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“The associgtion of poverty with progress is the
great enigma of our times....it is the riddle which the
Sphinx of fate puts to our civilization and which, not to
answer, ig fo be destroyed.’’

One vear and a century after these words were written by Henry
George the enigma remains. Not only has our civilization failed to
answer the riddle; but it now has the capability to destroy itself in
minutes. The 1980 Joint Georgist Conference, taking place in the

city of infernational husiness and industry and the home of the

AFRERRSEY

United Nations, provides a fitding forum to again speak this war-

ning £o the world.

MIDWESTERN BISHOPS
TAKEASTAND

Reraan Catholic bishops of 44

dioceses in 12 Midwestern

states, after & two-year process
that began with a group of
concerned South Dakota far-
mers, have issued & major
statement calling on Ampericans
1o once again accept the concept
that the land is 2 gift from God.

The siatersent, “Sirangers
and Guests: Toward Com-
mimity in the Heartiand,” was
signed by ail 72 Roman Catholic
bishops in the 44 dioceses.

“Land ownership iz being
restructured, agricultural
production is becoming more
heavily industrialized and
concenirated in fewer hands

. and the earth all tos frequently
is being subjected to harmful
farming, mining and
development practices,’” the
statement says.

The 37-page statement, izking
its title frem a verse in the Old
Testament book of Leviticus
that says, “The land should not
be sold in perpetuity; for the
land is mine and you are only
strangers and guests on it,"

came out of some 400 public
hearings heid in 12 states with

tiearly 12,000 people par-

ticipating in the hearings.
Vsing the Leviticus verse, other
Biblical material, Eoman
Catholic social principles and
native American andé Judeo-
Christian traditions, the
staterent  re-emphasizes the
land 28 God's gift.

‘“We have not always heen
faithful to those traditions,” the
statemnent said.

It seeks te develop principles
of stewardship deriving from
the insight that the land belongs
to God, which include equitable
distribution of land, the notion
that the land’s benetits are for
everyone, the idea that land
should be conserved and
regtored and  that land-use
planning must consider social
and environmental impacts.

The statement expressed
concern about the concentration
of land ownership in the
heartland and the increasing
domination of agriculture by
large corporations.

L . Y

The 1350 Joint Greorgist Conference will be heid in the city of New
York over Labor Day weekend, August 98 to Septemnher 1, at the
new headquarters of the Henry George Schoel in midtown
Manhatian.

One year afier the Centennial Celebration of Pregress and -

Poverty in San Franciscs, Georgists from acrass the United States
and Canada will once again come together to confer and celebrate:
renewing friendships, sharing information, snd fostering en-
thusiasm to continue the movement begun by Henry Gegrge more
than 189 years ago.

The Conference Committes, composed of Phil Finglestein,
Robert Clancy, and Oscar Johannsen, have developed for par-
ticipants a balanced program of educstional experiences,
organizational meetings, and socials,

Feglstration will be held on the opening day, Thursday, at the
new modern headguarters, located at 5 E. 44th Strest, af the heart
of the busiest section of the city, between Thmes Square snd Grand
Central Station. A wine and cheese reception will follow. Cn
Monday evening a boat ride around New York City will previde
condferees opportunities to talk, relax, snd tzke in the sights.
Sundsy evening the Annus! Banquet will be held at the ballroom of

oneof the major midtown botels located close to headguarters. ™

A possible topic of discussion during crzanizational meetings,
especially Sunday’s Council of Georgist Organizations, will be
whether or not to further orgemize. The fact that Land, Eqguality
and Freedom, the largest national organization of Georgisis in the
country, has recently voted to suspend operations, should stimulate
a serious debate on the merits and difficulties of organizing
Georgisis.

Panels of Georgists will discuss the questions of inflation, land
reform, educational developments, land value taxation, and lastly,
“The Critics of Henry George,” led by Robert Andelson.

‘“We are particularly con-
cerned about the severe decline
in the number of owner-
operated family farms here
over the past generation,” the
statement said. “We urge that

modest land holdings, sufficient

to support family farms, be
encouraged by taxing land
progressively at a higher rate
according io increases in the
size and quality of Holdings,” it
said.

GET0

“All people, urban and rural,
must recognize that their
lifestyles, purchasing habits
and expectations contribute
directly and indirectly te the
concentration of land ownership
and the consequent abuse of the
land,” # zaid. “We are called
by God tc change our com-
sumption patterns and to act to
effect justice in the land,” the
bishops said. ‘

' David E. ‘Andersen

{United Press International)



Page 2

 Tugtice will be achieved only when those whe are not

tnjured feel as indignont ag those whe ave.” Solon, 828-557B.C.

BPARROW — by Paul Simen

Who will lode s Jitlle Sparrow

714 TR e . ol antangs Eog 9
Whe's traveled far and cries for rest?

“Mot 1.7 said the osk tres,

“l1 wom't share my branchss with
no sparrow’s nest,

And my blanket of leaves wen't warm
her cold breast.”

Who will love a liitle Sparrow

And who will speak a kindly word?

“Not I,” said the swan,

“The entire idea is utferly absurd,

T'd be laughed at and scorned if the
other swang heard.”

Whe will take pity in his heart,

And whe will feed a starving sparrow?
“Not 1,” said the golden wheat,

“I would if I could but I cannot I know,
Ineed all my grain to prosper and grow.”

Wheo will love = litfle Sparrow?

Will no one write her eulogy?

“1 will,” said the enrth,

“For all Pve created refurns unto me,

From dust were ye made 2nd dust ye shall be.”

Iy Jack Schwartsman

The bavic morg) philosephy of Georgism is that justice — the
rendering to each persen his or her doe — underHes the principles
of both polltical selence and economnies, *“This is the eniversal law.
This is the iesson of {be centuries. Unless it icwndation be laid in
justice the socisl sirvcture cannot stand.” (Henry George)

Unlike the prevalent modern view that sconomics iz the “ob-
jective’” study of facts, withett any necessary moralistic

........ coirelation, the Georpist conteniion iz that economics s g soience, o

and | like Euclidian mathematics, is based on universal traths of
the patural law . One cuonet violate the unchanging laws of
economics. One may abferapt to do so, but only 28 one’s swn rigk,
and subject to the social ills that follow, such as poverty, crime,
and war. “If political economy is 2 science...it must isllow the
rules of science, and seek in natural law the canses of the
phencmena which it investigaies.” (Henry Gegrge)

Ethics is a branch of philosophy $hat iInvestigstes the normative

cenduct of bumas beings. It is, of necessity, & discipline that deals
with values and stendsrds: whal a person enght to do. The
Georglst position is clear: cach persen, since ke or she posSgesses
fres will, eught o live in mccordance with natural law.
Each person’s “duty” iz to abolish injustice. ¥ the existing
maldisiribuiion of weaith iz not ranedied, then humemity will
suffer the necessary consequences. Liberiy will be replaced by
slavery, and civilization by barbarism. “Whenee shall come the
new barbarians? Go through the squalid quarters of great cities
and you may see, even now, thelr gathering hordes! How shall
lesrning perish? Men will cease fo read, and bhooks will kindle fires
and ke turned inte cortridges!” (Henry George)

To abolish poverty and ¢o bridge the gap between affluence and
misery, one mnst refwrn fo fhe universal gnidelines of justice.
*"The law of human progress, what is it but the morsl law? Just as

-social adiustrents promote hetice, just as they acknowledge the
equality of right betwsen mean and mar, just as they insure to each
the perfect liberty which iz bounded only by the equal liberty of
every other, muost civilization advance. Just as they fail this, must
advancing civilizaiion come te a halt and recede.” (Henry George.)

Te be specific: Georgism examines the current scene and finds
that the social malady exists because of people's failure to abide by
the laws of “natural’ distribution of production. To “‘cure” the
economic ills of humarnity, Georgism ungualifiedly advocates the
remeval of the “‘unnatural’ conditions of poverty, conflict, crime,
and iiliteracy by means of a specific formula based on nefural
law. Absolute adherence to natural law — that is the true remedy
advocated by George.

The Georgist formula is to open the gates to production, thereby
ailowing every person on God’s earth to earn his or her livelihood;
tc remove the artificial barriers set up by greed and ignorance;
and to substitute, instead, free access to nature itself. It is to live
moraily.

Te summarize: Morality is nof merely a plous injunciion of
behavior, or even a rigid commeandment of htwnan law: it is the
Golden Rule itself! Without adherence o the eternal principies of
proper economde distribuiion; without conformity to the thme-
honored precepts of jusiice and natural rights, the Georgisi
philosephy becoimes meaningless and non-existent. “Single taz,”
“land value taxstion,” “‘cornmunal collection of rent” — these are
merely methodiesl phrases; they are but the means {o the end iiseif;
and that end iz — Justice.



Speech by Henry George, November 1877

What we aim at is the abolition of poverty. We
propcse to accomplish this by abolishing
injustice, and ouwr particular aim is to abolish
that fundamental injustice which deprives so
many human creatures of their natural right to
the land which the Lord their God has given
them. The relation beiween man and the planet
he inhabits is fundamental, and tine laws which
affect the tenure of land, the relation between
man and the land on which aii mustiive,are the
most imporiant of all laws. We do not meanto
say that there are not many other wrangs to be
righted, that there are not many otherthingsto
do, but we do say that the fundamental
injustice which deprives men of their naturai
right te the eiement from which and and on
which all must live is most important, and is the
one with which we ought to begin. Until we do
away with that injustice we cannot abolish
minor wrongs or make miner improvements
that will effect any permanent good. We do not
say that this is the only thing to do, but we say
this is the first thing to do. '

We propose to establish equality between
men with relation ic the element on which and
from which they must live; not by dividing the
tand up into equal pieces; not by taking land as
the formal property of the state and renting it
out; not by taking from anybody any land that
he now has, but simply so changing our system

of taxation as to abolish all taxes now levied
upon labor and the products of labor and take
by taxation for public purposes that value
which attaches to land by reason of the growth
of the community.

We do not propose to interfere with the
rights of property. On the contrary, we are
sticklers for the rights of property. What a man
makes by his own exertion, whether of hand or
of brain, that we hold to be his against all the
world.-If-a-man plows a-field-and plants a-crop,

TWETsay “that-tre-atone s-entit |'€'d"""t0"r€f€§p" it-ifa

man buiids a house he ought to have it and all
of it; and we say that it is unjust and a violation
of the sacred rights of property when our tax
gatherers come down and say to a man
because he has cultivated his soil, because he
has buitt a house, because he has produced or
accumulated wealth, therefore the state
demands a certain portion of it from him. We
say that such a system is unjust and that not
one penny shouid be taken from a man
because he has been industrious and thrifty.

We propose to leave to labor its entire
product; we propose to take for the use of the
community that value that is produced by no
individual, that value which attaches to land,
not by reason of what its owner does, but by
rezson of the growth and improvement of the
whole community. We say that that is just, that
it will give to the community what belongs to
the community and leave entirely to the
individuai what rightfuliy beiongs to the
individual; and being just, we say that itis wise.

We say that it is bad policy to tax men for
what they add to the common stock of wealth;
that he is a benefactor who makes two blades
of grass grow where one grew before; that the
man who builds a house is doing something
not merely for himself, but for the whole
community; and that it is stupid to tax men for
building houses, or cultivating fields, or
erecting factories, or building ships, or doing
anything whatever that adds to the common
stock of wealth, that the state should
encourage industry, not discourage it; that no
tax should be laid upon the industry that
produces or the thrift that accumulates; that in
this great fund that comes from nothing that
the individual does lies the proper, the
intended means of supplying ail public wants.
That fund we propose to take by abolishing our
present taxes and laying a single tax upon the
value of land irrespective of improvements,
increasing it as far and as fast as we can until it
shall take as nearly as may be the whole value
of the land.

Look in whatever direction you choose and
see what benefits wilt spring from this simple
change, how much fraud it will prevent, what



tempiation to bribery and corruption it will
avoid ... Now the enormous advantage of the
system of taxation that we propose is that the
tax can be certainly assessed, easily coliected,
and will give no room for much of the fraud that
is now carried on, and will not offer the
inducement to evasion that now exists.

Land can’t run away, it can't be hidden; itlies
out of doors; its vaiue can be estimated with
more certainty than any other value. And in
putting taxes upon that single item we shall get

~rid-of-a-herde of-officials;-we-shall-getrid-of-all-

these paths that people in every direction are
now required to take, of all the temptations to
perjury that our present laws give, and shall
raise our revenue without imposing any
restriction upon production ordiminishingitin
the least. On the contrary, by imposing our
taxes in this way we shall prevent that
monopolization of natural opportunities which
everywhere restricts production, and in this
broad and rich country is aiready producing
the tramp and the pauper; that monopolization
of natural opportunities that makes us, in the
midst of abundance and plenty, think of work
as something good in itself; which forces upon
us even in the best of times the spectacie of

- thousands and-hundred of thousands 0f men .

willing to work, anxious to work, but unable to
find the opportunity to work.

There, we hoid, is the cause of all labor
difficulties; there, we believe, is the cause of
poverty. It is not the fault of the Almighty, this
horrid, bitter struggle forexistence that is the
lot of so many thousands today; itis not caused
by the niggardliness of the Creator. He has
placed here enough, and to spare, for all of us.
All we have to do is to prevent monopaolization;
all we have to do is to secure to each one his
natural right.

This simple plan of ours will utterly stop the
monopolization of land by making it
unprofitable. What is the temptation to the
monopolization of land? Commissioner
Sparks in his last report paints in very vivid
colors the manner in which the public land has
been appropriated by specuiators and
grabbers, by stretching grants, by making false
entries, by everywhere getting hold of the land
ahead of the seitler. Why? In order to profit by
the value that will begin to attach to the land as
soon as there is a prospect of settlement
coming

The moment itis made certain that whenever
a value shall atiach itself to the land irrespec-
tive of the value produced by the labor upon.it,
such value will be taken for the use of the
community, then the temptation to all this land
grabbing will be utterly gone; and not merely
will the temptation to land grabbing in the

future be destroyed, but all the land that has
been grabbed in the past will be refeased. Once
tax the speculator who holds 160 acres of
agricultural land vacant as heavily as the
farmer who has plowed his land, has cultivated
a farm and made improvemenis; once iax the
holder of a valuable building iot as much when
it is vacant as a lot of like quality with a2 splendid
house upon it; once make sure that as the value
of land increases the tax upon it shall increase
likewise, and-the-mornopolizers who all over
this land are-holding-vacant city lots, untilled

agricultural lands and unworked mines from
the man who wouid be glad to use them, wilt be
forced io iet them go.

See how the system would operate hers in
New York. Our vast population is crowded
together, yet one-half the area of this city isnot
buili upon! Why? Not because there is not need
for more houses; not because there are not
pienty of sites for houses; but because the
building sites are held by men who will not or
cannot use tham themselves, and witi not allow
those who want {o use them 1o have access to
them uniess they first pay an enormous price.
The simpie effect of the change in taxation
which we propose would be to compel these
men either to build upon those lots themselves
or to sell them to somepody else who would.
The moment the men -who are holding land
without using it shall be compelled to use it or
give it up there will be an abundance of land for
all who want to use it. | don't mean to say that
under those circumstances every man would
go and build himself a house, or that all of
those unemployed men throughout the
country would take up farms and open mines,
but this | do say, that enough could and would
make use of these natural opportunities (i.e.,
land) for employment to relieve the glut in the
labor market; taking themseives out of the
fierce competition for wages of an employer,
they would not only employ themselves, butin
doing so -- in producing wealth of some kind —
they would be creating a demand for the labor
of others in producing. in that way it would be
possibie that any man wiliing to work shouid
be able to find abundant opportunity to work;
and the setting of this vast force of
unempioyed men at productive labor would
create a demand for commadities that would
give new vigor to every branch of business.

These, in very brief outline, are the doctrines
for which we stand.

Fublished by Land Equality and Freedom
2242 Morley St., San Diego, CA 92111



LETTER FROM

Dear Members,

We need to sy what we siand for. Power is more and mors
concentrated in the hands of & few landowners, corporate chair
men, and government officials who need to hear whal we have 1o
say. Por in spite of their good will and good intenitions i deo the best
for the world they are move and move allowing  their own per-
spectives and apecial nterests to undermine the common good.
They need to see what they are doing and they need ic hear what to
do about il.

We need to commmunicate with these in power. The history of
Mankind’s coming together infe ever larger associations is ihe
history of Mankind’s expanding concept of the comnon goed; the
growing awzreness of the interdependency of all creatures. These
Yo whem: we have entrusied the power o serve the commnon gosd —
be ihey oificizls of government, leaders of our churches and
businesses, or stewards of cur land — need to be coniinually
reminded that theie power i3 rooted, not in their own intecests, it
in the intereais of ofhers. ,

In order to comnmunicate with those in power we need to prepare
owrselves: reading, weiting, speaking; observing what is going on
arcund us and secing what is destructive; sbserving ourseives and
separating obr ege from the truth; observing our listeners, (o see
how best to reach them. Whether speaking with a family member
or & friend; whether giving a talk io 3 church group or the chamber
of commerce; we nead {6 prepare ourselves 2o that we don't turn
thexa away imm us or againg us, hut wilt turn themn towsard the
comnen good.

Lastly, we need courage,

sincerely,
Tony Meis

LETTERS MAKE A DIFFERENCE

Most peopls, regardless of their position or stature, take their
mail sericusty. They are gamemﬂy open io the written word sod not

apt io become 8o defonsive as when discussing idess faca io face.

They are nof so thresiened bocause sn immediate response i3 not
expected of themn; there is {ime to thisk it over, and not respond at
all if they so choose.

Writing letters is a skill Geergists should develop. Itis easyto do,
most inexpensive, very effeciive, allows the receiver complete
freedom to accept or reject, and allows the sender all the time
needed to do a good plece of work, And it does take z lot of work to
write a good letter; like any other skill, it takes practice.

The opportunities for writing letters is almost unlimited. There
are a number of environmental, political, snd educational
organizations with whom we need to share ideas; senators and
congressmen should hear from us frequently, as well as the
Presiden: and his cabinet; leaders in the various professions and
arts, especially those who falk about social justice, wouid like to
hear an iden thet would improve life for evervhody; Landowners
and corporate chairmen, especiaily, need to have explained the law
of rent, its relation to other social and economic laws, and iis role in
relation {0 free enterprize in the true and therefore best sense of
that phrase.

~ “If yoit cannot write down your idea, clearly and completely, on
the back of my calling card, please do not bother me; you do not
understend the ides vourself!” So gpes ap anonymous guote that
makes an sxceilent peint: Be brief.
- Below are parts of a letter in which the authors attemnpted to
present as succincily as pessible the basic ideas of 1and economics,
their roots in the natural law, and their application to social

jnatice, (continned on page 4)
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LEAF MAY BECOME
POLITICAL

The recent plebescite held by
the Bogrd of Directors of Land,
Eqguality and  Freedom
(LEAF), produced z wide
respenge from the membership,
including 73 expressions of
support for the action yecom-
mended by the Board al Hs
quarterly meeting held April 19

in the LEAF offices al 2202

Maorley St., and 19 expressions
of disanproval of the Beard's
action.

Of the 73 persons who Sup-
poried the decigion te suspend
operations of LEAF in-
definitely, meny of those e=z-
pressed an interest in con-
tinuing the work of LEAF with
volunteers only.  Moest of the
disagresment was with the
second decision by the Board to
discontinue the publication of

The MEW LEAF which is
currently being edited and
published by Tony BMeis in
Morth Carolina.

To pursue the problem of
what to do about contiwing
LEAF on a local level, Floyd
Morrew, Board Chalripen has
called 2 meeting of all lecal
members of LEAF and other
Georgists who Live within {he

" vicinity of San Diegs. Morrow

hopes to pursne the idea of
continuing LEAF as a local
organization and possibly
converting & to 2 political ac-
ticn group which would work
locally to forther Georgist
causes. To do that, LEAF
would bave fo give up s faz-
exempt status — an idea that
Morrow will present to the local
membership at the July
mesting.

GUESTEDITORIAL

There is a big difference
between might and right. A
state, a government or group
armed to the teeth may have the
might to s#31 or give away land,
biut they do not have the right to
do so.

Land is & gift from God to all,
regardless of race or creed, and
to the future generations. How
czn any of us living get per-
mission of those yet to come to
sell or give sway their rights to
be on this sarin?

Our ancestors gave or sold
our rights to be here under the
threat of force. Musi we who
are free permit the same {o

happen to cur descendants?

The State of Arizona is
planning to seil some land. .
As you have read, it does not
have the right to do se. It has
the right toc rent it out for
limited pericds.

By renting out the land the
state will be collecting that rent
for all of us snd making some
taxes vmnecessary. Most im-
portant, it will be protecting the
rights of ow children and
grandchildren to be on this
planet.

Let’s stop that sale.

Robert Sage
Sun City, Arizona
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American Revolution

2) Encourage improvements by lowering the taxes on
such improvements;
3) Reward labor by lowering taxes on income.

The basis for these changes in the tax system is
this: The communiiy causes the value of lond to rise
by its growih cnd needs. In other words, as the
community grows and needs land for space and ac-
tivities, the value of the lond rises in proportion fo
these needs. Therefore the community, not the land

“We bold ¢ i |
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contimpes from Page 3

It is o simpie truth that the lund and its resources
come from nalure, not mankind, and are for the use
and gnjoyment of ol people. We believe that the most
natural and peaceful way for the people to share the
lund is not through confizcation and redisiribution,
since this would be unfair to the next generations, but
by way of a “land-value tax.” We will try to explain
whal we mean,

There are three consequences to our fox system
that are presently working against a sound economy:
1} The present gystem gives incentive io the practice
of land speculaiion by placing low toxes on unused
ord unimproved land, thus keeping needed land vust of
use;

2}  The present system discourcges making im-
provements on land by placing high taxes on such

improvemenis;
3) The present syster: penalizes labor with income

tex, thus keeping workers from the full fruits of their
labor.

It seems to us, that the tax system is backwards and
needs to be turned around:

i) Discourage land speculation by increasing the
taxes on the value of land iiself; that is, by a “land-
value tax’;

speculator, has the right to colleci this value by way
of a tax. It is this tax, based on ¢ value ploced by the
community, which should first be collected to pay for
government services. Toxes based on gn individual’'s
productivity should bBe gssessed only after a land-

These three changes in cur tax system would have
far-reaching benefits to our economy. Since land
speculation would no longer be profitable, more land
would be on the market for use. This would mean
more land available ot prices pecple could afford,
since the high prices of land has been due to its being
held out of use. BMore available land means more
pecple cble to work for themselves, producing more
goods needed by the community. More goods being
produced for the community means lower prices and
higher employment. And while this more produciive
uze of land is going on nearer the community, more
land farther out can remain in its natural staie for ail

e enjoy.

There are other conseguences to these changes that
are even more important to the health of our svelety;
The more people have access fe the land and its
rescurces, the more people are free. In foct, equal

-opportunity to the land is the most basic right and the

foundation of all other rights in our constitution.
Without it all other righis lose their full significance;
without it the people remain in a state of dependency
and need. On the other hand, people who do have ac-
cess to the land are free to either work for themselves
or work for another; they are free to make ¢ living that
will both be a valuable contribution to the community
as well as provide for their material and spiritual
needs; they are free to enjoy the full fru;ts nf thelgv
labor. This is social justice.
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