Draw upon 200 years of
the free market theory of
capitalissn, add a heavy
dose of Socratic
questioning, stir in  the
teiviam of grammar, logic,
and rheteric, apply flerce
competition  and  peer
pressure, spice it with
lying, cheating, spying,
andcounier-esplonyge, add
& touch of applied sadism
antd swindle questions, and
mix for six years until
reduced to a fine art,

Done correctly, what
results is a means of
popularizing the study of
political economics based
on the leachings of
American  économist
Henry George.

Offered as a course for
high school students and
designed by the Heary
George School of Los
Angeles, this unique
program is administersd
by Harry Pollard of
Tujunga. .

Pollard, a London-born
Briton and president of the
school, rians the
buildingless  school from
his home off Blanchard
Canyon, ‘

UPolitleal  edsnomics,
expiains Pellard, “covers a
whole multitude of sins

Thoge sing are the hasic
social relationships of the
natural social order of
man, known in high schos!
as social shudies.

“We try to teach the
general concepts which
apply to & myriad of
examples.” said Pollard,

INTERSTUDENT
PROGRAM

Called the Interstudent
Program, the courses are
sold on & subseription basis
te high schoeols across the
stale and the nation,

The Los Angeles school is
affiliated with three other
Henry George Schonls
which are located in San
Diego, SBacramenis, and
San Francisco and com-
prise the Henry George
Schools of Califoraia,

There are schools in
several other states with
the original sehool Incated
in New York, Each school
operates as an independent

.Day demonsiratiens

i -

facility promulgating the
popularized scientific
study of pelitical
economics advanced by
Henry George in the late
1800's,

While many of ithe
schoels direct thelr efforts
towards offering aduit
ciasses, the Los Angeles

scheool direcis its aliention

towards the high schools,

“We have concentrated
almost alf our efforts in this
area,” said Pollard. *We
have done very little
towards adull  education
and have pulled right out of
the colleges because of our
limited resources.,”

The interest in high
schoo! students, according
to Pollard, is an cutgrowth
of participation in Earth
in
1970, _

“"We discovered kids
didn’t know how to iearn,”
said Pollard,

CONCEPTS, NOT FACTS

“in the schools," he
explained, “they fill the
kids heads up with masses
and masses of facts which
would be better left in the
Library books. It would be
better-if they
general  concepls  and
showed them metheds and
ways o find out whatever
they want.”

“For instance,” said
Pollard, “if you have z
probiem with plumbing.
You go down to the library
and check oul a book on
plumbing and you read it
and find out what vou need
to kmow. When you are
finished you put the book
back uniil i

vy

the next time a
plumbing problem comes
Emuw.v.«

“That.can be done with
almos! anything,” . said
Pollard, .

Based on this principle,
the Interstudent mini-
tourses  designed by
Pollard and the Henry
George School deal with
people, how they are and
how they acet. _

“This is why our
programs  are s ef-
fective,” said Pollard,
“because ‘the kids don't
have to be toid this is what
you have io learn. They
pick up concepts.”

The concepts, says
Follard, are simple, basic,
and very old.

One basic premise
broughl out early in the
tourse is that man seeks to
satisfy his desires. .

“This iz the reason why
he keeps going all the
time,” said Pollard, “He
satisfies one sel of desires
as another comes up to
take their place.”

“The second basic

taught them -

By JOHN HUGHES
assumption,” explained
Pollard, “is man seeks tg
satisfy his desires with the
least exertion,”
EVERYONE KNOWS TS

CAgain, you know thig, T
know this, and evervone
knows this, But social
studies have been taught
all over WNorth America
which assume this isn't so,
in fact, we even have gz
gullt complex for when we
try 1o e purposely lazy,”
sald Pollard. "It isn't lazy.
It is the reason you invent a
hetter mouse irap.”

“We move on from that
o peeple who tend not to

disadvantage themselves,

They lend to do things

which are to their ad-
vantage,”” explained
Poliard.

“The kids learn there is a
ceertain Sense in

cooperation,” he said, Vi
enables you to satisfy more
desires,”

Drawing from 200 years
of ihe free market theory of
capitalism, Pollard's mini-
courses  utilize seversal
methods of teaching in-
cluding use of the medisval
trivium  and  Socratic
guedtioning. N

MEDIEVAL TRIVIUM

“As we found the kids so
ithequipped to do almost
anything, we brought in the
ideas of the trivium,”
exptained Pollard,

“The trivitin made sense
because the medisval
monks thought that before
you learned anylhing vou
showld first learn how to
learn. So they taught them
ihree things: grammay,
logie, and rhetoric,

“Granmimar was the basie
principles, - Logic was
pulting these principles to
use, And rhetoric,” he

explained, “‘was com-
munication.”’
“The basic way of

learning about the content
comes from Socrates,”
said Pollard. “We use
heavy Socraiic
guestioning,

“What happens g8 the
siudents do a  series of

discussion questions with

each set of discussion
guestions leading them in
the direction of a concept
they are to come across,”
said Pollard,

“When' . we teach
polities,”’ he explained,
we don’t talk about
Democrates and
Republicans, but rather
what is the difference
between & 100 per cent vote
in order to pass something
and say a 51 per cent, a
simple majority.

“They soon learn a 51 per
cent vole will get a lot of
things passed but a lot of

L his Tujunga

. ‘Does your

POLITICAL mmﬁm,vzﬂ.v ST and pr

esident of the Harpy

George Sehool of Laos Angeles Harry Pollard works oul of

bome developing &igh school LLourses

designed to popalarize social studies clesses based on the
teachings of American scononsst Henry George.

people will not he happy
with it And a 100 per cent
you won't get very much
passed, but when they are
passed everyone is in favor
of it,” said Pollard,

This, he exaplaing, leads
o & discussion of what ths
voting majority should be.
What would salisfy the
moest people yet allow the
government to continue to
function?”

NOT DISCUSSED IN BOOKS

“This is the kind of thing
which is dscussed and 1
don’t know where else it is
discussed in their books or
anywhere,” said Poliard.

Concepts brought out are
aiso - related to  current
events,

“Bocialism for exam-
ple,” said Pollard. “We
take no stand on socialism,
although we are teaching a
completely free market
theory.”’

Pollard explains that
through questions which
establish models of the
system the students are
asked the effects.

“When you get the best
producer and the poorest
producer and those in
between producing  less,
the next question would be,
society have a
better or poorer chance of
surviving next winter?™
said Pollard.

“In this fashion,” he
said, ‘‘we are really

analyzing the failure of the
crops i Russia and the
faflure of the economy in
Greal Britain :
it is just a serieg of

. question,” added Pollard.

“We are dealing with
contepts.”

As the students progress
in the direction of ihe
general concepis being
studied, he is asked
speclaliy designed
Guestions, .

SWINDLE QUESTIONS

“It is a swindle type
question™  explained
Pollard. “"They aré given
an. either or guestion and
neither of them is correct.
Or they are asked to list not
more than five examples of
semething when there are
no examples. Everyone
they list they loose.”

“The marking is vicious,
too,” said Pollard. “If they
get something right they
gel a point. But if they get it
wirong they lose two of the
peinis they already have.”

Laughing, Pollard adds,
“This is all sadism, as you
realize.

“All we are doing {c them
essentially is teaching
them about adult life so
they can leave high school
and get into the adalt world
with some ability to handle
themselves,”

The Interstudent courses
are noi easy. As the course
Ttule book points out,
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