Fifty.socond Year—Nos, $14-5

MONTHLY jOEJ’RNAL FOR LAND VALUE TAXATION AND FREE 7T

4 Creat Bmith Street, London, 8.W.1

July & Aogwst, 1943 ik,

Flection Resuils st a Glance
A wifllion Pounds an Acre
Repeating & Canard
Denmark Goes Abhead
Yolling the Trossaehs ..

Let Us Talk Tazalion

CONTENTS
iz ! MNew Zeniand—The Test of Hxperience 5
55 Land Nationalizafion—For and Agninst 55
55 Employment and the * Multiplier ” 1
48 The Stone That the Builders Hejooted ... 62
58 Several Constifuencies RO i+
BY Canvassing the Candidaies .. %3

LABOUR’S TRIUMPH

S Tee GeMeral FBlection gives (o the
Tabour Party an overwhelming majority
“of szats in the House of Commons, This
 maiority is not forfuitous but rests upon
a decisive majority of the votes cast, It
- cannot be explained away by the vagaries
ot our electoral system, and it means the
establishment once maore in this couniry
of substantially 2 two party system. The
Liberal Party has dwindled still forther.
Its leader, Sir Archibald Sinclair, was de-
" fedted, and Sir William Beveridge, who
had been hailed as the means of restoring
its fortunes. ’

It appears to be certain that the coun-
try will have a Labour Government for
the full statutory span of five years.
With a substantial majority in the House
of Commons the Labour Party has now
a clear opportunity of showing what it
can do.  If it should be successful i
tackiiig well the great task which lies
hefore it, even the “swing of the pen-
dulun 7 may not dislodge it when it has
to accouni to the slectors.

The issue of the election is not to be
explained by a minute dissection of the
Party programmes. 1o many respscts
there appeared to be agresment between
them. Such matiers as * social security 7
and * full employment ™ figored indif-
ferently in the election addresses of many
candidates of all parties.

Most electors it is probable did not
engage in an analysis of the details of the
party policies.  The overriding con-
sideration was whather there should be a
continuance of Tory rule which has con-
tinued with insignificant Interruptions
since 1918, or shonld there be a change.
That this was the one guestion which elec-
tors asked themszlves secmis manifest
from fhe strenucns efforts of the Con-
. servative Party managers to make the
slection turn upor the personality and
the war record of Mr. Chordhill,  Tn this
they completely Tailed. His tour of key
congtituencies did not furp the tide of
public opinion nor did his broadcasts.

5 The task which lies before the new
{Government is immense. Gresat and far-
eaching decisions must be made in the

fieid of foreign policy, and the domestic

probiems to be solved are no less press-
ing.

The ravages of six vyears of fotal war
have to bs made good. Not oaly is there
the housing of the people in which the
magnitude of the job 15 patent fo all.
There is also the depreciation and run-
ning down of much industrial equipment,
dus to the diversion of the nation’s
efforts from the production of the neces-
saries, let alone the luxuries, of peace to
the needs of war. A hard road lies
ahead.

The Labour Party has made many
promises which it will be asked to re-
deemn. Mot only is own future, but that
of the country is at siake.

A few of the acid tests of policy de-
serve attention at this moment.

In foreign policy i is noi sufficient
merely to aim at systems of “coliective
security 7 such as that evolved at the San
Francisco conference. The relations be-
tween nations He not merely in the ficld
of diplomacy but alse and much more in
the field of trade and commerce. H the
world is to be at peace and to be pros-
perous, full and free exchange of the
products of all coontries must be en-
couraged. During its long vears of
office the Conservative Party has imposed
upon this country a fully flodged tanff
system such as it has not been burdened
with for a hundred vears. This mistaken
policy encouraged the protectionists in
all countries to do the same thing. In
the result the hhade of the world is now
fettered to such an exient as forty years
ago would have seemed inconceivable.
This has been one of the leading causes of
trade depression and unemployment, the
growth of monopoly, and ineguality in
the distribution of wealth. Mow is the
opporiunity, when the Ynited States is
in these matters adopting a far more
fiberal policy than for several genera-
tions past, to reverse this trend. WNothing
could contribute more and more imme-
diately to the rehabilitation of the eco-
nonty of all couniries from the disorder
to which it has been brought during the
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war., To this country sspeciafly it is of
the highest importance, ’

Gf pur home affairs olearly housing
takes for the fime being a foromeost place.
In the blitzed areas thers is also need for
the reconstruction of industrizl buildings
as well as of schools, hoapitals and other
public buildings., With this rebullding
must necessarily go some measurs of
planning or replanning o correct past
and prevent fufure errors.  Two gues-
tions immeadistely arise.  Are we to con-

tipue to make houses dearer 1o thair
occupanis by levying upon them &

heavy, and in all probability increasing,
burden of local rates?  Are we o con
finue o cncourage land speculation, the
withholding of land {rom use until as
inflated price can be got for it, by refus-
ing 10 IMpose some measure of raling or
taxation on site vaiues of iand whether
used or not?  These are ovucial gues-
tions. The solution is not io be found
ip a wholesaie scheme of public lansd
purchaze, for that would indeed be no
reinedy for present ovils bt simply a
condonation of them,

Then there is empl
moment there is 2
civilian purposes and tha
continue for some Hme o come.
one can forget the grave depressions o
the millions of m cul of work wh
were the most grievons aspeet of the
period between the two wars. Herc again
freedom of trade and ac o fand are
fundamental. 11 is self-evident that there
can be no prodoction withoot applics-

vinent.  For the
of Iabour for
condition may
Hut no
ned

il

n
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labour be most advaniangeously emplos
and reap Hs greatest reward unless th
be freedom of exchange. 11 is only thus
that the best division of abour s
maximum satisfaction of con
be assured. Removal of tar
and other restrictive monopg
devices is essential to full smploye
and thiz must be conpled with a moasure
of taxation of land values which will e
sure that land becomes availeble for use
whien it is required and upon reasonabl
torms.




Mational taxation received singulariy
littie attention during the election, but i
must inevitably be a pressing problem for
the Government, Yast sums are still being
borrowed to balance the budget, and
taxes have risen fo an oppressive level
"The limits of exemption from income fax
and the reliefs and aliowances have been
reduced, while the rate of tax has been
raised. The pressore of this upon smuall
incomes is severe. Purchass tax at very
high rates has been imposed upon a wide
range of articles, and all the farifis in
existence before the war still remain and
in some cases are mcreased.  Althouszh
war expenditure will diminish, other wide
fields of spending are envisaged. The
great plan of “social security 7 or
naticnoal insurance will involve heavy bur-
deng upon all the contributors, and it
matiers not whether part is called faxa-
tion and another part is ealled confribu-

RESULTS AT A GLANCE

Tap (GENpral, Blection was held on July
5 and the results were decjared on July
26, the interval being occasioned by the
time required to collect the Baliot papers
from the Forces. The resuit, with 13
seats yet to be declared. is a majority for
the Labour Party of 133 over all others,
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tion for the uliimate effect is the same.
There is pressing need not only {or re-
duction of taxation, but for readjustment
of the burden. At a time when taxes in
total are being reduced, the most advan-
tageous opportunity affords itself for
altering the incidence of taxation; the fask
iz far more difficoit when faxation is being
increased.

L.t us hope that the Labour Party will
grasp the opportunity whichk now lies
before it by laving the foundations of
our ecopomy upon a sound basis, They
have time atter time in declarations of
policy affirmed by their Party Confer-
ence pledged themselves to the principle
of rating and tfaxation of land valoes
in 193! the minority Labour Govern-
ment introduced a measure for imposing
a national tax on land values which in
its broad outline was sound and well-
conceived.  Although that lfegislation was

whereas in the previous Parliament the
Conservatives and their ** National ”
allies had a majority of I81 over all
others, The following table gives the
details, the House of Commons now
consisting of 640 members as compared
with 615 before the Blaction:

P . Mo, oF [ S ‘V’EATS ¢ e e j Toral YoTES
ARTIES CANDIDATES t()u:T~ | PoLLED
e .. Houst | ——
Labour . .. .. 603 3 3 163 11,962,678
Conservatives and “National” 625 280 398 9,934,573
Liberals .. .. 307 | 26 22801135 !
Others and Independents 146 { is 32 | 804,567
. — 13 ] e

~To be declared

Drefeat overtook no fewer than 29 of
wir. Churchill's “ Caretaker " Ministry,
including five Cabinet Minisiers, ninc
other Ministers of Cabinet rank and fif-
teen junior Wimisters.

The collapse and virtual extinction of
the Liberal Party i speciacular. With
307 candidates in the field its representa-
tion feli from 20 io 11, and among the
eleven is counted Major G. Lloyd George,
althongh he was Minister of Fuel and
Power in the late Governmeni. He had
a majority of 168 over his Labour op-
ponent. Many Liberals and Iadepend-
ents forfeited thetr £150 deposit by not
attaining one-gighth of the votes cast,

The return of Mr. F €, B. Douglas
in Morth Battersea and Mr. R. B, Stokes
with  characteristically  large Eabour
majorities 1s noticed elsewhere, and the
fAgures are also given for the Bursiem
and Batley and Morley divisions, where
e Apdrew Maclares and Mr. Ashiey

Miichell, standing respectively a5 an
Independent and as an  Independent

Liberal, were unsuccessful,

At the time of the dissolution of the
fast Parliament the {oliowing Resolution
was standing on the Order Paper of the
House of Commons:

“That no final and satisfaciory solu-
tion of the problem of town and country
planning, of the provision of houses at

reasonable rents, and of reform of local
taxation can be achieved untii a general
valuation has been mads of the value of
land apart from the buildings and im-
provements upon i and such valoation
s made the basis for public acquisition
and local taxation.”

The dembers whose names werg ai-
tached io it and who have been re-slected
inciude: F. I Bellenger, ¥. G. Bowles,
T. ¥ Brown, W. J. Brown, G. Buchanan,
F. 5. Cocks, F. Collindridge, W. G. Cove,
Claiment Davies, Rhys Davies, F. O R.
Piougias, Ness Edwards, I3 R. Grenfell,
fames Griffiths, W. Glenvil Hall, Joseph
Henderson, T. L. Horabin, J. 8 Hynd,
W. 1. Kendall, W. Leonard, . K. Leslie,
D, G Logan, H. G McGhee, Neil
Maciean, W. H. Mainwaring, J. H. dar-
tin, #. B. W. Morgan, A. Pearson, C.
Poole, A, Sloan, R, W. Sorensen, W.
Yoseph Stewart, R, K. Stokes, 8. P. Viant,
E. Walkden and E. ¥, Williams.

THE NEW MINISTRY

As we go to press, the following chief
appointments have been made:

Prime Minister, First Lord of the
Treasury and Minister of Defence, Me,
C. B. Amier; Foreign Secretary, Me.
Ernest Beviv; Lord President of the
C‘o;uriciz, Mr. Herpret Mowmwson; Lord
Privy Seal, MR, ARTHUR GREENWGOD;
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swept away before it could become effec-
tive, the Labour Party now runs no such
risk. 1t posscsses an absolule majosity
of ample size. 1t con have a full five
vears of power to gel its measures uito
full working order. Provision for a tax
on land values and the necessary valua-
tion couid be mads in the next budget
1t would be immune from obstruction by
the House of Lords. It could soon be
in working order, and by ihat single mea-
sure the whole field of housing and town-
planning in particular would be com-
pletely transformed. The basis would
exist for protecting the public against the
excessive prices for iand which in the
past have rendered planuing abortive and
have held back the provision of suffi-
cient houses.

Here is one of the zcid tests. Let us
pray that the Labour Party will not be
tried and found waniing. J

Chanceilor of the BExchequer, Ma. Huc
Davron; President of the Board off
Trade, SIr S7arrorn Crieps; Lord Chan-
cellor, Sie WiLLIanM JOWIIT.

“Tusy wan the Divine Right of Kings
to settle, those unfortunate ancestors of
ours . . - and they, our brave ancestors,
fike frue stalwari hearts, did on hest of
necessity mapage 1o seitle i—by cutting-
off its head, if not otherwiss.”
* Alas, we, their children, have got per-
paps & still harder thing to setfle: the
Divine Right of Squires. Did a God
make this land of Britain, and give # to
us all, that we might live there by honest
labour; or did the Squires make it, and
—shut fo the voice of any God, open”
only to a Devil's voice in this matter—
decide on giving it fo themselves alone?
This is now the sad guestion and * divine
vight” we, in this unfortunaite century,
have got to settie! 7
Thomas Corlvie in * Baillie
the Covenanter.”
kS ES &
§t 18 by the consent of all, and by ity
full value being given to the work of |
each, that Matare’s great community
exisis and moves and grows. Each -
thing, bivd, and breok, and free, sings
and flows and clothes itself with its own
beauty, by its own divine vitality and
at #s own aweet will; all bave equal
rights in sun and earth, in rain and
dew; all ¢hoose freely the dwelling-place
most fitted for their self-development,
and no one says them nav; and the
seeriing violations of this are nothing as
against the rule, and indeed belong to
the rule. All are brothers one of an-
other, and lHve and die for one an-
other, and those things which have the
mastery, like the sun, have i because
they give away their life to others. They
rule because they are the best givers—
STorrorn BROOKE.
8d, Tacar on 7HE Lanp
frank  inguiry into  the
Poliey.
64, Rarivg ano TAXATION 13X THs FIOUSING
Scgwe By F. 0, B. Douglas, L.oc., M7

QuesTIoN, A
Land Valus
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‘Reduction o Iniguity

NINETY-NINE YEARS ago a Duke of Argyll
granted {o the town of Campbelliown a
lease of his reservoir at Crosshiil for the
purpose of supplying water 1o the in-
habitants. The present rate of supply
i3 2,500 gailons a day. On opening up
negotiations for & renewal of the lease
the Council was asked for a rent of
£4,500 a vear or else io purchase the
reserveir (which is nof adeguate for all
the water needed) for £17,000. According
to the Daily Herald (June 14}, the reat
asked would make the cost of water four
times the standard price,

The MNews Chronicle reports an inter-
view with Provost A. D. Mchair, who
said: * Tt iz the unanimous opinion of
- the Council that this £4,500 demand is
. not acceptable. We cannot accept some-
thing which is above the standard rate
for water, This maltier is rather sordid.
¥t s getting to the point of greed and
avarice and the sooner it is cleared up the
better it will be for all concerned. The
town clerk has written to the duke’s legal
agents saying that rent as demanded by
them is considered to be exorbitant and
that the Council is not to be held as
agreeing {o pay it.”

This paper adds that the town has been
in communication with the Departmient
of Health for Scotland about the matter,
but what can the Department do?  Ac-
cording to our law the rain which falis
from heaven belongs to the landlord on
whose land it falls.

I would be interesting to know what
rent was pavable under the lease which
is now expiring, and what was the cost
of building the reservoir and who de-
frayed the cost,

Another Duke of Argyli, reviewing
Progress and Poverty and Social Prob-
fems (in his Propher of San Francisco
answersd by Henry George in his Reduc-
fion to Iniguity), wrote of the “ immoral
doctrines,” the * philosophy of spolia-
tion” and the " gigantic villainv " of
Henry George’s proposal {o tax land
values, He sald that the reasoning was
-absurd and based upon the unfounded
* assumption that owners of land are not
producers, and ihat rent does not repre-
sent, or represents only in a very minor
degres, the interest of capital.” ~ Let the
present Duke tell us how much capital
was invested in this reservoir, and whoe
supolied it.

A Million Pounds an Acee

* Tue Lanp for the People—or £1,000.000
an acre? 7 was the title of an article by
Lord Lathdm, Leader of the London
County Council, in the Daily Herald
{harie 21, 1945).  After pointing ot that
“land is the basis of fife. Upon it de-
pend all the activities of the nation; from
it springs all wealth. Private ownership
of land is the mother of all other mono-
polies, for it is a perpetual monopoly for
which there is no competitive aliernative,”
he gave a nomber of illostrations of the
high price of land impeding development,

“The average oost of Tand in the

county of London runs to £12,000 an
acre.  In woany districts it is £22,000, ris-
ing to pearly £30.000 in others. In the
case of one sirest improvement the price
asked was af the rate of £1,000,000 an
acre.

*For the fand needed in London for
temporary houses the average estimated
cost works out at £400 per howse, and
for some sites the estimated cosi iz no
less than £900 per house.”

What concrete proposals Lord Latham
has in yuind for selving the land problem
does not appear very plainly, He savs
that either the land “must come into
public ownership or its use and develop-
ment must come uader public control in
such measure and in such way as the
community’s need requives.” Buot is it
stggested that land shall be brought into
public ownership by paying £1,000,000
an acre for #?  This is the crucial ques-
tion.

Distinction and Difference

In a letter to The Times (Juae 16), Lord
Quickswood endeavours to demonstrate
that the Staie has no better right to the
value of land than it has to the value of
shops and buildings. He savs:

“The State does, for instance, in-
divectiy affect the value of a shop, For
the value of a shop, all its goods, the ser-
vices of its keeper, and the goodwill of
the business, {s created by the démand of
its customers, and the State faciliiates
that demand by the paving and lighting
and policing of the street on which fhe
shop locks out, But for the action of
the State there would be 2 morass, datk
at sunset and haunted by foot-pads, which
would much diminish the shop’s custom.
Yet the State would not be justified, if
it were acquiring the shop for some
public purpose, in claiming as ° better-
ment” the difference in the value of the
shop which had been created by the light-
ing, paving, and policing of the strest.

* The like considerations apply to land,
Land is the floor of habita®ble space, and
has the wtility that houses can be built
upon i, Those whe desire to build such
houses desire io nse that wtility, and their
demand enhances the land’s value. The
State, in order that they may be assisted
to use this utility, makes roads or other
improvements: bui by thus facilitating
their demand it no more justifics a claim
1o absorb increased value than it would
a claim upon the value of the shop be-
cause it had facilitated the demand of its
customers.”

The avgument is at first sight plausible,
but it falls to the ground immediately
when it i realised that the added value
of the shep due to the services rendered
by the Siate and the very existence of
an organised community is land value
and not building valoe. If the shop were
to be destroved by fire no insurance com-
pany would .compensate the owner for
the advaniages of its position or for the
public services available fo it. The most
that he would get is the value of the
buildings or the cost of re-erecting them.
The rest is land value and nothing else.

The so-called “ betterment 7 is the value
of the site as many a lesses hay dis-
covered when his lease comes to an end
and he wishes to negotinte for a pew
Building lease, X

As Lord Hagh Cecil in the House of
Commons, Lord Quickswood was a bitter
opponent of land-value taxation. His
opinions are still the same. Happily as
a member of the House of Lords his
power to oppose this reform has beea
taken away.

The Late Lord Wedgwoed

Speagivi AT an slection meeting (Sraf-
fordshire Sentinel, July 3} in ths New-
castle-under-Lyme contest, Lord Mathan
paid a glowing tribute to Josiah Wedg.
wood, whormn he said he had knows well ;
“ He was a remarkable man-—gay, gallant
and debonair, brave, feariess, he never
fost his individoality. He was a sort of
knight errant, and his flaming sword was
at the disposal of every good cause. He
was the champion of the underdog. He
was not a great Parliamentary figure in
the sense of Asquith and Lloyd Georgs:
he was something different, but he was
taken to heart by Parliament, Parlia-
ment takes to heart, irrespective of party,
any man who is fearless, sincere, selfless
—and Yos. Wedgwood answered that
fest,”

Hepeating a Canard

ComMENTING UPON Mr. Altlee’s reference
m his election broadeast fo * the greed
of ruthless profit-makers and property
owners,” Lord Chesham, President of the
MNational Federation of Property Crwiners,
said in a letter to The Times: ~ He may
not have considered the undoubted fact
that it was the Lloyd George land fax
proposals of 190%-10 that first created the
housing shostage”  Although this state-
ment has been repeated time and again
it iz not an undoubted ifact. & was
amswered af the time by Mr. Lloyd
George, who quoted the siatistics of vne
employment in the building industry as
proof that the number uneraploved fell
during the years after the introduction of
the 190% Budget.* If the allegation were
true, it would be pertinent to enquire why
sufficient houses were not built after these
taxes were repealed. 1t is no answer to
s8¥, a5 Lord Chesham does, that this was
due to the operation of the Rent Restric-
tion Acts, for these never applied to new
houses,

The reasons why too few houses were
built are quite simple. Many of the
materials used in house building have
been subjected {0 taxes which raise the
cost of construction,  The houses when
built are subject to a heavy burden of
rates and faxes. The land to build them
on has been toc dear, because so much
land is held for speculative prices and

* In the House of Commons, April 28,
15138, Mr. Llovd {lecrge pointed out that in
March, 1908, unemployment in the buiid-
ing trade was 13.3 per cent.; in 1910, £9;
in 1931, 6.5; in 1913, 6.2; and in 1913, 44;
s¢ ihat unemplovment in the buildbng
trade was in 1913 exactly one-dhird of

what it was in the mofths preceding the

introduction of the Budget of 1502
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while held out of uwse 15 not lable io
taxation. The Lioyd George legisiation
of 1909 was an imperfect and partial at-
ternpt to deal with the problem, and it
was repealed in 1920 and the taxes cob-
lected were repald to ibe landowners.
The Sdowden legislation of 1931 never
gof going at all and was soon repealed.
MNeveriheiess, no effective solution of the
probiern of buiiding houses at vents which
people can afford to pay will ever be al-
tained until we siop making houses
senpoer and dearer by taxalion and untl
we make land available st ressonable
prices by taxing the value of all Jand
used or unused.

Denmark Goes Ahead

Me F. Foike, Copenhagen, wriling in
confirmation of his cabiled message of
good wishes for the Ashley Mitchell cam-
paign and expressing jov al being in touck
again with British friends, gives the im-
portant information thai this year a new
periodic and general valuation of Den-
mark is being carricd out under the
leadership of K. J. KuisTenseN with Mr.
H.C. Henwingsen as chiel of the Valua-
tion Department, " Afthough,” he says,
“we have an all-embracing coalition
Government, there are increasing signs
of its splitting up. The only party that
stands outside is Hetsforbunder (the Jus-
fice League), and that is [ortunate. lis
spokesman Ouur PeverseEN 5 the only
member of the Opposition and his close
associate is Pastor MNoriey, 1 think the
party will gain much ground among the
people. MR and Mrs, Biirner are as
active as ever, she as editor of Grund-
skyld {organ of the Heonry George
feague) and he with writing and issping
new publications Active workers are
alsp P. L. Pepai . YVIGGe STARCKE and
ARNOLD Pouised. § am not able o do
very much mysell, yet in spite of my 72
years [ held on to my position on the
board of the Valuation Depariment. As
s0on a8 opportunity preseats fsell I will
send you some of the publications for

which we in the movement have been
respensible.  You can lmagine how eager

I am io see England again”
The Poond 2s Symbel

ANSWERING A Question by Mr. Craven
Ellis in the House of Comunons on May
3, 5% Soha Anderson, the Chaneclior
of the Excheguer, said that on the basis
of the Official Cost of Living Index for
1914 and 1938 and of the price changes
between 1938 and 1944, which were used
in compiling the latest dssue of the
Mationat Income White Panoer (Cmd.

623}, the price level, teking 1914 ag 100,
was 156 in 1938 and 239 in 1944, On
that basis the domestic purchasing power
of the £, taking 1914 as 204, was 12¢ 1064,
in 1938 and 8s. 4d. in 1944,

Reversing the calealation and taking
commodities in general, & appears that
it was necessary o spend 205 in 1944 to
procure what gould be obtained {or 13s.
i 3938 and for 83 4d. in 1914, How
that depreciation affects people whose
money meomes have remaioed stationary,
or have fallen, or havs not increased in

harmony with the rise 1n prices, will be
readily conceived,
Selling the Trossachs

Scotiish Daily Express, June 9, 1945,
reported

The Fard of Ancaster bas seld Scot-
land’s worki-famous beauty spot, the
Trossachs in Perthshire, for £50,0060. The
buyer is Mr. Jjohn Walker, chairmman of
Eglinton Hotels, Ltd, who have had the
T rossachs Hotel on feage since 1940, The
purchase includes other houses and 2,000
acres with fishing rights on Lochs Kat-
rine and Achrave.

Sending us the cutting, HEH. {Edin-
burgh) added these comments:

“The notion of seliing for certain bits
of metal the Hiad of Homer, how much
more the land of the World Creaior,
is a ndiculous impossibility.”

Thomas Carlyie.

“Those who make privaie property
of the Gift of God pretend in vain fo
o innccent. For in thus reiaining the
substznce of the poor they are the mur-
derers of those who die every day for
want of it.”

3¢ Gregory the Grear

“The land question means hinger,
thirst, nakednsss, notice to guit, labour
gpent in vain, the teil of vyears seized
upon, and the breaking up of homes,
the misery, sicknesses, deaths of parents,
children, wives, the despair and wildness
which spring up in the hearis of the
poor, when legal force, like s sharp
harrow, goss over the most sensitive and
vital right of mankind., All this is con-
fained in the land question.”

Cardinal Manning.

Bidney Giichrist Thomas

“1 have nearly finished George's
Progress and Poversy. Teil Mr. Vacher
I have reslly varely enjoved & book more,
I domn't agree with &l his conclusions:
but do in the main. His style 15 singo-
Yarly clear, persuasive, and rich in illus-
tration. T want you and Lil to ger if af
gnce and read i aloud. . .

This good advice was given in a letter
dated October 17, 1882, off Madeira, 1o
hiz mother and siier by Sudpey G-
christ Thomad 1t is quoted in his sis-
ter's biography of him, published in 1940
by Faber and Faber. He was the in-
ventor of the Basic Process, for the de-
phosphorization  of stesl, by which
“not less than 230 million tons of won
org that could not otherwise have been
used are mined and smelted each vear,
and millions of tons of phosphate of
lime in the Torm of the by.produet, basic
glag, have been rendersd available for
agriculiure.”

He tells his mother and sister a Jitle
Iater that bie has been veading “ George's
fwo books” and in subseguent letters
thai he has been inducing his fellow
passengers fo read them.

On Wovember 15, 1882, South of
Teneriffe, he writes, “ Have boen talking
mitch to Plunkett; we disagresd mosily
about all things; byt he 18 intelligent, well
read and travelled. 1 have induced him

i read (Goorge's book, wiich horrifies
him hevond meastre.” :
He returns o ihe subject in & letie
dated December 14, Indian Ogean, I
395 degress: T Have vou read Henr
Treorge yet! Mind, { shall examine yo
both in him severcly, Did ¥ tell yvou
made poor Plusket!t rend it7 which was
rough on a proximate peer and Irish
landiord.  His criticisms, however, wers:
fun, apd ¢lever, and XKopt me oa th
gui vive as a defender of the faith of
{reorge.” .
Reaching Australiz in March, 1383, his
etiers coniain many references to Ian
prices, ~ Langd in Brisbane has increased
four tlmes in value in last six years. Best
frontages now sell for over £266 a foot,
ke, for a fromtage of 100 feet the price.
is over £20,000. Thirty vears sgo you
couid have bought the whole city for
fourth of this sum.” S
On the voyage from  Australin to
US.A he writes that one of the pas
sengers 18 a Sydney man from Canada,
" who is bright and intelligent. T am-
making him read Progress and Poverty.”
From Algiers in Sune, 1884, during his
iast iflmess, he wrole a letter to Mr
Ancurin Williams which, as his sister
savs, shows his genera! outlook on social -
and political guestions and the causes to
which he would have devoled himself.
“ Edocate! Agitate! 7 he writes., “Tax
fand hesvily, improvemenis on it lightly;
abolish alf faxes on food and practical
necessaries, abolish hereditary privileges.
.. . Persuade neople, if we can, ithat
seffishness is not the troest road te hap-
piness, and i you advance any ope of
these onds by ever so litde, you will be
onc of the men who have not lived in
vain, . . . Une of the great disappoint”
menis of my illpess has been that just
when 1 hoped to atlain such a foothold
an would cnable me to do zome small
thing to advance what I believe in, I
should become a drift log”
He was born in {830, and, dving at
35, ke lofi his large fortune from paients
andg rovaliles & frust to his sister “io
spend in doing yood dscriminately.”

Frow MNew Zeland

The lslost success is reported. On
March 6 the borough of Rotorua decided
by a poli of ratepavers to adopt the sys-
tem of znimproved value rating, In the
borough of Palos active steps are being
taken for the same porpose.

Alpine  watch-tower's

dawn,

soks forth for

of man, n trust Immoertal,

owards a hope withdrawn,

The morning comes aof, vel the night .

Wanes, and men’s eyes win strength &
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Where twilight is, where light shall bg

When conguersd wrong and conguering
right

Acciaim s world set free .

Algernon Swinburne. .

P e
(RIS




JULY & AUGUST, 1845

LET Us TALK

A suRPRISING feature of political Lo and
“of the General Eleciion has been the
Calmost compiete absence of reference o
ithe subject of taxation, Some ialk, per-
“haps, of taxes in general and in absiract,
- but not of particalar fexes on partieular
- articles and paid by particuiar individuoals,
SRt was Winston Churchill who said as
: long ago as 1903 that Governments could
conly give what they had first tuken away.

The function of government as a dis-

penser of social benefifs has entirely ob-
“scused the aclivity of government in
“taking away 7 by taxation, and hasJed
to the delusion that the taxir g power of
any government is a boitomiess puorse
about which we need not be in the least
- goncerned,  But there is such g thing as
Ckilling the goose that Jays the golden
eggs,” and political common sense would
" ask bomctam >5 how far can the govern-
meni go in piling (ax upon iax asd in
gxpecting the people 1o pay withont ques-
tion or demur. Henry George's great
idea was fo abolish all taxation save that
upon lund values. I the political parties
knew it, the idea of reducing the faxes
upon the people is one of the besi vote-
catching devices they could desire, but our
orthodox Labour and Liberal candidates
seem to have miinds above such mundane
things as taxes pn fex, on wheat, on iron
and steel, and on houscs, ,

The ordinary working man oy woman
is a consumer as well as a producer. On
all the commodities he buys the worker
had to pay a number of different taxes,
A glance at Llovds Import Duties List,
current issus No. 66, June 3G, 1945, will
show an index of aboul fweniy pages,
confaining long lisits of the arficles sub-
ject to import and oiher duties,  They
are roughly under four heads: the Wis-
celianeous Duties, such as those on beer,
sugar, silk, etc.: those under the Safe-
guarding of Indusivies Act, 1921 ({the
“Key” Indusiries); the fmport  Duties
under the Act of 1932, the basic rate of
duty bemng 10 per cent. ad valorem; and
the Ottawa Agreement additional dulies
of 1932,

During My, Mitchell’s campaign in
Batley and Mogley, a leafiet was pub-
fished by him giving some of the details

of selected #ems from these Import
Diaties lists.  The leafle? siates “ We used
to be a Free Trade couplry, now we

have heavy tarifis. Do vou know what
they are? Do von wonder that houses
are dear? Look af these Bgures:

-
H

Manufactures of Iron and Bieel
Woodwork ...
Daors
Hardwood Floors
Baths
Stoves and Grofes ...

Metal Docrs and Window
Roofing Slates and Tiles

Drain Pipes

“MNow Look al these Food Taxes™
Condensed Milk .. 107 and s,

por wwt,

Honey ... . TE per owl.
Datmeal ... . 84, per owt.
Beef and Veal *ri par 1h

.......................................... 154
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s, per 480 ib.
. Gd. per cwl,

i £2 per mm
to 4s. per owi.
CFy .-'emci Taxes.

3 nnd Ll]jsh{‘% ......
.‘mik or  Artilicial Bilk “Wearing
Apparel e
Siik or.Artificial Silk
ete.

Fint Water Beitles

“ Mow you can see whv things are s0
dear. Onee we had pnone of these im-
positions.  We had ¥Free Trade then”

The above was one of the most effec-
tive electioneering leaflets. But there is
much that ought 1o be added that could
not be put on 2 small gaflet. The above
are only a few impositions picked at ran-
dom. Their cumulative effect should be
noted.  Take doors, for example. The
smallest house, emporary or permanent,
may reqguire fen or more doors, on each
of which there is & tax of 20 per cent,
for the price of home-made doors wili be
raised to equal the cost of imported
doors, And so on with every article
that goes to make 5 house. Then when
people are af last in a house they find
the same faxation system pressing on the
food they eat, making if less in guantify
and auality for a given amount spent.
And if they have any money left for
ciothes, they will be faxed on their
clothing like the food. ¥t is elementary
1o point out that most of these tades are
levied at the source, and the imporier
requires his profit on the amount of the
tax, and so will the whotesaler, and fin-
alsy the retailer will have to charge o
price thal covers not only the orﬂbuu.
tax bui a percentage on the capital ad-

vanced gl every sldgc of these emhangcs.
until the ultimate consumer is paving far
more than the original 20 or 30 per cent.
This would be bad enough on one article
of necessity or comiort, Bui we have to
try o see this blight covering every
article of food and every article of cloth-
ing and every part of the house of a
poor mpan’s home.  Imagiae the thou-
sands of Old Age Pensioners, {or instance,
carrying these burdens on their fixed in-
comes.

But we have only got part of the story
so far. There is the Purchase Tax of
one-third of the price to be added to
most of these articles. Then we have the
iower reaches of Income Tax which catch
many of the lowest-paid workers in the
net, and in s manner, under {he new
Pay as You Barn systemn, which canses
the maximum of exasperation, and puts
a premifum on sbsenfecism according fo
SOIME aceounts. .

With all this “taking away " the gov-
ernment has not finished dipping into the

Tocal

There are the * Sogial

peopie’s purses. :
Health Insurance,

Saervice 7 payments.
Unemployment Insurance, Old Age pay-
ments toialling abow Zs. 6d. per week,
and if the (me;.ment’s White Paper
policy is carried cut the fhreat is to take
3g. Wd, per week o cover these imsur-
HICES, ¥a a familyv of two or three
workers this is going to be a serious bur-
den, whaiever they may expect fo get
out of it

To the burdens of natiopal faxation
mukt e added that of local taxation.
The rates {ali most Heavily on the small-
est housas.  They constiiuie another tax
of approximately 334 per cent. in most
arcas, These rates are rising
rapidly in all towns, with the new de-
mands for housing and education. If
the Government iry to alleviate the dis-
tress of the municipalities with doles In
the shape of subsidies, these can oaly
be financed in the long run from
national taxation.

Two burning questions are e moreas-
ing of Exports, and the fate of Agricul-

ture. We have Import Duties on Motor
Cars, Cycles, etc, of 33) per cent, and

on dron and Steel of from £2 to £3 per
ton, and on Typewnters of £1 355 to
£3 105, per machine. How this kind of
legislation is going fe help home pro-
duction and export if is bard o see. As
for farmers and Eif’i”’! ftural workers,
how many of them know that on their
teols, such as Forks, Shovels, Spades,
Scythes, Sickles, etc., there is the Import
duty of 15 per cent,?

Enough has been said, with these ran-

dom examples, to show the need for a

Tresh ventilation of the question of taxa~
tion. | there were no alternative we
shouid no doubt have to grin and bear
it. But an ncreasing number of people
are not satisfied, and they belisve the
aiternative exists, and they are getting to
know that it consists in transferring the
public burden on to the publicly created
land value fund, aod thus relieving the
people of this croshing mass of imposi-
tiops which touch them at everv turn and
in every corner of their lives.

310,
A oorvregpendent  wrifes: © Whils {the
e-ap will open mnew dosrs

Hlectiorn zhal
o the trath W O
it will fmwase 4

¥ finnnees for oost of l}ﬂ‘“i“hﬂg travel-
ahe ’iu min in this matier, 1 enclose

af the same

fov £50 and hene it wrill pm‘mp&*
mmemabers and readers of . & T

Tollow snit”

Weo are grateful to this corsespondent
fay  his  exhoriation. The axpenditure
inmeurred on publications and their cirew-
Intisn during the general sloction has not
Broan wem‘asad@rs!ﬂ& The funds of the

Jormiittes  and  the Leagues  require
replenishing and they showid be supple-
mented largely fo nid every persevering
effori. The municipsl slections in Novem-
ber give opportanity  for an  effective
afdncstions! campaign which, advancing
the case for Land Valne Ed.img is pdr-
fioalarly inviting, On page 81 the Hon,
Freasnrer makes his appeal for financial
sUDDeTi.

A free copy of Lann ave Lieryy is an
invitation {oc  become a  subsariber.
Monthly, 34, Yearly, 4s., by post;
T.8.A, and Canada, §1.
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NEW ZEALAND — THE TEST OF EXPERIENCE

T our May number we reported at con-
siderabis length the principal evidence
submitied o the Parliamentary Com-
mittee on bocal Government by the
League for the Taxation of Land Vajues.
The statement explained and justified the
“ upimproved value” system of local
taxation which has besn progressively
adopted under the optional powers con-
ferred by the Act oi 1895 applying to
certain rates and by the later Act of 1911
applying to all rates, for whatever pur-
pose levied.  Under the “ unimproved
value ¥ system fanded properly is assessed
on the markst valve of land apart from
buildings and improvements, the latier
being excrnpied from local taxation; the
rates fall on the value of land alone
whether the land is used or not, and they
ars pavable by the persom or persons
who enjoy the land value., Where this
system is not in force, the * old systeri”
operates under the general law of rating
which provides for rates being levied
cither on the *annual value”™ or the
 gapital value,” the former based on the
annual rent and the latter on the selling
value of the composite subject, without
distinguishing between the land (the site)
and the improvements, if any, upon it
The incidence of the  anaual value ” and
the “ capital value ” systems is much the
same. Both lay tax upon homes, shops,
offices, factories and other stiuctures;
both mudet building and improvement
and to the exient they do so, they corre-
spondingly allow the value of land to
escape contribution.

Successfully. as said, under optional
powers exercised by polls of ratepavers,
many local authorities have abandoned
the “old system.” The latesi returns
show that land-value rating now operates
“in 99 of the 161 boroughs and towns and
in 60 of the 124 counties; but of these
159 “ unimproved value™ areas, it ap-
pears that & minority (23} have applied
the system: only partiaily, since they have
not taken advantgge of the 1911 Act but
still operate under that of 1896.

There is a growing demand to adopt
a uniform system of local taxation
throughout the Dominion, and the sup-
porters of Land Value Taxation are deter-
mined to prevent this desirable object
from being exploited for purely reac-
tionary purposes. In its Principal Evi-
dence the Leapgue urged that the unum-
proved value system be made mandatory
everywhere. Tt was able to argue magni-
ficently both from the popular support
demonsirated in the sugcession of rate-
payers’ polls and from the practical ex-
amples comparing the various systems
which (as from 2 laboratory) tanght very
illurminating lessens. The landed inter-
ests, on the other hand, press in the name
of uniformity for the * annual value ™ or
the “ capital valoe ™ system, taxing bisiid-
ings and improvements, reversing all
progress in the direction of jand value
rating, and incidentally and inevitably
penalising every endeavour to inecrease
the; production of wealth. Itis a sinister
agitation and very much is at siake.

Answer to Hostile Arguments

Land-value rating is fully in operation
in Wellington City. The poll of rate-
payers has ordersd and required if, and
of course the City Council must con-
form. Bui the City Council itself repre-
sends tnostly the landed interests and it
has taken up the cudgels for them. With-
out any mandate from the ratepayers it
has submitted to the Parliamentary Com-
mittee evidence endeavouring to justify
the annual or capital and belittling the
upimproved system of rating. The Taxa-
tion of Land Values League has gumckly
and ably responded with the Supplement-
ary Evidence it put before the Parlia-
mentary Commitice on April 10

Among the purposes for which rates
are required, the spokesman of the Coun-
il said, is “to, as far as possible, make

the unser pay for the benefits received by .

him.” Fhis is an implied piea that rates
should be levied on hmprevements—" a
most retrograde proposal,” the League
observed, * for if we regard & community
as composed of individuals baving egual
rights and powers with ong apother . . |
the preserice of each one adds a necessary
fraction 1o the total amount of social
land value . . . the alternatives fo the
levying of rates on these social land
values, for the provision and mainten-
ance of social amenidies, lead to pre-
postercus conciusions.”

Another purpose of rales, i was
asserfed, was © t0 encourage the provision
of new industry and good buikdings to as
greal an. exient as possible.” To which
the League rephied: * Short of subsidies
from the City's purse what greater en-
couragement cowld be given to industry
and good buildings, whether new or old,
than freedom of rate charges on their
fined improvements?

The Council’s statement continued that
it was pot the function of the rating sys-
tem to strive for a redistritbution of
wealth by a process of penal taxation on
an ability to pay basis. * This,” said the
League, “is a sheer inversion of the
truth, for the inequitable distribution of
wealth is solely caused in the first piace
by penal rating and taxation on the
labour of individuals, leaving land values
and other monopolies to go scatheless or
but little affected in the process. All
that the proponenis of the sysiem claim
is that the rates should be based on the
social benefits acoruing to any particular
piece of land, such social benefits being
determined by accurate valoations at suit-
able intervajs.”

A further allegation was that land-value
rating pensalised owners who were not
wealthy and could not affoid to build
large buildings although their businesses
st be on the main street and occupy-
ing high-priced land, But that view is
coniradiciad in an immediately preceding
admission by the Couneil where the
grudging comcession is made that * the
advantages of unimproved value rating
were that the system encouraged the

owners fo improve their land rather than -
leave it earning litle or nothing, or to

sell it to someone who wanted 16 use it

The critics thus answered themselves.
*We deny,” declared the League, “the
right even of men who
wealthy ' to hold up the progress of a
cily or nation. The assertion about
owners who were not wealthy encugh fo
build is quite unconvincing, It is comi-
mon knowledge that capital bas always
heen obiainable on reasonable terms for
the furtherance of any worthy enter-
prise.” '

The Supplementary Evidence sub-
mitted by the League concludes with this
observation: “QOur hopes for a fuller
and happier existensce is largely bound up
with the expansion of municipal activi-
ties. 1t 15 2 great mistake, then, to regdrd =
rates or any increase in them as uvnmii- - -
gated evils, ic be stoically bome, or
imeptly protested against as the case may
be. Rather should a livelier interest be
taken in civic affairs, and care taken in
two things, first, that any money spent
on new ventures s wisely spent, and
secondly, that their cost be equitably ap-
portioned among the bepeficlaries which
cannot help but be the case if the rating
systemy be based upon the unimproved
vaine.”

The Rate Burden on State Houses
—& Comparison

In the first part of its Supplementary
Ewidence the League gave a return of the
total number of completed State-financed
homes, the fotal amouni of rates paid
and the rating systems under which they
were assessed in the respective localities.™
This s based oo information obtained
by courtesy of the Minister for State
Advances, the Hon, W. MNash. The
figures were detailed and tabulated in
seven schedules and are exiracrdinarily
instructive. A sumimary shows that:

In 67 boroughs with all rates on land
values, the rate-burden in respect of 8318
State houses averaged £6 Ts. Id. per
house;

In 15 boroughs under partial land-value
ratings, average rate-burden for 13826
houses was £9 9s, 3d.;

In 17 boroughs under “ annual value ™
system, average burden for 4,194 houses
was £12 10s, 9d.;

In 20 boroughs under “ capital value,”
average burden for 925 houses was
£15 190s. 4d.;

In 3 couniies with rates whoelly or
parfly on land wvalues, average burden
for 32 houses was £2 [8s. 3d;

In 11 couniies vnder © capital value,”
average burden for 244 houses was
£9 14z, 11d.

The League's evidence, with the strik-
ing illustration these figures provided, kad
prominent notice in the Wellington
Evering Posi, Apiil 13, and in Board and
Cowncil, May 2 and May 16, the foit-
nightly New Zealand Local Authorities
Review.

‘were not
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LAND NATIONALIZATION

© Lanp 1s the original source of all con-
sumable goods. Every articie which
. we consume is composed of materials
" “hich are derived from land and which
. have been worked up into the desired
form by the interaction of labour and
capital, while capital itseldf (in the strict
* sense of * the produced means of further
production ) is ultimately derived from
jand.

The nse of land is, therefore, the pre-
requisite of all production and of all
consuinption. Those who believe in any
_form of democracy, that is o say of
equality of opportunity, must believe in
squality of access to land. Some stll
think that this can be achieved by a re-
distribution of ownership of land, by a
generalized peasant proprietorship. Such
a view is incompatible with modern con-
ditions of production. . To give each
citizen an approximately egual quantity
of land, if such a thing were possible at
all, would mean splitting up the land into
uneconomic units entirely unsuited to the
present-day scale of production in many
industries. 1f it could be esiablished it
could not be maintained: the play of
economic forces would constantly tend
to break it down, for it would mean an
immediate resiriclion of production and
general impoverishment.

Neither could any proposal for redis-
tribution of land as such take adeguate
account of the encrmous variations in
value of equal areas of land which is
characteristic of, and inherent in, 2 highly
organized system of division and special-
ization of labour.

How Land Value Arises

The question of value brings us to the
second circumsiance which differentiates
iand from other things. It is not only
something which is  unpreduced by
buman exertion, but it vields a revenue
which is unearned and uaproduced by
the individual who appropriates it. The
value of land is the measure of the com-
munity advantages obtainable by having
a certain piece of land in a certain situa-
tion.

Theose whe believe in equality of
opportunity cannot believe that it s
equitable that some members of society
should be allowed fo appropriafe enor-
mous unearned incomes from the posses-
sion of sites made highly valuable by the
organized effort of the community. In-
deed, this proposition is so self-evident
that the main obstacle to s realization
in practice is the fact that we live under
a dispensation In which other arrange-
ments have grown up, There is scarcely
anyone who, if we were siarting afresh,
free from all legally established rights,
would not admit that the value of land
should be reserved as a community in-
come for the benefit of all members of
the commamnity.

Arguments For and Against

Two YViews

The problem is what are wa fo do now?
Advocates of land-value taxation say:
Let us begin to establish the principle
at once by taking some part of the lund
value for public revenus. Every step
taken in that direction will be a positive
achievement which will make each sub-
sequent step the easier.  In this manner
the ultimate goal can be attained as
rapidly as public opinion may decide.

The advocates oi land nationalization
say: Let the State purchase the land now
from those whe own it and pay them
fair compensation for it. But observe
the difficulties of principle and praciice
into which this proposition immediately
plunges them.

Mecessary Distinctions

1t is not practicable to purchase land
without at the same time acquiring the
buildings and other immovable things
which are atfached to the Jand. This
difficulty does not exist for advocates of
land-value taxation, because the value of
land can be distinguished {rom the value
of the buildings and improvements even
where they cannot be physically separa-
ted from ong another. But when it comes
to acquiring the physical property in the
iand this separation cannot be made.
Land nationalizers are, therefore, in prac-
tice nationalizers of all capital which is
fixed to the land. The distinction be-
tween land and things which have been
produced—the wvery distinction which
affofds a special argument for land
nationalization—has to be abandoned.
S0 alse must be abandoned the distine-
tion between the value of land and the
value of other things, which afiords an
impregnable argument for recovering
fand value for the community. The pro-
position must, therefors, rest upon the
much more tenuous and disputable argu-
ments which might be adduced in favour
of nationalization of ail the means of pro-
doctionn. Land nationalizers thus throw
away in their practical proposals the
special arguments which are so¢ over-
whelmingly in favour of dealing in some
way with the land guestion,

Purchase at What Price ?

Moreover, land nationalization implies
that the State must acguaire not mereiy
the interests of freeholders but alse those
of lessees, for in many cases the legsees
have substantial inierests both 1n fhe
land and in its value, and to acquire
merely the freehold interests would
leave the others outstanding for Jong
perieds (and in some cases for ever),
 Thus, land nationalization in practice
is a much larger, and more expensive,
operation than the phrase implies at first
sight.

This brings us fo the question of the
price to be paid. Land nationalizers say
that * fair compensation ” must be given

o the owners of land, but there has besn
much conflict of opimion as to what this
phrase implies. To the ordinary man it
would convey the market price, the
amount which the owner could expect
o obtain if he sold the land in the ordin-
ary way. Buoi the selling value of land
depeads ot upon the vse to which # is
put at the moment but upon the dntici-
pated net revenue expected from it in the
{uture; it is the capitalization of future
renis.  Moreover, under existing condi-
tions when considerable areas of land are
heid out of use the market price of land
is at an abnormally high level. It
follows, therefore, that if the State buys
it at market vaiue a long period mnst
slapse before the State receives sufficient
revenue to enable it to pay the whele in-
terest upon ihe debt, not to speak of
amoriizing the debt itself,

Disputed Compensation

This difficulty has not escaped the at-
tention of iand nationalizers. The pro-
position ceases to be attractive i the
market price has to be paid, and modi-
fied interpretations have been given to the
phrase * fair compensation.” One is that
the purchase price should be assessed on
the basis of the annual value at which
the Jand is assessed for the purposes of
the Tneome Tax, Schedule A, But this,
too, has its difficulties. The Schedule A
assessment 18 not in any way related to
market value, but fo the use made of the
iand. Where land is entirely unused there
is no assessment for Schedule A, Are we
te assume that in that case the State will
pay nothing? Can any conceivabig in-
terpretation of = fair compensation” lead
to such a result?

Moreover, as land nationalization in-
volves the purchase of the whole pro-
perty, the site as well as the buildings and
improvements, it seems that it must in-
volve giving the landowner compensa-
tion for improvements made by his
tenant. I any aiterapt is made fo avoid
this conclusion then the most niricate
and difficult ingniries will arise as to the
facts and the history of each case, and
the whols process will involve millions
of protracied arbitrations or litigations.
The more the practical problems arising
{from land nationalization are examined
the more apparent is it that it bristles
with all kinds of equitable and technicai
difficulties.

Upused Land

The existence of valuable unused or
badly used land is frequently cited as an
argument for land pationalization. But
what are the primary reasons for this?
Surely they are ovr failure fo require the
owners of land to contribute io ihe ex-
penses of the State according to its real
value, and the heavy burden of rates
and taxes imoposed upon the development
and improverment of land,
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A Risky Speculation

In faet land nationaiization does not
solve the land gquestion. 1t perpetuates
for an indefinite period the existing
system uader which the workers and pro-
ducers are subjected to heavy laxation
because of the failure to take land value
for public revenue. Land nationalizers
in the past expressed the hope that the
peried  during which this would con-
tinte might be short because increase of
land values would amortize the debt
created to purchase the land.  They
failed to realize, howsver, that if markst
value i3 paid, then the pavient has
already inciuded all the increases in value
that the market could foresee. But the
situation now is siill more adverse for the
land nafionalization theory, The ten-
dency at present is for population to fall.
This tendency will to some extent at
least counteract the effect of techuical i~
provements and specialization of labour
and industry in raising land values. We
need not hold the extreme view that if
the present frend of the birth rate con-
finues the population of this country wili
decline in the cowrse of a century to
five millions, but there is at any rate
reason for the greatest caution in accept-
ing any policy based upon anticipation
of a continual and rapid rse in land
values over a long period.

Administrative Problems

51ill other problems arise out of this
proposal.  If the State is to be the land-
owner then it must either administer the
land izelf or it must let it o tenangs.

I the land is administered by the State,
then the Siate must take the responsibility
of providing the eguipmeni and deter-
mining the use which is made of it

If the Jand is let on short tenancies,
then the same result foliows, for the
tenant will not be prepared to adventurs
his own capital.

On the other hand, if the land is let
on a- perpetual tenure, fresh problems
arise as to the adjustment of the rent
when the land value rises or falis, and
this problem is complicated by the ques-
tion of the variation in the value of the
original improvements on the land, which
the State acquires in the process of land
nationalization.

The Simple Alternative

All these problems are avoided by land
value taxation, for the zmount which tha
landholder wiil pay under that system
by way of tax will automatically be ad-
justed by reference to the value of the
Jand alone, as periodically revised by
general valuations of land value, and the
cccupier will make his own arrange-
ments and be solely responsibie for the
improvements. ’

At the same hime the occupier will have
a centinual pressire brought to bear upon
him to use the land well because he will
have to pay the same amount of tax
whether he uses it well or il In fact,
when the taxation of land wvalues has
been carried to the extent of taking for

public revenue the whole annual value
or econgmic rent of land, the Staite will
in an economic sense be the owner of the
land, recriving its full value, and the land
holder will be the owner of the improve-
ments, although in a legal sense the land
bolder will still have all the righis of
cwnership as regards the use and dis-
position of land subject only to the over-
riding right of the State to collect the
land value vear by vear.

If land were nationalized # s evident
that & very large proportion of it could
not be vsed in any direct fashion by the
Htate.  Where it was reasonably well
developed and productively used, all that
the State could do would be to let it to
the present occupiers. In order to obtain
the control of the small fraction for
which immediate use or change of use
was necessary, the State would be obliged
to purchase all the rest including the
buildings and improvements upon it.

Piecemesl Schemes of
Land Purchase

The complications and difficulties and
financial disadvantages of land national-
ization have indeed become so apparent
that its advocates do not propose {o
nationalize the whole of the land at one
step, but propose roerely that the State
and the local authorities shonld be free
to purchase as much land as they please,
when they please, without requiring that
the acguisition should be for some de-
finite and specific purpose as it usually
has to be under the existing law.

Even so the problem of acquiring this
land at a reasonable price remains un-
solved. Mo egquitable standard of valua-
tion can be found unless and until a
general valuation has been made showing
the wvalug of all sites, and unless this
is made the basis of national faxation
or of local rates. It is only by this two-
way pressure of valuation as a basis,
both for taxation and purchase, that a
fair valuation can be achieved.

The Rent of Land and to
Whom it Belongs

Land nationalization lavs undue stress
upon the legal fact of ownership, and
too httle upen the scomomic fact of
private appropriation of land value. Some
advocates of land value taxation also
refer to the evils of private property in
land when thev intend to refer to the
private appropriation of economic rent,
The latter is the central point. The flow
of land value intc the pocketz of those
who hold land deprives the community of
the natural revenue which it has created
and earned, causes a grievous weight of
taxation to be imposed upon the iadi-
vidual earnings of the people and
especially of those who are least well off,
and causes enormous ineguality in the
distribution of wealth. Tt leads also to
speculation in futnre values and the hold-
ing of land out of use with its accom-
paniment of unemplovment, reduced
wages, and a stll further distortion of
the distribution of wealth,

These evils can be directly and patur-

ally dealt with by land wvalue taxation
Land nationalization as we have seén
posipones to an indefinite future apy:
recoupment of the land value fo th
commaunity. 1o effeci it leaves in private
hands the enorimous values which bave
already attached to land and only re
covers for the community future ips
creases in value, the amount of which no .
one cap with certainty foretell. Bvery
step in land value taxation, en the other
band, is a positive achievement in re-. .
covering for the community land values
which now exist, and the rapidity of this
process remains in the hands of the
State.

(The foregoing article s available as
Leaflet No. 1.34 published by the United
Commitiee for the Taxation of Land
Valiees Lid.—price 35, per 100,

CORRESPONDENCYH
THE *“ MULTIPLIER 7 EFFECT
Yo the Editor, Lavo & LBERTY.
Sir,

Referring to the pamphlet * The
Problem of Emplovment, Beveridge Fails
to Sofve It—Whet Will?7" § do not feel
i can guile agree with vour argufnent
against the “ muitiplier eflect” idea of
employment, which seems to me to have
a certain amount of truth in it. Of course,
i certainly agree that an smployed man
cannot add to the total output of the
community more wealth than he himself
produces—but the production of wealth
and employment can be, in cerfain cir-
cumstances, twe entirely different things.

To take your illustrafions—an unem-
ployed man placed vpon a plot of unused
Iand might conceivably produce more
than the necessities of life for himself
and his dependants. In such a case, hé”
cotild exchange his surplus wealth for,
say, lessons in algebra by someone out-
of-work but competent to give them, if
his fancy ran in that direction: he would
in fact have created employment for cne
additional person.  And the same could
be said about the million men working
in diverse pecupations: if they produced
a surplus of goods to their own needs,
they could exchange this surplus for ser-
vices, thus giving employment to addi-
tional people. :

Is not this a question of the balance
between what is commonly spoken of as
productive and non-productive labour?
If vnemployed people were put to work
vpon non-productive activities, such as -
digging holes and filling them up agaim,
as suggested by Sir William Beveridge,
bzcause they have produced no wealth,
the * pultiplier effect ™ evidently could -
not be brought into play: and this is -
where he and Keynes are wrong. Instead, -
a forced levy would have besn made.
upon the people who were producin
wealth. L

Yours eic. S
{Mizs) G. BE. Reap. .0

RupLy.. B

[Production and employment are two:

different things. . I employment is.

measured by time worked and not by the
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A Proviso
1 are each paid at
half the previous . dn other words
“the produce of tabour iz divided
between twice as many persons,

This I1s not a8 s¢ of the problem
of unemployment which anvone would
consciously accept, It s, however, one
o owhich may be sccepted it i disguised.
* The way in which it can be disguised s
by inflatdon of such exient that the
money wages remain the same while their
puichasing power is diminished. Or the
same -result can be achieved by taking
moensy from people in faxation and using
# o employ people who would otherwise
have been uncmploved.

By such devices the amount of employ-
men{ as measured in man-hours worked
may be Ingreased, and yet the amount of
wealth produced may remain stationary.
It can be said thar this prevents the frus-
tration amd  delerioration suffered by
those who have nothing fo do, and is to
that extent commendable. Bt 1 is not
a solution of the problem of unemploy-
ment in the full sense in which we must
desire it

The illustration vou give of an upnem-
ploved man being sef {0 work on a plot
of unused land, and exchanging part of
the wealth he duces for the personal
services, for exam of a teacher does
appear to be z genvine example of the
“rawltiplier effect,”  Closer examination
18, however, required.  In theory at lesst
the anemploved man in guestion, instead
of working s0 long in producing material
wealth, might have worked for a less time
and in the time gained have taught him-
self algebra. He would thereby have
procured himself the same sum fotal of
satisfaction with the same total fime of
application of his labour, provided that
be was as competent fo teach himeclf
algebra as the man with whom he
exchanged part of the wealth he pro-
duced for instruction in this sishyect, The
proviso brings out the essence of ihe
example, and shows that it s really a cuse
of greater efliciency and preater total
satisfaction secured throngh specialisa-
ton, or, as Adam Smith so pregnantly
called it, the division of labour,

It is on this account that in the pamiph-
let to which veu refer after giving the
highly artificial cuse of 4 man set Lo work
o idle land and producing everything
he requires, the more natural Mlistration
is given of a large number of mon so set
to work, enjoying ali the advaniages of
d;"fis'ion of labour and securing maxzimum
cefficiency.  In that case no multiplier

oeffect ariges because there is no gain in

gfficiency by exchanging with persons
outsidde the group. Ut may be said, and
tridy  said, that so community s so
large that it would not have something to
gain by exchange with others. This,
however, s nothing more than the basic
asrgument in favour of universal freedom
of frade. It may, if one likes, be des-
cribod as a “multiplier effect,” but the
description 1s not very apt and indeed
misteading.

in this connection it is instructive to
observe that Sir William Beveridge in his
book on ™ Full Employment™ does in
fTect contradict the argument for com-
plete free trade and advocates measures
of gestriction and regulation in order
that one country shall not “ export its
unemployment ” to another. If is, there-
fore, clear that his interpretation of the
“multiplier effect™ is something Quile
different from the benefcent effects of
the division of labour. This reinforces
the conclusion that the plan he proposes
is at bottom one which multiplies the
amount of work without correspondingly
multiplying the resolts of that work.—
divor L. & L1

OUR VILLAGE LAND
To the Fditor, Lanp & Liperty

Sir,

I am & member of the Burnley Rural
District Council and of the Assessment
Commitiee for Nelson, Colne and dis-
frict.  We find that in our village over
35 per cent. of the land is derated and
taken out of the wvaluation lists, the
average renfal of such land including
houses and buildings being from £1 to
£3 per acre per anmum, equivalent, at
20 vears’ purchase, to from £20 to £60
DEF acrs,

On September 6, 1932, the Parish
Council purchased back land (not ad-
joining & road) for a memorial recrea-
tion ground for £250, this being equal
to £160 per acre. I have sramined the
deeds and found this corrsct. Wot ons
of the persons signing the deeds knew
the price per acre paid; the electors
of the Parish did not know.

We require houses for the vyoung
people when they come back; our
problem is the land. It is difficult to
get land for building under 3s. 2 sq. vd.
or approximately £726 per acre. Surely
the people will waken some dey. We in
the Burnley R.D.C. have formed a Parish
Council Association with 232 members;
alse we have formed a Lancashire
County Association of the Parish Coun-
cils. The subject of Land Value Taxa-
Hon should be brought before these
Associations,

Yours, ete,
Irvin Wairon

1s.  Prorecrion or Frer Trape.  The
tariff guestion considered with especial
regard o the interests of labour. “ The
most popular and most scientific exposi-
tion of the subject which has ever been
written."—Lord Snowden. By Henry
Gsorge. Abridged. Cloth, 1s.; paper, 6d.

Tho Uniied Committes for the Taxafion
of Land Values Lid. (publishers of ¥ Land
& Liberty ), the Internationzi Union
and the Leagues lisfed below ave saaln-
tained by the volitutary suppord of those
whe belioye in and would sesk fo ad-
vanceo the principle and policy which fhe
Commities, the Unlon and the Veagues
adyocate: Land Value Taxation and Free
Trade in its falness, with remowval of the
tax burdens on indssiry snd abolition ef
all monopolies and special privileges that
interfere with the produstion of wealth
anfd prevent ibs just distribution. An
earnest appeal is made for your seppori.
Donations supplementary lo postal sub-
seription for “Lapd £ Liberiy” {(4s.
yearly, or 31 for W.B.A, and Canads) wili
be alliocated as dosired ameng any of the
asaociations named,

Chegnes may be made payable to
W. B. Lester, 2 Great Smith Sireet, Lon-
doen, SW.L. Friends in the L8.A and
Canads con avall themselves of the facili-
ties kindly oprovided by the Xobexf
Schalkenbach Foundation, 48-530 HLast £9th
Hirveet, New ¥ork, whe will receive and
forward subseripticns named for “ Land
& TLiberty.” In such case, chegues, sbo.,
should be made payable to the Hobert
Schalkepbach Foundation.

ADDRESSES

At 4 Great Smith Streel, London,
SW.k. Telephone, Abbey £665: United
Comunities for the Taxation of Land
Values Ltd., W. 3t Lester (Treasurer),
AW, Madsen (Becretary), ¥. C. H. Doug-
lag {Assistant Secretary); Henry George
¥Youndation (Publishing Department);

interpational Trnies for Tand Value ..

Taxation and Free TIrade, Ashley
Mitchell (Treasurer}; English Leaguae,
Fredk. Verinder (Hecretary); WHenry
Gearge Schesl of Social Science.
Yorkshire Leagus, . ™, Jonss and
Percy Roberts (Hon, Secretaries), B
Bentley {(Organising Seerelfary), 129
Skipton Hoad, Keighley; Manchester
League, 4. H. Weller (Secrstary), The
Dingle, Chester Road, Hazel Grove, nr,
Manchester; Henty ©George Freedom
League, Wm. Beld (Secretary), 108 West
EFegent Street, (asgow C.2; Welsh
League, B. A. Davies (Hon. Sec.}, 27 Park
Place, Cardiff ("Phope 1563) and I T.
Feos (Hon. Organising Sec.), 2 Southey
Bireet, Cardiff; Midland ZLeague, John
Bush (Heon. Bec.), 90 Scho Street, Smeth-

wick, Btaffs; Liverpeol League, Miss
N, McGovern (Hon, Correspondsnce
Bec.), 74 Osmaston HRoad, Preanton,
Birkenhsad; ©Oresby Henry (George
Fellowship, . o3 Paton {Hon.
Sec.}, 11 Tudor Road, ILiverpool, 23;

Porismonth League, H. R. Lee (Hon.

Sec.;, 13 Leawrence Road, Sounthsea:
Berbyshire League, G. Musson (FHon,
Sec.), 29 Denby Lane, Codnor; ¥iéin-

burgh League, A, Daviz {Acting Hon.
Sec.), 8 Hirkhill Terrace, Hdinburgh, $:
Castle Douglas Henty George Fellowship,
Mrs. Margavet MeceCall, 8% Hing Street,
Castle Douglas, HKirkcudbrightshire:
Higbhiand League, I Mackenzie (Hon,
Bed,), Queensgate Arcade, Inverness.
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THE STONE THAT THE BUILDERS REJECTED — By Stephen Bell

Devorsss oF TEe game of chess ars
prone to regard checkers {(draughis) as
“baby game,” not to be compared with
the more complex game of kings with
its many pieces of varied powers. They
are not justified in so regarding i, for
checkers has depths which few have
plumbed. There are “ problems” in the
game which will tax the ingenuity of the
ablest chess masiers to solve. There is
one in particular with which I have had
considerable fun showing & to chess
players, and never yet found one of them
te solve it— Black to play and win.”
It looks so easy that most of them think
they have solved it after a hasty glance,
but their solution is no good—white can
beat it and play the game to a draw. The
one winning move looks so suicidal, so
much like throwing the game away, that
it is seldom even considered. So it
locked to me when first confronted with
the problem, and not until it was played
against mie o a win could I see ifs
crushing power.

So it seems to me, 15 the age-old and
world-wide problem of peacs on eaith
and good will among men. There is a
way to win if, apd a few men in all
ages have seen it, but because it looks
like national suicide to most men, they
have not believed it practicable, and no
nation bas accepted it.

Though the keenest and most power-
ful statesimen and politicians in the world
have devoted themselves to the solution
of this problem of atfaining and main-
tainjng the peace of the world, and some
of them have considered and even fiirted
with the one “ move” which would re-
orient civilization and lead the nations
to the state when they would have ne
reason o learn war any move, they have
drawn back into their shell of national-
ism rather than take the step which, they
imagine, would mean national suicide.

Never in all human history has more
attention been bestowed on this prob-
lem: than during and since the first World
War, when Germaoy, sensing acutely
that her position in the forefront of
civilization was precarious, sought to for-
tify it by force of arms. Let us therefore
consider Germany’s position and what
she might have done to make it securs,

She was a nation of seveniy to seventy-
five millions of people, inhabiling a fer-
ritory about four-fifths the size of the
State of Texas. Her territory was not
so rich in natoral resources, either agri-
cultoral or industrial, for the sastenance
of s0 large a population as was that of
some of her neighbours—mnot as rich as
Texas, which was and is better able o
support a hundred million than Germany
te¢ suppert half that nwmber. What
wealth Germany possessed had  been
made by the hardest of hard work, and
no one ever claimed that the Germans
were noi indusirious.

A nation in sach a position must of
pecessity be 2 mapufacturing and trading
mation. It meeds indusirial materials

from many or all parts of the earth, and
markets in which to sell its own pro-
ducts in order to pay for these materials
and supplies of ail kinds. She saw
gbroad the materials and markets
she needed, and, being a nation
of  what Frank Vanderlip called
“ Bconomic Uliterates,” thought the only
wayv she could acquire them was by the
might of her arms. Had oot other
nations before her done the same?

By strange perversion of right reason
all pations seem possessed of a belisf
that the interests of men and nations are
incompatible—even conflicting—antagon-
istic. God never made the world on so
dizbolical a plan. They are faught-—by
implication 1f not explicitly by their
dominant schools of economics—that the
bringing of goods into a coumry tends
te its impoverishiment—while the send-
ing of woods abroad eariches it. “ Buy
at homa" is their well-migh universal
stogan. To sell more abroad than they
buy abroad is the aim of their commer-
cial policies, and an excess of exporis
over imporis is deemed a “ favourable
balance of trade, while an excess of im-
ports over exports is regarded as “un-
favourable™ In their pursuance of this
policy they have erected a. maze of
mutually exclusive tariff barriers cun-
ningly contnived fo keep imports at a
minimum and encourage expords, Ger-
many was particularly adept at this
game of excluding imports and © dump-
ing " exporis. Such were the conditions
in which iatermational frade had de-
generated  into a  general game of
“begpar my neighbour” in which all
nations were more or less impoverished,
the * have not” naticns suffering most.

Many cenfuries ago a man whose
name has become a synopym for wis-
dom wrote: “ There is that scattereth,
and yet increaseth; and there is that
withholdeth more than {s meet, but it
tendeth to poverty.” No saner counsel
of liberalism in trade relations was gver
uttered, but no nation has ever heeded
it—Germany least of ail. Had she but
used the wit God gave her she would
have seen that the true way to get in
fullest measure the supplies of materials
and the markets that she needed was to
tear down the barriers to trade which
she had herself erected, regardless of
what other nations did.

This is the * move 7 which the nations
will not take because they fear the *un-
favourable trade balance,” and that it
leads to national economic suicide. That
the fruth is the exact contrary is abun-
dantly proved by the world’s experience
of the past thirty years.

Trade—the exchange of goods and
serviees—is the genesis of civilization, for
without trade we would be but solitary
savages. The =nesd for evalnating
equivalent values in trade bas plaved a
large part in developing our sense of
justice. Trade is co-operation, and the
vast co-pperations which Lt civilized

life above the savage state could not be
carried on without trade,

The naiion which first arrives at a
true realization of the nature of trade
and shapes #s policies accordingly will
reap a rich reward. Trade is a two-way
traffic, to stop which one way stops it
both ways, It is the exchange of goods
for zoods. Money is fegal tender and
circulates freely only in the land of its
origin, Ii does not go abroad in pay-
ment for imports, for it is a medivm of
gxchange only at home. The nation
which first abolishes s own tanff
barriers and opens its doors to the free
importation of goods from all the world
need fear no “delupge ™ of cheap goods
from abroad. They will not come unless
wanted and can be paid for, and 1o pay
for them will require 2 corresponding
movement of domestic goods abroad. In
ridding itself of the high costs of produc-
tion which * protective ¥ farifis impose
it will gain a tremendous compstitive ad-
vantage over ifs feftered competitors
which refain their tariffs, from which
handicap thev can escape only by them-
selves adopting the same policy.

Talk of " annexing ™ the territories, re-
sources and markets of other nations!
Germany could have practically * an-
nexed 7 the resources and markets of the
world overnight merely by abolishing her
own trade barriers, if she had possessed
the wil to see it. Because she did not see
it, arid no veice to which she would
lister was raised to tell her zbout it, she
turned pirate, poisoned the moral atmo-
sphere of the workl, wrecked a great por-
ticn of 1t, including herself, and her last
stale was worse than her first

That she learned nothing from her ex-
perience is evident, since she went at it
again, and induced Italy and Japan to
join her in the same course. Overlooking
the move that would win for them and
all ci‘vi{iZation mote than any nation has
yet aspired 1o, they are reducing civiliza-
tion to wreckage,

MNor has the rest of the world learned
?.degua.tely the true najure of trade. The
‘winning move” 1 have set forth for
Getjmany was and is open {o all other
nations, but they still fail to see it, and
it is still as {rue as when Tsaiah said it:
“ My people are destroyed because they
laclg knowledge and undersianding.” h

Commercial and indusirial freedom is
the stone which the builders of civiliza-
tion have rejected. When will they take
it up and make it the cornerstone there-
of 7 H, ]il_qf: Solemon, their statesmen
iruly seek * wisdom to govern this great
people,” they may be sure that not oy
wisdom but all manner of good things
will be their reward.

[We fleeply regret to learn from Mrs,
Anna George de Mille, New York, of the
death of Stephen Bell, which took place
on July 1. He will be remembered for his
many able contributions to pericdicals
and for his Life of Dr., HMdward McGlynn
entitled Rebel, Prisst and Prophet—
Editor L. & L.]
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MR. F. C. B DOULGLAS
RETURNED FOR MNORTH
BATTERIEA

¥, C. B. Douglas (Labour) 14,090

J. G, W. Paget (Conservalive} 4,960

Mr, Douglas has represented Norih
Batfersea in the lLabour intersst since
May. 1840, In the course of his Eleciion
Address he said:

“Full BEwmployment, The change over
from war to peace production must bs
made as guickly as possible and Wi.th~
out hardship to those who leave ong job
for another or are released from the
Forces. Therse will be no lack of work
needing to be dons, but we musi prevent
selfish menopolies from restricting pro-
duciion in order io ralse prices. Flenty
and low prices ge togebher and are bene-
ficial to the workers. Scarcity and high
prices help monopclisg fo meke high
profits, but throw men out of work and
. reduce wages, If we are to have a world
saf plenty, the Tory policies of tariffs,
‘guotas, and restrictions on production
st be abandoned. Undertakings which
ar~ ip their nature monopolies mmst be
teken over or controlled by the State.

¥ The Loand, The right use of land Is
of firet importance for our whole life.
The proper housing of vur peeople and
the replanning of our citles depends upon
land bheing got st reasonable prices in-
stead of being hwid up for speculatlion.
Thig is especially true in London whers
the high price of land makes renits so
high., The land alsc is ihe source of all
food and of the raw materials of indus-
try. Tis value iz due io the needs and
activities of all., By taxing land wvalues
for public revenue we c¢ould relieve
hcuses and other buildings of rates and
taxes, This would make houses cheaper
te rent. Tt would also prevent the hold-
ing of wvaluzble land out of use and
would promote full smployment.”

MR, B, R. STOKES RETURMED
FOR IPSWICH

R. R. Btokes {(Labour) ......... 34,264
B, 4. G Fison (Conservative) 18177
B, M. 8. Mowat {(Liberaly ... 8,819

Mr. Stokes has represented Ipswich in

the Labour interest sinee 1938, Follow-
ing is an extract from his FHiection

Address:

“To-day we hear much talk of ‘full
employment’ and “secial security, but
little explanation from our opponents as
to how either are to be atigined. It is not
“full employment’ that man desires hut
‘full opportunity* to use the capabilities
sach one possesses to supply his own
needs from the storebouse provided by
God in the earth and raw materials. Un-
til ‘the monopoly control now exercised
i land and raw materials is removed
there can be ne hope of ‘full opportunity’
tor everybody, withont which few can
achisve fullness of life. ‘Social security’
of the Beveridge tvpe, good as it is on
paper, dees not go to the root of the
problem, It is oniy a redivision of the
cake: M produces no more cake. . .. 1
reaffirm that the gradveal abelition of the
private moncpoly of natoral rescurces
through the taxation of Jand values is an
essential remedy for the evil distribution
which causes poverty and distress. Apart
from freeing the land and natural re-
sources so as to provide full cpporiunity’
for all the people it would at one akd the
same time stimulate production, snable ns
to take the rates off houges and improve-
ments, reduce ifaxation on industry and
cormperes, and promote the even fow
of wealth. . . . I sdtand as a Free Trader,
maintaining that any interference must
lead to the expleitation of the consumer
aud that trade barrier needing bayounets
wherewith to prop them up in the end
lead io war”

MR, ANDREW MACLAREN

LOBES I BURSLEM
A. B, Bavies {Labour) ..., 20,044
B, B, Bennett (Lib. MNaty ... 9,877

A. MacLaren (Independent)... 3,223

Mr, Maclaren has represented Burslem
in the Lapour intersst sines 1935 and be-
fore that from 1929 to 1831, alsc 19%4-1929
and  1922-23. He resigned from  the
Labour Party in 1943 and it this Election
stood as Independent. Io his spesches he

stressed  the importance of fne land
guesgtion and  the taxation of land
values, He believed that the poverty

which infested sociely was caused by
iand monepoly and until that monopoly
was hroken the causes of poverty could
not be removed. Feople still believed, he
sald, that it was capitalists who deier-
mined wages, but it wag neot so. Ii was
the unemployed man or woman who de-
termined wages, for if there was no un-
etnployment therse would bs no low wages,
High wages could only resull if there was
ng one beggiog for ancther person’s job.,
It was economic suicide io iax the results
of human labour when the frue source of
taxation was on land values,

My, MacLaren’s Flection Address con-
tained the following summary of what
he stoed for:

(1} The removal of all taxes on food
and the necessaries of the people and
the i{axation of land values;

(2} The exemption from income tax of
ali wages or selaries under £1.500 per an-
witizn;  {(8) The immediate public control
of all forms of production and services
which tend to become monopelies; {4}
All pensions to diszbled and dependents
to be that amount necessary to secure to
them ‘A Standard of Comfort’ in hous-
ing, replenishments, food, sie., for a
civilised existence; {(5) As a first step io
rehousing, the abolitien of ali rates on
homes, and the Rating of Land Values;
(6} Education to all on equal terms irve-
spaoctive of religicus BGelief or social cir-
cumstances,

MR, ASHLEY MITCHELL
UNSUCCESEFUL 1M BATLEY
AND MORLEY

H, Beaumeont (Labour) ......... 22,682
G, W, Hirst {(Conservativey ... 11,000
A, Mitehell (Independent Lib.) 5,258

On succeading pages we guote from
Wir, Mitchells Klection Address and give
gomne account of his campaign.

From the London Observer, Juns 17-
“Mr. Churchill has done well 16 include
in bis manifestc a specific promise o
deal withh the conirol of land use. There
can be ne proper town-placning, and no
setisfactory housing programme, either,
witheut that, Bat Mr. Churchill wili
stifl have to persuade many Conserva-
thves {0 abandon their traditional oppo-

sition to any taxation of land vahies”
B = ]

My, . B, Shariand, member of the
Hnglish League, coar the oandi-
dates in the Bodmin division of Corn-
wall. Masor Jouw Foor, lLdberal, an-
swered “ves” to Questions 4, 5 and §

but left hiank those dealing with Land
Vaiue Taxation and Rating. Mr, 3. H,
Prrrg, Labour, gave “yes” 1o all gues-
tions except No, 5, remarking as to that:
“Y support the Hol Bprings recommen-
dationg.”

Za, 6d. Lawh 4D FREDDOM. A mew, com-
prehensive and up-to-ddate  treatise on
Land Value Taxiation, By Frederick
Verinder,

FROM OVERSEAS

An sspecially gratifyving Ieature ol the
cables we hawve reported is to have heoard
frome so many of the co-workers in
Hurepean countries, tc know that they
have survived the awful ordeal of the
war, Two other messages came later,
namely from Mr., I, Mouriex and M
A. Smvexstes, of Holland, respectively
Yice-Fresidsent and  mmember of the
Executive of the Internafional Union
for Land Value Taxation and Free
Trade, snd they look forward to close
aggociation with its remewed activities.
Mr. ¥Holthek iz President of the Dutch
“Justice and Liberty” party, aad he
writes courageously of the work before
him, but his letier speaks of the present
ierribie distress among his eountrymen,

* # #

Mp. Pavios Granyziis wiltes to convey
his greetings once more to friends in Eng-
land, He is now at 8t Germain au Mont
d4'Or, Rhone, Francs, and iz well, but has
no news of hig family, He has been
bhusily engaged in writing letiers to lead-
ing politicians and newspaper editors,
dealing with the seconomie sgituation of
France, particularly the land question
and the gystem of taxation. In Paris he
met Mr, Daudé-Bancel whoe is in good
health. There is no news of Mr, Sam
Meyer whoe was lasi heard of in Ausch-
witz concentration camy, but Mrs, Meyer
ig in France.

& * #

We are pleased to receiva regularly
The Sguare Deal, published bi-monthly
(annual subscription 50 cenis) by che
Henry George Society, Reom 13 9451,
Bay Street, Turopto; The Stendard,
monthly {annuzl subscription 3s, 4.,

Free ‘Trade & ILand Valiss League,
Daking House, Rawson Place, Sydney,
Auvstralia; The FPeople's Advocais,

monthly {annual subscription 2s.), Henry
George League, George Parade, Adelaide,
Australia; Progress, mwonthly {annual
subscription 383, 32, Allison Avenue, Glen
Iris, 5206, Victoria, Australia; Our (fom-
mon Wegith, monthly {annual subscrip-
tion not stated), 233 Post Sireet. San
Francweo, Galif, U.B.A.; Henry Usorge
Hews, monthly (annus)l subscription
$1.60), 80, Wast 5%th Sireet, New York
City 2%, ULB.A.; On The Qampus, monthiy
(avnual  subscription 50 cents), 232132,
Grove Avepue, Berwyn, Tik, 17.8.4.: Com-

wionwedd of New Zegleond, wmonthly
(epnual  gubscriplion Bs), Mr, T E
MeMillian, Hohaja Street, Metamaia,
New Zealand; The Pres Peaple,
monthly (annual subscription 1s. 64.),

P.O. Box 4680, Johannesburg, S. Africa;
Nueva Argepfing, monthly (subscriptien
3500 for three years), Tucuman 1119,
Buencs Aires, Argentina; Democoracy,
weslkly (annual subseription 32.00), 1165,
DBroadway, New TYork City, 1.8.A.

* * #

Mp, Hapowp Supein, of Philadelphia,
noting  ihe  statement by Governor
TrnoMas E. Duwey, of New York, that
YiGovernment objective must be neot te
resiriet  economic  epportunity  but to
viden it; it must provide fair trade and
not consider lrade ag something just to
ate,” wrote to him: *“There ars
> prinecipal things which MUST hs
> If we are ie have full sconcomig
sportunity.  These are: — Ong—The
nening up to free use of all our natural
resources by the taking of the full econs-
mic renf{ of land by taxaticn; Two—The
doing away with, as far as is poasible, of
all taxes which prevent or hinder pro-
duction; Thres—The tofa) abolition of ali
tariffs so that our international trade
may be entirely free. Do you intend to
dc these things? If you do, you will be
successful. If you do not, then anything
elge vou may do will have but aslighi
effect.”
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FROM MR. ASHLEY MITCHELL'S ELECTION ADDRESS

Tae DaLusion of prosperily caused by
war expenditure obscures the great 4ig-
cuitica that face the country. To suggeaf
that unempioyment has been sured, when
millions of young men and wormen Aars
conscripied into the armed forces, ia
surely absurd, When the final end is
reached, the country will be loft with a
burden that will strain its capacity {o
the ntmeost, and only if all obstacles to
the free movemeni of trade, both in pro-
duction and exchange, are removed shall
we be abie to carry the burden.

Al ihe main political parties bring
forward policies that fall to solve unem-
ployment, since they ignore the fupda-
mental issus of the lznd guestion. The
official Liberal policy of “ Full Employ-
ment” propounds a scheme that leaves
Iand monopoly untouched: for that
reason, I am standing as an Independent
Liberal, Unemployment of men willing
to work is unnatural and iz only caused
by man-made barriers that separate land
from those who need it. And as land is
the source of all wealth and the fount
of ail production, anyihing that prevenis
people using Mother Barth must lead to
danemployment,

I have long advocated the frue Liberal
policy of the taxation aud rating of land
values. That ig the practical method of
preventing the withholding of land and
of securing that alf valuable land is
readily available for use. If that policy
were applied, indusiry could develop
freely without State Control, enlerprise
would extend and, at the same time, the
land walues made by the presence of the
community and taken for the community
swould maake it possible to reduce and
@bolish the present oppressive {axes that
not only digcourage enterprise, but in-
crease the price of nedessities ané cause
roal suffering ¢ people of small incomes.

 The imwgent need for houges is plain fo
s}, but, unless the land guestion Is radl-
cally deall with, all the best iald schemes
will fail, The heavy incresases of local
rates, the high price of land and heavy
ground renls prevent the solutlon of ths
Bousing problem.

We are terribly backward in this coun-
fry i not having instituted this reform
weaTs agp, 1 have preached it In the
West, Riding of Yorkshire for thirty
years., It hes made greal progress in
other countries and, as am officer of the
Toiernational Union for Land Value Tax.
ation and Tree Trade, I hope you will
support me in getting this country for-
ward on the ssme road.

freedom to exchange poods, both in-
aide = country and throughout the world,
ig just as ossential as freedom {0 pro-
duce, snd unless we sSweed AWAY Qur
tarifts  without reservatioh, wha.:tever
other countries may do, we shall atiti be
indulging in the mad policy of ecomomic
nationslism which everybody agress waa
the cause of the world-wide economic
anarchy that made world war certain.

AR ithe parties sre sgreed {o esiablish
compulsory schemes of soclsl insurance
aod  health benefits. These schemes,
while making provision for sickness and
other imisfoitunes, are often exalied in
importance sc that people are led to be-
‘lieve that if they are only imade to con-
tribute  so much per week all thelr
troubles will be solved.

Social decurity schemes are only pal-
. Yatives. ‘Thay should not be regarded
as = substitute for ndividual independ-
enpe aod  self provision that would
follow from a raised standard of Hying.

T have long maintained that ihe jnal
claimi of the Old Age Pensioners for a
pensionn of 308. 2 week at 80, without
$Mezns Test, should be granted, and I

also support the claim for justice for
spinstars to have pensiong af ’

If we had had slectoral veform by the
method of proportionsl representation,
we should not see now an slection being
conducted by partier sparlihg al ome
ancther, bat could have had the best men

MESSAGES FROM

Or Toe sonouncement of Me, Ashley
Mitcheli’s candidsture cables were re-
ceived from membera and colleagues of
the Internal Union for Land Value Taza-
tion and Free Trade all over the world,
The messages, bearing good wishes and
endorsing the pelicy of the Union, came
from  Argentina,  Australia,  Belgium,
{Canada, Cuba, Denmark, France, India.
Jamaica, Kenya, Mexico, New Zealand,
Norway, Palestine, South Africa, Spain,
Sweden and  the Vnited Siates of
America, The following are extracts
from some of the messages.,

Ausiralia

Mitchell's sound policy should receive
strong support from lovers of freedem.
Brifain needs leaders of his {yps, pre-
pared to stand for fundamental principles
egsential to ensure wsuccessiul post-war
reconstriction. :

B, J. Crarcie, ex M.P., South Austra-
lia, President of the LTI

EFeal liberal peolicy “Freedom fo pro-
duce and trade ™ will makse men free.

A, G, Huwg, Viee-President of the LU
and Secretary of tha N.SW. Land

Values and Free Trade League.

Cnly Free Trade will secure peace
among the United Nations and in the
World, Henry George's sconomic prin-
ciples would secure British seil for the
use of Brifish servicemen and thus
abelish povarty and unemployment,

Appervan J. B, Fievi, ex-Mayor of

Strathiield, Sydney, N3 W.

Canade
Ashiey Mitchell's philogophy of free-
dom wilk produce trads, will owvercoms
unemployment =znd ralse standard of
living and will promeie husiness,
Semaror A. W. Bosaucy, Toronto,

Cheba
In this moment of dark future for the
world, the best way i3 the natural law-—
free land. frec trade, free people.
RogrLio Cagas CADILLA,

Denmark
May fundamental liberalism with him
win lasting peace as co-operative spirit
won War victory.
J. L. ani Srewe Bronner, Copenhagern,
England liberated Denmark; by Hber-
ating your own jand you may Hberaie
humanity.
F. Fougs, Heecutive, 1.0,

Indin
Poverty of Indlan people demsands re-
storation of Land and Freedom for Trada.
F. Harxrarp, for V. J. Wurrs, Viee-
Pres.,, LU.
New Zoaland
Recent gurvey State housing disclosed
overwhelming suceess unimproved value
system; fully expect Governraent make
mandatery like New South Wales and
Queensiand, becasuse building industry
allied trades and wmanufacturing greatly
stimulated, also agriculture. Here
Tariffs Taxation and BSales Tax prove
paergus burdens gn majority of con-
suymers  and  gerionsiy injures Bxport
Tragde. Miteheil's nolicy considered
portional representation.
Roeery {3, VarLow, Secrelary of the
M7, Taxstion of Land Values League,

slected representing the different shades
of oplnion in fhe country.

I am opposed fo compulsory servics;
either military or indusirisl.  Compul-
sery military asrvice should be ended by
calling for well-pald woluntesrs to Ghisk
the war with Japan and a return méde
to the volustary system which bas kept
this country free,

MANY LANDS

N orwoay
By taking up regencrated Tdberaliam
England could save world by her sxample
showing how io distinguish true demo- -
cracy from false and form a socisty both
just and free, thereby {urthering cause -
of peage. S
Ly Wawe, Vice-Fres, LU,
Palestine :
_Let unreserved liberty in Brilain lead #
the HWmpire to & freedom-inspived man- £
kind,
Isaac BErRNSTEIN, Vice:Pres., LU,

Swredan .
World Peace 13 now necessary for
human persistence, World Fres Trade iy
indispensable for World Peace, free Land
g8 necessary for Social Justice wmnd
Peace. Eagland was once the Free Trads
Leader, the Progressives the world ovey
are watching with aoxziety If this slec
tion will show Fngland's willugness to
take up leadership again for Free Trade,
Free Land and Fres Men.
Jeraw Hansson, Viee-Pres., LIL
South Africe
* ¥ree Land, Free Trade, Free Men ”
offers only hope of a Rritain as she
should be and shows the way ftowards
iiving and lasting peace. ‘
B, A W, Looas, H.O, Johannesburg.

. United States of Awmerica
_Ever since I heard vour prognostica-
tions in 1939 of a jong andgterrii'ble
war, bt with certainty of Britaln's ep.
g}:rg?cef gl victory, I ¥new you a8 ope
£ 1ar sesing men needs
your Country's affalrs, 9 to guide
Anma GRozgs De Mriir, Daughier of
Eem‘y Ceorge and Viee-Pres, LIJ, (Re-
rence 18 to a speech made bv As
Mitchell in New York, in 1939;: ey

Principles of econemic fresdom and
social justice many A i
el Jus ¥ Americans hope will

Hakorr 8. BurrewmeisM, Editor of the

American City Mazazine,

Mitohell's policies will bring proaperit;
wealth and peace to people of pGreg’é G
Britain and all the world, '

Lawson Porpy, Execuiive, LIV,

Others who sent cabled greetin i
messages in  similar term% weregsF“;:?;ig ’
ViraL®, Vice-Fresident of the LY. and
Bm{m(;m_/,rm and AGUiter, .Joint !Secre— )
taries with him of the Argentine League;
B, G. Beory, President, and A, F. Tl
iNsoN, Secretary of the Vietoria Henry

George League: Marown O '
i e : - GRTURIEND.
Belgium;  Vice-Pres., LU, Hepsezr T
OwenNg, Bxecutive, 1,17, ;AL Davme Bawcer,
France, Fxeutive, XY5; Pavios

(}}'ANNEL[AGI Vice-Pres, of 1.U, for Greece
argd ;&us_tma; F. H. WiLLiaMson, Jamaica;

Viee-Pres, ITW.;  Mairaarsr  Lavesis, .
Kenya, Vice-Pres, LIL: ManuvgL RosLES:

Mexico, Vice-Pres, LU.; ., M. Fowins -
, Cres., LU, . ' X =

New Zealand, Viece-Pres, LU.; Weap,

Lawg.  Fxecutive, LU  BALDOMERD

AngEnTE, Spain, Vice-Pres, LU.: E. J..
Evens, South Africa, Vice-Pres, I
Guskav  BumscHsr, Vice-Pres., LU and .
from the US.4A.: Jomns B. Conman, Bos:
%'?n; Ii‘{;.a:tcrs Nemson, Chicago; H, W,
oxeEN, Pittsburgh; and 8. N, AT, -
Wilmetis, Hlinois, THpRMAN,
The messages were printed and cirens -
lated with the Hlection Address, ! 1_4:
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Tup Npws of the candidature of Ashley
. Mitchell at Batley and Morley appeared
" 4ds a bright spot i3 2 cloudy and confused
political Jandscape, and the invitation
from Mr. Mitcheill to act as his election
. agent was accepied Dy me at once as a
» miark of distinction. There were many
. advantages and some disadvantages.
~ Favourable factors were the candidate
himself, his outstanding personality and
fine platform gifts; added to his pro-
gramme based on crystal clear principles.
His decision to stand as independent, en-
tirely free from party directives, was
another strong poiat; and when the Iocal
- -Liberal selection group were so well ad-
B, vised as te adopt My, Mitchell on those
'\ terms, the most viia] eleinents were estab-
“lished for a challenging campaign.  On
the other hand, we were going in rather
late in the day; the whole organisation
had-to be quickly built up; there were
.. the technical problems of getting paper
supplies and printing when others had
been there before us. We expected
to find the best commitice rooms already
_booked, as well as the public halls and
ihe best dates. In the event, however,
_iatters turried out far better than we
feared. - We booked the best site in
Batley with modern shop premises as our
central office; that was he advantage of
knowing scmething about site values.
We found a Triendly printer almost on
the doorsiep, who turned out a most pre-
sentable election address in express tune.
Other printers in the three towns of the
division, Batlev, Morley and Ossett, also
rendered excellent service. The local
Press  were  readily  accessible  and
gave us ample space. Ths  Batley
Reporter in parficular became almost a
Land Values journal for the weeks of
 the election: one week’s issue confaining
a column article on the faxation of land
values that left nothing to be desired by
any Henry Georgist.  H onc more paper
may be mentioned, the AMorley Adver
tiser agreed to circulate with every copy
the week before the poll, one of our leaf-
lets on Free Trade and the taxes on com-
madities. Tt also had an article entitled
* A Bounguet for Ashley Miichell,” giving
the particulars of a Jocal instance of land
monopoly with which the local Council
were faced that same wesk,

The first great job of addressing 48,600
envelopes and then flling them with the
giection address and with a sclection of

" the gight leaflets we had had printed and
published especiaily for the election, was
Sundertaken. It was, of course, our one
way of getting our message into every
home, and, whatever the result of the
poll, the educational value of this par
of the fight cannot be oversstimated.

 As for the poblic mestings. we had cur
share of the three Town Halls each of
the three weeks the fight lasted, and
judging from our reports our meetings
were more than commparable with those
of our opponents, in numbers and ces-
Aaidly in enthusiasm. 1t was a great ex-
perignce te hear the Land Song at our

BATLEY AND MORLEY FROM THE INSIDE

fast great Batley rally. iaken up vooi-
ferously by the audience, with A. W.
Madsen at the piano and Wilinid Harn-
son as choirdeader. Children were taught
the song at open-air mectings and before
polling day were singing it 1 the streets.

Individual names of those who came
to speak for us will be mentioned later,
but one may be singled out here,
that of My, Theodore €. Tayior, the
vetgran pioneer of profit-sharing and
co-partnership, who i his 95th year ap-
pearcd on the Batiey Town Hall plat-
form and spoke vigorously for nearly
haif an hour on Free Trade. It was 2
umigue svent, A lelter sent previcusly
by Mr. Tavior in support of Mr. Mitchell
had been made full vse of in the Press
and as a placard on the hoardings, A
welcome featwre at our mestings was the
valued help of local speakers who showed
themselves well versed in the kind of
Liberaltsm for which Ashley Mitchell
stood. We may, perhaps, single out as
representatives, MWr. Herbert Brook, of
Batley, the chairman of the Liberal
Party in the division; Alderman I
Dickinson, of Morley, Miss Elsie G,
Tayior, 1LP.; Mras. MNorth, J.P., who has
since contributed a fing account of the
campaign to the local paper; and Alder-
man Patterson, of Ossett, whose speeches
ong remembers as o effective and con-
vineing. Thers were, of comrse, others
who on the platform and in the more
humdrum work gave unstintingly of their
time and enzrgy, and without whom the
work could not have gone on at all

Supplementing the local efforts were
those workers from sur movement who
came from afar, such as Mr AL W.
Madsen;, Mr. and Mrs. Wilirid Harrison,
of London; Mrs. Sumner, of Clitheroe;
Mrs. Melior, of Penistone; Mr. Pryce
Clver and Mr. Renton, of Leeds; Miss
MNoeble, of Manchester: Mrs, Culley, Mrs.
Blamires, Mr. and Mrs, Oldroyd, Miss
Stridgen, Mr. and Mrs. E. T, Sykes, of
Huddersfield; ®r, F. Bentley, of Brad-
ford; Mr. RB. Scaife, of Shiplev: Alder-
man Ausiin Brook, of Haaley, {Most of
these are members of the Liberal Liberty
League)

1 have spoken already of the work of
the ladies. The upofficial “ Women's
Auxiliary ™ was led by Mrs, Ashley
tliichell, and great things were done
under her stimulating initiative, especi-
ally in canvassing.  Allbongh limited
fime and numbers did not allow of a
complete canvass of all voters, Mrs.
Mitchell's drive accomplished much more
than anvone could have expscted. Spe-
clal mestings for women voters were also
arianged and addressed by Mrs. Mitchell
and her valiant helpers,

We eventually overcame our weakness
in cars and lond-speaker equipment. and
by the day of the poll our car-owning
friends from near and far gave a good
account of themssives, and the lond-
speaker had been heard in many parls
of the constituency.

¥

The last few hours of the poll presented
the usual hectic activity at each of our
committee rooms, and at Bagley our
forces began fo assemble (o share ex-
periences and wind wp the campaign.
About cighty people soon gathered under
the genial chairmanship of My Brook,
and speeches were made by leading
Liberals of Batley, Morley and Osseit,
all paving tribude to Mr. Ashley Mitcheli

- for the way in which he had revived trus

FLiberalism in their constifuency.  Mr.
Brook spoke of the many unattached
people who had been impressed by Mr.
Miichell’s forthrighiness and fearless de-
votion fo his political beliefs. “ We
were proud of hbim,” he said, “as ouwr
candidate, and were giad to have won
the friendship of him and Mrs. Mitchsil”
Alderman Dickinson, of Morley, declared
that the Liberals had poiled weli.  Alder-
man Patterson, of Ossett, also spoke of
the inspiration the candidatere had been
to the Liberal cause. When My, Mitchell
rose o reply he was prested with hearty
and profongsd cheers.  His voice had
nearly gone, but he managed to speak
and convey his thanks to his enthustastic
workers, and once again he carried us
with hioy, in his inspiring speech, to high
Ievels of thought and purpose, reminding
us of the great things achieved and of
the work for justice and liberty sgll to
be accomplished.

_ ] B, OWEN,

{The foregoing, as is obvious, was writ-
ten before the declaration of the poli
Br. Ashley Mitchell's many friends com-
pliment him on a gallant fight., Bui it
is evident that in the preseni political
cireumstances and under the present
electoral system independent candidates

have an arducus road o suceess.-—
Editor, 1. & L.]

Gustav Biiscuer, Zurich, writes: “ At
last the most borrible war is over and [
cait write you a letter telling you that
I am still alive and wish te thank vou
for sending me Land & Liberry all those
vears, 1 have always found things in it
which interested me. Reading the open-
ing article in your June issue, I want to
mform vou that I have tried to promote
the same idea in Switzerland-—that Free
Trade is the most necessary thing to re-
store the woeld economy. It is the only
means to make another world war im-
possible. Mow ig the time when England
can do more for the world in peace than
in war, re-establishing a sound economic
order, Free Trade and Free Access fo
the Land. If we only get first a bit of
Free Trade, then the war will not have
been in vain”

# k3 #

Mr. Wm. Beid writes to intimate the
loss of a wvaliiable supporter of the Land
Value Taxation movement in Scotlend in
the person of Alex. Campbell, Stane-
castle, Trvine, Like the late A, J. Mace
and some few olhers he will be very diffit-
cult to replace either for energy or
loyalty to the cause. Aboul a dowen years
ago he retired from the position of fore-
man gardener with the Scottish Whole-
sale Co-operative Seclety, buil continumed
o cultivate the ground, having oblamed
a helding in Irvine. As a practical man
he had much influence with hiz converss-
tion and wriling oo the land guestion.
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CANVASSING THE CANDIDATES

THE (JUESTIONMAIRE

1. Do you agree that the wvalue of land
iz due to the presence apd aelivity of
the community as a whole, and
should be takern in faxation for public
revenue 7

2., Wiil you press for a nalional tax on
the actual value of ail land apart
from buildings and improvements 7

3. Will you support reform of the local
rating system so far as to rate land
vahies and relieve houses of rates?

4, o you agree that the holding of
valuable land out of use deprives men
of employment ¥

5. Will you press for the repeal of Pro-
tectionist tariffs and the restoration
of Free Trade 7

G. Will you wrge the abolition of the
purchage tax and other direet and in-
direct taxes which diminish wages
and increase the cost of living by
addivg to prices?

Y. Do you agree that the Hest step in
land reform should be a valuation of
all Iand for the levy of taxation upon
its value {(exempiing buildings) and
a5 basis for fixing its price when it
is acquired 7

These “Guestions for Candidates” were
embodied in  the United Commiltes's
Leaflet (No. L. 33) Land Monopoly: What
My, Churchill Oncs BSeid which had a
large circilation during the HRlection.
The Questions were slso seni on a Post
Card to some 1,200 active readers’ of
I., & L. throughoui the couniry urging
them %o make campaign for Land Value
Taxation by asking one or more of the
guestiona at meetings and for record, to
send ug replies received,

£l & #

Circulars snciosing leaflets, appropriate
io each calegory, were sent by the Unitad
Commitiee to Labour, Liberal and Inde-
pendent  candidates. Tach had the
“Churehill Speeches” leafiet and the Com-
miitee's Notes for Speakers as far as
the existing supply of the laiier reached.
Labour had the Party's own Speakery
Motes, officially issued in 1934 and re-
prizted by the Commities in the Penny
nos klet Lobour Parly and Land Values
and the leaflet with the Imessage from
Mew Zealand MPs to British (Lebour}
MPs on the successful speration of Land
Value Rating in that country. Liberals
had the paststatements of Liberal leadery
orn Liberal policy, Free Lond, Free Trade,
Free Men (a Liberal Liberty League pro-
duction), the excellent hooklet on Land
¥alue Tasation issued by ihe Bceottish
Tiberal Federation, the forthright Mani-
foste fdie Land Means Idle Men, issued
at the last Teneral Hiection by the
Women's Liberad Federation, the lsted
declarations of the Party from the “ MNew-
castle Pregramme” forward, reprinted
from Angust, 1944, L. & 1. and leaflets
dealing with Agriculture, Land National-
isation and the Uthwatt Report, Inde-
pendents had n miscellancous selection of
leaflets on Fouse Famine znd the Land
Blockade, Town Planning ahd fhe Price
of Land, elo. i

& £ E:d

Lack of space forbids our guoting all
the letiers received from candidales and
from readers who put guestions to them,
but we give give a number of examples.

L. & Ed

Miss Hwip Laxewan (Liberal, St Al
ban’s): “Questions for Candidates, my
answer is ‘veg’ fo all of them——of course.”
Councilior Bastwood, agent. for J, Hewn-
person (Labour, Ardwick): © My Hender-
son iz wholly in favonr of the Taxation of
Iand Valdes and has been for many
years.””  Maror . Bemwanr (Liberal,
Bfreathamd: “I1 am very mueh obliged
by your letter and emclosures, These will
we of much sssistance to me during and

afier this campaign and your kindiy
help is much appreeciated.”  Basn Goube
stone (Liberal, Petersfleldl: Thanks for

your literature. Are thers any members
of your Commitiee living in the district
with whom you could put me in touch?’

From a reader of L, & L. who heckled
Mz, Josmry Wik, the Liberal Candidste
in the Waterlos division of Lancasier:
The gquestioner said: “I am very inter-
ested in housing and on every szide T ses
the effects of iand monopoly operating
against the provision of a free supply of
bousing. As land is used net only to
provide a sits, but fo make bricks, to
grow timber, and all the component parts
of o house, and as land iz needed to grow
the food which feeds the men who build
the houses, I would be plessed To hear
the Candidate’s policy fowards cracking
this meonopoly.” The Candidate replied:
“The uyuestioner asks a most important
guestion, and one upon which the Liberal
piarty have a very positive poiicy. That
policy, which I have subseribed de for
many years, is one advoeated by the
American, Henry George, and it is ths
Taxation of Land Valuss which would
make land availabie for housing at a
reasonabls price by forcing into the mar-
ket land now held out of uss”

* % *

Mg, F. B, Lasus, Labour, Sedgefield,
Durham: “My Tlection Address was
confinad to the Labour Party programme
bug I my speeches I advocatad the taxs-
tion of land valuwes and showing how it
would assist the housing problam.”

L] & £

Me, H. Fraser Usneuaasrt, Labour, Mac-
clesfield: “ My Election Address did noi
specifically mention the rating and taxa-
tion of iand walues snd rates off houses
but I can asgure you that ¥ do favour
these reforms” My Urgohari made re-
feremce to the book Whay the Gorman
Republic Fell, which he has used in his
professional worlt as a lecturer in the
Eeonomics and Political Seience of the
University.

® ®

G, A, Coodwin put gpeslions fo all the
candidates in Flint and had favourable
reply from J. W, Huosry, the Liberal
and Mr. Goodwin said, " For ths first
fime in my life T vote Liberal” M.
. J. McManus, Waterlos, wrote that he
and Messrs, Foley, Btephens, Tarrvant
and Wilkinson, gave wmuch attendance
at meetings and distrivuted large guan-
tities of the “ Churchill® leaflet. Thay
pot guestions te all candidates and at
the last three of the meeiings of the
Independent candidate, C Fosrnr {Wat-
erion), Mr, Folev had the yplatforim to

tall on the tand guestion. Capt 7.
Crawford wrifes {hat he heckied Loap
Joun  Hopwp, Conservaltive Midlothisn

Morth and Pesbles, with the question:
“Tg it naot obvious that the wvalue ai-

ing to land results from the active
ities of the peoonle and that ths nsople
should have this valus and ifs Increases
returned fo them by even a 100 per cent.
tax on land values 7™ Answer: “Land-
owners are vary heavily tazed now. They
are actually poor . . 07 GQuestion: * This
does not angwer wmy guestion; i

iand iz
the one soures of revenue. even of Yife
given to the people by God wel it is
held and controlled by a Tew who enjoy
a monenaly” Answer: “1 wonld re-
mind the guestioner that the Govern-
ment is the grestest monopolist of land
We wonder i the audience were saiis-
find  wifl  that! Rr. Taeslip  Roskis

heckled R, W (3 Mapway, Labour. Worth-
o4

west Hall. and zot the veply: av we
wanted 1.000 acres for honsing we wonld
acoire it and pay comvmenseation to the
nwners: but T oagree that i the pro-
wision of new roads, ele. raizsed the
value of surrounding land. then these

{

wetterment values should be faxed.)” Mr.
Meacway is managing director of Tarran
Indusirvies (house pullders) and is the
Mackay previously sssociaied with the
Commen Weallth 'i’ai*ty.

Among  candidates who answered
Yyes”  te all the Questions in  the
United Commiites’s guestionnaire wers:
21 5, National independent, Wal-
ey, AlrHue W, Davies, Independent,
Silvertown; J, C, Dam » Independent
and Christian, Kettering; H., D, Long-
BoTzoM, National Protestant and Unilon-
ist,  Kirkdals, W, Baaantenz, LLP,
Hiast Bradiord; Cuarrsvoreer M, GriBve,
Scottish Waticoelist, Kelvingrove,

* * %

Both the Labouy (Da, A, Srazk Murnayv}
and the Liberal (Ls. Dovgras (GoRDow)
randidates in the Richmond, Swrrey, /
division, made reply to the guestion-
naire buf not foliy. T, Finpuey, Labous,
Wallazey . “'I'nanik you for the leaflets,
ete,  The infoermation coniained is very
uselul and will serve as reference when .
such issles are raised.”” Capr. U Lawg.
Labour, South - Molton: “¥ou may rely
on ary  Tell support for the Labour
Party’s declared peliey i this connec
tion.” (He had weceived ihe Labour
Farity’'s speakers’ noies or Land Value
Rating). 8. Lavzes, Labour, Barnard
Castie: "I am in favour of supporting
the point of wview czpressed by your
movemnent.”

# # #

Fir, Wi, Beid, on behal? of the Sootiish
League for the Taxation of Land Values
canvassed opinicn from Scottish candid-
ater with a gquestion in which it was
asked: Do you realise that taxation of
d values bectomes even a pore urgent
reform than ever, more especially as such
tzxation, far from hindering trade. or
delaying the production of mere houses,
would stimulate such enierprise?” He
has bad response in g number of letters
and vopies of Election Addresses. Maion
AL Dumcarn Misian, Libersl, Banff, wrote:
“Wou ars ne doubt aware that thes
Laberal policy of Land Taxation is very
girpilar io what you propose and as a
Liberal gendidate Y asm  propounding
ihis” Er, C. H., Jounsron, Liberal,
Worth Edinburgh: “As a Liberal I am
of course comreitted fo the policy of the
tazation of land values and am prepared
v stipport the early adoption of this
reform a2s & minbninm.” ANDREW (QILZEAR,
Labour, Central Edinburgh: “¥ am pre
pered fo support anvihing in reason
whather it e By parchasge or by land fax,
s long az the result iz that the som-
munity reassumes ifs ownership and con-
trol of the land” Mayor W, Daowain,
IAberal, Central Hdinburgh: “I1 agree
with vour viewpoind” Sar. Bograce G,
Wiriiis, Labour, North Hdinburgh: “in
enUre mgreement with your alms” Davin
J.o FPreew, Labour, Midlsthian and Peebles
Bouthern @ For many yvesrs uow I have
heen definitely at one with Lanp &
Lavepty.” My, Morsmaw M.  GLEN.
Libkeral, Glasgew Central, in his Eilection
Address stated: ““The Liberal Party advo-
cates a svstem of Land Valuss Taxation
which can alone secure that the enter-
Prise of the community as a whele is
nol exploited for selfish private gain.”

] % &

My, Guoros Honzvmaw, Liberal, Green-
. in his Eleéction Address: “ "We shall
ngver make the fullest wuse of our ldnd
until our system: of rating cesses to be o

itax on  entsrprise, Pates should bo
levied on the site value of land and land
values created By poblic  enterprise

should be secured for the public benefit.
- .. Y stand for the earliest possible re-
iurn  to our ‘Thistoric system of Fies
Trade”
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In their Blection Addresses Lo £ J. B
Morcgan, Liberal, Kelvingrove: * Seclal
security by the taxing of Land Values
crealed by the coemmunaity and so pro-
viding a fund from which hardship and
suffering can be prevented: the hatg@n&l
Debt must be refunded upon & basis of
revenue from ELand Values. Jomn G
Wigen, Liperal, Hilthead: “The land is
the ultimnate souree of all cur wealih;
by a just system of taxation, the devel
opment of land on the lnes most advan-
tageous to the community will be
encouraged, and anti-social speculation
will lose the profits it has done nothing
te earn. /L& Mavmies Touimiw, Edb-
eral, Preston: “8ite wvalues must be
taxed so tha{ increases due to com-
munity developmyent shall not be ex-
ploited for private gain” J. P. Hoodes,
Liberal, Sutton and Cheam: * During
the next ten vears or so the country
will need abeut four miliion houses; we
intend that it shall have them without
- being plundsred by greedy land specu-
lators” €. Guwpal Hawrkins, ILdberal,
Ohislehurst: “Removal of land inono-
paly by the taxstion of Land Values as
an - alierndtive to the faxation of foeod
and ‘esgentials.”

Mr. . Ewsnry Hwougy, Liberal, Brad-
ford South: “I am 2 Free Trader. . ..
Decent houses must be built as scon as
possible and in as grest a number as
possibie, to be lot at reasomable renis,
I believe the Taxation of Land Values
would help to bring cheaper langd, and
rings or monopolies in building materials
must be broken if necessary by Govern-
ment conirsl”

- % % 3

The Welsh League for the Taxation of
Land Values sent the United Committee’s
Questionnaire to all the 87 candidates in
Wales, My, I T. BrEs, hon, organising
secretary of the League. has sent a full
report. Replies came from 36, inchuding
18 Labour, 7 Liberal, 10 Conssrvalive and
Nationzal, and 3 of oiher parties, Of the
Liberals fve gave “ves” fp all the aues-
tions, viz. Lt F. Woniams Hogues, Flint
{who made ncte on Ne, 1. “I have leg-
tured on this a8 the Henry Oeorge
Schoo! in New York ") P, Hopxinw Moz
gar, Cardiff Central; S/Len, B O
Rorgrrs, Merioneth; Marog Brawvssy
WiLrtamg, Liandoff and Barry, [ E.
‘WiLniamg, Pontyoridd.  Two Liberals,
otherwise favolrable, had silight reserva-
tions, Major W. B. Crawssay, Newport,
saying that Question No. 8 was too
general for a “ves” or “no” and Laoy
Mecanw Lusyn Oporor, Anglesey,  thai
Question No. 3 reguired amplification.
Of the Isbour candidates, four
angwered “yes” to all guestiong, vie:
Lr, T J. Cacnacuan, Cardiff South: W, I
MAINWARING, Bhondds HEasi: .
Ricriarps, Wrexham; T. Geonoe THOMAS,
Cardiff Central. The others (12} gave
“veg” in the main {wilh minor gqualifica-
tions here and there), hut siuek ot the
Free Trade Question No. 8, vz 85 G,
Pravies, Merthyr  CTydfil: * Generally
speaking ‘veg’ but with certain reserva-
tions, eg. must be muiually accepted as
between nations, ete,” MNuss Fowanrps,
Caerphilly: “ Can answer ‘yes’ or ‘no:’
. B. GeuNrFrli, Gower: Y Free Trade In
the old sense iz not feasible;™ James
Grrrrrrizy, Llanelly: “ By interaational
agreement:” F. Morgriz Jowwss, Merion-
eth: *Tariffs and Free Trade are as dead
as Queen Anne, we need an internatinnal
agreement on frades;” Pror. B, A, Mape
quAND, Cardiff Wast: “T adhere to the
declared policy of the Labour Pariv, the
reduction of artificial barriers {o foreign
trade and the State regulation of wvital
“imaports;” Awrsvr Prazgon, Pontypridd:
“1 believe in Import Boards;” Meron
Tneoer-THoMmag, Llandaff and Barey:
“¥es, under a syvstem of world free trade
which I strongly favour;” D, J. WiLLiawms,
fo Neain: "I am neither & Free Trader nor

a Protectionist, ¥ am s Hocialist”  INot

ing the guestions in detall, GEORGE
L r, Abortiliery, wrote: “1 shall ade
here io the policy of the Labour Party,
and ¥F./0O. €. Hyuemay, Anglesey: 1 can
assure you of my sympathetic considera-
tion of vour attitude,” La~Cwmpr., W. L, M.
Jomes, Denbigh, gave “yes” to all gues-
ticns, bul as {o Moo 1 he excepied agri-
cutural land,

ALp,  Bawm Jewsenes, Independent
Bocialist, Mecthyr Tydfl, replied favour-
ably te sach question. Harry Pouoorr,
Communist, Rhondda HEast, had “ves” {o
ail exeept No, 5, which he left blank;
V. Bamuen, Welsh Nationalist, MNeath,
gave uncompromising “yves” to Questions
1, 2, 4 and £, but had gualifications to
the others.,

Ed £ 3k .

From Warrington, where Mr, ¥, Poares
was the Labour candidate, Mo, Alberd
Brown, writes: “Mr. E. G, Hemmerde,
#.0., the Recorder of Liverpool, has ad-
dressed & number of meetings, taiking
&t sach occasion on the Taxation of
Land Values. He has had an excelleni
reception; his approach to the langd gues-
tion caused great enthusizsm. & was a
pleasure to see Hemmerde again on the
platforn: atfter all these years and afier
seging the enthusiasm evoked on Lmnd
Value Taxation, T am convineced that the
Party that will fighi an clection on this
subject would wall home”

% * =

Mr. ¥. Roche, who had attended a ntm-
ber of election rmeetings, receilved this
ietter from Ma. W. Roawar, Liberzl
candidate in the Chertsey division of
Surrey: “I1 have studied very carsfully
the seven gpuesitions which you set out
in your letter. T have not the slightest
hegitation In angwering all in the affirma-
tive. ¥ have advocatod the principles on
which wyour guestions are based for =
very long time and I shall continue to do
s with vigour and determination until
the ohjects you name are achisved”
(Mr. Hipowar came into the eampaign
only at the last moment after reports
had appeared that the loecal Liberal
Association would not be Bghiing the
eleation). ’

% S E

At the election in Rossendale, My
J. D, Slater writes, Questions 1, 2 and &
of the United Committes’s Questionnaire
were pul to the Iocal candidates, Roth
G, B WaLgar, Labour, and Carr, Wanrn-
Jongs, Liberal, replied “yes” to all thrae,
Qapt. Ward-Tones with 2 fooinots: “Ob.
vipusly I can say ‘ves' to thess messuros
—-Liberal measures,”

* % B

The Portzmonih League for the Taxa-
tion of Land Values addressed questions
to ail looal candidates asking their UL~
pol‘_t of nieasures for the taxation znd
z‘aiu}g of Iand values, repeal of the pro-
tectionist fariffs, the restoration of Froe
Trade, and aholition of the purchase faz
ete. Mayor Dowarn Brues, Labour, North,
angwered all guestions in the afirmative.

W e ) '
Paprea~-Seird, standing  as
ndidate for Worthing (Worth-
June 18}, said at hizadoption
I, personally, am not in fgv-
cur of the taxalion of land valies nor
i the Liberal Party as a whele, 1f land
mereases in value on account of the
efforts of the communiiy then the in-
crement of the value sceruing shouid go
to the community.” So thal’s that., Ma,
ForeEiL-8viTe is part of the deck-cargo
which weights the Liberal ship, 'Tus
historic commitraents of the Party wore
put on record in a revealing document
izgued by the Liberal Liberty League.
a digest of that appeared in Lend &
Laseery of August last, The latter was
reprinted as o leaflet and issued by the

Me, W,

Onited Commiise to all Liberal candi..

dates at the Flection,

i
i

i

~ Labour,

A orecent Worthing case we clied was
that of the 34 acres al SBompling desired
by the Bural Disiriet Councit for hous-
ing. The price demanded was £2,75C,
angd the matier was referred back for
ferther negeotinfions involving delays.
Or: FPebruary 8, Mg Wiioing had to tell
the House of Commons that this land
was dervated T this veluable ond wos
wer on Phe valuction roll as hoving any
value of «ff, Anocther case was that of
the 178 acres of Alinora Estate, on the
Toreshore, which cost £13.527 for turning
into a public park; its previous assess-
ment had been £14 anpual. The argu-
ment jg thal ¥ L2790 and $13,527,
respeetively, were the frue values of
these bitg of land, they should have besi.
rated and tasxed accordingly. Would it
teke long in these circumsiances for the
hard core of land monopoly fo melt
away’?

% % it
It is remavkable how freguenily an
abaurd won segudtur has appeared in elec.
tion spesches. Mr, J, Davis, the Labiour
candidate, in Berwick-on-Tweed, Tor ox-
ample, as reported in the Northumberiand
and dinwick Gazetie, June 20 “They had
secn land cost therm £25 per acre, and the
Lpocel Authority had bullt louses om it
and put & road aslongside them, When
they weni back and asked for a second
acre of that land it was not £25 but was
increascd to about £75. That was becalse
the public had increaszed the amenities.
The landlord had not expended one penny
of capital on that land. He demanded a
£30 ranmsom beeause the public had
develoned it, The Labour Party promised
to purchase all the land reguired and
would pass legislation to acguire it at
falr value’”
Buy the land and not fax its vaiue?
Pay ransors &0 the landlord? Iz this the
moral to be drawn?

My, o Jouwsrow, Labour, former Sec-
retary of State for  Seotland, was

heckied by My, J. C. SBtewsart fat 2 mest.

ing he addressed in support of the
Labour candidate, Mr, Nem Macisaw
{Fnverness Courier, June 29). He was

asked if he agreed that iariffs formed =
vicious form of conirol and should be
abolished. He Ald not agree; there were
certain branches of the fariff field where
he would nok accept the free importer at
any price, and “we had gone a long way
from the time when one was seither a
tariffist or a free importer”

Replying  to guestionnaire from  the
Liverpool Land Values League, CoOmNoii~
Lop W, H. Laosowr, Liberal, Fairfield, said
“yeg" to all, and Me GraEam WEITE,
Liberal, Birkenhead, wrote: “ My answer
to wour nusstions is in the affirmative,
I have already desl with some of them
in the course of the Fiectich and ihey
are part of the policy of my party.”

5 Ed E

in  the Handsworth, Birmingham,
division the Labour, Iiberal, Comimnnist
and Independent candidaies were ve-
spectively C. R. Bevcr, Mra. BARBAES
Lewis, Mra. J. Epexn and Nozsaxw TIp-
TAFT, last named being ex-Mayor of Bip-
mingham. Mr. John Zush, hon. secre-
tary of the Midland Land Values League,

writes  that ali these candidates OIro-
fessed 1o be in favour of Land Valus

Taxation, but Mr. Tiptalt was the only
one who definitely advocated the reform,
the  others only mentioning it when
obliged  to by qguestivns  asked. My,
Bush took the chalr for Mr. Tiptaft at
meetings  and gave him whole-hearted
support. Others who on being canvassed
affivered they favoured the Land Values
poelley weve €. ). Smumons, Labour, Bire
minghar West, V. Yares, Labour, Lady-
wood; and in Stourbridge both A, Movis,
and Le~Coi. B, H, Brows,
Liberal,
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HOTES ARND NEWS

Congrawuisuons 10 ARTHUE W, ROEBUCE
on s agpoliment as one of the ffteen
new menawors 1o the Canadian {overn-
ment, 4s anacunced (with ms picture) in
the woronte Lady Star of April 19,
Sepator oehuck is the retiving BLP. for
rrpiity apd I8 Tormer ONtario Altorney
renerad. Phe  Prime  hinlster,  Mn
ieackenzie King, wrote to Mr. Hosbuck:
“If alrords me very great pleasure o et
yuu know that his excelenocy toe Gaover-
hov-(zeneral has approved your appoing-
plent as & member of ths Senate. May
I extend to you my warmest congratula-
tions on thix well-merited recogaition of
your public services and my best of
wishes Tor leng continued service o our
gountry as & member of the parliament
ot Canads.” Mrp, Roebuck iy an outstand-
ing pecsonality in the movement  in
Cunada for Land Value Taxation and
Tree Trade. He is cne of the *Inter-
nationals - who sent cabled medsages
mcelaiming the candidsture of M.
Ashbley Biiichell in Balley and Morley.
In a following letter he wrote: ¥ Mr.
Ashley Mitchell is very well known in
Canada, where he has done business in
the woollen trades for =z number of
vears. His business has prought him fo
Cansds and freguenily to Toronio. Here
Le has made a host of friends. ... The
fact that lLie 18 here and will apeak o us
i sufiicient 1o obizin an nudience ul any
tims of the year. in this part of iha
world we say thet an wEnglish Liberal is
the ‘inesgi worik of the Almighty, and this
applies in full forc: to Ashiey Mitchell
When we ran thus inte the superlative
we think of tri: Liberals only, and we
have no use for Tories, Bnglish ov other-

wise.”
£ E #

Pubfic Charges Upon Lomd Volwes is
a 3%-page well-producad pamphist pub-
lished Tor the Land Values Research
Crouip by the Heory George Foundation
{Australia), 17, Hlizahoth Street, Mel-
wourne, C.1. The director of the Re-
seéarch Group is Mr. A, Bl Hutchinson,
D.8c., Melbourne. Coples are ohtainablc
from eur offices, price 8d. each, or Td. by
pogt, Tt iz a welcome publication and
most  cordially commended, for here
again we have abundant practical testi-
mony from the places where the system
is in operation of the justice and efficacy
of assessing taxation upon the value of
land with exemplion of buildings and
offier improvements.

Ed & #

“The paper which Cart. A, . Mcl30iiGAL,
Biythe, Lauder, submitted o the Con-
ference of the Scotlish Mational Housing
and Town Planning {Clonneit  in June,
1445, has been published as an &-page
pamphiet. It is entitied ¥ The Trimary
Couses of Bad and Tnadeguate Housing
angd Suggesteg Remedies.” This too iy
very cordiaily commended. Coples, price
14 “each {(add postage), frc;m our offlees,

& *
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Mg, W, Loyenincs writes: Y In case
wou don’t see the Sunday Témos this is
just fo draw your attention fo a fittls bit
of economic wisdom in an unexpected
quarter. 3 1. SCEWARZ, & regular con-
iributor, has a short article under the
zeneral heading ‘ Finance and Industry.

Tt ig titled ' Posialigation '—a Dew word
to me—and iy about the proposal by Lady
Ronham Carter and others to have a fiak
rate charge for eleciricity and water all
over the country. I maed not vepeat all
¥he article:; the finsl paragraph i3 ihe
most dmportant, as follows: < and if i
21 (vat supply everywhere at a flat rate)
the incal benelits would promptly be dis-
counted in renis,  Have the postalian-
tign advocateg thought of that?’ O
pouras, it ig just slementary; bui even #

little commaon sense iz welecome In ihe
general Press, especialiy under Tdiforial
ausplees””

&= »

When the business of the Palmers
(yreen and Southgaie Ratepayery ss8s0-
ciation had besn  completed (Falmers
Green (Gozetis, May ¥9), a public meei-
ing followed addressed by the BMayor,
Coumcrnior A, E. Lavosz.  His subject
was “ Local Government and Heconstyuo-
tion,” He said with regard to the con-
trol of land that he favoured Land Value
Taxation, and pointed out thei land
bought recently by the Southgate Coun-
eil was eigh: times the price of similar
1 earby laud anduived some years agh
The increase in value was due to the
amenities provided by Southgate and
therefore the communly rather than th2
private individual should have the henefit,

& % ®

For the Henry George Fechool of Social
Science, Quarter-Master Sergeant R, A,
Bzran, at the Military Cellege of Sciencu
in Hanley, has formed a Progress and
Poverty study class. Members of i
pelong io London, Glasgow, Truro,
Widnes and Hertfordshire, After they
are dispersed to thsir homes they will
continue with the correspundence coabse.

* e &

At its meeting on July 4, the Man-
echester City Council adobted, by an ovel-
whelming vots, the reseiution moved By
Copweroior 8. Numporr, declaring thatthe
de-rating provisions (of the 1929 De-
rating Act exempting agricuitural land
from local rates and relieving ndugirial
and freight-iransport hereditaments of
three-quariers of the rate burden) pre-
sent an unjust and anomalsds ana-
chronism, imposing unfair discrimina-
tion in fovour of seciionsg of the com-
munity wha de boi nesd the digerimina-
tion extended fo them -whilst craating
hardship and a sense of injustice among
the remaining sections of the community,
particularly the shopkeepers and house-
holders. It was rescived o transmilt
the resolution o the Association of Muni-
cipal Corporations,

&s previously reported, a recommends-
tior: of the Land Values Committes of
the Manchester ity Couneil which
recently discussed the rating gquestion
was that “the Government should set
9 an expert commiliee to advise tham
whether a prime fecie case exists for
making a valuation of site values, gither
sationally or in respect of typleal areas,
with a view to determining whether the
introduction of the rafing of land values
and the abolition of the present rating
system is in the public interast”

This recommendation was supporied
by the Association of Municinal Cor-
porations and was conveved by them to

the Covermpent. In a written 1epiy.
Hounae of Commons, May 15, Ma

WraIwk, Minister of Health said he v
1ot prepared {o entertain the suggestion,
& Ed ®

Ry arrangement with the Yorkshire
Land Valuss Leapgue the Botary Clubs
at Wombwel] and Nelson were addressad
by Mr, . V, Ouver and Mr, ¥. I
and, especially at the latier, the sales of
literature were good, Ala commities of
the League, held hefore the Election.
all present uadertook to cenvass the
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