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Getting Used fo ¥

Speaking at Oxford on 15th May, Siv William
Beveridge, chairman of the Unemployment Insurance
Statutory Committes, said that the country must get
used to the idea of having a million and a half
unemployed. It was probable that during the next
sight vears the unemployed would fluctuate “somewhere
about 16§ per cent, and less after that. :

Sir William Beveradgﬁ is one of the leading lights of
the London School of Beonomics, and in pre-war days
wrote a book on upemployment. The only contri-
bution he appears to be able to make to the solution of
the problem is to say : ““ I do not think we know nearly
enough about the unemployment in the mduqtrleq in
what localities they are, and the individual cases.’

Apparently there are no economic principles to be
apphied. We must go on collecting statistics in the
hope that some day some one will put a meaning to
them.

Does it not cecor to Sir William that the creation of
monopolies in the production and selling of many articles
such as milk, potatoes, sugar, steel and so on for the
purpose of curtailing supplies and raising prices must lead
to unemployment ? Does it not oeeur to him that
tariffs, guotas and restrictions for preventing the free
flow of trade and raising prices must create vmemploy-
ment ¢ Does it not occur to him that the holding out
of use of land, without which nothing can be produced,
must lead to uvnemployment ?  Or must one and a half
millien people remain unemployed in order that a few
people may exploit the rest of the community %

Memorial fo EKing George

The King George National Memorial Fund has
annhounced that the memorial is to take the form of
playing fields in towns and villages all over the country
and a statue on a site adjoining Westminster Abbey.
Lord MacMillan, the chairman of the Executive Com-
mittee, stated that the scheme had the great advantage
that if the funds were adequate the benefit would be
distributed throughout the country. He added: “ 1t
has also the gre at advantage that it will attract gifts
of land as well as money, we hope. There must be many
landowners at the present time who are finding land-
owning a liability rather than an asset. This will be an
incomparable opportunity for them.”

It will be interesting to see whether the landowners
wail to see whether the funds are a.dequate to purchase
their land apd thuns afford them an “ incomparable
opportunity ” of getting a good price or whether they
will donate land to the fund. It is somewhat unusual
to find any talk of land being a liability when there
is a possibility of public purchase. Only when there is
a prospect of taxation is it a liahility ; otherwise it is a
most valuable asset.

Doubts aboat De-rating

In recent monthy a number of local authorities have
expressed anxiety about the system of de-rating which
has exempted agricultural land completely from loeal

taxation and factories and railways to the extent of
three-quarters. 1t is significant to see this matter
referred in the presidential address of Mr Leonard Lyle
at the annual conference of the National Chamber of .
Trade on 18tk May. Mr Lyle said that a substantial
body of opinion was in favour of revision. He referred
to the tariff protection enjoyved by many industries and
to the inequity to other ratepayers of casting on them
the burden of rates formerly borne by the de-rated
industries, The additional burdens imposed upen local
anthorities by Parliament and the decisions regarding
the liability of railway companies for rates were other
reasons why the whole basis of rating should be thoroughly
investipated.

Although no positive suggestion was made for reform,
we welcome this evidence that the question of local rating
is seriously exercising men’s minds. The more it is
considered the more evident it will become that the
rating of land-values is the only practicable alternative.

A Tory Leader’s Protest

Lagt. month we reported, in part, the outspoken
declaration by Sir Benjamin Dawson, on 24th April,
speaking as Chajrman of the Bradford Conservative
Association. He condemned the Government and the
Conservative Party and the Churches of all denomina-
tions for their great silence regarding the poverty
caused by unemployment. He said that the time
would come when great personal wealth, if there was
poverty in the land, would be considered a sure passage
to eternal damnpation. Sir Benjamin’s philosophy is
at fault, for it is not a case for censuring anyone for
being super-wealthy, as if his wealth were the cause of
his neighbours” poverty—as if he were criminally com-
mmtmg a theft deserving that his soul be consigned to
everlasting Hell. Tt is right enough to call the Govern-
ment, the Conservative Party and the Churches to account
for the conditions that divide wealth so unequally, bat
in blaming the beneficiaries Sir Benjamin is no further
advanced in thought than those who have heretofore
attributed poverty and unemployment to the laziness,
incompetence, or the thriftlessness of the victims. What
is his own solution ! Tt comes appropriately enough
from a Conservative leader, who has thus eased his
congcience by so much blowing off of steam. He says
—reduce the hours of work so 28 to * divide the available
work among the workers,” but to keep up the standard
of living ** there must be no reduction of wages.”

More Work or Less Renf ?

We pass on to Sir Benjamin the strictures he has laid
upon others—that visiting the slums of Leeds as he did,
he iz just ag guilty a member of the conspiracy of silence
as anyone else. He must know the enormous tribute
the inhabitants there have to pay for the use of land.
He must know that even if the specific of  spreading
out the available amount of work " could provide
employment for the wnemployed without loss to the
cmployed, the rent of land would not be reduced by one
penny. On the contrary, for permission to work
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somewhere or anywhere, or to live in any spot, the
labourer must first come to terms with the owner of
land—and always.

Very charitable are those who would “ give work ”
to those who need it in order to buy bread. 1t never
oveurs to them, apparently, that if yon own the ground
on which the work must proceed, the rent of it will keep
you comfortably outside the labour exchanges and not
ticketed as one of the unemployed, although you work
not at all. Sir Benjamin thinks in terms of a society
that has no parasitism in if, no monopoly, no privilege
and no injustice, taking now from the people and from
the producers of wealth that which rightfully belongs
to them. The land question--no, the Conservatives
are not talking abount that ; nor mayhap the Churches,
and certainly not the present Government. What.about
Sir Benjamin ? Instead of denouncing the laws that
protect and endow the land monopoly and that cause
the poverty, which is an institutional eause, this mentor
takes safety in flight—curb your acquisitiveness you who
grow wealthy, even in your sleep; and as for the
unemployed, write on the banners * it’s more work we
want !’ Sir Benjamin is to be envied when, secing
further, he catches the glimpse of the laughing waters
lit by the sunshine of economic freedom. -We hope he
may yet get that inspiration.

Question Time

Under this heading The New English Weekly, the
organ of the Social Credit movement, answers the
inquiries of those who are endeavouring to understand
its policy. In its issue of 7th May the following question
and answer appear under the heading * Land 7 :—

How would you deal with profitecring in land
values ? '

The introduction of the Social Credit Proposals
would, in Major Douglas’s view, as expressed in
the Draft Social Credit Scheme for Scofland,
necessitate the State (or the Crown) re-asserting its
theoretical right to the whole of the land, by pro-
hibiting its passing from one person to another by
sale, except through a Land Office empowered to
determine whether and upon what terms the
transfer would be allowed. .

Such Office might operate somewhat as the
Inland Revenne now operates, legal title requiring
the Land Office stamp in addition to the impression
of the stamp duty required by law.

This seems to be the stock answer which advocates
of social credit give to those who ask how the benefits
(if any) of that policy can be prevented from passing
to the landowner in the shape of higher land values,
It is hardly necessary to point out that the gmestion. is
not answered. The proposal of preventing people from
selling land merely means that it will remain in the
hands of its present owners, but it contains no means of
preventing them from realizing higher values by means
of higher rents. The two or three large landlords, for
instance, who practically own the whole of Cardiff will
not be perturbed at this proposal. So long as they
have the land and can draw its rent, they will not mind
much if they are told that they must not sell it to
someone else.

TWO NEW PAMPELETS
TEE STUDY OF PoLrricar EcoNoMy
By Henry George

LAND AND Taxation: A Conversation between
Henry George and David Dudley Field
Prioe—ONE PENNY BACH

“

SPEAKER’S NOTE BOOK

The King George Memorial.  One of the sites suggested
for a statue to King George V. was Abingdon Street,
Westminster, across the road from the House of Lovds.
It iz a row of very old houses. In the House of Com-
mons, 16th May, Sir William Davidson urging the
Parlinment Sguare site for preference said thai the
Abingdon Street scheme would cost nearly half-a-million.
For the houses ¢ We think not. Tt is pure land value.

Builders Know It. Five reasons were given by Sir
Thomas Keens (Daily Express, 6th May) for the reduced
profits in 1935 of the Ideal Building and Land Develop-
ment Company. The first was the rapid rise in land
values. Sir Thomas agreed that the peak demand for
houses had been reached in certain arecas., He means,
at the prices that are demanded for them. It is the
“land boom ' again. The land speculator with hig
five.league boots has overtaken the builder and so the
depression sets in.

The Highlands Problem. The @lasgow Herald of
14th May says that the problem of the Highlands has
been engaging the attention of the Secretary for Scotland,
Sir Godfrey Collins, and Highland M.Ps. are giving their
minds seriously to constructive suggestions. New ideas
will be welcomed as distinet from the mere paying out of
Government grants. Here is one; at least it is a hint,
and it comes from Mr William Adamson, Sir Godfrey’s
predecessor in office. When asked in the House of
Commeons, Fth May, why no part of the large quantity
of land reported by the Committee on Deer Forests as
suitable for smallholdings had heen made available,
the answer was Decause ¥ costs too much money.

Contrasis wp North. The tales about the distress in
the Highlands of Scotland cannot all be true.  We note
in the (lasgow Herald, 16th May, that the sale of the
sporting estate of Dunlossit, Islay, is advertised—
14,450 acres at £23,000 with a small mansion house.z
The buyer has the prospect of bagging 600 grouse, ten
stags, 500 wild pheasants, and varied shooting. He will
own salmon and sea trout fishing, also & fishing lodge,
also hotels, cottages, shops, twelve farms and a rental of
£1,680.—It seems a rich island but still the desperate
conditions of the people—the ordinary people—in these
parts speak for a hearing.

Man Proposes bul the (Land) Lord Disposes. The
Curnock Town Council were given powers some fime
hack to acquire land in Car Road compulsorily from the
estate of Lord Bute (Messrs Mountjoy Ltd.) for erecting
100 houses. The Ministry of Health wish, for a better
lay-cut, that only 80 houses be erected. So more land
is needed and the Council request 5 additional acres
from his lordship, the Marquis, but he arrogantly replied
through his factor to the effect that it is not his pleasure
to consider the application before the houses are erected.
Tall of dictatorship. The Council have no alternative
but 0 go to the expense and trouble of compulsory
purchase, if their request of the lord of the earth is not
granted.—See the Glasgow Herald, 13th May. Poor,
radical, ill-housed Scotland ; what arguments it provides
for a drasgtic measvre of land-value taxation.

The Erconomic Plonning Mad Hatier. The Glasgow
Chamber of Commerce Monthly Journal, May issue, must
be pulling someone’s leg or it thinks its readers are
absolutely dense, Tt praises the natural advantages of
Secotland, its rich and varied scil, its large coal reserves,

I its splendid sea fisheries, its access to the great market of

Seuthern England, and soon. Then comes the banality :
* That a country possessing these splendid advantages
should have -dietressed areas, rural depopulation, an
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unemployment rate of well over 20 per cent, and a public
assistance burden twice as heavy ag that of England is ¢
very serious reflection on Scotland’s organizing capacity.
The italics are ours,

On the Fringe of London. The West Middleses
@azette, 18th April, supplies this item for our Speakers’
Note Book : * It is not many years ago that the sugges-
tion that an acre of land at Greenford would be worth
nearly £2,0060 would have been laughed at. The
modernization of the district has progressed by leaps
and bounds, and with each leap or bound the price of
land has increased. Fight acres have just been bought
in Greenford for a sum approaching £16,000 as a site for
the ercction of houses.” And not a penny in local
taxation being paid by the proprietors while they were
thus growing rich  in their sleep.”

Feeds—A scheme denounced.  The Yorkshire Evening
News and the Leeds Mercury have plentifully déseribed
the proposed land deal which the Leeds City Council
nearly completed for 370 acres lying out at Cookridge,
at a price of £56,275. So many public protests were
made against this extravagant figure, that although the
City Council early in March confirmed a recommendation
for the purchase, the Conservative majority have since
met and have decided to rescind the resolution. Alder-
man (. V. Walker, the Conservative leader of the
Clonncil, stated (Leeds Mercury, 17th March) that  the
original intention in seeking to acquire these sites was
not to make use of them immediately for housing or for
any other purpose of the Corporation but to hold them
for development at some future date.” In fact it was
to have been a case of municipal land speculation, as
injurious to the public weal as any private speculation.
It is farm land and this blight is now upeon it in any case.
The Council is condemned as enemies of the people
which plays at this game when it should be demanding
the right and the power to end this traffic, as it would be
destroyed if public taxation was levied on the true value
of the land. 7Till then, Leeds and all our towns and
cities will be ring-fenced by monopoly.

Cambridge Colleges.—Purchases of estates by two
Cambridge Colleges are referred to in Country Life (21st
March). Trinity College has bought Shellwood Manor,
an estate of 400 acres near Dorking, and Peterborough
has purchased an estate on. the Dorset coast not far from
Bridport. Reference is made to the fact that a farm
belonging to the colleges of Gonville and Caius whose
rental value in 1534 was £9 12s., now brings in an

income of £150. No doubt they have some expectation

that the present purchases will have similar happy
results for their revenues. But has not the time
arrived when these seats of learning should pay some
heed to the fact that land values are not due to the
owners of land but to the community, and that the
community will one day claim its rights ¢

Porrspapw’s Housmng PROBLEM

At a meeting of Portslade (Sussex) Urban District
Council on 12th May a proposal to repurchase some
land adjoining the cemetery which had recently been
sold by the council was discussed. Mr Lees Said

{according to the West Sussex (Fazetfe) that it was the-

only centrally sitnated land available. There were over
200 houses empty in the urban district beeause tenants
could not afford to pay the rents demanded. Major
Whitehead caleulated that  would cost them £8,500
t6 repurchase the land or something like £10 a foot front-
age. They could not build council houses at that figure.
Mr Yorke said ithat for many vears the land had not
broughi. in mors than £20 a year. The proposal was
defeated. : i ’

THE
FORTHCOMING INTERNATIONAL

invitation to All Our Readers

Ag already anmounced in Land & Liberty, the Fifth
International Conference to Promote Land Value
Taxation and Free Trade will be held in London
on 2nd to 5th September, 1936. Most cordially we
seek your sympathetic interest and support.

The plans for the Conference are now being
prepared by the Arrangements Committee and the
complete programme will be issued in due course.

The Conference meets at a time when the minds
of all the peoples are affrighted by the spectre of war.
Never was there a greater call for action to those who
insist that this dread terror can only be banished,
and the path to peace and prosperity only found, if
natural resources are thrown open to all men without
distinction of race or nationslity, enabling them to
produce, enjoy, and exchange the fruits of their
labour free from penalty or exaction.

Nothing is clearer than that the twin ourges of the
human family are poverty and war ; and poverty as
well as war is the result of economic dislocations
which are unnatural and unnecessary.

Therefore, the leading feature of the Conference
will be the sessions on the “* Feonomie Causes of War
and Industrial Depression.”” Invitations will be
issued fo societies and organizations standing for
peacoe and social reform who, even if they do not send
delegates to hear a fuoller exposition, will have
presented to them a concise statement of our case in
the literature accompanying the invitation.

Ancther important feature will be the sessions on
the * Praectical Application of the ZLand Value
Policy,” with illugtrations from experience in New
Zealand, Australia, South Africa, Western Canada,
Denmark, Pittsburgh and ofher places, To these
sessions delegates will be invited from municipalities
and associafions of local authorities, among them the
many British cities and towns that have joined in
demanding the necessary legislation.

The Henry George Commemoration will be cele-
brated on the anniversary of his birth, 2nd September.
Other sessions will be devoted to the status and
development of the movement in all the various
countries and on the educational work that is being
done and should be done to promote it. Papers rele-
vant to the subjects dealt with at each. of the sessions
ag above will be presented for discussion.

The General Meeting of the members of the Inter-

national Union, who are the conveners of the Conference
and responsible for its official declarations, will take
place on 4th September. :
" The special object of this preliminary letter is
to enlist your adherence in advance because it will be of
the greatest assistance to the Arrangements Cornmittee
to have the register of members (both attending and
non-attending) cornpiled as soon as possible.

The Conference Membership fee is Tem Shillings,
which may be sent now or at a later date, if more
convenient. Membership fee for the Conference
entifles you to one year’s membership of the Imber-
national Union itself, if it is your wish to join the
Union. ‘

Your interest is alse sought in the matter of the
expenses the Conference will invelve, for which the
Union will be responsible, and any special donation
you may be able to give towards the funds of the
Union will be greatly appreciated. :

Remittances may be made payable to the Treasurer,
Mr Ashley Mitchell, 94 Petty France, London, BW. L

® * *

Invitation as above has been sent by letier post to all
readers on office mailing Wsts. It is addressed now by
this reprint to all others as well, who are asked to accept
the invitation as personal to them.
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THE ARMS RACE

Call it what we may, it is evident that another era of
competition in armaments bas cowmenced. In this
country a new Ministry has been created for the purpose
of expanding our preparations for war on a large scale
and with the utmost rapidity. In other countries
similar preparations are taking place. Yet the whole
idea of war is abhorrent to the ordinary man. Is there
one of us who would cast a vote for it if the gquestion were
put to him ¢

Preparations for war of such magnitude n:nply an
acube apprehension of its imminence. Wars do not take
place without causes. If governments believe that
forces are at work which are likely to lead to war, it is
their imperative duty to work for the removal of the
eansges and to build up armaments will certainly not do
that. . On the confrary it withdraws attention from the
causes and inereases the likelihood of conflict.

What are the causes ¢ Partly perhaps the desire for
prestige, the longing for power, or in biunt language a
species of national vanity. But it may well be doubted
whether this in itself is sufficient to determine any people
t0 resorlt to war, unless it were backed up by other
arguments. These other arguments are mainly econo-
mic. They are the plea of overpopulamon that certain
countries are unable to provide from their own resources
food and livelihood for their people, that acoess to raw
materials is denied them, and that opportunity for
emigration is lacking.

That genuine overpopulatlon need exist we entirely
deny. The Malthusian theory sounded plausible a
hundred years ago, but in the light of the facts of to-day
it is nonsensical. The tide has turned in the other
direction and the complaint now is of overproduction,
crystallized in the paradoxical phrase that “* we are poor
because we produce too much.”

If people are starving now it is not because Nafure is
niggardly, but because man-made institutions prevent
men from availing themselves of the bounties of Nature.
Tiven in the ’forties, when Irish peasants were starving,
the corn that might have fed them was exported to pay
the rent of English landlords. If people are starving
to-day, is it not still in order to keep up rent for land-
lords ¢ In this country the price of most important
foodstuffs has been raised for this purpose.
and Germany high tariffs are in some cases raising the
price of feod to double the world price,

Moreover, can any of these countries complain of
overpopulation while there are great estates held by a
small minority of the population, employing relatively
few people and producing much less than could be
produced by intensive cultivation in small farms ¢

In France -

"That overpopulation is not the cause of poverty is
self-evident when we compare one country with another.
The need- for expansion is claimed on behalf of Ttaly,
Germany, and Japan. But Great Britain is much more
densely populated than Germany. Is Britain over-
popalated, and must we also’strive for still more colonies
as a remedy ! Take on the.other hand the United
States where unemployment is rampant, but does any-
one allege that the United States is overpopulated !

It is, therefore, clear that the first duty of every
government is to take steps to secure the development of
the natural resources of its own country, to give its
people the opportunity of working them, and to ensure
that their value is shared by all its mhabitants. The
building of colossal armies, navies and air forces will do
nothing to help in this. On the contrary it can only
impose heavier burdens upon those who are suffering
from the effects of present economic maladjustments,
and increase the unrest that leads to war.

But it may be said that some counfries are highly

dependent upon raw materials which can only be
obtained abroad. This is true, but true in greater or
or Jess degree of all countries. There is none which is
not dependent for some of the raw materials of modern
industry upon other countries. The first step is
evidently to break down the tariff barriers which in
many cages are preventing the purchase of materials
in which a country is deficient, and which in all cases
are accentuating the diffienlty of international pay-
ment. Quotas and exchange restrictions must also go,
for they are simply adding to the shortage of essential
imports.
- Nevertheless, it is not sufficient to remove the barriers
upon trade, while the production of raw materials may
be curtailed in the exporting counfries and excessive
prices demanded for them. We know that in fact the
export of materials has in some cases been hindered by
the imposition of export duties.
tion schemes have been instituted to curtail the supply
and raise the price of commodities. Notable examples
are tin, copper and rubber. Attempts have also been
made at various times to control the supply of potash,
nitrates, lead and other articles. Although the competi-
tion of substitutes or supplies from outside the combine
have put a limit upon the increase in price, such schemes
are clearly detrimental to the peneral interest not only
of the countries which are deficient in such materials
but of the majority of the people in the countries of
supply. All such restrictions should be abolished.

Finally we come to the restriction of production by
reason of denial of opportunity to exploit natural
resources. Jn some oases monopolistic concessions
have been granted, and io all cases the system of private
land monnpoly puts the power to control the use of
patural resources in the ha 11(1% of the fortunate few who
are the owners of them.

The primary efiect of this is to impoverish the mass of
the people in the country concerned, but its secondary
effect is to curtail the supply of raw materials for export.

The transfer of colonial posseasions from one country
to another will not put an end to this, for all countries
(except Russia) in greater or less degree uphold the
syatem of private monopoly of land.

The nations must be brought to realize that the world
is economically one country. This need not detract
from national independence. Kach country may pre-
serve the form of government which it prefers. But

each must learn that in upholding a monopolistic
regime, based upon monopoly of land and fortified by
tariffs, quotas, and restrictions upon the production
and exchancre of commodities it is inflicting an injury

In other cases restric- .
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in major degree upon its own people and in lesser degree
upon the peoples of all countries. F.C.R. D

HOW THE NATION IS TAXED

The Financial Statement issued on DBudget day,
21st April, estimated the revenme for 1936-37 at
£768,381,000 plus £26,500,000 from motor vehicle duties
apportioned to the Road Fund, equals altogether
£824 881,000. The main heads of this revenue were
shown officially as follows :—

£
Iniand Revenue e ven ven 433,000,000
Clustoms and Exeise—
Castoms ... ... £207,525,000
Hxeiso . 110,000,000
Total Customs and Excise ———— 317,525,000
Motor Vehicle Duties—
Ixchequer Share... 5,000,000
Apportioned to Road
Fund ... . 26,500,000
_ 31,500,000
Post Office net receipts . 11,256,000
Other revenues: From Crown Lands .
(£1,350,000) ; from sundry loans
(£5,000,000) ; Miscellaneous (£20,000,000) °
and surplus transferred from Road Fund
(£5,250,000) ... v 31,606,000

£824,881,000

A further analysis of these figures shows how much will
be derived from taxation of a direct nature and how much
from indirect taxation, including in the latter the profit
of the Post Office which is virtually a tax levied by a
State monopoly on the consumer. The total tax-
revenue is thus made up —

From Faxms oF A4 Dmuor NATURE,

£

Income and Sur-Tax ... 315,500,060

Estate Duties ... 89,000,006

The old {1692} ““ Land Tax ™’ 750,000
Recovery of arrears of fax on excess profits

and Corporation profits (now repealed) 750,000

Total Direct Taxes £406,000,000

On Transport— £
Duties on motor spirit and
oils e £48,000,000+

Vehicle Duties 31,500,000

————e— 79,500,000

On. Spirits, Wine and Beer, including licences 107,215,000

On Tobacco ... 78,150,000

On Entertainments . . e . 7,400,000
All other Customs and FExcise, including
£34,700,000 for the new General Tariff and
Ottawa duties ; also £21,730,000 on tea,
sugar, etc. (‘“Breakfast Table” duties);
also £5,000,000 on Enports from Irish Free

State ; also silk, matches, ete. ete. 76,760,060

Stamp duties ... 27,000,000

Profit on the Post Office 11,256,000

387,281,000

Total Indirect Taxes ...
.. 406,000,000

Add Direct Taxes

£793,281,000

Toran Tax RuvENve

"The indirect taxes will make up 48% per cent of
total tax revenue as compared (by the same clagsifica-
tion) with 43 per cent in 1930-31 before protectionist

* This figure includes the tax on kerosene, Iubﬂca.tingioiiﬁ
and other oils not necessarily used for transport, the revenue
from which in 1235.36 was about £2,500,000.
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policy imposed its new burdens on trade and the con-
sumer., And into this reckoning iz not taken those
extra taxes which although they do not pass through the
Treasury are nevertheless a burden on the consumer ;
the wheat levy, for instance, and the increased prices
arbitrarily brought about for the sake of producers and
at the cost of consumers by the marketing schemes for
bacon, potatoes, hops and milk.

Total taxation in 1936-37 at £793,281,000 i £71,219,000
more than it was in 1934-35.

ERRATUM.—In last month’s issue, page 70,
first column, line 5, for £517,000,000 read £317,000,000.

FACTS ABOUT COAL MINES
By C. A. Gardner

South Wales is well represented in its publie adminis-
tration by men and women who support the prineciple of
the taxation of land values, and it has to be admitted
that there is no area of this country that has had more
grievous cause for protest against the unjust exactions
of the landowners. Despite the severe industrial

depression which has thrown over 200,000 out of employ-

ment, and the consequent heavily increased burdens of
the local authorities, the landowners continue to exact
their unjust toll from the efforts of the community.

A remarkable indictment i3 made against them in the
lately published veport of the Statistics of the Mining
Industry for 1935. One of the  shibboleths *’ most
frequently heard these days is that the burdens of high
rates are strangling indusiry, but-the outstanding facts
of this report under two headings show how misleading
this cry is. ‘

Taling the seven largest coalfields in this country
we find that the amounts contributed towards: local
rates is less than one penny per ton, while the amount
contributed to rents and royalties reaches in South
Wales nearly eightpence per fon !

The details will make interesting reading :—

RATES RovALTIES
PER TON. PER TON,
d. £ d. £
Derbyshire 071 33,202 414 194,877
Durham ... v (81---105,392 519%— 672,625
Scotland ... e 27— 33735 5'65— 694,690
South Wales . 1-35—193,176 7-50—1,077,310
Lancashire and
Cheshire eer 73— 42,348 508— 292,968
Northumberland ... (-58— 33,732 512-— 295,531
Yorkshire ... 1:02—176,945 4-55— 784,771
TOTALS £618,620 £4.012,772

Therefore, with all the multifarious expenditure that
has to be borne by the various public authorities, County
and Borough, Urban, District and Parish Councils, the
whole amount confributed towards local rates in the
seven largest coalfields only amounts to £618,620 while
the unjust landowner demands from the industry, even
in these times of dire disiress no less than £4.012,772.

South Wales has a very special grievance in the fact
that while the average of rent and royalty in the whole
country is about sixpence per ton, in South Wales the
average is about eightpence per ton.

A Free Copy of “Land & Liberty ” is an invita-
tion to become a Subscriber. 2d. monthly :
by Post 2s. 6d. a Year. :
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IN PARLIAMENT

FINANCE BILL

In the debate on the Second Reading of the Finance
Bill on 20th May, Mr H. G. McGhee (Lab.) said: My
view is that those who own the country ought to pay
for its defence. After all, the great mass of the people
of this country own hardly a square yard of this land,
The Chancellor of the Exchequer told us this afternoon
that we could not possibly find money for increased
social services. His predecessor in that - cffice told us
that if we liked to pay a 3d. tax on land values we could
raise £60,000,000 at once. This huge source of revenue
from land values created by the community ought to
be taxed to pay for this huge expenditure. After all,
it is their country, they own it, and they ought to be
expected to pay a considerable proportion for ite de-
fence. The Chancellor of the Exchequer takes the other
way. He has taken the Road Fund, increased the taxes
on’ the commodities of the poor people and imposed
additional Income Tax ; but that untaxed source of
land values he never thinks of touching. - Here are huge
resources which he could usefully tax and which could
have widespread effects, other than as a mere fiscal
reform, in bringing some measure of happiness ‘and
prosperity to the people of this country.

TITHYE BILL

" In the discussion on the Money Resolution, 22nd May,
Mr McLaren (Labour) said : During the War because
the German submarines saw to it there was no foreign
competition. Having a restricted market, prices rose,
and the tithe rose, but on the top of all that this House
passed the Comn Production Act, 1917, giving to the
farmers a guaranteed price for corn.
ag the result of the guaranteed price which was fixed in
1917 ¢ The values of the land rose. Landowners went
to their tenants and compelled them to buy the land
practically at the point of the pistol daring the rule of the
Corn Production Act. They told the people that they
had either to buy the land or get out, and many of these
people who had been associated with land for years,
bought the land at the high prices established by the
Corn Production Act ruling at that time. It was one
of the most vicious chapters in the history of landlordism
in this country. The occupiers, taking over their land
because there was no alternative except to get cut, had to
pay extortionate prices created by the action of this
House in passing the Corn Production Act.

‘When we removed the Corn Production Act in 1922
down came the value of the land. The security given to
the landlord disappeared and the value of the land
dropped, but these small men were held to the price
they had promised to pay and were mortgaged up to the
hilt. They were faced not merely with the high prices
which they had to pay for the land which was heavily
mortgaged, but with the heavy indemnity of the tithe
renfcharge,

We are proposing not to standardize tithe but to put an
end to the existence of tithe by the method so long
adopted in this House of compensating the brigands who

have been filching money out of the public pockets all

these conturies. This is a very serious affair. If the
truth were spoken bluntly in this House, it is not the
tithe-owners who should receive compensation but the
people who for all these years have been paying tribute.

CROWN PROPERTIES, WHITEHALL

The lands upon which the new Government offices
in Whitehall are to be built are being transferred by the

‘What happened.

Commissioners of Crown Lands for a capital sum of
£1.355,500. ,

In reply to a question by -Mr Will Thorne on 14th
May, Mr Elliot (Minister of ‘Agriculture) said: The
annual rack rent paid to the Commissioners of Crown
Lands for Montagu House (which is held under a build-
ing lease granted as long ago as 1870}, Gwydyr House,
Richmond Terrace and mews, and 85, Whitehall, is
£14.5363 53. The annual value of these properties upon
which rates, or contributions in lieu of rates, are paid
is £13,358.

(The price is therefore over 101 years’ purchase of the
value on which rates are paid.)

RATING SYSTEM

My Holling asked the Minister of Health, on 7th May,
whether he isx aware that a conference has been held
in Stoke-on-Trent, when representatives from 60 local
authorities were present, to consider the present rating
system, and passed a resolution expressing the opinion
that the existing system is inequitable and should be
carefully considered in all its aspects, including the
question of land values, and amended to meet present-
day conditions ; and whether he will be prepared to
receive a deputation from the local authorities on the
subject of the resolution ?

Commander Southby: I have been asked to reply.
My right hon. Friend is aware of this resolution. He
will, of course, be prepared to consider any representa-
tions in support of the resolution which the local authori-
ties may wish to make, but he does not think that at
present any useful purpose would be served by a
deputation.

LONDON LAND VALUES

Mr McLaren asked the Minister of Health, on 14¢h
May, whether he is aware that, owing to the develop-
ment works and general improvements now being
undertaken by railway companies, the London County
Council, and other city and borough councils, con-
siderable speculation is now taking place in the increas-
ing land values contiguous to these works ; and whether
he will take steps to recover these increasing values by
authorizing local authorities to impose a special rate
on land values 2 ‘

Sir K. Wood : No, 8ir. The rafing system is regu-
lated by Statute and I have no power to take the action
suggested.

Mr. A, Williams Price writes -—

1 have spent another day tramping along the Ceiriog Valley,
with my tracts and leaflets ; 1 ptaced a smali assortment, together
with a coupls of copies of Henry George's fustice the Object, in
the Ceiriog Institute and Library. The history and the condition
of this area present a summary of the general history and
condition of Wales : most of the Land Enclosares, the eviction
of the independent peasantry, the erection of “ the stately
homes,” the provision of workhouses, and the construction of
gaols and asylums came after 1700

Sianding on the hillside, surveying the winding, babbling river
and the glades devoted to game, sacred game, the lines of
(Goldsmith rise to my lips and unconsciously I repeat them aloud :

* The man of wealth and pride

Takes up a space that many poor supplied ;

Space for his lake, his park’s extended bounds,

Space for his horses, equipage, and hounds ;

Fhe tobe that wraps his imbs in silken sloth

Has robbed the neighbouring fields of half their growth ;

His seat, where solitary sports are seen,

Indignant spurns the cottage from the green.”

The group of lads playing with a ball on the road overheard
me, and I might have had to tender them some explanation for
my cuatburst ; at the moment a motor-cyclist scattered the group,
and I withdrew.
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L. W. ZIMMERMAN

By the death in his cightieth year of Mr Lawrence W.
Zimmerman the Movement for the Taxation of Land
Values has lost a zealous and able advocate. He was
born in Liverpool and later came to Manchester where
he was the manager of a life assurance office. He was
in general political questions a Liberal, but he devoted
himself particularly to land reform and the taxation of
land values, and on this subject he made many spesches.
He gave a paper on land value taxation to the British
Association and wrote many articles as well as a small
book, published in 1904 with an introduction by Mr
Charles P. Trevelyan entitled The Taxation of Land
Valuszs, based upon an address to the Manchester
Statistical Society and dealing mainly with the question
of local rating,

1t was largely owing to his energy that Mr (now My
Justice) Horridge was selected as Liberal candidate for
Toast Manchester in 1906 and .defeated Mr Balfour, the
leader of the Conservative Party. In 1910 Mr Zimmer-
man was invited to contest this seat, but he stood aside
in favour of Mr J. E. Sutton, the Labour candidate.

He presided at the Manchester Land Values Confer-
ence in 1910, and was closely associated with the work
of the Manchester Land Values League. He was one
of the now small band of those who had been personally
acquainted with Henry George, and some two years
ago he gave to members of the league his personal
reminiscences of this contact.

JOHN GORDON

Once more it falls to be recorded that the Land Values
movement in Glasgow is mourning the loss of one of its
most highly esteemed supporters. Mr John Gordon
passed away on the 18th May at a ripe old age. after the
largor part of a lifetime’s association with the activities
of the Scottish League. Apart from his abounding
enthusiasm for the cause of land reform and free trade,
and his clear understanding of fundamental principles in
political economy, Mr Gordon was possessed of many
personal gualities known only to those who, like myself,
were privileged to meet him otherwise than at meetings
of the League. In debaie hiz judgments were always
sound. but never presented dogmatically. In conversa.
tion he was, what so few men of strong opinions are, a
good listener. His command of language in the purest
of good English never failed, and for this reason the
drafting of important resolutions or petitions to puhlic
- authorities was invariably put into his hands, His
frequent letters to the Glasyow Herald on the social
questions of the day, either above his own signature or
that of his well-known pseudonym * Jodon,” carried
conviction not only because of their closely-reasoned
logical analyses, but in virtue of their excellent composi
tion. In the local affairs of the Cathcart distriet in
which he resided, I believe his influence in the directing
of policy and the formation of sound opinion was
universally acknowledged and appreciated.

As to the personal qualities to which I have referred,
the most prominent was a delicate sensibility to those
cultura) and ethical issues in human life which he regarded
2% bound up with or contingent upon, the political and
economic liberty for which he strove so valiantly.
During the many conversations I enjoyed with him in
the Athenseum Club, with which institution he had been
lpng connected, T discovered in him a fine taste in
literature, and when last I saw him he was deeply
engaged in a study of Gibbon’s Decline and Fall
and its bearings on modern problems. Tt will be
remembered that Mr Gordon’s wife -who was well

known and much respected by the members of the
Scottish League, pre-deceased him nearly five years ago,
and that the deepest sympathy was then felt and
expressed for him in his bereavement. His wise counsel
will be much missed, but the fragrant memory he leaves
behind him will endure so long as any of his older friends
and colleagues remain, and I know that many of these
are to be foumd in the mombership of the United
Committee and other land-value centres.

ALrX MAOKENDRICK.

NOTES AND NEWS

A Parliamentary White Paper issued in May states
that of the 1,024,992 houses surveyed in Scotland,
240,961 were found to be overcrowded, and the number
of overcrowded families was 269,758. The houses of
one and two apartments were found to be overcrowded
to the extent of 388 per cent; that is to say, 183,281
overcrowded houses out of 472,153. In 57,680 of the
552,839 houses of more than two rooms there was over-
srowding, or a percentage of 10'4. There was over-
crowding in 84,660 of the houses belonging to local
anthorities. The Paper estimates that 151,368 houses
are required to meet the needs of the population, and
states that in the next three ysars 1936-38, local authori-
ties propose to complete 54,756 houses for the relief of
overcrowding. (Glasgow alone has 75,000 houses over-
crowded out of a total of 257,000. As the Manchester
Guardian, 9th May, in a leader remarks, we can hardly
conceive of the desperate conditions in which something
like a million Scottish men, women and children must be
living.

H * &
Mr Bolton Hall writes of Will Atkinson, who died in
April; “ He was the most successful wholesale propa-

gandist I have ever known. He was successful in pro-
ducing millions of copies of Profection or Free Trade,
of Progress and Poverty and of others of George’s books.
No one will excel Will Atkinson’s zeal, energy and
resourcefulness, devoted to the cause of his friend and
leader.” The publications produced in such numbers
were abridgments of the books in handy pocket-size
form and extracrdinarily low in price. Will Atkinson
wag the son-in-law of Henry George.

* * *

£100 & Squarz Yarp. Speakiog at a conferenmce in
Manchester on 30th Aypril, Alderman W. T. Jackson
gaid that land in the Hulme clearance area was valued
at £12,000 an acre, an impossible price for housing.
Land within half a mile of Manchester Town Hall is
worth from £240,000 to half a million pounds an acre,
and land in Market Street is worth £100 a square yard.
—Digily Dispatch, 1st May,

& * *

Days when land in Bournemouth’s most central area
sold for £5 an acre were recalled by Alderman J. R.
Edgecombe, Deputy-Mayor, at the annual luncheon of
the Hants, Wilts and Dorset Branch of the Incorporated
Society of Auctionesrs and Landed Property Agents, in
Bournemouth. In 1895 land could be bought at £5
an acre, and 40 years later the same land was worth
£5.000 an acre, whilst in the entertainments’ centre, in
Westover Road, many plots had been sold at £180,000
an acre, and the frontages to those plots were measured
to the very inch.— Bournemouth Times, 15th May.

NEW PAMPHLET
Way raE LANDOWNER CANNOT SEIFT THE Tax
oN LAND VALUES
By Henry George

Price—Id. EACH or 4s.per 100.
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LAND-VALUE RATING

The advocates of rating reform onght to feel a debt
of gratitude to Mr F. C. R, Douglas, M.A,, for the work
be has just published,* for it is a brilliant exposition of
our policy as a practical proposal, capable of immediate
application to this country. The author is a member of
the London County Council and is Chairman of the
Finance Committee of Battersea Borough Council of
which he has been a member for many years. Always
keenly interested in questions of rating, he is particularly
well qualified to deal with this subject which to most
people seems so intricate.

His explanation of the broad details of rating practice
and how the present objectionable system could be
replaced by one, at once more just and more expedient,
will appeal with special force to those concerned with
rating administration. Tt ought to be in the hands of
every member of a town council, eounty council or
other administrative body.

But it should appeal to a much wider constituency
still. TIn. these days when the ammual howl at the
enormity of the rates is getting louder and louder, such
a book should be widely read and one could wish it were
possible to distribute it much more widely than it is.
likely to be bought: at 2s. 6d. .

The chapter on * Definitions ™ is an excellent, concise
statement, and should be read again and again by those

who wish to grasp the fundamental principles underlying .

this reform. Correet definition on this subject is so
important that we could have wished this part to be
even more fully treated. Tt does seem as if the ordinary
man had great difficulty in grasping the resiricted, and
ab the same time extended, meaning of the words *“ land ”
and “rent ” in the discussion of economic questions.
Yet on a correct appreciation of this depends whether a

man is going to stand for freedom based on the recogni- -

tion of natural rights, or the denial of these rights and the
subjugation of everyone to the State. -

The chapter in which objections are dealt with is
admirable.
and orphans, are answered in a succinet and devastating
manner.

We cannot see how anyone can read this book and fail
to be convinced of the justice and wisdom of the land-
value system of rating. Certainly this is a book to be
treasured by the earnest reformer and one which he can
ask any of his friends to read, for it deals pleasantly
with a subject which the uninitiated usuaily avoid as

dry. Jamus F. Haxron,

THE PATH TO PROSPERITYY

Mr Gilbert M. Tucker bas made a notable contribu-
tion to Single Tax literature in his book The Pafh to
Prosperity which is written in a fresh, vigorous style.
For some generations Mr Tucker’s family have been
conspicuous in the field of agricalbural journalism, and
he has knowledge at his fingers’ ends that others dis-
cover only towards the end of a lifetime. His father
was Bditor of the Cownty Genileman, and Mr Tucker
himgel, sinee his graduation from Cornell University,
has been associated with that journal, and on the
practical side has engaged in farm management.
a keen follower of Henry George, none the less zealons
becanse his understanding has been dlarified by business
experfence. It is a pleasure to watch him handle facts
and figures, clothing them in living tissue, thus giving

* Land-Value Rating. The Hogarth Press, 2a. 6d.

t The Path to Prosperity. Gilbert M. Tacker.
Putnam’s Sonsg, New York and London. -$2.50.

G. P

All these, even to cur old friends the widows

He is -

gynamic force to arguments that otherwise would be
ull.
For thie reader in Great Britain The Paih to Prosperity
has a valuable story of the N.R.A. efforts of the U.8. A.
Government to improve the welfare of the Nation by
the destruction of wealth within the States, and by the
prevention of wealth entering from other countries.
All nations at the present day are engaged in this form
of insanity. (overnment officials are paid high salaries
to organize comparative famines throughout the
country by means of tariffs, licences, quotas and re-
gtrictions of all sorts in order to exalt prices. The
average trade nnionist is blind to the fact that by these
means wages are being steadily reduced, and that
owing to lessened effective demand for commodities
there is more unemployment except for bureaucrats.
It is in America that the measures of national dis-
honesty have been so thoroughly earried out in broad
daylight, and students of political economy in Great
Britain can find in Mr Tucker’s book all the details of
currency ** mansgement,” and of how governments plan
prosperity. 1t is not sufficiently realized that govern-
ments to-day are only carrying out the choice panaceas
of the State-Socialists, and it is easy while we see the
mote in our brother’s eye to ignore the beam in our own,
Some of the tricks of our National Government have
been more skilfully executed under the guidance of our

" modest Mr Walter Elliot than similar acts of the N.R.A.

administration. The latter has aroused the opposition

. of the Supreme Court, but Mr Walter Elliot’s name is

scarcely known even to the man in the street so cleverly
has he escaped hostility. Americans have a secret
admiration for the methods of the gangster. They like
to be robbed grandly by force, while we prefer the
softer methods of the pickpocket.

Mr Tucker sees the connection between the intense
growth of the protective spirit in exchange throughout

the world, and the renewal of the armament race, and ..

he understands that free trade cannot be fully beneficial.
without free production. In & book like Mr Tucker’s it
is mnexpected to find him oeccasionally talking about
taxing land instead of the values of land, and he is
more concerned than he need be about the privilege of
inheritance. The malignant aspects of inheritance will
disappear when the value of land is vested in the public.

JoHEN K. GranT.

A RETROSPECT FROM THE
YEAR 2000

Many years ago in one of our leading magazines a
gories of articles appeared in the form of a diseussion
between John Beattio Crozier and H. G. Wells on the
question as to whether a science of society is possible.
Mr Crozier argued affirmatively that such a science is
not only possible but necessary, and may be built upon a
few obvious postulates, such as disciples of Henry George
would readily assent to. Mr Wells, on the other hand,
maintained that Leeause of the unpredictability of
men’s actions and the uncertainty attending future
changes in the climate of opinion, no principles that may
properly be called scientifie can be laid down ; and that
therefore the best we can do is to dream dreams and
see visions of what a perfected society onght to resemble,
and work cur way to such ideals as rapidly as may be
possible.  If memory serves us aright it was about this
time that A Modern Ulopia was published.

Sinee that forgotten date the dreamers and visionaries
have not been idle, though the spirit of the age has
favoured the view supported by Crozier. News from
Nowhere and Looking Backward are still read with avidity,
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and the human imagination still insists upon projecting
itself into the future and painting pictures of *“ things
as they ought to be.” So long, however, as those flights

of imagination are along the lines followed in The Story -

of My Dictatorship and by Mr Henry Ware Allen
in his little book Prosperity * we shall have no occasion
to guarrel. The sub-title reads “ Achieved by democratic
steps *” and these words at once arrest our attention.

The book takes the form of a series of conversations
carried on from day to day between a grandfather of
85 and a grandson of 17 years respectively. These talks
are supposed to take place in the year 2000, and the
scene is laid in the transfigured City of Chicago which
has now become as nearly as possible an Earthly Paradise.
Even its physical features have been transformed, The
stockyards and packing-house districts have heen
removed to many miles outside the city’s precinets,
and the city itself has been rebuilt in strict accordance
with the approved principles of town-planning, WNot
only have ssthetic considerations obviously governed
the process of rebuilding, but by the aid of science
every building in the city is “ air-conditioned * so as to
provide uniform termperatures in summer and winter,
and smoke has been entirely eliminated. But the chief
change -in the aspeet of the regencrated city is to be
found in the altered relations between its citizens. The
violent contrasts between weaith and poverty have
disappeared. There are no unemployed, no unmerited
poverty, no slums; charitable institutions and police
offices have been reduced to the skeleton proportions
required ; the old order has been abolished and the new
is on its trial. )

This is Mr Allen’s dream, and what interests us in it
is that he conceives of the great change having taken
place solely as the result of a complete turn-over of
opinion in the middle of the previous century in favour
of the single tax on land values. No paternalism on the
part of authorities is assumed. FEvery step in the
process of regeneration has been democratic—epontaneous
—in a word, Natural. The curiosity of the boy con-
cerning the bad old days he has heard of, is satisfied
by the prolonged explanations of the grandfather who
obviously enjoys the telling of his story. The book
should be an excellent one for putting in the hands of
young people whose imaginations need stimulation.

ArLpx MACKENDRICE.

An arbitration was held at Birchington, Kent, on
28th April, to determine the price of a plot of land
acquired by Margate Corporation under a compuisory
purchase order. The land had a frontage of 150 feet to
the Parade and 18 feet to Canute Road. The owner
asked £1,500 but the Corporation offered £750.  Part of

the land was bought in 1927 for £120 and the remainder. |

in 1934 for £475. Reporting the evidence, the Land
Agents’ Record, 9th May, says :

“Col. F. G. Turner, District Valuer, gave it as his
opinion that £750 was a fair and reasonable price for
the land.”

Questioned by the Arbitrator, Col. Turner said there
had heen a 100 per cent increase in the value of solid
land in the area since 1924, but the value of the land
would have increased very little since 1934, since there
were very few plots dvailable then. ’

® ® *

The City of London has decided to buy a nine hundred
acre site at Fairlop, near Ilford, Fssex, for £600,000.
This is at the rate of £666 an acre.—(The City Press,
5th May.) '

* Prosperity. By Henry Ware Allen. Price $1.50 net.

Fublished by The Christopher Publishing House, Boston, U.8.A; |

(49

Just Qut.....
A New and Enlarged Edition of

THE CORRECT
ECONOMY FOR

THE MACHINE

BGE by A ¢. McGREGOR

The book for those who believe in Economic Liberty
and Free Trade, and who would know wherein our
economic thinking has been wrong and the simple
changes required for quickly achieving Lasting
Prosperity and World Peace.

Correct wage and banking policies are the require-
ments for Lasting Prosperity.

A correct exchange policy is the requirement for
Free Trade—the essential for World Peace and the
maximum of Prosperity.

Any nation acting alone can quickly achieve Prosperity

and the benefits of Free Trade.

Unusual praise was accorded the

111

‘e

[ 41

<

(41

¢

author’s former books:—

. . . Mr. McGregor stands unique both in his intellectual
grasp of the problem, and in the logic of the policy
he advocates. | think his arguments will win wide
acceptance . .’ John A. Hobson.

A careful study of this book will reveal it as the work
of one who is 2 Master of Machine Age Fconomics.”
Ranald M. Findlay in the SPECTATOR.

This book . . . has interested me extremely.”” Candidus
in the DAILY SKETCH. :

. . . a plan which shows his vivid grasp of the function
of exchange both in the Mational and [nternational
sphere.”” THE FINANCIAL TIMES.

A valuable contribution to the study of the world’s
economic problem.”” THE BIRMINGHAM GAZETTE.

Of all the writers offering an alternative to gold as a
basis of value he is easily the most convincing.”
THE INVESTORS' REVIEW.

The crisis has thrown our economic system into the
melting pot, and we can no longer afford to dismiss
radical proposals with 2 shrug of our shouiders. Still less
can we afford to dismiss this particufar proposal . . . "’
THE BANKER.

6," net

Order from a bookseller, or
direct from the publishers

PITMAN

Parker St., Kingsway, London, W.C.2




%0 LAND &

LIBERTY June, 1936

DERBYSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL

A special notice of motion urging that local authorities
should have power to levy a rate on land values led to
considerable discussion at a meeting of the Derbyshire
County Council on 6th May.

Admitting some sympathy with the mover of the
resolution, the chairman (Alderman E. C. Barnes)
pointed out the desirability of a report setting forth
the facts of the matber and the motion was withdrawn -
on the understanding that the Valuation Committee
will go into the question. :

In accordance with notice of motion Alderman T.
Cooper moved : *‘ That this Council is strongly of the
opinion that the existing system of rating should be
altered and that local authorities should have power
to levy a rate on Jand values.”

Alderman Cooper said that if a house or shop were
built with due regard to health conditions and beauty
the rating authority brought into play all its resources
“to force you into the bankrupicy court.” But if
they put a conglomeration of sticks and bricks and called
that a house, they let them off very lightly. But if
they did not use land and prevented everyone else from
doing so, they escaped having to pay rates. The persons
who were called upon to pay rates were the ocoupiers
of houses or those who kept shops. They had arrived
at the position now that the only people who were called
upon to pay rates were those who occupied houses or
ghops. There was a serious contraction in the arcas
from which they collected rates and many things, such
as social services, which required money to be spent on
them, were needed, but could not be had without &°
considerable increase of rates. Tt was for the Council
to find where the required money conld be obtained.
He suggested that the only just and proper coUrse wag
to rate land values. : o

Mr A. Holland, M.P, seconded, remarking that he
thought all fair-minded people would view the matter
as reasonable. So far a total of 131 local authorities
bad strongly expressed the opinion that rating was
inequitable and should be revised. The party with
which he was associated in that Council had pledged
itself to improve social services, but however anxious
they were to do so they were held up every time at the
“ halt " sign of expenditure.  Health, education, roads,
all meant increased expenditure and the rajsing of extra -
taxation. The whole question of rating was & most
serious matter which was in need of immediate attention.
The present system placed a burden on the oecupiers of
houses and shops and badly needed revision.

Alderman Phipps moved an amendment that the
guestion of rating and land values be referred to the
County Valuation Committee and that the Commiitee
be asked to report to the next meeting of the Couneil.

Mr C. F. White described Alderman Phipps’s amend-
ment as © the weakest thing he had ever known for
shifting discussion.” Something must be put in the
place of the present rating systern at the earliest possible
moment,

Mr Harrison, speaking as one who had experience as
chairman of an Assessment Committee, said the rating
law was in a state of chaos, New regulations were.
badly needed. In order to have the report of skilled
men on the subject, he supported the amendment.

The chairman, in reference to further discussion, said
he was sorry it had been suggested thai the amendment
was put forward to ° shelve” the matter. It was
nothing of the sort. The whole subject was a very
technical question and he felt that if they had a report
at the next meeting any resolution that the Council

passad would have much more weight than a resolution
passed that day.

‘T have some sympathy with the mover and seconder
of the notice of motion,” added Alderman Barnes, © but
I am not prepared to vote until we have more facts
before us.” . :

The notice of motion was withdrawn on the under-
standing that the Valuation Committee would report
on the matter.

The discussion was well reported in the local press,
and the Bipley Guzette published letters by Messrs 0. B.
Sweeney, Austin H. Peake and A. W. Dakers.

The Treasurer of the United Comunittee acknowledges
with appreciation anonyinous contribution of £1 to the
Land & Liberty ** Pound for Pound ™ Sustentation Fund—
postmark Birmingham,

« FREEDOM FOR MOTHERS”

By Joun O’KELLY SMITH

Shows what the State owes mothers, and presenis a

definite, practical plan for paying the debt.
The “ Qttawa Citizen,” Canada, says :

“The problems of this time, or of any past or
future time, manifest themselves in the relations of
mother and child to each other and to society in
general, IDut such problems are so tremendous in
the study they call for and in the organization needed
for their right solution that the would-be reformer
usually is content to confine his work for the improve-
ment 0f human conditions to cne phase of the subject.
But the author of this bools faces this whole complex-
ity of problems apnd makes his definite proposal for
reform.

“ The Author's plan is * a provision by the State to
give all mothers equally an income for life.” Nor
will he allow such considerations as have tuled in
making the mothers’ pension laws of many States of
the American Urion to modify his plan, for he says,
* My understanding of the subject does not recognize
that the length of the child’s life or the size of the
family has anything to do with this recompense.’

“ Of course, he faces at once the question that all
subsidy proposers must face—where isthe money to
some from ? Evidently he was convinced of the
soundness of his plan before he had found an answer
to the financial problem involved. He is satisfied
that a complete arswer is found in the single tax as
proposed by Henry George. Undoubtedly Henry
George believed not onty that a tax on the one item of
land values would vield ample income for all the
proper purposes of government, and also that a single
tax so applied as to absorb the entire current value of
and would automatically open opportunities for all
workers and would raise wages in proportion with the
increase of wealth in the community.

Tt is not shown in the present book that George
proposed a government pension for all mothers,
Dut it is shown that the Single Tax was put forward
as 2 cure of econonyc ills, and certainly the economic
problemn of mother and child is one that no Utopian
system may leave unsolved.

“ Freedom for Mothers is an original book and well
worth reading.”—ED. RUTHVEN.

212 pages, cloth, $1.75.
Dorrance and Company, Inc.,
Drexel Building, Philadelphia, Pa.

Orders sent to 1Lanp & LIBERTY with 8s. enclosed‘
will be forwarded to the Publishers.
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS

THE INTERNATIONAL UNION FOR LARD VALUE

TAXATIOR AND FREE TRADE, 94 Petty France,

London, 8.W.1. President: Hon. Charles O’Connor
Hennessy. Treasurer : Ashley Mitchell. Secretarios :
A W, Madsen and F. C. R. Douglas.

The Objects of the Union are : To stimulate in oll countries
a public opindon fovourable to permanent peace and prosperity
Jor all peoples through the progressive removal of the basic
economic causes of poverty and war, as these causes are dernon.-
strated in the writings of Henry George. Specifically, towards
the realization of these objects, the Undon favours the raising
of public revenues by tares and rates upon the value of lund
apart from {mprovements in order to secure the economic
rent for the community and the abolition of taxes, tariffs, or
wmposts of every sort that interfere with the free production
and exchange of wealth. :

Membership is open to all persons, irrespective of sex, race
or nationality, who in good faith sign a written declaration of
adherence fo the objects of the Union, and pay e minimum
annual subscription of five shillings. Any special donaiion
which & supporter desires to give for strengthening the work
of the Union will naturally be most welcome. Affiliation is
open to all organizations which are in agreement with the
objects of the Union. Membership fee includes subscripiion
to © Land & Liberty,” which members are entitled to receive
regularly as the official Journal of the Union.

NEW ZEALAND

Deputation to the Government—
Sympathetic Reply

A flat tax on land and & mandatory system of rating on
unimproved value were two matters urged upon the Prime
Minister (the Hon M. J. Savage) as essential to the welfare
of the Dominion, by a deputation of nearly 40 strong from
the New Zealand Land Values League, that waited on him
on 19th March. The deputation, which was introduced by
Mr R. McKeen, M.P., also asked that statistics showing the
working of the land tax should be made public, and that
the provision in the Municipal Corporations Act whereby
profits from local body trading departments can be applied
to reduction of rates should be repealed.

The Prime Minister was attended by the Minister of
Finance (the Hon W. Nagh), the Minister 6f Internal
Affairs (the Hon W. E. Parry), the Minister of Lands {the
Hon F, Langstone), and tho Minister of Industries and
Commerce {the Hon. D. G. Sullivan).

The Prime Minister gave a sympathetic reply to the
deputation’s requests, and assured them that they could
safely leave the matters concerned in the hands of the
Government.

TaeE CASE STATED

Mr P. J. O'Regan said that although the New Zealand
Lond Values League was & non-political body he could
axtend the congratulations of every member to the Govern-
ment on attaining office. There was no mystery about the
reprosentations they desired to make—there was no A
Plus B theory about the league. The severest indictment
of the last Government was to be found in the last Budget
which revealed that land tax produced the nsignificant
swin of £470,000. For years there had been a continuous
policy in operation to vitiate the land tax. The deputation
asked that alb reascnable intervals there should be made
available proper statistics showing the working of the land
tax in New Zealand., If they had such statistics available
they would be able to reply to misrepresentations of the
true position. For instance, it was a falsehood to say
that the land tax was a tax on farmers. At present land
tax fell mainty on city and suburban property.  What the
deputation asked for was that there should be a flat land
tax without exemption and without graduation. The
argument that was used for a graduated land tax was that
it would break up large estates, but the tax fell on city
atd suburban properties which could not be subdivided.

It was preposterous to say that the repeal of the graduated
land tax helped the farmers. Actually the people relieved
by the repeal of the graduated land tax were the banks,
the insurance companies, shipping companies, and other
big concerns.

Raming Svsrnm

The deputation also asked, said Mr O’Regan, that the
system of rating on the unimproved value should be made
mandatory. Eighty out of a hundred and twenty boroughs
in New Zealand had adopted the unimproved value system
and 56 out of 122 counties had done the same. There were
only three cases in which polls had failed, and that was in
spite of the existing system of plural voting, which, he hoped,
would be repealed during the coming session. They also
asked for the repeal of that section of the Municipal Cor-
porations Act which made it possible for boroughs to relieve
the ratepayers by transferring the profits of trading con-
cerns to the general account. That simply amounted to
legalized dishonesty and really meant that a dividend was
paid to the richest men in the city at the expense of the
people who paid rent.

Mr A. Parlane and Mr G. M. Fowlds also spoke on behalf
of the deputation, putting other aspects of the case.

MinvisTERs’ REPLIES

The Minister of Finance gave his assurance that what-
ever figures were required, and could be cbtained by his
staff, in relation to all forms of taxation and land tenure
and oceupation, would be obtained at the earliest moment,
and publicity given to them. (Applause.) Regarding land
tax in general, Mr Nash said that he would be going into
overy avenue from which money could be legitimately
obtained. “I cannot say until the matter has been con-
sidered what will be done in regard to land taxation,” he
said. “ That avenue will obvicusly be explored, as it is
one that may lead to fruitful fields at a later date.”

Commenting on the sales tax, Mr Nash pointed out that
before the Government could profitably throw off one form
of taxation, it would have to see that the revenue that was
necessary - to run the country was available from other
sources. The Prime Minister had already said what he
woild do in regard to the sales tax.

Mr Parry (Minister of Internal Affairs), said he had been
very interested in the case that had been stated by Mr
O'Regan, and there was no doubt that a very strong case
could be made out for what the deputation had asked.
o was particularly concermed at the moment about the
focal body problem, and in his view any regional system

that might be adopted would have to have as its basis a

uniform rating system.

Remarking that the matters raised by the deputation
did not directly affect his Departments, Mr Sullivan
(Minister of Industries snd Commerce} said he thought
there was & great deal to be said for the request that rating
on the unimproved value should be mandatory.

GovernmENT’s DUTY
The Minister of Lands said that they realized that the
land tax was an annual tax and could be changed at any
time, and it was, therefore, quite competent for Parliament

1o give expression to its ideas regarding land and ineome

tax. TIle had followed with great interest the way in which,
people dodged taxation. No one liked to pay taxes; they
were all dodgers. The great bulk of the value in land was
held in the cities—-there was about seven-sixteenths in the
cities, towns, and boroughs, and nine-sixteenths in the rest
of New Zealand. The duty of the Government was to

collect that which rightly belonged to the State and pre-

serve all the time to the individual that which rightly
belonged to the individual. The Government had given
much attention to the incidence of land and income tax.
“We will do our best,” said Mr Langstone * We are
taking our fences as we come to them, and every step will
be towards our goal—social justice and the betterment
of the people. Our efforts will not be used to relieve the
weslthy landowner in the city. Everything will be done
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in the interests of the people so that they will have a just
system of taxation.”

Prmve MINiSTER'S PLEDGE

The Prime Minister congratulated the deputation on the
manner in which it had stated its case. - He did not think
anybody could get away from the fact that the land was
the common. property of all men ; the propozition. was
unanswerablo. He agreed that all available information
should be made publie, as whatever befell 1t was essential
that they should have the truth. So far as the use of the
profits of municipal trading departments was concerned,
Mr Savage said that no one would waste time arguing
about that, because the case made out by the deputation
was unanswerable. There was much more to bo considered
besides the securing of revenue. It was just as well for
them to realize that at the very beginning. Revenue, of
course, wag very handy for the Minister of Finance, bub
it was riot the only consideration.

What the Government was conecorned about, and what
the people wanted, was a more equitable distribution of
production. The Government stood for industrial develop-
ment, but under the present state of things there would
Le greater benefit to the land speculator than anybody clse.
When they were talking to the factory proprictor about
increasing wages and shortening hours they had o see to
it that the benefit did not go to the landlord.

Mr Savage said he would not like to argue with a Henry
Ceorge man against the proposition thab had been put
forward regarding the land tax. At the same fime he
would remind Mr O'Regan that the Government had
inherited many of the sins of the past. In dealing with
taxation and developtnent generally they had to make sure
that they were not going to benefit the speculator alone.

“The day of the speculator has gone,” declared Mr
Savage. “The day of the producer and the person who
gives the services is here.  Our job is to seo that those who
give the services are going to get the benefit. 1 feel that
we will have your co-operation in deing that.” (Applause.}

The Government wes out to lay the foundaticn of pros-
perity in New Zealand, he continued. It was no use
relieving the farmer of & tax he had never paid and subgti-
tuting s number of other taxes which he did pay. -He had
heard Prime Ministers in the past say that the land tax
was being reduced to help the struggling farmer, but the
day ba« gone when the people were to be fooled in that way.
They abolished a tax which did not affect the farmer and
substituted another—the sales tax, for instance. The
members of the Government had burned the midnight oil
in studying such problems as bad been dealt with by the
deputation, and they would use their intelligence in
reaching a solution of their difficulties. The land tax was
eertainly a more equitable form of raising revenue than the
sales tax. 'The big man probably paid land tax—not
nearly enough—but the little man paid none at all. o

assured the deputation that they could safely leave the

matter in the hands of the Government.

SOUTH AUSTRALIA

This i the centenary year of the foundation of South
Australia. Some reference was made to its early bistory
in our February issue (p. 29), and we are glad to supple-
ment this from a remarkable article by Mr E. J. Craigie,
M.P., which appeared in The Mail, Adelaide (11th April}.
In 1835 the Hecretary of State for the Colomies had ap-
pointed Mr Ccorge Fife Angas and other gentlemen as
Colonization Commissioners, They were to gsecure sufficient
funds for the purpose of founding and governing the colony
by the sale of land, and the price was fixed at 20s. an acre,
in lots comprising 80 country acres and one town acre,
Difficalty was met with in findig purchasers and the
project languished. BEventually a joint stock cormpany
was formed by Mr Angas and others who purchased
safficient land from. the Comraissioners but at the reduced
price of 12s. per acre. The purchasers of the first 437
Jots were given priority of choice and were apparently able
to purchase at the rate of 125. an acre, the remaining town
Jota being sold in 1837 by public auction at prices ranging
from £2 2s. to £14 i4s. The Governior of the new colony

had lsnded on 28th December, 1836, and the auetion was
beld in March, 1837.

Including the land comprised in the preliminary land
orders the whole 1,000 acres of Adelaide was sold for
£3,856 Bs.

The assessed unimproved value of the same land to-day
is £11,783,174 . - ol

The history of individual stbos is even more remarkable,
The most valuable acre in Adelaide is at the south corner
of Rundle and King William Streets. It was bought in
1837 for 12s. and is now valued at £265,880 apart from
the improvernents. Acre No. 37 wad bought by Mr John
Batley Themgate of Gosport, Hampshire, for 12s. It is
now velued at £48,130, and in the menntime the purchaser
and his heirs have diawn in rent from it £39,575. This
particular purchaser acquired four of the prelininary land
orders which entitled him to four seres i Adelside and
536 acres of country land, A search through the books
in the land titles office made some time ago revealed that
this estate for the small expenditure of £324 had heen ablo
to take approximately £700,000 out of South Australia in
the forin of remt and payments received frota sale of
portion of the land, and then had approximately £200,000
of land values standing in the name of its owners.” The
inerease in value is, of courss, due to nothing that the
ovwmners have done, and they may never even have set foot
in Australie.

By a somewhat ironic chance an advertisement of the
Adelaide Development Co. Ltd. appears at the foot of
Mr Craigie’s article. It says: *“ There is a saying : ‘ Get:
a good piece of Real Fstate, buy it wisely, pay for it, keep
it, and it will keep you.” There is wonderful sense in the
above advice. Vou only have to take a note of the Tichest
families in the Staie and you can see that wealth has come
to them mainly through the rise in real estate property,
particularly in the City of Adolaide.”

CANADA

Milk River in Alberta derives the whole of its tax-revenue
by land value taxation, buildings and other improvements
being entirely exempt. Mayor of the town is*Mr Fred
Peage and prominent uphelders of the land value policy =
are the Messrs Ellert who attended the Henry George
Congress in New York last autumn. There was a mayoral
election in Milk River on 11th March and opponents of the
land valacs system did their best to prevent the refurn of
Mr Fred Pease. In reply to the petition thoy presented
for a change, it was pointed out that for every $1 the sxualler
ratepayers would gain in reduced land value tax, cthers
would gain $20, while the smaller ratepayors would lose
heavily by throwing taxes upon buildings and improve-
ments ; that land prices would be increased for those who
wish to build homes, thai rents would be raised agamst
those who do not own homes ; the local Treasury would
also lose, causing n cessation of public improvements.
The sentimment for land value taxation won, Mayor Pease
being retarned by a thres to one margin over his opponent.

Station CJOC, Lethbridge, Alberta, gives a wookiy
broadeast every Wednesday evening from 8§ to 8.15
Students of Mr J. B. Ellert’s economic class speak on this
Prograrome.

in Toronto a Teacher Traiming Class of * graduate
students 7 of the Henry George School of Social Seicnce
has besn formed, Tt will meet for nine weeks eovery
Thursday at 30 Classic Avenue, § p.mn.,and review Progress
and Poverty with a different graduate in charge of the lesson
each weok, Bvery Thorsday at 1 pan. members of the
Single Tax Association moet for lunch and discussion ab
the Lora Martha Tea Rooms, 90 King Stroet West,  Visitors
should asl for the Hingle Tax private room. Another
weekly discussion group, with Mr Cadwell as chairman,
meets at 8 p.m. on Tuesdays, at 69 Bloor Street Hasb.
Each evening sorae particular topie is presented and dis-
cussed, and active cormmittees have been formed to work
for land value taxation in a number of different ways—
training and supplying speakers, organizing articles and
lotters for the press, studying other reform movements,
and attending meetings of various political and religicus
organizations.
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During the summer season, the cyclostyled Bulletin of
the Single Tax Association will be edited by Miss 8. M.
Fose, 15 Harvard Avenus, Toronto. News Service corre.
spondents are Mr and Mrs John Garland, of 89 St Clair
Avenue East. They ask to be supplied with news clippings
and any mteresting mmaterial for passing on to Land &
Likberty, as well as information for its Canadian page. A
corps of seven assistants is helping in this. For the Henry
Ciporge School of Social Science, the new extension secrotary
is Mr Frank J. Leach, 55 Hxeter Street, and thorough
preparations are being made to collect students for next
winter’s sessions of the classes.

Interesting to mnote is that Stephen Leacock, semior
professor of Xeonomics at MeGill University, has just
writben & vergified burlesque of that. science—as ususily
taught—which he calls ‘“ Helloments of Hickonomics.”
His foreword to the book deserves serious consideration.
He says, in part : “ Forty years of hard work on economics
has pretty well removed all the ideas I ever had about it.
The whole science is a wreck. For our social problems
there is about as much light from the older economics as
from a glow-worm. -Only one.or two things seem to me
cloar. Cast iron Communism is nothing but & penitentiary.

X believe that the only possible basis for organized
gociety 1s that of every man for himself and those necar
and dear to him. We need, not a new game, but
a new seb of rules.” : .

Premier Mackenzie King gave hostages to fortune in the
public statement he made when on 14th October the Liberal
Pazty won ity resounding victory. Invited to repeat the
statement in Parliament he did so on 1lth February. The
following are some of the more striking passages: *‘ The
results make clear that the people of Canada are opposed to
planning for searcity by the restriction of production, of
trade, and of employment, and that they are not satisfied
with the Ottawa trade agreements, and welcome the pros-
pect of their early -revision. . :

- “The election is an unmistakable verdiet in favour of the
liberation of external and internal trade. . . . It constitutes
a demand for the abolition of the extravagant increases in
the tariff, together with the removal of arbitrary taxes and
regulations . . . which have had the effeet of strangling
the commerce of the nation, exploiting consumers, and
robbing railways of business.

“ It 18 an overwhelming condemmation of the policies of
economic nationalism, economic igolation, and econocmic
irnperialism, upon which the present government has
proceeded in all its legislation ; and & corresponding demand
for the substitution of policies which will make for economic
freedom, national expansion, and international good will.

“ It is & verdict in favour of & more equitable distribution
of wealth, with increasing regard to human need, to the
furtherance of social justice, and te the promotion of the
comunon good. '

“In the new era which dawns to-day, the struggle for
the rights of the people will, in the realm of economie liberty
and security, be carried on as never hefore. Poverty and

adversity, want and misery, are the enemies which Liberal-

ism will seek to banish from our land.”
These are lofty ideals, but it remains to see how they will
be translated into practice.

ARGENTINA

We have received the first number of a new weekly

journal devoted to the advocacy of progressive ideas
baged upon land reform. It is entitled Nueve Argentina
and published at Peru 84, Buenos Aires. The purpose of
the paper is stated in a leading article by Mr A. M. Molinari
as follows : ““ We are liberals ip that we believe that liberty
is the most fruatful soeial formula. Our liberalism com-
mences in the relations between man and uature, and wo
affirrn that acecess to this should be absolutely free. HHenee
we lay down as the indispensable basis of the social order
the nationalization of the rent of land, as this rent is the
sole result of collective action. We therefore limit the
functions of the State to what is strictly necessary for the
administration' of the public services, and we deny the
mtervention of the Stabe in private relations so far as they

do not affect the public and general interest, for from the
moment that man is not impeded in his access to nature
he does not demand this intervention.”

DENMARK

As we go to press we receive the issue of the Det Frie Blad
of 15th May containing announcement that the Danish
movement has lost one of its great advocates in Dr Axel
Dam, who died after a brief illness.  Dr Dam was one of the
founders of the Danish Justice Party and was held in high
rogard by the Danish Henry George adherents and by all
people whose aspirations are for a just social state. He had
taken a prominent part in the public life of Denmark
ospecially as a member of Parliament representing the
Justice League. Sinecerely we associate ourselves with the
fine tributes that have beer paid to Dr Dam’s life and
work by the many contributors to this special issue of
Det Frie Blad.

A Youth Group for Correspondence

An admirable opportunity for young men and wornen in
the Henry George movement to co-operate with one
another, and gain new adherents, is to join the association
of correspondents that has been formed by the Youth
Section of the Danish League of Justice. Readers of Land
& Liberty in every coumtry whose agesare from 15to 35 years
are invited o join. Mr Dyssegaard gives us a list of 14
yvoung Danes, most of them able to write English, who are
already willing and eager to engage in sueh. correspondence,
and through Mr Dyssegaard’s agency other names and
addrosses aro being collected so that any one may be put
in touch with any other. The fundamental cbject is, of
course, to promote the. teachings of Henry George and in
several waye: the correspondents can comsult with one
another in their letters as to, what they are doing and
giving suggestions as t0 whal may or should be done.
They can also be placed in touch with others who want to
make friends by post with any one at a distance in a
general correspondence, which, handled by a follower of
Henry George, would very likely make new converts for
the movement. Some of those on Mr Dyssegaard’s list
wish to write in Egperanto ; two are able to do 80 in. German
and one in. French. One is a member of the War Resigters’
International and one specially desires to hawve corre-
spondence with an agriculturist. 1In his letter, Mr Dysse-
gaard writes : ‘ The world is dommated to-day by forces
that are working in the exact opposite direction to the
ideai of the just state, these forces being protectionism,
militarism snd a selfish nationalism. The peoples are
degperate in view of these hopeisss conditions and are
standing on the brink of a new world war. Henry George
has given the world a policy that will save society from
destruction. It is for us, who are the young, to make this
policy known and understood.” The aim of the Youth
Section of the Danish Justice League is to make the young
people of Denmark Georgeist-minded and a further aim is
to build up a World Union of Young Henry Georgeists
who will collaborate with one another in this way.

Everyone interested in this new activity should write
for full' information to Mr Sv. Bonnivie Dyssegaard,
Kostskole, Bagswaerd, Denmark.

| By HENRY GEORGE

Progress and Poverty. An Inquiry into the Cause of
Industrial Depressions and of Increase of Want
with Incresse of Wealth—the Remedy. New
Edition : Cloth, 1s.

In extrs quality binding, gold lettering and gilt top :
Marone limp rexine, 2. Dark green limp rexine, 3s. .

Social Problems. New Edition: Cloth, 1s. Rexine, 2s.

Proteetion or Free Trads. Abridged Edition : Paper, 6d.
Cloth, 1s. Complete Edition, 3s.
‘fhe Condition of Labour. New Edition. With notable
staterments on the land question by the Rev. Dr
MeGlynn and Bishop Nulty : Cloth, 1s. Rexine, 2s.
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NEWS OF THE MOVEMENT

THE UNITED COMMITIEE FOR THE TAYATION OF LAND
VALUES, LTD., 94 Petly France, London, 5. W.1. A. W.
Madsen, Secretary ; F. €. R. Douglas, Assistant Secrefary ;

W. R. Lester and C. E. Crompton, Hon. Treasurers. {Tele-
phone : Whitehall 6008. Telegrams : ** Eulav, Sowest,
London.™)

With great satisfaction we are able to anmounce that the
whole amount of the £500 for duplication by our generous
Australian supporter has now been contiibuted. We wish
again to convey our appreciation to all who have joined in
this very gratifying and practical expression of their good will
towards the Journal, and tribute to Joha Paul's memory.

Review copies of Mr Donglas’s new book Land Value Rating,
published by Messts Hogarth, were circulated on 1st May to a
large number of newspapers. The book was published on
25th May. .

The articles on the question of tithes appearing in April
Land & Liberly were made into a specimen Laand & Liberty
page which was photo-lithoed and sent with a covering letter
to all Labour and Liberal Members of Parliament in time for
the Second Reading of the TFithes Bill, 12th May. The same
material was issued in the form of a letter to the editors of abont
three hundred newspapers.

The True National Dividend—the pros and cons of Social
Credit is a new pamphlet the publication of which we hope to
anpounce shortly. This will be Mr Lester’s latest contribution
to the Hterature of our Movement and will be an expansion of
his pamphlet Poverty & Plenty, which is now out of print. | The
True National Dividend will be published, price 6d., by the
Henry George Ifoundation.

Advertisements of Progress & Poverfy, in the form of quoted
extracts from the bogk occupying a column length, are being
continued and during the next six weeks they will appear. in
the New Statesman and Nation, Listencr, John o Londow’s
Weekly, Time & Tide, Public Opimion, Christian World,
Friend, and World Affairs.

A new four-page folder advertising Mr Verinder’s book Land
and Freedom has been produced and is offered to any of our
readers who can use it for distribetion as, for example, by
enclosing it with any personal or business correspondence.

Our new list of books and pamphlets, including the publica-
tions of the Henry George Toundation, is entitled Land &
Taxation. It contains altogether 61 titles. On the back of
this four-page folder is a statement of * Our Poricy > and an
Order Form to be filled in. A parcel of 15 assorted penny
pamphlets may be had for 1s. post free and a parcel of 20
assorted 3d. and 1d. pamphlets for 2s. post free. Our readers
are asked to get these book lists and so help in their wise and
useful distribution.

Tn another column are advertised the new penny pamphlets :
The Study of Political Ecomomy by Ienry George, Land &
Taxation, being a conversation between Henry George and
David Dudley Field, and Why the Landowner cannol pass on a
Tax on Land Values by Henry George.

The Postal Telegraph, organ of the Guild of Postal Sorters,
has recently had letfers on the Taxation of Land Values, the
writers including Mr H. H. Sims of Balham and Mr F. Mitchener
of Eastbourne. One correspondent suggested to us submission
of a special article and the Editor accepted the contribution of
“ Your Affair and Mine ** by Miss A. Maud Stacy appearing in
that Journal on 15th May.

Very encouraging was a meeting last month with a group of
young people who at Dean House, Great Titchfield Street,
Tondon, are making a special study of the taxation of land
values. The evening was spent in discussion, especially of the
agricultural side of the question, and among those present were
three who took part in the Prize Essay Competitions of the
Henry George Foundation.

From a letter writien by a student from a school in the West
of England : It may interest you to hear that there are a
pumber of followers of Henry George and the Single Tax here.
When Mr Attlee lectured here last term he was closely questioned

on his policy in regard to land. . . . Please send the next two .

copies of Land & Liberty and any pamphlet you have on the
Single Tax and the farmer, or agriculturalland.”™  Alater letter
explains that the semtiment for the Henry George policy had
been made at the school by one of the teachers.

Worthing ratepayers are up in arms about the recent re-
assessment of the town. A public demonstration was held in the
Town Hall on 11th May and to one of the Councillors who
applied for literature, 1,000 copies of our leaflet ” Tax Land
Values "’ were sent. They were effectively distributed,

ENGLISH LEAGUE: Frederick Verinder, General Secretary,
% §t. Martin’s Place, Trafalgar Square, London, W.C.2.
(' Phone : Temple Bar 7830.)

The fifty-third annual general meeting of the members of the
League was held in the Lecturs Room at the League’s office on
13tk May. The room was well filled.

Mr Frank Fox, ip the Chair, opened the meeting by referring
to the death, in December last, of the President of the League,
Mr E. E. Balfour, J.P., and paid a brief tribute to his work for the
League. Mr Fox had been with the late President, discussing
the work of the League, only a few hours before he passed away.
The members present stood in silence for a few minutes in
homage to the memory of their late President.

The adoption of the annual report of the Executive was moved
from the Chair, and carried. ) ‘

Mz Herbert A. Berens, in moving the adoption of the accountis
and balance sheet for the past year, also paid a tribute to Mr
Baliour's work, Seconded by Mr A. C, Blackbarn, and carried.

The officers of the League were elected or re-elected without
opposition, viz. :—Mr Rupert East (President), Mr IL. A. Berens,
B.A., F.L.5., (Hon. Treasurer), Mr Fredk, Verinder (General
Secretary) and Mr R. A, Witty, F.5.A.A., Incorporated Account-
ant (Hon. Auditor).

Thirteen members had been nominated for the Executive
Commities and were declared elected, as follows :—Mx Chas.
Aukin, LL.B., Mr W. E. Bland, Mr and Mrs Frank Fox, Miss E.
Hili, Mr E. Ingledew, Miss D. Jacobs, Mrs L. P. Jacobs, Mr
C.L.N. Laing, Mr ¥. L. McGhee, Mr Henry George McGhee, M.P.,
Mr Andrew MacLaren, M.P., and Mr Leon MacEaren,

Mr Rupert East, as President, then took the Chair, and thanked
the members for electing him. Although there was much to
deplore in the present state of things, he could see some signs of
advance, especially in the attitude -f local authorities towards
the question of local rating on land values, but there was still a
long way to go. ’ .

Mr Andrew MacLaren, M.P., moved the following Resclution

- in a less optimistic speech :—

“ That this Annual Meeting of the League for the Taxation
of Land Values affirms that the present world troubles are
mainly economic; that the principal canse of poverty is
Jand monopoly ; that the © trade war,’ in which the nations
are engaged, operating through Tariffs and other protectionist
devices in restraint of trade, engenders internationaliill-feeling

and prepares the way for a war of destruction; that the

remedies for these evils lie in the break-up of land monopoly
by means of the taxation of land values, which would enable
the nations to mse natural resources to the best advantage
for the production of wealth, and complete international
freedom of exchange, which would enable every nation fo share
in the natural sconomic advantages enjoyed by every other
nation,” .

The Resolution was secorded by Mr H. G. McGhee, M.P., who
called attention to some implications of the Georgeist philosophy
which were often overlocked, and was carried unanimgusly.

Apologies for unavoidable absence were received from Mrs
Iewis Berens, Mr Will Thorne, C.B.E., M.P., and from two former
Presidents of the League—Messtrs H. G. Chancellor and T.
Atholl Robertson, F.R.G.S.

The annual report of the Executive was printed in the Monthly
Bullatin of the League for April ; copies are still available.

SCOTTISH LEAGUE: William Reid, Secretary, 9 Woodside
Crescent, Glasgow, ©.3. ( Phone : Douglas 5599.)

Mr Mungo Fairley represented a Glasgow branch of the
Labour Party at the Scottish Labour Party Conference held in
Stirling on Saturday, 9th October. A resolution which his
society sponsored declared in favour of the Rating of Tand
Values. Mr Otto Ommer has spoken during May at one or two
open air mectings of the Scottish Socialist Party, emphasizing
the land question and taxation of iand values. -

The Ross-skive Journal of 15th May contains letters on
“ Upemployment in the Highlands.”” Omne of these deals with
Ricardo and his theory of rent, shows how land could be taxed
into use, and mere holding for misuse made unprofitable. " It is
initialed ** J.M.” In the Glasgow Herald of Friday, 24th May,
there was a letter from Mr Andrew Law which while dealing,
as usual, with his points against subsidies, quotas, and tariffs,
as regards foodstufls, emphasizes the effects that such measures
have in increasing agricultural remts. Mr William Kennedy

"dealt with the guestion of tariffs and their futility as a solution

of unemployment i the manufacturing trades, a day or two
garlier. 1nthe Glasgow evening papers Citizen, Times, and News,
there have been several letters advocating taxation of land
values. Mr A. J. Mace writes under such captions as ‘* Budgel
Secrets,” and deals with topics like tax dodging. Capt. A. R.
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McDiougal and A. S. M. have bad letters.on the agricultural
aspect of the question in the Scofisk Farmer.

MANCHESTER LEAGUE : Arthor H, Weller, J.P., Secoretary,
69 Picoadilly, Manchester, 1. (Phone : Central 3527.)

By the death of Mr I.. W. Zimmerman in his 8(th year, which
took place on 15th May, the wanchester League has lost one of its
oldest and most gifted supporters.  He was one of the founders
of the Leagne in 1906 and was ils first President, serving in that
capacity from 1906 to 1915, In those days Mr Zimmerman
was a prominent figure in Liberal pelitics and it was largely
due to his efforts that Mr Horridge {now Mr Justice Horridge)
opposed and defeated Mr Balfour in East Manchester. As a
speaker and writer on the Taxation of Land Values Mr Zimmer-
man was famous, and his death severs one of the few remaining
Links with Henry George, whom he met in Liverpool. In recent
vears Mr Zimmerman’s health did not allow him to take any
active part in the League’s work, but on the occasion of the
25th anniversary dinner in 1931 he was present and delighted
his friends and colleagues with his reminiscences. Mr Zimmer-
man leaves a son and danghter to whom the sincere sympathy
of all who knew him is here recorded. The League was repre-
sented at the funeral by Dr P. McDougall, Mr D. J. J. Owen,
Mr G. A. Goodwin and the Secretary.

Mr Owen addressed a meeting under the auspices of the Society
of Friends in Pendleton on 26th April.

Letters by E. M. Ginders and D, J. J. Owen have been printed
in the Manchester Guardian and by Edward Grice and A. H.
Weller in the Stockport Express. '

Open-air meetings at Alexandra Park Gate, Alexandra Road,
Moss Side, will be held on the following dates in June: Fridays
12th and 19th, and Wednesdays 24th and Ist July. Time of
meetings 8 p.m. ;

LIVERPOOL LEAGUE : F. R. Jones, Hon. Secretary, 23 Rock-
~lands Avenue, Bebington, Cheshire.

On 19th May Mr E. J. McManus addressed the Waterloo
Co-op. Women’s Guild. His subject was * The Problem of
Poverty."”

At the League Room, 21 Harrington Streef, a reading and
discussion circle is being held each Wednesday evening, 8.0 pm,,
throughout the sumrer. The text-book is ‘* Prolfection or
Fyee Trade.” Al members in our district are urged to spread
the news of this circle and to invite interested friends.

1a the Birkenhead News Mr O. B. Sweeney continues, week
by week, to spread instruction concerning our principles throngh
his " Fconomic Forum.” Latterly discussion has been pro-
ceeding with Social Credit supporters on the banking system,
apart from numerous questions and answers on other points.
Since this paper is sold over a very large area containing a
considerable population, the propaganda value of these economic
columas is very great.

‘YOEKS AND NORTHEEN LEAGUE: F. Skirrow, Secretary,
Tanfield Buildings, 129 Skipton Road, Eeighley.

The anmual meeting of the League took place at the Y.M.C.A.,
Albion Place, Leeds, on 23rd May, Mr Ashley Mitchell, our
president, presiding over the business session and Mr P. V. Olver
presiding at the public meeting that followed. The League's
territory is a very wide one, covering not only the largest countyin
England but the Northern Counties as well ; and at this mesting,
more so than in previous years, there was a good representation of
varions centres—Leeds, Sheffield, Halifax, ¥Inddersfield, Keighley,
etc. At the conclusion of the public meeting, at which
Messrs F. €. R. Douglas and A. W. Madsen {from London),
A. Mitchell and speakers addressed themselves to the subject
of ‘" International Peace and the Way to It,” the following
resolution was nnanimously adepted -

That this annual meeting of the Yorkshire and Northern
Land Values League declares that land monopoly is the
fundamental cause of poverty and unemployment which are
the conditions in each country that foster domestic and
consequently international strife ; that industrial depression is
further aggravated by the taxation that is thrown on trade
and improvements and consumption ; and that the road to
progress and prosperity as well as international good will is
1o abolish the repressive and penal taxation now burdening all
industry, taxing instead the value of land, which being created
by the community should be taken for the community as its
rightful xevenue.

Discussion followed the speeches, Messrs John Archer, Fred
Adams, A. Goodram and others taking part.

For the ensuing year the following officers were elected :
President, Ashley Mitchell ; Chairman, P. V. Olver; Vice-
Chairmen, C. . Smithson, Jabez Crabtree, Councillor A. W,
Dakers, R. W. Jenkins, Charles Rothwell, John Archer, T. .
Kaye, and George Boulton. Hon. Treasurer, Wm. Thomson ;
Hon, Secretaries, C, H. Jones and A. E, C, Brook, An executive

committee was also elected of members from centres within the

Teague’s territory. The Hon. Treasurer’s and the Sccretary's
reputts were adopted, the latter referring in particular to the large
amount of newspaper correspondence that had been carried out
by quite a corps of able writers.

“"In Keighley on 24th May public demonstrations on Peace,
organized by a number of bodies in the town—political parties,
co-operative association, the churches, etc.—were held in the
afternoon (open air) in the Town Hall Square and in the evening
in the Town Hall. Mr Madsen and Mir Douglas were the spokes-
men for the Henry George movement and dealt with the Economic
Causes of War.

Correspondence has been exceptionally voluminous during the
past five weeks and we are grateful to editors for so much
hospitality in their colamns. Inevitably the recent outspoken
declaration of Sir Benjamin Dawson, the Bradford Conservative
leader, on poverty and unemployment provided the theme for
many a letter. The list of contributors from “ our side '’ is as
follows :—

27th April, E. A. Lassen in Yorks Observer;  28th April,
“ Radical >’ and the Secretary in Yorks Obs.; 29th April, E. A.
Lassen in Yorks Obs.; 30th April, J. T. Hastings in Carlisle
Journal ; 1st May, E. A. Lassen in Yorks Obs.; and G. Crosland in

" Pudsey and Stanningley News ; 5th May, the Secretary in Yorks

Obs. and Howard Binns in Yorks Evening News ; 7th May, E. A.
Lassen in Yorks Obs.; 8th May, J. W. Booth in Yorks Obs. and
G. Crosland in Pudséy and Stanningley News; 9th May,
H. Binns in Keighley News ; 11th May, H. Binns in Yorks Obs.;
13th May, the Secretary and A. W. Dakers in Yorks Obs; 14th
and 15th May, E. A. Lassen in Yorks Obs.; 15th May, H. Binns
in Yorks Obs. and G. Crosland in Pudsey and Stanningley News ;

- 18th May, G. Crosland and A, W. Madsen in Yorks Obs.; 21st
-May, J. M. Inerney and H. Binns in Yorks Obs.; 23:d May, A. W.
- Madsen in Keighley News : and in the Bamsley Chroznicle Fred

Adams has had a noteworthy series of letters week by week.
On 6th May, C. H. Jones addressed the Social Credit Group, and

.the Secretary addressed a Liberal meeting at Harden or 19th
. May.

MIDLAND LEAGUE : Chapman Wright, Hon. Secretary, 20
Cannon Street, Birmingham, 2,
The Annual Meeting of the League was held on 16th May at

" Queen’s College Chambers. Among those present were R. I

Chamberlain, A. W, Madsen, G. G. Houghton, Miss Mackinnon
{Toronto), E. E. Sheppard, W. F. Greig, Miss Houghton, Mr and
Mrs J. Bush, J. Snaith, and Chapman Wright.

- Mr R. H. Chamberlain was re-elected President, with Vice-
Presidents as follows: Councillor R. R. Fairbairn, J.P., J.
Douglas Graham, Councillor Miss C. E. Hazel, J.P., Wilrid Hill,
and Councillor G. F. Sawyer.

The following Resolution was passed : * That Land Values
are due to no individual effort but solely to the growth of the
whole community, that speculation in these Social Values, and
their continued collection for private use, are opposed to the
welfare of the nation and, unless ended by the Tazation of Land
Values, will sap the very foundation of our civilization.”

After formal business Mr Madsen gave an address dealing with
“ Right to Land the Basis of Security,” which was greatly
appreciated, and votes of thanks to the Speaker and Chairman
concluded the meeting. The address had good reports in the
Birmingham Gazelte and Sunday Mercury, the latter with display

headlinés—"* Fanning the War Flame >— British Tariff
Policy.”

BRISTOL LEAGUE: J. H. Hurley, Hon. Secretary, 14 Gueen’s
Road, Knowle, Bristol, 4.

The meetings of the Leagne will be held periodically during the

Summer months, and members will be advised from time to time

of arrangements.
A fresh edition of a ‘* Statement on the Land Question ™ has

“been issued, and members and friends are asked to keep a quantity

by them for propaganda uses.

Mr B, J. Brierley, the President, has addressed {wo well-
attended meetings, from which new contacts have been formed.
A meeting of the League will meet at 8 Abbey Road, Westbury, on
Monday, 8th June, at 7.45 where a review of the past season’s
work will be given.

PORTSMOUTH LEAGUE: A. H. Stoakes, Hon. Secrefary,
110 Batfing Road, Portsmouth.

The annual meeting of the Portsmouth I.eague was held in
Woesley Central Hall on Wednesday, 13th May, Mr Thirsk,
President, occupying the Chair. The meeting proceeded to elect
office holders for 1936-37 as follows :—President, Mr H. Thirsk ;
Vice-presidents, Messrs J. H. McGuigan and T. Collins Bailey ;
Secretary, Mr A H. Stoakes; Treasurer, Mr F. Miller; Com-
mittes, Messrs S. Cole, F. Satterthwaite, A. Cooper ; Auditors,
Messts R. H. Cole and A. Cooper.

“The President addressing the meeting remarked that his
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personal reason for association with the movement was his
realization that the taxation of land values was the basic reform,
in the absence of which other reforms were abortive. Itappeared
to him that the way of econiomic salvation, iike that of spiritual
salvation, was so plain that ** the wayfaring man though he be a
iool need not err therein,” -

Referring to the activities of the Portsmouth League, the
President said that, though a small body, it exerted a large
influence locally. People in all quarters of the town, although
ot members, were found to be in agreement with the policy of
taxing land values and it was, in fact, a matter of difiiculty to
find real opposition outside of the vested interesis.

He referred also to the resolution in favour of rating values
which should have been debated in the City Council on the
previous day, but which, owing to prossure of business, had not
been reached.

The Secretary’'s report for the year 1935-36 and the balance
sheet were presented. Correspoadence in the local Evening
News concerning the National Debt afforded Mr McGuigan the
opportunity to get some very effective Istiers published. Mr
F. Collins Bailey too, has been successful in getting lotters to the
Evening News published.

HIGHLAND LEAGUE:
Areade, Invorness.

Mr Alexander Polson, ]J.P., has passed away at 80 years of age
in Edinburgh where he resided for the past six months. in
1924-25 he was President of the League and presided at a mass
meeting on the Exchange on the 8th june, 1925, when Alderman
J. R. Firth of Sydoey addressed it. Mr Polson was a school-
teacher for many years in Caithness, Ross-shire, and was an anthor

I. Macken=zie, Hon. BSecrefary, The

of a ook on Highland folklore and could expound the teachings
of Henry George at great length when on the platform. -He

gave evidence before Lord Napier's Comumission and served two
terms of office on the County Council of Caithness.

The Highland Land Development League held a meeting n

Inverness on the 19th May and was addressed by Dr Lachlan
Grant, the Rev. Mr Murchison of Glenelg, and Sir Robert Brook
of Tearn, Ross-shire. The attendance was small. Dr Grant
spoke of the need of settling people on the land.  But how ?

WISE MEN WEAR A
“LITESOME” BELT

A definite advance upon
the old suspensory bandages

== Doctors agree that the vital ovgans of man need adequate
“ "support and protection from strain as he reaches maturity.
“The * Litesome ™ Body Belt and Supporter gives this
protection as no other article can. It i3 an.exmllent
safeguard against rupture and varicocele, and imparts
new comfort and braced-up feeling.
No less than three thousand doctors have testified to the
merits of the * Litesome ™ Belt, which is worn by men
in ail parts of the world. )
It is adjustable and outlasts six suspensory bandages ;
unlike these out-of-date articles, which are quickly
destroyed by washing, it is specially made to be washable
and unshrinkable,
Beautifully made of woven materials of featherweight
softness and lightness.
In 2 sizes: 28 in. to 34 . waist and 34 in. to
40 in. waist.
Obtainable at all Boois’ Branches, PRICE,
Taylors Drug Co., Harrods, Timothy
White’s, Gamages, Sports Owuthiters,
Chemists, etc, or, if any difficulty, post

free from makers, in plain package. 4/ 6

Querseas Customers 5/- post free.

‘LITESOME"

BODY BELT & SUPPORTER

FRED HURTLEY, LTI,
Hosiery Manunfacturers, Keighley, Yorks.
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WRINGER
16 inch 43/-
14 inch 39/-

COMPLETE WITH
'MANGLING BOARD

THE new ACME Model 50, built |
of rustproofed blue enamelled '
stecl, is the one wringer for every
home; it can be rigidly fixed to
either tab, fable, sink or barh, and
put away on a shelf after use.

And what 2 wonderful wringer it Is, FEverything from
baby’s bib to a blanket comes through the pure rubber
rollers so much casier, quicker and drier, and infinitely
cleaner, too, because all the clinging particles of dirt
that rinsing cannot dislodge are removed by the strong,
elastic pressure of the exira thick rollers.

Furthermore, the ACME saves purposeless labour. It
prevents splashing and does npot break buttons or
fasteners. Choose an ACME; it carries a ten years free
replacement guarantee and will last a lifetime.

FREE CHOICE OF FPFIXTURES-—to fix the
ACME en either tub, table, sink or bath.
Packed with the wringer ore the srandard tub and table clamps
which have made the ACME famous as & pottable wringer.

Should these seandard clamps be unsuitable, you have fres choice
from seven altzrnative fixtures, any one of which your Retailer will
supply frze of charge in exchange for the unused srandard clampa.

ENTIRELY BRITISH MADE BY

ACME WRINGERS LTD.
DAVID STREET, GLASGOW, S.E.

%b]ishéd by Tax Usrrenp CoMMITTEE ¥OR TEE TAXATION OF LA;D Varugs, Lao., York Mansion, 94 Petty Fra.nee;olﬁndon, 8S.W.1,
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