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A Proposed Lead from Cardiff

A very important Resolution has been placed on the
agenda for the next meeting, 11¢h Mazch, of the Cardiff
City Council. The notice of motion, to be moved by
Councillor George Ferrier and seconded by Alderman
Sir W. B. Williams, is as follows :—

That, in the opinion of this Council, the first step
towards a reform of the system of rating is that rates
should be levied on land on an assessment based on
jts full market value irrespective of the use to which
the land is being pat and as to whether it is in use
or not, with corresponding reduction of the rates now
levied on houses and other buildings and improvements ;
and that the Town Clerk be instructed to enter in
communication with county and municipal authorities
throughout South Wales and Monmouthshire with a

view to joint action and the calling of a Municipal”

Conference for considering and/or promoting the
necessary amendments to the present law $o enable
this vesolution to be carried into effect.

The Rating of Land Values was a live issue in the
recent November Municipal Elections. All the candi-
dates (whether Labour or Ratepayers’ Association)
elected for three wards pledged themselves in favour
of the policy and undertook to suppert proposals for a
representative Conference to be called by the City
Corporation. Similarly, in the previous year’s elections
in the wards where elections took place, cut of 26 candi-
dates 20 were in favour with six not replying. Thus
there should be an agsured majority for the Resolution
which is now to be debated.

The Cardiff Council gave a lead in renewing thiy
agitation after the -war, passing the Resolution (20th
October, 1919), which was circulated to local authorities”
throughout England and Wales. Since then no fewer
than 103 local suthorities have by resolution demanded
the necessary legislation. When the HWinance Act of
1931 was replaced, Cardiff wag the first public body to
join the London County Council in condemming this
action of the Government. : :

The calling of a Conference of the local councils in
South Wales and Monméuthshire to consider the case
for Land Value Rating, and, we hope, to take joint
action in promoting -legislation, will influence opinion
as nothing else can.

s Get Bown to the Roots, ”

In an informing article under this title in the News
Chronicle of 22nd February Mr E. Maxwell Fry dealt
with the slum problem and the Overcrowding Bill.
He says: 1t is very difficult to get to the heart of
the problem: to weach the very poor. The
eivilization in which we find ourselves forces most of
us to live in great towns and cities, which have resulted
quite haphazardiy in a terrifying congestion of houses,
factories, roads and railways, in the worst parts of
which live a vast population of people too poor to
move oud 1o something hetter, '

“No one so far has discovered how to replace this
rotten congestion of dwellings with healthy homes at
a price that poor people can afford. Tt doosn’t pay
anybody to do it, and such organizations as ave prepared

to forgo profits for the sake of human welfare find their '

offorts nullified at the outset by the high values set
upon fand iying at the centres of population.”

He goes on to point ont that flats are the only form
of dwelling which can be built on such sites because
the land value is so high, and that the value of such
land is well below what i commonly asked for it. The
new Bill proposes to give a subgidy in respect of flats
built on land costing more than £1,500 an acrs. “In
other words, the evil against which housing aunthorities
have struggled for years is to be consolidated and given
the sanction of law. There will be nothing to prevent
land now valued at £1,000 per acre jumping the claim,
to appear in the £1.500 class, ready for & Government
dole.”

Referring to the provisions for replanning and re-
developmient, Mr Fry says: * It may thus become
possible to start wpon the inspiring task of recreating
those great tracts of London which we never dave show
to strangers. But in assessing this possibility we have
to reckon the costs, and it is plain af the outset that
high land values, far from being diminished, are to
hecome a permanent feature.

* All efforts to diminish cost by science and method
add nothing to the wages of the men who wiil pay the
rend of the dwellings built, so that it Iooks as though
the circle is little less vicious than heretofore, and that
the intention to redevelop is far from being thorough-
going.” _

This is indeed the heart of the problens.  The paradox
is that the land values, if taken for communal revenue,
a8 they should be, would not be an obstacle but an
agsistance, and the tenant would be relieved of another
element of cost—the rates at present levied on houses.

Hitler and the Junkers.

The Berlin correspondent of the Manchesier Guardian
(14th February) reports that the National Socialish
weekly Reichswert was suppressed until further order.
Tts offence was an article protesting against the sub-
mergence of Socialism in the Nazi policy and against
the influence of the capitalist classes. “ The article
also hinted that the Government should break up the
big estates where Junker owners have not abandoned
the peculiar outlook of their class sinse Naticnal Socialism
came into power.” Qur readers may be reminded of
the article in our issme of Sepéember, 1933, describing
the bargain made with the Junkers before Hitler came
into power.

Some days later the ban on the Reichswart was lfted,
it being stated that the article had appeared withous
the knowledge of the editor, Count Reventlow, who was
il at the time.

Grapes in Scotland

In the House of Commons on 15th February, Lisut.-
Colonel Colville moved the approval of various orders
under the Import Duties Act, 1932, One of these
increased the duty on flowers, whether cut or imported
with bulbs, from 9d. to 1s. 3d. per Ib. The Minister
defended the proposal on the ground that the fower-
growers have to rely upon foreign bulbs, which were only
obtainable in this country at considerably higher prices
than in the countries whero they were produced. Mr €.
Williams (Con.) congratulated the Government on the
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1;;02)(33111 which, he said, does something to help to get
people bac o o the land and was hely a{ul to the “la,%-
hr;vh mdusiry.  He nvok e approval of the miners’
representatives * because it means that a groat deal of
conl will be used in this industry.”

We are rveminded of a classic passage by Adam
Sroith By means of glassos, hot-beds, and hot-
Yo ol grapes can be caised in Scotland,
aud very d wine, too, can be made of them at
about 30 times the expense for which at least equally
good can be bought from foreign countries. Would
it be a ressonable law to prohibit the importation
of all foreign wines merely in order $o encourage the
making of claret and burgundy in Heotland ¥ Buf
if there would be a man#fest absurdity in tumning
rids any employment 30 times more of the
i 1 snd industry of the eountry than would be
v 0 ?mrchaae from foreign countries an equal
guantity of the eommoditics wanied, thers must be an
dhwwzu, though not altogether so glaring, yet exactly
of the same kind in turning towards any uch employ-
ment a 30th, or even a 300th, part more of either.”
{ Wealth of Nations, Book IV, Chap. I1.)

Charities as Land Gamblers

Charitable instibutions are making money by se].hng
land. The building boom is the reason.

The endowed charities whose affairs are supervised
by the Charity Comunissioners have sold out £25,000,000
worth of land, at big profits, in the last ten years, -

Their invested funds, largely as a result of these
operations, have risen from £40,000,000 at the end
of the war to more than £53,000,000.

After all expensez and dishursements in 1933 the
value of their invested funds rose by £2,200,000.

About £55,000,000, or ftwo-thirds of the charitied’
funds, are now invested in British securitios. —Sunday
Hrepress, 24th February.

These facts and figures are well worth bearing in
mind for the next occasion when » land-value tax is
proposed and vocoiferous demands are made for the
exeraption of lands belonging to charivies and other
organizations. The profits which thev have alveady
made out of the present sysferm may well be et against
any claim for exemption. These figures alse provide a
clue to the inerease which has taken place in land values
generally in recent years. There is no reason to think
that the value of land belonging to charities has in-
creagsed more than that belonuing to other owners.
The total increase must therefore be very many times
groater than the amount mentioned above.

Rafer and the Building Industry.

The BScottish National Building Trades Federation,
in & statement published on 20th February, says:

‘The cost of the product of the industry has been
vhscured by the cumulative weight of extraneous
burdens which the public erronecusly assume to be
part of it, but which should be treated as quite distinct
from it. The burden of most far-reaching offect is
zmdnuhtsdh that of the Scottish rating system.

g the enmulation of the extraneous burdens that by

i( mal wtion are added to the rent which in Seotland raises
$he rent beyond what is considered the eapacity of the
working classes o pay.”

The Fedoration go on to sav that th
fands {or public purposss {s not guit
d "ttiwn% and an alternative method

£11

vatem of raising
d to modern con-
shoudd be devised.

wized  Duilding trade
ekl k. It is 6o be ‘hoped
3 («,mi wor i\.{;lm) in the building trmdre in

England will recognize the injurioes effects of imposing
& heavy burden of taxzation on the produect of $heir
lahonr.

No saggestion is made as to what the alternative
method of local taxation showld be. Some builders in
the past have apparentls arded land speculation as
more important than buil bt those who are builders

“simply will carry their criticisin to its logical eonclusion

by advocating the rating of lnod values. That policy
would reduce another facior in the eost of housing
asccommodation-—iand value. -

Tariff on Foodstuils,

In reply to a question by Colonel Wedgwood in the
House of Commons on 28th February the Chancellor
of the Exchequer stated that the approximate amount
of Customs duties collected on foodstuffs, including
feeding-stuffs for animals (which cannot be separately
distinguished) and tea, coffee and cocoa, during the
financial year 1933-34 was i£33,263,000.

This amounts to roughly 15s. per head, or £3 13s.
for a family of five. Observe, too, how this taxation
falls most severely upon the poorest and those with
the largest famiiies! Nor do these figures tell the
whole story, for the increase-in the price of foodstuifs
which has been brought about by Protection and other
restrictive legislation is probably double the sum which
reaches the Exchequer.

The < Gold Clagss  Judgment.

One passage in the cabled veports of the judgment of
the United States Supreme Courd in the “ gold clauses ™
is of interest as enunciating a principle of law that is of
mach wider application. The Courb said :—

Contracts, however eoxpress, ocannof feffer the
congtitutional suthority of Ulongress. Contracts may
create rights of property, but when contracts deal
with subject-matter which Hes within the control of
{longress they have a congenital infirmity.
In this country it was commonly argued at one time

that the power of Parliament to enact 2 land-value tax
and to say by whom it should be paid was fettered by
the 'pumir contracts made botween lessors and lessees

“of property speeifying i;g which party taxation imposed.

upen the jand should be vaid.” That contention was
demolished by Mr. Fleteher Moulton, K.C. (afterwards
Lord Moulton), in 2 masterly pamphlet in 1889, and as
a later date by Mr Alexander Ure, K.C. (afterwards
Lord Strathelyde), in the report of the Select Committec
of the House of Commons on the Land Values (Scotland)
Bill, 1906, and still later by a judgment of the Frivy
Council, in which the validity of Transvaal legislation
imposing a land-value rate upon lessors despite eontracts
to the econtrary was upheld. Without comment on the
merita of the policy considered by the Supreme Court,
it is interesting to see the -principle stated in an oven
wider form.

THE ETHICAL ASPECT. The Iniernution:l
Union has published in separate pamphlet form
“Tyg BENEBFICEACE OF NATURAL
Law ™ TR Heowowmic Wogmon,”
the paper presented by Mr (harizs H. Smithson at the
Edinburgh Co*zfeﬂ nee,  IEo18 nmiu contrended
because of s simple and cluar & '
rent ond it8 emphaszs o bhe morod
Jor your readwr; atrele
Sfriend, @ most 1
free, from our of Ju 2]
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A CONVERSATION IN THE TRAIN
We had not met for some tinge, and consequently our
unexpected encounter at the rallway station was a greab
pleasure, We got inte the same train, and he told me
that he was going to an exhibition of which he was one
of the directors.  As goom as we had taken our seats we
hegan to chat.

“ Tell me, now, von who have dedicated your life to
Single Tax propaganda, what exactly is this thing? 1T
read vour article on improvements, on the limitation of
maortgages and theiv reform ;. but, to tell you the trath,
it is mot at all clear to me what you are trying to advo-
cato in i%, or it mav be the Single Tax which is not clear
to wme.”’

* Very likely,” T replied, * since there are particular
points for the complete comprehension of which a know-
fedge of the principls you refer to is indispensable.”

“ Yery well ; give mo an explanation of this principle.”

* Good heavens, sir ! In the ten minutes that we ave
going to be together you expect me to explain an
economic problem about which more than 200 books
and pamphlets have heen written ? "’ )

“ Yes, but vou know that business men have a natural
aversion to purely theoretical discussions. A sure and
fundamental proposition ought to be capable of brief

and clear defipiftion, and if so ten minutes should he

afficient,”’

I veplied that 1 wished to satisfy him as completely
as possible, that he was quite right, since, indeed, ten
minutes wouald be more than sufficient for a brief
sxplanation. But in the first place T would like him
to tell me something about his exhibition.

As may be supposed, he discoursed eloguently on
this subject ; and gave an animated description of the
plans of the buildings and of the advantages to his
business which he expected to result from the exhibition
which would give the exhibitors an opportunity of
displaying their wonderful inventions.

At this point I interrupted him : * How is the cost
of this enterprise met ¢’

" The principal source of income is the rent of eash
stand.”

© But, jan't it diffienlt to allocate the stands justly,
wo as not to give, consciously or unconsciously, one
exhibitor an advantage over another ¢ 7

“ More theories ! When a business man does a thing,
he always sets out from a clear and simple point of view.
e stands are Jet to those who offer most. The man
who wants a stand near the entrance, for which there
i a considerable demand-—for instance, & corner site
with good light—nust pay more than he would for a
site lesy in demand.”

o ’.I;hfan you don’t let out the stands according to
aren 1

" No, sir!  According to their value. Would not a
tenant put the same value on a corner site with good
light as on a stand three times as large at the rear of
the bujlding 2>

h Yes: but let us suppose that the man who rents
this excelient sito is not able to do any business.”

" That’s his look-out. He who has it must run the
risk and submit to his good or bad luck according as
he pleases the public taste or no; whether his goods
are in much demand or are worthless is his look-out.
We cannot do more than give him the same opportunity
as the rest.  The man that wants much must pay miuch,
bt what cach individasl may make with the chanece
thus acquived will be determined by his own intelligence,
by bis persenat care and abiliby. What he is able to
get by it will be for his exclusive benefit, and the com-
munity has nothing to do with i6.”

At this moment the train began to slow down.

b

“T have to leave you at the next station.” said my
friend. “T am so glad to have met aned womuld
have been just as giad to have had vou give me some
explanation of the Fingle Tax, while I have done
nothing but talk about our exhibition and the way we
let out the stands thers.” '

“No, I have said nothing about the Single Tax,
hecanse you have yourself dome it better than I could.
Imagine the land of a country apportioned in exactiv
the same way as vou apportion the stands at your
exhibition, and vou will understa e pringipes of
the reform T advocate. The taxes, re aontribution,
whatever you like to call it, shonld be divided according
to the demand of each individual for the land. What
each can make from the land he uses is his affair, and
his application, talemt, and eouncmy should net be
penalized by taxes. How did yos put 7 You said
yourseli : When a business man does a thing, he alwavs
seta out from a clear and simple point of view.  Hunetiy,
Lock at our municipal and nationa! Tife feom the same
point of view, and you will be an advocate of the Single
Tax. Good-day—and think over that! By Dr A.
Damaschke, leader of the German Land Heformers :
reprinted from *° Land Values,” June, 1913,

THE GOVERNMENT AND
AGRICULTURE

Unfortunately, instead of planning wisely we are
developing a costly “ Contfrol” and financing extra-
vagant crops. Money has been poured into agricubiure ;
scheme piled on scheme; yet irritation is provalent
disappointment growing. Drought and heavy subsidies -
saved the Milk Scheme : next season it may be drowna:
in a glut of milik. The Bacon Schems nearly crashed last
mionth, whilet grumbling consumers are forced to pay
more for less Danish bacon. At the moment beef, the
cornerstone of British agriculture, is threatencd with
a dangerous scheme of subsidies and control based on
central abattoirs. A Sugar Scheme iy being devised which
hag been deseribed as a ramyp. Under this, a monopoly
of sugar refiners would be established. In return for
charging the needy, the unemployed and children more
for their sngar, jam and sweets, this ring would bolster
up sugar beet, a branch of agriculture so extravagant
that last year it cost about £9 miilion to produce sugar

which we could have imported for about £5 million.

Naturally, English sugar producers benefit—so would
producers of English bananas, if we gave them thumping
subsidies. . . .

Already the policy of control is restricting production ;
it is bagsed on producers’ rings which exploit the public,
and on quotas which compel consumers to buy their food
in the dearest markets. .

Existing * marketing schemes " stereotype farming,
and endow & fow producers, (One guarantees substantial
profits regardless of quality.) The uneconomic expansion
of wheat curtails the help which can be given to perish-
able products in which we have a natural advantage.
Lastly, by increasing land values our present policy
is seriously prejudicing the future. Recently an arable -
farm was sold for £4,000 which in 1929 changed han:is
at less than half this sum. Marketing schemes and
subsidies have proved Klondykes to favoured land-
owners. The polioy gives substantial benefits to somall
numbers but cannot expand agriculture economicall’
From ar article by Viscouni Asfor in the SPEOTATOR,
lst February. ' '
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THE CRUSADE AGAINST WAR

Beside many private.and generous associations to
gshow the horror of war and the inutility of it, being
equally harmful to the victor and to the vanquished,
we have two great institutions for the service of peace
and international co-operation. The Inter-Parliamen-
tary Union, whose aim is * to unite in common action
the members of all parliaments, constituted into National
Groups, in order to secure the co-operation of their
respective States in the firm establishment and the
democratic development of the work of international
peace and co-operation between people by means of
universal organization of nations.” This “ Union " has
been forty years active in the service of peace, ete.

Another great institution is the League of Nations.
Whatover the result of this expensive ** Mummy,” ib is
in a double sense the outcomie of the big War. It is the
fruit of an instinctive and world-wide impulse to create
gomehow some organization capable of preserving man-
kind permanently from a recurrence of a like disaster.
Tt was made by fourteen nations and the preamble of
the high contracting parties is the following : “ In order
to promote international co-operation and to achieve
international peace and security by the acceptance of
obligations not te resort to war, by the prescription of
open, just, and honourable relations between nations,
by the maintenance of justice and a serupulous respect
for all treaty obligations in the dealings of organized
peoples with one ancther, agree to this Covenant of the
League of Nations.”

Coming to the actual moment, we retember that we
had the Kellogg-Briand Pact to cutlaw war which was
hailed as a triumph of peace-making diplomacy. The
results 7 War preparations remain the greatest industry
of most of the large and so-called civilized nations which
subseribe to this Treaty. The dominant political party
which sponsored in the United States this peace gesture
is the same which was promoting the building of new
battleships, and in the interest of privileged classes
proposed new tariff barriers against the friendly com-
merce of the world.

What about the proposals for disarmament to which
so many good and sincere people in every country were
at-tmehing so great importance as measures for ending
war ?

France maintains the greatest war machine. In
Italy the armed forees on land, on sea, and in the air
are constantly growing. Germany, England, Russia
with a most formidable army, and other nations large
or small el us that it is not for offence but for security
that these conditions are maintained.

Men may ery “ Peace, Peace!” But there cannot
be lasting peace whilst the root causes of war are not
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recognized and removed; until the people may be
simply led by a new and simple philosophy of human
relationship, that of eqnal rights for all, freedom for all,
and justice for all. We should not disparage eflorts,
nor irapeach the sincerity of those who labour for dis-
armament and conciliation. We feel that they aze
engaged in the most difficalt if not impossible task,
which, if successful, would but serve as & palliative, not
as & cupe,

We honour those fine spirits of all the leagues who
sincerely labour for peace; mor are we disposed to
under-estimate the good work that has been dore in
strengthening the rsachinery and broadening the juzis-
diction of the World Court for the adjudication of
Aisputes between nations. But these things are of small
avail ; the most helpful approach to a true and peacefal
concert of nations in the interest of permanent Workd
Peace must lie along the road of economic freedom and
justice,

Sir Arthur Salter has a sound thought which he gives
in his book Recovery. * Collective human wisdom will
not control the inexorable march of events in the period
immediately ahead. Many, perhaps most, of the adjust-
ments which have earlier been made by deliberate
policy, with so much less waste and cost, will now come
from the pressure of hard facts and the collision of
brute forees.”

‘Who will fight the economic forces created by a jpro-
tectionist system ? 'When the economic life of a comntry
has been built on a basis of tariffs it creates a situation
which makes radical reform almost impossible.” ¢ Few
realize how great, how almost insurmountable, this
obstacle is, for none living have been through the
experience of changing from a protectionist to a iree
gystem.” ,

Now the reader may ask, What then? Shall we sit
down and wait for social and radical changes ¢ Here
our duty begins. Tt is useless to ery against the armies,
bureaucracy, and other leeches living on the producer’s
blood. All over the world they are the safety valves
of actual economic organization of our society. Disband
the armies, reduce the bureatcracy, and you would have
* Chinese bandits ’ for lack of work and employment.
And, iz the world poor ¢ In Australia they pave the
streets with wool, in Brazil they throw bags of coffee
into the sea, and the Wheat Conference resolves upon
restriction of production, while millions go naked,
hungry, or drinking adulterated coffec.

An Talian general travelling in Avgentina, whilst
cursing war and its horrors, confidentially said to the
writer 1 My dear Siv, war Is not the worst of the human
seourges. Life is so bitter for so many people that they
find war a relief to the suffering of poverty, chrobic
hunger, and internal feuds.”  An army in England or
in the United Btates would be hailed by thousands out
of work in any season and at any time. For some
people the army, the churches, and bureaucracies are
a relief for a mere living,

Priests, prelates, accused as the protectors of privilege
of the few against the many, intellectual leaders who
hate the idea of war, ought to counsel political education
before politics,. The awakening of the public mind to
a realization of the justico and necessity of a great
change and that industrial depressions are but the
“ intensifications of phenomena which always accompany
material progress, and which show themselves more
clearly and strongly as material progress goes on . . .
where population is densest, wealth greatest, and the
machinery of production and exchange most highly
developed we find the deepest poverty, the sharpest
struggle for existence and the most enforced idleness.”
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Wealth is as indispensable to mankind for purpose
of growth as water is to the soil. It is not the fault of
the water if its natural circulation is intertered with ;
if a certain portion of the land is saturated and other
parts Ieft completely dry. Since ancient times wealth
in all countries is artificially confined to a certain class.
An ioamense part of mankind is shub off from natural
opportunitios that can only be enjoyed when land is
of free nccess to labour, therefore an unjust and cruel
distribution of wealth. :

The restrictions and obstructions to the distribution
{wherefore Dbetter production) of wealth cannot be
removed without destroying the monopoly of land, the
grentost evil and the worst obstacle to establishing the
true freedom of interchange of wealth., TLet soclety get
the values created by social progress and inerease in
population and the individual the full product of his
labour.

“ The power to tax is the power to destroy.” Society
needs taxation, like as the buman body needs food.
Medicine is useless if the body is poisoned by bad food,
in the same way ag any reform aggravates the disorders
produced by bad taxation. Land values arising out
of the association and co-operation of people are essen-
tially a community produet. Our slogan is *“ We would
simply take for the comimunity what belongs to the

community and leave sacredly to the individual all that

helongs to the individual.”

We are not so mistaken as to believe that our slogan
will be casily aceepted. We firmly believe that we have
grasped an everlasting truth. Men are groping to find
rest.  Our civilization is so complicated that we forget
that man iy a land animal. What difference does it
make whether T own the land on which another rdan
must live or own the man himgelf 2

In what did the slavery of Russia consist but in
giving to the master land on which the serf was forced
to live ¢ Is it strange that many, feeling bitterly the
monstrons wrongs of the present distribution of wealth,
are animated only by a blind hatred of the rich and a
fierce desire to destroy existing social adjustmients ?
When one thinks, this class is less dangerous than those
who proclaim that no special improvement is needed or
iz possible,

In legislation common tendencies are toward socialistic
measures—high-purposed but incoherent mixture of
truth and fallacy, the defects of which may be sunimed
up in its want of radicalism, that is to say, of going to
the voot, The first steps can be moved only by the
simple formula of abolishing all the burden of taxes on
Iabour, hence on produetion and distribution, and
taxing land values, values attached to land, by social
progress and increasing population.

In the international field we aim to teach the world
that the highest interest of the people of every land is
identical with the interest of the people of that land.
If people do not understand peace at home they will
not understand peace between nations. Human rights,
if trampled on by any nation outside, meansg that they
are trampled on first at home. ,

These thoughts ought to be the fundamental principle
of & regenerating crusade, the only step to uplift the
welfare of mankind in accordance with justice and
moral law,

Frnix VITALE.

FORM OF BEQUEST

I bogueath (frec of duty) to the United Commitiee for
the Toxntion of Lend Values, Limited, the sum of

MR LLOYD GEQRGE’'S PROPOSALS
By Capt. A. R. McDougal

(Liberal candidate for Roxburgh and Sellirkshire.
The following are extracts from speeches delivered on B5th
February at Galashiels and 13th February at Selkirk, as
reported in the  Border Telegraph ” onmd other papers;
and at Glasgow, L4th Februgry, opening the new
Liberal Club buildings there.)

Mr Lloyd George’s proposals, much the same as in
1929, are now remarkable for two things—one inclogion
and one omission.

1. Pargff War., A fariff war is the inclusion. May
one agk if there is any instance of a tariff war proving
anything else than ruinous to both parties T4 is the
same as any other war in this respect and no one knows
it better than Mr Lloyd George.

9. Land Values. Land Values is the omission. Mr
Lloyd George rightly proposes to embark on great
development schemes, to utilize idle men and money
in order to provide necessary public improvements.
No one knows better than he that nothing can be done
without using Iand and that the landowners will demand
and get hugely inflated prices for any land required.
They will pocket millions in the inereased land-
values caused by the improvements exccuted by the
State.

Unless proceeded by a drastic scheme for the taxation

of land values and powers to acquire land at its ratcable
value, all these fine schemes will be wrecked on the
Land Value rocks, whilst the jlandowners loot the
ship. :
Simsilarly, Mr Hore-Belisha’s road schemes, excollent
in themselves and long overdune, will be hampered by the
enormous costs of land. They should be aceompanied
by a statutory Order empowering local authorities to
take all land required for road improvements at its
bare agricultural value, and as a minimum measuro of
land values taxation, they should have power to rate
at its full selling value, with no derating allowance, all
land beneficially affected by the improvements made
by the comummity. -

A recent road improvement at Manchester cost
£550,000 for works and £117,000 for land. It lasted
for five years employing 450 men, showing a cost for
land of £260 per man for the perfod.

Another eight-year schemo at Bath cost £1,000 per
man for lnd.

A Board road authority were held up for years in a
widening scheme by a demand of £300 per acre for &
strip of sandy waste in the open country.

The world-wide unemployment is caused by the gap
between producer’s costs and consumer’s purchasing
powers. This gap is almost wholly due to the foll exacted
by Land Values which increases producer’s costs and
reduces the consumer’s purchasing power, and it is
intensified by all obstacles to trade, such as tariffs,
quotas and similar follies.

The derating of houses and the rating of Land Values
would accomplish more in stimulating consumption and
climinating unemployment than anything else. Mr
Lloyd (eorge never mentions this. . The present
Government repealed Snowden’s Act, through whick it
might have been done. Here is a great opportunity
for a progressive party to draw nation-wide support
in tackling unemployment and depression at the
gource. :
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J. H. WHITLEY, RADICAL

Many worthy and splendid tributes have heen paid
i the Press and in Parlizment to the public work and
the memoary of the Right Hon, J. H. Whitley, who
passed away in London on the Srd February. Little
has heen said, however, of his ecarlier municipal and
political activities as member of the Halifax "Town
Coumnedl and as a private Member of Pagdiament. We
recall his warm-heartod and congistent advoeacy of
Land Value Taxation, his devotion to the teashings of
Henry Goorge, and the part he played as a Badieal in
the promotion of other causes for the bettermens of
social conditions, In Halifax he was the associate of
Alired Billson, who preceded him in the Parliamentary
representation of that town, and he and Chasles Smith-
son, also for a number of years o meamber of the Town
Coumedl, campaigned much together, cementing a friend-
ship that lasted throughout life. The Balifax Town
Conneil was one of the first to take action in petitioning
Parliament for land value legislation, it being in Februacy,
15888, that Councillor Whitley, as Lo then was, succeeded
in gelting & resolution adopted by 28 votes to 6 in favour
of the policy. In this agitation the Glasgow Corporation
had taken the lead, and Mr Whitley was present and
spoke at many of the roprescntative Conferences that
wers held under municipal andpices. Tt was he who
introduced the famous deputation to Mr Asguith (then
Chancellor of the Exchequer) when a petition signed in
behalf of 518 local authoritics wrged the Government
to take action. He made the propaganda at numerous
public nreetings, where he was ascopted as a foremost
authority on the subject, and frequently he contribated
articles to the Press.

Ox mar Hovsiveg Queston
At his adoption meeting as Parliamentary candidate
for Halifax on 30th Jamua
of overcrowding and said :—

Questions of municipal dwellings, admirable perhaps |

in themselves under certain eircumstances, wore bub
putting plasters over the sore. 'The evil of overerowding
was caused by & wrong system of taxation which had
caused the price of land in the centees of their cities to
go up to such a fabulous senount that it was impossible
for decent housing to be had except at enormous rent.
The one cure for this was the placing of taxation, where
it ought to have been all these yoars, on land value.
The chief burden of their taxation had been the omne
thing that had escaped it. Thersfure there was no
wonder that, with a false economic systern of taxation,
they had landed themselves in these evils that were
crying aloud for remedy in the great cities of the country.

ON Frer TRADE

In July, 1904, he became President of the English
League for the Taxation of Land Values, a position he
held for three years, and he joined the United Committee
when it was formed in 1907. On his asceptance speech
as President of the League he referrod to the revival of
the Protectionist campaign and said :—

The old bogey of *‘ Protection ” has heen trotted out
again after 60 yesrs’ rest. This was a great help, for
the country had been compelled to turn its attention
from war to the study of economie truth. Nothing but
grod could come of this, for the truth for which we stand
is the bedrock of economies.  “ One-sided Frse Trads ** :
yes, wo hava as yebt only won freedom of exchange ; we
want freedom for labour and production. ** After sixty
years of “ Freo Trade * there are still poverty and unem-
ploymeent.”  Trus; and thus we come at once to the
Land Question. What is rent but the dictation™of the
small number who own the sutface of the earth as to the
terms upon which they will permit the rest o live ?

1900, he spoke on the evil -

One may get baried, perhaps, withoit the petmission of
the landiord, but one cannot live without 15, Thus the
benefits of Free Trade have been mainly absovbed in
rent.  Our rveform s the fundsmental one.  Hvery
ather veform i mddary, and must fail unless we attack
the fundamental question of land valass,  Tho powsr of
a few is balancod against the noeeossities of the rest, when
some hold that which i3 necessary to the existence of all.
S0 lot us take advantage even of the present evil phase
of political history in order to press home the economic
truth about the Land Question. :
Addressing his constituents on 11th September, 1503,
he stated elearly the alternative to Tariffs in the declar--
ation that
The product of & man's labour had to pay a toll on
every band to monopolies of every kind that only a
portion of what he earncd entered hiz owm pockets,
There, he thought, they would find the keynote of tlhis
diseussion. It ought to stir up and inspire them to carry
out the roal Free Trade of Cobden, which was to strike,
ot only at the monopoly of the Customs tariff, but to
strile all other monopolies which tended to an umjust
distribution of the wealth which was created by an
exchange of products. The land monopoly was, perhaps,
she chicf root of them all.

On Hernry GroReE

At the Henry George Commemoration Dinner in
London, September, 1905, Mr Whitley was the orator
on the oecasion, and inthe course of his tribute to a great
memory he said :—

The ordinary political economists had taken the present
conditions, in many respeets, evil conditions, for granted,
and had thought they -must make rules to fit them.
But George had asked, are these conditions—evil or
producing evils—God-made or man-made ? s answer
wag that they were not inevitable, but had been brought
into existence by men’s ignorance or carelessmess. He
wrote in beautiful, simple, and sincere language, such as
can only come from a man who has a real message o
give. Never morve than at the present fime was thas

message noeded.  Affer a period of war men’s minds @

were turning to find alloviation of pressing problems-.of

housing, of poverty, of the distross caused by the wand

of smployment. In the reforn which Henry Georgo
advocated they had the key to all these problems. There
was going to be a great opening of men'’s minds in

sympathy with distress and poverty, and there was a

danger that many foolish and uneconomic experiments

mighi be made, and more harm than good result from
aympathy without knowledge. They did net expect to
ando in & year, or even in a generation, the evil that had
grown up during centuries, but they believed that by

a just dealing with taxstion they would set free the

springs and restore to men the lost opportunities of

industry. Let us, then, keep that ideal before us, and
do 2]l we can to work up to it.

These are only a few extracts from our pages in which
there is very much on record of the services Mr Whitley
gave to the Henry George movement. He maintained
his interest to the end, that we know; but bis public
position for 10 years as Chairman of Ways and Means
and Deputy Speaker, and subsequently as Speaker, of
the House of Commons, with the posts he filled since
of & public nature, debarred him from being an active
protagonist in the causes he held dear. What he did in
effectively influencing public opinion will ever he
remembered by those who see the solution of our vexing
gocial and industrial problems in the application of the
teachings of Henry Goorge.

Bound Volumes of “Land & Liberty ™ for the year 1934, with
Title Page and Index, are now available. Prics 10s. each, post free.
Index separately, at 1s. each, post free.
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SOCIAL CREDITORS AND
LAND VALUE TAXATION

Clorrespondernce

The Secrctary of the Social Credit Secretariab, of
which Maior . I Douglas is president, writes Land &
Liberty in a letter dated 27¢h Webruary i—

Drap SR,

In reforence to your marked copy of February, 1935,
and the paragraph relating to Major C. H. Douglas and
Social Credit, we would say that ib is gquite evident, both
from your own comments and from the Questionnaire
which vou reprind, that you =il do not realize that a tax
in money is, and always has been, a tax for the benefit
of those who create and destroy money.

Tt is obvious that the resuls of taxation of land, which
ix already two or throe times greater than that on any
other form of property, has not merely been to ruin both
the small and large landownesr, which result we undor-
stand you view with complacency, but to transfer the
land into ths hands of banks and insurance corpanies,
whose exploitation of It has been far less satisfactory
than that of its previous owners.

We notice that your comments on this matter are
immedistely followed by a *“ Form of Bequest,” which
hegins T bequeath (free of duby) 2 We ghould
be interested. to Imow on what grounds you ¢onsider that

one activity, your own, should be exempt from taxation,.

while ancther activity, that of agriculture, should be
taxed oub of existence.
Yours faithfully,
W. L. BARDSLEY,
Seoretary.

This letter confirmts the impression that neither
Major Douglas nor his colleagues understand the land
guestion. Ib is simiply not true that taxation on land
is two or three times greater than that on any other
form of property. On the contrary, land is freated
with particular consideration. Unused land is exeripted
from rates and taxes. Agricultural land is exempted
from rates. Land generally is valued according to the
use which is made of it and fthe improvements made
to it and not according to its value as land. In any
case, land value taxation (the real topic of discussion)
is not in operation in this country.

The effect of the words ““free of duty ” in the form
of beguest are so obvious that we need not waste tire
to explain them. More important is the reference to
agriculbure, which indicates that the Social Credit
Hearetariat is under the delusion that land is only used
for agriculture, and that a tax on.land values would be
a tax on agriculture. A tax on land values is not a tax
on induséry or production ;. it is a tax on the ownership
of natural resources. It does not raise prices; it is
not shifted on to consumers. In New South Wales,
Monitoba, Denmark and elsewbere it has been applied
for the purpose of raising some or all of the local taxation
in eountry districts. Farmers have not been taxed out
of existence in these places, but are strong supporters
of land.value taxation.

menay is . .. a tax for the benefit of those who
create and destroy money.”. Here we have an interest-
ing example of a fallacy due to the use of ambiguous
termie. All taxes are faxes in money because all taxes
are caloalated in the currency of the country imposing
them. The use of requisitions of goods and labour is
obsclete.  Nevertheless, the effect of all taxation is to
divert a cortain amount of the labour and production
of the citizens to the purposes of the Government.
Now i by money Mr Bardsley means ecurrency or
legal fender, his proposition becomes this: a tax in
legal tender is a tax for the benefit of those who create
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and destroy legal tender.

It is fairly evident, however, that in talking of creating
and destroying money Mr Bardsley is rolerving to a
favourite theme of Social Creditors thai banks create
and destroy cvedit or loaus. The proposition then
becomes : A tax on bank loans is & tax for the benefis
of those who ereate and destroy bank losms, If this
statement hag any meaning at all (which we doubt) it
certainly has no bearing vpon the land guestion or land
value taxation.

THE CHURCH ASSEMBLY

The National Assembly, which is the Parliament of
the Anglican Church, consists of three Houses, of
Bishops, Clergy (some ex-officio and some clected by
Hare-Spence P.R. by clergy of theiv diccese), and Laity
—men and women similarly elected by laiiy slected to
the ““ Diocesan Conferences.” In a rough way it hegins
to voice lay and clerical opinions apart from the bene-
ficiaries of State patrenage alone, as of old : and has
been uneasy about sccial conditions among its electors
and the humble parish clergy whe minister to them.

At the Yebruary wmieetings of the Assembly the
Social and Industrial Commisgion presented an interim
report (C.A. 484) on unemployment which indicates a
temporary defeat of its members ingtructed in Georgeism
—of whom the Rev. P. E. . Widdrington is probably
the most eminent—by the * Industrial Christian
Fellowship ” group led by Rev. P. T. R. Kirk—a group
which favours “ any other ™ sslation.

The report hag nothing to say about the land question
but summarises thres other policies. One is that thers
is nothing fundamentally false in the structure and aim
of industrial society as we now know it. Removable
causes of unemploywent are the burden of debt,
barriers to trade, exchange and labour restrictions,
excessive taxabion and (infer alia) * various threats so
capital.” Another is the ““nationalization ” of all ‘in-
dustrial and financial activities, which iz also but
shortly mentioned. Most of the paper is a rehash of
old discussions of the Social Credit scheme, with a
hint that on the whole it iz worth a trial! A more
worthless paper from so important a source has rarely
been printed. It is partly redeemed by Mr J. H.
Higginson’s ** Mentorandum of Tissent,” criticizing the
“haseless and ill-informed ideas” about money and
increased purchasing power.

The discussion on the report was of some value—
the Bishop of London proposed, in moving that it be
“ received ? that * financial, industrial, and economic
policy be reconstructed,” though this was amended fo
read that such policy * should not transgress moral and
religious principles.” :

The Archbishop of York paid a left-handed compli-
ment to the Comimission—that they were extremely wise
in putting their views, because it made it abundantly
plain that they were nob commending any one of them !
Why His Grace did not take the obvious step in com-
mending the view set out by Hemry George, as did
Archbishop Lord Davidson, is not clear. That the
Georgeist section were browheaten into silence is much
to be regretted, but the upshot of the matter is nob
unpromising. A valueless document has been riddled
with criticism, and Hself and the whole subject of
unemployment has been commended to the further
study of churchfolk. Let the debate eontinue !

M. J. 8.

A Free Copy of “Land & Liberty” is an invita-
fion to become a Subscriber, 2d. Monthly :
bv Post 2s, 6d. a Year,
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YOUR AFFA]R AND MINE
By A. Maud Stacy

As vou and I must each pay Rates, sither in our vent
or separately, why should we not see that they are
agsessed in the best possible way ¢ The nearer we live
to a bown the more advantage we have of cerbain services,
such as road maintenance and drainage, street lghting,
fire brigade, police protection, schools, destruction of
refuse, cte. "We appreciate these, and every thinking
man or woman is willing to take & share in their upkeep,

At present, Rates are claimed from us according to
the size and cost of the premises we ocoupy. At first
this does not seem a bad way, but it has many dis.
advantages. It discourages people from improving
their houses and shops, for they know that whatever
increases the value of the building will put up the
Rates. The erection of a garage or a wing to the house,
o add a bathroom or put in a new shop-dront all entail
increased Rates. We want to see this system altered
and the assessment based on the value of the land,
not on the building on it. This would leave us free to
improve our premises and would encourage the spend-
ing of money on development, thus giving more employ-
ment, Further, such a tax would fall on all land,
whether nsed or not, thus spreading out the cost of
those services mentioned above, reducing Rates to the
majority of the community because shared by all in
proportion to the value of their land.

At present land standing idle pays no Rates, and that
which is little used pays only a small amount. This
is a divect inducement to owners to let their land le
waste until it is wanted, when it will fetch a big price.
If Rates had to be paid each year whether land were
used or not it weuld hecome a business proposition to
use the land to the best advantage. This in itself
would tend to keep land prices down, making town
development less costly than it is to-day—a further
saving of Rates.

In Denmark, where this system iz in vogue, a fresh
valuation is made every five years, so that as towns
grow Rates and Taxes are claimed from ail, as the
amenities are enjoyed by everyone in accordance with
the size and position of the land occupied. In New
Zealand and New South Wales this aystem is used, and
in many other parts. In Brisbane all the cost of develop- -

The books published by the Henry George Foundation
tave been praised for their print, binding and other
tests of good production, irrespective of the reading
maticr they contain, We are assured it would be
difficult to find anything in the book trade of equal
excellence ab the prices.  When ordering (especially if
you are making an accepiable present) bear in mind
the following * gift book »’ editions :

ProorEss aNp PoverrY tn red rexine, 2s.; in
superior green rexine, 3s.; both with gilt top and
ribbon  book-marker. SociaL. PROBLEMS in  red
rexine, 25. Ter ConbrrioN oF LABOUR in red
rexvene, 28, THE SciENCE oF PovLiricarl Ecowomy
T green rexine, 46. GEMS FROM Huwry Guoxcz,
in superior cloth, ls,

In red oloth, the first three of these books at 1s. each ;
TrE Sciexcm oF Povrricat, Ecowomy, 2s. 6d.
ProrrcTION OR TFREE TRADE, cloth 1s.; paper
covers 6d. GEMS FTRoM HENRY GEORGE, paper
covers, Gd.

Al prices post free, Apply for codalogue and price
list of 40 books and pamphlets.

ment is borne not by raizing she Rates but by the
higher sums accruing from the inereased value of land.

In his Budget of 1931 Lord Snowden arranged for
a valuation of land so that & beginning should be made
of a penny in the £ on capital value in the Budget of
1933-4. But the “ economy measures” awept away
this effort. Hven a very small tax per £ would raive
# very large sum for the Exchaquer or local revenues.

It iz up to us to create a demand for this reform, to
stimulate publie opinion and urge our losal Councils
to press Parliament for powers $o use it. Hundreds of
Coungcils are already in favour.

The Rating of Site Values will encourage the better
use of lsnd, stimulate enterprise, give more work and
spread out the burden of Rates. Above all, it is a

| fairer system, and this is a recommendation which

appeals irresistibly to the British mind.

('he above article has been {ssued through our Press
Bureaw to 260 newspapers.) .

IS A PEAT MOSS A “FACTORY
AND WQORKSHOP” ?

This is one of the vexing questions raised in the
anomalies of the present rating system which was
further complicated by the “ Derating Act” of 1929.
The local Assessor held one view, the Valuation Com-
mittee another, and the Land Valuation Appeal Court
had to give decision as reporied in the Masgow Hereld
of 2nd February. Lord Hunter (with Lords Flenting
and Pitman concuzring) said it was a misuse of langnage
to refer to 70 acres of moss, enly a small portion of which
was cut at any time, as a workshop. What was done
was that something was cut from the soil and after being
dried was used as a raw material in connection with’
a mannfacturing process. As well might it be said
that the digging of potatoes in a field or the cutting of
a field of corn made the field a workshop. + It was
intimated that the decision not to “ derate ” mosses
would apply to the gathering of kelp on the shores.
That also is not an " industrial subject ” entitled to
the benefits of relief from rates. '

Itisall very capricious. The law with its distinctions,
its favours bestowed on sectional interests, and its
artificial definitions putting one business in oue class
and another business in a different class *for the assess-
ment of rates ~ is ““ a hass.” But we are tied up in this-
way because of our own stupidity in allowing any
improvements whatever to be rated and in not having
ingisted long ago that the value of land is the proper
gource of the public revenue,

Our “ News of the Movement * columns refer to the
activities of many correspondents in making publicity
through letters to the newspapers. Among other news
cuttings received, we notice G. A. Goodwin in the
Review of Reviews, the Daily Dispatch and the Prestatyn
Weekly; Mr W. E. Bland in the Winchmore Hill
Gazette and “ Physiocrat” in the Star; the Kent
correspondent ‘“ Méntor ” in the A.EU. Journal :
“ Highgate Resident ”” in the Hornsey Journal ; G. F.
Young in the Hertfordshire Mercury ;  Working Man
Stadent ” in the Barnsley Chronicle. Two long cuttings
are of exceptional interest, one being the report in the
Hendon Times {(lst February) of the Debate on the

:Land Value Tax Bill introduced in the ° Golders

Green Parliament ” by Mr F. W. T. Krohn, and the other
an illuminating statement ““ The Crusade Against Waz,”
contributed by Dr Felix Vitale to the English edition
of the Buenos Aires Herald, a large part of which
appears in our leading article ¢olumn,
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SOME PRESS CUTTINGS

The following press cuttings, which arrived on one

morning recently, are reproduced as o sample of the dis.

cussion constantly taking place all over the country.
& * £

Ty the Bditor of the © Keighley News ”’

Rir,—With regard to “ X.P.s *” excursion into the
realms of pseudo-sconomic faney, it is neither instructive
nor amusing. The question at issue is much too serious,
involving, as it does, the well-being of humanity at large.

To recapitulate : Land plus labour vields wealth—i.e.,
commodities. Taxes on their valne always increase
selling prices by at least the amount of the taxes. On
the other hand, a tax on land value has exactly the
opposite effeet ; 16 decreases the selling price of land.
To the man who can think, these facts will show to him
how fundamental is the difference between land and the
products of labour.

To produce commodities, access to land is the first
sssential. A tax on land value would at once stop the
withholding of land from use, as the tax would fall upoen
all land having value, whether used or not.  Taxes on
commodities (indirect taxation) are always passed on to
the consumer, but a tax on land valnes—and this is
worth noting—cannot be passed on to anybody, hence

the bifter opposition to it of the landowning fraternity. -

—T am, ete., J. W.B.

T'o the Edilor of the “ Western Morning News,”” Plymouth

Sme,— Socialist Leaguer ” refers to capital such as
land I He wants to nationalize banks, yet knows so
little of economics that he cannot distinguish land, a
natural resource, from capital, a man-made affair.
i would like to kncw what his banking scheme is like.

WNow land gets its value from comumunal effort. Tf
thore is a hiteh in the scheme of * Cripps,” with a trade
set-back, the community will be committed to compensa-
tion by way of interest to landowners that would bhe
unbearable, for the compensation would get heavier as
land values, then owned by the Government, went
down with bad trade, while the bond interest remained
fixed. The Land Taxers, on the other hand, do not pay
compensation and then tax it, but gradually absorb for
the community the socially-created land value, by
taxation, without the trouble of managing every land
unit, down to the small garage or dog kennel plot,

OLp Haxnp.

To the Editor of the ** Evening News,” Portsmouth

S1r,-—I observe that the matler of high rents charged
for working men’s dwellings has recently occupied the
attention of your readers.

- 1% is abundantly clear that the working classes play a
substantial part iz modern civilization. In Portsmouth
we have limitless evidence of the industry and skill of
these underpaid workers. 4

Why, then, should these men be forced to pay pro-
hLibitive rents for slams ¢ What conld be done fo relieve
their distress ? ’ o )

Let us consider the question of housing schemes and

grants from Local Governments. Such schemies embody

charity, and the working man does not ask for charity.
Also they impose an additional drain upon the rates,
and are not the rates alteady much too high 2 o

I suggest that the present rating system is all wrong.
Unused land is not rated at all, fio Tatter what may be
its value, whereas improvements to tenanted property
are immediately followed by an increase in rates.
Huppose rates were based on land values, whether used

or unused, landlords would then .be_prepared to offer

more reasonable terms rather than speculate npon the
possibility of getting a high price by holding their land
out of use until someons agreed to their terms.

Again, by rating the land value and disregarding the
property value, we should be encouraging the landlord
to improve the amenities of his property and, incident-
ally, add to the comfort of his tenante.-—Vours, ete.,

Lovis B. W, FrawxLIn,

East Southsea.

DEAR LAND—NO HOUSES

At s meeting of the Chailey (Sussex) Puwral District
Council the Clerk reported the receipt of the District
Valuer’s report upon the site proposed to be purehased
for the erection of houses in the parish of Ditchling,
The report stated the value of the site (area approxi-
mately two aocres) to be £850. The Clerk stated that
if this site was purchased at the valuation given approxi-
mately 1s. per week would be added to the rent of each
cottage in respect of land only. It was resolved that
no further action be taken with regard to purchasing
the proposed housing site adjoining the present Counsil
eottages at Ditchling, and that the sub.committee be
requested to report as to alternative sites in that parish.
—8ussex Hupress, 22nd Februsry.

Mr J. L. Young, at hiyx adoption meeting (Golders
Green Gazelte, 15th February) as Liberal eandidate for
Hamrpstead, said :—

No community, however, had economic freedom

while it knew that a disproportionate percentage of
the ultimate revenue from national improvements
would go into the pockets of the landowners. Liberal-
ism, by rating site values, would ensure that a reason-

able propartion of such ultimate revenue would go into

the pockets of the eommunity. .
As the whole value of land is due to the presence and

-activities of the community, this “ reasonable propor-

tion "’ talk is pointless-——unless Mr Young means that
by rating land values local authorities would get their

share of this public revenue (in lieu of rates on houses)

and the rest should or would be taken in taxation for
the uses of the National Exchequer. What about the
one-time Liberal demand for the abolition of indireot
taxation and a natjonal land values tax in place of such
imposts ? That and the local rating of land values is
the way to the desired economic freedom.

A TEXT-BOOK FOR ECONOMIC CLASSES
AND THE STUDENT—By special arrangements
we have oblained a swpply of Jackson H. Ralstow’s
wnforming book, :
“WaaT's Wrong wiTe Taxarion ¢

which is now offered to our readers at the remarkably
low price of ls. post free. It was reviewed by
“W. R L” in our columns with highest praise.
*“ Read this book,” it was said. Wik the difficulty
of the originally high price now overcome this adeice
18 all the more earnestly endorsed. 4 ireatize on
Land, Labour gnd Capital, the functions of Govern-
ment and the basic principles of Land Value Taxation,
Fourteen chaplers, 188 pages. Paper covers.. Price
1s. post free. ' .
To Teachers of our. Economic Classes “WHATS
Weone witHE TAXATION 7 is recommended as a
- sessional tewi-book, Special terms : 9s. per dozen,
post free. - - C

£
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WHAT MR LLOYD

GEORGE HAS SAID

(4 statement circulaied to the Press ond issuad by The United Commiltes os a"lmﬂet for distribution
at public demonstrations) ;

Who is the landlord ? The landiord is a gentleman
who does not earn his wealth, He does not even take
the trouble to receive his wealth. He has a host of
people around him to do the actual spending for him.
He never sees it until he comes to cnjoy it. His sole
function, his chief pride, is stately consumption of
wealth produced by others.—At Limehouse, 30th July,
1909.

Who ordsined that a few should have the land of
Britain as a perquisite ¥ . . . Who is responsible for the
scheme of things whereby ons man is engaged through
life in grinding labour, to win a hare and precarious sub-
sistence for himself . . . and another man who does not
toil receives every hour of the day, every hour of the
night whilst he slumbers, more than his poor nsighbour
receives in & whole year of toil ¢ Where did the table of
the law come from? Whose finger inscribed it?
These are the questions that will be asked.——4¢ New-
castle, 30th September, 1909,

Only the business community fu this country, and those
who have been associated with it all their lives, can fully
appreciate the extent to which the present ownership of
land hampers and embasrrasses trade and industry.—
Preface to  The Budget, the Land and the People”
published December, 1909,

I will tell you what is the matter with this country.
There is one limited monarchy here, but alse 10,000 little
Tsars. They hold absolutely autoeratic sway. Who
gave 1t to them ¥ We mean to examine she conditions.
A fight Tull of hope for the democracy, we are asking
nothing unreasonable.— 47 Swansea, 2800 Moy, 1912,

Hearch out every problem, look into these questions
thoronghiy, and the more thoroughly you look into them
you will find that the land is at the root of most of them,
Housing, wages, food, health, the development of a virile,
independent, manly, Imperial race—you must have a
free land system as an essential condition of these, To
use a gardening phrase, our social and sconomie condition
is root-bound by the feudal systexn. It has no room to
develop, but its poots are breaking throngh. Well, let’s
burst it—A4t Aberdesn, 20th November, 1412,

When they enclosed the commons they did it through
Comimissioners, and those Commissioners did the work
they were set out to accomplish 50 neatly, so completely,
so thoroughly, that we decided that, the Commissioners
having deprived the people of their intorest in the land,
Comrmisgioners are just the people to restore the land to
the people. Tt is a great undertaking., It is a gigantic
one, but we mean to put it through. Itis one that may
take time ; it is one that may involve us in a struggle
with great interests. We are aconstomed to that. We
have hoaten vested interests and we will do it again.—.Ad¢
Swindor, 22nd October, 1613,

As long as the landlords are allowed to charge prohi-
bitive prices for a bit of land, even waste land, without
contiibuting anything to local resources, so long will this
terrible congestion remain in our towns. Take the
question ‘of overcrowding. This land question in the
towns bears upon that. It iz all very well to produce
Housing of the Working Classes Bills. They will never
be effective until you tackle the taxation of Jand
values,~—At Newcastle, 4ih March, 1903,

We do nob want to tax industry ; we do not want to
tax enterprise ; we do not want to tax commerce. What
shall we tax ¢ We will tax the man who is getting
something he never earned, that he never produced, and
that by no law of justice and fairness ought ever to
belong to him.—At¢ Carnarvon, 8th December, 1909,

Then there are questions like the Taxation of Land
Values. And I am very glad the Government are going
to put that in their Budget. I urged thom to do thab
last year.—A# the National Liberal Club, 5th December,
1930, '

It (Land Value Taxation) hag been done and is being
done at this moment, Tt is being done in some of our
Drominions—in some of the greatest cities in the Do-
minions. The real value of this is not so much what the
right hon. Gentlemran gets out of his penny {in the £ of
capital land value) ; it is the thing that he pointed out,
that it is to be the basis of local taxation. This measure
of the right hon. Gentleman will broaden the basis of
taxation ; it will strengthen the local authorifies; it
will give thent greater opportunities of beneficial action
for the State ; and beyond that it is in itself equitable,
it is equitable as between one taxpayer and another, and
it ig eqnitable as far ag the whole community is concerned.
—in the House of Commons, 6th May, 1931, in the
Debates on Mr. Snowden’s Budget provisions for Land
Value Taxvation,

RANSOM FOR LANDOWNERS

The Co-operative News of 2nd Febraary had a long
and informing article entitled “ Get Down to a Beal
New Deal—Wipe Out the Landlords’ Claims,” writien
by the “ Special Commissioner” of the paper. Hs
declares that © Public works in this country have failad
to provide work and wages commensurate with the sums
expended because private landowning interasts have
held a pistol to the head of the community and demanded
fabulous ransom before a man could be employed.”
The writer draws liberally from our columns (and with
acknowledgments) in giving examples of the compensa-
tion given to landed interests in comnection with road
and bridge schemes—and cases where the compensation
was 0 be so much that schemes were abandoned, the
most outstanding of which was the Charing Cross Bridge
in London, estimated to cost £16,865,000, of which -
£11,126,000 would have been required for land, esse-
ments, and permanent rights.

A TEACHERS MANUAL. How o study and how
to impart the teachings of * Progress and Poverty.”
The Henry George School of Social Science, 211, West
TOth Street, New York Cily, has produced from Oscar
(leiger’s copious notes on * Progress and Poverly,” and
in the form of questions and answers on every point,
@ comprehensive TEAcHER'S MaANUaL, which will
cortindy be found of the greatest assistance in class
werk. The Manual (47 pages) is intended primarily
for teachers and meanawhile only a limited edition has
boen issued. The price ts 4s. A few copies are
available at our office for which early application
should be made.
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS

(Press Service of the Iniernational Union for Lund Value Tazation and Free Trade, 94 Peity France, London, S.W.1)

DENMARK J
The Danish Social Democratic
Party and Land Value Taxation
By HANS P. ANDERSEN
{Translation of o special article in Sovran
DEsMoXRATEN, Copenhagen, 20h January.)

Although the Social Democratic Party does not see
the ultimate aim of its efforts attained in the complete
collection of land wvalues for public purposes, yet this
pohiey, which in reality means a socialization of the land,
has very naturally a foremost place among the objects

pursued by the Social Democratic Party. =~ The best

indication of this in practical politics is perhaps the
standpoint the Parby has adopied and the practical action
it has taken in connection with legislation on property
taxation and other legislation bearing on this subject.

Tz REscTioNARY LEGISLATION OF 1902
At the beginning of the 20th century, when the great

constititional change took place, Danish peasants,

gained their influence in politics and were interested in
promoting a general ieform in taxation which, among
other things, was divected towards converting the old
hard-corn tax * on country lands and the building taxes
in the towns into & general tax on fixed property, apply-
ing in town and country alike. But the way in which
this was carried through clearly showed the influence of
the class interests.

In the first place it meant that, so far as the country-
side was concerned, a system of taxation was abandoned
{namely, the old hard-corn ‘tax} which, although tech-
nically speaking out of date, did have the good feature
that it was » burden upon land. Tt was given up i
exchange for a form of taxation that was based upon
the objectionable principle of falling upon land and
buildings with equal weight. There was to be for the
future a periodic valuation of all properties in the
country according to their value in the open ntarket,
and on the basis of these values all properties were
subject to the new property tax. _

In the second place, the new assessment brought about
& reduction in the taxes levied upon agricultural land ;
but, more important still, this transference—because, as

explained, the taxes were mow levied on the value of

both land and buildings—resulted in a reduction of taxa-
tion for the large land holdings where buildings were
few in relation to the area, and where the land had a
fairly low value because the ocultivation was not in-
tensive.  On the other hand, the small holdings, such as
those of the housemen or coftars, and the allotment
helders, which have a high building or improvement
value, relatively speaking, and ‘where the land had a
higher value on account of intensive cultivation, were
much more heavily hit by the new taxation.

* The hard-corn tax was based upon the fertility of the
land, which was classified into some 24 different grades.
1t did not take aceount of iraprovements made to the land,
#nd was payable whethor the land was used or not. It
was firgt established in the 17th century, and was for a long
period a very close approximation to a pure land-value tax,
I_t« did not, however, include values due %o extramsous
elreamstances, such as access to roads, railways, ete.,
which in recent times have influenced the value of land.
The grest development of Danish agrioulture and the
oxistones of a numerous class of small holders is largely due
to the operation of this tax.—FEDrros, Land & Liberty.

The relief which the large land holders got was all the
more unfair hecause the previous hard-corn taxes had
long ago become a fixed charge and had been discounted
in the selling wprice of the fand. The reduction of
taxation, therefore, meant thaé these propertios which
had benofited most from the reduction, mereased
correspondingly in seliing price, and it happencd that
those farmers who were the proprictors of their farms
pocketed the advantage.

Purchasers of such land 'i'-i‘i(’?l‘{iE)_\-’ Q_};cha,nged what wasy
a public mortgage for a private loan, beecause thev had
to borrow just so miuch more before they could acquirs
the properties at the higher prices. This rosult, so
unreasonable and so unfair, was not compensated by
the fact that in the towns a cerfain amount of progress
took place by levying the taxation on land which had
formerly been levied on buildings alone.

CrPosITION T0O THE (GENERAL PRrOPERTY Tax

From the beginning, the Social Demoacratic Party
wore definitely opposed to property taxation that was
levied upon buildings and demanded in place of it a
pore land-value tax and a tax on the increase in land
values.®

When the tax legislation was discussed in Parliament
in 1002-3, the Social Democratic icader, Mr Borghjerz,
made the following declaration : ** We maintain that
periodic valuation should be made every fifth year and
we propose that there should be a separate valuation of
the land. We will thus succeed in obtaining the basis
for a future development in a desired direction. Thus,
upon the basis of a five-vearly valuation of the land we
could impose an increment tax falling upon the increaze
in valua that has taken place in the previous five years
and which is due to the growth of the community., Tt
would be difficuit to find a more sensible tax.” ‘

In this connection, one must remembsr that the
importance of choosing one or other basis for Stato
taxation on property is not so great as the need for doing
the same thing in regard to local taxation, which on the
eountryside makes up a large part of the local revenuos,

The Social Democratic Party in the succeeding years
has worked steadily to bring about the abolition of
taxes upon buildings, because in the last analysis this is
a tax on eonsumyption which, among other things, makes
dearer such an elernentary necossity of life as a dwelling-
place. Instead of this, the Party has pointed to the
land as the basis of taxation which ought alone to be
used, because this tax could not be shified upon con-
sumers. Buildings are produced by labour and their
value depends on the cost of production. Before the
building trade will undertake to build anything, they
require in all circumstances a return ‘on the capital
invested in buildings. Accordingly, if a tax upon build-
ings is imposed and if the Louse rent cannot be increased
to the extent of the tax, hecause for the time heing there
are not enough dwellings, a brake will be put vpon new
buildings until houso rents rise to the degree that the
tax can be met. In this connoction the property tax,

* Wherever reference is made in this article to taxation
on inereased value or inerement, it must be underssood
that in Denmark this connotes an anhual tex levied on the
increase in the value of land &t any periodical valuation as
compared with the value at & previous valuation. Tt does
not mean a tax lovied at irregular intervals upon such land
as happens to be sold. It is levied in additicn to the
ordinary tax imposed upon the whole value of the land.—--
Eprror, Land & Liberty. :
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as then levied, was specially unfair during and immedi-
ately after the war when we had the greatest difficltics
in producing buildings at a remmmerative price.

Quite different are the circamstances with regard to
land, the value of which is not dependent upon any costs
of pmductlon but is derived partly from its natural
capacitios and partly from its situation. Owners of
land have no recourse against a tax that takes from them
either a part or the whole of the income from land as
such by trying to decrease the supply of land and thus
send its prices sky-high.

Tur Nariowarn Tax op 1922

Eventually there came a reaction against this unsound
tax system. When the law of 1922 for the Land and
Property Tax was adopted, althongh taxzation of
buildings was not abandoned, provision was made for
distinguishing between a tax on land values and a tax
on improvements, whereby the rate of the land-value
tax was made higher than that levied uponimprovements,
namely, 1-5 per thousand on land values and -1 per
thousand on the value of improvenients apart from the
land. Moreover, the law provided that at every periodic
valuation there was to be a separate assessment of land
values in respeet of every separate property, and the
land value was defined as ““ The value of the land in its
unimproved condition, having regard to its quality,
situation, and the nse for which it is adapted.” With
respect to agricultural land, a special provision is made
that the value of a given picee of land of given quality
and sitvation is to be valued in accordance with the
prices current in the distriet for land of similar quality
and situation, and on the assumption that the land
belongs to a modinra-sized farm in an average state of
cultivation.

As may be seen from these principles of valuation, the
practice is abandoned of levying the same tax upen that
part of the value of the pmnf-rbv which is created by
Iabour, or is the fruit of special industry or enterprise—
which is often the cause of the high selling value of
smail holdings—ag wpon that part which is the gift of
nature or the result of communal enterprise in roads,
railways, and the vest. In these assessmments the differ-
ehce between the value of the property as a whole and
the property of the land alone, with a deduction of
2,000 erowns (£100) for each property, gives the amount
on which the tax on impmvemcnﬁs is levied.

Locan Taxarion or Lano VaLugs

This change in taxation involved only a transference
but no increase in the total amount. The Soeial
Democratic Party gave its support to the legislation
hecause it meant an important step in the right direction.
The road was thus paved for a couesp(mdmﬂ change in
local taxation. This was carried through in 1926 by
the first Social Deiocratic Government, under which
local taxation on real estate is assessed in such a way
that the rate of the fax on improvements is three-
quartors of the rate levied upon the value of land alone.
A subsequent alteration has been made so far as the
county taxes are concerned, whereby the county tax on
improvements is three-fifths of the rate of the fax on
land value.

Following the provisions of the State tax, there is a
simeilar tax-free deduction from improvement value
betore “the tax on improvements is levied ; but the
amount of this rebate is to a certain extent left to the
option of the loeal authorities. Then, again, if applica-
tion is made, a forther rebate is given of 1,000 érowns
for every dwelling that a building may contain in
excess of one. The proposals that the Government
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kad introduced went mauch further. It had been
proposed that the tax on improved values should be not
more than two-thirds of the rate of the tax on land
alone, and the rebate in respect of dwellings should
have been 2,000 crowns. Furthermore, it had been
proposed for the sake of promoting building that there
should be a rebate of 12,000 crowns (£600) for every
separate dwelling built after the 18th June, 1916, but
this had to be sacrificed in order to get Liberal support
for the Bill

Tar LECISLATION OF 1933

Generally speaking, the 1926 reform did not affect
the mspco’nve amounts of revenwe derived from the
local income tax and from real estate taxation, but in
the law of 1933 a certain change did take pla,(,e One
of the measures taken for combafﬁing the orisis in
agriculiure was to give a State subsidy or subvention of
20 million erowns for a year to meet the charge of the
gounty tax on land value, and it was also agreed to give
an annual salywwention of the same amount as 4 maximum,
but varying with the percentage profit derived from
agriculture® and disappearing when this percentage
ros¢ to the standard reached in the year 1928-30, which
was 43 per cent.

The Local Taxzation Act of 1926 gave an opportunity,
although very modest, for the levy of a loeal tax on
increased land values. At the present moment, while
the towns are growing, agriculture is under a cloud and
this form of taxation has more particular interest for
the towns. The increase in value that attaches to lands
in the neighbourhood of towng is by no means gratis,
The urban growth demands from the publie authority
much expendifure in the making of roads, tramways,
ete.  Accordingly, it is obviously wrong that the effects
of such expenditure and the increaging values of land
should be appropriated by private speculators.

The Law of 1926 was restricted in only giving the

local authorities the option to adopt a tax on increased

values, so that its adoption depended upon the
political convictions of the various loeal councils, and
this tax could only be applied within very narrow limits.

The provisions of the 1933 Act are a very material
advance upon those in the 1926 Aet, although even the
Act of 1933, because it required the support of the
Liberals, is lass than the Finance Minister, Mr Bramsnaes,
proposed in 1929, According to his proposal the inere.
ment tax was to be levied half-yearly at thres-gquarters
of the actually ascertained inerease in the vaiue of land
not due to any private improvements, and this tax was
to be of the same amount as the annual rent payable by
the small holders, who obtained their holdings out of
the public lands under provisions of the Law of 1919.
That is to say, a tax ecorresponding to the current rate
of interest on first morfgages. The proposals of Mr
Bramsnaes further required that the increment tax
was to be collected by the State and would not require
any resolution of a local authority.

The Law passed in 1933 applies to the whole country,
but is Iimited to a contribution each half-year equal to
2 per cent of half of the amount by which the land value
of the property is greater than it was at the valuation of
January, 1932, taken as the ““ datum line,” but is subject
to a provision which reduces the amount of the assessed
increment. (Briefly explained, the tax is levied on the
amount by which the increase in value of any piece of
land exceeds the average increase in the value of the

* In Denmark an official caleulation is made every year
which_shows the average return earned by . capital (not
mcludmg land value) mvested in agriculture.—EpITOR,
Land & Liberty. o U
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whole of the land in Tdemmask, It was a concession
made to the landed interests during the passage of the
Rill -—TramstaTor.) But this abatement of the assessed
increment is considerably less than the exemptmns
allowed in the 1926 Act.

TaE PRESENT POSITION

How far we have got in regard to these taxes on real
estate may be illustrated by the following figures. In
the financial year 1931-32, alvogether 110 million crowns
{£5,500,000) of taxation were lavied upon fixed property,
of which 60 million crowns (£3,000,000) wag in the form
of land-value taxation. Of the total amount, the State
gets 10 million erowns in revenue and the local author-
ities 100 million crowns, At the same time, the State
tevies something -like 105 million crowns and the local
authorities about 170 million crowns in income taxes.

The land valuation of 1927, which is a basis for the
taxation above mentioned, shows an aggregate value
{land and improvements) for the whole country of 13,200
million crowns (£660,000,000), and of that amount the
value of the land alone makes 5,100 million crowns
(£255,000,000). Compare the total land value with the
amount of land value taxed and it will be seen that this
tax amounts to about 1 per cent of the land value.
As for the tax on increment values, it is not yet of more
than little financial importance.

In conclusion, it is to be remembered that the Social
Democratic Party, in an important connection outside
the actual question of tax legislation, has worked for
establishing a reform in the cecupation or possession of
agriculiural land, which will secure for the community the
increase in land value that is due to the activities of the
whole community. That was done in comnection with
the small holdings set. up under the Law of 1919 with
respect to the alienation of public lands.

This legislation had reference in particular to: the
holdings established on the land that was surrendered
to the State when the feudal and entailed estates were
enfranchized, and also on the former glebe lands. On
these holdings the holder, after paying an annual rent
equivalent to the land value, enjoys, practically speaking,
the same right of disposition as a freeholder. He is
only precluded from cashing in the increase in land
miues, and in compensation—which is the actual state
of affairs at the moment—he is spared the loss of any
fall in land values. Many landholders who in these
latter years have felt the curse of their mortgage burdens,
must have had their eyes opened to this form of land-
holding and would gladly see their private debts, which
are fixed in amount and interest even if the bonded
value vanishes away, converted into public ownership
of this sort. .

It ought also not to be forgotten that the local
authorities,” which are often large landowners, have
special facilities, by fixing the conditions of sale of
building lands, to ensure that future increages in the
value of land accrue to the eommunity. In that
connection and in Copenhagen the Social Democratic
municipality has achieved a great deal.

THE RETURN TO FREE TRADE

- Protests are growing against tariff barriers and all
the restrictions wpon production and exchange. Free
Trade must come, but with public revenue derived from
Land Values. For the best instruction and stimulus
read PROTEOTION OR FREE TRADE by Henry

George. Popular Edition, 6d., or bound in cloth, Is.

HOUSTON, TEXAS

Writing from Houston, Texas, Mr James Charlton,
who is County Treasurer, says:  In 191G the Single
TFax Club prevailed upon the citizens of this city to try
a slightly modified single tax, faxing real estate, land
and buildings for local revenue, despite the fact that
our State Constitution says: * Taxes must be ad valorem
equal and uniform on all kinds of property,”  We started
by taxing land 50 per eent of s value and buildings
25 per cent. Our opponents, the landowners, carried
ug into the courts and four vears later the Supreme
Court decided against us. Our citizens got together,
appointed a committee, had a meeting with the land-
owners’ committes, and came to an agreement to allow

us to continue if we taxed land at 75 per cent and

huildings at 50 per cent of full value, Under this we
are operating to-day, and we can say without fear of
contradiction that our city and county have outgrown
any other section of our great State.”” My Charlton
adds that he was one of the founders of the Bingle Tax
Club in 1892 and is now 88 years of age. We may
congratulate him on having been re-elected County
Treasurer for a further term of two years.

ARGENTINA

The council of fhe important city of Rosario has
decided to impose a tax of 3 per thousand on the
value of land apart from improvemients, subject to an
exemption of $2,000 of land value.

This reform was strongly championed by Senator
Dr Lainez in the local paper EI Diario. It has also
been applanded by Le Capifel, one of the oldest and
most influential Argentine papers which comraends on
principles. of economic justice as well as upon grounds
of simplicity and expediency, acknowledgmg that it is
an application of the ideas of Henry George “ according
to which the treasury should absorb the rent of land in
order that the owners of land should not absorb the
advantages of social improvement.”

NEW ZEALAND

M. J. 8. writes:

The Local Authorities” Handbook for 1934 has an
interesting table of recent Polls on Unimproved Value
Rating (1927-1933). Twenty-two Polls have been taken

.on adoption of the reform, and ten for reseission.

Sixteen voted for local land value rating and six against ;
six refused to give it wp and four were misled into
rescission. Of thelatter, Wanganui City (28th June, 1928)
and Glen Eden Town District (November, 1930) repented
at the first opportunity on 5th Awgust, 1931, and
November, 1933, respectively, by very convineing
majorities. Dunedin City and several suburban unibs
of Auckland City arethe only hostile areas; and success
in such gwat counties as Hawke’s Bay in the north and
Mackenzie in the south are a gratifying sign that as late
as 1932 the working farmers continue to welcome the
wholesome teaching of Henry George. The latest
incident given is the return to our fellowship of Glen,
where, after three years in the part of Prodigal Son, it
had rescinded by 165 to 114 but re-adopted by 129
to 7T7--figures which indicate conversion of some critics
and disillugion of many more.

Mr W. H. Kelsall, Hon. Secretary of the Newton Debating
Society in Chester, is ever keenly interested in promoting the
Taxation of Land Values. On 7th February he fook charge
of a debate on Social Credit and writes us acknowledging
material provided at his request. e discomfited his opponmts
and found a remarkable body of opinion in favour of the Land
Value policy.
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g UNITED COMMITTEE FOBR THE TAXATION OF LAND
VALUES, LT, 94 Petty France, London, S.W.1. A. W.
Madsen, Secretary ; F. O, B. Douglas, Assistant Secrefary :
W. R. Lester and {. B. Cromplon, Hon. Treasurers. (V¢le-
phone : Victoria 4308, Telegrams & Eulav, Sowest, London.”")

The Annual Meeting of the Committes was held on 2%nd
TFebruary,. and after consideration of the year's reports and
financial statements a resolution was adopted for ciroulation to
the Press as follows :—

The United Committee for the Taxation of Land Values
declares that the Government’s new Housing Bill, which
proposes to atilize public money for subsidizing high land
values, is one more example of the disastrous policy of taking
moncey from the general body of taxpayess to bestow it upon
privileged interests ; that the monopoly prices asked for land
already stand in the way of all honsing and industrial develop-
menis; that the measures being contemplated will increase
land prices and thereby aggravate congestion and over-
crowding ; that the valnes of land created by the community
should not pass into private hands but should be taken in
taxation in lien of the imposts now levied on labour and
production ; and that ihis policy will solve the housing
problem by reducing rents and by relieviag bouses from the
burden of rates.

Fostal campaigns during last moath included Press Burean
communications and a circular to the 1,500 secretaries of adult
schools throughout the country with reprint of advertisement
of Secial Problems appearing in One and A1, and other explanatory
literature. To the Press was sent articles reprinted from
Febiruary Land & Liberiy on ' Mr Lloyd George's New Deal *
and A Dioctor’s Mandate *” accompanied by the leaflet © What
Mr Iloyd George Has Said,” text of which appears in another
columun, ; and the article, alse appearing in this issue by Bliss
A, Maud Stacy, ™ Your Affair and Mine,”

Responses from the Adult Scheols have brought not only
demands for literature but requests for speakers af meetings.
One engagement so made is of particular interest. A meeting

wanted in Christcharch (Hants) has been undertaken by Mrs

Leverson, now regident in Bournemouth. She iz the widow
of Ur Leverson, the friend and one of the medical advisers of
Henry George.

Mr Madsen addressed the Prestwood {Bucks) Liberal Associa-
fion on 5th February and is engaged to speak in Manchester
on 4th April, Liverpool on 5th April and Leeds on 27th April
under the auspices of the Manchester, Liverpool and Yorkshire
Leagues respectively., Ilxtensive reporis were given in the
Bucks Aduvertiser and in the Bucks Herald, 1st February, of the
meeting held in Aylesbury on 24th Januvary.

Mrs B. Ayrton Gould, Labour Candidate at the Norwood
By-Election (polling date 14th March} has answered “Yes' to
the two questions addressed to her by the United Committee—
whether she is in favour of the taxation of land values and
whether she would promote and support legislation for land
value rating.

Under the auspices of the Douglas Credit Association Mr
W. K. lLester will debate with Mr J. E. Dennison on 21st March
in the Union Charch Institute, Brighton, at 8 p.m. Subject :—
* Higher Purchasing Power and the Social Dividend : how they
can best be secured,” Mr Lester advecating '* Through Freeing
the Land.”

ENGLISH LEAGUE: Frederick Verinder, General Secrefary.
7 .Bt. Martin’s Place, Tralalgar Square, London, W.C.2.
("Phone : Temple Bar 7830.)

The following meetings have been arranged for March ;-

*tSun., 3rd.—DBonar Thompson, Dramatic Recital. 8§ p.m.
., drd—-Burslem Labour Party, Tunstall Town Hall :
Andrew MacLarsun. 8 p.m.
*Tues., Sth.—Andrew MacLaren, “ Thes Absurdity of Pro-
tection.”” -8 p.m.
Wed., 6th.—Islington Debating Society, Co-operative Hall,

129 Sewven Sisters Road : A. C. Blackburn,
“ Land Values.” 8 p.m.

. - Bth.—Streatham Labonr Leagus of Youth, Labour
Hall, Eastwood Street, Mitcham Lane : D. H.

Thomas, " How to Get Rich Without Working.””

8 pm.
Thur,, 7th.—S. Poplar Labour Party, Colloden Street..C.C.
School: A.C, Blackburn. 8 p.m.

*Fri,, 8th.—The Sarah Siddons TFellowship:  Andrew
Maclaren, * Social justice.”” 8 p.m.
#$3un., 10th.—Nosl Kerr Lindsay, M.P., “ The Future of

Conservaiism.” 8 p.m.
*Tues., 12th.—Andrew MacLaren, “ The League of Nations.”
Wed., 13th.—Streatham Labour League of Youth (as above} :

NEWS OF THE MOVEMENT

Andrew MacLlaren, “ The Principal Reason
for Depressed Areas.” 8 p.m.

Wad,, 13th.—N. Camberwell Labour Party (Women's

Section), 356 Old Kent Road:  Fredk.
Verinder, *How fo Get Rid of Slums.”
3 pm

Thur., 14th,--mf’lyn{ou.th Co-operative  Society :  Andrew
MacLaren, A Co-operator’s Challéngs to the
Vested Interests.”’

*#Sun,, 17th-—The Hon. Quintin Hogg (Barrster-at-Law),
“ Tarffs and Marketing Schemes are Essen-

tial.” 8 p.m.
Mom., 18th.—-S. Poplar Labour Party, The Baths, Glengall

Road ; A C. Blackburn. 8 p.m.
*Foes., 19th.—aundrew Maclaren, © Is an Empire Consistent

with Democracy 7 & pan. _
Wed., 20ith~~EBaling Labour Party, Labour Hall, Dorsst
Road, South Laling: Aandrew Maclaren.

8.I5 p.m.
24ih —Oldham Trades and Labour Council, Co-operative
Hall, King Street : Andrew MacLaren.
24th—H. H., Maddocks (Barrister-at-Law) opposes
a Motion, “ That the Private Gwnership of Land
is Unjust.” 8 p.m.
Mon. 25th.—-5. Poplar Labour Party (West Ward), 1, Newby
Place: A. C. Blackburn. 8 pan,
31st.—A. Kerridge, ” Russian Music Refore and After
the Revolation 7 (with dlostrations). 8 p.a.
* These meetings will be Lieid in the Lecture Room at 7 St.
Martin's Place, Trafalgar Square.
1 Arranged by the Literary and Debating Club. Programmes
may be obtained from the League office.

A Social and Dance is being arranged for Saturday, 6th April.
Tickets, 2s. 64, each, include refreshments. Early application
is requested. '

A new pamphlet is in the press dealing with the Reports on
the Depressed Areas, which are analysed and criticized by
Andrew MacLaren. 40 pp. with cover, which carries a design
by john A. Pinckheard, A R.I.B.A. Threepence; special terms
for quantities.

Members of the League are asked to note that the League’s
financial year ends on 3ist March. The Hon. Treasuter will
be grateful if members whose subscriptions are not fully paid
up will send as generous a subscription as pessible to him before
the end of the month.

The Annunal Meeting of the League will be called for Wednes-
day, 15th May.

SCOTTISH LEAGUE : William Reid, Secretary and Treasurer,
150 North Streef, Glasgow, 0.8, (Telephone ; Central £138.)
The Annmal Meeting of the Lcague has been fixed for Friday,
29th March. Captain 4. . McDougal has promised to atiend
and deliver an address.” The meeting is to be held in the new
premises of the Liberal Club, Buchanan Street, Glasgow.
Captain McDougal delivered an address at & house warming in
the same building on Thursday, I4th February. He put the
taxation of land values as the alternative to the measures of
the National Government, condemned the idea of seeking im-
provement by ruthless use of tarifis and offered to meet Mr
‘Walter Elliot, M.P., in debate in his own constituency of Kelvin-
grove Division of Glasgow. Bailie Burt, who has beea interesting
himself in the revival of vital Liberalism, occupied the chair.

Among other meetings addressed during February were—17th,
5t. Joseph's C.YM.S, Kilmarnock, by Mr James Reilly,
Knightswood Congregational Literary and Debating Society on
the 18th, and Kelvingrove Liberal Asscciation on the 21st,
by the Secretary.

Our correspondents, Messrs John Cameron and Otto Ommer,
have continued their corvespondence in the Limerick Leader
and the Secretary has been engaged in cerrespondence in the
Birmingham Post. 5o our exports have been goiny up. Among
Glasgow Hevald correspondents on the Rating Question have
been Mr William Kennedy, Mr Otio Ommer, aad the Secretary.
Mr A. J. Mace and Mr John Peter, M.A.; have also had a full
share in the cerrespondence columus of Glasgow morning and
evening newspapers. Mr John Cameron has not neglected
Coatbridge and Airdrie whiie engaged in controversy further
afield. Other friends continue to use pen names and allow
their identities to be surmiscd.

MANCHESTER LEAGUE: Arthur H. Weler, J.P., Secretary,
69 Piccadilly, Manchester 1. (' Phone : Central 5527.) -
The Annnal Meeting of the League wilt be held on 4th April
in the Milton Hall, 244 Deansgate, Manchester, followed by a
public meeting addressed by Mr A. W. Madsen. .
Meetings have been addressed by the League's speakers as
follows : Crompton (Shaw) Women’s Co-operative Guild, A. TT_

Sun.,

Rt

#+3un.
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Weller ; Withington Labour Party, E. F. MacClafferty ; Burnley
Women's Guild, Mrs Catterall; Longsight Men’s Guild, A, H.
Weller ; Pendleton Men's Guiid, AL H. Weller ; Clayton Women's
Guild, &, H. Weller. ’ .

At the meetings addressed by Mr Lloyd George in Manchester
on 22nd and 23rd February the League organized the distribu-
ticn of soveral thousaad copies of the leaflet (published by the
United Comunitiee) ** What Mr. Lloyd George Has Said,” and
Manchester people would have liked to hear from the platform
an answer to the gquestion the Radical of former days asked :
¥ 'Who ordained that a few should have the land of Britain as a
perquisite I

4 road scheme, involving an expenditure of £27,000 and in-
tended to provide work for the unemployed, has been abandoned
because the Bury Corporation is unable to come to terms with
the trustees of Lord Wilton's estale foif the acquisition of land.
The Town Clerk of Bury is reported to have stated that it would
only be possible t6 develop on land of about one-third of the
whale length of the road, and that the Corporation had offered
to purchase the land which would enable them by development
ta get back some benefit from the expenditure. Alternatively,
the trustees offered to dedicate to the public the site of the road,
and to repay the cost of its construclion as and when any estate
land adjoining the road is built upon. In his reply, the Town
Clerk said that if the proposal were adopted the trustees would
probably never be called upon to pay for more than one-third
of the road which would open up for development the whole of
the Wilton estate in Unsworth. " If is'a question. of who is to
benefit from public enterprise,” comments the Manchester
Guardian, ' the ratepayers or the landowners.”

HEENEY GEORGE CLUB (Manchester) : A. Coates, M.Sc., Hon.
Secretary, 72 Burnside Drive, Kingsway, Burnage, HMan-
chester. o

At a well-attended meeting in Smallman’s Restaurant on
14th February Mr J. R. Swmner gave an address on “* The

Artful Dodger—not by Charles Dickens,” describing land

tenures and legislation in the past, and argeing that landowners

had succeeded in evading their criginal responsibilities and in
shifting the burden of taxation from their own shoulders to
those of the public. A long process of enclosare of land, cul-
minating in the eighteenth century, brought about the formation
of many great estates, the owners of which controlled not only
the surface of the earth; but the miperals underground. By
their good will only could mines be worked. They were also
able to0 demand excessive prices for their land when it was
required for building, - . )
Mr E. M. Ginders presided and the good report in the Man-
chester Guardian much enhanced the value of the meeting.

YCRES AND NORTHERN LEAGUE: F. Skirrow, Secretary,
g;a;.!;p)ten Buildings, Bow Sireet, Keighley. ("Phone : Keighley
The Annual Meeting has been arranged to be held this year
in the Y. M.C.A. Hall, Albion Place, Leeds. Thedateis Saturday,
27th April, with the President, Mr Ashley Mitchell, and Mr A. W,
Madsen as speakers.
Meetings addressed have beem as follows :— .
Z7th January : William Thomson, Otley Road Adult School,
Bradford ; 7th February: E. A. Lassén, ‘Laycock’s: Café ;
12th ¥Febriary : Ashley .Mitchell, Wakefield W.L.A.; 19th
Febrnary : Williamh Thomson, Fastwood Park Veterans,
Keighley ; 27th February: Ashley Mitchell; Dewsbury W.L.A,
Letters have appeared in the Press as follows : J. W. Booth,
‘Yorkshire Observer ; A, W. Dakets, Newcastle Journal ;
A. W, Dakers and the Secretary, Keighley News ; ]. W. Booth,
A. W. Dakers, Keighley News, o '

Meetings addressed by Mr P. V. Olver : Rothwell Men’s Guild
on 29th Janwary, Hunslet Comrades on 31st and Woodhouse
Guild on 19th February. - :

MIDLAND LEAGUE: Chapman Wright, Hon. Sscretary, 20
Qapnon Sireet, Birmingham 2. - -

.Counciﬂor R. R. Fairbairn, ]J.P., one of our Vice-Presidents,
will again contest Worcester City at the General Election as
Liberal candidate.  He was member for the.division in the
Parliament of 1922-23 and interested himself very specially in
the work of the Land Values Group. As a City Councillor he
has repeatedly raised the qiestion of Land Value Rating, urging
that Worcester fali into line with the many munijcipalities now
i favour of that policy.

LIVERPOOL LEAGUE: F, R. Jones, Hon. Secretary, 23 Rock-
lands Avenue, Bebington, Cheshire. (Office and Meeting
Foom : 21 Harringten Street, North John Street, Liverpool.)

At the League meeting on 30th January Mr E. J. McManus
spoke in the abzence, through illness, of the Secretary, who
hadl to defer the first lecture of his ountline coarse of economics
untid the following Wednesday. - This course has been -extended

e eight lectures, one each- Wednosday at 745 pin:, -the ast

'LITESOME’

occurring on the 27tk March. $So far there has been a very
fuil attendance, and keen interest has been shown, Coloured
charts are used for illastration, and sach lecinre is complete
in itself, presenting in an interesting maenner a self-contained
group of important economic principles and amples, even
thongh the early leciures may have been missed.  Quaestions
and discmssion afterwards clear up doubtful points. All are
invited. Attendance is free and thars is no coliestion.

The following organizations have beem addressed by our

speakers :—
Feh, 4th.—New Ferry Co-op. Comrades’ Circte: Mr. E. J.
McManus. :
" 12th.—Oakfield Co-op. Women's Guild: Mr Q. B.
) Sweeney. ’

A number of our members are regularly sending letters to
various newspapers. Several have appesred in the Fio
Echo and the Birkenhead News. In both these papers Mi
McGovern is continuing her refutation of the Fascist fal
and is forcing them to state where they stand on the question
of the appropriation by landowners of the community-created
land wvalues.

On 5th April Mr A, W, Madsen is visiting Liverpool, and in
the evening will address a public meeting on  Lessons from
Raussia for Believers in Liberty,”

PORTSMOUTH LEAGUE: 8. R. Cole, Hon. Secrsiary, 165
Francis Avenue, Sonthsea.

The speaker at the Economic Class on the 4th February was
Mr H. Thirsk, who ina well delivered address dealt with  Some
Assumed Causeés of Economic Ills.”” A lively discussion followed,
and there was a good report in the local Ewvewinmg News. Mr
Thirsk said that in spite of the wealth-producing power of
modern industry the world was faced with universal deprassion,
upemployment, poverty and appalling housing conditions.
After discussing current remedies proposed he explained that
the true cause was the restriction of the use of land and the
burdens imposed by high rents and by high rates and taxes
upen industry. -

Press correspondence during the month iocluded lstters to
the Evening News by Mr L. R. W. Franklin and Mr F. C. Bailey.

WISE MEN WEAR A
‘LITESOME” BELT

A definite advance wupon
the old suspensory bandages

Doctors agree that the vital organs of man need adequalte
support and protection from strain as he reaches maturity,
The “Litesome " Body Belt and Supporter gives this
prolection as mo other article can. It is an_excellent
_ safeguard against rupture and varicocele, and imparts a
new comfort and braced-up feeling.
No less than three thousand doctors have testified to the
merits of the “* Litesome ™ Belt, which is worn by men
m all parts of the world. :
It is adjustable and outlasts six suspensory bandages ;
unlike these out:-of'@ag_e- articles, which are quickly
destroyed by washing, it is specially made to be washable
and unshrinkable. . _
Beautifully made of woven materials of featherweight
softness and lightness.
In 2 sizes: 28 in. to 34 in, waist and 34 in. to
40 in. waist. : -
Obtainable - at ‘all Boots’ Branches,
“Taylors Drug. Ce., Harrods, Timothy

PRICE
White’s, (Famages, Sporis Outfitters,
Chemists, etc., ov, if any difficulty, post

free from makers, in plain package. / 6

Owverseas Customers 5/- post free.

BODY BELT & SUPPORTER

'FRED HURTLEY, LTD., _
Hosiery Manufacturers, Keighley, Yorks.
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WELSH LEAGUE: Mrs Annie Fenton, Ruskin House, 214
{aerphilly Road, Birchgrove, Cardiff.

We are glad to say that the proposal for the calling of a repre-
sentative Land Value Rating Conference is now {o come before
the Cardiff City Council, notice of motion to that effect havinyg
been given by Councillor George Ferrier and Alderman %ir W, 1.
Williams, who are heartily to be congratulated on their initiative
in the matter. They have a large public seatiment behind
them, a5 was shown in the municipal elections of recent vears
with the great majority of the candidates pledging themselves
infavourof the policy.  Also this question of taking this practical
step of securing the support of other local avnthorities was much
canvassed and with the emphatic approval of nearly all who
stood for election, whether successful or unsuceessful.  We have
passed on the text of the Keselution for printing in Lond &

_Libarty. The instruction, it will be noticed, is to cal! together
the local anthorities of South Wales and Monmouihshire whose
support may certzinly be relied wpon. With the Resolution
carried, and the invitations under way, unlimited opportanities
open up for effective work in bringing our question right into
the forefront of municipal pelitics.

At meetings organised by the Cardiff Ratepayers’ Association
-and the Cathays Ward Ratepavers’ Association, Mr I W.

Barker, the City Treasurer, has lectured on ' Some Aspects of
Municipal Finance.”” At thelatter meeting on the 26th February
a member of the Leagune saw to the distribution of suitable
leaflets and pamphlets to all in atiendance. At guestion time
the Treasarer was asked, among oiher guestions. whether he
favoured the tapping for mumicipal purposes of the walues
attaching to land that are the result of public expendiiure apon

"public services, and of the general activity and growth of the
community. He replied in the affirmative.

We mmch regret to have to announce the death of Miss Jane
"Reberts, of Penarth, which occurred on Thursday, 21st February,
“at ber homein Peparth, She had been a President of the National

Union of Women Teachers and was a Member of our Executive
Commitice for many years. She was a valued and capable
colleague whom' we shall miss from cur future deliberations.
She had an active, buoyant nature and radiated good cheer in
whatever circle she happened te move. Mr Eustace A, Davies
attended the funeral both in a personal and representative
capacity and has also addressed a letter of condolence on behalf
ol the League to the rembers of the deceased’s family,

BRISTOL LEAGUE : J. A. Husley, Hon. Secretary, 14 Queen’s
Road, Enowle, Bristoel 4.

At the Co-operative Rooms, Castie Street, the weekly class
on Economics continues to meet each Thursday under the
zuidance of the President, Mz E. J. Brierley, Interested friends
are earnestly requested to attend these weekly meetings.

The usual monthly Economic Class was held in the Ruskin

Hall, Brislington, on 22nd February, when an excellent attend-
ance heard Mr Brierley give an address on Economic Rent
and Wages.

During the month Mr Brierley has addressed the Moffat
Discussion (lass, the local branch of Toc H, together with his
usual round of visits to the Co-operative Guilds and Women’s
Labour Sections. Helpers are urgently nesded to meet the
heavy demands which are now being made in our propaganda
section, and anyone inierested .is asked to communicate with
the Secretary.

The Bristol Guardian and Guzeits, edited by Mr Brierley, still
attracts attention by its articles, and the paper is gaining a good
local circulation.

Miss B. S. Jefferies (Redland) in a letter to the Weslern Daily
Press of 19th Yebruary : *° Property is what people create for
themselves and should not be taxed. Land was never. created
by people.  Bring in the Land Valuation Bill, and get the Land
Tax going, let it flow into the public purse, not private ones.”

HIGHLAND LEAGUE: 1. Mackenzie, Hon. Secretary, The
Arcade, Inverness.

Skye smail landholders are taking the right road by petitioning
the Department of Agriculture for a substantial reduction of
rent and a review of existing bonds. The Department declined
both, it was stated at a large meeting at Braesdale, where the
smallholders resolved * further binding themselves in unison
to fight their canse to the nitermost, and failing immediate con-
cession threaten to evacuate their holdings.”” Not since the
earty eighties of the last century, when the Highland Larpd
League was formed, has there been such a gathering of the clans,

The Marchioness of Aberdeen. in an article in the Sunday Post
(24th February) gives a vivid picture of childhood «ays m
Strathglass. She tells a black story of the * letting of huge
])Ortioﬁs of the Highlands to wealthy sporismen ' which resulted
“in the eviction of thousands of clansmen Irom their home-
-steads.”’
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