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MR. HERBERT MORRISON’S BACKSLIDING

In Tue debate on February 15 on the
White Paper on local government (the
main proposal in which was the setting
up of a boundary commission to readjust
the areas of local authorities) some refer-
ences were made to rating and the
burden of local expenditure. Replying
to the discussion on behalf of the Gov-
ernment, Mr, Herpert Morrison (Home
Secretary) said: —

“The hon. Member for Cheltenham
{(Mr. Lipsony referred to the rating
system and asked: s it the last word
in wisdom?® I do not know, 1 only
say this: Once upon a time § plastered
the walls of London with the slogan:
*Voie for the Labour Party and &
municipal Income Tax™ A fow wesks
after the election—which we did not win,
but in which we had made considerasble
progress, as usual—the hon, Member for

Bow and Bromiey (Mr. Key), whe was .

then prominenily associaled, as he siil

5. with local government work in Poplary,

came to iy office and asked, *How
much imcome do vou think Poplar will
get out of this municipal Income Tax of
yours? © 1t was rather a shock, and 1
st confess I was rather doubtiul about
it myself.  Since then the walls of Lon-
don have not seen any pbsters about a
municipal Income Tax. C
“1 could make & considerable speech

against the rating system, but the trouble”

is to find something that is better. What
we have done as the years have gone on,
is to merge the rating system, which
started in 1601 under Queen Elizabeth,
with the device of the grant-in-aid, so
that you have z fusion of pational taxa-
iion and all its elasticity, with the rating
system and its admitted -lack of elas-
ticity. 1 do not say that that is perfect,
but I think there is more to be said for
it than, perhaps, one would think at first
sight. T cannot think of anvihing better
myself, . . .7 ’ N

This is a very strange and far from can-
did statement.  There is a great deal
more of the history of Mr. Morrison and
the London Labour Party than one
would dream of from his speech, and one
cannct help thinking of the latin maxim
which may be translated: To suppress
the truth is to suggest the faise.

At a London County Council election
subsequent to that veferred to, the
Labour Party won a majority on a pro-
gramme which included the rating of
land values. That was in 1934, The
London County Council then instructed

its Fipance Commitiee (of which the
chairman was Ms. Charles (now Lord)
Latham 1o consider the matter,  The
Council, under the leadership of Mr
Morriscn, approved a repori of the
Finance Commitice advocating the raling
of site values, and urging that the Gov-
erament should introduce legislation for
this purpose. In 1937 the Labour Party,
still pressing tor the rating of site values,
gained a still larger muajority on the
.00 As there was no hope of the
CGiovernment doing anything, the London
County Council then introduced a Bill
for the purpose of initiating the rating of
sitc values in London.  The Spzaker
ruled this Bill out of order as a subject

for private bill procedure. Mr. Morri-
son, stil leader of the LCC., and a

member of Parliament, moved i the
House of Commoos, on Febroary 15,
1939 {just six vears prior to the speech
we have quoted {rom) for leave to bring

in the Bill as a public bill. There voted
for this maotion 114 Labour members and |

21 of other parties, and against it 229,
dir. Morrison’s speech on that occasion

“the rating of site valuss.

is on record. He was then able to think
of somcthing better than the eéxisting
rating system.

Tt may also be of interest to recall that
although the hoardings of London saw
no more posters advocating a local in-
come tax, they did see some advocating -
One of these
pead: “ Herbert Mosrison says: & Make
the landowner pay rates”  ‘When he pays
Wis share, vours will be lighter.” = The
clectors also saw some verv attractively
printed and clearly phrased leaflets,
isseed by the London Labour Party,
which Mr. Morrison specially advised
focal Lahour parties to purchase and
circuinte.  We reproduce two of these
below. We think that they siale ths
case forcefully and accurately., Can we
believe that ¥r. Morrison has suddenly
forgotten these and all that he has said
and written in favour of the rating of
site values? or has he changed his mind?
The eciectors of London, at least, have a
right to demand from him an explana-
tion of where he now stands and where
-the London Labour Party stands,

Leaflets issued by the London Lebowr Farty . ]
" THE CASE FOR A RATE ON SITE VALUES

The 1..C.C. has a great new rating plan
spreading the cost of London’s govern-
ment more fairly.

THe PosiTion To-Day

Rates are levied entirely on houses and
buildings—and are paid by the oecupiers,
not the owners. Ng rajes are levied on

" the land itself—London’s life and work

makes. its land worih a hundred or a
thousand times more than land in the
couniry. The landowner. pockets his

~ huge rents, but pays nothing back to the

London community.
LoNpoN CouNty CoOUNCIL'S PROPOSAL

Levy a moderate rate of 2s, in the £
-on the annual value of Jand, Thus get a
revenue of some £3.000,000 a year, make

the landowner pay his share, spread the
burden of rates more evenly and relieve
the present ratepayers.

The LCC. is asking the consent of
Parliament to do this..  See that reac-
tionary vested interests do not prevent
fair play for Londen ratepayers. WRITE
TO YOUR MP. ABOUT IT!

1. Without roads, drains, hospitals,
schools, parks and police, town land
would have no value. Who provides
these things? The L.C.C. or other local
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authority.  The landowner should help
pay for thent.

2. One of the L.C.C’s biggest jobs is
housinig. It has to pay heavy prices for .
Jland. Some landowners who pocket
these huge sums have been payn~ -
small rates on their land as * aprew-
tural,” and since 1929, no rates at all.
For the land for its four big “coitage ™
estates the price paid by the L.CC.
represented nearly six times the value on
which the mumicipality had, before 1929,
been receiving rates on the land. This
hits the L.C.C.’s tenants and all rate-
payers. Landlords should pay rates or
the true value of their land. :

3. At present, rates are levied only on
the use made -of land, largely in propor-
tion to the use made of it Make aff
land pay, in properiion to its value, and

~spread the burden more fairly.

4. A rate on site values works per-
fectly in many parts of the Empire and
Furope. In scores of citics the whole of
the rate is on site values,

The rating of site values, like every
other reform promoted in the interest of
the general body of cifizens, is bitterly
opposed by the big vested interests—in
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this case the landowners—whose unfair
privileges are being attacked. _
Site-value rating s no new-Tangled
idea. Tt has worked perfectly for years
in great cities in Australia, New Zealand,
Denmark and elsewhers. :
The Conservative Government may
try to block this reform on the pretext
that the principie of site rating should
be settled nationally. ™ T
Bon’t be bluffed. If the principle is
right for London, and if London™s gov-
ernment, with the support of iis people,

asks for its application, Parliament
should not say “ No.”
REMEMBER! If the LCC’s pro-

posal for fairer rating goes through, the
L.C.C. rate levied on the general body of
ratepayers wHi be less than it would
otherwise be.
RATES OFF HOUSES AND ON
LAND

The other leaflei issued by the London
Labour Party was a one-page shest and
read : — -

THE RATING OF SITE VALUES

AMND THE SMALL
HOUSE-OWNER

Cuestion—How will it affect the small’

man who owns his house or is buving it
through a building society?

Answer—He will benefit. )

Why —Big landowners will pay most
of the rate on site values. This rate will
mean an increase in the Council’s in-
come and 50 a reduction in the “general”
rate.  The small house-owner, while pay-
ing a small sum on his land, will save
much more on the “general” rvate levied
on house and land together (the house
being worth much more than the langd).
Big Iandowners pay; small house-owners
and tenanis bepefit.

Exomple—Suppose  the house s
assessed at £30 and the annual value of
the land is £6. A rate of Zs. in the £
on the site value would mean a payment
of 12s. a vear, but if the “general” rates
were reduced or preveated from rising
by, say, 1s, in the £, then the smal owner
woukd save 30s. on his “general” rate
Thus he would be in pocket by 8. a
year.

The rate on site values would, thers-
fore, help the small house-owner, and at
the same lime secure a fair pavment from
the big landowner and the properfy coin-

_ panies who profit by public expenditure
out of the rates, bui at present make
little, if any, coniribution.

Moral-~Don't let the big Jandowners

and land speculators use the small house-

owner as a smoke sereen to “mask™ their
own sellish interests. - Support the L.C.C.
proposals. Mzke vested interests pay a
fair share. o :
CWRITE TO YOUR: MP. ABOUT IT -

3. Tug lowpow CounNey AND
SiTE VaLus Harimag,

amd discussion in. the I'ress, .

Courein

Dobateés on the Bl

SCOTTISH SMALLHOLDERS MEMNACED

Tur REPCRT on Land Settlement in Scot-

land (Cmd. 6577) of a commiites ap- -

pointed by the Secretary of Sumte for
Scotland deserves serious attention. Fx-

- ¢ept for My, James Dunlop, who signs a

Mote of Dissent, the commities oropose
to abandon all the distinctive features of
Scottish legisiation with regard to small
holdings and to adopt the methods which
are applied in Eogland.

“The first Statute dealing with this
matter was the Crofters Act) 1886, It
was the result of a long struggle which
had gone on with varying iatensiiy ever
singz the time of the ill-famed Highland
Clearances.  The main achievements of
this Act, which applied only o the
north-western couniies, and to holdings
of ander £30 avnual value, were: (1) To
give the holders security of tenure: {2y st

ca rent which could be peripdically re-

vised by a judicial tibunal; (3) the rent
not fo take account of any improvements
erected by the holders or their pre-
decessors.

These provisions had the im-
portani consequence that crofters were
aot rated upon the improvements mads
by themselves, because the value of thess
improvements was not included in the
vent, and although they had security of
tenure they were deemed fo be tenanis
for less tham 2§ vears, and must, under
the Lands Valuation (Scotland) Act,
1834, be rated on the rent actually paid.

The erofters thus obtained conditions
enabling and encouraging them fo de-
velop their holdings.  They were not
penalised either by higher rent or higher
rates if they made improvements, nor did
they risk eviction and confiscation of
their improvements, for they had security
of tenure 3o long g3 they paid the -
lated rent and did not commit wasiz io
the hoiding.

These great advantages were, with
some ght changes, exiended io the
whole of Scotland, and applied to hold-
ings of less than either 30 acres or £5
rent by the Small Landholders (Scotland)
Act 1917,

in 1895 an Act amending the valua-
tion Act of 1834 was passed to cnsble

7=

{
i

structural  improvemenis, which  could
not be rated because they were not in-

claded in the rent of the land, to he
separately  assessed  and rated by a
separate entry in the valuation roll. This

Act, however, cxeompied strpctural im-
provements and srections

“made or ac-
quired for agricuiural purposes by the
lessee of subjecis wholly or maisiy agri-
cultural,” and by virive of this the im-
provements of crofters continued fo be
Tree [rom rating. The Act of 1911 ap-
plied this provision i landholders, the

name tnen applied to croflers and to
- those brought under the wider pro 18

i 3
of that Act.  Thus the position con-
dnued until 1937, whes atlempts were
made fo assess dwelling hooses of smail

landholders who were engaged in fishing .

or other indusiries, or let their houses o
others, the ground being that thoss
houses were not wsed for agricultural

estates,

purposes,  In 1938 the Lands Yaluation
Appeal Court decided -that orofters. or
small landhelders were not liable 1o be
rated on dwelling houses which they had
erccted on their holdings if they ocoupied
the houses themselves. . In other cases it
seerns that they may be rated on their
houses. A :

The establishment of the crofters’ and
latterly of the small landholders’ tenure
did not creaie new holdings, but simply
protected existing holdings.  There were,
however, provisions in the Crofters’ Acts
Tor ealargement of wneconomic holdings,
and in the Small Landholders Act for
creation of new holdings on  private
i each case the land was rented
from the owner without Sfate purchase.
Under these provisions there have bes
2,24% new heidings and 2698 enlarge-
ments, mostly in the Highlands.

Under other statuies powers  were
given for Staie acquisition of land o be
let to smalihoiders. Under thess, 2,975
new holdings have been formed gpd 448
enlargemenis.  Up till 1926 alt new hold-
ings Tormed on land purchased by the
State were let on landholder's ienure,
that s 1o say, at a rent for the land
alone, the improvements being paid for
by a loan to the landholder so becoming

his property for which he was en-
titted to compensation # he left the
holding.  Since then new holdings have

been 3ol ot a rent which covers both land
and improvements.

This change of policy iavolves both
the expenditure of public monsy upon
tand purchase and the lLability of im-
provements for rating.  In both respecis
it is mistaken. The present report pro-
poses that all the legisiative powers for
the establishmeni of small holdings on
privaiz lands should be vepzaled, and
that all new holdings should be cstab-
iished on land acauired by the &
“preferably by outright purchase” I
this were done the change of policy com-
menced in 1926 would be made staiutory.
The preseni moment is, in any case, the
worst which could be chosen for such a
change, even i the change had any in-
irinsic merit. The price of land 5 now
swollen of the
circamstanoes of and the ex~
tremnely high level for agricul-
tural products.  New smait holdings will,
i fore, ed under the most un-
favourable conditions, 1, as is abmost
inevitable, nrices fall, sny abatement of
2d Lo the new smaltholders will
nse of the public purse and
vaid by the faxpaver. On the other
hand, if new holdings ware formed in the
wise fashion initiated by the Crofiery
Art, and continned by the Act of 1911,
oa privaie Tand vented from the land
owner, adjustments of rent couid be
made from time to time as the clreum-
stances warranicd without cost o the
rublic, C B

it may indeed be true that the number
of new holdings formed under crofters’
or Tandholders’ tenurs has riot been large
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enongh to satis{y the demand for small
haidmgs That indicates the need, not
for an abandommeni of the policy, but
for strengthening the legislation and
operating it with more vigour. Iin addi-
tion, the service done by i these Acts in
mainfaining ex;s‘ung smalfholdings  in
existence is often overlooked.  Two-
thirds (42,003 out of 74017} of the agri-
cultural holdings in Scotland are batween
1 and 50 acres in exient.

Fhe position has been complicated by
de-rating, which has retieved dg,m.vlmzal
land as well as the buildings and 1m—
provements of seven-eighths of the rate
at the expense of sm_posing heavier
general taxation and heavier rates upon
land and improvements used for non-
agriculfural purposes.

AN this legidlation, which was intro-
duced under Conservative governments
for the benefit of agricultural landlords
should be swept away. Al fand should
be rated upon the land value, Al buiid-
ings and improvements should be free
from rating. Mew holdings should be
formed by the compulsory leasing of
land from landiords, and no punhc
money should be spent upon buying them
out. .

FAMAICA
“Terg  AMERICAN news-sheet, Worldover
Press, November 29, quotes its Kingston,
Famaics, correspondent:—

“When bauxile, the mideral .from
which aluminium is made, .was dis-
covered two years ago in }amalca, there
was much excitemnent.  But fow facts-be-
came known to the people of the island
or to the outside world, Quietly, repre-
a Canadian
Bauxite Company of Jamaica, went
through the countryside, buving bp large
tracts of land without alvu]"mg the exact
extent of their holdings or acquisitions.
Land means everything to the Jamaican,
for industries are few and the population
tremendous. - Whatever the size of the
land porchases, they were substantial
enough to calse no shght alarm among
many Jamaicans. . Now they “are dis-
covering that the Canadian firm is-a sub-
sidizry of the Aluminium Company of
Canada, which is.owned in:actuality by
the Aiumlmum Company of - America
{Alcos).

* The i‘;aumt{: propernes descrlbcd by
metalinrgists as “one -of the important
world sources,” are expected to provide
fat revenues for the- company and- for
the sole rival concern, Reynolds Mining
Corporation, of Richmond, Virginia,
which also has holdings. - While .itis
asserted that Alcoa intends topromote
scientific farming to offset the loss of
land taken away, native public opinion
1% profoundly distarbed by its inability
to get straight facks, sither from the com-
panies or the colonial government, on
which to base a judgment of the eco-
nomic portents for the people.”

The proposals of the recemt famaica
Government Commission in favour of
Land Value Taxation will, if given effect,
take charge of this state of afairs.

50 offen,

firm, cailed -

'ment_(on page 155) by saying:
.am.. not. wholiy .convinced. .
-security, ceriainly.

~holding
-property.”

 «RICH . MAN,

How PROGR}JSSIVE thaught and ideals

can be misconstiued is illustrated in the
Foreword, by Sir William Beveridge, to
a new book entitled Rich Man, Poor
Man, by the late. Professor Iohn Hilton
(Allen and Unwin, 7s. 6d.}, this being the
Halley Stewart Lecture of 1938,

~ The subject of the book is the maldis-
tribution of wealth in this country, which
Land & Liberiy has often drawa aiten-
tion.to in its surmmaries of the annual
reports of the Inland Revenue Commis-
sioners. John Hilton draws his evidence
from the work of two specialists,
Professors Daniels and Campion, of the
Manchester and Oxford Universities,
The statistics relate to the conditions of

1936.38. The main faet, which John
HMiiton ilusirates in Hvely fashion, s that

out of 12 milliop families, only 4 mil-
lion families are worth all told more than
£100; that anocther 4 million families ars
worth between a ceup‘e of pfmmis and
£100; and the remaining 4 milkion
families live from hand (o mouth, owning
no more than they stand up in.

After disc ﬁssif‘g the evidence for this
glaring fact, and its supposed causes, the
author refers {o the basic assumption
underlying the presont fashion for sogial
security, whether Beveridge or some
othsr scheme. It has been pat to me
 says Hifton, © 1 feel d mmt be-
Heve it,-that. what our millions want
above all else is security agains i
tion in the event of & mishap. .
course, is the modern belisf of all parties;
it is said so often to us all, tha% every-
body beheve% it.

Sir William: Beveridge y;:ku this pass-
g2 P

- age out in his Foreword, und -scems to

claim it as leading directly fo his own
Social Security scheme  He says that
Hiiten’s statement iz authoritative, and,
written as. it was in 1333, was confirmed
by the * amazing popular vespopse” in

194110, the Beveridge Report.

But. Hifton: follows up his own state-
“Yet 1
. Greater
i have pleaded. for it

in previous chapters. Accident, sickness,
and . unemployment are public concermns
and ought never to be tolerated as private
visitations..© But-I beg leave to_doubt

.whether peace of mind: and social Thealth
can- ever - come . from: mere

secunty
against destitution.. - We should. sitive,
also, if we are to, have personal hawpmess

~and soc,lal health, for a state of affaiis.in

which the typical family has sums. of its
own with which to- further its own fancies

and fortune, and from . which . to learn

something of the. technique .of - frmly
and w1seiy usmg pelsonal

" Sir W Bevendge thinks th;s is’! ucarly
as important ” as the preceding:-qhota-
tion, and more surprisingly still,-claims
that the fact that his scheme bhas no.pro-
vision for a Means Test; meets.the con-
dition: that Hilton h&s.intmind; and. will

" shows that these
~cent. of the populaiion, the remaining 75

-sons had incomes in

-this fo say:

-——hut .not that.
.weskly driblets to the necessitons given
Jout en the avowed or.tacit assumption
‘that, he or she has little or nothing in
Hand—and can hardly be expected io
“have anything 'in hand--ic meet any-

POOR MAN”

feave to the individnal incentive and in<
itiative to add for himself to the mini-
TR provadeﬁ by the State.  “It™—the
absence of a means test—" is a condition
of !eawﬂg him rssponabﬂity and free—
dorn in planniog his own life.” :

One wonders if this is all that H;mm
did mean. The whole point of his book
is the fundamenial and grotesque dispro-
portion in the distribution of wealth, and
the great coriticism of alt the popular
social security plans is that they have oo
sort of conception of any basic change -
in that maldistribution. The only thing
one can say is that these schemes may
make a redistribution. of  poverty, but
wealth and property wiil contipue to be
divided in much the sams unegual and

urjust shares.

Rick Man, Poor Man quotf,s Carm-
pion’s estimate of £20,000 millions as the
total of property in private hands in
1936, and shows that this, i egually
divided, would provide £l,5{?ﬂ' per family,
so that there is enough private wealth
produced apart from publicly  owned
property.  “ The master figwre,” says
Hijton, “is the proportion of those over
25 wheo, if they sold up all they have in
the world, cashed in all their savings,
paid their debts, and counted up the net
balance of thelr workdly wealth, would
tura out to be worth £100 or mors,” He
ninnber only 23 per

per cent. having less than £100 to their
- When-income instead of properiy is
considered, we Jearn that 11,500,000 per-*
1936 of less tham
£2 10s. per week, the average being £2.
They ars two- shirds of ali the income-
recelving population; they receive one-
third- of - the - aggregate income. . Pen-
gioners and uvnemployed not included.
There were another 5 millions within the
mngc of £2 10s. and £5 per week {aver-
ge £4), and -these are income rates be-
fore taxation: . :

" Hilion disposes of the idea that t"f;e
hug:e nonierical totals of “Smdll Savings”
.can be set over against the above facts.
They are shown to be deceptive as -

_dices. to the real sharing of wealth or
.property,

In addition, Hilton, far from
swallowing the social security. ereed, hag
“ Not one of our social ser-
vices represents the gciualiry ‘of private
means, in the sense that 4 Tamp sum of
money is available to the insiired person.

. Our social services cover g good deal
They, are one and &ll

emergency.” This is poor support for

 Beveridgism, with or withowt 2 Meang
‘Test. .

~This baok is valuable as & social record
in popular form. - But it shows no .
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realisation of fundamental causes of
poverty,  The author is too fond of
alliteration with his references to waste
on * Pints, Perms, Poms, Pictures and
Pools,” That there is a land question, or
such a thing as private ownership of land,
does not appear at ail from a reading of
the book, or that private monopoly of

jand might have something toc do with

this gross maldistribution of the good
things of life, Prof. Hilton gets near to
it once, when he asks (page 1671 ¥ What
about low. wages as & cause of the
poverty?” a guestion he doegs not answer.,
And again when, in answer to the idea
that all the poor have to do is to save,
he says: “To save big monsy you must
make big money, and (o make big money
vou must either got a strangle-hold on
the public, or {some rarer possibilitics).”
But he does not as much as goess that
the monopoly in land is the permanent
and all pressing strangle-hold on the
nation’s life.
equal division of the total wealth which
would give every family £1,300, would
mean an extra weekly income of £1 in
interest, in addition to the earpings, but
he seems never {0 have heard that this
must soon find its way into the private
rent-fund because of the economic fact
that every improvemeni, under land
monoply, must at last accrue to the land
owner. Buot in this we find no betier
guidance in 5ir W, Beveridge’s Foreword.
The hest reply to the problems dealt with
by Prof. Hilton is to be found in Fro-
gresy and  Poverty,
George, in 1879, asked and answered the
guestion: Why, in spite of Increase 1n
productive power, do wages tend to a
minimum  which will give but a bare
living? D50

Before enclosure, the English cottager
had had wilk, butter and cheese in
plenty, home-grown pork and bacon,
home-brewed beer and home-baked
bread, his own vegetables, his own eggs
and pouliry. After enclosure, he could

- get no milk, for the farmers would not
sell it; ne meat, for his wages could not
buy it; and he no ionger had a pig to
provide - the fat bacon commended by
Cobbatt, Working long houis he lived
on bread, potatoes and tea, and insuffi-
cient even of these. . . . At the beginning
of the Enclosure period the Industriaf
Revolution was barely in its infancy. A
large part of the spinning, weaving and
other manufaciures was carried on in the
cottages of men who had gardens they
could dig in and cows and pigs of their
own, The invention of power machines,

the discovery of coal wherewith thoss -

machines ¢ould be worked, led to the

concentration of factories in the huge:

cities. But it was the drift from the vil-
lages of dispossessed men, together with
the cheap child iabour provided by Poor
Law Guardians, that made possible the
starvation wages and the tyranny of the
factory system.—From Gilbert Keith
Chesterton, by Maisie Ward; published
by Shesd and Ward.

He points out that an

“Ia this wav, Rossoni
‘could find work in the next five vears for

. twenty yoars.

in which Henry-.

MEN AND POLITICS — I'TALY, POLAND, SPAIN

INn wis  entrancing book, Men gnd

Politics, published 1941, by Jonathan

" Cape, Mr. Lowis Fischer touches fre-

quently on economic conditions in the
countries he visited, . The following ex-
tracts shed much light, the first being a
report of his interview with tae Htaliaa
Fascist Minister, Rossoni i —
fraLy :

* We have incressed wheat production

for the whole country.” e (Rossoni) had

begun, “and also increased the land
under cultivation.” He handed me the

-appropriate statisiics,

P osaid, “You have

Why don’t voil nps

a dictatorship.
onolise land? ™ .

“ A dictator:hin,” Rossoni replied, © s

a political maifer, not an economic or
social matter. We cannot fake the land
away from the leodiords.” The govern-
ment could only buy the estaies of those
who wished to scll, and then ihe peasants
conld buy these lands with federal loans.
estimated, they

400,000 families. Bui, this process was
slow. Many landlords had grown fabu-
lously rich by selling their huge lati-
fundia at fancy prices. Besides, the
peasants hesitated to assume the respon-
sibility  of ‘heavy debt pavmenls for
That i3 why “ crowded ™
Jialy had a great deal of vatilled land:
the landlords did not cultivaie ity ths
peasanis conld not buy: the government
would net take . On Decsmber 7,
§935, the Osservaiore Romano, News-
paper organ of the Vatlican, reporied a
Rome congress of peasanis who wvrged
that the estates be divided. 1 therefors
persisied, and said fo Rossoni: * Instead

of conguering Fthiopla, which vou hope

will accommodate surplus Welians, why
don't you atiempt to tuke care of them
at home by introducing a land veform? 7

Slightly  jrritated, Rossoni  replied:
*“The Abyssinian war perhaps has eco-
nomic reasons.  But chiefly the reasons
are moral and political,  France did not
acquire colonies because she was over-
populated.  Nor did England.” He was
saving just what I should have wanted
him to say if 1 could have planned it
There was never any truth in the claim
that economic necessity or the need of
new lands Tor settfement, or even the need
of raw matesizls, competied the so-calied
“Have Not™ coomtries (o expand.

Rossoni also had admitted that Faly be-.

haved like any other capitalist country
in.relation to ifs rich iandlords.  The
interview was going fine. ‘
“ ftaly must make a new contribution
to civilisation,” Rossoni  continved.

“Tealy must carry civilisation te the.

entire world.” He black-pencilled that
last sentence, perhaps as being toc im-
modast.

This did not satisfy me, and T said,
“You have a dictatorship. You can
send people to war, maybe to their
death. “Why can’t you take vacant land

“ Drecember 53,

- They peither bought nor seld.

_mon men,

from the estate owners and give il to the
peasants? 7 ) ’

Signor Kossoni, to my delight, was
now  theroughly aroused, and replied
with equal candour, “ That is demagogy.
Peasants must be directed. * Give land .
to the peasanis” That s a phrase
There must be organisaiion. We are
Fascists, not Socialists.”  (Pages 263-4.)

PoOLAND

Finance Minister Kwiatkovsky, on
1935, anncunced in the
Seim—Poland’s parliament—that Polish
peasants with twenty-five acres of land
spent on  the average 38 a  year
{In 1929, they had speat $22.40 a vear)
But they were millionaires compared to
the peasants who held ondy ten {o twelve
acras, and whe constitoted thirty-one per
cent. of the population, and another
thirty-four per ceni. whe owned even
smaller * dwarf households.” He said,
“Ten million persons stand completely
cutside the realm of ecopemic life™
_ Jews,
Poles, Ukrainians, who received thres
doliars 1 month from American relatives

could  become hbusiness men on  that
money. (Page 276.)

Span
In . the neighbouring vrovinee of

Ba&_iaj{)z, hard by the Portuguese frontier,
which we visited, agriculiural condifions:
were oven worse than iz Caceres. Highty-

- five per cent, of the population lived by

the land. There were 175000 familics
in the vitlages.  But 2,946 individuals
owned forty per ceni. of the soil. Herejs
too, the yurteros took land in the spring
of 1936 and then signed leases for if. .
(Page 311) '

The Catholic hierarchy of Spain has
q(lﬁ? much  harm to Catholicism  in
,Sp{n{%. The lovalists are not anti-
religicus.  In Soviet Russia the régime
15 frankly atheistic.  One will ook in
vain, however, for anti-God sentiments
m the declarations of the Lovalist gOv-
ernment or of jts leaders.  But the
churcl:  has  taken the sides of the
generals, the Nazi pagans. the ipfidel
Moors and Mussolini. This will react o
the disadvantiage of the church. The
people will dstrust the  church, A
Franco victory wili hurt the chirch in
Spain. It will die in the hearts of com-
Only a liberal triumph could
enable Catholicism jn Spain to attempt
1o redeem Hself. When the civil war
broke out, the people did not burn banks.
or commercial houses.  They buwrned
churches. 1 regret this. But ihis has
happened before inm Spain and Maxico
and elsewhere, Where popular wrath
aoverflowed, it attacked the church, which
was closer to the higher-ups than to the
underdog.  The church in Spain behaved
tike a political party, and it has to pay
the penalties. It is in the front line of
battle fighting under the Fascist banner.
It canmnot complain if it is struck by the -
bullets.  {Page 456.) .
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FULL EMPLOYMENT AT THE LIBERAL ASSEMBLY

MEMO OF NOTES which the Liberal
LAberiy Lecgue » ved from a Kellow
Delegate and oirewlated in (ypewritien
fore at the Liberal Assembly, London,
Februgry 1 o 3. The words that were
wnderlined gre heve ssf dn ibalics,

The Resoluticn Neo, 17 in the Final
Agenda smbodies pmpoacﬂs and policies
wnick are stated in very general terms,
Particular explanation js provided by Sir
William Beveridge in- his book: Full
mployment dn o Free Society.
relevant passages are here quoled as a
guide, with acknowledgmenis to BSir
willizm, Speakors can themselves antici-
pate questions likely to arise or draw
what inferences they will, aliowing, how-
ever, the compiler of these extracis to
underline expressions as having a special
significance; and to add at the end
*prief comments on. some starred pas-
sages, Page references are to the hook.

i, "ERIMARY AIM OF THE STATRY  AND
“ PLANNED OUTLAY “'—Resohution, lineg
2 and 10, :

(a1} Page 187: “The State cannot escape
uitimats responsibility for the general
direction of outlay by reference 1o soclal
priovitics, however much it meay be
guided in its direction by the prefersnces
expressed by citizens ., . . The State can-
not undertake the responsibility for full
employment without juil -powers.”

{b) Pace 116: *ven if the economy
were  planned,
would stili he done By consumers meet-
ing thelr needs from personal incomes
accerding to their individual views; the

wlocation f resourcss would be i accord -

with the wnatwral desires of the cmzens,
as dnterpreted by the ploaners.”

() Pacz 147: “'The Government has to
decide , ., , as {o the extent to which
it shall rely upon making public cutlay
itself and upon infivencing private outlay,
as Lo the division of outlay between cons
aumption and investment; , ,. . as to
the extent to whichh the medns of out-
“day whether private or public shall be

provided by tawation and by borrowing

respectively.”

* 4y Pacug 179-18G:  “The
direction of the country must be in the
hands of , . ., men able to decide guick-
ly, but with time to read, think and dis-
cussg before they decide. In addition to a
Prime Minister, {reed from eyery depari-

mental care;, two Ministers seem clearly -

designated for this suprems Cabinst, a

Minister of Natlonal Finance , [ .. and a
Minister of External Affairs.’
2. “INTERNATIONAL  TrRADING  ARRANHE-

MENTS "—FResclution, lines 67 et seq.

(a) Pagr 238: “‘The whole trend of the
argument . . Is towards a monagement
of international frade, in place of leaving
it to unregulated competltlon. That is
to say, it is towards that for which the
cartels stand. ‘To attempt to destroy or
stop cartellization would, therefore, be
a contradiction . of policy."

{b) Pasce 241: “International irade,
both for wmporis and for exports, will on
the whole have to come wunder public
meandyement, in place of being left to
market forces either competitive or moeno-
pohstic The organs which serve for
planning at home wili alse serve for plan—
ning in the wider sphere.”

(c) Pacw 141:
any increased spending in  Britain,
~ whether public or private, iz certain to

Some .

most of the spending .

. practice

suprenie

“SBince a proporiion of

be directed to imported goods, an
mcrease  of nationai income through
public ‘ouilay tends to raise imports

without at {he same time gtimulating ex.

ports, so that unless sieps are taken to
prevent this, it affecis adversely the
palance of payments.”

(d) Pace 209:
from depression and unsmployment may
want a swplus of exports over imports
as a way of getting ocut of depression,
and in order to secure this export sur-
plus, it may by feriffs and in other ways,
restrict drastioally its current imports,

* (e) PagE 2187 “ Each of the participa-
ting nations . . ., must 2im at a certain
stabllity of -economic behaviour—eon-
Huuity dm  tariff, subsidy, {oreign ex-
change and dther sconomic policies—and

must relrain from introducing important

changes in these policies without prior
consuliation with the other participants.”

{1y Pace 223:
to say, selective conirol of imports, may
be usetul and necessary for adjusting
niinor
payments,”

(g} TPacE 21%: “If bucyancy of the
home market shoold. cause British indus-
trialists to neglect the foreign market, it
would be necesszary lor the {overnmenti
either to create sufficient inducements
for private iraders fo export or #self to
take a hand in the export business,”

th) Jages 231-235: “Tnecoantrolled
movements of capital from one country
to anoiher
vided . It is gifficuli t0 see how, in
th]s control’ of capital move-

“A country suffering

 Dgcrimdnetion, that is

discrepancies in the balance of

. . . represent a danger
_against which safeguards must be pro-.

ments can be secured without a general -

system of contrpl over all exchamge
transactions, though .this need not in-
volve a postal censorship?

3. “OUTWORN FINANCLaL CONCEPTIONS "—
Resolution, line 34,

¢a) Page 147: “What new rules of
national finance should replace the old
rules of public finance _ . . . of reducing
State expenditure- to a minimum and of
balancing the Budget gach year? . .
The first rule is that total outlay at all
times must be sufficient ., ., . . taking
vrecedence over all other. rules and ovér-

ﬂdmgr them if they ars in conflict with

them.”

(b)) Pace 147: o The State in matters
o? finance is in a differentg position from
any private citizen or association of
private citizens; it is able to contrel
money in place of being controlled by it,
Many of the mistakes of the past have
arisen through failure to make this fun-
damental digtinction.”

F (¢ Pace 148 “Most of the objeclions
that have been made in the past fo bor-

rowing by the Stats are fallacies. An
internal mational debf increases the in- -

- ¥ (d) Pige 209

.4 “Brate EXrENDITURE AT THE LEQUIRXD

LeveL ”-Resolution, lines 8 et seq.

(a) Page %9: “The State ., ., posses-
ses an unlimited command over the
nation’s credit and therefore can use the
sauings ef ity citizens in any way that
seemg good to it. It can spend them . ...
and stiil be aple to repay with interest
what it has borrowed |, The State will
not as a rule have any speclﬁc incoms
from which to repay the loan. It will
have to rely and can rely upon taxation
or further Oorrowing”

* (b) Pagr 136: “ The State . ... must be
prepared at need to spend more tham it

takes oavay {rom the citizen by taxation,
in order to use the labour and other pro- |

ductive resources which would otherwise
be wasted in unemployment,

* (ey Page 147:
people on digging holes and filling them
up again than not to employ them at
all; those who aré taken into useless
employment will, by what they earn and
spend, give useful-'emplayment to others,
It is better to smploy peeple, however
the  money for their wages is obtalned,
than not to employ them at all)”

fering from mass unemployment, exporis

wmoy bo advantageous though they are -

given qway, or, what comes to the same
thing, though they are made on loan to

a couniry which later repudiales the.
@ebt or are exchanged for a relatively
useloss tolen tike gold while useful im- -

ports are refused.”’

* (e} Pace 209: “The employment given
and the wages paid to ihe persons en-
gaged on additional exports set up an

internal demand for other labour, so that’

the exports, even though they are. them-

selves. given away may. increase the pro-

duetion. of uqeful things and add to. pros-
perity at home,” .

. “Privars EXPENDITURE - AND INVEST-

MaNT "—Resolution, lines 24 and 82.

(a) Page 23 “Liberty of 4 private eifi.

zen to own means of producition and to’

employ others in operating ithem at a
wage . .
Britain because it iz not anpd never has

been enjoyed by more than a very small

propertion -of the British people.”
(b) Packs 184-385: * There are several
serious objections (to the placing of ade-

» guate purchasing pewer in the hands of

AN

comes of some cilizens by just as much

as  the ifaxafion -necessary 1o pay
interest and sinking fund on the debt
decreases the incomes of other citizens;
it does not and cannct reduce the total
wealih of the community.”

{d) Faem 272: “The importance
attached (in the GCovernment White
Paper) to balancing the Budget, in the
long Tun though not.in a particular year,
excludes continuous deficit spending by
public authorities. Yot either this or a
drastic redistribution of income fo in-
crease the propensity to consume is in
the last resort essential”

the citizens so that they will spend more),
The cifizens’ outiay mmight not be wisely
directed , . The outlay , |,
indiscrimincte; . . ., it must be directed

. » it musi be designed to cdorrect the

.msta.blhty of mvestment.”
“General stimulation -

* (¢) Page 185:
of private outlay—attained by, re-
mission of tiaxation—may to a large
degree set up a demand for foreign in-
stead of home produced goods, and thus
give employment to foreigners rather
Eha.n to people unemployed in this coun-
rY ...
might not be directed fo those forms of
consumplion which were socially most
desirable; it might go fo. luxuries rather

than to ‘the necessarles—good food and

good housing.”

{dy Paer 177: “If . ., . private enter-
prise proves wunwilling to embark on a
major project that the Government con-

sidered to be necessary ., . . the Siate
should undeartake it under public-
auspices.” .

- (8) PagE 178:  Assistance (of a Nation-
al Investment Board) would take the form
of ensuring . . ., a lower rate of interest

“It is betiter to employ

“For a comrmunity suf-

.. i3 not an essentiel Mberty in’

. cannot be

. The additional citizens’ outlay




on investments for epproved purposes
. «. . By pledging the credif of the Siate
it would c¢nable borrowers (o obiain
funds . , , pn terms otherwise un-
ohtainabie.”

(f) Pace 178: *'The (National Invest-
ment} Board should have some powsr,
suitably safeguarded, of direct control of
investment--that is to say, power to stop
or reduce by order a proposed private
investment plan.”

(g) Page 189: “If the State fails by
tegser methods . , ., ithe case wiil. be
made out either for bringing a larger
part of industry inin public otqnersh:sp,
o for stromger conirols over private in-
vestment generalty.”

() Pagw 207: “If the private owners
. .. - fail, with all the help of the Btate -
and in an expanding economy, to stabilize -

the process of investmenti, the . private
owners cannot for Iong be left in their
oionership ™ .

*(iy Pagr 23: “If, ., . it shoulg be
shown by experience or by argument that
abotition  ©of private property in the
means of production was necessary for
“ full employment. this abolition wouild
have f0 be undertaken,” -

6. “FACILITIES FOR THE PASSAGE oF LABOUR ™
~ -—Hesolution, line 41, i
{a) PPagr 169: “ Deliberate direction of
demand, with reference botk to the in-
dustries and. the places in which the

workpeople can’ be found; will be an

esgential meagire,”

* {b) Page 172: “ Obsiacles (to mofre-
ment) , .., may be of two kinds—arising

- from the unwillingness of the individual -

to change his job or place of residence or
arising {rom restrictions on entry 10
- particular trades.”. - -

*{e) Pagw 32: “Qrgeniced mobility
means that if and when change is neces-
sary, men and women shoell be willing
to change thelr occupations and their
places of work,” .

* (dy Page 17i: “The suggestion ia
semetimes. made that the compuisory
use of employment exchanges for - all
engagements should continue in peacd as
in war. Inregard to..., boys and girls
up to the age of eighteen, the case for
imposing  such a Teguwirement is clear.
Under the new educational system such
persona will still be subject to the care
- of the community, citizens in process of
Tormaiion not fuily formed.”

~-* (€) Paga 172: “There can be no objec-
tion of principle to requiring correspond-
ing notification- by employers .of every
vacancy to an empleyment exchange, or
going further and reguiring the actunal
engagement to be made either through
the exchange or an approved agency,
such, ag a trade union , . , | Compulsion
may prove to be' unnecessary: at least
it may

ganized labour market can be brought
about without it .

(f) Page 22: “If men are free to move
from one employment to another and do
not fear. dismissal, may not some of
them at_ least become so irregulor and
undisciplined in' their behaviour, as to
lower appreciably the efficiency of the
industyry 7 - ST

(g) Pagy 206: “The smdoth‘w&irking :

(of the policy)- involves the co-operation
of work-people, in enforcing industrial
discipline on the unruly, in. securing
maximum efficiency and removal:of res-

Qi & Price whi.

seenl reasonable to wait to see -
.whather full systematic use of an or-.

7. ¥ Housms, Foon, Fusy, BEre., ar Reason-
ABLE PRICES "—Resgolution, line 45.

* (a) Page 30: “The State takes the ini-
tiative. by placing collective orders—for

food, fuel and perhaps other necessaries

—with a view to re-selling them later to

. private consumers at a price which may

need to be loweregd by a subsidy.”

* {(b) Pagu 157: “The .., . policy ,-, ..
involves .. . colleetive demand for
essential consumption goods to be sup-
plied to private citizens through the
ordinary channels ~f retail distribution
at need, may be
lowered by o subsidy . , . , The essential
goods . . ... will include feod and fuel
It may, in due course, be extended over a
wider field with the Stefe taking more
and moire of the general business of

wholesaling ™ ’

COMMENTS

The book interprets the Resolution,
shows what is invoived in it and helps
to an understanding of proposals to which
the TLiberal Party should or should not
be committed, A reviewer of the Book

said it has been hailed “from. both the

Right and the Left” On the “ Right”
are the protectionists and the landed
interests; on the " Left” are the State
Socialists and the Communists: Whether
the book offers an eicape route in either
of these directions—meither of which: is

‘Liberal—is for the student of the book
to judge, if the foregoing extracts do

not sulfice, As for the starred items,
consulting other countries. )
* 1. (dY A British directorate, dictator-
ship or politburo seems indicated?

* 2 (e) These conditions would apply to

the lowering or aboliticn of tariffg ag. -

well as (o their increase, so that Britain
iray not be permilted to disturb “ stabili-
ty 7 by opening its own ports. without
consulting other countries?

* 3 (e If this is {rue, does # matter how
much one citizen must pay another for
goods or services or permissions; or to
what level the rent or price of land (for
example) may vise? Mr, (now Lord)
Lioyd George patented the. thought at

.the cloge of the last war, speaking at the

Guildhall, November 8§, 1918: “ If we are
heavily in debt, we owe nine-tenths of it
to each other. .. . It is all in the family.”
* 4, (b} “Productive resources”
“means of production” frequently re-

and .

ferred to in the book are nowhere exact-
Iy defined., - Théy necessarily include
natural resources (i.e, land, both urkan
and rural) and vast sums to buy or “in-
vest in” land are involved, as- in the
inter-war years, with result that unem-
poyment was aggravated; the schomes
were shattered by land speculation,

* 4, {c) Why, use or misuse good labour
and materinl in that way and throw
wealth into the sea? Not necessary that
these unesmnployed should work! Pensica
them handsomely, because it’s the money
they spend which performs the miracie
of ¥eynes's * multiplier 7 principle,

* 4 (d) and {e) Mot an original idea. Mr.’

John Wheatley, Minister of Haalth in the
Labour Government, put it as a matter

. of 3State policy, saying in (lasgow on

September 14, 1924:; “A Russian lean
would. help unemployment in this coun-
try. It would be a good thing even if it
were never paid” Sarmge arguament as
“digging holes and filiing them again?”

* 5 (e) Conflicts with 7, {(a) and (k). If
food, ete., prices are subsidized, citizens
will have more to speod in ecther wavs,
and the " Siate’ will itseli be the agent
of stimulating the undesirable imporis
and of “exporting employment,” ‘That -
“ dumping ¥ anathema of the protection-

“ists will start all over again,

* 8. (b) Inferring that workpeople are

the obstructionists preventing ~-weaith

production; and that “ facilities” are not-
for them put for the Government which
is‘lt]o' be armed with power to enforee its

will.

* & {c).and (d) and (e)., The book re-

- peatedly uses such terms as “deliberate

direction,”. “organized,” “unwillingnecss
of the individual” *compulsion,”. ™ im-
posing reguirements,” “enforeing disei-
pline,” ete. -But its title promised a “ fice
society,” . - B

# 6 (d) Danger that some words here
may be interpreted in the Germamp':
Nationalist-Socialidt - sense, or in: the

Ifalian-Fascist, -~ -

* O (1) The most revealing statement in

the book; its argument unproved; the .

admission of uncertainty; the study of
Political .Econowiy in vair; the deor io
Communism standing wide open, as the
only alternative to the overthrow of
monopoly and -privilege,
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HUMNGARY AFTER THE
ARMISTICE

{Quoting Count Michael Karolyi in the
Manchester Guardian, February 1.)
Tae peace of the Danube Basin requires
. that Hungarian feudal reaction should be
removed {tom the saddle and that the
landless peasants should rise from their
political and ecopomic eppression. One
of the parties participating in the coali-
tion forming the Provisional MNational
Government, the Mational Peasant Party,
has put forward a draft scheme for land
reform which will shortly come belore
the Provisional Natiomal Assembly, and
which represents a suvitable” foundation
for the solution of this problem. 1f this
scheme is realised we shall be able to re-
gard Hungarian feudal reaction ns dead

and buried. This is the key problem. . . .-

A democracy without fundafnenial
iand reform in Hungary could only be a
formal democracy in the same way that
Trance, in spite of the French Parlia-
mentary system, was led into catasirophe
in 1940 by the famous “itwo bundred
families.”  That kind of democracy is
out of date to-day, and would become an
easy victim of various brands of Fascism.
If we really want to utilise the force in-
- hercat in the Hungarian people, i we
really want to eliminate any kind of re-
action, simulfaneously with the building
up of local govermment organs and the
extension of the controlling powers, we
have to raise the standard of hiving of the
masses. Only a democracy built on such
foundations could guarantee peace, and
only a peace signed by such a democracy
will be more than a scrap of paper. In
siich & democracy the Hungarian peasant
wili no longer dispute the rights and
soversignty of the nsighbouring peoples.
e will not want to rule over Serbs,
Flovaks, or Rumanians, as he will have
nothing to do with the old ruling cligue
which kept him, not unlike his neigh-
bours, in misery and oppression. When
the people determine the country’s policy
the false ideologies will disappear, . -

A SOCIALIST ON PERSONAL
LIBERTY

Or wHat vse, we are somelimes asked,
iz liberty to a stavving man? Obviously
of no use at all, since nothing is of any
use to him but food. But, alithough man
cannot live without bread, he doss not
live by bread alone. One of the worst
infamies of our existing social system is
that o many people are precccupied so
exciusively by the necessity ol getting
their bread. and the constant uncertainty
as to whether they will get it or not, that
they cannot concern themselves with
anything else.
can hardly be said to kive. If they were
offered enough to eat and drink for the
rest of their lives at the price of certain
restrictions on their Jiberty, they might
well accept the offer. But, when once
they were relieved from anxiety about
their daily bread, they would demand
liberty. . . The desire for liberty is

not an exclusively human insimet; it

Such people exist: they -

exists among all the higher animals.” A
wild bird caught and caged has greater
security than i freedom. [ i1s in no
danger of dying of cold or hunger, or of
falling prey to a hawk. But, in the effort
to get free, it will beat its wings against
the bars of the cage until it breaks them
and perhaps kills miself. ¥t prefers death
to slavery. We shall make a mistake if
we attempt to base any social order on
the assumption that the love of liberty
iz less deeply rooted in the nature of
men than in that of birds. . .. Liberty
becomes positive only when the indivi-
dual is regarded in his relations with
society, that is, with the totality of indi-
viduals. Absolute personal liberty is in
the natore of things iropossible, except

“so far as opinion. is concerned, since

several absolute liberties cannot exist to-
gether. The liberty of each individual is
necessarily Hmited by that of others. But
it does not follow that anv and every
interference with personal liberty is per-
missible in the supposed interest of the
collectivity. Esperience bas shown that
the real and ultimate interest of all is.16
secure 1o cach the maximum of hberty,
or, in the words of Henri Barbusse, “{o
use a much more concrete expression,
the minimum of constraint”” And i 1S

possible o define the minimum of con-

straint. The irreducible mininum i3 such
constraint as may be nccessary to pre-
vent an individual from so using his

liberty as to interfere with the iiberty or

the rights of others. . . .  What greater
restriction of personal liberty could there
be than the power of a few to deny to
others the right to vse the land, that is,
the right to exist? There can be no
g:cogomic freedom Without access to the
and.

From Sociclism and Personal Liberty,
by Robert Dell. E

PRACTICAL. QUESTIONS
A BELFAST READER Writes: — .
“1 am greatly interested in the taxa-

‘tion of land values; but I cannot grasp

the detaiis of the technique.by which the

“tax is to be paid and what difference it

makes to our present procedure.

“May I give an. example?
lease of *one-eighth of an acre at a
ground rent of £9, equivalent to a capital
value of about £200. On this I built a
house costing £700, which is valued for
rating at £36. As the rates in our city
are 11s.-4d. in the £, T pay in rates about
£21 a year. = . ,

“Under the proposed system would I
pay Ils. 6d. in the £ on the £9 apgnal
value of my jand? Do 1 continrue to
pay the £9 ground rent? 1 I pay the
rate on land values how is it passed on
to the ground landlord? 7

The answers fc our corresponrdent’s
questions arg:—

Under the rating of land valuss all
sites, whether built on or vacant, whether
used or unused, would be assessed at
their annual value as sites. That is fo
say, they would be assessed at the
amount for which they could be.let at

the time of valuation om a perpetual

I took a

tenure assuming that there were. nio im-.

provements on the site.

This annual site value may be greater -

or equal to or less than the amount of
any ground rent payable for the site.

~Even if the ground rent was a fair osti-

mate of what the land was worth at the
time of the lease being made. the value
may have altersd subsequently.

The valuation shoudd be revised fre-
quently and the annual site value assessed
would, therefore, be very near to the true
valite at any time.

The amount of the rate which would
be imposed upon site values would de-

pend upon the total site value of the dis. *

trict, just as the rate at present levied is
determined by the total revenue needed
and the total rateabie value.

say what rate on side values is nesded
“becavse the total site value of your city,
is not known., What can be said is that
expericnce in every country is which the
raiing of site values has been mfroduced,
shows that the annual site value is much
more than sufficient to  provide the
municipal revenue needed.

Although it seems irmnprobable that a
vajuation which includes only the annual
value of the site would be greater than
one which includes the anuzal vaiue of
buildings and improvements also, it is to

be remembered that upused land is not-

valued at present, and badly developed
land is only valued agcording to the use
currently made of if. In addition, in
England at any rate, the existing rateable
values are often mouch less than the true
annunal value. It may therefore be that
the rate m the £ reguired on annual site

value might mot be very different from &

- that levied on rateable values at present.
As to. the way in which the rate would
be coliected. In the first place you
would pay if, and then you woukd deduct
from vour ground reat the share to be
paid by the landiord. -~ If." for sxample,
the true annnal site value of your land is
now £12, and suppose that a rale of
12s. 6d. in the £ would be needed. Then
you would pay 12s. ad. on £12 or £7 10s,;
and you would recover from your land-
lord by deduction 12s. 6d. on £9 or
£5 125, 6d. On the other hand if yous
annual site value is £9 or less, you would
pay the site value rate and deduct ihe
whole from the ground rent. (In this
case the ground rent would be more than
the site was worth, but this 5 a problem
in the law of landlord and tendant and
not in that of rating. Al that need be
said here i that ratibg of site wvalues
would make this problem easier to deal
with, because among other things it
would provide a valuation without which
“the facts in any particolar case would be
obscure.} : i

2d. How TiE ENGLISH PEOPLE BrCaMs
Lawpiuss. .Aand How to Régain the
Land. '

od. UnNgMeLoyMeENtT aND TH Lanp. By
W, K. Lester. »M.A.

25, Bd. LaND aNp FREIDOM. A new, com-.

up-to-date ireatise on

prehensive and
By Frederick

L.and Value Taxation.
Verinder,

! Ii 13, there-
fore, impossible in your illustration to
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THEIR HOMELAND
They go to beckoning lands of freedom;

To tgste the happiness denied them here,

Yet mournfu! their departure and its
cause,

For who arc these?
lish fields,

The sturdy backbone of our villages,

The agricultural life-bicod of the Jand .

Ik need not be: unfock the English soil;

Let plough reclaimn the waste, and soon
would come

Into the rural struggle 01‘ hand-io-mouth

 Comfort with golden smile, and pallid

The pick of Eﬁg-

Want,

Willing to die, would "neath the sheaves
expire.

God is the Ldndlmd and our toil the
yent

We pay to Him: cur title to the land

Its culture: failing this, then that is lost

Think of the orient Galilee of old,

Divided "mong the Hebrew multitude

By its Divine Proprietor!  The flelds

Had many owners—here they have but
few,

And if they lapsed, the trump of Jubiles

Called back the former owner {o his own.

“Though small the frechold, golden its
reply

To the plough's
Patience sang

Amid the furrows. Palriotism struck

Btrong root tenacious decp into the land,

O would you make our peasants into
men

That, not from ignorance and dread of
change,

But, pateiotic, to the landscape ching,

Then ict them see upon its bosom bright

A field that they have won, famed from
tha wild, .

And so their own.
would break

earnest  questions

into a thousand sheaves: the rural
drudge

Be quickened to a life me'er reached by
beer,

The skittie-alley, and the roaring song.

i'm semt to preach: to poor men only
heaven?

To rich men heaven and earth?
are for both,

1n both there’s room for each io have a
share!

From The Village, by the Rev. G. T.

. Coster (1850),

VILLAGE WATER SUPPLIES

in a report of a water and sewage
survey carried out. in England and
Wales, the National Federation of
Women's  Institotes.  expresses  the
general view that village sanitary con-
ditions are disgraceful, and the lack of
water i3 & ' national shame.”” The re-
port states that at Cerne Abbas, Dorset,
sanitation has “ not much improved since
“Tudor days,” and that in Lyminge, East
~ Kent, evacuees have made up their minds
to “rush back to the towns” when the
war is over because the sanitary condi-
tions make life a burden.

About - 2,500 out: of

Both

3,500 villages

Then barrenness

answering .the .guestionary, had a piped
water supply to some part of the village,
about. 2,000 villages reporied that their
water. supply - was tested, - bot

were siill in daily use. .
In 21 coanties over 50 per cent. of the

village schools investigated had earth:

or bucket lavatories. At Great Rissing-
ton (Gloucestershlre) is a samtary
“yault 7 which has not besn empticd
since the school was built 40 years ago,

El,g,hty vards below it is a pump supply—.-
- ing 14 houses with water in times of

drought.

* The school at Cookhill (Worcestcr-.

shre) has no water supply since its well
in the burial ground was condemned.
The drainage from 12 council houses in
Warmington {(Northanis) goes into an
open dyke which runs through the centre
of the village and under the bakehouse:

I¢ was ci{:dred out onge last year, and

the mud was left on the banks with
exactly the odoriferous result one would
expect.”—{The Times, August 26}

THE SCOTTISH
SYSTEM

Tye rgcent proposal of the D!Ope!ty
Owners' and  Factors”  Associafion in
Giasgow to let business premises at the
net rent, on the tenanis’ underizking to
pay both owners’ and occupiers’ rales,
gnce more calls attemtion 1o the disas-
trous effects of the present rating sys-
tem in Scofland. The Secretary of the
Association, Mr. R. Murray MacGregor,
stated that * the Scotiish rating system is
the most fantastic one which could be
devised” [n their Annuoal Report the
Association siated that “ Glasgow is the

RATING

“highest rated area in the couniry, and

that the well-being of the cily was
jeopardised by the exorbitant rating
burden imposed” Io commenting up-
on ihe Associalion’s proposal, in- a
leading article, the Glasgow Herald said

*a thorough overhaul of the whole sys-
“temy of financing local government is

needad.”

A memorandum was submitied by the

Umited Conmiitee for the Taxation of
Land Walues to the Scottish Rating and
Valuation Committes set up by the Sec-
retary of State for Scoltand in 15943, pro-~
pounding the only true remedy for these
prevailing difficulties—the rating of land
values, It is unforfunate that the Fro-
perty Owners’ and Factors’ Association,
and the Glasgow Herold, while jusily
condemning the Scottish rating system,
should not also have advocated this
policy. The Association’s proposal to
modily the present system on the lines of

that ruling in Englend would still leave -

Scotland burdened with a rating system
which would gravely ohstruct the provr
sion and improvement of housing.
Municipal revenue must be raised o
provide for local services, and it is surely
only eguitable to place the burden upon
the shoulders of those who benefit most
by municipal expenditure—the owners of
laﬂd w;thm the C;ty b{)undcmes The

BOINE.
institutes stated that contammated zmlls-

“have thounght,

"3id. per

25, 64,
- GRESSION.

policy of the rating of land values, by
imposing rates on every site, whether
vacant or not, and by the removal of
rates ppon buildings and improvemenis,
would greatly reduce the burden upon
the present ratepayers. But of greater
importance stll would be the stimulus-
which it would give to general industrial-
prosperity, and particuiarly to building
enterprise.  With land being offered for
development at purely nominal prices,
the long-suffering citizens of Glasgow
would find two of their most pressing

problems, high rates and lack of ade-

quate housing accommodation, would ba.
speedily involved, RIR.

ARE SITHES SO . CHEAP »

Mr Wooppurn (Stirhing and Clack-
mannan—Labour) 1n the House of Come
mons debate, on Janwvary 24, on the
Local Authorities Loans Bill: * A storm
was raised in the House some months
ago over the cost of land. One would
from some of the state-
menis that were made, thai the whols
renf of a house depended on the cost of
land. The cost of land amounts to only
week., In other words, il we
got the land for nothing we should save
33d. per week; but the interest can
amount o as much as 175 2 week” ’

Mr.  PDouglas  {(Batiersea, MNorth—
fabour): 1 do wnot accept his (Mr,
Woodburn's) statoment that this Bill will
solve the problem of building houses or
that the cost of land s a neghligible factor.
b only wish my local authorily was able
to procure lznd on the kind of {erms ho
mentioned, instead of having fo pay, in
many ¢
fint which it has to build”

Wir.  Gallacher (Fife, West—Come-
munisti: <1 do not understand  the
financial juggling of the hon. Member
for Hast Stirling (Mi Woodb_urn,}, show=-
ing thai local authorities only pay a few
coppers a week for land and 17s. for in-
terest.  You cannot separate the cost of
land from the interest. The. intersst is |
used  in respeet of loans for land,
materials, and all the rest of it. “There
are many auvihorities in'this couniry who
have heavy intersst to pay because of the
higih cost of land. .. . Land is one of the

- most serious problems

2s. 6d. PRGGRESé AND _ PoVE'RTY_. An
foquiry imto the Cause of Industrial.

Depressions and of Increase of Want
with Increase of Wealth—the: Remedy.

By Hemry George. Complets edition.

1s. . ProvecTioN or-Freg Trape.  The
tarill  question -considered with especial
regard to the:interests:of labour. “ The

‘most popular and most scientific exposi-
‘tion ‘of the subject which has ever been
Amritten.?

—FLord Snowden.-
George.  Abnidged Edition.
paper covers, Hd.

By Henry
Cloth, 1s.;

Tur Turory oF HuMmaN Pro-
_ By Patrick Edward Dove.
Abridgement by Julia N, Kellogg.

ases, £200 to £300 1or Iand pery,
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LIBERAI, LIBERTY

Avr we Liberal Assembly in London,
February 1 to 3, the Libsral Liberty
f.eague, itself affiliated with the party,
proposed to amend the official resolution
on “ Full Employment 7 by substituting a
declaration the key-note of which was its
demand for the destruction of monopoly
and the lberation of prodactive enier-
prise by policies designed to attain full
ireedom of production and trade. It
called for Land Value Taxation and
Tree Trade and asked the Assembly to
renounce any plans or proposals which
invelve inereased regimentation of the in-
dividual, permit an arbitrary vestriction
of imports, make our fiscal policy dapend

on that of other countries, use taxes or |

oans or the manipulation of money to

give subsidies or other financial trenefits

fo sectional interests, and contemplate the
nnbalancing of budgets and the expan-
sion of the public debt on the assumption
ihat taling money from some and trans-
ferring it ic others will advantage the
community. The keynole of the oificial
resolufion, on the siper hand, was “the
adoption of a policy of maintaining by
adeguate public and privaie expenditure,
a demand for the products of industry
which is sufficient to sbsorb the whole
man-power of the nation”

The official resolution was an attempt
to state in as few words as possible the
pdlicy set forth in Sz
Beveridge's book, Full Fmployment in
@ Free Socieby, and it was taken for
granted by all concerned that it was that
policy and its implications (whith the
Amendment guite truly depieted) which
was in debatée, And to serve still better
the purposes of the dsbate, the Liberal
Liberty League of aled to
of the delegates as could reach, and
to representative Liberals  all over
the ecuntiry, a document it had re-
ceived from a Feliow Delegate guoting
significant paragraphs Irom fthe book, in
the expectation that the ipsissima verbo
ot ®ir William: himaeell would leave no
one in doubt abouit the direction in which
the Party was being led, The same was
sent to the Press with a covering letter,
ipients among the Liberal

as to the re

pariy, insisting that the rescintion

ignored the bea of the land mono-
and toxation. on  the

Do o i
poverly and unemployment problems; it
was shot through with proposals fox
State management and controls of in-
dusty and commerce, not only dangerous
in the extreme but absclutely in conflict
with the trus condtention of - a Liberal
Btate, Several papers remarked that “ as
these papers. have gons io those in
favour of the resolutien,  including
doubtless Sir Willlam Beveridge, it will
not he surpriging if they are dealt with
in advanca)  Fh were,  Sir William
in nyg tho resslution, in-
T i ; mibiy that ho had been
misguoted or misrepresenisd, that the
document was untrusiworthy and the
best place for it was the -waste-paper
hasket. The giotations have been most

efaily checked and Bir Willilam has
by letior been given the cepportunity,
: still open o him, to clarify his

{The document is printed as a supkle-
Cment to this  issue—Editor, Land &
Eibariyl.

'he fate of the Amendment was a fore-
gone conclusion; i was rejected by a
consid bie majority  after no more
than perfunciory discussion. The mover
of the Amendment {(Mr. Ashley MiichelDd
angd the seconder {Mr. T. Athell Robert-
son) had between them fiffesn minutes,
hereas the mover of the reselution (Sir
tiam Feveridge) and the seconder (3ir,
fliiot  Dodds) had between them 33
minutes Seven speakera goi in their

William

as many -

.were 30 out of date.

LEAGUE AND THE LIBERAL ASSEMBLY

hurried remarks in the two minuiss
each was allowed, and the debate was
ciosured with many who had sent up
their names gtill desiring to take part,
The big patialions, instigated and led by
the olatform party, were determinped npon
the passing of the resoiution as a signal
mark of acclamation to their (as they
decmed) politically valuable new recruit,
Had not the President, Lady Violet Bon-
nam-Carter, with welcoming cheers,
introduced him to his “spiritual home”?
Discussion on points of principle or polley
or interpretation of the altiractive slogan
Eull Employment ™ was heard with im-
patience. : .

For davs pefore the Assembly anxious
tusy-bodies besought the Liberal Liberty
League to  withdraw its Amendment
They were in a grave dilemma. They saw
that ihe Assembly would be faced with
awlward cheice—either to throw
veridge overboard by res
jecting his © spend to make work " policy

(ils oluestionaple implications admitted),
or to repudiate Land Value Taxation and
fFree Trade and all the pledges and be-

liofs in that regard by whieh the party
is most deeply conumitted. These poilitic-
ally nimble messengers would have it
that the demand for Free Trads, at any-
rate, could be slated in a separate re-
solution: ifs clash with the planned
seonomy and profectionism of the ® BFull

Employment ' resolutinn  would  be
concealed; fhe party would retain Siy
William and Free Trade as well; or the
Ires

Traders would be responsible for
hoth! But the Liberal Liberty
e was determined that the Assern-
3i decide between two policies so

Biy

viclen in conflict, which road it wigshed
the to travel, either that which

) ration from monopoly and
spacial privilege, to the prevention of the
misappropriaticn of the rent of land, to

the abolition of fariffs and repressive
tanat —or to the Hiaise care and
ool individual and industrial

Tie “spend to makes work 7 policy
fallaey and 2 pernicicous fallacy at

Without wvestige of prool or pre-
of argument the Assembly accepled
a confused atmosphere, priaciples
dinate? o polities and candidates
nio the fAeld {0 spealk not for lber-
but for what cannot be dis-
ishied from the anthorifarian State.
:n the Amendmeni was defeated few

-of its supporfers staved for the final vote.

The immeadiats contest was over; bt that
the Tearue now addresses itself to - iis
task with renswed and unflagging vigour
lat thers be no doubt. = - )
Supporting the Amendment, Mg. AsH-
LEY ® TR TE “ed uvon Sir William
it of the Free Traders
Taxers that they * ba-
row and arrow age ”; they
By comparison, :
Mitcheli said, the State planners belonged
to_i’é}e stone age. For the Liberal of all
parties to come forward with the advo-
cacy of more State control with its in-
e army of ofiicials was noet only a
;W wasy political folly, Sir

longed {o the

H
hga_.d mmde o blunder,  Ea had
wdness of the British

g i full ory
and the Con-
p alrendy compromised
F the pr t Govera-
rimentation, the pub-
yreseniatives who
oot be-

don’t wani you”  lLady B r-Oarier
Lad referred io her fathe for
b lism but counid th imagine Mr.

Asguith standing for this policy of reclk-
g finance? Mg, ATiITOLL  BOBERTEON
seonding the Amendment inguired abont -

the facis: had Sir William Beveridge
joined the party or had the party joinsd
[y William Beverkdge? i, W. C, Woop-
woors said he had had encugh of plan-
ning whether by Communists, Socialists
or Sir William, and if he were on a sireed
eorner he would say: “I have had a
hellyfu! of planning, enough 1o last a
life time,” Carrain J. R. M, SENIOr re-
plied to the perversions of the phrase
lgissez fadre that were again trotted out,
The Fnglish for it was * get out of the
way” and he gave livelier versions of it
in Weish and broad Scots, fo the land-
lords it said " go chase yourselves.” Com-
sanNpER (3rorrrpy Bowiss saw the influ-
enee of Mr. I3, I, Schumacher, the eolla-
borating economist now at Oxford, who
had come from Prussia in 1934, leaving ~
pehind the Wational! Socialisi totalitarian.
ism he was now advocating for Great

. Brifain; the proposed " man-power ' Bud-

get was simply * translated Crerman,”
Significant were the misgivings expressed
by two prominent supporters of  tho
resolntion, Mg, Eiiwr Dopps saying he
had doubis apout certain points which
it contained and that its proposals
enallenged some venerable orthodoxies;
and ME Rowsh Waikse said that the
regolution might make some Free Traders
unhappy and cause soine unceriainties,
put he was prepared te support this
frontal sttack on poverty,” Lady Bonham-
Carter thanking him for this interven-
tion which © must have cost him a good
deal to make” :

The Assembiy proceeded to discard the
Rating of Lapd Values which had been
embodied in the Housing Resohition sub--
mitted by the Mxecutive in the Prelim-
inary Agenda., The Hxecutive itself sub-
stituted, in the Hinal Agenda, g different
resclution of great prolixity which
omitted the words of the original reselu-
tion “° The first essential for such a re-
form ([the taxation and rating of land
valies] iz the valuzation of land separated.
from buildings: nothing would stimulate”
puilding more than the relief of build-
ings from rates and the levying ol them
on the unimproved value instead of
following the practice successiully ap-
nlied in Australia and New Zealand; the
Liberal party will continue to agitate for
this reform.” The new resoluiion stated -
thai:  “'The acouisition of land must
delay neither planning nor building,; re-
sultant jnereases im land values must
acerus o the community and not to the
private landiord” Then foilowed the sen-

‘tence. as in the original resclution, aboud

he difficnities now te be overcome that
would have been avolded if the Liberal
policy of the taxation and rating of land
values had been scoepted in the past;
the paragravh ending with the declara-
# If the foregoing iz not swuili-
» must be prepared to {ake
over w » land iz reguired.” These
added -proposals commitied the party to
nothing, = »t that the increased land
valagg “ resultant ¥ from publie lang pur-
cha, were to be secured by buving and
holding more land was immediately
peculation, in fact,

ek ; public land
half of the Lib ; Lesgne,
Hanz . v Bim.
arm R 3 the sbandonment
of the new resolulion angd is replace-

that which the HFxecutive had
1 7 submitted. The proposition was
ated and the new vesolution with is
wordvy  ineptness and amazing exclusion
of Land VYValoe Hating from the policy
of the party was adopied,

An A
regolution
moved by
gzconded
§1' TRE Ty T

of

ment by

endment by the Leagues fo =z
n the Likerty of the Subject
Mu, W. C. Woopronys and
E io provide a
the sphers

thet

i
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