is fslling with
s0 very great effect at {he present
moment. . As F have said, T accept the
gengral proposition that it is proper for
- the Steie to eAcourage prodaction, if it
car do so, | wani lo suggest 10 the
Commiftee that sufficient atteniion has
not been given fo the foundations of
nolicy with regard to that. Our system
of taxation has treafed as absolufely
identical, income Irom land valies ang
income from the investment of cepiial
on buildings, machinery and pland,
whereas . the one is entlrel\r due-do
general -community influences and the
tﬂher 1p individoal: effort and- expemdic
tire
great importance-at- me present
when the ndtion i
great shortage off hidug i
necessary ihaf:the bmldmg of houses
shogld he encoursged -as-much
pessible, and they shomid: be™
fo thaze who oceapy-themn &b i1
reats which can be schieved,

* whigh the Chancelior, if-te \!?0111

- updp {he produced’ articles

This matter is of exceptionpaily stare

-ralepafers  who have'to “Qefy

as ot system of tayation, ldealas well
a5 nationial, continues fo-impose a-very
lat'ge -Burden upon ~the provision of
hgusm'g apcomodation, it willbe HE-
ctilt, and increasingly :difficylt 3
irendstof saxation continue; to

1hat &eodmmodation in the quanil
at the rents st which -if cught
provided. There is & feld-of ref

da yemething of the very {r
towards encouraging: witusiey.:
all; not merely bt il relief-o

general levy of taxalio
whefhe: it t& used or whethier
used, in order ic ensurg thai it witl

hecom‘, avaiiable for use without being -

Lechuse the Chanaeltor “hes i
that he contemplates reducing. ihe

“amount of the.subsidy. which Ims been

given for the purpose- “of keéping down
the cost of Hving, If Ahat Sxchequer

- agsistance towards keéping: down. the

price of food or other- essential com
modities is withdrawhi, iri.iwhole or in
part, ¥ s virtuelly. equm&]eut te an
ingcrease of taxation andsene which will
fall ‘most severely upon:thoze who- are
most necessitous, Thers is no justifi-

-~ THE COUNTY OF LONDON PLAN _ *

WaEN  wn reviewsd this proposal
{Angust, 1943} we mentioned that the
London County Council fiad adjourned
ronsideration of it antil ilie
of bodles sffecied Dby . it. had -Déen
The foliowing extracts from
adopted unammcuslv bv the

0

With a].l poseuhla rlvguplbveme
these respects the Plan will still be
exireinely expensive to implement, even
although its complefe, reglization is
spread over & long period.

The responsibllity for exacut;ng the
Plan reets upon the Gounty Council,
and the coat will fall upon:ihe County
rate, To fhe extent fo whichit increases
the rate puyahle in.each horough it -will
impinge upon-:the amoumt-of - rates
which can be raised for other PUTPOSEs,

3 ‘ihe-Plan influsnces the cost
d ofber servives admini-
by the horoughs it will alse affect
financial posxtmn

-The ‘propesed redoction in densi
Hopuatin ik ce’

"ever, io E)e expec
)

i - e e D S o

Uwhizhi s likely to have the result of
hy
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cation- i9y ihe course of actioh® which
Lke is proposing.to teke unless it is
basid upon the argument that the price
lével has changed and that the rates of
i63. have got oul of proporilon with
the pn es. of commodities. That is
d] 8 statement tha_t inflation zs

a.md mt to attempt to
& expense of those

ade the admission of
inflation, and thai he
s 50k propose o 4o {o the. root of
retble, Hub proposes to take a slep

spéeiding on the process of ntagion by
calling for moere inersasés in prices. It
would be far better if the Changellor of
the Exchequer  would- Spply the
methods, which to o great exient hdve
been applied successiully ‘hitherto, of
increasing {axzation ang ".diminishing
spending power rather than thet wa
shoold pursue the opposite course of
allowing spending power o imcresse,
increasing the amaunt of money in
circulation, rejsing the general prize
level, and malking the whole readjnst-
menf of our eesaomy for the post-war
situation more diffienlt than atherwise
it would: bes -

fap as jt consists in acquiring laad for
new or. widened roads, open- spaces,
and ofher purposes will.be -langely

determined by the standers
areated. by the exisiing popuia;
not hy: that set by a Ffukin
populalion, It is 10 be hopedsthat:
advanteges of the Plan, and econemic
progress generally, will eventually; lend
tDI compensatmg incressgs of Iam!
Ha.:

ystem of -local mt_ng

& ; i
lt is- urgenily necessary ihat some
-sysiam of looal rating of sife vaine, guch
as that coplemplated by the. County‘

Councii in ‘ta London’ Ratmg-.
Velues) Bill, 1938, should £
info effect,




MAY & TONE, 1944

IMPERIAL PREFERENCE IN THE DOMINIONS DEBATE

Op ?0th April the House of Gommons .

.debajed  * Evipire and Gommonwealid
Tinity,” ou & motion by Mr. E. Shinwell
{Lahpur, Senham) -declaring. -thai  * Lhe
Unfted Kingdom showld do iis uknost, by
eloge oo-ppevation and regerd for the
different Toints of view -of the nofions’of

the:Gommonwealtn, io-preserve in time of.

peate the npily of purpose-and sentiment
which has -held $hepy together in fima of
war,"’ Imparial  preference was ihe
dominant note of many of the spesches.
wnd [rorn hoth sides- o the House much
vrotectionist dootritie was heard. Winding
ap ke debale,-Mr. Churchill explained—
for the firsl fime publicly—the origin and
1ha murpose of the qualifying words * wilh
dne Tespect for #hefr exisling obligations
whith were inteodnesd into the Allanlic
Charter {o blunt the edge of its Free Trade
declaration. We comment slsewhere upon
ine tone and trend, end 1he political signii.
srnce, of {his debate,

wr, B. Samwesn: The Dominioh
couniries can only survive hy selling their
primary products. Bul in order lo dispose
i their primery producis there musi be
murkels fo ahsorb them, Where are those
markets? . Markels do nol emergs simply
because you 4re anxious 10 expori; markels
only emerge if you assist in ereating them,
ard,” hoving created them, miintain them,
There is o DBrilish marked stili—cene of
ifie mosl important bargaining factors i
reintion to (rade and commeree. 1 speak
guile frankly and withaui any prejudice
on ihe subjéct of fiscal poley, 1 think
ihere has been foo much talk of fisead
palicy In the past and too litde recognd-
{jon of whab was best for the-country as
& whole. After the war we shall have o
export lwice -85 much, and perhaps twe
and a-haif limes as. muech. (Wi
we look [or this inoressed irmde! §
means have o irade. sgreement with th
- United Skates, but lel us logk elsewhers
if we are secking for markeis to absorb
our products. Fe Americans wili discoyer,
after the war, thal a problem will emarge
of how io dispose ol iheir surplus pro-
duels, Where are they o find markets?
in eur markéls and bY entering il
agreements, one by one, with lhe Dominion
countries, io- thelr disadvantage and,
i}]i;seqﬁenlly‘ o the dispdvandage of 0s
7

¥ il

Sir Arengn  Bair iCnﬁservmi;Je._ £t
Pancras, SE): 1T will fighl with all my
strength against any proposal o sacrifice

the substance of Enipigg.\rade snd Imperiaj

Prefevence for 1he -shadow af universol
co-operation, ab-leasl unii and wnless &
slate of fuil employment has been reached

and bas gol beyond the reslms of pious

nopes; 4 would be sujcide for us--1o
shandon the only really “powerful weapon
in gur armoury &8nd lo reveri to those evil
dajs—for- [ saust call ihem evil—before
1932, ‘when this countery, which was no
jorger the world’s dominant manulac-
durer, i bud possessed the most scught after
-world - markel aid was obliged to receive
world’s dumiped surpiuses, while we
v -helplessly hecaunse we had no.
conirdl. whinlever over cur inporis,

Mr...-Hexpenson Smeearr Liberai
National, EastFife): In the new world
o which .we shall énfer when the war
ands 14 18 ol s 1o, the blindest people
et the, British Commonwealth of Nalions
and ihe- Empire. .probably offers us as &
{arnily of .naii
jor. cur -good
primary Interesis
jhal we forge now, and;ma
war, lhe clesest possible .
parls .of the Empire. ’

$ g in the

vith- -Gther

here sheii -

hie besi misrket of all’
" ;

LAND. & LIBERTY

Mr, B. PHLEY-{L&T!OUT.‘ Dewshury: We
are lable to Iotmel thaf we and fhe
Alled Goverpments have pledged our-

selves Over

We have said we shall further (he cmploy-
ment. by oll Stales, great and small, vielor
and vanguished, on equel terme. of e
row materials of the world which are
neefiedd for their economic prosperity.
The davger 1, wand tc warn the House
againel 15 the danger of overlodking ihat
dgenernlly wecepted ohbjective in the post
war workd thal swe are locking forward fo.
The gecond danger I see Is ihal of Iapsing

-inlo thé old policy of the Qlgwa prefer-

enfial lrade agreements.” There may he
@ lendeney to adopi the same methods
that we ‘adopled in the eerly thirlies, of
preferences in one part of the world and
exclugion for others. If thal is the case,
we shall be ignoring the lesson of the war

Alr, A. C. M, SpEaRMAN {Congervative,
Searborough and Whithy): 1 advocate cur
doing everything possible io co-operate

with- the United Stales, first of ol because’

we have.promgsed to do so in Article 7 of
the agreemtents for Lease-Lend snd Muiuel
Aid. We have to give tha Unifed Slales
every possible opporbunity or co-operation
with ug. - Apyihing less ihap this wouid
meke a very bad impression throwghout

the Domjnions, and would stréengthen the

iéolaiionisis in America, who would eclaim
{hat we have proved, ibe correctness of
what ihey had heen saying Iov  years,
Before 1932 ikers werg many people wha
thought that Jmperial preference would
jve all onr difficuliies. T {kink the reculls

nave shown thai 3hal . hope wes nal
Justified. .
Sir  EDWARD @G iConeervalive,

Alirincham) - Th resla with 1he Govern-
Aiemt 1o leave no room whalever for Goubt
about where we stand on this guestion of
uging our own market for ihs banefit of
the Brilish jamily first, Do nol lel us
sacrifice our lberty, which i viaily im-
poriant lo us, o he Commonwenlth, 1o
indin, and % ihe Coleninl Empire, for
nofhing betler “then waords in & charter
which ars of 20 proctical efect,

Lt~Col. Erzort  jConservalive, Kelvin-
grove): The whole course of the [ufure will
be ong in which organisulion, in the years
anmedisiely after the war, I3 bound o
play & much larger part than it did in the
vears of that unconirolied scrsinble whioh
we dignified by lhe neme of Free Trade.
1, did not Jead either al home .or abroad
to soch besuiiful resudts hal we should
srect it into one of e Beatitudes of the
Scriptures. -

Mr, ArTHUR GmEpNwocp {Labour, Walke-
feldy: We have heard il i ihe pas!
sbout protection and tarifls, prelerences
end so on, 1 do net delleve ihay these
termms, prolection, taril veform, Oftawe und
preferences have any meaning whalever

in the middle of the 2)th century. 1.think.

that as B grest sconomde undt, with enor-
macus possibliities, the ‘Brilish Empire

pust jovent a new lerminclogy. 1 do nob

telieve ihe ragl developmient of ihe Empire
can comg Lo ve I we think in lerms of
the ol turiff reform formule. We would
gladiy aid, as far.as I am concerned, in
gvery kind of way, the Gevelopment of all
cur. polential economic resources: in ihe
Bmpire. 1 should not ke lo say any word
which might e used in ibe Uniled Stales
sgainst our honest and sincere infentions,
rut Britain  and.her brotherhoed of Allies
ig. ihe Commonwealth can never bécome
the hewers, of wood and drawers of waler
for the Uniled Stales, We cannot bedome

cer aid over -ugain, In declarse- .
tions, on “what we regard as fundamental,
. if peace apnd prosperify are io be secimed.

the vassale of the United. States, and i
ininle we are entidled. to say so.

Mr. H,-Davion Labour, Bishop Auckland;
President of ke Board of Frade: Wilh
regard o Imperial Prefereace, perhaps I
might be permitied Lo recall ihat one ef
the fikst votes I over gave in this House,

~as long ago-as June; 1985, wes o Iavour -

of increasing the mergin of Imperial Pre-

ferenve,” Debale wos faking place op &

proposal of the Govermment of lhet iime
{o reduce the dutes upen Empire imporls
of suger, dried freils, wines, epirits and
wobaceo, Considerable debate developed
between Mr. Thomas and Ar. Snowiden,
ag he then was, ihe iormer holding thed
to reduce these duties woanld be, ncident-

ally, to reduce the cosé of Hving., ME.

Snowden keld thal it would not be to pro-
moie Free Trade as he ihoughi he
understood it Fullowing & discussion at

- 4 Lehour Perly weeiing il was decided io

allow & free vole in the House, A minoriky

T T

of us voled in Iavour of exiending the .

margin of Preferesce, and with the sid of
5 few {onservalives we managed it 1
make this iitile hnislorical excwsion in

- order that it may wot be thoughi thai the

Labavur Parif in the pest has {aken an un-
repsonible o pedentically vniftrm  view,
in opposition’ to Imperial Prelerénce. As
Hime has ghne an, oven those who ware
opposed to lmperial Preference have beeh
sonverted

world, this also musl De grealfy expanded
it we are to get the exporis and imporls
which sre necessiry, (Juile cleasly, the
Tniled Siates market is an enomnous ane,
and it is moch o our interest fo have
wocess 1o it, pacticularly 3 $his can be
negotiated on ratber befler ferms then we
used §o have Defore the war, ;

to dts gresb practical velue.’
‘With regard io -fratde wilh the rest of the

Mr. H. J. 8. WepDERBURN (Conservalive,

Benfrew W.): The speech of the hon.
Member for Segham showed not only his
pairiotizm  but 2 good deal of courage,
since ke could never have felt perfecity
ceriain that sl e opinfons which he
expressed were quite so accepimble io his

politial supporiers as they obviously were:

1o his opponents on this side of the House,
ingluding the President of - the Board -6
Trade, who proved, beyond the possibilily
of doubt, that he voted for Imperiel Pre-
ference in 1988, This is a subject on which
we would & 4o will o revise many of
ihe opinions we have expressed in the
past. There is one speech an imperial FPre
ference of the Prime Minisler’s which 1
have most olten had guoled againsi me.
“ Sentimenl by the buckellul; patrichym
by the Imperial piny; the open hond ai (he

Exchequer; the open door ai ihe pubdic. .

Fouse’” :

'The. ProvE Miwsmn (Mr. Churchill: They
might gupte zoe righi. atyway.”

Mr. WeppsrRosit: I you wanli ic have
& full economic pertnership wilh the clper
mempers of  cur, Commonwéallh, yob
cgnnot achieve | thel parinership under a
system of unvesiricted individualism éither
i dommerde or finance.  Neither Free
Trade in goods nor Free Trade in maney
will do for us. or for our Empire in ibe
world of fo-morrow, 1 think it is genor-
alfy recognised thal our economic circunt-
stances aflgr the war may oblige us, for
a very long time, to resfrict the fotal
voiune of our imporie and 1o give priorily
to {hose things whick we mosh require bt
which we cennot produce 8% home,

Sir Peacy, Harws (Liberal,; Belhnel

_Greemj: 1 have mever heen repentant.ahons

"% See 1hd GUCBLIGNS,

¥ 6 give in anoier
OIS . ‘
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mwy aiiitude fo the Qllawe Agweme-zi but
the Oftawa Agreemsnt iz there, and.obvix
cusly, in 1944, alter we nave been comrages
in . armns, .we shonld not throw over ihe
principles of thaf Agreemeni.withoul dis-
Lussmn or mutual consent,

JWe cannot leave cul of the picture the
Uniled Staies. In this Debote lhe Lend
Lense AgPeementi bas loomed rather Jarge.
om 2rd February, 1942, we signed ap

agreement with {he United Stutes arising,

out of a poiiey of Lend-Lense. (lause 7
of that” Agreempeni has been mentioned on
several oocAsions, and ) fhink 1 is cne

vwhich should be guoted in full, hecause.

there has  been spme mmmdera’(andmf,
about ft. Clouse 7 says: ‘“In the final
delermination of the beneftts o be pro-
#ided 1o the Unied Slaies of America by
the Govermmenl of the United Wingdom in
redurn for did@ furnished under Leage:Lend
Act, the terms and conditions shall be
=such a5 fol 10 burden copumerce between
the two countries bul to promote mubeally
advantageous economic relations between
{rrem zmd the beiiermeni of world-wids
econcmic relations. To tie end.ihey shail
inciude provisions for ngreed action Dy ibe

"United States of Americo and the United

Hingdons open to parlicipation of all other
tcuniries of like mind directed to the ex-
wpaasion by sapproprigle iolernational and
dompsiic. measures of production, employ-

ment and the exchange of goods which dre.

ihe material fmmdﬂhan of the Iberty and
\ﬂl!are -of all peoples.”

These arg ihe mpozlunt words: “lo
) elimination of &l : jorms of @iz
ninetory  treaiment- -’ infernational

and ollier. trade barriers; and il genera
fo the stiainment of a3l the economic ohjec-
fives gel forth D the Ablantic Charier.”

When we signed the Oitaws Agreement,
e ihought i wos o purely domestic
majter not aflecting the economic and
poditical preoblems of otfher nationg, 1t
was interpreled very differenlly- on the
gonlinent of Europe and in America. Many
felt ihas if 1he preat Brilisk Common-
wealth was {0 be closed to their trade they
must devise their own econgmic poley. It
may be thal Hitler would have ochieved
nROwWer EUHDOV- bHL ii. was 8 gre&[ sum.ﬂus
i his rise, his gesture of ours at Oltawa
which seemed to poini to the closing of
aie of the greatest markeis in the world
for heir goods. We 4o npl wam the
public to feel thal we have learned | 1:6

. sessons by the heppenings of ‘the last 2

years. We do not want it o be shggesled
thal e Brilish Commonwenlth Is™ going
16 be a closed Empire, that the world i3
going to be divided into economic groups.
Tihiz'is the woy to lead io a fhird great
war,

Colonel Pmsowz Lons_enntwe, Seven-
otls): After all, Russis makhes its
{rade arrangements fer -ite own benefit.

-America does théwpme, and Porlugal has

buill wp ils_ empire durmg the last few
vears eniirély. Dy preferentigl - arrange-
ments. Before thetwar, in Moroceo, ihe
French barviers were so high “thol me
culsider could-iock over: them, Why we

- ghowld be in (ke least dilldent sbout intro-

ducing snd continuing the same aystem 1
cunnol understand,

’\elujmr Srupeerms’ Consprvative, Tavig-
§ i There is nothing iwvimoral ar
" Jog - in - the - menger "' about . lmperial

Preference, The TUnited Stafes, Tussin
wnd the French Enipire have used it

G- per cend.  Our moderate preference
gusrgniees & slable market for the coun-
frigs ¢f the British Commonwesith, and
i i3 of vital imaportance ndl oniy m {his

©eouniry, buteven more se to the Dther

Metabers of the Commonwealth.
-Mr, F. ). Beuzexcem {Labour,
law): it 15 impossibie Ior W 1 engage

‘pitwmresthicied privaie” gnieeprise;

commETee and toc the reduclion- of farills

Has:et~-

in irage wih ihe Dominions cn the basis

did in fhe 10t century, | would say to

lon. Members on the Liberal benches -ihal -

it 15 imppodsible Lo nope-thal e ave ever
going to give them back.Free, “Trade, which
cniy made privaie eutex'prxse pos:::h‘le n
e 19ih-cepiury, Free Tredé as-we knew
it in the 14h cenlury hes gone, and with

" it many of the feafures of Free frade—

privale enterprice. Such matters as deal-

- ing_ with imperts by imporl boards -hove

ic be considered, = .We must-have, soime
Government regulalion of trade, and - 1hat
means, as ! understand #, gl we shall
have negaoliations bet\\een the
ments of this comiry 8nd -thé Dominionis
in order to seifle the volume of imporfs

.t be broughi into.thig counfry. Can we,

evein from the Dorminions, imporl jusi
what food - Iiporlers in this couniry like
io tmport? if we are fo look afler and
te epepurnge ihe agricuilural industry in
this couniry, we have to resteiel some of
the- food importe eoming from our own
Nominions, .
The Prme  Mimister (Mr. Crarchilly:
I have no inteniion of passing my remain-
mg vears in explyning or withdrawing

anyihing ! have said n ihe past, still less :

in apcﬁogsmg for it; bul what [ am con-
cerned io do is 1o show  to the House,
aiid also to Members of My own Paﬂy,
how strictly 1 have, during my steward-
ship, safeguarded he siructure:of Immperigl
Preference, winch hes arisén but of ine
,omz‘ovarss% axd achievements: of the imst
4 vears, agamsi any ‘danger .ol bheihg
swepl away in the fumull of thiz war, "Al
my first meeting will' 1he ' President of

“asl wer

Govergs

e Tnited Stoates, ol Arﬂen!a in \ewioundv
land at the. lime of e so-called *Lantic
Charter 1 asked Jor e inserlion of ihe
fnllcwing worfls which can be resd in
ihat documend: ‘7 With dué respect for
mewr existing obligalions.” Those are ihe
Lmiting words, and they ware insertdd
for the express purpose of retaining - the
House of Conmunons, and the Dominion
Parliaments, the . fullest possible rights
and. Liberiies over the. guestion of Impersal
Preference.  Again, in Februery, 1942, 1
did not agree lo Article 7 of the Mntua]
Al¢ Agreement withoul having previously
ablained Jrom the President o deflnite
assurgnce {hal We Were no more commitied
to-ithe abolition "of ¥ Liperid] " Prefererics
than ;ihe. American Goverment{ wera COm:
mitted. 1o the aboliilen of their high protec-
tive tariffs.. The discussions as to how a
gresler volume of trade and. & more
harmonious. ffow of trade cen be crealed i
the immediate “Post-war
mend, leaves ‘us n:every raspect; so {ar

as aclicn is comcerned;: perfeplly” free. 1

am eonvinged myaell ﬂmi. {here abou]d be
n careful, searching, far-ranging dischssion

an the ecc:wmwb of the posl-war workd,

and o sincere aitempt made o resoncile

conflicting  interests wherever possible.

There must be & wholehearied endeavour,

hegun In good time, ie promote the

areatest mterchanga of goods Bnd seryices
between the vavidus communilies of the

world, and to strive for that process of

petferment of slandards of life in every,
couniry withoul which expanding marke!s

are impossible, aad without which world

prusperily is a dream which mighi easiiy

lurp into a mghumu‘e .

LIBERAL- LIBER‘I‘Y LEAGUE

The economic and polilicdl freedom of
Liberaiism ig fthe keynole of the nalion-
wide appeal it has heen despalched lo
individual Liberals and sonsliluency nssc-
ciations, Three leaflets were ennlosed:

' The Liberal Aseembly and the Uihwalt -
exiracts from fhe many lelters -

Repori ;
welcomting the formalion of the Lespue;
and “ Statemenls on Liberal Folicy,”
fuoting declarafifis of Sir Henry Cumpbeli
Bannerman, Rishard Cobden, Sir Edwird
Grey. Winston Chupchill, Wallar
Lippmann, John Stuard Mill, Lord Oxiord
and  Asquith, Sir Robert Peel; Anti-Corn
Law Leagune, Licnel Robbins, Lord Sxmyiet
Adam  Smith, Herbert SBpencer an
Alexander Ure, Lopd Sirdihclyde; copies
may be had on npphcﬂlhon 8 League &
office, 4 Gres! Smith Sireé W, L

The Libersl Aszeniibl, b shoulci
Have” heen hield 18th o v
beem postponed witls wo- date
League subiilted s aubstan
cf its own for ihe agendh.v e
ments 1o two of the officiel reSolutions

[The' fext of e Lemgue's peSGlitiog
appears in another c’elumn SiEDrreR
L.o&L] -

A public meuimg was held, n e
Howldsworth Hs3, Mmmhesier -an
28h  April, pres:ded over” Iy i1

Syiney Neefioff, B.A,

-peaﬁeru were Asnley
fieid), Douglas E. Aoore
A, W, Madsen iLondon
Exghange Haotel, -Liverpool;
witen Coundillor’ W, 4, Ledsom Secre{afy
i ihe Liverpovl Liberal Eederati pre-
sided, supporled By Messts: ‘A, Mltcheli ongd
A, W. Madsen, Al bhoththesé ‘mepiings

.spegkers stressed the Point thal fhe League

haed been formied to aphold: the éonceplicn
af & Iree econcmy: lhal the, Wiy io betler
socigl eonditions i nof ihrough snper-
:nzposed ‘controls on the part of the
Government or by puiting mdustz'y under
the cdre or assistonce dr discipiine of the
Stale; lhe (rae’ way y- aboliticn -of

znonopoly grd special privilege, opening
ol Pritish porls fo the commerce of the
weorld, irrespective of whit other. couniries
may do, it is to ibernie production and
trade and 1o offer full scope to privaie
enterprise sc emancipated; and, mest
fundamental, 1o sslablisk a ﬁ'ee lend
systern gwing every encouragement 1o
ocoupation and use end securing for the
commuziity, ns its just revenue, the value
of land {spart irop-buiiding and jmprove-
mepts) al rightfully belongs to Ik

A coaference on Land and Housing,
srganised by the Home Counfies. Liberal
Federation on Ssburday, 29th April; was-
aitended by members of fhe Laggue, “wlien
Mz, 5, Marlin, press secretary, was one of
the pemel.of. s Brains .Trest which cob-
chuded - the: proceedmgs

Most Liberals have known thal ihe words
: fespect for  exisling *obliga-
Dodn T Article TV oi the Allgntic

‘thérvefors, Mr. Churchill's belated admis-
siom thel freedom io continue ImpeTial
Preie:*e;nce was ungffected  did mol come
as & surprise, hut the weak oppusihan put
up by fhe Liberal representaiives in ihe
House bhes caused much despondepey,
amongst ihe renk and file in ike coudiry.
The aclion that should be taken io present
a4 more uncompraomising front will be con-
sidered ab the next executive meehing of
the League on Lith June. Guoe thing 33
cerlain; & “ fighting front ™ musi be pre-
sented ot the forthcoming: Assembly
Conference of ihe Liberal Parly.

Mr., C GexpanL  Hawrsns, Teceniiy
adopted &s prospective Liberal candidale
for the Chisiehurst Division of Keni, said
n bis ipiroductory address that he’ SiYp-
ported the Liberal principle of the Taxefion
of Land yalues, that the Uthwalt proposals
were a duhions compromise, and 88 £cl.
apulé nob be olerated, and he was mﬁ pel‘
cent. for the League. -

years in agree- .
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V.&Rlﬂﬂs ACTIVITIES
TwrreEn CoMMITTEE
- What is the besi or most effective
. wegrk thet may be done at ihis time

Mr, Verinder addressed o Discussion

Sociely, in conneciign with a chorch at

" Actop Green, on 8rdMay, The subject

%esides the holding of meelings and’

sindy circdles?  An answer iz to dis
seminate the Literators of the rowement
ss widely as possible. ‘That cam be
dene by lLand or thraagh l_h‘e“pos_st A
large sssoriment of leaflets is availabie.
Trey go ovt in a steady -sirean fo.
wellselecied” dr  well-recommended
‘addresses. A . reremt, postsge, for
examplé, was thet to ihe secretaries
@f ail the locg? Labour Parties fiirpugh-

gut the couniry and io the secrefaries -

of te NU.E., chooging Ior them the
iepffeta: What Ty Full Employment?
The Luabour Purty and the Dikwall
Repori—ls “Langd  Nationalisatior the
Remedy,; Agricullural Policies—Ldbour,
Liberal and- Conserveive, )
Genergd catalogue of hooks and par-
piilets, together with-a compleie set of
leafiels, wili be sgnt on receipt of 3d.
siamps. Readers who ¢an nnderiake &
gistribulion should select the leaflet or
lpafiets (best sulted for their  parpose),

which may be had at the rate of &s. per
100, And ean you help our postal

campaign by providing names and
nddresses of perscps likely to be
ipterested and who can. be informed
ebout any aclivities in their areas?
Thal will be a particularly hLelpful ser-
sice, for many 5G] :
Land & Liberty heve been obtained just
in that way.
Lo Lownon L
. The anzual business meéiing of the
- English Leagoe for the Taxation of
- Lend Values took piace af the rooms,
‘4 Great Smith Sirest, 8W.1, on 24
T May. After consideration of reporis
and the election of officers for. the
¢ enmuing vear; resclufion moved Iy .,
€. WE Loveridge was adopted in the
; following fermsi— '
* That the policy of ' faod, work and
homes ' can- only be achieved by remov-
ing all obstacles to the produclion: of
weglth and 1o the exchange of weéalih
preguced, To this eme-it 15 imperative
1hat the land with &)l its potentielities

. Lepour Party on 10th May on the
. Housing Pioblemn has_a helf-colamn
.report in the Clapham Observer. - |

new subscribers to -

Tor production, ”fivhethgr in 'a_griculiure,'
or ag & source ¢l raw materiais ¢r as .

sites for homes and commercial and
industrial undertakings, shall be pat
“ {p ils best economic nse, and thai the
. goods which are produced by our
- labour from land mey be exchanged
without penally or interference for
loze wi need from other couniries.
To engure this it is essentis] thal taxes
upen the production and exchange of
wealth shall be abolished, and that the

velue of land shall be taken for public .

revehue for lhe benefit of the com-
muniy which has created that value,

in order that {hese who own lafd shall.

ke deierred from holding it idle, and
Ahose who use land shall not be penad-

belter use of it.” 7

The Report of the Exscutive for {be
past year, iogelher with the Financial
Slaremnent of the League, is in print
and copies may he bad op application.

ized by higher taxaiion for making -

was Hible Lend Laws. An gttentive
hearing wa3 follosved hy an interesiing

“digenssion and an. invitstion to pay
- snother vigit,

All the copies of: My
Neighbour's.. Laadmark. that he had
with him were prompily sold.

On. 18th" May the Baitersea “ Parlia-
ment ** adopted & resolution ‘moved by
M. W, E. Fox, memniber of the English
Leggue Bxevufive, that “ Thiz House
declares that trne Sodialism is that staje

of soclety wherein {a) the reni of land -

is collecied for public vevenue.; (k) there
are nc laxes or-iariffs whatscever 3
{2). all maonopoly- mndertakings are run
By the State, withewt profit-; " (d) ednca.
Hon and hospitels are State Services:?
An address by Mr, Fox to the Clapham

. <. " YORKSHIRE - oo
The Executive of the Yorkshire and

- Northern Land Values League. met on

27th April and were fortunate ih having
the offer of help thres days a week for
gix ‘months from Mr,. F. Béniley, who
infil recently was serving in the Army
as Chaplain (Corigregationgl). M
Bentley, who is a mative of Bradiord,
las spent seversl vears in Ausiralia
and Canada. He read Progress and
Poverty years ago, baf only got in con-
taet with the “movement last year
through finding Lerd & Liberty on
King's Cross Bisliofl tooksiall,

The Annusl Meeling of the Leagoe

vwiil be held at the Church House, North
Parade, Bradiord, on Safurday, 10th
June, beginning at 3 pm. It will be
fellowed hy a public meeting, the
speakers including Mr, Ashley Mitchell,
M. Pryce V. Olver,Mr, A. W, Madsen
ant Mrs, ¥, G. Sumner. -

Mr, Mitchell aftended the anonal
mesting on 10th May of the Wikefleld
Liberal Association and spoke. Oze of
the members during the subsefent dis-

cussion paid the compliment thai the
speech reminded him of the * Liberalism

ey used 16 hear™
o AANCHESTER

Brdins Trusis respectively under the
augpices of the Manchester Land
Values League and the Henry George
3chool of Sociel Seience were held in
Manchester and Whalley on 28th April
and 1sf May. The replies given to the
numerons questions discussed fully the
economics of Free Trade and Lend
Valne Tdxatlign and ibe Henry George
social philosophy in its wides( bearings.
Porticipanfs at one or other or &l hoth
fhese meetings included Dr, 3. Vere
Pearson, Mrg, "IN, Catterell and. Coun-

“gillor 8. Needoff and . Messrs. Asblay

Mitchell, D, 1. J, Owen, A, H. Weller
and A, W. Madsen, The audiences were
keenly interested, showing that the
“ brains trust’” is noi only an instrue-
{ive bit also an. entertaining way of
helding ¢ piblic meeting, Proceedings
were  reported in dhe Maenchester
Guardian and the Ciitheroe Advertiser.

A1 Whalley {here were visitors frem -

Manchesfer, Liverpes!, Preston, Rish-

ton, Darwen and Blackburn, besides
residends in the immedate distriet.
Helding its annnal pusiness meefing
.on 28th, April, in the Honldsworth Hall,
the. Manchegter Land Values League
adopted resolution, moved by Mr, D. -
Catterall, ‘expressing disgppoiniment af

~the-inferim report: of the-Land Valies

Spedisl Cemmiittee of the Manchester
City Cowhell ‘with its accepfance of the
impraciicakle proposals of the Uthwatt
Report; and fooking forward to the
-early 1s8ue of the Committes's frdl

YOUR SUPPORT

The Uhited' Commifiee for the Taxation
of Land Values Eimited {publishers of this
Journal), ihe Inlernafional Union apd thé.
Leaques listed elow. are mainlained. by
e vajuntary sapport of those who. belicve
in and would seek to advance the principle
and policy whick the Commitice, the Tmion
and the Leagues advoeates Land Value
Taxation and Free Trade in its fulness,
with removal of the tax burdems and
abolition. of all monopolies and speeinl

" privileges that -interfere with the prodec

tion of wealth and preveni its jus{ distri-
buiipn.- An earnesi appen) is rmade for
your support: © Donations supplementary
io- postal ‘subseription for “Land &
Liderty™* {3s: yearly, or 75 cents for U .
al Canada) wilt be allocated as- ‘desired
among any ol the associnlions named,
Cheques may Te made payable to W R.
Lester. % Great’ Smith ~ Sfreet, London,
S.W. 1. Friends in the UL.S.A. and Condda
can avail themselves of the facilities Kndly
provided Dby the Reoberi Schalkenbach
Foundation, 32 Eest 20lh Strest, New York,
who will receive and forward subscrips
fions named jor -*Land & Liberty.” In
such case, chégues, 2fc., should be made

rayable 1o the Bobert <Schalkenbach
Fopndation, |, -

N ADDRESSES B
__At 4 Greal, Smilh Streel, London 5.W.1, -

Teleplione Abbey €665: Uniled Commitiee
for he Taxation of Land Valhies Lid,;
W, B. Lesler {Treasurer), A. W. Madsen
(Seoretery),. F. C. R, Douglas (Assisiant
Secret - Henry  George  Foundation
(E;‘u_bhsh(p_g Department;  Inlerndtiona)
Union 10¥ Land Value Texadion and Free
Trade, Ashley Mitchell {Treasurer); English
League, Fredk. Verinder (Secretary); Henry:
Gecrge Schocl of Socidl Science.

Yorkshire League, C, H. Jones and Percy
Roberts {Hep.  Secretaries), F. Beniiey
{Organising Sweoretery), 128 Skipton Read,
Keighley: Manchester League, A. H. Wellgr
(Secretary) The Dingle, Chester Road,
Hazel Grove, nr. Manchesler; Hemry George
Freedom_Leﬂ.gue, Wi, Rejd (Secretary)
9. Woodside Crescent, Glasgow C3 [Phone
Douglas 5598);, Welsh Lesgue, E. A, Davies
{Hon, Sen.) 7 Park- Place, Cardif ["Phone
1563) and L T. Rees (Hon. Organizing
Sec.). 2 Southey Sireel, Cardiff; Midisnd
Lengue, John Bush (Presifent) 20.Cannon .
Street, “Birmingham, 2; Liverpoct League,
Miss 'N. MeGovern “(Hon. Correspondence
Sec.) ¥ Osmasion Boad, Prenton, Birken-
head; Crosby Henry George Fellowship,
¢, C. Pafon (Hop. Sec) 1f Tudor Road, .-
Liverpool, 23; Portsmouils League, H, R.
Lee (Hon. Sec) 13 Lawrencs Road, Souti-
sea; Derbyshire League, G, Musson {Hon
Ser.) 20 Denby Lane, Codnor: Edinburgh

ve, A, Davis (Acling Hon. Seo)

8 Kirkhill Terrace, Edinburgk, 9; Casile
Douglas Henry George Fellowship, Mrs,
Margaret McCall 82 King Streel, Casile
Douglas,  Hirkeudbrighishire;  Highland
Leagye, 1. Mackenzie (Hon. Sec) Queens-
gate Arcade, Tnverness.
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report, in which if propoges fo incinde
its findings on the Raling of Lapd
Valuss—the systemt now in operation
in meny parts of the world and recantly
promeoted by the London County Connell

© . in its Parliamentary Bill as a more just

and scientific methed of local rating,
restoring as it does to the community
- some of the values created by the com-
munify. The resclution was sent io
the Chairmar of ihe Land Values
" Specisl Commitiee and lo the Press,
~ Oiher business inchided adoption 6! the
secretary’s and the freasurer’s reports.
Officers elected for” the ensuing year
ares Dr. §. Vere Pearson, President;
Mra. D, Catterall, Mra. F. G. Sumner
and Mr. Al Brown, Vice-Presidents;
Mr. D, J. 1. Owen, Hou Treasurer ;
iss B. Neble, Chairman of Commitiee;
all the members of the Commitiee were
re-elected: .

Mr, X, Brown, Warrington, addressed’

a meeting of the Hale Lshour Parly
on 9ih May, taking * Taxation and
Rating " as his subject. He said it wag
open i ihe pafily to beconns affiliated
with the. Meanchesfer Land Values
League, following the example of the
divisional Tahour Party snd two locul
parligs that were alrsady =0 alfiliated.

. LivERrooL, | N
“The Liverpool Post reported the very
siccesstul snd well-gifended meeting
neld in the Exchange Hotel, ist May,
under the auspices of the Eiverpool
Land Values Leagoe and the Liverpodl
ingtitnte of Public Speaking, Addresses
werd given by Councillor 8, Needoft
and Mr, A. W. Madsen, followed by
discussion, - Unforiunately Mr. G. L.
Reakes, M.P., announced oz presiding,
“eonld nop attend, The chair was
©tmken by Mr. Walter Ridley, of the
Tnsfitute of Public Speaking, The ability-
and fhe distinction: with which he con-
ducted the meeting received deserved
comnplisnent, the which we should like
to endorse by comnending to budding
speskers the Institute that obviously
gives such excellent treining,
7 A% this meeting there was a grafify:
“ing enrolmenet of new members of the
Land Values Leagme and of students
for the economic classes in  Greal
Crogby and Liverpeoi, Alveady & new

study” citele has been formed in the-

West Derby alsfrict.
s GLASGOW ) :
Thé Henry George Freedom League,

Glasgow, held its annual meeling atita .-

rogms, 8 Woodside Crescent, (.3, on
- 26th April. Mr. John Witaon, in the
unavoidable absence of the Chairinan,
Mr. A. J: Mace, presided,’ In his open-
ing remarks Mr, Wilson referred io the
great loss the Scottish movement had
sustained in the death of Ex-Bailie
Peter Burt, the late hon. President of

- tiis League, to whose ottstanding quali-

ties and generous support over s ALY
years i€ paid & high tribete, Seying
that. rearrangernents would have to-be
mede by the Trustees- apd some finan-
cial adjustments cerriéd ~out, Mr.
Wilsen snggested ihat the business of
thie annual meeting should not be ‘con-
cluded, buj that a Turther general meg
ing be called at dn.early dafe ; and that

Socialism.
* writes, “ to recall some contemporaty

was agreed. ports of the secrefary
on the year's work and on the financial
staternent weyk sdopted, . For  the
enguing vear office-bearers were elected
subject 10 consent by those not in
oitendance: Mr. J. C. Geddes was
elecled Lon. Président ; Mre, A, J, Mace
by agreemient resumed the office of kon.
Treasurer ; the gllice of Pregident which
he wvacated wap filled by Mr. R C.
MceGhee,  All the [ormner Vice-Presi-
dents gnd commitlee were re-electad,

and My, D MéCracken wis elécled afl’

addilional Vice-President.

O the day preceding the meeting,
Mr. Douglas MacDonald, late President
of the lLeagnd had been formally
elected Chairman of the Scottish Liberal
Federalion. That should indicate he
will guide Scotfish Liberals so far. as
the fundamentals of Liberalism gre
coneertied,

o CasTiE Doucras

The Henry George Fellowship meels

at 19 King Street on the first Sunday
of month at 7 pm.  On 7Tth May Mrs.
M. McCali opened discussion or ™ Land
Value Taxation versvs Land Nationah-

zation,” ‘Mr, W. Bolten presiding, On. -

4th June Mr. B. J. Maxweltl will open
digousgion on” ' Is umemploymeni &
naforsl or an  artificially produced
phenemenon? ™ and Mr. A, Clark will
pregide. Co . .

: CORRESPONDENCE

The Caotholic Heralg, 28th April, pub-
lished a more then eolumn long letier
from Mr. Johh 'W. Regan clari{ying the

.igsues raised by ofher corresponrdents

in the discussion on the Popes and
“It may be useful,” he

words on the subject by Henry George
in his Condition of Labour, which he
deseribed a8 *sn open letfor o Pops
Leo XIIL," after studring the famous
Exncyclical .of thet Pontifl.” - There fol-
ivws a long oand very
from the book. Cutiin
of other letterz. hawe
including A, J, Mace it
Press and the Record,
fhe Western Mail, D. J. 7. B in the
Manchester Guardion, Mfs: F. &
Sumnper in the. Clitheroe Advertiser,
*J. AL in the Ross-shire Journal, &
Feilding in ihe Seuthpore Visilor, 3.

apposite extract
s of 8 number
R received,
Clydebank
finder in

Martin in the Croydon Times and

“ Avdax ™ in the Yorkshire Gbserver.
The Builder, 12th May, had & letter
by Mr. A, C. Wilkinson, Chartered
Survever, - Liverpool,  Mr,  Ashley
Mitchell bas been engaged n a con-
giderable  correspendence in  the
Huddersfield Ezaminer. * Merchant ”
wrole a letter in the Western -Mail
quoting Henry George's Social Prob-
fems, fellowing -up ‘the report of the
Cardilt Religion and Life week at whicl
& paper wag piesented by Dr. D, G.
Taylor, the president of the -Welsh
Lang Valtes' L, h -
“REQEES
Readers-can:

thig ar ser-
llection of citttings
Mark anything of

particular importapce, and do not over-
Inok in write on each cuiling the fitle
and date of e paper from whick it is
isken,
SIXTY YEARS A BECRETARY
Mr, Fredk. Verinder, of Elm Park
Avenne, Toftenham, formerly i assis-
tant master in the Totlenham Grammar
Schdol, will be keeping, on Sunday next,
the sixtietl: anniversary of his etection,
on 7ih May, 1884, as Secretary of the
English League for the Taxation of
Land Values, an office which he still
hoids fn his 86th vear, From 1877 "
1003 he was Hon. Secretary of the Guild
of 8t Matthew, of which he was a
fonnder-member. The Guild, under the
teagership of the late Rev. Slewart
Headlam, was largely responsible for
the revival of Churchmen's intersst-in
Soctl Reform. Mr, Verinder was 2
personal friend of Henry George, the
~ famons author of Progress and Poverly,
and has himself wriiten many books,
pampliets and leaflets on the Land
Testion. . His exposition of Old Testa-
ment Land Laws under the title of
My Neighibour's Landmark, hes been
‘honoured by the approval of the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury, the Chief Rabhi -
and many other religious leaders, and
ig now in is foirth edition. I iz pub-
tished by the Heriry Georpe Foundation,

4 Great Smith Street, 8B.'W.1.—Toffen-
ham Weekly Herald, 5th May. i
N AN ARMY JOURNAL |
Cpl,- G A, MacDonald, whose corre-
spondence with Mr. E. J. McManus we
recently reporfed, had . the: lesding
article in, The Ouf; the divisional news

] 6t Bivision Sub Park,
0.0, Mbditerranean Forees, which
is printediender feld conditiogns-with &
cirewlation of more than.2400.. Cpl
MacDonald comifiented on-céntributions:
by Dvr. Kramer to.ihe * Political
© Foram,” and i his reply wrote:--- .
“1In facewpf the lact that poverty is
aniversal amongst ail the nations of
ihe world, from richest to pooresi, some
cornmon ¢atse 5 indicated. . . . And
the root causéd’ The answer iz simple
and epsily proven—to those who pre-
servegin open mind, suscepiible t0 the
impaid of a new idea, bub not I think-
to those who belleve that Britain's

wealth is the land—who owns the land,
or is able 10 exercise-a monopoly upor
its producis, owns all weaith. And
hecause the Beveridge blan is naturally
enough bosed upon the economie con-
céplions, broadly speaking, of the
dovernment that sponsors ii, ¥ does
oot touch the root of our economic
troubles : it merely Gnkers wilh the
resulis of poverty, nof with Hs cause.
... Henry George deterpingd the
cause of poeverty aver hall a centary
‘ago ifootnote desceribing the book Pro--
gress and Poverty—<Ep., L. | J
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