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tion of an existing, although imperfect, plan.
In an established community there are already
streets and open spaces, houses and other buildings
conforming to existing by-laws, services of sanitation,
water, lighting, fire brigade and all the other public
services which are required in order that urban
civilization may exist at all. If there are some
landowners who do not gain by the new plan,
they do gain by the existing plan and the public
services which accompany it, the continued main-
tenance of which is the essential condition for the
maintenance of those land values. If, therefore,
they are required to contribute, even belatedly,
they are not contributing for the advantages which
they have already received but merely for the
advantages which they will continue to receive
in the future. Moreover, as replanning continues,
more and more of the area will be affected and it
becomes meaningless to draw an arbitary boundary
at some point in time and to declare that the land
values accrued up till that moment shall not
contribute although their future existence depends
upon what is done after that time,

Such a rate over the whole area was advocated
many years ago by the late Professor Alfred Marshall,
and described by him as a * fresh air rate,’ for
the provision of more light and air was one of the
aspects of planning upon which he laid stress.

Laxp Varvarion

The imposition of such a rate would necessitate
a valuation of all the land affected. Such a valuation
is in any event necessary in order to impose some
control over the prices of lands which have to be
acquired by the planning authority. Conversely,
it is difficult to establish a satisfactory valuation
if it is intended merely to be used as a guide for
fixing the price of such land as may be acquired
by public authorities ; whereas if it is intended
to be a basis of taxation, either local or national,
owners are not likely to endeavour to have excessive
prices established in the valuation roll. The valua-
tion should show the value of the land itself, dis-
regarding the improverents. It should be arranged
oil & topographical basis showing in proximity the
value of plots which are adjacent to one anocther.
It should also be recorded in a register which is
open to public inspection, These three conditions
will establish the uniformity and relativity of the
valuation, and are necessary to secure accuracy.
The practical technique of valuation of land valae
has now been well developed in varions parts of
the world, In New York, for example, such a valua-
tion has been made yearly for the last 35 years,
In Denmark it has been made since 1916 at intervals
of not more than five years, and the valuation has
included not merely urban and suburban land but
all'land. These valuations are supported by maps
which show the unit values used as a basis of the
valuation.

The cost of making a wvaluation and the time
required to make it are of some importance. As
to cost, the Memorandum prefaced to the Finance
Bill, 1931, estimated the cost of making the valua-
tion for the purposes of the land value tax proposed,

at between £1,000,000 and £1,500,000, The first
valuation would naturally be the most expensive,
and a large part of the expense in making a cadastral
survey and the necessary registers would be in
the nature of a capital outlay which would be
available for use on future occasions. The cost
of subsequent valuations should, therefore, be much
less. Even the cost of the initial valuation is small
relatively to the large sums which are involved
in replanning. For example it was estimated in
the Bressey Report that the cost of road widenings
in London might be of the order of one million
pounds per mile, and the major part of this is
cleasly for property acquired and not for works,
No argament is needed to demonstrate that if
the wvaluation resulted in substantial savings in
purchase price or compensation it would very
quickly pay for itself. Its cost would be all the
more justified if it were made the basis of a rate
assessed on the land value to meet the cost of the
planning operations,

The time that the preparation of such a valuation
would require would very largely be determined
by the way in which it was organised, the staff
available to make it, and the time granted to
owners to lodge any appeals. The time allowed
for appeal is not of the firsé importance as the
result of the appeal would no doubt be made retro-
spective to the valuation date. Erroneous ideas
of the difficulty of such a valuation have gained
currency from the experience of the Finance Act
of 1909-10, This measure was extremely badly
drafted and suffered from attempting to reconcile
conflicting ideas with the result that in many cases
four values had to be ascertained and noc one of
them was the site value, The experience of other
countries where the legislation has taken a simple
and clear-cut form indicates that there is no inherent
difficulty in the valuation and it could certainly
be completed within a very short time.

COMPENSATION

The difficulties confronting public authorities
desiring to acquire land are well known. The method
of assessing compensation becomes a species of
litigation in which the value of the land concerned
is considered as it were in a vacuum separated
from any fixed standards of value. The result
is that the compensation awarded is usuvally far
in excess of what could be realized in any normal
commercial transaction. It does not seem possible
to escape from this result by any modification of
existing procedure, and the only way of preserving
relative equality between the price paid for public
acquisition and the value of other land is by a
general valuation which is a basis for taxation as
well as for acquisiiton.

SPECULATION

The idea has been thrown out that speculative
values can be eliminated by basing the price of
land required for planning on its pre-war wvalue.
To do so would still require a general valuation
if the payment of excessive prices is to be avoided.
Moreover, it is inherently unfair that an owner
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whose land is required for public purposes should
be paid a pre-war value while a neighbouring
owner whose land may benefit is free to sell at 2
post-war value. The logical conclusion would be
that no one should be allowed to sell at more than
a pre-war value, and this would immediately
involve that every private fransaction would become
the subject of public control or of arbitration. The
disinciination to enter into perfectly reasonable
and indeed necessary transactions which would
arise frem this iz obvions. Building and other
activities within the frame-work of the plan should
not be discouraged, but rather encouraged. The
suggested rate on site values to pay for the cost
of planning operations would have a disiinct effect
in deterring owners from holding land idle for
merely speculative purposes. This would be a
more effective preventive of speculation than
the threat that land needed for public purposes
would be bought at a pre-war value,

Rarmng Boo

A modern precedent of a Bill for a rate on site
values is to be found in the London Rating (Site
Values} Bill introduced in the session 1938-39 by
the London County Council, and this could easily

be adapted fo accord with the slightly differing
practice of rating outside the Metropolis.

RECOMMENDATIONS
It is, therefors, submitted that ;—

(1) The existing provisions for assessment of
betterment are ineffective, and the inherent
difficulties make it impossible to devise a much
more effective procedure,

{(2) The economic benefits of planning past
and present and of the public services which
are its necessary accompaniment are diffused
over the whole area in the form of land value.

(3) The costs of town planning should, there-
fore, be met by a rate on the site value of all
land in the area.

(#) This would necessitate the making of a
valuation and its revision at suitable intervails,

(3) The wvalvation would provide an efiective
and necessary check upon excessive claims for
price of land purchased or for compensation for
iand adversely affected.

(6) There are no serious difficulties in carrying
out these proposals, and to do so would greatly
reduce the cbstacles that large-scale and rapid
planning would otherwise meet with.

WHERE THE LANDLORDS BACKED THE NAZIS
Count Karolyi on the Betrayal of Hungary

Tue sivster forces that are opposed to freedom and
democracy are sirikingly disclosed by Count Michael
Karolyl in a letter 1o the Manchester Guardian, 13th
June, Count Karolyi former leader of a radical
democratic party became Prime Minister in October,
1918, and afterwards President of the Hunparian
Republic in January, 1219, before the counter-revolution
triumphed. He writes \—

“ Hitler is master of Hungary to-day owing to the
treacherous consent of its Regent, Admiral Horthy.
But Admiral Horthy is not Hungary. Horthy only
represents a small minority, the ruling gentry. He
rose to power as the safeguarder of the Habsburg
Monarchy, but kept his position as protector of the
interests of the big landowners, He was the first to
introduce Fascist methods so as to keep the country
immune from the dangers of a democratic spirit, from
soctal reform, and political freedom. As a matter of
fact, Hungary was the first * Fascist * State, before the
world had heard about Mussolini or Hitler. . . .

“The official policy of the Hungarian ruling class of
men like Counts Tisza, Andrassy, and Apponyi, was to
support whole-heartedly German militarism. Their
successors—DBethlen, Horthy, Teleki—would not con-
sider any other policy than to follow in the wake of
Germany. The cbvious reason for this was that the
Hungarian landlords always nesded the help of Germany
to carry on successfully their reactionary policy. At
first it was the Habsburgs and Austria, Iater the Hohen-
zollerns and Germany, to-day Hitler and MNazism, which
offered them thai security. In the past not only the
national minorities, the Slovaks, Rumanians, and Serbs,
but also the Hungarian peasantry had to be kept down
with the aid of Vienna and Berlin,

“ It gertainly was a most vital question to the landed
aristocracy that its * status quo 7 should not be tampered
with. For, to prove the power of this class, it is encugh
to mention that 36 big landowners’ estates amounted to

1,000,000 acres, while, on the other hand, 950,000 acres
were divided between 1,200,000 small landowners.

“In order to show to what extent Hungary is anti-
democratic and anti-social one has only to mention that
the land reform realized under Horthy’s Regency
assigned only 300,000 acres, while during the same period
Rumania, which was far from beiag & Radical or Bocial-
ist State, distributed 7,000,000 acres for the same
purpose. While the big landowners paid 10 pengos
{35, 9d.) tax for one acre, small property was taxed at
the rate of 16 pengos per acre.

* The misery in Hungary has lately taken on fantastic
proportions. That this is not an overstatement is
clearly shown by the viclent controversy and press
campaign carried on between the Opposition and the
Government about the number of beggars in the country.
The Opposition insisted upon 4,000,000, while the
Government argoed that there were only * the irrelevant
number * of 3,000,000. The population of Hungary at
that time was about 8,500,000, In the year 1936 the
mmcome of & farm worker’s family of three was sixteen
pounds—not even in cash, but in kind ( a feudal relic).
This works out at about £3 4s. per person per vear—
2d. per day.

*“ As a reward for stabbing his neighbours, and his
ally Yugo-Slavin in the back Horthy secured parts of
Transylvania, Slovakia, and recently the Banat, But
these presents had their price, and the price was a very
dear one. 1t was the independence of the whole of
Hungary, The country had to pay for having saved the
interests of its landlords. The truth of this has been
tragically demonstrated by the fate of Count Teleki,
who when he realized where his policy had led the
country commiited suicide.

* All Hungarians living outside Hungary (also those
inside if they have the courage} have to take up the
struggle for the freedom of their country not only
against Hitler but also against the Hungarian Quisling,
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the Regent of Hungary, Hungarian foreign policy must
be based on entirely new foundations, for Hungary's
problem is that of Eastern Furope and unsolved will
always remain a nest of explosives for future wars, . . .

“The Magyars have to choose between two paths.
The first would be to follow Horthy and the traditional
policy of the landowners which attaches them to the
trail of German Imperiafism, This is a most dangerons
path, as the victory to which Horthy is contributing is
not in Hongary's interest. In spite of the fact that it
would enlarge Hungarian territory, Hungary would
become a German colony, merely used as a passage to

the Near East to satisfy Hitler’s ¢ Drang nach Osten.’
The only ‘ advantage’ would be the security of the big
estates, The other path to choose is sincere collabora-
tion with the Slavs, a democratic land reform, and 2
social and progressive policy. Britain has to choose
also. 1f, as all down-trodden people of the Continent
believe, she is fighting for democracy she has to back
up that new Hungary which will be the Hungary of
to-morrow-—those millions who by tradition were
always the enemies of German reasction and who at
tast yearn to live in peace with their neighbours and
create a Federation of the Danubian Countries.”

“SHARECROPPERS”
A Social Problem of the United States

THE AMERICAN Baptist magazine Missions, published
in Concord, contains an article by Mr Mark A, Dawber,
peneral secretary of the Home Missions Council of
Worth America, on the dispossessed “ sharecroppers ”
and very-low-income farm ienants, who form a social
problem in the United States, They have been displaced
by the increased use of farm machinery and cheap day
labour. They have been driven off the land and compelled
io wander about the country looking for food and
sheiter. Some of them migrate to cities and towns,
where they swell the relief rolls or threaten the standards
of life of eity workers, some go back to the sub-standard
rural areas, and thousands have become migratory
workers seeking employment as casual farm labourers.

Following are brief extracts from Mr Dawber's
article -

“The Government programme for the reduction
of cotton acreage has wrought havoe in the lives of the
sharecroppers.  From the point of view of world
markets it was well intentioned and necessary, but it
has resulted in a programme that robs Peter to pay
Paul. The big farmers and the landowners, the insurance
companies, and the large holding corporations get
most of the benefits, while the rights and needs of
tenants, sharecroppers, and day labourers are virtually
disregarded. Reduction of crops has meant eviction,
unemployment and the loss of whatever meagre security
the worn-out land provided,

* Approximately 9,000,000 American citizens fall
into this category of farm labour. Many people are
accustomed to think of the sharecropper situation as a
* megro problem,” but such is not the case by any means,
It is true that negroes were the first victims of this
arrangement, which grew out of conditions following
the Civil War. But to-day they represent only 44 per cent
of the 1,831,000 sharecropper families as estimated in
the ‘ Report on Economic Conditions of the South.’
The remaining 36 per cent are whites.

* The sharecroppers’ life at best is little beyond
back-breaking toil in the cotton fields from sun-up
to sun-down, Their very existence is dependent upon
the whims of the cotton market and the self-interest
of the landowner. The weekly income for an entire
family is as little as $4. Some estimates have placed
the sharecropper’s income as low as [0 cents 2 day.

“ For decades they have lived as virtual slaves in a
free country. Their homes, if such thev can be called,
are unpainted one-room or two-room shacks, wherse
often a family of eight or ten people must live, eat, sleep,
apd give birth to children. Few have any sanitary
conveniences or outbuildings of any kind. Cotton
is planted up to the cabin door, leaving no room for
vegetables, frait, or Hve stock. For food the share-
croppers depend upon the thres M’s—meal, molasses,

and side meat. They are easy prey to tuberculosis,
pellagra, and malaria. They share the cash return
on the crop in theory only, for many of them seldom
see cash. FEach vear they find that they have failen
deeper in debt to the landlord. Having no claim on the
land, they have little incentive for improvement,

“The sharecroppers’ educational opportunity is
limjted. Tending crops is their paramount function
in life, and in some places schools are open only four
months of the year. If the sharecroppers cannot read
or write they are at the mercy of the landlord in estimating
their retyrn on the crop.

“The conditions that have been described also
result in the sharecropper’s being deprived of his rights
as a citizen. The lack of cash income makes it virtually
impossible for him to pay the poll tax, which in eight
Southern States is a prerequisite for voting., Excluded
from all benefits which industrial workers enjoy through
social security and other labour legislation, the share-
croppers are truly democracy’s forgotten men, women
and children,”

Reprinted from the Manchester Guardian, 22nd April.

IN AMERICA ALSC

The &t Louwis Globe-Democrat of 23rd February
reports that some land owners near Weldon Springs,
who sold their property to the War Department for the
site of the T.N.T. plant, received from two to three imes
the assessed valuation of the land., The records of the
S8t Charles County Collector show that Birch O.
Mahaffey, who owned 165 acres overlooking the
Missourt River, was paid $41,441 for the tract, which
had an assessed wvaluation of §1,570. The County
Collector said that the assessed value of land in the
county for tax purposes is 35 to 40 per cent of the
actual vafuation, Of the 16,000 acres that are being
acquired, he said, the assessed value was estimated at
$350,000, whereas the actual value was approximately
$1,000,000. On the other hand, so the S5t Lowis Globe-
Bemocrar declares, Mr R, McDowell of Kansas City,
Contractor, who has been allowed fees of 5 per cent
by the Government on the total purchase price, in
making his first estimate of what 1t would cost the
Government to acquire the site, placed the cost at
$2,000,000 to $3,000,000.

Mr 1, E. Bruton, B.Bc.(Econ.), is editor of the page ** For
and Against,” i

in Piinan’s journal, Business Faucation.
In the April issue his “ Mr Pro” and * Mr Con” argue
respectively for and against the Taxation of Land Values,
and the arguments on both sides are very fairly put. In this
contribution Mr Bruton has certainly succeeded in giving
his readers good business education, and we judge that
his letter-bag will have many enquiries for more information
on the subject.
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THE GOVERNMENT’S PEACE AIMS.

AT A CONFERENCE of the British and Allied Governments
heid in London on 12th June a declaration was adopted
pledging them to continue the struggle until victory
was won and free peoples released from coercion and
affirming * that the only true basis of enduring peace
is the willing co-operation of free peoples in a world
in which, relieved of the menace of aggression, all
may enjoy economic and social security; and that
it is their intention to work together, and with other
free peoples, both in war and peace to this end.”
This declaration is worded in terms of extreme
generality and vagueness and much must depend upon
the way in which it is interpreted, but it is welcome and
encouraging. Some light on the meaning put upon
it by our own governmeni may be gathered from the
speech of Mr Eden, the Foreign Secretary, at the Mansion
House on 29th May. He said that social security
would be our policy at home and abroad. “ I will
be cur wish to work with others to prevent the starvation
of the post-armistice period, the currency disorders
threughout Furope, and the wide fluctuations of
employment, markets and prices which were the cause
of so much misery in the twenty years between the two
wars. We shall seek 1o achieve this in ways which will
interfere as little as possible with the proper liberty
of each country over its own economic fortunes.”
Referring to conditions immediately after the war
Mr PBden said: * Continental Europe will end this
war starved and bankrupt of all the foods and raw
materials which she was accustomed to obtain from
the rest of the world, . . . Wasteful war-time cultiva-
tions in many lands will leave agriculture almost as
weak as industry.” He referred to the storage of
stocks of food and materials overseas which were being
accumulated to help the transition to peaceful activities,
and indicated the permanent objective in these words :
*When peace comes we shall make such relazations
of our war-time financial arrangements as will permit
the revival of internatiopal trade on the widest possible
basis, We shall hope to see the development of s
system of international exchange in which the trading
of goods and services will be the central feature.”
After referring {0 the economic resources commanded
by the free nations of America, the Dominions and
ourselves, he added : * What is perhaps more important,
these nations clearly have the will and the intention to
evolve a post-war order which seeks no selfish national
advantage ; an order where each member of the family
shall realize its own character and perfect its own gifts
in liberty of conscience and person. We have learnt
the lesson of the interregnum between the two wars,
We know that no escape can be found from the curse
which has been lying on Europe except by creating and
preserving economic health in every country.”
This is a notable statement, finely expressed. Unless

its meaning is whiitled away by captious interpretation
it is a declaration in favour of freedom of trade between
nations, in favour of the abolition of the tariffs, quotas,
and exchange restrictions which have destroyed the
unity of the world, have turned national frontiers into
trade barriers, and have set nation against nation.
Liberally interpreted it should mean more than that.
The argument rmmplicit in it is that the natural resources
of the world should be made equally available for all
mankind, and that not merely by throwing down the
hindrances to trade which obsiruct the transfer of raw
materials and manufactured goods from place to place
but by breaking down the barriers which prevent men
from gaining access upon equal terms to the land from
which those materials alone can be produced, It is not
enough to say to men : vou can freely exchange goods,
unless we aiso say that no man shall hold vp against
the needs of other men the land which is the only means
of producing them.

In breaking down land monopoly within each country
we shall alene complete that economic freedom of
which free trade is part. Whatever the obstacles and
difficulties, that is the object which must be held in
view and striven for. Without it freedom of trade
is not likely to be attained, for the state needs revenue
{o carry on its functions ; if if ceases to obtain revenue
from protective tariffs and other oppressive taxation
it must find revenue elsewhere ; and the taking of the
economic rent of land for public purposes will at the
same time provide the revenue which the state requires
and break down the barriers of land monopoly which
obstruct and prevent the production of wealth.

Although the struggle is far from ended, the more
clearly it is expressed that we have no selfish end in
view but only the liberty and welfare of the common
man in every land, the more surely shall we rally to
our cause men of good will everywhere and not least
in those lands which are greaning under tyranny and
oppression.

The destruction of our former offices necessitated the sus-
pension of our June issue, and the present one is a double
number for June-July,

The evils that begln (0 appear spring from the fact that the
application of intelligence to social affairs has not kept pace
with the application of intelligence to individual needs and
material ends. Nataral science strides forward but political
science lags,  With all our progress in the arts which produce
wealth, we have made no progress in securing its equitable
distribution.

Hawnry Georce in Social Problems.

The progress of civilization requires that more and more
intelligence be devoted to social affairs, and this not the
intelligence of the few, but that of the many. We canaot
safely leave politics 1o politicians, or political economy ta
college professors. The people themselves must think,
because the people alone can act,

Henry GEORGE in Soctal Problems.

Work is not an end but a means ; manifestly, there can be
no real scarcity of work, which is but the means of satisfying
material wants, until human wants are all satished.

Henry GEORGE in Secial Problems,

A SPECIAL REQUEST

Cur loss In the recent disaster included the back
pumbers of “ Land & Liberty.’” Readers whe can
spare their copies will do a great service by sending
them fo us. Specially wanted are the issues of recent
months, MNote our new addvess : 4, Great Smith
Sireet, Westminster, London, S.W.1.  Telephone :
Abbey 6665,
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INTERNATIONAL

MANY ADIUSTMENTS must yet be made in order that
peace between nations may be placed upon a secure and
firm foundation. It is common ground that they must
subject themselves to rules which will preserve justice
and equality. This is implicit in the idea of a league
of natious or in proposals for federal union. The
topic invites a reconsideration of the nature of inter-
national law and of the principles to which its rules
should conform, and it is to that enquiry which
Mr Jackson H. Ralston has addressed hirnself in his
latest book™.  His long experience as an advocate,
and as a judge in the practice of domestic law as well
a8 in the capacity of an arbitrator in international
disputes well fits him for this task. He surveys the
nature of law in general and of international iaw in
particular and the main subjects with which inter-
national law is concerned, His work is both critical
and constructive, and is animated by the belief that,
48 men have created the causes of strife, so men can
bring about the conditions which will make for peace.

The two principles which form the starting point
of the enquiry are that the true concern of all law,
whether national or international, is the welfare of
individuals and that the object of iaw is to guide men
in accordance with moral principles. The state has
been regarded by writers on the law of nations as the
entity with which they are concerned, but the state is
only a concourse of individuals organized for certain
purposes. So far as international law has an effect it
13 in the end upon the men and women who constitute
the society. The state is not a moral entity. The state
capnot have rights in morals which contravene the rights
of individuals whether members of that state or of
another state.

What used to be called * the formal science of positive
law " was concerned merely to analyse Jaws as they
existed without regard to their justification; it was
concerned with iaw as a rule forcibly imposed. The
modern emphasis is shifted to the content of the rule
of law, and to the question whether it is a rule of right.
Mr Ralston quotes Krabbe’s remark in The Modern
Idea of the State: * Constraint is justified by the
necessity of maintaining the law, but # can never
bestow legal guality upon a rule which lacks it. Mere
force, whether organized as in the state or unorganized
as in an insurrection or revolution, can never give
to a rule that ethical element which belongs essentially
to a ryle of law,”

The assumption that the state is an entity which is
higher and more important than man instead of being
merely the instrument of man is the source of many
errors and false doctrines. This is so both in national
and in international relations, Within the nation
it leads to totalitarian ideologies which inculcate blind
submission and obedience to a caucus which controls
the state, to loss of liberty and initiative, to exploitation,
and ultimately to stagnation, retrogression, and ruin
both of state and people. In international relations
it has similar consequences. Might is substituted for
right. The strong nation demands special privileges
for its citizens who choose to live within the jurisdiction
of another nation. It thus impinges upon the sovereignty
of the weaker nation. Although the equality of states
and their absolute independence are the theoretical
basis of the current systems of international law, in
practice that equality is not acted upon or respected. It
necessitates that states shouid bind themselves to

® A Duest for Internationgl Order. By Jacksow H. RALSTON.
John wuua.ma and Company, Washington, D.C., US.A.
Price $2.
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practise and to be judged by uniform rules. But the
strong states refuse to abide by judicial process in
regard to what are designated as “ national * or ** vital »
interests. They insist upon arrogating to themselves
the right to judge their own cause, and so they withdraw
from international fribunals or from arbitration the
very questions which give rise to war.

Against all this Mr Ralston puts forward the view
that the validity of international law depends upon
how it treats the individual, and that it must deal
equally with all individuals, no matter of what state
they are citizens. He agrees with Krabbe that ** Inter-
national law is distinguished from national law not in
respect of its origin and foundation, but in respect of the
extent of the community to which its commands apply.
And the incomplete and less perfect character of
International Law does not lie in the fact that it rules
over ‘sovereign’ states and is therefore rooted in the
will of these states. It lies rather in the defective organiza-
tion of the sense of right which tends to regulate the
community of civilized nations.”

The most important relations between gpations, or
rather between the citizens of various nations, are those
relating to trade and production. It is in wrong rules
of law relating to these that the source of most inter
national conflicts is to be found. In times of peace
nations obstruct the trade of themselves and their
neighbours,

* Presuming, stupidly enough and contrary to the
fact, that we can benefit ourselves by increasing the cost
of commodities which, in the absence of artificial
restraint, would be obfained most cheaply in other
countries, we restrict our international trade by taxes,
called * protective,” upon importation, and ir so doing
limit our pacific intercourse with cur neighbours. When
we adopt a protective tariff we say that we do not care
to trade with them except under hampering conditions.
Perhaps we tell them that their labour is pauperized
and at the same moment pauperize it still more by
refusal to trade. Insult and injury go hand in hand.”

A particular illustration of the disturbance caused by
restrictions upon trade is found in the insistence of many
inland nations upon the necessity of having access to
the sea, because having that they have a wide choice
of markets in which fo buy or sell goods without
passing through customs barriers to reach the sea.
The cry for access to raw materials is in part due to
the same cause. The classic example of the benefits
of freedom of trade within a large area is the United
States, Mr Ralston asks : * Is there a citizen of Vermont
who is distressed over the fact that Vermont has no
immediate access within their own jurisdiction to the
Atlantic Ocean ? Would any denizen of New Hampshire
be willing to fight, supposing it otherwise feasible,
against citizens of Pennpsylvania becavse of a desire
to obtain for his state direct control over beds of coal
and iron? ... This American peace is not due to the
fact that we have a common executive, a Congress, and
a Supreme Court, useful as all of these instrumentalities
may be. [t exists because any citizen of the United
States equally with any other citizen has a right in
perfect freedom to pass siate borders with all his family
and property ; to import and export from place fo
place within the limits of the United States any sort of
property he pleases without hindrance from any state
authority ; to gain access to and from the seas without
any local interference whatsoever.”

Let us ask ourselves in all seriousness; iff these
conditions had not existed, could the United States
have continued to hold together merely by reason of the
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fact that it has a Congress and a Supreme Court?
And if we answer this guestion in the negative, how
can we expect to maintain’ peace between nations
which do not give the same freedom to one another’s
citizens ?

Restrictions upon trade may take other forms than
tariffs, quotas, export duties, and other interferences
with exchange. They may arise also from the monopoly
of natural resources. In colonies, protectorates, or other
controlled territories, the conirolling power may allow
some of its nationals to acqguire large tracts of land
which are the source of minerals or other raw materials,
They are thus placed in a position of great power and
profit, and are able to levy a toll of rent upon the
citizens both of their own and of other countries. In
this case, as in the case of tariffs and other trade
restrictions, we see that the injury is done to the citizens
both of the country which is supposed to profit by
the practice and of other countries.

The injurious effect of land monopotly {as of protection-
ism) arises from the defects of national law, not from
the defects of international law ; but it is capable of
poisoning international relations. So we come back
te the fundamental point that the concern of law,
whether national or international, must be with the
individual. To quote Mr Ralston again —

“ Byt what has International Law to do with all this?
We start our thesis with the assertion that the unit of
International Law is not the nation but the common
man. His welfare must be its chiefest concern. This
demands equal share in all the gifts of nature and equal
opportunity now denied him in the interior law of his
nation.  Stifl more emphatically is his well-being
disregarded in the so-called law prevailing between
nations. Real law cannot work in such fashion. There
will be no true reform in International Law tlf this
begins at the grass roots, as if is sometimes put. But
conditions can be improved in the manners we have
pointed out.

“ We have discussed reform in this respect as lying
within the field of colonial territories over which the
world is struggling to-day, We have not fouched the
equally important field of resources within the States
recognized as to-day organized and integral governments
belonging to the society of nations. Of course, no
world-wide reformation can be complete i this most
important portion of mankind is ignored. As to this
field, however, the individual states must answer the
problem. The penalty, if they do not do so, is destruction
of government as now organized, with some new and
vastly different set-up being brought into existence.”

Although its extreme detachment may at times be a
Httle irritating to those who form part of embattled
Furope, this is a valuable and careful study which
deserves to be read, It is a piece of constructive reasoning
which points to the solution of the problem of inter-
national order in amendments of both national and
international faw that will secure the equal liberty of
movement of persons and goods across all frontiers,
and the equal access of all men to the natural resources
which should be the equal heritage of all as the only
means by which they can live thejr lives.

T e T T T

A civilization which tends to concentrate wealth and
power in the hands of a fortunate few, and to make of others
mere human machines, must inevitably evolve anarchy and
bring destruction.  But a civilization is possible in which the
poorest could have afl the comforts and conveniences now
enjoyed by the rich ; in which prisons and almshouses would
be needless, and charitable societies unthought of. Such &
pivilization ondy waits for the social intelligence that will

adapt meatis 10 6nds.  prooy Grorce in Social Problems,

NOC SCARCITY IN NEW GUINEA

TaE conprrion of labour in New (Guinea is described by
a missionary, the Rev Arthur Kent Chignell, B.A., in his
book, An Cuipost in Papua (John Murray), from which
is taken the following extract :

“The New Guinea man, as 1 know him, does not
overwork, since he is driven by no hard necessity to
labour for another man’s enrichment, nor hampered by
the difficult circumstances of civilization. His wants
are few and simple, and he has *free access’ to the
sources at which these wants find easy satisfaction—a
few hours' work each day will supply him with a good
house and sufficient food and all the clothing that he
needs in this gentle climate, In a Review of Forcign
Missions, published by the United Boards of Missions
of the Provinces of Canterbury and York, in {908, 1
read that in the Anglican Mission in MNew Guinea, there
are some hundreds of converts, and they are taught fo
work for their living, Was ever such nonsense 7 As
if the native had ever done, or dreamed of doing, or
ever had the chance to do anything else but * work for
his living.” There is not much that we can teach him
in that line, for Mother Earth is most kind to him, and
he has so exactly succeeded in * adapting himself to his
environmens,’

* Everyone has enough, and perhaps a little to spare,
He has plenty of business of his own to attend 1o, and
there is no very obvious reason why he should of his
own free will leave any of it to wait upon the {oreigners,
But granting that he does not work very hard at present,
and that * work ’ is a fine thing in itself (I am thinking of
the sort of work that vou and I do so steadily, because
it is our pleasure or our duty, or simply because we cannot
help it, rather than of the sort of work that the white
man wants the Papuan to do), and supposing a con-
siderable number of New Guines men t0 be persuaded
or compelled to work very hard indeed at some pro-
ductive undertaking ; for whose benefit is that work to
be done? Hardly for his own, since his needs are
already supplied by his own labour, and there is really
no reason why he should work any more for himself
than he does already. He could not eat any more, or
live in more houses, and he would be worse off with
more clothes than he has at present, s he to work,
then, for the benefit of the while man, whose social
conditions certainly make him want ail that he can get ?
There is plenty fo be got in Mew Guines, if we can only
persvade someone to get it for us. In a few vyears, as
the country gets opened up, and white men come here
in crowds, attvacted by the promising openings for enter-
prize and capital in ap unused, fertile couniry where
there seem io be plenty of * hands,” there will inevitably
be difficulties about land and about labour, and the
white man will be irritated when he sees these natives
apparently doing very little, and vet coolly refusing io
labour for hirm.

“In the abstract, a little more work, and a listle
harder work, might not be bad for these copper-colotred
friends of mine, but I do not want to see ‘ the lazy nigger
made to work " (as the white man sometimes puts it} for
the enriching of men who really do not care twopence
about the native herg—or hereafier ; nor should | care
to see my own countrymen attempt o teach the Papuan
how to rearrange his times for work and play, and his
methods, nearly perfect at present, of supplying the
needs of himself and his family, until they have solved
the problem of the wnemployed in London and the rest
of England, and the other problem of the loafers in
Sydney and other parts of Australia.”
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WHY THE GERMAN REPUBLIC FELL

AND OTHER STUDIES OF THE CAUSES AND CONSEQUENCES OF
ECONOMIC INEQUALITY
Published by the Hogarth Press. Pages 192, Price 25 6d. net ; by post 2a. 94,

1. WHY THE GERMAN REPUBLIC FELL. XI1, PREPARING FOR PEACE,

The Industrial Boom; The Land Specula- The manifesto of the Union of Democratic
tion ; Agricultural Land ; The “ Help for Control,

the Fast” and the Junkers ; The Industrial xIv. TiE FINANCE OF WAR.

Collapse ; From Popular Government to On Mr J. M. Keynes's plan of forced toans.

Despotism ; The Lesson—Democracy Des-

troyed by Social Inequality. xv. THE GREAT ILLUSION--NOW.

The gap in Sir Norman Angell’s argument.

ESSAYS AND REVIEWS ¥vi. CIVILIZATION AND LIBERTY.
Considerations overlooked in the book by
. 3D SEPTEMBER, 1939, Mr Ramssy Muir,

Policies that made for war,

1. ANCIENT GREECE AND Mopern EUropz, REPORTED SAYINGS AND WRITINGS

Aspirations then and now, Xvil. MR Winston CHURCHILL ON THE LAND Mowo-
v, WHAT 18 “ LEBENSRAUM ~ ? FOLY.
The over-population fallacy. XvHL SCOTTISH HIGHLANDS—THE FORBIDDEN LAND

v. PROBLEMS OF FEDERAL UNION. —Dr Ernest A. Baker.
Freedom of trade and public revenues. KX, THE STATE AND THE INDIVIDUAL-~POWER AND
PrIvILEGE, THE WILL TO BE FrER, THE PURsUIt
OF LIBERTY—Mr Walter Lippmans.

¥%, THe FounpDaTION OF SociaL Justice—Patrick

-

vi. THE DamisH EXAMPLE.
Land tenyre and taxatiop in a progressive

conniry. Edward Dove’s Historic S !
) lwar ove's Historic Siatement.
vir, THE CycLE or Lirs—3oIiL, Prant, Maw,
The food question, reviewing the opinions of PRACTICAL CONSIDERATIONS
Lord MNorthbourne, Prof J. C. Drummond, _
Sir Robert MeCarrison, Sir John Boyd Osr, xxi, THe MENACE OF THE RISING PRICES OF Fanu
Dr 1. C, Spence and others. LanD.
vill. PACIFISTS AND TOTALITARIANISM, xxil. TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING.
Rejecting a counsel of surrender. %xi, PROBLEMS OF RECONSTRUCTION,
T, NATURaL Law v EcoNoMic LIFe, ¥x1v, COVENTRY A5 AN EXAMPLE,
The Physiocrats and their doctrine of “laissez XXV, SCOTLAND TO-MORROW.

faire.”
%, Wiar KIND OF SECURITY ? THOUGHTS ON THE RIGHTE OF MAN

Mr Ernest Bevin's declared war alms. xxvi. LiFe, LiseErTY, AND THE PURSUIT OF Haprpinzss.
%1, DEMOCRATIC IDBALY AND PRACTICAL POLICY. ¥xvir. Teae RIGHT TO PROPERTY.

A word to Mr 1. B, Priestley.
wr “OUr® STRUGGLE. THE WORLD OF TO-MORROW

With Sir Richard Acland’s omphasis on | xxvar, JUDGE SAMUEL SEABURY’S ADDRESS AT THE
“ Our” Henry GEORGE CENTENARY CELEBRATION.

The contents are made up of original contributions and quoted matter appearing in our colunns during the
past eighteen months. Selected for this Land and Liberty Book have been the articles that have dealt more particu-
farly with the economic causes of war and with economic freedom as the essential basis of social justice and a world
at peace. By this production we are responding to numerous requests that articles of the kind should be issued
in pamphlet form and be so circulated to a wider public ; but instead of a series of pamphlets the book-form was
chosen as likely to achieve the purpose more effectively. The first-placed contribution, providing the main title
is reprint of the articles by Mr Bruno Heilig which appeared in our February and Masch, 1941, issues and Chapter 11
entitled ** Ancient Greece and Modern Furope ™ is the stirring New Year message by Mr F. Folke of Denmark,
published by ourselves in January, 1941. The book is recommended as a symposium and theoretical as well as
practical presentation of the views of that school of thought which, with Judge Samuel Seabury in his eloquent
address, insists that * the contest is between the philosophy of dictatorship and the philosophy of freedom ;
irrespective of the name we give our form of government or the method by which we choose its administrators,
the philosophy of freedom cannot be realized unless the world recognizes the common rights of men in the resources
of nature, unless it recognizes the right of every people to trade with other peoples, unless it safeguards the individual
rights of life, liberty and prosperity and unless it ensures tolerance of opinion ; ihese principles are the essential
life-giving attributes of freedom ; without them there can be no civilization in the sense in which the ferm is used
by a frege people.”

ORTAIN FROM YOUR BOOKSELLER, FROM THE PUBLISHERS OR FROM “ LAND & LIBERTY ™
OFFICES—NEW ADDRESS : 4 GREAT SMITH STREET, WESTMINSTER, LONDON, S.W. L.
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THE EFFECT OF HIGHER RATES
ON LAND VALUES

An American Study

Tuz ApriL issue of the American City contains a review
and some extracts from a recent publication of the National
Resources Planning Board entitled Urban Planwing and
Land Policies (Supt. of Documents, Washington, I.C. 31.)
The report is divided into three sections dealing respectively
with ™ Planned Comumunities,” “ Urban Living Conditions,”
and “ Urban Land Policies,” the latter being contributed
by Mr Harold S. Buttenheim with several collaborators,

Among the policies discussed is that known in the United
States as the graded real estate tax, in other words the
levying of & higher tax rate on land value than on the value
of the buildings or other improvements. Data are oresented
relating to the assessed value of taxable improvements and
their sites for fifteen municipaiities ranging in population
from a thousand to half a million. The total assessed value
of the improvernents in a given municipality was compared
with the toial assessed value of taxable land {other than
vacant lots). The resulting ratio of building value to land
value was considered * par 7 for that city, For example,
in a city where taxable non-vacant land was assessed at
380,600,000 and improvements at $120,000,000, the ratic
of building value to land valoe would be 13 to 1. In that
city, an improvement would thus be * under par ™ if valued
at less than 150 per cent of its site value, and * over par ™
if at more than 150 per cent.

Separate data were obtained for the following classes of
property :

1, Biogle-family or two-family homes assessed at less
than $10,000 for land and buildings combinad.

2, All other property wholly residential.

3. All property having business and residential uses in
the same building,

All property ussd wholly for business purposes.
All property used for industrial purposes.

All taxable property of public utilities,

- All taxable property used for any other purposes.
. Yacant land,

Calculations were made as to the effect on each class
of property of a shift from the present tax system to one
whereby the same amount of revenue would be raised on
the same assessed valuations but at a tax rate which would
be cne-half as high on improvements as on land,

After applying the graded tax--that is, adjusting the
rates without changing the total budget, so that the tax rate
rate on improvements equals one-half that on land—it is
found, as might be expected, that in almost all cases * over-
par ™ developed properties would pay less, and * under-
par* developed properties would pay more, than under
the ordinary straight tax. The graded tax would appear
to ke especiaily beneficial to the small home owner and also
to serve as an incentive to the development of vacant land.
These tabulations alse reveal that industrial property is,
in general, highly developed in proportion to its land value.
and this wouid pay less under the graded tax plap. This
is true in all but one of our fifteen cities.

On the average, under the graded tax plan, vacant fand
would absorb 63 per cent. of ali the decreases by which
other property classifications would benefit.

S0~ Th L B

CONCLUSIONS FROM THE STUDY AS &4 WHOLE

1. Over 50 per cent of the tax shift wouid fall upon
vacani land, thus forcing a reduction in speculative prices
and stimulating improvement or public acguisition.

Z. Business properties would feel much of the rest of
the weight of the tax shift, which would :

(@} Induce physical improvement to squalid office buildings.

(h) Tend toward vertical development of cities to the
extent permitted by zoning ordinances.

{c} Force some propertics into public ownership, making
available sum, light, and air to adjoining office buildings
through abolishment of the unfit.

3. I the lorger cities, many low-class and tenement
houses were found. Through & materially higher tax on

their anusually valuable land, they would be induced to
make Improvements, which would be lightly taxed.

4. The graded tax plan would prommote more home
ownership by lowering the taxes on the high-grade property,

cand would aid in the development of new large-scale, low-

rent housing projects.

FIRST THINGS FIRST

The problem of * Reconstruction after the War * is already
occupying many minds.  For our own people, the questions
of Land and Taxation, with the related problems of Housing
and Uneraployment, will obviously ba of the first importance.
Internationally, the resumption of trade relations must be
provided for, Will the framers of the Peace Treaty realize
that Land Monopoly, which is the chief cause of Poverty,
and the Tariffs which promote international friction, are
the principal causes of Dictatorships and Wars 7 Happiiy
there are welcome signs that at feast some of the leaders
in Chureh and State are amdous to avoid the danger of
losing the Peace after winning the War. A statement of
the  New Order ™ to follow the War, recently issued over
ihe signatures of the two Anglican Archhishops, the Roman
Catholic Cardinal Archbishop of Westminster and the
Moderator of the Free Church Council, contained among
its fen points two definitely economic proposals, which read
tike an extract from Progress and Poverry '—

Extreme inequalities in wealth and possessions should
be abolished . . , Farth’s resources should be used as
God’s gifts to the whole human race, and used with
consideration for the needs of the present and future
generations,

If these principles—the first of which follows naturally
from the second-—are to be carried into practice the legislators
will have to claim for public purposes the Land Vajues
created by the people, and to abolish the predatory taxes,
which under the name of * Protection” do in * Peace ™
time the work that Hitler’s Usboats do in War.,

The Prime Minister has to his credit some of the finest
speeches in favour of the Taxation of Land Values. Now
recently, Mr Herbert Morrison led the London County
Council in an attempt to give London the benefit of Land
Value Rating, Sir Archibald Sinclair is a strong supporter
of this Reform. These are not the only members of the
Cabinet who may be expected to supporta Just and reasonable
Peace~—From the anmg! report of the English League for
the Taxation of FLasd Values.

LONDON LABOUR PARTY

AT THE annual conference of the London Labour Party
held on 29th March the following resciution moved by the

Morth St. Pancras Labour Party was adopted unanimously :

“That in view of the large-scale building reconstruction
which will be necessary in London, and in order to reducs
the burden of rates on new buildings and to frusirate the
speculation in fand which is now taking place, this Conferance
considers it desirable that the Bill for the Rating of Land
Values prepared by the London County Council should
be passed mto law.”

The Press Bureau of the Land Vajues Group of the Parlia-
mentary Labour Party has succeeded in getting widespread
publicity to recent lstters from Mr R, R. Stokes, M.p., Mr
P. L. Horabin, m.p., and Mr W. G. Cove, M.p.,, who urge
the case for an immediate tax on land values, Within a
short period our press clipping agency has sent us no fewer
than 71 such letters which we see have appeared in nine
metropolitan, twenty-seven English provincial, and ten Welsh
and Scottish papers. Moreover, those letters have prompted
supporters and opponents to quite keen controversy in
several places. It is ail good educational activity,

Under the auspices of the Aireborough (Yorkshire) Labour
Group, Mr R. R. Stokes, m.2., addressed a pliblic meeting
in the Town Hali, Yeadon, on 1ith May. Councillor Joe
Walker presided.
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FROM A REFUGEE TRAINEE

1 AM GETTING on very well at the training centre. I
have learned a lot in five weeks, thanks o our first-
class instructors. I passed my first test after a fortnight
instead of four weeks, getting 12 points out of 15
MNext week the second test is due. In fen to twelve
weeks 1 shall be ready to take a job in a factory.

‘ages in the training centre are satisfactory. 1
started with £3 0s. 64, and get now, after the test, Ss.
more, the wages increasing by 55, with each test up
i0 755, For 11d. we get a very good meal, consisting
of meat {every day), potatoes and vegetables, and
sweets,

This life of a labourer is extremely interesting for
me, I bave written much about workers but 1 did
it 45 a man writes about foreign countries which he
does not know except from his geography lessons.
Now 1 am in the couniry. It is a strange fecling to
get a piece of iron and o make & useful thing from it.
Every time 1 finish such a thing I get furious at the
thought that the only rightfu] property man can acquire
is taken from him by those who have been clever enough
to acquire the command of that piece of iron. What
I had long since realized in theory—that there can be
no other claim ®o live than that which springs from
labour—has now become a passionate feeling of a
religious nature.

But, alas, auother experience I have made in the
centre is saddening. 1t is the low standard of education
of what is generally calied the ordinary people. The
instructors who are workers but picked men surpass, no
doubt, in skill and education even the elite of any other
country I know. But the trainees are hardly familiar with
things which are taught in the third or fourth class of the
elementary school. I think educational monopoly s
as strong a weapon of the ruling class as land monopoly.
Otherwise, my fellow trainees are splendid chaps, skilfol
and of quick perception, and decent people. The
greater is the crime of those who are responsible for
their standard of education.

—Somewhere in Englund.

“ For the vision of a glorified humanity, under the
glow of Liberty and Justice through cbedience to
Natural Law, 1 owe a debt of gratitude to the Immortal
Henry George. When in early life, first I caught that
vision, 1 resolved that gratitude for it demanded of
me the gift of my heart’s devotion. I kept that pledge. |
fought the fight. Yet still the vision gleams before me
and hires me on to greater effort. Toward it, cfill may
1 strive on in larger spheres of influence, until upon this
carth no child shall go o bed ahungered ; not one
mother fear for the safety of her brood ; nor one father
among men strive againgt his brother for Liberty and
Justice and the Peace of the World, Yes, all of us shall
move forward until these blessings shall flow into the
lives of men, filling and surrounding them with the
Happiness of Life, as the golden orb of dav illumines
our universe with light.”

From the posthumously published Gentle Friends,
Haif and Farewell, dictated by Laurie J. Quinby shortly
before his death, Holiywood, 17th November, (940,

The mere grovwth of society involves danger of the gradual
conversion of government into something independent of and
beyend the people, and the gradual seizure of its powers by a
ruling class—though not necessarily a class marked off by
personal titles and a hereditary status, for, as history shows,
personal titles and hereditary status do not accompany the
concentration of power, but follow it,

Heney GeoraE in Social Problems.

A WICKED TAX MAKES PRISOMERS
AT THE BAR

Giving evidence during a prosecution at Old Street Police
Court, Londoa, on 27th May (Manchester Guardian report)
Mr R, L, Fisk for the Customns and Excise sald it was an
important case and the first under the Purchase Tax Act;
but his added reflection thai * the summonses had besn
salected out of a multitude which could have been brought
was a8 emphatic a condemnation of the tax itself as con-
demnation counid be. There always will be attempts to
evade or break laws which have no moral sanction and the
purchase tax claiming legality can make no claim to equity.
It is the kind of tax that simply invites the * multitude of
summonses ' that might be brought, and gives scope o
the iricks of inventive minds seeking ways of defrauding
the revenue. It is the kind of tax most costly to collect,
needing the eagle eve of a host of inspectors, supported by
the hierarchy of police and lawyers and judges.

Mr Fisk’s evidence told in fact a story of how bad taxation
makes individuals the enemies of the State, The method
by which the offences were committed was three-fold, he
said. First, defendants hawked furniture round towns
all aboui the couniry and had sold by wholesale, making
cash sales which they had not recorded through their purchass
iax account and did not include in their returns, and ne
tax was paid. Secondly, they had falsified invelces to
pretend that transactions in which goods had been deliversd
after 2ist October took place before that day, Thirdly,
they had written letters {0 customers claiming that they
were returning furniture sent to them for repair, whereas
in fact the transactions were ordinary sales liable to purchase
tax. In his submission it was a case of delibetate, calculated
fraud from the very inception of iax until defendants were
fracked down and cornered by ihe investigating officers,
He was not suggesting that the defendants had pocketed
the tax themselves, but they had the indirect advantage of
wunfair competition over their more honest competitors who
did pay the fax. The estimated total amount of the tax
now due had been paid.

SUFFER LITTLE CHILDREN TO
COME UNTO ME .

WriTH THE preamble that it believes * that children
are the chief single caunse of poverty,” a resolation
in favour of family aflowances at the rate of 3¢ per
child, pavable to the mother, is to be moved at the
Annual  Assembly of the Liberal Party in London,
[8th and 19th July. It was stariling to read this
expression of opinion, reported in the Manchester
Guardian of 19th June, which charitably says that
the resolution embodying the proposal does not appear
on the agenda. For very shame it ought {0 be withdrawn
or repudiated. It is said that the Executive Committee
is promoting this family allowance idea which has
been under examination by a committes presided over
by Lady Violet Bonhami-Carter with Mr Seebohm
Rowntree as one of its members. There is no merit
in the proposal save what attzches to any condonation
of the social injustices, the privileges and the bad
laws that have brought about the monstrous inequality
in the distribution of wealth ; save the peiscnous
view that the poor make their own poverty and high
state policy can do nothing in the matter but offer
the crumbs of charity. But it is not the actual proposal
that matters so much ; it is of a piece with proposals
and policies these days which parade so-called social
services as a synonym for social reform. Is the Liberal
Party making that pronouncement to go down forever
in ridicule and contempt, and over its grave be read
Drean Swift’s savage satire, the * Modest Proposal for
Preventing the Children of Poor People from being
a Burthen to their Parents or the Country and for
Making them Beneficial to the Public™?
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NORTHERN IRELAND

THe Belfast Improvement Committee {Belfast News-Leiter,
11th June) has decided to ask the Ministry of Home Affairs
whether the Goverament would sanction a scheme whereby
the city could secure the sites of buildings demolished in
the air raids for post-war development. It was suggestad that
the Corporation might purchase such sites. Alternatively,
the Government might finance a scheme. Many of the
sites would be invaluable when the time came for post-war
recopstruction, and the Commitiee were approaching the
gquestion with an eye to future developments, They wanted
to know whether thev could buy ground at its present
valunation. Some of the ground rents bore no relation to
the Importance of the site, and they therefore had decided
to ask the views of the Government,

On 14th June the News-Letter published the following
letter from Mr Andrew J, Lutton of Larne :

“In yeour issue of 11th inst. vowr political correspondent
mentions a proposal, now under consideration by the City
Council, to take over sites in the bombed areas for town
planning. The question arises—where is the money to
come from fo finance it? If the so-called owners have
made these sites in their workshops and set them down
there, il is just and right that they should be paid the market
value for all they have done, but if that idea is absurd is it
not also absurd that the community should be compelled
to pay for what they themselves have created 7 It has been
at their expense that streets have been made and water,
light, and sewers, eic., provided, and it is these things and
the presence and activity of the people in the vicinity that
give value to the ground, and not anything that the holders
of title deeds have done. True, the law sanctipns the existing
custom, but when State law and moral law conflict the
former should be altered so as to secure to the community
the value in question. In Great Britain over 240 local
councils have petitioned Parliament for leave to make
this change.”

One of the MNorthern Ireland town councils that has
taken action on the rating of land values is Ballymesa.
In March, 1940, all members of the Council were supplied
with explanatory Hterature at the request of the Town Clerk,
and in April, 1940, the Finance Committee decided to refer
the matter to the General Council of Municipal Authorities
for Northern: Ireland, FEncowraged by the interest taken in
Bailymena, the Town Clerk of Donaghadee asked for and
received a similar set of literature, but apparently no further
action has yet been taken.

But in Belfast, the Improvement Committee should
ascertain what progress the General Purposes Committee
has made in the consideration it was giving (as reported
in the News-Letter and other Belfast papers of 21st March,
1939} to a circular from the Association of Municipal
Corporations which suggested that “ the existing system
of rating should be altered so that local authorities be
empowered to levy rates upon owaers in respect of the
value of land, apart from improvements, for the purpose of
effecting a reduction in or abolition of local rates payvable
at present by the occupiers of rateable property ; securing
that the public shali benefit from the land values which arise
from the presence and activities of the commumity ; and
facilitating the acquisition of land, the provision of houses
and the making of public improvements,”

Alderman Harry Midgeley gave a lead in a letter he
wrote at the same time to the Town Clerk in the course
of which he said: 7 think the Government should be
urged to introduce a Municipal Enabling Act empowering
local authorities to impose a rate to be levied on land values
. . . The purpose of the land values rate would be to give
relief’ to local ratepayers and income-tax pavers, and to
ease the burden of improving and developing municipal
amenities. Under such a scheme it might eventually be
possible to levy most of the rates on land values.”

At the special conference of the Worthern Ireland Labour
Party (Alderman H. Midgeley in the chair), held on
Tth August, 1937 a resolution was adopted urging the
taxation of land values. Alderman Midgeley saying that if
the principle of the resolution had been applied 25 years age
local authorities could have been living rate-free to-day ;

and Mr R. Dorman characterized the resolution as the
most important one hefore the conference.

More has been done in Eire to promote this Municipal
demand. The Association of Irish Municipal Authorities,
the Irish Leaseholders Association, and the Dublin Citizen’s
Housing Coungcil, have all declared in favour of the principle
of land value rating. The Association of Municipal
Authorities discussed it fully at their annual conference, in
September, 1937, which Mr F. C, R, Douglas, L.c.c., attended
by special invitation, reading a paper afterwards printed
and widely circulated. At the Conference in September,
1938, a resolution declaring for land value rating was
adopted. Preceding the Conference all its members had
been supplied, at the instance of Mr Sean MacCathmbaoil,
the secretary of the Association, with three publications of
the United Committee. The matter was again discussed
at the Association’s Annnal Conference in September, 1940,
when a further paper was presented by Mr F. C, R, Douglas ;
and In preparation for that Conference the United Com-
mittee, helped by the lists given by the Association, sent
literature on the Rating of Land Values to all the town
clerks in Fire in quantity sufficient (1,190 copies of each
pamphlet) to distribute through them to every Town Council
member in the land. If was a piece of educational work
effectively done, and if a similar campaign could be organized
throughout Northern Ireland, the United Committes would
no doubt eagerly co-operate.

@
THE HOLD-UP IN THE WEST
To the Editor, ** Land & Liberty.”

Sir,—Your article in the March issue—* Land Specula-
tion " induces me to send the following statement as to
local conditions. Cornwall is one of the most sparsely
populated counties, having about two and a half acres area for
every man, woman and child in it ; Newquay is ope of the
most popular health and holiday resorts in the country ;
the only possible area for expansion and development is
towards the east of the town where the chief landowner
is the Public Body called the “ Duchy of Cornwall.” For
many generations this land has been let and farmed, the
rent having been about 25s. an acre including buildings,
so that its real value in 1930 was about £33 an acre. The
demand for houses led to the development of this land in
1931 : roads, sewers, public services, etc., were made and
installed, and the sites were pegged out and sold at the rate
of £1,280 an acre. About one-third is built upon and two-
thirds is lying idle, not a penny being paid to the local
finances, After deducting cost of above-named services the
net profit made by the Dwuchy s £900 an acre or about
2575 per cent (net) over 1930 value. Here is a simple sum
of * Rule of Three.” If a grocer be fined £6 for charging one
farthing too much for an item of inessendal food, what
should be the punishment inflicted on the Duchy for such
profifeering on a monopoly 7

Yours, efc.,

NEwQUAY, CORNWALL,. 5. ¥, LER VINCENT.

The Menace of Land Monopely is a new pamphlet (price 2d.)
published by the Henry George Foundation, Australia,
With pertrait of Mr Winston Churchill on its front page,
the pamphlet reprints extracts from Mr Churchill's speeches
in the House of Commons on 4th May, 1908, and at the
King's Theatre, Edinburgh, on 17th July, 1909. Extracts
of the Edinburgh speech come to us also as published in
the New Zealand Matamara County Mail and in the Canadian
Square Deal, A chapter in our new book, Why the German
Republic Fell (25, 6d.) gives passages from several of Mr
Churchill’s speeches on the Taxation of Land Values,

An example of the difference between the real value of
land and the value at which it is assessed (because of its
present use) is afforded in the case cited by Mr R. R. Stokes
at question time in the House of Commons on 15th May.
Two cottages with three acres of land at Cranleigh, Surrey,
are advertised for sale at £2,000. The local rates on the
cottages and the land are £3 2 year. It is an example of
the absurdity and anomaly of the present rating system.
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NEWS OF THE MOVEMENT

THE UNITED COMMITTEE FOR THE TAXATION OF
LAND VALUES, LTD., 4 Great Smith Street, London, 8. W.1.
A, W, Madsen, Secretary ; T, C. R. Douglas, Assistant Secre-
tary ; W. R, Lester, Hon. Treasarer. {(Telephone ; Abbey
6605 5 Telegrams : ¥ Eulav, Parl, London.’”)

Expelled by enemy action from our former premises we are now
settled and equipped in our new offices, a self-contained building,
at 4 Great Smuth Street, in the heart of Westminster, Of the many
kind and encouraging messages of sympathy in the misfortune
that befell us one was especially expressive. T said @ “1 am SOy
vou have bean unhorsed at Kaightrider Street | remount and gallop
abead.” We have so far overcome the interrustion and the
disturbance that we are at any rate in the saddle again and with
feet in the stirrups, if the further use of metaphor may be permitted,
All the agencies are well accommodated ; the DUnited Comumnittes,
ithe Inlernational Union, the Henry George Foundation, Land &
Liberty itself, and the English League. To our printers we axprass
owr gratitude for giving us temporary house-room while the new
premises were being made ready.

Not only were cur offices destroyed but also all they contained,
Sotne precautions had been raken even against ordinary fre risks
in preserving clsewhere vital dosuments and copies of Hefs of names
and addresses ; and abour half of the stock of saleable books and
pamphlets had been dispersed to various parts of the country.
But the loss of valuable office records and manuscripts is grievous,
some things being irreplacesble. In the 1,000 volume referenco
library there was, for example, a collection of the translations of
Henry George's works into many languages, more complete than
is to be found, we believe, in any part of the world, Retrieved
from the ruin were the contents of the safe which had withstood the
strain or it was more air-tight than that of a neighbour who, alas,
found nothing but ash in his more strongly-built one.

Readers will excuse that in the circumstances it was difficalt to
make headway with the June issue of the Journal and that we have
to give them on this occasion the double number covering the
moinths of June and July.

There is little more to be said about the catastrophe save that
happily no cne came by hurt and save also that of course heavy
expense has had to be incurred in connection with the move. The
job is now to prosecute the campaign for the hetter day when social
Justice shall triumph over any thought of the conditions that make
beasts of humen beings, the one to the other whether across or
within national boundaries. That we mean o do with une
diminished vigour and in unshaken confidence that by persevering
in the education of public opinion the barriers opposed 1o social
progress by ignorance and apathy will ultimately be levelled,

While we make a most earnest appeal to our readers 1o help each
other in this great endeavour, and to help ug to co-operate all we
can, there is one immediate request that bears Upon our present
handicap. We lost all filed copies of Land & Liberry. There is
constant application for this or that issue because of some article
it contnins. Any reader therefore who can spare the issues
especially of recent months (any earlier issues will also be accepts
able) will do a real service by letting us have them,

The other matter is the reference fibrary. How may such
an essential equipment be restored ? There are those who have
libraries containing the standard classics on political economy,
social philosophy, economic history, the land question, reference
books and treatises and, generally speaking, the literary tools which
are famitiar 1o the student who knows the journatist’s needs and
oceasions.  We do not say send now what you may be able to
spare, for indeed we are hardly ready vet to receive much, but
books of the kind could be ** named > for our use and benefit and
a bist right be sent so that we know where such books are available
and we can in due time take advantage of offers kindly made.
Already we are deeply indebted to one friend for her presentation of
the ** Memorial Edition ™ of the complets works of Henry George,
an edition whick is extremely scarce and replacing the set that we
lost. A timely gift, and the nature of it an augury of good fortune,
Other friends have presented their sets of bound volumes of
Land & Liberty buck to the first number, knowing the service
which that mine of information is to us.

On another page is advertised our new publication (price
2. 6d. and 2s. 94, by post) entitled Why the Germian Republic Fell,
with sub-title ** And Other Studies of the Causes and Consequences
of Economic Inequality.”  We regret that we could not have it out
by the promised date but the delav has been unavoidable. Here
it is now and we hope for it a wide circulation with the assistance
that readers can give. As it consists wholly of matter that has
already appeared v Land & Liberty it does in large measure make
up for the loss of back numbers and there is a compensating
colocidence in its appearance at this time, A specially prepared
folder will advertise it, which we ask readers to apply for so that
they can enclose copies in their personal correspondence.

ENGLISH ILEAGUE : Frederick Verinder, General Secretary.
4 QGreat Smith Street, Westminster, London, SW.1
(Telephone : Abbey 6663.)

On May 7th the General Secretary kept the 57ih anniversary
of his election, in 1884, as an officer of the League, at its firgt
Annual meeting. Three days fater, the building i which the
League and the general headquarters of the movement had been
housed, was completely destroyed by enemy action, as reported
elsewhere in this issue. Nearly & month lafer the office safe, in
which, happily, the list of members was preserved, was recovered
from the ruins, But all the records of 58 vears’ activities, the
League’s library, which included 31 volumes of bound and indexed
pamplilets, were destroved, among many other grievous losses.

Fortunately the Annual Report of the Executive for the year
ended March 31st was in type, and the Auditors’ Repori had
just come into the Secretary’s hands. These have now been
printed and are being sent to all the members with & letier from
the officers of the League, who feel sure that the members and
{riends of the League will see to it that it is soon enabled to resume
its full activities in the new office at Westminster.

A meniber of the League has supplied the Secretary with the
names and army addresses of about 30 men who are serving in
the Forces, We would gladly welcome more help of this kind.
These men are being told that they are fighting for a better
condition of soclety, "I is well that they should be told the © New
Order ” for Britain and the world depends mainly upon the
abolition of Land Monopoly, the main cause of Poverty in the
midst of Wealth, and on the abolition of Tariffz, the chiel cause
of the international friction which leads to war. Hitlerism will
never be destroyed unless the evils that gave rise to it are ended,

MANCHESTEE LEAGUE : Arthur H. Weller, 1.p., Secretary,
Pytchiey, Bean Leach Road, Offerton, Stockport,

Under the auspices of the Henry George Club four meetings
have been held in the Friends’ Meeting House, Hiilpate, Stock-
port, and addressed by Mr D, 1. J. Owen. Mr J. K, Lightfoot
presided over the first meeting on May 5th when the speaker
dealt with * Reconstruction and land speculation,” At sulbe
sequent meetings the subjects were ** A planned order or a free
order,” “ The struggle for rating reform,” sznd * The power
of land monopoly.” Miss Betty Moble, Hon Secretary of ths
Club, occupied the chair on May 19th, and all the addrosses
were followed by usefud questions and discussion, Copies of
Frogress and Poverfy and other books and pamphicts were
purchased and good reports appeasred each week in the Stockport
Express.

Similar meetings are being oreanized in Clitheroe and
Wythenshawe,

My Owen addressed a weil-attended and keenly interested
meeting at Clitheroe on 29th May, the success of which was
fargely due to the skilfd and genial work of Ms F. G, Sumines.
Mr Owen had also engagements to address meetings of the
Wythenshawe (Manchester) Friends on 16th and 23rd June, and
another Clitheroe gathering in July whick Mrs Suminer is organizing,

The Macclesfield Rotary Club invited Mr J. R, Lightfoot to
address one of thelr recent meetings, snd the members appeared
to be much impressed by what they heard of Georgian principles.
M Lightfoot 1s indefatigable in Lis work for the cause and has
made good use of the explanatory Hterature kindly supplied by
the United Committee.

GREAT CROSBY HENRY GEORGE FELLOWSHIP : Meels
first Sunday each month : Mr C. C. Paton, Hon Secretary,
11 Tudor Road, Liverpool 23,

Mr E. Stephens opened the discussion on, “In the grave
state of human affairs is it more expedient politically to demand
that the abolition of all taxation save that upoen land values
be accomplished by one Budget instead of by instalments in
successive Budgets,”  He expressed the view that while the
Taxation of Land values by gradual steps was a comparatively
easy and reasonable way which came near to being successful
in a period believed to be making progress, the rapid decline
of civilization and the tendency to dictatorship and the siave
state had been so great in Britain that they could only be
overcome by publicly insisting ai the end of the war that the
rent of land belongs te the people and upon the immediate
collection of the whole of it, by the abolition of all taxation
save that upon land values; that the simplicity, obvious truth
and high aim of the proposal would appeal to ail who labour
as a bold one offering just and immediate relief from the Wrong
about which men will concern themselves more keenly after
the war, and indicate the high social state based on Justice
that they could attain. Those who participated in the discussion
congratulated Mr Stephens on the présentation of his case,
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expressed %% spinton that the demand for the w
sconomic rent nad alwavy heen made by Goorgisty
of scoepiing instalments being one of what
praciicable, and that much more wo wm.r. B ave
mﬁﬁ,.:w lines among the inielligent
befors the demand the T:ﬁﬁx

ool c_, mh sonomic rent 5

whole or in Bl be made effeciive, mﬂ was decided to
antinue the discussion at the fune mesting.
The digcussion on ,.iﬁ,.n w wwtint or full application of the
privcipie of the Taxstion of Mﬁ ues T owas continued at a
i atlended meeting on 1 The views contributed by

the several members showed o great amount of th given

s the ‘,E%ﬁ.” Tiiscussion al next mesting o What is the
best course of action to obtaln socdal ustice 77

ILLAND  LEAGUE - Chepman Wright, Heon  Secretary,

20 Capnon Sirest, Birmingham, 2

The Birmingham Cliy Treasurer, dMr 1. R, Johneon, has soms
interssiing omaﬁﬁﬂm, i presenting the 840 7 Biue Book™
* Rates produced £5,458,817, charges for commodities and mn_:;a?
amounted t¢ £11,702, um.w, and £4,100,480 wng received by way
of Government grants”  Many departments have incurrgd
expenditure to meet woar condditions and it will be Impossible o

¥

ﬁﬂﬂ from i.ﬁm SEVIRS,
than scientific.”
YE

rely upen the ?r ﬁuéﬁm
rafing i more historics!

he basis of

The League i ﬁ,;, alw ﬁwmq m wit the present rating svelem
{s unscigntific sud that Land Value rating ¢ alope will oo piy whh
the dictates of Justice. For mwm Q?ww enment of Aldermen
and Councitfors the Seoretary has forwarded o cach of them a

TEG, ODEN §pY

copy of the ULC jeafler © Rawe Land Values 7 which so ably sots

forth our case.

PORTSMOUTH LEAGUE: R, Les, Hon Secoretary, 13
T%?w? Road, Southsen.

Alderman L. M. Blake speke recently on the veplanning of
Portgmouth and bz addiess prompied the secretary to wrile &
istter 1o the Fﬁ; m.d.mx..axm 2 Ew?r was published, Ut had
bees said that onge the plan was passed we would guickly have
g.ﬁm s ﬂw fine vwaﬁwﬁﬁ centn ces, faclories, charming

Y S apd thers would haove 10 be land purchase @ inwdeed
mﬁ \;ﬁ,@amxu tion of all the land in the coundry (o effect town
and country planoing evervwhers was %r suggestion,  Our
small experignce in del and enormous exponse in buving a

fow small plecss of land for road widemng angd other uw?wo
purposes makes ot gasp al the mggnituds :& F_m proposal.
v&&% fihe land ﬁ.ﬁ_ el by the replanning scheme is very valuable

With Sn colossal national debi after this war o ? \wa:gm& i the
country would agree 1o fﬁmm up this, least of sll buving up the
whole ﬁmﬁ:ﬂ Heside the high cost of the land the next mﬁam?ﬁ
obstacle to rebuilding is rafes and tazes. These burdens added
13 the rent increase the price of (he goods mude and sold and
ultimately falls e the consumers.  The Alderman ssid nothing
abowt this, surely he s awars of the existence of rates and taxes.
instead of Sl ma ting to the Government a policy of buving up
the and would i not be better o sggest puttiog rates and faxes
apon the value of land and ww:? Mw aaﬁww factories, eie., from
qwﬁq intgigrahle w%mmmi sy tor draw up A plan, but i
youy want o see housss ¢ ﬂ ?Tc Hoyou must remove
the amtiguated system of snd taxes, otherwise th e
will be ng rebuilding.

SLASGOW. CARDIFF, %ﬁﬁnﬁ%wﬂﬂh LIVERPOOL,
ﬁﬂw‘ma&vmmwl; ﬁﬁww.m.wmwﬂﬂm Uwim,cwwmm Mfﬁ\mw,z f
King opnor

Feaders in these districts wi 6 are seeking
i journal

the princinie and policy for ; 1
Reid, 4 W @amam ﬁ:,ﬁﬁ?

10 Sw.gﬂas.“ﬁma with
Cilasgow o Mr Bustacs Da Y Plage, Cardiff ; Mr F.
i % Shipton Road | o w, PR, Lee, 17 Lawrence Rosd
Mr w: W, T kinsomn, & M:..Wma mwﬁ?y Livernool,
w:cwmm N m{ meg Lane, Codnor y Mrs 7. G, Bumner,
g, M yiten Road, Whalloy | {pro fend Mr A, W, Madses,

Chranpe Loan, Bdinburgh: M 1 Mackenzie, Quecnsgsle

Arcade, {nverness,

THE HENRY GEORGE FELLOWSHIP : R R, Siokes, My,
Tresideni; Miss O mﬂf ctor, Hon wﬁ&ﬂﬁww 11 EBaffolk
Street, Pail Mall, W, L

The Henry Geor ﬂmmcéﬂ i, which runs the Hemry George

School of mﬁu 1omics, has now taken officey at the address glw

above and has ﬁ.,w.wwo,& full time secretary,  Two new courses

onened at 15 Suifolk fwn. on May 27h and Mav 284, each at

.‘wum [, snd new ¢
5 S8 Courses

urses gre planned in f@rﬂ@z-._,.,wﬁﬁ whers
are now cunning.  There is also an active branch

i Ipswich and since this School begen, In September, 1937, &
W;m mt?w ﬁ:x,\, 0 2 large number of .mﬁﬁmi At ?c wbgmm
Party Conference beld in London in the beginning of June, the
% sdvertised io the m&wmﬁmm by means of & disieibeied
teaffer which was mentionsd by Mr Nosl Baker in the course of

Aeldressing ms slemeniary esonomics

ﬁwn mwmi ,m ﬁﬁ??ﬂ% ai Bursleny, m&r?
] Vanrine! yopc : Kr Andraw MacLaren,
mmwm mﬁm as he Y%_ 1% veux;ﬁ thers was om? 0ue cure—ia begin
to educais :Q%W i political economy.  Thinking demograis
mst know why there was social Emmwm e, shams and s forth
I stwdving the position with th 5 obiect H. view Progress asd
Faverry, by Henry George, should be ther guide, §¢ was a
challenipe to every book that had ever beern written on the guestion
of poverty, _xmﬁﬁ oppunents tried to make fun of Eﬁ.? (eorgs,
others ignored him ; but no man could &83? 1o reply 1o him,
Henry Georgs carried on the wisdom of the past and wﬁ sl m tex
it modern language, He made it clear that untid people wnders
stood the faw of rent they could never understand the causs of
poverty or s solution,  Decimation of the white race by them-
selves would never be necessary i the principles wmﬂ@% s in
Frogress and Poversy were anderstood.

i T

MAKING OPINION [N CLITHEROL
Fo the Editor, © Land & Eiberty 7 r

Drar Siv-Although group activities
boen considerably curiailed mgmm to the dis
by the war, vou and vour readers will be heartened to know
that individuslly, members of the group continue valuable

sionary work, It s surprizing what cw?iﬁ?m% can be
seized upon by those whe are keen to coovince others of
the justice and common sgnse of Qa%&o s phitosophy.

i Clitheroe have
straciions cansed

[

Ler me quote one of fwo examples of my personal
EXDEFIEnG

{1y Whilst shopping In town | had cogasion fo visit the
iropmonger. In the course of conversation he sald that he &
now calle iﬁ o pay taxation at the rate of £5 per month
bBeonuse e rened o carry @ stock of £2,000. This he

comnsiders a m:ﬁ%:mu burden «.{.wﬁ? of course,
sointed out to hirt that i ﬁ 1 thivee Busi
& taxation of land valu To my s
“we have tﬁ%.ﬁmm that zﬁﬁwi%c
A few davs ter T followed up with books which ngluded
Why Rewnts and Raws ors High, Result, a fow weeks later,
e zwﬁn m%ﬁm,w at the shop, an atmosphere of great enthusissm
m& dde @35 d.  Thiz business wman e ow he had
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