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MR HERBERT MORRISON'S SPEECHES

A smmips or five speeches on posi-war
subjecis made recently by the Home
Secretary, Mr Herbert Morrizen, has been
recenitly published as @ pamphlet
titte Prospects and Folicler (Cambridge
Unijversity Press. Price 6d).  Whatever
mEy be thought abeia% the details of the
policy adumb mtud these statorments de-
serve attention as a constructive effort to
bring inte a lrue perspective the political
and economic problems with which we
are confronted. }

The dominant note which appears to run
through them is that wp must establish
economic conditions which will ensure the
maxhinum production and d the fairest dis-
tributicn of wealth, that we must abandon
all restrictive and monopolistic policics,
and that this is essentiat not only for the
weil-being of cur own country, but also for
establishing harmonious rels
all countries,

Referring o the Beveridge Report,

Morrison says © 7 For myself T have
no doubt that i is ihe duty of this, or any
other Goversiment, 1o make m‘mfﬁsio*} for
a myinimuem standard of life that will keep
o po;,ulduors without exception, de-
gently fed and properly fooked after in
illness, misforiune and old age” But he
adds @
At best it s nothing more than ambulance
and salvage work @ rescuing and paiching
un our social casuali making good 50
far as we can the resudts of our failures in
selfgovernment.  These things must be
done ; but the right basis to siart from s
that there shouldn’t be any standing army
of unemploved, any s of ;numzsb
disgase, any elderly neopie sick and infirm
before the allolied span.  In ouwr true
poticy {or the future social secirity can
play but a part and, ¥ we succeed, it will

ad should be an ever-lessening part.”

#Bn the main question Mr BMorrison
said 0 T Owe economnic hie must b
organdzed divectly to achisve its olyect, a
right standapd of public well-being, That
means turmpg our backs for ever on
schemes of restiction, uhdhﬂi of gouds
of ksbour™™  And again: © The cver-
riding need w to secure an expanding
volume of production . within ecach
nation, amd teade betwesn them.  The
problem 5 1o take the necessary measures
0 bring this about and to remove the
obstacies in the way of 1177 After the
war we shall bave 1o solve the problem in
all its three parts, how to get full employ-
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ment, how {0 incre: the productive
efficiency of industry, and how 10 spread
the increased product widely and faily.

.« . There i3 one crucial matter which
affects sl the three parts of probiem
I have referred to—the matter of monoepo-
ties, their p!ar‘ n society, and the way in
which society masi deal with them

“One group of these ;ﬂ{moyu%ms arg

under the

tions between .

“Dom't et us get it out of focus.

the so-called ‘natwral © monopclies, like
Gas, Electricity and {in effect) "immi HorE,
which are also, ke Coal, common service

industries, and ke H, are ripe—or over-

ripe--{or public ownership and manags-
meni.  Another group consists of fully-

fledged trusts, of moest of which the same
thmg nght be said.”

On this we may observe that the classifi-
cation i not sntirely accurnie. Gas, water,
eleciricity and
port are, it 8 true, naturally and in their
essence monopolies. The reason why they
are so is a simple one @ they all depend
upon the acausition of rights of way,

upon the exclusive use of narrow strips of

fand, over or under ground, for the pur-
pose of running rails, pipes or conduits,
Such rights can usually only be obtained
by the grant of special powers of
pulsory  acquisition.  They are i tact
moenopolies which the State has in this
manner created, and competition is by the
nature of the undertaking excluded. The
necessity of public control of such enter-
prises has long been admitted, and indeed,
in a ientative and ool very effective way,
excrcised, A large body of public opinion

- has come o the conclusion that this con-

trol can only be eoffectively exercised by
public ownership and operation. It s,
however, a matter for consideration
whether, with the development of modern
systermns of costing and  sccounting, i
would not be possibie for a sirong govern-
ment department, equipped with a staft of
able and impartial officers having the
secessary training, and endowed wiih the
necessary statutory powers, to exerciss &
control over such enterprises which would
give almost as much protection to the
commynity as would public ownership.
In that event the public would be saved
the expense of expropriating such vnder-
takings and of paying compensation upen
the basiz of a level of profits which should
never have beea allowed.

fa the case of read transport the same
circumsiances do not exist. The roads are
open to all.  Fhe monopoly which has
arown up in this mdustry is due to two
camses,  The one is when Parliament
sliowed the railway companies to acguire
jarge interests in soch undertakings. The
other js when  Parliameni  instituted a
systent of iiu,méw, these engaged in the
convevanee of goods and passengers by
road, thereby preventing competition and
placing those whe were able fo got licenses
i a privileged position. The problem in

this case i3, thevelors, of an  entirely
different Aaiare 1o that of the * naturat
monopelies ' properly so-called.

Coal aiso i in a somewhat different
position, for by Coal Mre Morrison prob-
ably mweans the working of coal seams
and not the ownership of the ccal deposits
—ihe laiter guestion having been dealt with
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ailway {(or tramway} rans-

- the

SO

cpreal assoriment of cartels,

in the operation by which the State ac-
guired the ownership of coal in the scam
and it is now impossibie o re-open the
terms upon which that was done.  The
Siate will niow have 1 in ifs power to de-
termine the conditions upon which cozl
shall be worked, and i1 can pL‘ an end o
the system under which coal deposits were
held out of use 10 the hope of greater future
royalies.

What Mr Morrison had in his mind
when he referred {0 ™ fully-fledged trasts 7
does not appesr, but the guestion which
ought to be examined here s whal were
circumstances and by what means did
these trusts arise. I is that which should
determine the remedy.

He then refers 1o © monopolies of
anotier and very important kind, prescini-
ing all the characteristic dangers and evils
without pecessarily being in an appro-
priate state for full public ownership m
the early post-war peniod. 1 refer o the
price rings,
federations, price-fixing combines and so
forth, Monopolics they are in the sense
that they have monopoh?ué the coontrol
of their mndustry, and its market and are
in a position 1o iImpose their ferms of trads
on their customers and the community.”
Wir Morrison mentions one factor which
enabled such cartels (o come Lo existencs
protective tariifs, and it is clear that in the
case of one of our largest basic indusiries,
the steel industry, the policy of carteliza-
ilon was pursued with the advice and
assistance of the Import Duties Adsisory
Board and the anproval of the Govern-
TETH.

Dne of the most dangerous aspects of
monepoly, referred to by Mr Morrson in
this parnphlet and also in a dater speech at
Birmingham (8th May), is the endeavour
to enlist the support Qf workers in such
indugisies by the granting to them of some-
what better wages or conditions of work
and by creating the outlook that monopoly
means high wages—the argument in fact
by which protectionisis have always tried
1o achicve ther objects. In is Birmingham
speech he says . Who saffers most when
plants are pw on part-iime or partially
closed down, when whole 107 -are put
out of action and industrics half throitied ?
¢ is the working peobte, the Trade Union
membership. Certainly the philosophy of
monopoly may offer to a imited number of
workpeople some relative stability of em-
ployment at a relatively sansfactory wage,
But at what cost 7 At the cost of unemploy-
met for the rest, of 1nsccurity for the rest,
of keeping down the national incoms as a
whole by producing less than we cosld
produce, at prices higher than we need |
at the cost of mstalling in the seat of power
and action a philosophy which, whatever
abtractive baits it may bold out fo soine
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fraction of the working class, is bound o
mean in the end the defeat and destruciion
of the whole labour movement and every-
thing for which it stands. A pwplc 3
movement which be ; srching aliy
of a resirictive ¢ monop 3 would
end as the 1ol of economic fascism.” It
is a warning which deserves to be pondered
over.

The precise sieps which Mr BMorrison
would propose, apart from nationalization
in certain cases, <o not appear clearly from
these speeches. He makes some reference
to social conirods over production. Tt may
be cemarked here that the * controls ™
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which have been operated during the war

do not necossarily ;}E'a}\fi!i*’ @ patiern for
They have zs a large
ence for

peace-time policies.
measwre becn hrought 150 ox
the parpose of rationing th
1 short suppby, jost as in a iﬂwmu
wrecked saifors ration the s
and water. TOCE
by excentional
normal need
ditions in
NeCessary.
We may presume from his allusions (o
tartfls, that Mr Morrison would
abolish tariffs, guotas and similar

resirge-

ticns upon produciion and trade.  The
dion 1 not alluded o in these
From the leading part which
i the London County
for the rating of site values,
st think that he i3 unaware of the
nce of this matier, not only in it
5 mu particalarly as affecting

: nd s !aimm of our
& DUessing
war and
i'rij tal\m EVERN

imporance
towards wh

before hostilities end, We invite his atten-

ticn 10 it

RECURRING UNEMPLOYMENT

BPecULATION 15 rife as to thﬂ fate of those
who will be Jocking for work when peace
returns, and in many responsible guarters
opinions are being offered as to the
measures that muost be taken and the
conditions that must be satisfied if they
are to find it. The Press is full of the
question, and journals of weight like The
Times and The Econovmist have reproduced
in pamphiet form their articles on the
subject, while the great firm of Lever Bros,
and Unilever Lid, has prepared an ox-
haustive report, cxpressing  thelr con-
sidered view as to why depressions occur,
and how they should ht, dealt with., These
writers say that in the past the world has
been faced with the disturbing problem
that during certain periods it did not scem
able to consume what 12 was able and
willing to produce.  According {o ihem,
we have to find out *° How it is that humas
beings who are in need of products that
can bc made do not dispose of the purchas-
ing power io agguire those producis?”
Or inverting the problem, we has i
out * How 1t is that human beings who
are able and willing to produce or to work
are not able to sell their products or®t
work 77

Such are some of the questions sub-
mitted for consideration by these writers,
and the replies they give ars Bumerous
and various, though on one thing they all
seem m agree, viz., that brregularity of
the extension of (.u.}"lhl} equipment, or, 1n
the ]&_rgon of the day, irregularity of
capital investment, 15 a chiel cause of the
irouble.  In their opinion employment is
rregular because ol Dregularity in ex-
tension of capital equipment, and  they
claim that if this were kept regular the
problem of  upemployment would  be
shorn of much of its difficuliy. 1t s, they
say, the steadiness of productive activity,
rather than its imtensity that bears on
employment and, with 11, on the whoie
social question.  But thovgh so rivch
mporiance s atiachsed o this matier, we
cannot fnd that any of ihe \}c writ oi?u’
any ex rld!mtim a3 to why the provision
of capital eguipment to indusery should
take place spasmodically, thoush surely
ihis 15 the first thing that ‘should be setiled,
for before we cam preseribe a Cure we
must know the cause. We fecl that their
failure to deal with this question is due to
their apparently studicd refusal to have
any truck with the question of man's
relationship to land., with
clogely bound wup.  H they could be
induced to give thought to the matier
from that point of view, they would find
that in s progressive community the vaiue

which i1 ig-

of land, unlike that of goods, is constantly
lncreasing, which is a puiu tly natural and
beneficent result of progress, provided that

the fund thus arising is devoled fo the
benefit of the whele community, But

when this fund is privately appropriated,
as to-day it is, #H assumes the form of a
iribute which grows 6l & poini is reached
where indugiry is unable to procesd
further with profit and begins to slacken
down. This is the point at which depres-
sion begins and continues until {4} those
exacting tribute modify their demands

(which 15 to sav Jand falls in price) or else -

(b advancing powers of pmd”r‘tlm“ enable
industry out of ity greater efficiency  pay
what is demanded., When either of thess
things happen tHe depression is over, and
industry resumes its forward march only
in due course to be held up once more 1o
face a recurrent depression,

This fluctustion in land prices is, wo
subini, the prime cause of alternate de-
pressions and booms In industry, and i€
should not be hard to soe how 3 {ﬂ‘*:ﬁlm"w
in production of capilial eguipment o
which these wriiers atmda such imporiance
43 a main cause of unempioyment is bat
one ot the mmy evils that ow Trom it

The age-old and long since exploded
docirine that empioyment in the aggregate
is promoted when moncy i
in the jargon of the day © invested in ™)
capiial copsinuction runs through
pages from cover to cover, Thus oa
miximuwm and steady w‘miay nent we
todd there must be maximum expendit
on capital ecouwipinent, the Go
taking such share in ihat ex
may e necessary Ao climingie
fluctuations in the labour market,
i on the ons hand vacmaploviment
profonged character oy SHENS

. ¢ that sl
conditions are en the way, capiial cxpendi-
ture by government should be embarked
on or increased. I, on the other hand, a
miavked diminution in the nu o un-
ermployed ff other LConomic T
indicate that o boom is on the oital
expenditure by  government el
stowed down, all of which implies acceg
ance of the fallacy that capital empl
labour, though not a word is satd o pr
it. In any case, w snould be pomlw
thai no mcrease m fIzL BLE 14,! i'
ployment can result
peiditure since the gover e
Hy money oub of the @
whether by iazes or
increased spe ndm:z
the goverament 7 g
thus offser by

- stocking but was alres

pent on {or-

nowey of the taxpayver. Thaore is no alisra-
tive,  The Juggle with money is an Mosion.
The trath i that outlay on capitdd con-

sstruction determings only the nature of the

wark on which labour shall be emploved,
bt does not affect the sum total of that
labour over the whole field of indusiry.
The man or the government in possession
of ca;*iul can izke it ouwt of cne industry
and pui it into another, and thus determine
that fewer workers shall be emploved in
one industry and more in ancther, but the
nmber employed i the twi indusiries
combined remaing unchangsd.  For the
capital placed in any wndustry had not been
Iving wdle.  Before investment 1 had not
been buried In a hole or tisd up noa
dv being made use
of 11 some enterprise or had been placed
In some bank or building socicty and by
them loaned tw industry as required. So
no additional erployment has rosuls A
from the new (rvestment. 1 that i3 v, Lat
we are secking, messures of guite another
nature from those advocated by these
WEHERS 1™ be vesorted to, and that
brrings us agains the elemental simplicities
that must be Taced o our search for a full
m%piaymmt policy i3 1o bear fruagi. Al
great truths are simple (raths and among
i is the simple thfm‘*n profound truth
too often Owrloekad that all weaith and
cmplovmend  invelved in producing
b come, divectly or indirectly, from
application of labowr w the ruw
rih-- dué
FEXIMWT S
Aximium pr duction,
S o i
are pl{mf:d in the way of access

)

ihe
materials of the

I therefore our
povien? along wi
wi st see 101 that no obstac

pediment
to lel

be a
umsmi a‘mf
formidable obstac
aceess 1o land and

without that there
But io-day most
staned in the way of
zmmf@m io full em-
piovment.  For not a spade may be dug
nte the surth nor one brick placed on
another withowt tribute or toli being paid
10 those who claim i as their exclusive
property.  Let this power of taboo be
swept away ¢ establish the eonal pight of
all to wse the earth, and so lin ritless wou!i
be the natursd ¢ ppertanities for employ-
mant th 0 open, that it 15 bard to sce
how any willing worker cou tu \;l nd idls

o matier how
our aim of
§"dx:fbd

ment would be
we Cannot find

this il f.:ai zhm
Lo make 1his crticism,

a distant La;*apmdu; Lowar da

we venturg
W, R L,
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{i8ch Aday)

On the Grder Paper wers
Amendments, the st st
E. Stokes and hav
whom 57 were me
Party and 13 wore o
Amendmen! read

“That this Houss dec E;ms m ﬁ’fv B:.u nd
Reading of a Bill wi
lion that the land :
this coumry, for which
Lelong to the people, and makes no pm‘c
wherehy the c*vnamu rent of Lommum? =
crented values of ali land shall in dog course
be paid by the Tandlords to the State for the
benefit of ihe copunanity.”

The ather Amendmeat was in the name
of 3. Benson{ Labour), Sir George Schuster
(Liberal-National), Oraham White (Liberal)
and Spencer Summers (C ongervative) and
regroited the failure of the Finance Bili to
adjusi taxation in the interests of stimulat-
ing the acoumudation of industrial capiial

Sl e U
s by Mr 8,
supporiers of
of the Labour
Thig

{apEr For Sccond reading read.

Mr G, Breuson (Chesterfieid—Labour)
asked whether either of the Ameandments
was to ba called

My Speaker @ Bt will not be possible for
me to call cither of the Amendments, but £
would suggest that, in order io desl with
the subjects which hoa. Mambers want to
raise, we should start by having & general
discussion for the next two hours or so,
and then hon. Members wanting 1o speak
particularly on the Amendment of the
hon. Member for Chesterfisld (Mr Benson)
would be more lkely to caich mv aye for
the next howr and a balf or s0. Then hon,
Members who wani to address aﬂfvmw!%s
to the Amendment in the name of the
hon, Member for Inswich (Mr Stokes),
might be able to do so.

The Chancellor of the
KINGSLEY Wwo;}) moved

Exchenuer (81
ﬂi“t the Bill t

now read a Becoid time and the dwa.ia;
pi‘ﬁcwtiui.
Mr J. F Tiwxre {Leigh—ILabour) :

Land valugs are locre noi by the
help of the individuals who own the land
but through the good will of the com-
munity, Thatis what iz behind this Amend-
ment oithe Paper. 1L means for the
rincellor 1o get hold of a sum of money
from people €0 whom woealth hes socrued
through ne offorts of their owan.

Mro L. Sk (Pockham—Tabonrd) :
Whether we can succeed in providing homes
for the large numbers who will i aguire to be
accommodated after the war with homes
within  their means, whather we can
soecceed in replanning and redeveloping

ng,

owr bombed cilies apd iow whether
we  can sucoeed :[;;ﬂ}mi!-; locating
ndustry so az to avoild the evil of the

speci “and distressed areas after the
will a1t depend Gpon whether w
probvlem of the igh cost of
was a picce of land in the ¢o
which was worth £350 an a
land. At the expens
arierial road was put through fn;u izmd.
HCothen became frontage land, and was

,;0]"
sobve the

S(B!‘ﬂ' within a short time a2t 20 times it
original  valye £1000  an The
owner of that land cannot possibly claim

i have had any part whaleve

LR

ision-

PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES

ing tts value. There was in Morth London
some land at £300 an acre for which the

Loadon County Council were negotiating
Then came a fube rail and gy uz‘iu;izlv

that tand was fetching £3,000 an 5, fen
tintes the original price.  Tharg are the
clagsic cases of the large estates in London
and other big cities which have multiplied
in value many times over, through no
a\f:mm on the part of their ow
exercise of a litile foresight in
ahqmrmﬁ Iand where they thought develop-
mem mig hi be in prospect.  The taxation
of tand vahlues would net oaly provide the
(_n‘mwi;x}r with imporiant reveaue and
give the community a share of what it had
itself created, but it would bring down the

present wavcasonably kish cost of land.

in that way it would facilitate the agyutsi-
tion of large areas by Tocal authorilics
who, at present, find themselves unable to
acguire land, although it may be most
necessary  from the point of view of
effective town planning.  Usless we do
something 1o deal with the problem of
land wvalues, 1 believe that all talk of
planning il war will become a
mockery.

W W, Grenvin Hain (Colne Valle
Eabour): The London County Council
has for a munber of years now realized
that the taxation of land wvalues would
make a great deal of differcnce 1o the
problems which beset tham in the vast
sprawl of land known as the Metropolitan
area. They have on more than one occa-
sion, pot 2 on record that it would be of
andonbied advantage to them i legislation
could e passed through this House
enabiing them to implement the rafing of
iand vﬂu,n It has always been o mysiory
to me why the Chancelior has refused 1o
consider this souroe of revenue, because,
1 he looks round the world and sees
other Governmenis have done, he
see that wery large sums have besn
wee, 1 recentdy
sz, Waller Nu&h
York on MNew
vith  fand values

mist
brought in from this &
read a speech by the |

i an audience in N
Zeslond's  experience W
umimn He said :

“in planning for tiwe future the pr Gi“if.’n of
housiag muse be closely related o the prob-
lems of industry on the one band and the
rrquua,ngcmx of home life on the other. The
provi dequate housing can be seriously
handic apm‘, and petarded I abaprmal prices
have to be pald ;0: the land thai ¥s required,
and a saund and scientifically baged systero of
meniion can help a good deal by correcting
1 felieve that the kind of
adopted In Mew Zealand,
» has nevertheless

infintion of land
sHes in par-

such a situation.
procedurs we b
although it js far from perf:
luld od 1oy discourage exCossive
values gener ally and of building
ticujar.”

it is heyond doubt that if this sowrce of
revenue wers taxed, i1 would not only
bring it very large sums of mongy io the

Exchequer, but it would ease the situation
in a laree number of directiops. 1t wounld
he ];‘3 0 case the housing situation, 1t would

¢ to bring down mnt» and that would

de satis

go @ % omany
pensioners and @ihmx whey Bow And it w0
difficell 1o live. Tt would also cheapen

Is of production

many of the raw mafor
upon which indusiry depends. 1t is one of
the tragedics of the s between the two
wars thai the propoesals introduced by the

ers, exeept

late Viscount Snowden were shelved by
the Conservative Government that followed
hima. I these proposals had been given a
fair run, if ihe Departroent which should
have been set up had been set up and
allowed to function, there s not the
slightest doubt, that the burdon of the
present Chan cellor would have been much
casier and we should have had many
millions more to use in prosccuting the
WAT,

My T

Beoos {Rothwell-Labour) @

The doings of Individuals or finance
corporations who make fortunes really

over-izht are the theme that appears o
e b(,i‘e'm, us now. [ understand  that
already the Government have had 1o teke
bini}h to prevent thom from buying ap
Blitzed aress both in London and the
provinces and m;z?xmg mopey oui of them.

if we sink a pit in a rural area and bore
down to the ceal, land which was 6d or
is a vard becomes the morning after the

coal has been found 5¢ 1o 105 or cven il

a yard. Fortuogs made while they slee

The same thing happens when a ?act{}i ﬁa Lb

built, or even when a new bus route is
egtau;td up through the country, The

price of land goes up. Every local authority

will tell you that if it requires land for

road widening, it finds the value goes up.

Taxation of land values ought to be made

a fact not only i order to find revenve

now,
resources on a sure and sound foundation
tcs prosperily in the future. 1t would not
impoverish the landowner but would make
hirn put his land on the market at some-
thing Hke Hs proper price. It would give
a veal send-off 1o the proposed new order.

Mr 2. 8. Svoxes {Ipswich—Labour}:
if we are to have a just and lasting peace,
this matter has to be dealt with so that the
peoples of the workl may realize that we
arg setting an example and that we intend
not only to apply this principle to our own
territory, but to mse all the influence ws
have on the Dominions, the Colonial
Empire, and so on, so that their aatural
resonroes shall be ased for the benefit of
all the people. Men and women of the
couniiry are having 1o go to war, but

nany of them sacrifice their lives, but
what has to be done? We have 1o buy
the serodromes before we can use them.

Up o MNovember, 1937, for 26,300 acres
we pald £1,525000 for fand which was

probably db‘){;hll@[v valyeless,  Since 3ist
December, 1938, 38000 acres of land
have been bought for £3,760.000 or £60
an acre.  From 1934 to 1937, 103 sites
were  purchased, involving 200 acres—
most of it agricultural and de-rated and

,x

making no contribution to the com-
mEnity--at a cost of £218,000, or £70 an

acre,  Again, In connection with housing
estates, in the five years from 21st March,
1938, 35,000 acres of jand have beent
[afsH sf*bl at a cost of £8.080,300, or about
£220 per acre-—all this for Jand which was
standing 1dle.

We paid the coalowners, the people
‘whu say they own %h coal, though they

ever put it there, £ 105,000,000 for aot
haxm Chuat it there, eertainly not for taking
it out, and the people who work the coal
will for everipore have to produce, at 5
per went, £5000000 a year to pay the

but for the development of all our
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interest on the debt. To do the same with
the whole of the land of the couniry would
cost something Hke £10,000,060,000, an{i,
when you have done it, you will hand it
over to a set of quite Incompetent peopic
in Whitehall who will not know what fo
do with it

At present we are crazy. The only thing
we do js to tax effort. We never tax peopls
for being idle. People who work in face
tories are taxed up to the hilt. The Chan-
cellor of the Excheguer taxes their effort.
What does he do for the landlord whe s

reaping the benefit of the war ? The only

person who benefits when a town gets
bombed iz the ground landlord. He gets
his site cleared for nothing, and n many
cases insists, and s supported by the
courts in insisting, that his ground reat
shouid continue despite the fact that the
buildings thercon have ceased to exist,
The most fundamental thing of all prob-
ably is the fact that if you insisted on a
thorough-going taxation of sitc valuzs, it
would penalize idlencss and make it
impossible economically for landlords to
hold their land out of use or not to put
it to the best use because # would be
uneconomical 1o do so. 1f a Tax were put
on site values, unemplovment wounld be
done away with for ever.

1 want to quote again the Priroe Minister
on this subject. This is a somewhat earlier
speech than fhe other and was made on
0th April, 1907, at Drury Lane Theatre,
London -

“We have to face all the resources of 2
great monopoly so ancient that # has become
almost vencrable. We have against us all the
modern moasy power. We have 1o deal with
the apathy and levity of all sections of the
public. We have against uws the political
machinery of class and privilege represented
by the Second Chamber in the State. There
are only two ways in which people can acquire
wealth,  There is production and there is
plunder.  Production Is always beneficial.
Plunder is always pernicious, and ils proceeds
are either moaopotized by 2 few or consumed
in the mere strogele for possession.  We are
hers to range definitely on the side of produc-
tion and Lo eliminate plunder as an clement
in our social sysiem, The present land system
hampers, hobbles and restricted industry. .
They were tesolved if they could to prevent
any class from steadily absorbing under the
shelter of the law the wealth in the creation of
which they had borne no share, weaith which
belonged not to them, but 1o the community,
wealth which they could only secure by vexa-
tious obstruction of soctal and economic pro-
gress, far more injorious and wasteful than
could be measured by thelr own inordinate
gaing,”

I commend that to my rvight hon
Friend, and would carpestly besesch thoss
on the cother side 1o realize that fhis fun-
damental thing has got to be done.

The Financial Secretary to the Treasury
(Mr Assaeront: 1 do not fecd that the
House will expect me to deal, in detail at
any rate, with the speeches made by hon.
MMembers on the subject of the taxation of
land values, land nationalization, and se
on. The wholz guestion of the future
treaument of land s now being examined

by the Government in connection with the

Uthwatt Report, and it has been made
clear on more than one occasion that ho
decisions in that very highly gomplicated
matter have vei been arrived at. These
are all maters of a controversial nature.

Mr S, 8. SipverMan (Melson and Colas

——Labour) 1 What I rose for was to oro-
iest against the way in which the Governs
ment have dealt with thie quesiion. Tere
is a question which has formed part of the
declared policy for many years of a party
in the Government as an equal pariner
with any other party in that Government.
Tt was set out in an Amendment which’
appeared on the Order Paper as long 280
as three weeks. Tt was signed by 70
Members of this House. It deals with a
question—whatever anyone may think of
the merits of it—which goes to the root of
our method of financing the war and which
must also go o the root of any plans of
reconstruction that may be in anyhody's
mind.

Mr Davin Apams (Conseté---labowr) :

When we reflect that this is one of the

Amendments which Mr Speaker decided
pot 1o call, it seems to me a very sound
poticy so o organize one’s Amendment
that we shall not be called, because evi-
dentfy a much better discussion can bs
obtained by not being called than by
being called. 1 also wish to make a protest
against the very cavaller manner in which
this subject has been treated by the
Financial Secretary. [ was astounded 1o
fiear him say, as [ am sure was the House,
that he did not intend to make any seply
to the argumenis which had been pul
forward from this side, This has been a
quesiion of fundamental imporiance in
this couniry for many years past. I has
besn accepted in conforence after con-
ference, and it would be extremsly difficult
tc find one local authority thuat is not
most cordially in favour of the taxation
and rating of ground values. These are
looked vpon as a new source of revenue,
from which new funds may be justly
claimed, for they are ceated by ihe
presence, by the noeessity and by the ex-
penditure of the community, Mo one can
just cavil that ihese are some unjust form
of taxation. All that is required is the
necessary legislative power 10 carry the
mto offect,

The Second Reading of the Bill was
carried without a division.  The land
Values Amendment and the Spesches
thereon had surprisingly good publicity
in newspapers all over the country.

THE CHANCELLOR OGN FREE TRADE
(12th Adfay

in the debate in the House of Commons
discussing the “ Keynes ™ plan for Post-
War International Currency, a noteworthy
statement was made by Sir Kingsley Wood,
the Chancellor of the Excheguer, accepting
the lesson that had been lcarped from the
operation of Protectionist policy. I the

Copservative party now also shares the -

remorse for its actions they will, we hope,
follow ihe Chancellor's lead.

S Kosiey Woon sald @ " Of course,
interpational trade was being done beforg

the Clearing Union was thought of, and, -

of course, goods were moving from one
country to another, for no peoples are
prepared to stop work and starve. Bui do
not the underlying facts sugesest  that
international wade was being gravely dis-
tovted, oF evea slowly strangled, by com-
mercial policies and  exchange  devices
adoptod by ecach nation in turn as de-
fensive necessities 7 1 the world has not
learned its lesson we roay have 1o go back

Bepariic

1o such & system and no doubt, again, we
could make 1t work somehow,  Bul we
ought not 1o begin by thinking that this is
cur best policy. . . We have a responsi-
ittty to the whole framework of the world
economic order. I suggest therefore that
we should take it as our present policy for
the world after this war, that we want o
see the goods of each country exchanged
as freely as possible, that we want the
immense techaical developments which are
being stimulated by the war to produce a
harvest for peace, that we waot the unity
o the world to be more than a plous
phrase. . . [ have spoken deliberately of
the movement of goods rather than of the
movernent of money, for any international
monetary scheme must serve the inlerests
of international irade, and 18 success or
Failore witl be conditioned not by the
techinical skl of the monetary mechanism
hut by the sanify of the policy which we
shall adopt in international commerce,
Mo monstary mechanism, no system of
regional grouping, no adoption of such
monetary lerms as * bancor’ or " unitas’
will be of the slighiest use in helping goods,
services and the results of inventive ability
to move freely round the world i simul-
taneously any nalion orecls unneccssary
barriers to check their movement and Aow,

M R. Assueror, the Financial Secre-
tary to the Treasury, smmming up the
debate, said 1 * It is clear as the Chancelior
of the Exchequer has told us und as more
than one member has stressed that no

monetary mechanism  will be of the
slighieat wvalue in helping goods and

services to move freely about the world if
at the same tme NRHGHS orecl URNSCCssary
barriers {0 check that movement and flow.
That is 2 fundamental fact which we must
keep firmily in mind ihroughout aili the
discussions on this matter both to-day and
in the future,”

15

Disrrisumion of Lann i Yamaica

T the House of Conunens on 19th May,
ol Stanley the Coloniail becretary answer-
ing M B Riley said he was asking the
Governor  for  information - as foliows :
the approgimate number of agricultoral
hoidings in Jamaica, siving the number of
holdings of half an a=cre and
holdings of not mere than 5 to 10, 16 0
A0, 56 to 160, 100 to 200, 208 to 500, 306
to 1000 and the number exceeding 1,000
acres ; but he could not gusranice that
the information would be available in
exactly the form Mr Riley had asked.

in his recently presented report, I O
Metealle Brown the Medical Officer for
Manchester, estimated that there were at
present 68,837 unfit houses i Manchester,
and he estimated 2 76,272 the number of
houses needed.  Bo many unfit houses, he
said, must be cansing great harm o health
and he urged that post-war housing should
proceed with the utmost rapidity every
effort being made to complete the pro-
gramme within ien years.

Mr . A, Qardner writes - The
Fenry Goorge School of Social Science
prospectus so impressed an acquainfanco
to whom T handed it that he hought 3
copy from Mr Roberts’s bookshe .o

Cardiff.
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THE PROPOSALS OF THE UTHWATT COMMITIEE

Memorandgm submitted to the Welsh Advisory Council for Post-War Reconstruction
by the Werst LEAGUE FOR THE TaXation of Lann Varues

THe BASIS of town and country planning
is control of land wse, That control is
senerally of a negative character, that is
to say, it prohibits certain uses but, within
the hmits of what is allowed, does not
prescribe what shall be done. This feature
is commendable, for it leaves a field for
the free play of private initiative.

The proposals of the Uthwatt Comunittee
for the acquisition of development rights in
undeveloped land, and for preventing such
land from being developed except on leases
granted by the State, offend against the
principles of planning as hitherto under-
stood in two ways. They impose planaing
control on areas where there is no need of
it, and they impose control in all cases
in the most rigid and least flexible form
imaginable, namely, by clauses inserted
in a bulding lease.

These proposals are also objectionable
in 8o far as they involve, whenever land is
required for development, a double process

“of bargaining between the landowner and
the State on the one hand and between the
proposing developer and the State on the
other. There will be no free markel in
land, and the price will depend even more
than at present upon the skill of the parties
in bargaining.

The proposals also offend against sound

canons of finance. They involve the State in
acquiring and paying for the assumed
development rights in Jand which will
never be developed at all. Most of the
money spent will be guite unproductive,
and it is apparently the intention that it
should be reparded as unremuncrative.
An attempt is made to justify the purchase
by pointing to a few cases in which ghe
high cost of compensation or purchase
has deterred local authoritics from pre-
" serving some land as open space. These
cases are not sufficiently numerous to justify
a large and unproductive expenditure on
buying up all development rights. They
point rather to the need of considering
whether in some cases the plaoning
authorities are niot too small and without
enough finzncial strength to enable them
to function properly. They point also to
the need of considering the whole basig of
jocal finance angd of the finance of planning
in particular.

The Uthwatt Committes propose a levy’

upon increases in annual site valoe, as a
substitute for any attempt to collect
* betterment.” Experience has undoubtedly
proved that no method has been devised
or is likely to be devised of assessing the
benefit to land arising from particular
improvements or actions of local authori-
ties or of the State. The reasons are well
explained by the Commitice. On the
other hand their own proposal i3 based
upon the assumption that the effect of
planning Is merely to redistribute land
values which in total will remain the same,
or, in other words, that the levy upon incre-
ments will pay for the compensation due
in cases where the value of land is dimin-
ished by planning. Fven if this assump-
tion were true the compensation is payable
mnmediately as a capital sum whereas the
fevy on increments is to be collected as an
angual sum ; it would, thercfore, at best

take many years before the account was
balanced.

The Uthwatt Committes point out that
the enhancement of land value due to
gencral community infiuences is no differ-
ent in principle from that created by some
specific public improvement. It is on this
ground that they justify a levy upon
increases of annual site value and abandon
ths attempt to segregate the cffects of some
one cause of increase in sife values. They
point out that the existing system of rating
involves that * an owner who increascs the
annual value of his property from (say)
£100 to £130 has to bear the same addi-
tional amount in rates as the owner whose
property is similarly increased in value
entirely as a result of public expenditure
on a public improvement.” This is by
implication a criticism of the whols founda-
tion of the rating system in that it does not
distinguish between the value of land and
the value of the buildings and other im-
provemenis on the land. The proposed
levy on increase of siie value in the future
will do very little to remedy this injustice.
A solufion carn ondy be found by means of a
rate on all site values with a corresponding
reduction in the rates as now levied.

Such a reform of the rating system would
have many advantages. It would discour-

age the speculative holding of land in the~

expectation of future increases in land
values. Land would be more freely offered
at reasonable prices in and on the cutskirts
of towns, and the tendency to an unecono-
mic dispersion in the scarch for cheap land
would Dbe mitigated. The problem of
planning would be much simplified. The
compensation for such land as had to be

‘acquired for public purposes or restricted
from development would be reduced and

could be ascertained by roference to a
properly established goneral  valuation.
The development of land for housing and
other purposes would be encouraged by the

relief {rom rates now levied upon the value

of buildings and improvements.

The Uthwati proposals on the contrary’

do nothing directiv io relieve urban con-
gestion and overc g, The rigidity of
the prohibition whi. they lay upon the
use of land outside “ town areas” (as
those are defined in the Report) will
discourage the use of land for building and
indusirial purposes in those outside areas.
The demand for land for sach purposes

 wili be concentrated on the town areas, and

the speculative rise of land valuss there
will be encouraged.
The delimitation between ** town areas ”

‘and the rest of the country, which is to

pay no heed of existing municipal boundar-
ies, will take time. So will the assessment
of compensation for development rights.
After that there will stiil have to be a plan,
unless it is contemplated that the vesting
of development rights in a statutory com-
mission, granting or withholding leases
at their discretion, will obviate the necessity

" for a plan. Al these operations will take

considerable time and during that time
development where it 15 most needed to
relisve comgestion in town areas will be

“held up.

In these respeets the Uthwatt proposals.

are not likely to sxpedite planning, and,
stitl fess, building which will be most
urgently wanfed after the war. It would be
far better to make what modifications are
needed to simplify and expeditc existing
planning procedure, and to couple with
that g rate on site valee of ali land without
exception.  In the case of land subject
to planning restrictions the site value should
be ascertained subject to those restrictions.
The valuation should be made a standard
both for rating and for compensation on
compuisory purchase,

For the Bxecutive of the Welsh Leoagus
for the Taxation of Land Values, 27, Park
Place, Cardifl : . G. Tavior, President ;
F. Saw, Chairman ;| Bustace Daviss, Hon.

Secretary ; C, A, Garpgr, Hon. Treasurer,

GLASGOW'S ATTITUDE

A comprehensive examination of the
difficuities which exist for the post-war
planning of Glasgow is made in a memo-
randum prepared by the Town Clerk at
the instance of a special Corporation
Committee, (Glusgow Herald, 23rd April)
The earlier portion deals with the in-
adequacy of the existing statutory powers
and goes on to discuss the reports of the
Barlow and Uthwatt Committces.

in criticism of these reports it is pointed
out that several recommendations made by
Glasgow Corporation have not been ac-
cepted, and complaint is made especially
that three of the Glasgow pleas have been
ignored, these being-—(1) That there
should be no payment of compensation
for the acguisition of potential develop-
ment rights, (2) That betterment values
should be recovered in fudl, both as regards
future and existing development. (3) That
speculation in and the creation of fictitious
values on land should be prohibiied.

10CAL AUTHORITIES IN

YORKSHIRE

Atthe Annual Meeting of the West Riding
Urban District Councils Association, held
in the Civic Hall, Leeds, on 2Z7th May,

the following resclution was adopted by a -

substantial majority.

“This West Riding U.D.C. Associa~
tion, in the interests of Local Govern-
ment and Mational Recoastruction re-
cognising thai the buying of land (for
Housing, Town Planning, Public Works,
Wew Roads, Garden Cities, Schools or
any other civic purpose) before it is taxed
and rated to legitimately cheapen it
plays into the hands of the landowner
by increasing his uncarned increment at
the expense of the community just as all
past public expenditure has done and
as the agriculeural subsidies and the
land derating does to-day, cails upon the
Government noi only lo insiitute a
proper Land Valuation bul to ooact

" legistution  empowering  the Local
Authorities and the Chancellor of the
Exchequer to impose Rates and Taxes
upoa all such land and site values.”
The resoiution was moved by Councillor
Joe Walker on behalf of Aireborough and
sapported in a well-documented and most
instructive speech.  bmportance is lent to
the declaration adopied by the fact that at
this Conference as many as 535 Urban
Dristrict Councils were represented,
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.LIBERALS AND

“Arzus, Hastings, 28th April,
extensively an interview with
Arthur Blackman 1.p., ex-Mayor
of Hastings and former Liberal candidate
for the Borough. Land reform, Alderman
Riackman said, has been one of the fore-
most planks in the Liberal platform. It
was the fand values clauses in the 1909
Budget that was chiefly respounsible for’
provoking the challenge of the House of
Lords which ended with the passing of
the Parliament Act. *° Post-war recon-
struction makes it mere than ever im-
perative that legislation should be passed
to break the monopoly that has fasteried
its tentacles more tightly on the com-
munity with every passing year.” Asked
why he was so insistent upon taxing land
values in preference to other subjects,
Alderman Blackman said: * Land is the
mother of us all and it is the source of ail
wealth. Labour is the father. Combined,
these iwo factors are responsible for
everything necessary for the maintenance
of life. Land is as necessary to mankind
as the air we breathe or the sun that
shines. All goods that are manufactured
can be replaced as and when required,
whereas any abuse of the land is wealth
lost to the community and can never be
replaced. Whenever a town throws out
its suburbs into the neighbouring country,
whenever public improvements are carried

out either by public aunthorities or by .

private enterprise—as when a;new road or
a new tube railway is built—the value of
the land in the neighbourhood goes up by
leaps and bounds, and the added value
goes fo the owners of the land who have
done nothing to earn it, ¥t is mainly in
this way that the values in land have been
created. If this ° unearned * wealth which
is created by the community could be im-
pounded, in whole or in part, for the
service of the comimumity, it would pay all
or most of the cost of the improvements
to which it is due, and so immensely reduce
the burden of other taxes.
“If a man, through ncgligence, leaves
_ his Iand idle, or if he wilfully keeps it out
of use in the hope of extorting 2 monopoly
price, he is rated litie, if at all. If, on the
other hand he puts it to good use such as
building houses or factories upon it, or in
other words acting as a good citizen, he
is fined in the measure of his improvement.
Under this system, as will be apparent,
enterprise, is penalized anpd industcy handi-
" capped, amid a crying need for houses a
fine is levied wpon houses erected, and
slums are positively encouraged.

* There should be a natiopal tax upon
the real site value, and rating should be
assessed accordingly. This is a kind of
weaitli which is peculiarly suited for
taxation, and which can be taxed without
the least injustice. Mereover the taxation
of it would encourage the owners of the
land not to hold it up for a rise but to
develop it, which would therefore make it
easier and cheaper to acqguire land for
productive purposes.  Here can be found
a very great alleviation of the burdens
that now weigh so crushingly upon pro-
ductive induostry.”

Asked to explain why present conditions
had been aflowed to comtinue, Alderman
Blackman said :  “ British Government
have hitherto been chary of interfering in

LAND REFORM

this sphere because of the immense in-
fluence of the land-owning class. But you
will agree that it is intolerable that any
small class should be able to hold the
community to ransom by its control of
this fundamental necessity, or even tio
pravent the land from being fully and ad-
vantageously used. It should be the duty
of the State to ensure that in the use of
land, public and not private intercsts
should always be supreme.”

Speaking at Middlesbrough on 17th
April  (Liberal Mugazine report), Mr
Harcourt Johnstone, m.p., Secretary to the
Department of Overseas Trade, said :
* The greatest of all monopoties—Iand—
is a monopoly not in the sense that it is all
owned by one person or organization, but
because its guantity is permanently fixed.
The artificially high price of land adds to
our costs in every direction. It adds to the
price of housing and therefore to the level
of rent ; and rent is an important feature
in the level of wages. ¥t adds to the cost
of manufacture and of transport; and
until fand is taxed and rated this will con-
tinue. I am convinced that the rating and
taxation of land values would have an

excellent effect upon the economy of the

couniry.

Speaking at the conference on “ Planning
for Living™ called by the Town and
Country Planning Association at Tun-
bridge Wells on 3rd April, Mr 8., Martin,
representing Chislehurst Division Liberal
Council, said the ideals of town and country
planning were in line with the general ideas
of the great majority of the people, but
since every improvement had meant an
increase in the burden of taxation, he
suggested they ought to attempt to obtain
an equitable system of taxation before they
began to plan for ideal living conditions. -

The land was the source of all wealth,
and therefore the true basis of taxation
and rating, and he suggested that unti! they
tackled that problem planning would only
complicate and add further burdens to the
taxpayer. The site valuation of all land
as & basis of rating and taxation should be
the first step of the Government in post-
war legislation.— Kentisk Times repott,

CAUSE. AND CURE

The following is extract from a letter sent
by Mr £, J. McManus to a large number of
weekly newspapers which has been widely
published with the resuls that the writér has
kad numerous requesis for the information
ke offers, _

Sir,—In the leading-article of the S5th
December, 1940, The Times asserted that
the seven millions unemployed in Germany
in 1933 ** brought Hitler to power.” The
consequences of unemployment to the
unemploved, and also” to those whose
occupational security it gravely menaces,
make the prevention of it in the post-war.
period the question of supreme political
importance. . . . Mistaking the cause of
unemployment, many people. assurpe, in-
correctly, that its-cuore depends upon, or

requires money ; either the governmental -

expenditure of money or schemes for
** making work,” or the compulsory trans-

fer of inoney from some producers 1o otlier

producers,

-nonthly.

But, despite the philanthropic nigtitions
of its supporters, the Beveridge plan o4
effect no reaf change in social conditivms
It turns the minds of men away fromy
secking the root cause of unemployment,
and means the return, but on a more
elaborate scale, to the pre-war tinkering
with its cffects. Its extension of - the
unjust device of * feeding the dog with its
own tail,” by direct and veifed indirect
taxation will tend to reduce the social con-
dition of those who command relatively
high returns for their mental or physical
exertion to the level of those whom social
injustice compels to accept low wages.

Yet, broadcasting on the 19th February,
1935, Sir William Beveridge wanted the
cause of unemployment found and re-
moved,  Then, he wged * economists,
government, employers - and  trades’
umions ” to *“take stock frankly of the
facts of unemployment,” to * find the
ace *’ that would remiove its cause and “ to
play it before the game is over,” as ** there
may be no last resort. in which to play it
before we feel its full and catastrophic
effects.” ‘

1 submitted to him * the ace * discover-_
able by Political Econemy when scientifi-
cally pursued-—subsequently printed in a
It would encroach unduly on
your valnable space to discuss ** the ace ”

".in this letter, but T will send a copy of the

article, post free, to your readers who
request it—Yours, etc.,

E. I McManus, r.cuis,

Leaths Cottage, Castle Douglas,
Kirkcudbrightshire.

' {The communication referred to which
Mr McManus sent to Sit William Beveridge
was published in the April, 1935, issue of
Land & Liberry. Typescript copies of this
have been made and may be had on appli-
cation.) o

CITIZEN OF THE WORLD -

A New Biography of Héﬁry George
by Anna George de Mille

AN ENTHUSIASTIC welcome  awaits the
biogiaphy-of “her father, which Mrs de
Mille has written with the title Citizen of
the World, Study of a Personality. Tt will
be a book of about 350 pages.” It is being |

prepared for publication in America. W %
look forward eagerly to learning wher

will be: available for circulation and sa.
Meanwhile, it is appearing in instalments
in the American Journal of Econoniics and
Sociology, published quarterly under grant
from the Robert Schalkenbach Foundation
32 East 29th Street, New York City. The
fourth instalment, January~1943, brings
the story to that stage in the Californian
period which introduced Progress and
Poverty 1o the world. It is a captivating
story:; the appefite is whetted for more.
“In this work,” the Journal says, ** pre-
sented in narrative form to maintain
interest, Mrs de Mille makes available to
Iater students family and other materials
that were not available to Henry George,

"Jr., who: for more than four decades has

remaained George’s standard biographer.
The work-also .incorporates some of the
results of Mrs de Mille’s vears of study of
these materials and of those used by
Henry George, Jr.> . -,
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PALESTINE

In An article contributed to The Freemun
{(New York), March, 1942, judge Bernard
A. Rosenblatt, President of the Palestin
Foundation Fund (Keren Hayesod) of the
U.S.A. utiers a grave warning against the
growth of land culation n Paiestine,
in pd‘mmhm{,s he savs that the latest
information from Palestine seems o in-
dicate that land valnes have already misen
substantiafly since Rommel’s defsat in
Libya. But with the increasing immigration
after the war, which can certainly be pre-
mised, the loried arca of Palestine must
neces alﬂ}/ mcrease nummnensely In price.
The present landlords both Avab and Jew-
ish will reap a harvest which must operate
as an moreasing 1ax upcn EVEY DEWCOINEr
in the country. The Jewish MN: riional Fund
is vitally aﬁi‘ccteﬁ for it would be unable to
purchase Tand at an increasing tempo to
mest the demands of the new mmigration
while land values continue to forge ugw»urd;,

with avery shipload of =mm!,g,1‘ams : the
.f und may in fact be forced into the
awkward position of becoming virtually a
collecting agency for Palestine landlords.

1t is well that a leading authority like
Judee Rosenblatt teaches thislesson and that
he 3o fully appreciates how the question
of land values dominates in all that relates
to land seiiloment. But GOLS not this re-
alisation come rather late in the day?
The land-buying operations of the Jewish
Fund have !onf; ago boosted land prices

{'",
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sky-high trail of land
specilation lics across whole scene,
That the Fund becomes a collecting agency
for Palestine landlords speaks not of the
future mercly but of what has happensd
as well,  Judge Rosenblatt offers as a
specific that which will noi avail as @
remedy-—a tax o appropriate 2l Increrment
tn fand values arising from and after 15t
September, 1939, which incidentally would
requires the almost impossible task of
ascertaining what was the value of cach
picee of laad at that date, and i that
could be acmmp!nhcd e iﬁ;f)pmcé tax
would take only the increased values since
that date, It would leave the already
swollen land values, enhanced to the lmit
before Ist Septernber, 1939, in the hands of
private interests whereby Jabour is deprived
of its Just earnings and the community
loses #s natural revenue. The situation
requirss in Palesiine, as in all counivies,
the straightforward and uwniform levy of
taxation on the value of all land whether
used or not with the corresponding remis-
sion of taxes on trade and indusiry, making
o such discrimination as would depend
upon the value of land having risen mops
in one spoi since a given date than in
another spot.  And the general tax on
fand values failling as i would also on the
vatue of unused land would break up the
speculation in land prices which has always
broughi frustration and distress in ifs
train

and the wi

JOHNMN AMDERSON OF
MONTREAL
It was sad {tidings 4o hear of the puassing
on 4th Aprl &f John Andersosn, of Mon-
ireal) the leader of cur movement in that
city. e was of the finest type of the
followers of Hemry George v oyielding
10 his faith, always helpiig others to follow
his z.mm;}? oif doing something for the
cause,  The help and eacouragement he
gave 1o the formation of ciasses i Montreai
st have spread the light fo hundreds of
young Csnadians.  In hig fast ‘:t*:u‘ o me
some months age he sad, 7 Customs’
tarifis, quotas, etc, are the damnedest
racket over invented to keep the masses in
sublection.” WNo one thought of John as
old, T was surpnsad w0 know he was over
80.. His lovable sereng character kept
Lo always voung ; W is a orivilegs to have
had his friendship.

ASHLEY MITCHELL.

ESSAY COMPETITION

Pressure of other work and bnterruptions
dug to war-time conditions have prevented
the adjudicators from completing  their
exammation in tine for announcing their
awards in this month's issue of Lead &
Liberzy. Thoy regret the postponoiment,
which has bgen wnavoldable, The results
will be reported next month and it 8 gx-
nected that during the monil sach com-
petitor will be acquainted with the results
by post.

SOCIAL SECURITY AND THE LAND QUESTION

A conprnion 18 possible in which there would

be a falr distribotion of wealth, where there

would be 0o undeserved poverty, where employ-
ment would be steady and remmneraiive with
the menace of recurrent indusirial depressions
removed and T insecurity 7 without faull no
fonger t0 be feared. Among the causes that
prevent such a condition from obtaining is a
false snd wrong land tenvre which enables
landholders to monopotize the value of land,
they taking In rend wealth that others produce ;
and to them a price has o be paid for acc
to raw materfaks and to the standing ground
without which pone could live or gam his
sustenance.  We are foolish enpugh o permit
some peonle 1o regard the rent of Tannd as their
privaic property, swrrepdering to them a public
revenue that belongs to ail of us in common
sinee it is we, the peonle, whoe by our eongroga-
fion create . When the payment demanded in
1ent or price for land is more than the would-
be wsers can afford o pay if therr undertaking
Is 1o succeed, the fand lies idle | il excessive
price barrier against use, stopping the
production of what could be produced there,

causing scarcity and  disemploveaent just in®

that measure.  We suffer thai 1o take place
and deliberately aggravate the evil by orecting
furthier barriers in the form of taxes wnposed
on howses and other buildings, on the resulis
of any work doee, on transport and com-
merce and on enlerprise wherever it appears.
By these our own stapid faws operating every-
where, the social ayury done reaches gigantic
proporiiens. 1t ks not from actions in the past,
but from our own act day by day in the present
that we have this most unnatoral and inexcus-
able poverty and unemployment in cur mldsl
To indulge i talk dhmu “andlord v
or i denunciation of other demon
to forget that in oy legistation 5% & democratic
statewe are oursely sibde for a situndion
that could be remedied here and now and made
zood for the future,

[. anrj "‘v*aiaﬁ.c

winn and Free Toade pro-
obtuining for the com-
fand swhich is of right the

f}\umw ihé. rent Qi

‘ensuring

.means and methods are to be qnmimzwu

property “of the community, making possible
the remission of taxation and ]?10C§{!CHLD and
exchange, encouraging the best use og‘]ani and
*fufi emplovment 7 in the real sense
because accompanied by 7 full wages 7 and the
Just distribution of wealth,

We who are convinced that this policy has
all ethical and economic argument behind iy,
that it is fendsmental, urgent, practical and
efficacious can have litthe umhamm in policies

however well infentioned which can do m} :

more than  alleviste mmsforfune
quite obviously accept the i 91‘
poverty in the structure of human society.
In criticizing or rejecting them we can take e
risk of being called obdurate. These policies
are not remedics 1 they are ondy palliatives.
Their oatlock scems (o be ihat the present
dead-devel of wages mrmot he g and
that the only way to lift above it those who are

Lo

below ** bare subsistencs fovel 7 Is 1o subsidize
wages o give l‘LE in fond ot the general

expense, 11 is the © money for social reform 7
sehou! of thought, apparently closed o the
idea that there s any land guestion at 2l or
that rent and taxation have any h:mu
whatever on the problem, State or m
expenditure serving a neadiul puspose as ¢
sufficient ; how the revenus is oblained and
with what repercussions seems to be of litle
O N0 COMSEQUEnces.

An example of this fand of social and
political thought is the hope entertiined 1n the
Beveridge Report on So lLsurance and
the Allied Services that by such means want
may be abolished, the commendable heps
and what we are ail working for. But ag

Litlle is to be expected from atiempts to miti-
gate pove e help in distress by the nse
(-a;md A Wiy wlm_n Ly dis
restrictive, obstiucti angd penslizing offects,
is an actuad cauwse of unemploviment.  Those
who are colling for the ™ implemuntation ”
of the plan have to realize what the * imple-
fmentation 7 bvolve fhe BeCessary u_»um\,
has o be got before thevhenefits can be dis-

of fax revenus obt

pensed 1 i omeans the mmposiiion of greaty
increased taxation right away and in one
SWOOP — Aot apdy  an Incresse  in goners
igxaiton but also additional and
contributions which in the Re oy Jtael
rightly called woll faxes, implicegly i not
explicitly admitied 10 be at the Wimit of wha
many can easily pay.

The plan i first and foramost a iax plan
involving in the contributions alone an exya
sum of £179 060,000 2 year. True, ‘L!wsc nclude
the contributions of empiovers bt the

advocaiss of the pr vpomls aye iww as busy as
g testumony that the cha will not

in

est there,  The greater probability s that i
will be passed on to consumers in higher
prices be g iy fact an indirect {ax, so that
in that way besides by their personal contribae-
tions the hensficiaries will be paving for the
Lehelits

Wmsx giiil and perhaps more sinister 13
e hint in the E{L mt that working peeple
Alt become reeoncifed o the income tax on
sges when they realise that such pavment 1=,
returned 1o them in the * soclal seeur iy ™
would help 1o prowvide. But prasently thi%
aftempl 0 ean uwik revenuefora g EIVED PUFPOSET
will be fost sight of, just as hdmmmd with the
alfocation of the mo m; vebicie duty and peteot
tax to the Boad Fuad, The Chancellor of the
Frcheguer would have one more nel to spread
for any and ev
. i

machmery would be set for a grand shifeof
4 luxdl. d;m ndisiry. o
ns in the lxq;ez! o

much for

how to = widen the bass of taxation.”

11 is an macceptable idea that the proposals
will a ve o U redistribution of the nationsal
ineome 1t is clear that the main purpose is

a redivision of wages among  wags-earners
1hamsthu or it will work out ]mm.ls that
!]1L ’mu i !wi wages in the bulk are
cxaciion of rent
the butk as weit as
ges connot be raised
lLLE\lL and d,;,d! with the primary
g that ithe reat of tand s now being
privately appropristed and access to land i
#ta premign.

ery parpose and the who]e fiscal

g
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Apart from these consi s, there is
the political factor o the six mullon OF nore
persons who are not at present within the
Insirrance Acts, such as the Class 1t of the
Report, the g ,mﬂ!;. Vmp toved other than as
emg)]ay{: s 5 the Clas
working not mmiuih occupled ; oand the
eliher in occupations not yet
State- zmumd or whose wages or salartes are
more than £420 a year. Ihlx large L(‘i‘\iliuﬁllt‘a’
woudd find themselves auuﬁf*ﬁiv roped in for
the compulsory insurance and the card stamp-
ing tax, g section of the people not at present
the most pohitically alivie and whom it may be
a job 1o convioee that they have the prospect
of wmreumtmz bepefits, Fhe povaimment or
the party responsible for this part alse of the
Cimplemeniation ™ will have to be prepared
with good argument 1o keep at the piich the
popular enthusiasm for the plan which &
alleged.

in fine, we shouyld got back at onee to the
fundamental = assumption " withowt which the
Report itself 5 the plan could not hope to
suceeed—the aveidance of mass ancmploy-
ment.  Let un devole our attention to that,
for #f we solve
we succged In preventing the artificial with-
holMing of opportunities for trade and indugtry,
if every faciltiy is afforded for the prodaciion
of all wse HLUJ, free from monopoly tolls and
resiriciive taxation, we shall have a world of
plenty  with just distribution  the enduring
gnaranior of our social and individual security.

(From noies of speeches made a1 meedings in Man-
chester, Stoc rt, Liverpoo! and (litheroe as mentioned
below.  The Clitheroe Advertiser carvied o full column
report, brefer reporis appearing in the Muoanchesrer
Canrdion and the Stockpert Adveriiser

FTHE UNITED COMMITYED FOR THE
TAXATION OF LAND YALUES LT3
4 (}i'{.;‘ii Smith Streei, London, 5W.1
HMon. Treasurer, W. B, Legier | Secroiary,
AL W, DMadsen ;  Assistant  Secrotary,
F. . R, Douglas. {Telephone - Abbey
£663.)

It is gratifying to be abie o report the
arrival, aiter a long wat, of the paper for the
new edition of Progress aad Poveriy publisbed
by the Henry George Foundation. It i3 hoped
that supplu.s will be available dering this
month, The price will be 2y 64, net per copy
or Zs. 9d. by post. 1o connection with this and
aff our pubiication ¢ have 0 ancounce that
in view of inoreased costs it s pecessary o
vary the discounts sliowed 1o the tyade. The
requisite infermation will be given on applica-
tion or hefore orders for supplies i quandity
arg booked.

The fromt page article in fast month's Land
d& Libersy on * Houstng Policy - A Labour
Party Stadement,” was lifted and printed as a
lenflet and 2 special circalation has been given
toil A Hmited supply is avaiiable for further
chistribsition.

As reported elsewhere, It has unfortunuicly
nok been ;m”ebl{. to complete the exanunation
of the Essay mitied for the Henry George
Foundation BEssay Competiion so that the
results could be announced this month, 23

= The resabts wilt be reported in cur

monih we printed the iext of the new
rospoctas of ﬁxc Henry George School of
Social Science which has been printed as a
four-page octave leafior, and can be suitably
foided and addressed for postage wihom need
of an eavelope. We renew our i
readers to arm themselves with copiwes of
Prospecius for such useful distribotion as they
can make of it

The Rergif Chemizi has  given  generous
space 1o correspondence following the publ
H1om N Hs Mmch sz of !‘-fisﬁ Maf; en's article
* Disquisting g 2! Adee Plan 7
{since reprinted o fist), Two letlers ap-
peared in the Aprit issus to which o reply was
apnended. Mr T. Linstead, m.r., 00k up the
controversy in the May issue and an answer is

s IV of other persons of

the vnemployment problem, #

LAND & LIBERTY

betng 0 in the June ssue. 1 has been an
opportunity (o exnplain the policy of E'nd
Value taxation the freedom of
and indusiry as ib2 solvent of the pove w»

problem and the true road to social weliwre,
an opportunity the more welcome because of
the nterest evoked among s professional class
i would otherwise huve been difficult to reach,

EMGLISH LEAG o Frederick Verinder,
Generpl Secreiary, 4 Great Smith Strest,
London, 5.W.1 (Telephone © Abbe}
&6635.)

The attendance &t the Apnual Meeting of
the League, on 25th May, was, owing to war
umd..tmm, smafler than at any of Ws 39 pro-
decessors, but the members present  were
cheerfully looking forward to better tumes.
Mr F.COR. D WAL, DO, BT, IOy

rom the Chair, the adoption of the Annual
R eport Tor 1942-43, reviewed the work of the
past yoar [GE e future opportunitics.
The Report sdopied. Mr H. G, Chancellor,
Hon, Treasorer, warmly welcomed on his
recovery from sertous Hiness, presented the
Audited Accounts of the League for the past
year, which were received and adopted. A
vote of thanks to the Hon. Auditor, Wir Baiph
Young, Ca., A0S, ACW.A, was moved
from the Chair, and carriad unani imously. The
Cenerzl Becretary gnnounced that the Officers
and Execative Commitiee had been re-glocicd,
as 1o new pominations had been made,

A Resolution was unanmimously adopted in
the {ollowing term * That post-war recon-
struction necessitates 3 greater production and
a fairer distribotion of wealth [ thai the
monopoly of land mh;ch obstiucts production
ad the tariffs and other restrictions which
obstruct exchange must be abolished | that an
essential means of securing this Is o do aw ay
with the taxes which fall upon enterprise and
tabour and their products, and to obtain
public revenue from the value of fand which
iy gue o the presence and activities of the
whole comimumiy.

The members

stonod awhile in silence in
menory of | ek Crilby and other nembers
who had recendy passed away, and the meet-
ing closed with g vote of thanks to the chair-
.

=55y js boped that members of the League
wilf be able to HOVE the above resoluiton, or
one on the same lings, at meelings 1o consuder
proposais for post-war reconstruction.

MANCHESTER LEAGUE:  Arthur H,
Weller, 1.7, Secretury, Pytochley, Bean
Leach Road, Oiferion, Stockport.

At the Leagae's Annuai weeting in Man-

29:h officers for the ensuing
YoAr  wWere ch ed by unuaimous voles as
foltows President, v 5. Yere Pearson ;
Vice‘P;midcmsﬂ Mrs Cattersll, Wz Sumner
and Albert Browm ; Hon. Treasurer, [
J. L me Chairman of € i
Cattorall ; wditor, I C. Owen. "
Ronald i%mm] and George Murray u(,{.(.,ﬂl(.d

chester on April

an invitation 10 join the Commitlee.  In s
brief survey of the past vear's activities, the
Secrelary said the moevement had logt two

good Eriends by the Jeath of My William Moble
and Mr TE Wites. The Porcupine, now i Hs
17th vear of publication, continued io be
placed in 32 public reading-rooms m dMan-
chester, Salford and Siockport.  Mr Owen
then presenied g fnancial statement, printed
copies of which had been posted to all the
members,

When the busis
Mre AL W M.«d

crieed f,(f?(’f 1y,

spoke ol ‘wm and  the Ldm}
Cuestion,” ing. Councillor

atr at the lunch-
» April, and @t the meot-
the same

§. Meedoft
houwr meeting on 30in
s i stocky port and O !nhumx, W ;1%. E

speaker d T

fively, 2 o @i' these
interesting appeared in oa  full
column report whed  in the Clitkeroe

Advertiser.

Wontkly 24, Agnual
or Lans Vaiuks, L
v}
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postal subscription 3r (L1
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3.A. and Casads 75 coois).
London, Telephons

Tim P v ipryengarl Paeseedora

Abbey G563,

it F egey

Pub!zs}xﬂﬁ by 'i‘m U’V?»‘EQ i,(wwm' E

A ot metor B e

JUNE, 1943

ndment Lo a resolution of Social
which wus 0 come before the recent

asnuzl conference of the NUIDLAYW. in
Lomi:;m, was adopted by the Preston branch

{ the Union and placed on the agenda, The
mmﬂdz‘ for which Mr W. Lyon was

I
e, pr ){“Q:sﬁ,d 1 remove the cause of
social nsecurity and poverty by means of the
abolition of private property in the land and
its contents, by ul;p;uhtmmﬁ the principle of
tiiﬁ taxaiion of Lmd valn
In his weekly * Leaves from a Journalist’s
fom-book 7 in the Stockporr Express of 13th
May, “The Kler ™ guotes from the current
mumber of the Porcupine 8t some [ength, and
ropeats the Seoretary's offer o send a copy of

How the h people became landiess to
any reader who would forward name and
stamp. A number of applications have singe

been veceived,

Mr [ 35 Owen opened an interesting
discussion on Land Yalues Taxation at the
International Club in Manchester on 1Tith May.

A small display advertisemert has been
placed in the Steckport Express - 130 yon
want o know the answers o arguments for
or agamnst Fascism, Comsmenism, Beveridaism,
The Henry Georse School of Social

s you a Free Lorrespondence

o, ‘:?

e, Wi s.l\’é Eo# Prospecius to A, HL Weller
LIVERPOOL LEAGUE: Correspondence
Secretury, Miss N, McGovern, 74

Osmasten Road, Prenton, Birkenhead.

At the mesting address by
Madsen in the Adel Inhi Hotel, Li erpool, on
tst May, approximately 30 members atended.
Fhe subject wa “ Social Security and the
Land Question,” Mr Curzon Mewhouse pre-
siding, Questions and  discussion  aroused
mmh en timsmw The vrgeni nesd for further
qas stressed. Since the meeling,
es of Mr Madsen's address
ave beon circulated 1o several hundred now
contacts i the Liverpool arca inviting their -
cloger interest,

Other meetings @ On 30th M by Curzon

ewhouse, Merseyside Young Friends st the
Friends’ Muﬁng Honse, Arunde] Avenue, on
“ Taxation of [:md Yalues 71 on 3tst May,
My Mewhouse on " The Futlity of Pacifisr—
without Reform,” at the Friends' lnstitute,
47 1slington, under the auspices of the Mersey-
side Pacifist Group,

FTwo Study Cheles are carrving on owell :
Blundelisands  Disivict, mests cach  Friday,
feader Mr J. W. Foley, 13 Prvercst Road,
Liverpool 23 ; Livorpoot District, meets each
Sunday, leader Mr. G Biller, 31 Corwen
Crescent, Liverpool 14,

It | boen arranged to display two large
posters on Mersey Platform  ouitlining  the
method of ihe Henry George School of Social
Science with mention of where the Books can
be obtained. Members are asked o do their
best dp encourage these study circles in their
own districts. AR detuils can be obtained
from the above w!drum or from 4 Great Bmith
Street, London,

Mr A ¢ addressed op 16th May
the Clasgow Universily Studenis Iaternational

Club on " Henry George's Life and Workl”

The gathoring  ncluded members from a
mymber of Batons ml races ' 13
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