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Geneva and the International Union.—As reported
m onr last month’s issue, the Memiorandum on the
Heonomic Canses of War and of Industrial Depression

issued by the Interpationsl Union for Land Value-{

Taxabion and Free Trade was submitted o the moembers
and experts in attendance at the League of Wations
Boonomic Conderence in Geneva.,  Messes AL W, Madsen
and . C. R, Douglas, acting for the Union, spent cight
davy on tlm spob and wers lwpt busy with intervicws
and related Press work, securing for the Memorandum
the personal interest of nmmerous members and making
certain that every person concerned received a copy.
The roessage sent by the Union was brought again to
the notice of all the 470 delegates and the 226 repre-
sentatives of the P'ress by the calling of a special mecting
to discuss the prineiple and policy recommended to the
Uonference.” in these ways acquaintance was made
with friends and sympathizers from many nationalities,
including Great Britain, Ireland, Kew Zealand, Denmark,
Norway, Germany, Holland, Poland and Finland. A
geatifying feature of the infervicws and conversations
was the tribute paid to the name and influence of
Henry George and the acceptance of his philosophy.

A Voice for the Bingle Tax Doctrine,~The attention
thug given to our statement was the more noteworthy as
the delegates had been inundated with a mags of official
DS, the “documentation” of the Conference, com-
srising af the siasb more than sixty bulky pubhcat’ens,
estimated $0 extend to 12,000 printed pages and added
to enormously every day with fresh issues, On the
other hand, ewing to the very size of the Conference and
its conecnbrabion upon the work in hand, which made
members wnapproachable for the hulk of the time and
their views unknown until they had a chance to apeak,
it was only by declarations made at the ond of the
procesdin vat two other friends of our ideas revealed
themselves —Dr A, T, Restrepo, permanent delegate
for Colombia at the League of Nations and Mr M. W’ei)w
Secrotary of the Swiss Foderation of Trade Unions.
Dr Restrepo’s appeal in favonr of the HSingle ‘fax

principle “ especially in the ecase of landiords whe
receive rent for their land withont contributing to its
productivity,” and Mr Weber’s point that every beneiit
and advantage ultimately increases the rent of land
were glimpses of light in an otherwise dull, stexile
and dreary dehate,

Breaking Ground.—In the circumstances it was
not possible to have the Memorandum presented for
discusgion as an official paper and included in the
official documentation. That action could only have
been taken by a member of the Conference and none
of those eonsulted was in the position to face the
responsibility although themselves heartily supporting
the views set forth. The diffienity was stated to be
that the consent of colleagues and associates would
first be required and the delegation to which they
belonged had all their an\’ivt%(»s in front of them to geb
a hearing for the views they hiad come to Geneva $o
submit. Nevertheless the} welcomed the propaganda
the Union had wndertaken, bringing to many the
realization that the land question was of parammmt
importance and that this underlying aspect of the busi-
ness the Conference had been called to discuss miust
sooner or later come uppermost.

The Wider Appeni.
the Memorandum has been weleomad as a most valuable
campaign document for geneval distribution. Besides
the action taken by iunulq wriers In posting it to
thousands of addresses in Creat Britain and abroad,
active members and branches in the Usited States,
Denmark, Norway, Holland, 4 A6TTIANY, France, Hel-
gium, Austna, Hungary and Spain have co- oper: uted
to the best of their al:lify in circulating it to the Press,
to members of Parlissnent and of Governments, to
social and political organizations, and to numerous
agencies. The French and German translations have
been succeeded by translations nto Danish, Norwegian,
Dutch, Hungarian and Hpanish, voluntarily under-
taken so that the most cffective use could be made
of the message wherever these languages are spoken.
The work of distribution and circulation goes on and
it will be some timme hefore it is fully completed. It
hag brought us muck: «orrospondence with many gradi-
fying expressions of approval and goodwill—and coa-
gratulations to the dreftminan, which we are haj )
convey to our collearue, Aldermun ¥ C. R, Douglas.

The Findings of the Jonferencs. —We give some space
in this issue to a synopsis of the three weeks’ discussion
in Geneva, The abstrazct provides its own running
commentary on the clash of idess. It will be. easily
seen that the case for Free Trade, even in the most
limited sense, was always in jeopardy, and it is 1ot

surprising that the resciutions adopted had nothing

more definite to say than that © the time has comae to
put an end to the incresse in tarifis and to move 1o tic

Apart from its use at Geneva
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opposite direction.” Hven to get so much established a
long and hard fight had to be fought againet the
prejudices of the protectiondsts. For the rest, the
tariff policy was ingeniously countenanced under the
administrative proposals all belonging to the
¥ fariff tochnique ” o well named by Br Robinson of
the United States—tarills to be simplified and unified,
to be given a cormmoen nomenclature by the different
nations, to be made more stable, to be applied with less
difficulty and fower furmadlities, to be noted and recorded
by an internztional comparative statistical bureau.
What is all this but to take protocsion for granted, as
something the Governments ought o improve and
perfect ¢ There were pleas in behalf of preferential

cover of

duties established under " most-faveured-nation ”
agreeraenss, and Free Traders were given o understand

that the repeal of tarifls in one coundry was something
for Governments to coasider on condition that other
countries were prepared o take similay action, The
rustiest surely of all the weapous in the protectioniss
ATTROUTY, :

The Jost of it AL —With never a glance at the land
guestion i relation fo taxation or a thought expressed
that the monopoiy of natural resources bad snyvthing
o do with the preduction and distribaution of wealth,

the Conference tried to separate the problems of © com-
moree ” and  Uindastry 7 oand 7 agriculture.”  The

withholding of land from uge, the speculative advance
in the value of land, bad apparenily nothing to do with
the case. Indugtey and agrienltore were pui in the
dook, $o be told that shey were inefficient and badly
organized. The troubles of Eu:fope would ceass o
pm:‘n ex if industry would bus © rationalize 7 produetion
and if agriendiure would iind a way out of the dis-
pguilibrivm 7 through credits and co-operation. It
took a yesr and three weeks of conventrated effort to
put these futilitios on record, and it is estimated that
the assemblied nations have spent q[me £100.6064 on the
job.

The Margin of Advantage—In a pamphlet named
“ A Prosperous Countryside,” which explaing the
Labour Party’s land policy, Mr Ramsay M&ci)onald
has 1’r}1i% 0 say —

“Y t had to pay too much by way of COmpen-
sation, then I would not do it . | but if—
as in the present case—the compensation to be paid
still leaves a clear margia of advantage to the com-
rmumnity, then I would have no hesitasion in paying
the compensation and pocketing the margin of
advantage for the community.”

Of cowse not. The point I8 there would be no
margin for the community. If and when the deal
is made it will not fall to Mr MacDonald to say how much
compensation is to be paid. Meanwhiie the country-
side could be improved not a little if the monopoly in
land was broken up by a flat tax on the valne of all
jand. This is a policy that will vaise the margin of
production, provide new openings ,:01* la bour and advan-
fage the community as a whole. will rakse wa
and lower vent; land plrchase w 111 hdi ¢ the opposite
effect.  God hvlp the farm worker if he is to wait for
relief unkil public opinion ripens for any scheme of Jand

sationalization.

What Preference Means.—The Times, 16th May,
reports from its own eorrespondent in St,'dm»v —

- The Taritf Commissionds being almost ov erwhelmed

with applications for bigher dutics from old-estabiished
industries and from dustries wnder mposts aug-
gosted by the Commission. Hegquests for  doties
of 60 per cent sre becoming comimon, and the
manufacturers  concerned that, with 60 per

rge

PO

cent against foreigners, 45 per cent would be ample

preference on British goods.

Gur subsidized Empire Marketing
explain in some of its advertisements how Australia
bampers British imports at this end.  We suggest
the terms of s Poster by t‘lw Emi 'B_ : Blz\ B]’]li'a}l
goods but don’s forget iha,t
set against any ‘such reci pmci . _
some distance from * Free Trade u'i%hia\ t,he Ei B
The Times correspondent  further  reports that
American companies will probably build factories in
Australin to get Inside the tariff walls and that Great
Britain, therefore, has 6o wmeot ever-increasing  com-
petition for her goods.”  Hvidently, the eure is for
Great Britain to proesed with her factories © down
unader.”  But in that case what would become of he
HMB. and its agenocies ¢

Board should

13
oy
.

The Real Lock-cut.—A subscriber writes: * Has
anyone made the point, over the Trades Uniong Bill,
that the only © Lock-cut’ that has any real meaning
or imporkanee is the apeculative increase in Land Values,
which really amounts to a lock-out of Labour and
Capital by landownﬁ}('s % Bee Prog-ress and Poverty,
Book V, Chap. 1.

We ;fieldls reproduce the pasgage referred to by cur
friend, and sug ggost o sthoughtful digest of the chapter
ay a whole; it is dev obed fo the primazy cause of
industrial depression :—

" The primary and fundamental occupations, whick
create » demand for all others, are evidently those
which extract wealth from nasure, and, hence, if we
trace from one exchange point to another, and from
one oscupation to another, this check to production,.
which s}wmh itsel in decreased purchasing power, we
mush ultimately find it in some obstacle which checks
labour in expending ibself on land.  And tiat obstacle,
it 18 elear, iz the &pecu%gztin" agvance in rent, or the
value of Lmd which produces the same effects as (in
fact, it is) a lock-cut of labour and capital by land-
owners. Uhis chesk to production, beginning as the
basis of interlaced industry. propagates iself from
exchange point Lo exchange point, cessation of sapply
bawmmg failure of ¢1f_.=a,and, imiil, so to spealk, the
whole machine is thrown oud of gear, and the
spm’ra,@le is everywhere presented of labour going o

aibe while labourers suifer from want.

Minding One’s Own Business.—In a letter addressed
to the Conservative candidate at the Bosworth by-
election lagt month the Chancellor of the Exchequer
observes \—

“ Minding one’s own business is an extremely useful
‘rule. The business of frade wnions is to look afier
the interests of their members irrespective of Party.
A Parliament froely chosen om a democratic franchise
is the only authority under the British Constitution
for settling political issues. To bring ordmary party
politics into the Factories is to do greab injury to our
incustries akready hard prossed in the competition of
the modern world.”

The Parlisment may have boen freely chosen, but it
was unfairly chosen.  Our voting system loads the dice
against an inipartial represontation. It is a Parlianent
with a Covernment thal represents a minority of the
elecbors and i thervefore nol entitled to the rospect
e Churchill elaims for it, boih by inference and asser.
tion. We wounld have the same observation to make of
a Labour or a Libersl parlianmentary majority holding
office in simitar eircomstances, At the general clection
ihe combined vote of the Labour and Liberal Part
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was ahead of the vote cast for. the Conservatiye Party,
and 1o one can be impressed with the statﬂment that
a Government measure wasg ca,rned byan® overwhelmmg
vote in the House of Cominons.”

Industry and Politics. Mr Churchill holds the: view
that trade unionists should .confime themselves to trade
-union affairs and not mix them up with-political ideals.
Speaking at London, 6th May, he said : ““The remedy
15 extremely.simple. -Keep the trade unions out of
party poh‘tics, and keep party politics out of the trade
unions.”” 1t is not just so simple, for it cuts both ways.
If the trade unions should ban party polities it is only
fair that the pohtical parties shonld keep their politics
outb of industry ; or is it Mr Churchill’s opinion that he
and his political associates are to have the first and
lagt word on the question In that case what becomes
of our free democratic institutions ? What is “ safe-
guarding > but a political inferfersnce with industry ?
If the trade unions may not dabble in party politics
what about the business men’s organizations, and the
farmers’ unions, out openly for tariff plunder and sub-
sidies ? Mr Churchill will have o try again. He can
no more keep parky politics out of ‘trade wnions than
the Tories of a former time could keép the question of
the franchise from being discussed in working-class
circles. ;

The Right to Work.—Speaking at a Primrose League
meeting, London, 6th May, Mr Churchill benevolently
ceded the right to strike as a melancholy feature of a
free community, and added : “ If the right to strike is
inherent in British frecdom the right to work is equally
inviolable.” There seems to be a principle at stake
here. If the right to work is so sacred, what about the
economic tyranny that permits some people to deny to
others the right to earn a living on the land ¢ It is
not party politics in factories, trade unions or churches
that stands in the way of employment and prosperity ;
" it is land monopoly and nothing else. Tariffs, credits,
loans and such like remedies, cannot put mdustry on
its feet, so long as .speculation in land values continues
to narrow the field of industrial development.

A Road Widening Hlustration.—The Newcastle Journal,
6th May, reports the following action following .the
decision of the Middlesbrough Rural Council to com-
pulsorily. acquire ‘widths of frontage for the purpose of
widening the highway :—

Evidence and cross-examination made it olea.r that
in 1922 each man had purchased an acre plot of

land frosting Acklam Lane at the rate of 2s. per’

square yard. The road widening scheme necessitated
the acquisition of 463 square yards of Mr Foxter’s
plot and 103 square yards of Mr Atkinson’s. Hach
valued the desired strip at 20s. per square yard, or
ten times more than he had paid for it five years ago.

Both owners mainfained that the land was worth
every penny they asked, evenm though advantages

might accrue from the improved highway. They-

admitted, in cross-examination, that they had been
warned at the time of purchase that the fronfage
sections would subsequently be acquired for the road
making. Since -the arbifration proceedings were
decided upon, Mr Atkinson had reduced his price fo
8s. per square yard, and Mr Foxter to 7s. 6d.- The
digtriet valuer had offered. 3s. :

As Lord Strathelyde has.put it : These owners may

be quite right-in $heir estimate, bui while they wait’

on their price lev them pay rates and taxes on ihe
value of their land. 1f this principle were observed
aopes and square miles of land everywhere held out of
uge would come b0 the market at ftheir trze value,

housing would' be relisved, and the * dole * would dis-
appear like a bad drearo. Bufof course it is understood
that such ideas are fanatical; and as a rule held by
people who. believe that the taxation of land values

would: bring & new heaven on earth -and that is a.ga.:msb

nature and religion !

« An Ihcrement of Value. ”w—London Land Va,lues'
- as described in the Press, always stand for so much
" educational influence. %s the itéms appear they are

duly noted by an ever-growing public who readily admit
the scandal of the appropriation. of public values for
privaté pockets. The ground rents and rack rents of
London, as the sales and transfers are recorded, make
a steady and certain support for the taxation of Land
Values. The Times. 30th May, has an illuminating
staterent on the Adelphi estate (under two acres), to be
sold by anction 21st June, from which we gquote :—
“The improvemsnts foreshadowed in fthe recent
Report of the Roval Commlssmn on Crogs-River
Traffic in London open up “a wide vista of additional
and hardly calculable factors making for the increment
of value of the Adelphi’ The bearing of the vastly
increagsed ground rents and rack rents yielded as a
result of recent changes in the Kingsway area, and
in Regent Street, Piccadilly, and elsewhere, is pointed
out, as well ag the fact that “little of the best land in
Central London is lefb for development, and that

little includes, firss = and foremost, in present value_

and future possibilities, the Adelphl ‘site *.”

“ The freehold rental is £28,000 a year, from short
tenancies which in hardly any ingtance represent the
actual current value of the property.”

One of London's ** golden miles” stretches from
Charing Cross to the Bank of England ; the Adelphi
estate is but a small section of it. c ‘

The Root Cause of Poverty.—In a well-expressed
letter appearing in the Yorkshive Post, 12th May, A. W
Dakers has this to say :

“* Gibbon, and all who ha.ve described the last days
- of the Mistress of the World, are unanimous in ascrib-
ing the downfall of Rome, not to her superabundant,

but to her dwindling population. Our great centres-

of population are congssted, not because there is not
sufficient room for our people, but because our laws
give to a section of she community the power to
forbid access to the lind which should be avaiiable
for human settiement and use. It is not the niggard-
liness of Nature and Nature's God which is at fault

but man’s mismanagement of the earth whose govern--

ment was entrusted to his chirge. Henry George
discovered the secret which our polificians so. far
confess their inability to penetrate. . . . Syduey,
a city which bids fair o be the future Metropolis
of the New World, levies her rates on the value of
.her sites, and exempis buildings and all- other
improvements from tazation. The result is seen in
her rapid expansion from the second to the premier
place among Australasian towns, an expansion which
has not, as in this country, been accompanied by the
growt‘.h but on the conivary, by ‘xh( dxsappearance of
shums.”

Mr Dakers is to be (ongratulated on thls pleee of

writing.

We were pleased to have a visit last menth from’ Mr
Jakob E. Fange of Denmark just before his departure
home after a three weeks tour of ¥ngland. He has
been investigating agricultural conditions, and as a
Danish aunthority will report his mpressmns to the

Land and Nation League.
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VERSE MAKING
By Joseph Dana Miller

We give a cordial welcome to this well-chosen collec-
tiont of verses® from the industrious and stimulating
pen of our co-worker, the Editor of Land and Freedom.
In hig interesting preface the Author reminds us that
many of the verses are the echoes of past decades and
that we speak to-day in a different language. In a
sense that is true, but the sentiments finely expressed
in some of the poems are tuned to the age of an andience
that is ever the same. We venfure to name the first
seb of verses as among the best,

DawNING

You who have walked in the wilderness, you who have
slept in the shade,

Seeing no sun in the shadow, learning the gods to upbraid ;

You who have marvelled and murimured, seeing no star
in the skies— -

Lift up your heads from ydur bosomns ! here is a light for .

your eyes.

Man is a man, not a creature armed with claw and tooth,
Loving the right as he sees it, hating the wrong and untruth ;
Full of a worship for freedoim—Dbe it not said to hig shame,

Fighting the fight of the tyrant always in liberty’s name !

Come with us now, for not Moses, blindded by all that he saw,
Read in the thunders of Sinai purer or perfecter law.
Truth, for a thousand Pilates sneering in vain despite,
Still may be won to the striver, light to the searcher of light.

Thought is a breaker of idols, idols of iron wrought ;

He who would win for freedom, first must be free in thought.
Prejudice holds us in prison—thus do the barriers bind

Out frora the vista of vision all of the children of mind.

Come with us, friend, there is breaking over the hills that
were grey.

With the mists of the old world’s twilight the dawn of a
brighter day.

Whethar we who have hoped shall see it, God knows, and
His will be done—

Enough that the standard’s lifted and the onward march
begun ! .

Enough -that those who have struggled shall lie on the
ecouch of death,

And hear the tramp of the legions and bless them with
latest breath !

Enongh to hope that the infant that smiles at its mother’s
knee

Tz heir to the grander future and the earth that is to he !

Here is a verse that makes us feel young again, taken
from a selection that sings of fields, woods and sea.

A Soweg or TRE WusT

Sing us asong of the West, where the hearts of men are free,

Where the birds of freedom nest close to the western sea ;

Where the winds are loosed on the hill, and the mountain
air ig dry,

And the calm, round moon is still in an endless prairie sky.

Where in beauty of Hght and gold, in their everlasting march,

The legion of stars are rolled through the seas of the azure
arch—

A spangle of flame and light, a cluster of yellow and gold

Set deep in the western night, and high where the hills are
cold.

It is here that the soul has birth, and rises to newer power.

Tor here is the sap of earth, saved from the primal hour !

* Thirty years of verse making: A selection from the
verses of Joseph Dana Miller, contributed during the past
thirty and more years to various periodicals. Publisher,
150, Nassau Street, New York City. Price 2 dollars.

The Author’s graceful lines on the passing of Henry
George awaken past mermories, and will bring to many
who have since taken to the teaching of Progress and
Poverty a desire to add to their library a copy of
Dana Miller’s song book.

Hewry GEorsE—DIiED 1887

Prophet, farewcll | thy coming and thy going,
From birth to death, now that life’s course hath run, .
Leaves us with nothing worth our poor bestowing

For such high service done, -

Lo ! on the bisr thou liest, but thy spirit

Iz one with ug—though stilled the mortal breath ;

Who seize the people’s crown of love and wear it,
Know no guch thing ag death.

Pags with thy banners through these open portals ;

Thy bones and body mingle with the sod,

But thy white soul is of the great irnmortals,
poldier and saint of (lod !

Soldier and saint ! mankind grown weary waiting

Their champion grovelled like the brutish swine,

And filled with dread vevilings and with hating,
Cursed God and Fis design.

But now faith wakes m hearts where faith has slumbered ;

We know the warring of the lands shall cease ; '

We know at last these dreadful nights are numbered,
And earth shall win its peace.

Let monuments of ¢rumbling granite tower,

But till time fade awd stellar light grow dim,

The whole round earth irom this most tragic hour
Is sepulchre for liim.

OUR ANNIVERSARY

Land & Liberty was founded in June, 1894, wnd
therefore enters its thirty fourth year with this issue.
The Journal continuss te make new friends, but there
is always s welcoms for the newcomer. We are fre-
quently asked for atvice as to how best to promote the
movement in thig, that wnid the other distriet. One
good way is to enrol new snbseribers to Land & Liberty.
1t should have a more extensive civculation, we are offen
told. The question i, how can thiz be attained ? Only
by those readers conceined bringing the Journal and ifs
claims before their friends and associates, by sale at-
meetings, having it placed regularly in public libraries
and reading rooms and by naming it in press corre-
spondence.

We are ever encouraged by the unfiring zeal of
subscribers who adopt these and gimilar methods of
gaining new strength and influence for the Journal that
“ speaks fearlessly and with marked ability on the need
for asound economic policy.” Thisserviceis appreciated
and if its efficiensy could only be increased by 10 per
cent there would be a lively move out to some inviting
propaganda loudly «alling for attention.

The Sustention ¥Fand is open to all subscribers.
It has still to qualify for that special favour mentioned
in the April issue. As we there remarked : the final
word is with those who can and will resolve to better the
condition of our financinl resources at this time.

Readers will be cheered to know that the Memorial
edition of The Labour Question is already exhausted, and
to fulfil a large order from Australia a second impression
of 5,000 had to he placed with the printer. The
pamphlet, as with all our literature, carries an advertise-
ment of Land & Liberly.
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HARRY LLEWELYN DAVIES
MEMORIAL

On 7th May, at Newbie Annan, Scotland, a freestone.

bridge over Milnfield Burn in memory of our late
volleague Harry Llewelyn Davies was formally opened by
Mrs Davies. The Annandale Observer gave a three-
colnmn report of the proceedings. On behalf of the
Mevnorial Committee Mr G Brock asked Mr Charles T
Crompton to take charge of what was $o follow.

in the course of his address HMr Crompton said : .

My Davies was a man of great principles and great
idcals, He would go so far as to say he was almost
visionary. As many of them kncw he spent much of
hig time endeavouring to improve the social conditions
wherever he went. He was a visionary but he had
also his practical side. When he found he eould not
veform the world according to hix ideas, he wanted in
Lis own particular cormer of it to make the world a
Little better than perhaps it otherwise would have
been.  His ideal was for freedom for everybody and
good fellowship and straight dealing with his neighhours.

Mr William Renton said he was very glad indeed
to be able to- pay his. tribute to the memory

of their late friend and leader, Harry Llewelyn Davies. ,

T4 was now approaching some thirty-eight vears sioce
hw first met Mr Davies.  He was then a young enthusiast
sbriking oub into the world %o gain experience in his
piofession. He was a disciple of Henry George,
preaching with his perswasive eloguence the docirines
of the Single Tax. The outstanding feature of the man
was g courtesy: He was one of Nature’s gentlemen
o all occasions.

Mx W. W. Platt, auditor of the fires, said to him the
name of Mr Davies was synonymons with commercial
integrity, uprightness and fair dealing.

Mr Crompton, on behalf of the Committee, handed
to Mrs Davies an album with photosraphs of the bridge.
A brouze tablet with the following inscription was
tized to the stone prepared for its reception :—

“To the Memory of Harry Liswelyn Davies by
Lis fellow-workers and friends. May, MCMXXVIL"

When the tablet had been safely fixed, Mrs Davies
briefiy addressed the gathering. Speaking under the
inilience of deep emotion, she said she had often longed
for an opportunity of saying how deeply she appre-
ciated that beautiful expression of their regard for
Mi Davies. She knew that that little bridge was an
autward sign of the monument in their hearts, a monu-
ment of love and admiration, and the remembrance
of that would always be a help and a strength to her.
She really could not find words to convey her feelings
at the present moment, but she just wished to say
hat it gave her deep pleasure to be with them that
aftsrnoon. '

* * %

_The 1dea of erecting this bridge to the memory of
Hary Llewelyn Davies at Newbie, where he was well
beloved for hix own sake no less than for his good works,
was a happy inspiration. It is an improvement thai
stands for character, understanding and good fellowship.
The bridge will acbvantage the commun ity, and that was
his wim in life. In hig philosophy we rise and fall
together, and he was strong in the conviction that the
individual would best find himsel in looking to the
welfare of others.  Ag Mrs Davies truly sald, in her
winning foreword to #he Memorial edition of The Labour
tHuestion ... ’

T He truly loved his fellow gen aﬁd his deep

. suddenly passed out of {

human sympathy and love of liberty and truth in-
spired him with the Lelief that these could be reached
if only people would faithfully follow the light of
reason. Ie belisved that a betier understanding
among men was possible, and longed for it passionately,
and strove for it in all his activitios.” '
Newbie was u grief-stricken cowmunity when he
life and movemens, four years
ago. In hushed accents the lament was heard :
“Mr Davies has goue, and the place will never be the
same again.” - The Memorial can speak for the spirit
that still prevails.

In his address Mr Crompton said : “ the bridge con-
nected Newbie with the rest of the world ”; and $he
thought comes that in many directions far beyond the
purview of this nseful landmark the influence of Harry
Llewelyn Davies, as a disciple of Henry George, is still
at work. The Labour Question is an intellectual
memorial to his memory, a bridge over which tens of
thousands will pass to that better understanding, and
80 t0 the road that leads to the City of Justice.

NOTES AND NEWS

The site and buildings of the Birmingham Blue Coat
School, fronting Colmore Row, which is in the centre
of the City, have been sold to the Birmingham Cor-
poration for £120,000 (Birmingham Post, 28th April).
The site covers an area of 2,370 square yards. The
School buildings are antiquated and the price really

-reflects the value of the site, which works out at the

rate of a little over £30 per square yard or £245,000
per acre. A new school will be built in the suburbs.

% * *

Hugh Jones, of Anglesey, left his father’s farm at

Ysgellog, Anglesey, and became the tenant of Creigiau
Farm, of twenty-mine acres, at an annual rent of £58.
He worked so well that nine years later he owned the
farm, possessing stock to the value of £500. Fe then
took up the tenancy of his father’s old farm, at Ysgellog,
a farm of 147 acres, at an annual rent of £150, and
paid £1,000 for stock. The following year, which was
after the war, Hugh Jones purchased Ysellog for £4,500
raised. on mortgages and overdrafts. He was, he said,
practically compeiled to purchase or give up the fenancy.
As a result, instead of paying £150 in rent the mortgage
and interest involved him in an annual payment of
£250. Losses on cattle and crops also forced sales.

This was the story as related yesterday at the Bangor
Bankruptey Court, where he appeared, at the age of 52,
with a deficiency of £1,350 on gross labilities of £5,070.
Tears streamed down his face as he listened to the
Registrar’s and the Official Receiver’s sympathetic
comments, —Manchester Guardian, 28th May.

% * ®

In a review of Joseph Dana Miller’s Thirty Years of
Verse Making (Publisher, 150, Nassau Street, New York
City, price 2 dollars) the Christian Science Monitor says :
* ¥Frequently there is a marked grace and even nobility
of tone—a quiet ssthetic value less vivid, original,
daring, also less merely decorative, than that typical of
the poetry of the hour.”

The Boston (Hobe: * The contents of the volume reflect
the spirit of a past generation and will give pleasure to
2 wide field of resders.”

A. C. Campbell (Canada): “I am truly glad and
thankful for this work. Your tribute to Henry George
stands out for me as supreme. Your ‘ Two Gentlemen ’
ought to be printed everywhere.”

Anna George de Mille: “I am keen abont your

ool ?
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Th'e.l‘nf"er'dep_end;mlce of the
Economic Causes of War and of
Industrial Depression

{ Memorandum Addressed to the {nternational Eeonomic
Conference of the League of Nations, held at Geneva—
May, 1927—by the Infernational Union for Lond-Value
_ o Taxation and Lree Trade)
" The essential objects of the International Mconomic
Conference convened by the League of Nations are to
congider means of (a) removing the economic causes
which lead to war, and (B) promoting the improvement
of the economic position of the pecples of all nations.
These objects are closely relatod, and cannot be attained
independently of each other. The means which will
promote the economic prospsrity of the people of any
couniry will also help to promote the prosperity of other
eountries and secure the peace of the world.

The world of to-day constitutes a aingle economic
organization. -In.the changing vonditions of modern

times there isno longer any nation which is self-sufficient.

Even the United States of America, which constitutes
one of the largest and most diverse political States in
the world, is vitally dependent upon foreign countries
for a great variety of things which are essential to modern
industrial processes. . Mr Herbert Hoover who is a recog-
nized aunthority,-has stated that the United States is
dependent upon other parts of the world for no less
than seventy vital articles of commerce.*

‘The division of Iabour has long ago transcended nationsal
boundaries, and the arguments propounded by Adam
Smith in The Wealth of Nations for the necessity of
free intercourse between nations and for freedom of
trade have now acquired an overwhelming significance
because the interdependence of walions is immensely
greater than any persen in his day might have foreseen.
This international division of labowur is the economic
basiz of civilized life, and the duty of governments now
is to reconcile the legitimate cinims of nationalism with
the cconomic internationalisin which has grown up
almost in gpite of them. -

In order that the organization of production should be |

* fﬂta.témant_ on Raw Materials, Trade Information
Bulletin, No. 385, Department of Commerce, Washington,
January, 1926,

carried on with the maximum of economy and efficiency,
it is necessary that the raw materials should be grown
or extracted in those places where it is relatively casiest
to do so, and that they should be transported with the
minimum of expense and interference to those places
where it is cheapest to mmufacture them and to those
places where they are requirad for consumption. The
serious injury caused to the sconomic structure of the
world by tariffs and other restrictions on the freedom
of transportation and exchange is obtaining increasing
recognition by the most authoritative commercial and
finanecial authorities, as witness the Report of the Trade
Barriers Committes. of the international Chamber of
Commescs and the Manifesto issued last year by
bankers and industriskists of many countries.

Hven more vital than the obstructions to the transport
and exchange of ruw maberials and manufactured
articles are the conditions affecling the production and
disteibntion of wealth. The impoverishment of the
pecples of BEurope, the growth of unemployment, the
reduction of wages and the gross inequalities in the
distribution of wealth give rise to problems of more than
nationsl importance. They create a state of mind
among the masses of every country which on the one
hand threatens the wiability of governments and on the
other hand encourages the idea of economic improvement
by means of territorial expansion. The improvement
of the material condition of the people is essential not
only tfrom & purely national standpoint, but also because
it will produce that psychology of belief in the advan-
tages of rewarded toil which will make possible the
intellectual and spiritual emancipation of mankind.and
make the idea of war alien to their thoughts. '

{A) Ecomomic Causes oF WaRr
Apart from’ the general influence of the economic
condition of the peaples, the specific economic incentives
to war may be roughly classified into two grotips :
(1) The antagonism and’friction eaused by inter. =
ference with exchange and especially by tariffs ; and
{2) The struggie for new markets and sources of raw
" materials, especially the demand for colonial expan-
sion; concessions, and protectorates.

Tis TarrF PROBLEM

The present economic difficulties of Earope are in a
large measure due to tariff barriers. The new States
which have been set up since the war have in many
cases had basic industries separated from the source of
raw material which remained in the parent State, or
vice versg.  In the absence of a tariff, this might not
have had much economic effect. Tt.is the tariff which
forms the frontier and makes effective the separation.

The detachment of territory from one State for the
benefit of another or to form an independent State will
inevitably cause some resentment in that State whoss
area is reduced. But if the transfer of territory is
accompanied by no interference with the economic life
of both States the feeling of resentment is less likely
to persist and to become a menace to the peace of the
world. It was not without reason that President Wilson,
in his desire to prevent future wars, included as one of
the Fourteen Points :

“ The removcl so far as possible of all ecomomic
barriers and the establishment of an eguality of trade
conditions among all the nations consenting fo the
peace and assoviating themselves for its maintenance.”

The very existence of a tariff or other artificial
obstacles to trade is an implicit betrayal of the spirit of
the League of Nations. The use of a tariff for the pur-
pose of boyeotting or putbing pressure to bear upon some
other nation is still more so. '
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Hrom the point of view of war or peace there can
only be ene conciusion as to the desirability of abolishing
all tariffs. and other barriers o international trade.
The rermoval of the tarill is in the best interests of the
peace of the world. No argwment can be raised against
it 8o far as international peace is concerned, and any
chjection must be raised on other grounds.

Tar CoroNiaL Quusrion _

It is a truism of historical study that the struggle
for raw wmaterials and new markets, expressing itself
in colonization, annexation of terrifories, establishment
of treaty ports, and. in wars for colonial possessions has
heen one of the chief sources of international Jealousy
and discord. The same force is still at work in the world
to-day ; and as the less civilized or less highly developed
parts of the earth’s surface have now been largely
appropriated, the danger is all the greater though Iess
openly acknowledged.

I% is true that the possession of a certain colony by
cne country rather than by another need not necessarily
be to the advantage or disadvantage of either. But
ot present fiscal and other discriminations are made in
faveur of the traders, settlers and industrialists of the
possessing country. Most important.of all, grants of

coneessions to work raw materials aver large areas of
the most productive territory are ofien made to indivi-

. duals and companies who may be sble to establish a
virtual monopoly and become enriched, while neither
the colony nor the parent country gaing any appreciable
advantage. .

¥t is, vherefore, the daty of those who desire to remove
the econcwmic incentives to war to make certain that
fhe citizens of all nations receive equality of treatment
in respect of access to raw wmaterials. This can be
obtained without detracting from the independence
and self-government of any nation, if each government
will teke steps to secure that the territory under its
eontrol may be developed to the fullest extent.

(8) IMprOVEMENT oF TRE Eoonomic Posrrion

The removal of the causes of the present stagnation
of trade and the improvement of the economic position
of the peoples depends wpon three main factors :— ‘

(1) A sound system of public finance ;

{2) Removal of obstacles to exchange, particularly
tariffs ; and

(3) Increasing the opportunities for the produe-
tion of wealth.

Popric Fmwawoxn

The more violent fluctuations of the foreign exchanges
have been mainly due to the inflation of the currency
as a substitute for taxation. If means can be found o
balance the Budget, the currency can be stabilized
and with it the rate of exchange.

The difficulty of balancing the Budget is to find
sourees of taxation which will be adequate to meet the
national expenditure. The repercussion on industry
of the main existing sources of taxation is so serious
that a further increase in the rate of taxation is dreaded.
A now source of revenue must be found. There is one
of the preatest importance which is as yet practically
nnused by every Buropean and most other governments,
namcty. the value of land apart from improvements.
Land-Value Taxation is capable of yielding a great
volume of revenue. , It has no injurious effect upon pro-
duction. exchange or international trade because it is
nob added to the price of commodities. Tt is a source
of revemue whish automatically expands as society
progresses and the need of revenue becomes greater ;
and i falls vpon a value which is pre-em inently unearned

-monopolies.

by any individual, but is created solely by the presence
and activities of the Community.

REMOVAL oF TARIFY BARRIERS

The abolition of tolls, ootreis,. snd internal obstacles
to trade has never been regrettod in aay country. Tha
constitutional prohibition of such barriers to free pro-
duction and exchange aver the vast and diversified
territory occupied by the 48 States of the American

Union is an unquestionable factor in the -relatively

great prosperity of the United States. I the whole
world constituted one State no intelligent person would
advocate fariffs botween its adminigtrative units.
There is an evident inconsistency in supporting a League
of Nations pledged i world peace, while at the same time
advocating the maintenance of national tariffs on the
theory that the producers in different nations are (in
the economic field) snemies. In fact, the whole tenor
of protectionist litcrature is that tariffs are means of
making one mation wich st she expense of amother.
(It might be inquired what nation has made itself rieh

- in this way, and what would happen if all the nations

of the world endeavoured simulianeously to make
therselves rich at the expense of each other %) :

The arguments against removal of the tariff barriers
are famillar enough, hut there is one that requirés
special attention ; namely, that the tariff -supplies an
important part of national revenues which cannot be
obtained otherwise. B

It is true that in practically all countries the tariff
supplies a large fraction of the public revenue. But it
is not true that the necessary revenue cannot be obtained
otherwige. Therevenus «f any country must beobtainad
from the annual produce of its land, Tabour and ‘capital:
The system of taxation adopted is merely a means of -
determining what amonnt shall come out of the pocket
of each individual citizen and the methed by which®it
shall be collecied. The tariff is a method which imposes
the load in the most hurdensome way, imterfering with
and handicapping the international division of Iabour.
It also has the vicious effect -of concealing how miuch
each citizen does in the end pay, and of enabling some
citizens bo make an actual profit out of it by setting up
The nesessary public revenve can be
collected without placing obstacles on trade or pro-
duction. In fact, public revenue can be raised in a
manner that will relieve industry of the burdens of
taxation and stimulate national production.

STIMULATING THE PRODTOTION oF WHALTH

Although the removal of tariff barriers will encourage
the flow of commodities and facilitate the division of
labour, and the stabilization of the exchanges will have
a similar effect, these measures are not alone sufficient
to ensure prosperity and international peace. They
might lead to a position similar to or possibly somewhat
better than that existing previous to the European War.
But that, although advantageous as compared with
the instability of the present time, leaves much to be
desired and hoped for. M. Loucheur, in proposing the
motion which led to the calling of this Keoriomic Con-
ference, said “ Industrial disorganization led wus to
1914 and it may lead us there again.” The working
masses, upon whose assent the present system is based,
are becoming increasingly dissatisfied in the knowledge
that their condition dnes not- improve in the same
ratio as sclence and technical knowledge progresses.
Large bodies of men unemployed and .great accumula-
tions of capital lying idle are & menace to the stability
of States, and consequently to the peace of the world.
It is imperatively necessary, therefore, to discover
means of stimulating the production and improvine
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the distribution of wealth. :

Modern civilization contains within itself a canker
which destroys or frustrates its own progress. The
incresse of popalation, the improvement in the technique
of production and the march of invention cause a
sironger and stronger demand for land to supply the
necessary 1naterials and sites for indusfry, commerce
and agriculture. The more rapid is the growth of popula-
tion and the development of indusiry, the more rapid
i the increase m the value of land. Speculation and
holding of ‘land opt of use is. thersfore, most acute
jist where ite effects are most injurious. The result
of land being held out of use is to diminish the available
supply of something already lmited in quantity, and,
thevefore, to increase the price of what is allowed to be
used. The production of commodities of all kinds is
then restricted, prices rise, and there is m effect an
imorease i the cost of production. The distribution
of wealth is also affected, more going to incomes derived
from mere ownership, less to active producers.

The laws of most countries fail to prevent this
speculative holding of land out of use. Indeed, this
is positively facilitated by the exemption from taxation
which valuable unused land generally enjoys. It is
not necessary to elaborate here the argument that the
value of land is particularly suited to be a source of
public revenue. This has heen demonstrated by
economists of the highest standing, What we are
concerned to show is that Land-Valuc Taxation supplies
an essential link in the solution of most economic
problems. :

1t provides an alternative source of public revenue,
by which the tariff can be abolished, a measure which is
vital to the economic organizaticn of the world to-day
and to the cause of peace.

It will enable the Budgets to halance and so obviate
the excuse for inflation and vielent fluctuation of the
exchanges. :

Tt makes for the economic stability of international
trade, and for -closer co-operation between the
nations. )

1t provides a means of stimulating production by
foreing unused land into use, the essence of Land-Value
Taxation being that it is levied on the full value of the
land even if unused. The result will be increase cf
trade, more employment, less competition for work,
higher purchasing power and higher wages.

Applied in colonies and protectorates this policy
means that those who hold the land there will be obliged
to work it and to produce the raw materials which
other countries require. Monopoly based upon limitation
of production will be imnpossible, becaunse it will not pay
to limit production ; it will not pay to keep valuable
land idle.” Thus Land-Value Taxation provides a solution
of the colonial question, so far as it is an economic
question, by ensuring that the supply of raw materials
is maintained at its maximum ; and these under a system
of free trade will be distributed to those who require
them by the ordinary machinery of commerce.

Peace, justice, security and the progress of an ordered
civilization all require that the inter-related problems
of international commerce and of the economic betber-
ment of the common man in every country should be
solved. . )

To abolish the restrictions that now at every national
fromtier hinder and ‘burden trade between peoples,
is »h once to remove a great impediment to the produe-
tien of wealth while promoting those friendly human
contacts that serve so well to dissipate national and
racial misonderstandings.

it beneficial ag would be the establishment of Free
Tracle across national frontiers, it would not suffice

“tecture.

to effect any permanent elevation of the economie
status of the ofdinary citizen in any country so long as
the evils of land monopoly and the destructive internal
taxation that now restricts the employment both of
capital and of labour remain untouched.

Both of these evils would disappear if governments
could he led, upon the recoiimendation of this Economic
Conference, to adopt the policy hers advocated. The
levy of taxes upon the veconomic value of all land apart
from improvements would on the one hand immensely
stimulate industry by foreing land into use, and, on the
other hand, would provide a constantly growing source
of public revenue, leading wltimately to the abrogation
of the taxes and imiposts of various kinds that in every
country so grievously oppress and hamper the free
employment of capiial and labeur.

S B3 *

The Memorandui: was signed on behall of the Inter-
national Union for Land Value Taxation and Free Trade
by Charles O’Connor Heunesey, Hon. President; Ashley
Mitchell, Hon. Tressarer; ¥ €. R. Douglas; and by
Joha Paul, A. W. Madsen, F. Folke and Abel Brink,
Joint Secretaries. '

AMERICAN WAY OF TAXATION

English Method Antiquated

(Interview with Mr Ashley Milchell, * Yorkshire
Observer,” 261k Moy

T had the good fortune on my recent visit to the
United States to he taken by a friend into the New.
York City Hall, a magnificent new building of the
semi-skyscraper tvpe in & very attractive style of archi-
We went up 0 the seventh floor and my
friend showed me what they could do, taking me into
the assessment departnent.

We were confronted by a series of counters’on which
were placed the registers of the assessments of New™
York City, comprising five large boroughs, Nofices
hanging from the pillars showed which registers could
be found on the various counters and without consulting
the officials we were able to furn up the assessment
roll for the property in which my friend was interested.
This system enables the public to see how one assess-
ment compares with another, and it is undoubtedly
the means of securing a clear, equitable, and agree
assessment. : .

What interested me most was the fact that on the
record was shown in one column the value of real
estate unimproved and in anofher column the value
of real estate with improvements thereon. The record
of the particular property in which we were interested
gave the value of the real estate unimproved, that is,
the land valae, as 9,000 dollars and the value of the
real estate with improvements at 14,000 dollars. Every
piece of real estate in New York is assessed in that way.

Land Value Maps

I was afterwards introduced te the chief and . the
secretary of the dvpartment, with whom I had a most
interesting conversation. They gave me a copy of the

land valuoe map of New York for 1924. These maps

are published annually and they show the land value
of every street in Moew York City. The figures are given
for every streef, showing the value per unit. The unit
in most American cities is one foot frontage of a hundred
feeti deep, and from these land value maps anyone can
work out for himself the unimproved value of land.
The assessment is made every year, and this, in my
opinion, is a splendid system, as it secures that values
which are rising shall come immediately on the higher
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assessmont and values whick are falling will all the
sooner be reduced on the assessment rofl.

From the report for the year 1925, which I have in
my possession, the assessment of 689,000 parcels of real
estate cost on an average per parcel 1.07 dollars. The
total summary for that year is very interesting. The
total value of real estate was 11901348533 dollars,
of which 5.561,718,945 dollars was taxable land and
5,593,680,955 dollars improvements. It will be seen
that the taxable land value is practically 50 per cent
of the total.

In a conversation I had with the chief of the depart-
ment, 1 told him that such a system simply made my
mouth water when I realized how antiquated was the
British system by comparison. He was amused when
I told him tha$ if & piece of land inside a city boundary
in this country was used for agricnlpural purposes, it is
only assessed at its annual value of £1 or so, when its
real capital value was possibly over four figures. After
baving used the valuation of resl estate on its full
capital value, whether used or not, for some twenty

or thirty years, the Americans can hardly believe that .
we still allow valuable land to escape rating if it is being

poorly used. ) ‘
This system has been secured in America largely

through the efforts of such societies as the New York
Tax Reform Association, which for many years had

agitated for equifable assessment on real estate to.

secure that real estate should be-on the assessment
roll on its true value. Ii is of interest to note that on
the bill head of this association, a copy of which I have
in my possession, there are the names of large com-
panies which support it.

Among these names are those of J. P. Morgan and
Co.; R. Fulton Cutting, and Steinway and Sons. Tt is
comical to imagine what would happen in this country
if similar concerns were asked to support such organi-
zations here. The principals would say thai it was a
political matter, and would consider the attitude of
the political party to which they are attached toward
the proposals.

The looseness of political parties in the United States
enables business men io deal with such matiers on their
merits, and in consequence one sees the result in the
system in local rating. The local rate, which is called
a tax and is nowhere called a rate in America, is levied
ab 2% per cent on the capital levy, is roughly equivalent
o a rate of 12s, in the pound on the annual value, and
T was told that that is now the average figure for
American cities.

LAND VALUE TAXATION
Dominions Give ILead ‘to  Britain

(Inlerview reporfed in the * Birmingham Gazetie "
end the * Birmingham Evening Dispatch” of 26th May)

The movement for Land Value Taxation is making
headway, not only in the Domimions but in Great
Britain. )

Glasgow recently called a conference of the local
rating authorities in Scotland, and is determined to
petition Parliament for powers to rate land values.
Cardifi decided the other day fo call a conference of
the Welsh rating authorities to discuss the matter.
Sheffield Town Council has appointed a special com-
mitfee to inquire and report; and at Newcastle-on-
Tyne similar action is being taken.

The enthugiasm for the new rating system in Australia,
New Zealand, South Africa, and Canads is cited by
Mr A. W. Madsen, B.Sc., joint secretary of the United
Committee for the Taxation of Land Values and of

the Tnfernational Undon for Land Taxation and Free |

Trade, who was in Geneva during the International
Economic Conferencé of the League of Nations, and
spoke in Birmingham on Tuesday night.

Interviewed yesterday, he compared the attitude of
the Dominions with that of Great Britain and Europe ;
and speaking of the results of the Geneva conference,
said the problem of how Governments could raise
revenues, if tariffs were abolished, was not faced.

The great majority of the speakers failed to look at
this side of the problem and seemed to regard tariffs
as necessary, in any event, as a source of public revenue.

In the memorandum addressed to every delegate at
Geneva the International Union for Land Value Taxa-
tion and IFree Trade expressed iis opinion that the
salvation of Europe lay in the removal of all Customs
barriers and in the adoption of real free trade.

It was urged that the interests and prejudices centred
in land monopoly must give place fo the urgency of
land reform, on the lines advocated by the Union, if
civilized society was to continue.

Pree exchange of commodities would, for a time,
better the condition of industry and commerce, but,

the memorandum contended, there must be freedom
from monopoly in natural resources as well. . . .
Land value taxation would ensure a more equitable
distribution of wealth and power and so bring content-
ment and peace to the warring elements in society.
Mr Madsen said the policy advocated in the memo-

randum wag related not only to industrial peace, but

to international peace. i

The condition of Europe to-day was largely due not
only to the obstructions in the way of international
trade, but also to the restrictions and penal taxation
imposed upon trade and industry within every country.

Employment and business were seriously interfered
with by land monopoly. Land value taxation wonld
bring about freedom of production and full freedom
of trade, both across national boundaries and within
the several countries.

The objeet of the Undon in sending Mr Madsen and
Mr F. C. R. Douglas o Geneva, was to get one of the.

delegates to present the memorandum to the Economic '

Conference of the League of Nations as an official
document. :

In this it was unsuccessful, but care was taken to
ensure that a copy of the memorandum got into the
hands of every member of the conference.

The delegate from Colombia, Dr Restrepo, when
taking part in the discussion on agriculbure, called upon
the conference to consider the economic and fiscal
system of a single tax on land values, particularly with
reference to those landowners who took rent from land
without contributing anything towards its productivity.

Similarly Mr Weber, general gecretary of the Swiss
Federation of Trade Unions, told the conference that
whatever might be done to belp agriculture by way of
tariffs, co-operation, credits, and so on, stuch schempos
would inevitably have the effect of imcreasing remts.

As showing how the systern of land value taxation
was growing in favour, Mr Madsen said it had been
adopted in the capital cities of practically all the
Dominions. X

The Dominions taught us that it was unjust, wroang
and harmful to tax houses, shops and factories.

Land value taxation would bring more land info use,
promote building, and improve social conditions all round.
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CONOMIC CONFERENCE

Held at Geneva wunder the Auspices of the League of Nations, 4ih 1o 23rd May

Significant Passages from

The PRESIDENT, Mr G TEHREUNIS : The desire among

nations to hecoms self-supporting has increased, while,

ab the same time, they have sought to create fresh
trade outlels—two tendencies which are ohviously in
opposition.  The result, however, i that Customs

parriers have been raised still higher, thus completing:

the vicious circle in which the nations turi. We have
long heen familiar with the singular contradiction
between the enormous efforts made by nations, working
tenacionsly for the improvement of means of communica-
tion for passengers and goods by constructing railways,
ports and canals, and the fiscal snd  administrative
meagures by which they are apparently siriving to
render their heavy expenditire and their persevering
labours nugatory. Nationally and inte rpationally,
politically and economically, but perhaps most definitely
of all in the economic field, the interdependence of
interests is a fact. It is nseless to deny that fact, and
it is useless to fight against it. 1t mugt be recognized,
turned to advantage and properly directed. '

“ vER-PRODUCTION AND 1T5 D ER-CONSUMPTION ”
Professor KARL GUSTAY Classin (Sweden) : Of course,

there exists no such thing as a sooial purchasing power
Jetermined on its own grounds. The purchasing
power of human society can mever be anything else
than the total produce of the sosiety. 1 we believe
that the total purchasing power of the prosent world 18
too small, there can be no other remedy than an increase
in the world’s total production. Om the other hand,
1# we should choose deliberately to reduce the world’s
total production in order to bring it down to & Jevel of
an assumed purchasing power the result would only be
that the real purchasing power would be reduced in the
same proportion and the world wonld be so much poorer.
o A Pomnt NOT DEvELOYED

The most characteristic feature of the situation is the
very incomplete use made of Euaropt's productive
powers. and partioularly the wide-spread and long-
continued unemployment of its labour. In a certain
sense we Imay Say that all the deliberations of this
Conference are ultimately concerned with the question
of how to get rid of Kuropran nnemployment.
Monopolies may take very different forms but in all
their forms they are @ hindrance b0 the free application
of productive pOWeTs. We shall have to deal in the
Conference every day, and almest at every step in our
deliberations, with forms and effects of monopolization.
All Government efforts 0 prevent productive powers
from being used in the mogt economic way are apt to
create monopolistic situations.

Bic BUSINESS AND < fpapLi TARIFES 7

My WaLTER RONCIMAN, M.P.(International Chambers
of Commerce) : There is no single symptom of modern
husiness which has brought more henefit to everybody
concerped than long contracts. 1 existing tarifls in
Europe are to be raised any higher, they will still further
impede the system of long contracts. We come $0 the
Clonference in the full degree of hope that; if there is ab
Jeast mo other outcome it will check the tendency to
raise tariffs. Let us not cloge our eyes to one clear fact,
namely, that both for the financial convenience of many

countries and because public opinion iz not ripe for a

change, the total abolition of Customs tarids is beyond
the immediate hope of mankind-—by which 1 mean,’ of
AT idem hame of mankind in our lifetime. I

“ghould be limitation.

- problem !

certain forms of

some of the Speeches

There should be an extension
of - Customs Conventions and 1t vould be wise for ns

_to extend our system of commercial treatios. We also
put in a plea for the stabilization of tariffs. A tarif

which lasts only twelve months anil may then be subject
to revision is an obvicus ohstacle to long contracts,

In Favors oy PROTECTION

M. Qrawic (Poland): After the war the whole of
Tuarope was faced with dire poverby, and the peoples
of Burcpe showed an inereasing tendency 0 emigrate.
But this very natural lendency was thwarted by an
impassable barrier raised by the immigration countries.
The vicious cirele widened, I8 becabue necessaly not
only to protect old_established long-standing industries
but to create new industries with the sole object of
absorbing superfluous labour. There is another urgent
how to exploit all the available natural
sources of raw matorial. For this purpose, some MNCANS
mtust be found of obtaining the necessary capital. The
urgent need of emigration countries to dispose of their
surplug labour cannot be ignored.

Mme FREOUNDLICH { Austria) : Barbed wire entangle-
ments have given place to new frontiers in the form of
high Customs bariffz, which imprison goods and men as
if m a trap and prevent pational economic life from
developing on norrzal knes.  Austria waited for some
time before increasing her Cugtoms tariff but in the end
we were obliged to take defensive measures.

Vigws oN UNEMPLOYMENT

M. von S1EMENS {Germany): At the present time
nearly all the economic unite of Hurope are faced with
a new problem which once was practically non-existent;
the problem of unernployment., Before the war, un-
employment as a permanent phenomenon was unknown.
The dearer labour is, the more will those who coulit the
cost tum to machipery, thereby adding once more to
the numbers of unemployed. The State must step in
and give these poor people at any rate a bare subsistence ;
but once. again the cost will fall upon production. The
main question 18 whether it is better, from the social
point of view, to give work to the greatest possible
number but at a lower rate of pay or to give the highest
possible wages o those who have work and from their
earnings provide a hare subsistence for the remainder. -

A LEAD TROM JAPAN AND Crins

M. SEmacHt (Japan) We must of necessity make it
our national policy to TEmOVe Customs barriers and %0
establish freedom of communication and commerce, as
far as possible i co-operation with other nations. .
As the development of natural resources through the
freedom. of economic enterprises is extremely important
for the promotion f humman sontentment, it is the duty
of every pation to bring about this realization.

M. Urzoa (Chile) : Political economy holds the magic
key to the eniga and has in its hands the vast treasury '
of the laws which rule the moral world, as physical
|aws create the woncie pful harmony of the universe.

a

-Neglect of the principles of justice lies at the root of
_the social upheavals ‘and fratricidal wars which have

-marred the course of centurics. The general tendeney
of this Conference s to0 seek a solution in Hberty in
cconomic activity. This ideal "has
promptod the suggostion to do away with the ngeless
or dangerous Cugtoms barriers, which stand in.the way

Poere” industrial progress. [ heartily

arn
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support this suggestion.

AwotHER Tartry BXOUsE

tir Max MuspraTr (Great Britain): The question of
tracle barriers has been a diflicnlty—in particular the
frequent alterations in and the increased complexity of
Customs tariffs. This situation has forced us, to the
great regret of many in Great Britain, to modify our
policy of eomplete free trade, Ag vet, the alterations
we have made affect only two o three per cent of our
total Imports, and, a8 a convinced: Free-Trader, I hope
that the world is going to enable us to reduce rather
than increase that proportion of imports which has to
pay import duties.

AN InTERNATIONAT CounsgL oF DEsPATR

M. Joumaux (France): Isclated action on the part
of individual countries will never provide the real
solution of our difficulties. This must come from joint
concerted efforé. | . Anocther problem is the
disturbance of the equilibrium between agricultural and
mdustrial production, essentially 5 world-wide problem
which can only be selved by concerted international
messures.  Another problem is that of the ralionaliza-
tion ‘of industrial production, which can only be dealt
with as a whole by the crganization of industries on
international lines.
‘Guestion of working-class migration—a problem which
cannot be satisfactorily solved except by means of
international negotiations, international compensation
and infernational conventions. '

¢

-Apvier FroM HoLuaxn anp Brrarom _

M. Coruww (Netherlands): T know that in bygone
times the walls of Jericho fell down when the trampets
sounded but I do not think any trumpet-blast would.
“break down the wall of Customs barriers immediately

Nevertheless, I feel that it is our duty to express our -

views ag to the harm wrought to world prosperity in
general and Huropean prosperity in particular by
excegsive tariffs. . What is expected of this
Conference and what it is in a position to furnish is »
list of the causes of the present cconomic sitnation and
an indication of where a solution 18 to be found for the
problems waiting to be settled.

Baron TmsBavT (Belginm): Countries like Belgium
which practise intensive and specialized culture are the
quickest to feel the effects of any kind of hindrance.
Belgium can never hope to produce, by direct methods,
all the cereals required. It follows the law of geo-
graphical culture and produces from the soil what that
soil is best fitted to yield and what it yields most
plentifully. It aims at excellence and high quality in
its products the value of which incréases the gross yield
per hectare and makes it possible to purchase from
- abroad in exchange, five, ten, fifty times the amount
of cereals that could be produced in Belgium by direct
cultivation.

One and a half million of the inhabitants of Belgium
are in touch with the soil, the working elements in many-
cases being also engaged in other occupations. It is
easy therefore to realize what social services agriculture,
in its democratic form of small heidings, may render.

A PROPHECY AND A WARNING

M. pa Cuwpa Lwar (Portugal) : It can hardly be
valled a successiul achievements to find economio barriers
growing ever higher and more menacing along every
frontier, and a policy of splendid isolation being firmly
established within the countries themselves. In our
search for peace we find that, despite ourselves, we are
drifting towards war. Prophets tell us that they discern
around us every portent of impending disaster. We

Then there is the sericus -

may well ask of Europe and of the world : Quo vadis 1
- It seems unfortunate that international con-
ferences should follow the quite unjustifiable system of
separating financial prcblems from economic ones, as
if the two questions were not intimately bound 1
together. But that is not all. These discussions are
bringing to light a whole host of conflicting interests.
In order that they may arrive without a hitch at
conclusion of some kind or other, internatiohal con-
ferences carefully avoid anything that might prove a
bone of contention. As a resulf, all they succeed in
doing is 0 enunciate certain principles, so general and
80 vagne that the descent from the dreamland of these
conferences to the workaday world of a practical
agreement is Tong and strewn with obstacles. .
Already some nations are experiencing domestic unrest
in consequence of the weakening of their economic
position, brought ahout mainly by the war. Tf we leave
them fto perish, the more powerful countries will
ultimately perish in their turn. And so the former may
perhaps justifiably repeat the historic words which
Danton spoke on his way to the guillotine when he
passed before the house whers Robespierre lived :
“ Robespierre, je tattends.” And, as you know,
Robespierre’s turn soon came.

B WoaT ABOUT Accmss To LaND ? _

M. Briusa (Chile) : We all know the tragic situation
of Burope in a world that has been shattered. The fall
of the Roman. Empire, terrible though it was, would be
a8 nothing ‘compared with the ruin of our own great
civilization. But ruin will certainly come if we fail
to find a remedy for the social injustices which are
sapping the strength of the nations and leaving them an
easy prey to the elements of disorder. Social injustices
could, I think, be removed by opening up fresh sources
of production and developing those which already
exigt, We must find a way to make money
more readily accessible to the nations which need it for
their development. We must establish an
international credit organization.

Tre T.8.A. stanns For * TarmFr TECHNIQUE

Mr. H. M. RoemsoN {United States of America) :
Freedom of trade, in the realm of ideas, consists in
laissez faire in respect of the applications of capital and
labour to natural resources and the subsequent distri-
bution of the goods and services, and implies freedom
of movement of services and things. Because of the
different economic, social and political conditions in the
various countries, it has not been practical nor desirable
to give effect to all these abstract principles. .
We venture the opinion that there are many factors in
tariff technique which are susceptible of material
Improvement thorugh simplification of practice and
uniformity of procedure, and that these are all worthy
of serious consideration by the Conference.

Smip THE SURPLUS
M. BarBoza-CarNEIRO (Brazil) : Europe is suffering
from a surplus of labour. It would therefore seem quite
natural that in the case of a vast country like Brawil,
where there are undoubtedly tremendous possibilities
for productive activity emigration should be of benefit
t0 Brazil and Europe alike. :

Fiscarn VIews AT THE LABOUR OFFICE

M.  Arreur Foxraise (Chairman of the Governing
Body of the International Labour Office): Customs
duties are often a very poor palliative. When their
object is to support obsolete methods of production,
the palliative at once becomes inimical to the general
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interests and soon loses its value in competition, though

without losing its injurious character. But tarifls,
wven when moderate and legitimate, may carry with
therm as many disadvantages as advantages for the
Yabour world. . . . I am not arguing against
Customs tarifis—far from it. 1 know the difficulty and
somplexity of the whole question of commercial treaties.
. President Wilson advocated in the third of his
iiouricen Points the removal so far as possible of all
coeomomie barriers, This does nob mean-—1 realize and
appreviate the lmportance of the words “so far as
possible 7 5 and the words used arc ** economic barriers ”
and ncb © Customs tariffs ”—this does not mean the
vemoval of all tariffs. Tt is only a general direction
for our guidance. But it does cleasly mean—and this
seoms to me to be of great imporsance—the most-
favoured-nation clause, loyally conceived and loyally
executed.

Tup STATISTIOS THAT FORGOT THE Law oF RENT

3. pr Micmpris (President of the International
Tnstibute of Agriculture) : In the case of ail the countries
for which we have particulars (Germany, Denmark,
Yinland, Norway, Sweden, Great Britain, Ialy, Union
of Bocialist Soviet Republics, Swilzerland, Austria,
Belginm, the Netherlands, Poland, Czechosiovakia,
Canada and the United States of America), the con-
clugion is the same :

the index number for industrial
products is higher than the index number for the prices
of agricultural produce. Everywhere the farmer receives
Jes for his produce than before the war, and although
this may not apply to cerbain products, as a yeneral
statement it is ‘ncontrovertible. It is essential for
agriculture that the industrial ouiput should be greater,
and consequently cheaper, and that the cost of industrial
production should be reduced.

Tar FATE OoF THE DispPOssissED
Mobility of population iz absolutely necessary If
agticultural production is to keep pace w ith consmmnption.
There are, on the one band, some countries in which
agricultural unemployment is the only serious form of
unemployment, and on the other, countries where labour

for the most essential agricultural work is absolutely
unobtainable.

_ TARIFF FRONTIERS AND ARMAMENTS

Mr LaxToN (Great Britain) : Central Europe has
been divided cconomically as well as politically nto a
number of small units. The result is that, allowing
for the fact that on each side of a land frontier there is
a Customs cordon, Furope has to-day 11,000 more
kilometres of tariff barriers than before the war.
Permanent prosperity will never be achieved either by
industries or by communities which purgue the policy
of trying to make profits by restricting production.

This result is not to be attained by comparatively
minor changes in tariff procedure, bub requires such
substaniial reductions in the level of existing tariffs
that the tide of international exchange may flow
greatly increased volume. This cannot be attained in
a day ; but i my diagnosis is correct we canmot hope
to solve the problem of Europe uptil the nations are
prepared to act in this sense. .. 1 have men-
tioned two striking figures. 1 will add a third : 11,000
kilometres (6,800 miles) of new tarifft barriers; a
population of at least 10 millions whose wage-earners
have no productive work ; an annual expenditure of
21 milliard dollars (£457 ,000,000) upon armaments.
These are the symptoms of a disunited Europe.

DawigH FARMERS FOR Free TRADE
M. SoxNE (Denmark) : As a Danish farmer, I cannot
O A Y it o tavtherance of & libersl tarift

poliey to which the programme of the Conference bears
witness, for the great majority of Danish farmers has
always adbered to & froo irade tariff policy. Let me
add that we Danish farmers trust we do not stand
alone in this respect but have many partners in other
agricultural countries. 1 was delighted to hear the
Belgian member, Baren Tibbaut, express the same
opinicn in his inferesting and weighty speech.
Farmers should participate loyally in an active co-
operation for the removal of restrictions and tariff
barriers, which also, as far as agriculture is goncerned,
fatally check the keenly wanted freedom in production
and exchange of commoditicr.

INTERNATION Al CARTELS AND TrUSTS

M. Lovcazur (France) - Hurope could no longer sell
either ab home or across the seas the totality of the
produets which her working population could produce.
fiven in ITurope, whereas the power of production had
increased, the power of comsupiption, the buying power,
had decreased.  This was due principally to the decrease
in the buying power of gold. By what remedies were
they to correct such a situ ation ¢ They must reconquer
foreign markets, and for that make an efiort towards
rationalization extending o the whole of Burope. The
only means was to organize Kuropean industry accovd-
ing to the go-called horizontal msthod, that is to say,
by industries, and thus they found themselves brought
back once again to the idea of agreements and cariels.

OVER-POPULATION AGAIN THE TagrieF EXCUSE

M. Brirowt (Italy): It was clear that in countries
where the density of the population was high and which
had no natural resources, if there was nob a free move-
ment of population over the world, thé only means
at the disposal of (tovermments to secure for their
nationals work and a guarantee of work were Customs
barriers and industrial or agricultural protéetionisms
in ali its forms. Comparing the impressive figure of«
10,000,000  destitute Huropeans with the 800,000
emigrants who had annualty loft their homes in Hurope
before the war, he thought that one of the surest ways
of attaining a final economic peace would be formed in.
the solution of the problem: of the movement of
population. '

I¥DUSTRY AND AGRICULTURE : Coxpusep GPINIONS
. AND BARREN PROTOSALS

M. pr Voath (President of the International Com-
mission on Agriculture) : One of the principal causes
of present economic Jifficulties was that nearly every-
where since the war. industry, which offered to its
workers a standard, of life superior to that of agriculture,
had bheen developing at the expense of the latber.
Agricultural produciion having lost a large number of
is workers had beconte less abundant and the price of
its products bad ipevitably risen. The far-reaching
economic effects of this inferiority in the standard -of
life of agricultural workers and the drop in their buying
power is & constant menace t0 industrial production.

M. PesLrr (Italy) Rapporteur  of the Committee
on Industry, thought that, apart from certain general
problems common 1o a4l three Committees (population,
oredits, etc.), the € ‘wmmittes would be required to
investigate three epsential questions : rationalization, in
favour of which pru[:)aga.nda might be useful; inter-
national industrial enientes, the conditions of working
and congequences of which must be very closely ex-
amined ; and, finally, improvement of the world
ctatistics of productios.

Dr O110 FRANGESCE (Jugoslavia), Cheirman of the
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Committee on Agriculture, expressed the hope that it
would he possible to create a real basiz for the better

organization of agricultural production; for meeting

the requiremrents of agriculture in credit and in other
matbers ; for permitting of the development of co-
operative societies of all kinds : for a closer collaboration
1o secure proper prices and a market for agriculturai
products ; .and for an inerease of the purchasing power
of agriculburists.

Dr L. X. Hyper (India) : 'The documentation of the
Conference showed that agricuitural production had
inereaged and that the rising prices had been less in
the price of agricultural products than in that of
industrial products, a fact which he aseribed fo the
condition of agriculture as subject fo international
competifion while other indvstries were nationally
sheltered.

M. PorssoN (International Co-operative Alliance):
The first necessity was to inecrease agricultural pro-
duction. Hor this three ‘things were necessary—
credits, machinery and labour. Tn respect of credit,
agriculturists should first of all use their own resources
through the institution of co-operative eredit societies.
But in order to create credit they must have the
remuneration to which they were entitled.

Professor Tassmvart (Italy): Agricultural - credits
were needed for the further orgwnization of agriculture
by reclamation of land, irrigation and the breaking up
of latifundia.

MorE SPOKESMEN ¥0R PROTEOTION

Dr ¥. Porcuer (Switzerland): It must not be
forgotten that the indefinite increase of agricultural
production per unit of area was limited by biological
laws, whereas the ‘industrial machine might be in-
definitely perfected. The peasant class had a right to
a certain national protection when their existence was
threatened by the competition of products coming from

countries where the social-position of the peasants had -

still to be made.

M. GavuTiEr (France) read a draft resolution proposing
inler alia that :

“ Customs protection, which should maintain the
equilibrin;m  between the normal remuneration of
industrial and agricultural labour, should also aim af
diminishing the extreme mstability of prices which
results from the fact that it is impossible for the
farmer to determine at will the amount of his
harvests.”

M. Lawpie (Poland) drew attention to another form
of dumping, namely, credit dumping, which consisted

of the export of capital from countries where capital

was plentiful to countries where it was short. The
latter were forced fo defend themselves by increasing
their tariff rates.

Baron Kornverp (Hungary), referring to proposals
for lowering the cost of production by centralizing
production, said : Did not this policy, however, involve
certain dangers in so far as it decreasced the number of
workers ¢ Customs duties were legitimate, not only
when they were purely fiscal but also when they had a
compensating character, and in so far as they were
necessary to enable national labour to subsist. Why
should not a nation like Hungary, with a population
which was continually increasing and for the most part
engaged in agriculture, not have the right to establish
an industry sheltered by Customs barriers ? The old
method of Customs duties appesred preferable o this
centralization of production, for which so curions s

sympathy had suddenly been shown.

Sir Davip Gorpow (Australia): The Australian
tarifi was frankly protective. As a young country, she
had to build up her industries and also required
revenue.

M. BarBoza Canwuigo (Brazil): The export dutics
levied by the autonomous States of Brazil were nui
discriminatory, but were an important source of revenue,
a8, indeed, also were the Customs import duties of
Brazil.

Bereiom AND Norway ror Frer TRADE

M. Tiseaur (Belgium) : Countries of dense population
and intense culture, for example. Belgium, Denmarl,
Norway, produced special products, which they used
as an exchange for raw materials and for the eereals
necessary to feed their dense population. Small
holdings must be cncouraged by removing fiscal and
legislative obstacles to the aequisition of land. Agri-
culture must be on its guard against protectionism, for
which the demand was greater in mmdustry than in
agriculture.

M. Hasaxon Frve (Norway): He was one of those
who much regretted that they had been unable to agrse
unarimonsly to a resolution more clearly stating the
advantage to agriculture of ‘a reduction in industrial
protection. He wished to emphasize the fact that, as
he understood it, a!l the memhers of the Committes
would have preferred a resolution recognizing this
principle and recommending the progressive reduction
of industrial protection as an aid to agriculture. As an
expression of his desive o meet the wishes of his American
colleague, he would vote for the resolutions in its present
form. '

TrE CasE FoR LaND VALURE TAXATION

Professor HioaT (New Zealand) gave the reasons for
the rapid development of agriculture in New Zedland,
including an endightened system of land tenure, the
encouragement of land settlement by taxation of large
and unused holdings, assistance in the provision of
loans, provision for scientific research, the organization
of credit, the official grading of produce for export and
the thorough co-operative organization of the dairy
industry.

Dr Resrrero (Colombia), Permanent Delegate at the
League of Nations: He would have liked to see a
reversion o the economic prineiple of the single tax,
especially in the case of landlords who received rent for
their land without contributing to its productivity.

M. Weszr (Switzerland), Secretary of the Federation
of Trade Unions: Customs tariffis could not be an
advantage for agriculture, because Customs duties
which protected the agriculture of one country were
harmful to that of another coumtry, and, moreover,
they sent up the cost of living, thereby diminishing the
purchasing power of other classes and making the
situation of industry more difficult still. The resolution
made no mention whatever of the problem of the rent
paid for agricultural tand; which was the most import-
ant question before the Committee. Almost every
advantage obtained fov agriculiure by Customs tariffs,
subsidies and other measures were reflscted in an
increase in agricultural rents. Kven an improvement
in credits and the work of co-operative associations had
the same consequence over a peried of years.

* * #*

The abstract of speeches as given above is taken from
the Verbatim Record of the Plenary Meetings and from
the daily Journal of the Conference.
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WHAT THE BRITISH LEAGUES ARE DOING

ERGLISH 1HAGUE : Frederick Verinder,
Hecretary, 376 and 877, Sirand, London, W.C2.

JUNE MEETINGS
¥ri.  28rd —Wombley Women’s ©o-operative Guild
Frodk. Verinder. 3 pom.

Sat. 25th.—Birmingham Borough Labour Party » Col.

the itt. Hon. J. €. Wedgwood, M:P.
Meetings at Glascote, Wilnecofie and Kings-
“bury. . . .
The sympathy of all who know his great services to
owur movement will go out to Sir Edgar Harper on the
sreat bereavement which has befallen him. Lady
Harper passed away on 2Ist May, after five months
of very painful illness. Sir Edgar, to his deep regret,
has heen unable to take his uswal active part in the
work of our Executive, during this long period of
anziety, as he was unable to leave his houss; - but;
so far as circumsfances permitted he hag continued to
serve the canse with his pen. The General Becretary
represented the Executive at Lady Harper’s funeral
on 26th May. :
it was announced af the Annual Mesting that the
eollegtion of £48 in special donations would enabls the
Hon. Treasurer to claim three. donations of £5 each;
sonditionally promised by three members. The sum
of £4% 6s. 20 wag promptly fortheoming (including
£0 11s. 2d., collected at the door). Two other dona-
Hiong, smounting f0£12 28, were sent after the mecting.

This genercus response inspires the hope that other |
members and friends, who were not able to be present |

at the meeting, will join in this effort $o clear the League

of debt, and to enable the newly-elected Hxecutive to |

carry on its work without the anxieties that have
weighed so heavily during the past year.

Preparations are already being made for the London
County Counwil Hlection, March, 1828.. The Gensral
Secretary will be grateful if London members will send
him a prompt notification of the selection of local
eandidates. Any moembers who have a voice in the
selection of candidates should closely «uestion the
men or women who come before them as to their
attitude towards the rating of Land Values.

The President had a two-column article on “ Why
we want to tax Land Values ” in the Stoke Newington
Times (organ of the Local Labour Party) on 20th May.

Sir Edgar Harper’s article in the May Confemporary
Rewview is being rteprinted by the League under the
title of “The Speculative Element in the Value of
Land.” (One penny.) ’

ANNUAL MEETING
The forty-fourth annual geners! meeting of the
League was held in the Caxton Hall on Wednesday,
11th May. The President, the Right Hon Josiah C.
Wedgwood, D.8.0., M.P., occupied. the Chair, and was
glad to welcome among the many mewbers and friends
in attendsnce Dr and Mrs Panl Dane and Mr A, Valentine
from Australia. Letiers regretiipg inabilify to be
present wore received from Sir idgar Harper, F.8.IL,
Andrew  MacLaren, M.P., Robert Smillie, M.P.,
P, Wilson Raffan, J.P., T. Atholl Robertzon, FR.G.S.,
Major (. J. Vasey, Baren Baudran {Berlin) and a

number of others. ‘
The meecting adopted unanimously
regolnbions _
(1) That the burden of the present rates. upon
industry and housing has becoms unbearable ; that
Incal Authorities should have power 0. exempt
improvements from rates and levy raies instead upon

the following

General -

Land Values ; and that a!! members of Local Authe-
_rities should take sieps st their Councils to pass
Resolutions petitioning Parliament to give them
powers aceordingly. _

(8) Whereas all productive work consists in the
extraction of food and raw raaterials from land, and
in the conversion of the raw materials Into finishad
goods ; and wheress such work must depend in the
first place wpon the application of labouwr o tand :
production and wseful work can be increased by
making all Jand chesper and some land froe, so that
those who wish to work can start production ; and
this purpose can best be achieved not by reactionary
schemes of land parchase but by the levy of a national
tax cn the value of all land irrespective of impiove-
ments. :
Proceedings began with. the address of the PRESIDENT,

who reviewed the work of the League for the past year
and took ag his text the Annual Report, printed copios
of which had been cireulated by post to all membera
and an extract of which was published in last month’s
Land & ILiberty. Col. Wedgwood emphasized ab the
same fime the great encouragement all in the Movement

| derived from the steady progress they were able to
- record in legisiative achievement in many parts of the

world, notably in New Zealand, South Africa, Denmark,
Australia, Brazil and Argentine. He spoke also of the
land guestion in Palestine, Kenya and Mauritivs. He
concluded by moving the adoption of the Report,
which. was unanimously agreed. )

The financial statement for the year ended 3lst

| March, 1927, was adopted on the motion of the Hon.
 Treasurer, Mr Hursaar A. BmrrENs, geconded by

Mr K. BerLroUR. The statement showed total revenue
£699 1s.'1d., and total expendibure £79¢ 8s. 11d.; making
the excess expenditure £91 56s. 10d., and the net debt =
of the League stood at £372 0s. 11d. Mr Berens made
an urgent appeal for increased financial support, and
called on the meeting to make a special effort to reduce
the outstanding financial liability.

The election of office-bearers for the ensuing year
followed, the list being headed by the Right Hon. Col.
Josiah C. Wedgwood, whose re-election as President
was enthusiastically acclaimed.

Executive business being completed, the meeting
listened with much appreciation fo the speeches in
support of the resoluticas () and (8), the text of which
is given above. The first vesolution was moved
by Mr Peroy Hagrzrzs, D.L., L.C.C,, M.P., and seconded
by Dr Pavn Daxe (Melbourne). The second resolu-
tion was moved and seconded respectively by Mr A.
Vaugntine  (Melbourns) and Mr Louis P. Jacoss.

The speeches in support of the resolutions are reported
in another column.

SCOTTISH LEAGUE : Wm. Reid, Secrefary, 87, West
Nile Sireef, Glasgow. :

The indocr meetings held in the Rooms; 87, West
Nile Streef, are now sbandoned till the close of the
summer months, By request the Rooms will be kept
open for callers on Friday evenings.

We have had a lot of inquiries for literature as a
result of the Glasgow Corporation resolution coming
before the various local government bodies in Scotland.
The Secretary debated the question before the Town
Council of Coatbridge on Friday, 6th May. There was
a speaker present to defend the present Rating system.
His objections were mubually destructive. In one
argument the landowners were to be specially penalized,
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perbaps ruined, in another they were to recover their
losses by shifiing the tax on to the ienant.

Armong a big lob of letters o the editor, Mr A. S,
Mursic and Mr A, J. Mace bave had o big quantity
this month. The former in the North British Agri-
culiurist, Scotbish Farmer, (lasgow Hvening Oitizen, eto.
Mr Mace has kept going as usual in the Clydebank Press
and has had letters in the tiiasgow Citizen and Lennox
Herald as well.  In the Hdinsurgh Evening Néws there
kave been letters from Mr Jobn Peter.

Among the Land Values notes in the Irish Weekly
there has appeared a review of ““ The Life of Joseph
Fels,” by Mr J. O’D. Derrick. We note that Mr Cald.
well of West Kilbride and Mrs MeGrouther, Troon keep
going with letters o the Editor and queries at political
gatherings. '

We are now being approached for speakers for -out-
door and indoor meetings, and the Secretary has been
already booked for a Co-operative Guild meeting during
the coming winter. ,

Home inguiries have come tu hand about a letter in
the Glasgow Evening News, accusing the advocates of
the policy of Taxation of Land Values of identifying
it with Socialism. Henry Gecrge is thereafter referred
to as an Anti-Socialist. The advocates of Land Value
Taxation are exhorted to give u clearer exposition of
their policy in order to win the support of busiiess
men, who—we are told—are opposed to our policy
because of their ignorance of the subject. Perhaps
our writers to the Editors will consider these hints.
It remains to point out that the Scottish League makes
no pronouncement for or against Socialism. DBusiness
men, Workmen, Soocialists, Anti-Socialists, Christians,
Non-Christiang, Anti-Christisns are asked no questions
on joinung the League. Bach ome is left to reconcile
his belief in sor policy with any other belief he happens
S0 hold.  We not only preach toleration—we practise if.

MANCHESTER LEAGUE: Arthur H, Weller,- J.P,,
Hecretary, 5, Oross Street, Manchester,

A number of letters on the faxation of land values
were printod in the Manchester Evening News at the
end of April. Amongst those who wrote supporting the
League’s policy were Messrs E. Bates, E. M. Ginders;
d. Grarner, L. Williams, J. W. Collins, H. MacClafferty
and the Secretary. -

in the Bolton Journal & CGuordian of 22nd April
appeared an article from the pen of Councillor Herbert
Eastwood, entitled ““ Easter Greetings,” in the course
of which our colleague stressed the importance of
clear and precise definition of terms. ** All wealth is
produced by labour,” it concludes. * Land is the
storehousge of all wealth. . 1t belongs -to the
people, and ‘the land for the people ” is the one eall
that will rally the peopls to the people’s party. . . .»

Manchester rates for 1927-28 will be-13s. 6d. in the £
and are intended to provide a revenue of £4,320,400,
Compared with the previous year, this shows a reduction
of 6d., but 4d. of that is due to the fact that only eleven
months’ requirements have been budgeted for. This
is in order to make the financial years of the City
Couneil and the Poor faw Guardians coincide in the
future, as prescribed by the Rating and  Valuation
Act, and the process will be repeated in the next two
budgets. :

The Chairman of the Finance Committee told the
City Council on 18th May that existing services were
extending and standards of equipment and maintenance
were rising more rapidly than the community’s ability
to pay, as measured by rateable value. Further steps
in housing would also be a greater charge on the rates
than in the past, as government grants were to be

reduced by stages in the future, and there was evidence
of reduced contributions from the government in osher
directions. If thess tendencies persisted, it would
result in permanently higher rates.

Coungillor W. Johnston raised the question of the

taxation of land vajuss. He said the Council must ioolk
for fresh sources of revenue; there was a very strong
public opinion in favour of taxing land for local pue-
poses. ‘He was supported by Councillor Binns, who
declared that some people were being made wealthy
by the activities of the Corporation, and it was high
time the Council adopted Councillor Johnston's
suggestion. '
- An address on the Copec housing scheme was given
by Mr P. M. Oliver at the Cross Street Chapel on lsb
May. Speaking in the discussion which followed,
Mr E. F. MacClafferty -said the churches seemed, in
this scheme, to he trying to substitute charity for
justice. He condemmned: the taxing of houses, giving
instances of high land values in Manchester which
ought to be used for public Tevenue, and suggested that
the Corporation should move with Glasgow in seeking
powers to rate land values. In his veply to the dis-
cussion, Mr Oliver said these were political issues. In
some church circles charity is evidently regarded as
religions and justice as politieal,

YORKSHIRE AND NORTHERN LEAGUE : F. Skirrow,
Secretary, Comypion Builéings, Bow Street, Eeighlay.

Meetings - addressed by our Chairman (Mr Ashley
Mitchell) not previously reported are as follows :
Greenside, 13th April ; Kirkburton Liberal Club, 27th
April; Barnsley - Liberal Club, 28th April; Golcar,
7th May ; Leeds Liberal Tuncheon Club, 10th May.

Mr William Thomsen, and the Secretary addressed
a meeting-in Town Hall Square, Keighley, on 7th May ;
on l4th and 2lst inst. meetings arranged for the,same
place had to be abandoned owing to inclement weather.

“Mr Bert Brook (Huddersficld) and the Secretary
paid a vigit to Halifax on 19th May where a few friends
of the Toc H. movement had been got together to
learn. our views on the Land Question. Mr Harry
Whitham helped to arrange the Meeting and it is hoped
that a study circle may be the outcome.

Mr J. K. Musgrave had a letter in the Yorkshire
Observer on 9th May, and on 18th Mr A. W. Dakers
had a long letter in the Yorkshire Post.

WELSH LEAGUE : Eustace A. Davies, Hon. Secretary,
14, Pembroke Terrace, Cardiff,

-The SBtudy Circle led by Professor W. J. Roberts, met
on each successive Thursday until the beginning of
May, since then it was decided to meet occasionally
during the summer months, and to resume the weekly
meefings in the Aulumn. :

Recent meetings have included the following :(—

MCanton, Cardiff, Women’s Co-op. Guild, Capt. Saw;

Barry Women’s Co-op. Guild, Capt. Saw ; Gilfach Goch
Women’s Co-op. Guild, Capt. Saw; Ysfrad Mynach
Wonien’s Co-op. Guild, Hon. Secretary. .

The Canton meeting was most successful, there being
present & large audience of about 300,

Mr John Wheatley, M.P., recenily addressed an
Aberdare audience, and replying to a question directed
by Mr T. E. Davies, said in effect :—“ I have besn
in favour of the taszation of land values but it is o0
slow for me, and my elociors sent me to Parliament in
favour of Land Conifiscation.”

Donations have been received fremn The Canton,
Caxdiff, Women’s Co-op. Guild and the Rogerstone
Trades and Labour Counecil,

+ Mr Evan Thomas, Assigbant Secretary of the South
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ales Miners’ Foderation, has accepted from us 40
~coples of Dir Bdgar Harper’s pamphlet, “ The Root
Cavse of the Coal Trouble,” for distribution amongst
the menbers of hiz Council. Professor Roberts at one
of the Study Circle meetings spoke highly of this
pamphlet, saying he considered it a very excellent piece
of work indeed.

The April issue of Land & Liberty contained an
article entisled, ~ S8ir Herbert Samuel on the Land
Guestion,” and we forwarded the paper to Sir Herbert
Samuel.  His secretary has since written us stating :
" Sir Herbert Samuel has read the article on page 82
with muech interest.”

We have an encouraging note from our good friend,
My 1. Pugh Jones. He was appointed joint auditor,
and in returning the books he states: “ 1 should like
to see a balance in hand and will endeavour to collect
# pound or so again.” How many of our members will
kindiy volunteer to follow this exeeliont lead ¢ We
could well do with service of this sort.

Yress work by Capt Saw, Mr C. A. Clardner and Mr
T'. 15, Davies continues, and their efforis in this direction
are much appreciated.

MIDLAND LEAGUE : Chapman Wright, Secretary,
20, Cannon Sireet, Birmingham, )
"The Press corregpondence is being maintained. Thege
¥ Letters to the Editor ” reach onut 4o o wide audience
and stimulate many useful conversations. The Town
Crier is always generous-minded to the Secretary.
Considerable discussion goes on over the Trades Disputes
Bill ; i6 18 our chance 10 show the workers concerned
what they can do by means of our reform. Besides
Press letfers recently published, literature has been
distributed at public meetings.

SPARKEROOK RATING REFORM LEAGUE
A well attended mecting under the auspices of the

Leagde was held on 24th May, with Mr A, W. Madsen |

as the principal speaker. Mr Madsen in the course of
his address related the present system of raising public
revenus o unemployment and evil housing conditions,

Bir A. B. Houghton showed how the desived alteration
in our land laws would alone bring peace to industry.
The icagne had prepared petition forms which were
being well canvassed from door to door. Already they
had received 800 signatures. The petition is in the
Tollowing terms :—

We, the wundersigned citizens of Birmingham,
residing, trading, or working in the Sparlbrook and
Balsall Heath district, believe that a full measure of
renewed prosperity con alone come frem uniaxing
indusiry and enterprise, house building and improve-
ments.  We believe that assessing for rates on buildings
that are put up, instead of upon the site volue of the

land, encourages the holding-up of land, checks enterprise, .

adds to the cost of living, and couses unemployment.

We, therefore, do petition your Council to obtain powers

from Parlioment to give effect to this.

Members and friends who believe in the policy are
nrged o help in this undertaking. Call at 20, Cannon
Htreet for a form or two. It is & mission that can
incidentally discover mew recruits and bring new life
intn the movement.

LIVERPOOIL: LEAGUE : F. R. Jones, Hon. Secretary,
42, Stanley Park Avenue North, Queen’s Drive.

On 114h May an address was given to our members
at the White Café, Cook Street, by Mr George Ball,
followed by an interesting discussion. Mr Ball, who
has not spoken on our subject for many years, is to be
congratuluted for his excellent presentation of the cage.

Our next monthly meeting will take place on 8th June,
and thercafter on the second Wednesday in each month
until October, when the weekly Wednesday meetings
will be resumed. a

We would urge upon all supporters the desirability
of interesting as many individuals as they cam, and
indacing them to join our Leragne as members. The
minimyrmn subsoription is s per annum, for which we

- supply Laad & Liberiy monthly. Every person who is

convinced of the vital importance of cur propaganda
work should consider it a duty to give at least some
financial sapport to the loeal, national, and international
Orgamnizations.

PORTSMOUTH LEAGUE FOR THE TAXATION OF
LAND VALUES : B. B, {ole, Hon. Secretary, 165,
Franeis Avenue, Scuthsea.

As annowneed in our last veport and the April number
of the Jowmal, the third meeting of our Study Circle
to he held on 2nd May took place at the John Pile’s
Memorial Rooms, Mr Satterthwaite presiding, with -
Mr MoGuigan as lecturer, the painded charts from Lowis
Post Outlines were displaved and Chapters 1, 2 and 3
were briefly referred to in order that the ground should
be clear to carry on with the followiag chapfer.  Chapter
4, with plates 10 to 12, dealing with the law of rent,
was afterwards explained. Members followed closely
and were keenly inferested in the growth of rent ac-
counting for low wages in spite of increased production
of wealth. Our next meeting will be held on Monday,
13th June.

The Shotts (Lanarishire} Advertiser, 21st May, carries
an article on Single Tix by J. O’Donnell Derrick, and
other informing items on the urgency of taxing land
values. A two.column article, entitled, * Real Land
Reform,” alveady appesring in Land & Liberty and
issued as a leaflet by the United Committee has also
been published.

New and Sixth Editios

THE STORY OF MY DICTATORSHIP

By Lewis H. Berens and Ignatius Singer
The Taxation of Land Values Clearly Explained
Two Notable ommendotions

Henry George wrote to 1., . Berens on 20th
February, 1894, on weceipt of the first edition of
The Story of My Dictatorship . —

“My warmest congratulations to vou and Mr Singer . .. I
think it is the best thing of its kind vet, and that it will do
much good. Something is novded for those who will only read
“light literature* and I think this will go far to fill the kill.
‘What is needed now 13 to get ib into cireulation.

William Lioyd Gazrizson Jr. wrote in the preface to
the first American Edition of this book: “1
bespeak for this new messenger in the field of reform
the cordial welcome of all lovers of their kind.”

These two commendations are printed as a Preface
to the new Editinn, which is now issued with
grateful acknowledgmsents to Mrs Lewis H. Berens,

THE STORY OF MY DICTATORSHIP
(Forti-eight Pages)
FER DOZ., 2s. 6d. Post Free
Published by

The United Committee for the Taxation of
Land Values, 11, Tothill Street, London, 5.W.1.

PRICE 34d.
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THE EXAMPLE OF AUSTRALIA

(Speeches in support of the Resolutions carried af the
Annual Meeting of the Fnglish League for the

TLaxation of Land Values, Cawton Hell, London, .

11th May)

Dr Pavr, Daws (Melbourne) said that in Australia
some progress had been made toward the economic
system demanded by the resolution he was happy to
support. Australia had probubly gome further than
anty other country in giving effeet to the faxation of
Land Values, and that was the case more particularly
in the sphere of local taxation. There were now being
collected annually by taxation levied on the value of
land apart from Improvements local revenues to the
amount of £7.700,000 while reughly  about £4,000,000
was raised by the old and discrediicd method of assessing
land and buildings together. That was the position
over the Commonwealth regarded as a whole, and
considerably more than half the total area of the con-
tinent that was assessed to local rates was enjoying the
benefit of land value taxation for local purposes.

Besides these local taxes, there were also the State
land taxes in all the States save New South Wales, which
handed over its State land tax to the local authorities
when local land value taxation was adopted. The State

land taxes yielded about £1,060,000 altogether; and °

since 1910 up 6ill this year the Commonwealth Govern-
ment had also levied a Federal land tax yielding about
£1,000,000. The ¥ederal land tax had been repealed a

fow months ago on the plea that the field of direct.

- taxation should be left fo the Btates, the Federal
Government relying =olely on that unfortunate policy
known as indirect taxation and expressed in the viciouns
gystem of Customs dufies. :

In Queensland the whole of the rates assessed by
urban and country authorities were levied on land
value. The local texation of buildings and improve-
ments had been unknown for the past 30 years. In
New South Wales all but an insignificant portion of the
municipal and shire tax-revenue came from land values,
and the system of taxing improvements was in force
only in regpect of the rates levied by the separate boards
for water and sewerage in the Sydney and Humter
District areas.

In Victoria a beginning had been made with land
value rating and the progress there dated from 1920
when the enabling legislation really became operative.
They had now six cities, five towns and two ghires
where the system had been adopted and of the cities
and towns six were suburban municipalities on the
outskirts of Melbourne. But Melbourne itself still
continued on the old system and it was in comparing
Melbourne with Sydney, and Vietoria generally with
New South Wales and Queensland generally, that the
most instructive lessons were to be learned. With
regard to the other States South Australin and West
Australia also had their enabling legislation (which
might well be amended to give ratepayers a better
chance to express their mind in the matter} and af
present South Australia raised about one-fifth and West
Australia about two-fifths of local taxation from land
values. Tasmania had ag yet no legislation empowering

a council to rate land values, although the city couneils -

of both Hobart and Launceston had formally resolved
that such powers should be conferred on the local
authorities.. ‘

“1 camnot claim,” Dr Dane said, that everything
1 am going to tell you is the regult purely of the rating
of land values, but the following facts are very significant.
The health of Queensland and of New South Wales is on
the whole better than that of Victoria. The infantile
death rate is higher in Victoria than in either Queensland

or New South Wales for some years. It might be
agserted and it is asserted that this is due to other
factors; yet if the ligures were the other way round
our opponents would. eagerly seize upon them to throw
them in our teeth. It is plain to an unprejudiced mind
that where houses and factories are not taxed and land
value is taxed, there will be a vendency for better
buildings to be erected, that a natural town planning
will take place and that in consequence more healthy
conditions wiil ensue.

“ Comparing the housing conditions of New South
Wales and Victoria as strictly comparable States, we
find that during the 11 years, 1910-1921, New South
Wales built more houses absolutely and relatively than
Victoria ; that one-roomed houses in New South Wales
decreased in a much larger proportion than in Victoria;
and that four, five and six-roomed houses increased
both absolutely and relatively in a larger proportion
than in Victoria. We also find that New South Wales
built more brick houses than Vietoria—the netresult
being that the houses in New South Wales, where they
were not taxed, were on the whole bigger and better than
in Victoria,

* Another noticeable circumstance is that along the
River Murray which divides New South Wales and
Victoria, there are a number of towns and these towns
are as it were double towns. Omne portion is in New
South Wales and the other in Victoria. They generally
go under different names; but it s to be remarked in
nearly every cage that the towns on the Vietoria side
are not by any means so well built or paved or improved
as the towns on the New South Wales side.

“In Sydney, New South Wales, a noticeable effect is
that since the rating of land values was adopted the city
is spreading out more evenly in natural zones and we
have it on the authority of-the Chief Medical Officer
of Sydney that there are now no slums in that city.
The same cannot be said of Melbourne where slums
still exist.

“ Coming down to Victoria, we have around Melbourne
the six municipalities 1 have already mentioned as
rating land values. This is a recent development as 1
have sald. Yet already the building statistics for these
places over the last, five, four, three and two years show
that they are building more houses than the seven
largest comparable municipalities that still tax houses ;
and in some of the years our six land-value-rating cities
have built more than the eight leading cities that still
maintain the old and penalizing system.

“ Where land value rating is adopted and tiried, the
people never revert to the old system. In South
Australia such attempts have been made by appealing
to a poll of ratepayers, but they have failed, In
Victoria we have had two such attempts. In one case
the Council wished to revert and passed a resolution,
but within two days the ratepayers had signed the
necessary petition and they beat the Council by a large
majority. In the Greater Brisbane Council, Queensland,
the ‘landed interests agitated fo have the rates for
sewage levied on land and buildings, in order to reduce

the taxes on the land itself. This was defeated largely

at the instance of that stalwart, George Hardacre, who
worked for many years to uphold the system inaugurated
by Sir Samuel Griffiths.

“ We gee In this agitation for the rating of land values
which we are pushing with all our might in Victoria,
not merely the immediate results, which can only be
limited to the sphere of local taxation. We see in it a
great opportunity for teaching the full principle and

the ultamate ideal. Hvery argument for a local land -

value rate is an argument making clear the fundamental
and vital distinction between the value of land and the
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value of things prodinced by labour. We are sprea.d.mg
the realization of what is poséible by the abolition of
taxes on trade and industry, securing to the the com-
munity the whole value of Jand and removing the last
:nlpf>(§r;r3£;11 to human freedom. You may think we
find it an v iling to carry on this propaganda in
Australiz, s on the contrary a very difficult task and
although the local rating of land value may not achieve
more than a little by itself, the ferocity with which it
is fought in and around Meibourne shows that it is the
thin end of the we dge ; it shows that the land mono-
polists and land speculators know that if the people get
a knowiedge of this principle it will xrraJdua.Hy advance
umniil the spoculator s Hold on the land is loosened, and
an ever fuller messure of liberty for labour andindustry
will be attained.”

My Prroy Hawrgis, L.C.C., M.P., said: More and
more daring the last 95 years local government had been
developing, and local expenditure ‘had been increasing.
Our present system of rating was breaking down; it
was destroying industry. "Although most of the ex-
penditure was good and sound, it was totally insufficient.
It was o very significant thing the other day that in a
digensgion at the London County (ouncil one of the
Jeaders of the London Municipal Society and Municipal
Heform Party on the L.C.C., Mr. Ray, trankly admitted
the urgent need and necessity for » complete change in
our rating system. Some of them raised the question of
Taxation of Land Values and the relief of improvements
from r a,‘ues, and they had succeeded in havmg a resolution
adopted by the L.C.C. in favowr of an inguiry. They
had sent an official communication fo 8yduney asking for
a report on the land value rating system in that City.

They all knew Alderman ¥irth's excellent pamphlet
on Sydiey, It was sent to every member of the L.C.C:
and it had wmade a deep impression. Concluding,
Mz Harris said he was glad the resolution applied to all
local rating authoritiss. Nothing was more fatal than
to treat this as a purely urban guestion, His Liberal
friends took the wrong turning in that respect and he
wished to see them pub straight.

My A, Varewrins (Melbourne) said he spoke as an
Austratian and declared with ev ery assurance that the

taxation of Land Values and the steps taken on that -

principle in Awstralia had been a success.  In New South

Wales they took about 25 per cent of the nnimproved land -

value cach year for rating purposes, and the effect has
been to promote industry in the country districts as well
as in the towns, just as Dr Paul Dane had explained.
Ehey did not expect to get 100 per cent results from

2b per cent operation ; but they had got all they
expe,eted to get so far. He came from the great city

of Melbourne where they still continued to tax under |

the old system although there were several places near
Melbourne, local bodies which are cities, such as Bruns-
wick, Coburg, and Camberwell which had adopted the

new system. A few country electorates had tried the
sarae plan and they were so pleased with it that nothing
could move them to go back to the old system. A
shriking exarmple of the growth of public sentiment in
favour of the view that land value was a public value
andd should go to the community was provided by their
new Hederal capital Canberra. The land was held
from the public authority en lease and the rent payable
was fised by perlodlc revaluations.

Mr Lons P. Jacoss said thay bad had a field night’

su far ax Australia was concerned and as an Australian
be vejoiced in all that good progress.
fhe home country since 1914 and was closely associated

with the movement at home, where it was a matter

il present to see practical advance along
ey had a clear and unanswerable case ;

of concern iﬁ
their lnes.

"and the conspiracy of silencs

He had been in -

they had cartied on an incessant educational cam-
paign bui nothing so far wtood on the statute hook.
No doubt in thie country the power of -the vesied
interests to hold back reform-was incomparably grester
» . the Press was far more
complete. He thought that Qs)mething could be done
ab this time by imserting poid advertisements in- the
newspapers inviting people 4o study the literature of
the movement and he put forward the suggestion for
consideration. This question of getting new adherents,
new supporbers who would take an active part in our
edueational campaign, was important. If a plan could
be worked oub for challenging the help of others he
would do what he could to suppors the challenge The
League deserved the co-operation of every interested
person and to the President he wished to say how
grateful they all were to him for fthe tenacity, for the
enthusiasm and the constancy, with which in geason
and out of season he supported the movement.

Mr Jonw Pavwn, speaking to the second resclution,
saidl at the next gensral election there would be a

-stand made for land purchase one way and another.

They would have to oppose that ; they would have to
keep in line with the moveinent at home and abroad. The
politicians were anxious to get at the farmer, and alleged
the farmer would not have a tax on land values. The
polifician. had the .big farmer in mind who was Con-
servative in the main. But the appeal must be to the
farm labourer, to show him how the taxation of land
values will break up. lsn:d monopoly in the rural districts.
Bome years ago they had Mr Outhwaite in Wiltshire on
a rural campaign on which they conceptrated for two
months. With the help, the enthusiastic help, of local
workers they had got a Petition signed by 1Z.000
electors, requesting: Parliament to levy a national tax
on land values and to pass an Act for local land value
rating. The Petition and the campaign in connection
with it had roused an agriceltural district to a powerful
demand by their principls wad policy. That support
can, beé obtained in full measure in the agricultural
digtriets at any time, given the finance that will make
such eampaigny pogsible. The senfiment for our ideas
is more- widespread, more informed and much veadier
to respond than ever before but it required organizing
and directing. The opportunities for propaganda were
immense. The national tax on land values was the way
to valuation and the direct road to the change in Jocal
rating they demanded. So it had proved in Denmark.
I the valuation of land apart from improvements had
been made available to the local anthorities they would
be in a very differont position. He ventured %o think
they would quickly emuiate and outdistance all other
Places where the reform had been carried, not only
by inspiring propaganda but also by no less inspiring
legislative achievemwnt.

By Hewgry Grozge
Procmess AND Poverry @ Aa lsowiry into the Caunse of In-
dustrial Depressions and of the Increase of Want with
Inevease of Wealth—the Remedy.
Beegot Edition, 10d. post fres.
Kman Paul de!mn paper covers, 2s.
Ev&rvmm Edition, cloth, 2s., veinforced cloth, 3s.
Abridged Ed.ition} Zs. 6d. )
PROTECTION R FREE TRADF An Fxamination of the -Tariff
Question with especial Reqa:d to the Interests of Labour
Paper covers, Is. &4 Cloth, 3s.

SociaL ProBlEMs.  Paper covers, Zs

A Perriexep PHiLosophez. An Examination of Herbert Spencer's
Utterances on the Land Question.  Cloth, Zs,

The Lasour QuesrioN. Abr xdgmeﬂt of the Conditien of Labour, 3d.
Pram our Offices.
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CHINA
Sun Yat Sen’s Land Policy
By mar Hev IVAN D. BOSS
From an article appearing n the *° Nineteenth Century,
Moy, 1927

‘The land guestion is beginning to appear in China,
owing to the snormous increase in land valuwes in the

2

neighbourhood of foreign settlements. For insbancs, .

the value of land in the neighbourhood of ¢ hdndhm
and of Canton bas increased ten thoumsandfold in the
past sixgy vears, San fells the story of a Cantonese
who, i & fit of drunkenness, entered an auvction mart
and bongh;ﬁ a picoe of land for 300 dollara. The next
morning he had forgotien the transaction, snd whoen the
deed (3‘ sale was btomrht o him, he wag forced fo ruin
himgelf in order £o raise the money., But in ten years’
timie the value of $he property had increased to such an
extent that this drunkard found himself a millionaire,
the richest man in Ewanglung. _

“The value of the land iy increased by the fact of
other people coming to live and carry on business in
the neighbourhood. The increase of wealth is produced
by the community, and not by the-individual; con.
sequently it ought to belong fo the community, In
order to umed; this evil. Eh Sun proposes a tax of
I per cent upon all land. The value of the land iz to
be declarsd by the owmner himself and the State is to
have the option of purchase. By this.means the land-
owner will be vompelled to yuote & fair price for his
property ;- for i he guotes too high he will be taxed
proportionately ¢ if be quotes too low the State. may
demand te purchase his land at his own price. After
thiz Sun would confiscate fo the State any sabsequent
increase i value. Thus the proiitt; derived from. soc idl
progress and commercial. enter piise will be reaped b
the communiby nstead of by private individuals, i:‘(q
the revenue thus collected by the Sta.tc* will enable if
to dispenge with all other. forms of taxation. There
will he no rates for water and electricity, and no isvies
to pay for repairing roads and policing.  This settlement
of the land guestion will solve onc-half of the probiom
of ‘The People’s Livelihood.” It should be added,
however, that improvements made by the landowner
himuael will be exenpt from. taxation. Such improve-
ments may (‘-)]i%lst in buildings, trees, embankments,
drains, . . .

THE CHIN ESE PEASANTHIS
PLACE IN THE REVOLUTION
By ARTHUR RANSOME
{(Appearing in the Manchesier Guardian, 23rd M. ay)

Much iz heard about Iabour unresi in China, because
the formation of trade unions and demands for increases
in wages affect the foreigner who employs Chinese
labour. We hear less about relations between the
revolution and the peasaunts, because the forsigner is
not seriously interested in Chinese agriculture and does
not invest bis money in it, When we do hear anything
aboub the pmmnt% it is vsually an inaccurate statement
either that %'hlm’se peasants hold their land on a
communal system or that they arve all smallholders
vitally inte -3$L{3d in the avoidance of any kind of

ually in China money is not as & rule profisably
invested in land. While landowners tend o multiply
the size of their boldings tends to grow smaller, largely
sunt of the law of inheritance, which makes all
s male velatives hig heirs. A holding of eight
acres by a familv of five or gix persons 18
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- sidervably larger than that Teeciv

counted wealth, By altering the law of inheritance
the Kuomintang show a decidedly non-Comiunist
inclination to arrest the subdivision of holdings and to
“bring about the growth of a yeoman class, Put it
appears from investigations by the Peking Ministry of
Trade and Agriculture that aboul half “the Chinese
peasanfry bave insufficient land do support life. A
great many families have holdings of less than two
acres, on which they cannct grow enough to feed them-
selves. Thus about half the peasantry have to rent
the land on which they work. 1In XKwaniung province

according to Kuomintang writers, 80 per cent of the
peasants have o rent their land. Rent is g paid W money:

and in kind, and is said o be seldom less than half the.

crop. There is also in uge an extrem bad system
whereby a company rents land wholesale and sublets
to the small farmer, who has to ])m,‘ & pent very oon-
ed Ty the actual owner
of the land. On the basis of some such sommary of
the position the Kuominiang developed its agrarian
programme, which is a2 modest affalr in comparison
with the venerdl Lnxpmpthwn of landlords carried out
in other :{{,volutmz;s, but Hlustrabes very well the un-
willingness of Chinese revolutio to bamper with
property rights, no matter how geversiy they may lay

; properby-owners under contribution when they need

moeney to finance o campaign.

The chief article of that programme is a reduction
of rent on agricultural land by 25 per cont,  Rent is
not to be collested in advance, and is not to be paid
in time of famine, the efiects of which are to be shared
between la.ndowners and farmer ingtead of being borne
exclusively by the latter. ‘There iz f0 be a umniform
system of land taxation. Taxes are not to be celiested
in advance. Provincial public lands shall be made a
land fund for farmers’ banks which ars to be established
to lend money to farmers at 5 per cent.  The maximun

- rate of interest shall not exceed 20 per cent (a pro-

vigion which throws some Light on the present relations
of peasants and moueylenders). Undeveloped lands
belonging to the wnrovincial Governments are 1o be
distributed among the poorsr pessants. The tenant
contract system referred to above is to be prohibited.
These are the main provisions of the Kuomintang
agrarian programme. JThey are enough to arouse the
half-incredulous support of the peasants, who are in
any case veady encugh o follow the suggestions of
Clause 84 of the programme, “ Peasants shall have the
right to form peasant unions,” and of Clauge 86,
“ Peapant uniong have the right to form volunteer
corps for self-defemce”” By the forming of these
unions and these defence corps, the peagants are brought
into active support of the Kuomintang and come fo
be of scarcely less importance than the regular troops
in the campaign of the Kuomintang against the relics
of the old régime, represonted by the Northern mili-
tarists.

The first peasant union was organized in Haifong,
in the province of Kwangtung, in January, 1923, when
Sun Yat-sen had but an uncertain hold on Canton. Tt
could soon count as many as 100,000 members. I was
informed at Hankow that there are now in Kwangtung
800,000, in Hunan 2000500, and in Hupeh 500,000
orgamsed peagants, these being $he provinces in which
the rule of the Kl,lr,a:,unmnn’ is most - assured. My
informants considered that as each member of the
peasant union probabiy represented a family of five,
they could therefore hold that the peasant unions of
these provinces represcnted seventeen and a balf million
peaganis.  This is probably nob much more inacenraie

than mmost estimates of the Chinese population, which

ars obbained in much the same wav. There are also
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s the nibibarists,
intang (!H%b}‘\??
will prosently

poasant uniong i the provinecs be
which, i present sri st in fh
ke able of further advanes,
be very usefal to the MNationalsds,

£ Iy diffienls 30 accompany these bare
cand programmes with any elear picture of
e Tormation of peasant unions ac dmli]x (I STEN
ab loast for m\wﬁ I have
larye

what
?n the hope of deoing this,

gone o arefully §h;<>u<=h LWO volnmes of r¢
Lutions and repords coneerned with the peazand move-

ment during the long strogele of the §\!g-‘}'211.~_ 1hang 0
make its posifion secur In Wwangtung, "l‘hv First
pmpression such s reading produces isoof a horeile
pras sy invelved that b 18 alimost mi!,mmalv t0 chis-
tinpuish the fighlors and So decide who Iz on cither
*ald(‘ “!w i‘m;a ‘mn even t'tw ‘le‘*‘f‘.‘Hil(fﬁ of the
Y vv=~ry-

'ii bt

W 31-.}
l;i5 0y
bt b,

b H‘lj
fiirea
they

of t‘ el f'emmtm ot out f hmsd d’!(gitb. uho
' yr world i the wil;mw& should
wh them, made common canse

ith the lag whao in torror of ills they searcely
knew 1
were  famili
goneeived guike
wmions would 1o

v the militia, a sort of police,
g that development of the peasand
= mueh morve difficult those kinds
of extort is‘m on which they f'!s‘*[ sended for their Tuxurios
:md probabiv in many cases for the necessavios of iife.
fn the course of these reports it fregquently appears
that the prssant upions weye engaged in desperate
struggle with  bundits, militia, and  solibers, alkied
e .h(‘? and fmanced by ¢ landlords and depraved

’ iha i\dommt ng  headnuactors woere
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s than desperation, the poasants
country had themselves formed
Wpears,”  Heavenly Doormen,”
SRR Mtomachs,? ete., with the object of defunding
the cownfryside sgainst soldiers and bandits alike.
These movements are as sponianeous as those of the

Middle Agos,

jmrf n‘?
of 7 He

ARGENTINA
M. J. 5. writes

Hevista del Impmsto Unico (Esmeralda 91 Buenos
Airey) is full of good things in March, 1927. The
i portant State of San Juan on the northern Chilean
iu)nztzer is revising its Constitution, and Art. 143 of
the upproved draft says : “ The m:unicipalities may set
up for themselves taxes upon real estate, excluding
improvements. To seb up taxes on persons or on
moveahle property the authority of the Legislature will
Le peeded.”  This recognition of the justice of the
suicipal single tax will envourage our hitherto un-
Lnewn brothors in San Juan 2o wosk mere freely for
Jusbice in Frate taxadion, as our \unh AJCrAry notes.

The valuadions in Buenos Aires widd Santa Fé States
are completad.  Tn rural Iummx Aivss the assessed
site valoes are 770,000,000 at 2s 1o the paper dollar ;
i wrban Busaos Alves the sites and nnprovements
are "“"\‘(?‘i?ﬂ?_.i)OO, Loth st less than sale values.
ants Ve phe assessed gibe v at T4 per cent are
1 1K anid  asgesged Paprovemnents  are
CATOLOM.  The actaal gite vadue of Banta 16 is thusg

v with those with which they

Jumig, ?‘?Q?

(g

Aives,
valnes
far more
fian that of ali the ';_';s!.h(‘* budgets of the country,

The final article i by B o Argente, the hpm.; S
stalesman- {ieor t, on the Bovival of the Mereantils
Tlie hmt b wha ﬂw workd Lo-day Inits Twin erpors
] 15 exchange of goods oy money and
money i mmis ; '{ ) that !)l‘[ . f‘u‘ii vl Toney i mvﬂitk
gt o certain valne worth meore than goods of the same
valie, '

for Nacion (Bth April) publishes & letter from
\ l!,:ilhfh

ﬂml i ],m H‘I)? o Uw' i-{ﬁ

Vo8

f

i){)mmgm*i. in which he guotes from Land &
in Blarch on z;mm{sy(zlmu moof the Deireit
Ueeninw, as he savs, a c Hve guestion o
This is mont happy progress kn the saost
ver In the couniry.

BRAZIL

M. J. 3. writes :—

Rerizta do Imposio L nice (Porto Alegre) for Felpuazy,
1927, sives the page of honour io Juan B. Beilaw:
the editor of the Argentine Feviglo, who now aom ]
ten vears of veally frong line work for Georgeism.

principal entey of local news is the detailod socount o ‘i
the new money sysiem <=‘i Hrazil, now ats abilizad on a
Iower basis than t E_u' o 7 o

Hernardes. Thls entails Cinereags of sibe v <lj‘£(‘*>
arnd <'()mwpun(,m<f decrense in value of fixed eoms

i The good teanslation of the
i goes on, and a full page is giv
sersonnel of the International Union. Two of the
king i:wmtmﬂl muhm ons i LTeawive provision
in ndvanes for sool Anlio Celio, are
Batior thay usaal, George *uwi Tolstoy,
a neny note
the exact ¢ hd.nﬁes'énw weed in
change of the 1)&81 of ¢ e m?
—ir the Stase a,plta ehy
site vahres, fur which » lemm{,p W

imposto Pred
F Yorto Alegre, to Sl apo
ia completed i 1026

MALTA

The Malta Times of 14th May devotes ifs leading
article to our question, and makes a long 0&(?‘3“11(3@!
from Sir Edgar Harpe: in the May nml:e
the Condemporary Hevicw on The Speculative Wlene m
in the Value of Land.” The Edivor writes : : :
all our taxes are placod on Ll%m ur and the produi i o
labour our industrics see erippled and our workien
unemployed ; but matiers are made worge when ihose
taxes, screwed ovi of the people, are expended . .
to pay one sebt of laudlords not to Budld, in order that
another set of landilords wmay he able to wsbriain our
pregent inflated rouis. i Clopal
ptrickland and Mr Groogh 1l s
remeds 1s to gubstituie Fand 1
for cur present taves, but ton i
We congrainlate by Geoghegan on this
his persistent advocacy of our cause is reaph
in the Maltese pross.

The Molte Times s also
“ Progection. or Free Trade’
d has published fn full the

e International Uiicn to
nomic Clenfercnce.
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